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PREFACE. 


TH  E  R  E  are  two  kinds  of  Writings  which  have 
come  down  from  the  Ancients  to  our  times  : 
they  are  ufually  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  Sacred 
and  Profane.  Various  have  been  the  opinions  of  men 
concerning  them.  Some  have  preferred  the  former, 
others  the  latter.  The  Editor  has  here  brought  the 
choiceft  parts  of  both  into  one  view,  that  the  Reader 
may  judge  for  himfelf  concerning  their  refpeclive  ex- 
cellencies. His  own  opinion  is,  that,  ftriclly  and 
properly  fpeaking,  they  will  not  bear  a  Comparifon. 
There  may  be,  indeed,  an  inferior  kind  of  fimilitude, 
which  will  admit  of  it ;  as  the  moon  may  be  compared 
with  the  fun,  and  a  ftar  of  the  feventh  magnitude  with 
one  of  the  firfl :  but  the  Pagan  writers  feem  fo  much 
inferior  to  the  Jewifh  and  Chriftian,  in  a  variety  of 
important  refpects,  as  not  to  merit  the  honour  of  a 
Comparifon.  He  would,  however,  do  good  old 
Homer  the  juflice  to  fay,  that  he  is  really  wonderful 
for  fire  and  invention :  and  he  acknowledges  the  fire 
and  invention  of  an  Homer,  the  fublime  flights 
of  a  Pindar  and  Horace,  the  correal:  judgment  of  a 
Virgil,  and  the  eloquent  drains  of  a  Demofthenes 
Vol.  iii.  a  and 
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and  Cicero,  in  a  certain  qualified  fenfe,  to  be  as  much 
from  God,  the  undoubted  original  of  all  real  excel- 
lence, whether  natural,  moral,  or  religious,  as  the 
various  diftinguiftiing  perfections  of  the  divine  writers 
are.  And  while  we  are  doing  juftice  to  the  latter,  he 
can  fee  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  unduly  depreciate 
the  former.  The  etherial  fire,  amidft  much  drofs  and 
corruption,  breaks  out  upon  many  occafions  in  the 
one,  but  fhines  with  a  conftant,  pure,  and  unclouded 
blaze  in  the  other.  In  both,  however,  it  is  the  Di- 
vine afflatus,  exerted  in  different  ways  and  degrees, 
and  for  different  purpofes.  And  though  the  greateft 
beauties  in  the  Pagan  morals  are  mixed  with  confider- 
able  blemifhes,  and  they  have  no  fyftem  fo  pure,  but 
fome  taint  cleaves  to  it  ;•[  yet  read  thefe  Authors 
whenever  we  will,  we  lhall  be  always  pleafed  with 
fomething  or  other;  and  read  them  never  fo  often,  or 
With  never  fo  much  experience  and  knowledge,  we 
have  fomething  to  learn,  and  fomething  to  know,  we 
never  learned  or  knew  before. 

It  is  no  romantic  commendation  of  Homer  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  no  man  underftood  perfons  and 
things  better  than  he  ;  or  had  a  deeper  infight  intc  the 
humours  and  paffions  of  human  nature.  He  repre- 
fents  great  things  with  fuch  fublimity,  and  little  ones 
with  fuch  propriety,  that  he  always  makes  the  one  ad- 
mirable, and  the  other  pleafant.* 

To  know  this  Poet  in  all  his  parts  requires  almoft 
an  infinite  knowledge.  Many  have  indeed  endeavour- 
ed to  imitate  him,  but  no  one  as  yet  could  ever  equal 
him.  He  had  all  the  gifts  nature  could  give,  and  all 
the  art  that  could  be  derived  from  the  greateft  ex- 
perience nnd  the  deepeft  judgment.  Whoever  reads 
h  the  moft  knowledge,  will  be  the  molt  pleafed, 
and  moft  improved,   and  whenever  we  read   him,  we 

(hall 

f  See  Mamvarino's  Hiftovical    and  Ciittcal  Account  of  Clnflrc 
Author?. 

*  Sec  Bl  Jntrod'.iclion  to  the  daffies. 
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(hall  be  recompenfed  for  all  our  pains  ;  for  it  is  from 
this  incomparable  poet,  the  poets  and  orators  of  all 
ages,  have  borrowed  their  topics  and  flrength  of  elo- 
quence, and  all  their  art  and  excellent  beauties. 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  thefe  two  learned  men.  And 
every  candid  Reader  mult  allow,  that  the  art  and  abi- 
lity of  fome  others  of  the  Pagan  authors  are  very  ex- 
traordinary. This  more  efpecially  appears  when  it  is 
confidered  how  infinitely  flupid  and  abfurd  the  very 
bell  of  them  were  in  all  matters  which  concern  religion. 
This,  in  the  language  of  the  pious  and  excellent  Mr. 
Hervey,  gives  us  the  molt  deplorable  and  horrid  idea 
of  the  blindnefs  of  our  fallen  nature.  The  Heathen-, 
even  amidit  all  the  politenefs  of  their  tafte,  and  not- 
withftanding  their  mperior  advancement  in  the  fciences, 
were  haters  of  the  true  God,  and  robbed  him  of  his 
honour:  nay,  what  is  unfpeakably  worfe,  they  paid 
it  to  monfters  ;  monfters  of  lewdness  and  treachery, 
vice  and  immorality.  Egregious,  fotiifti,  almoft  in- 
credible flupidity  !  to  worfhip  thofe  Beings,  which  de- 
fended univerfal  abhorrence !  to  deify  thofe  characters, 
which  could  never  be  jufticiently  detefted ! 

Various  advantages,  however,  are  to  be  derived, 
even  to  us  Chriftians,  and  as  Chriftians,  from  a  care- 
ful perufal  of  their  Works.  They  are  admirably  cal- 
culated to  improve  our  tafte  and  polim  our  ftyle. 
But  this  is  not  all :  they  may  ferve  as  fo  many  (hades, 
to  fet  off,  with  heightened  luftre,  the  beauty  and  glory 
of  the  Sacred  Oracles. 

While  I  pemfe  Plato's  ornamented  page,  or  lifi.cn 
to  Cicero's  flowing  periods,  continues  the  fame  amia- 
ble Author,  I  am  fomewhat  like  the  perfon  who  amufes 
himfelf  in  a  gallery  of  painted  flowers.  He  is  pleafed 
with  the  curious  creation  of  the  pencil ;  but  finds  none 
of  that  delicious  fragrance,  none  of  thofe  breathing 
fweets,  which  meet  him  in  the  garden,  and  regale  his 
fenfe  from  the  blooming  parterre. — So  here  are  bril- 
liant fentiments,  and  a  florid  diction;  delicate  touches 
of  wit,  and  bold  ftrokes  of  defcription:  but  no  dis- 
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covery  of  Chrift  Jefus — no  difplays  of  his  ineffable 
love — no  overtures  of  reconciliation  with  the  blefled 
God.  Nothing  to  yield  us  folid  comfort  in  our  pre- 
fent  flate,  or  any  joyful  expectations  with  regard  to 
the  approaching  eternity. 

Befides,  fays  he,  when  I  converfe  with  thefe  cele- 
brated geniufes  of  antiquity,  who  were  at  once  the 
moil  erroneous,  and  the  raoft  judicious; — the  moft  ju- 
dicious in  their  tafte  of  polite  literature;  the  mod  er- 
roneous in  their  apprehenfions  of  invifible  things; 
they  (hew  me,  what  they  never  intended,  the  inexpref- 
flble  need  of  Revelation.  They  teach  me  to  fet  a 
higher  value  on  that  ineftimable  gift.  I  blefs  the 
diilinguifhing  goodnefs  of  Providence,  which  has  caft 
my  lot,  not  at  Athens,  but  in  Emmanuel's  land.  I 
fay,  with  wonder  and  gratitude — Why  did  not  my 
exigence  commence  in  thofe  aeras  of  religious  dotage? 
Why  was  nol  my  portion  confined  to  thofe  regions  of 
barbarifm  and  delufion?  Why  am  not  I  burning  in- 
cenfe  to  idols ;  paying  fenfelefs  adoration  to  fculptured 
ilone ;  or  worfhipping,  with  deteftable  ceremonies,  a 
fet  of  lafcivious,  debauched,  and  fcandalous  deities? — 
Surely,  from  every  perufal  of  thefe  Pagan  writings,  at- 
tended with  fuch  a  reflection,  we  {hall  fee  the  utmoft 
reafon  to  magnify  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God,  whereby 
the  day-Jpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us,  and  brought 
us  out  of  darknefs  into  the  marvellous  1  i sr b t  of  the 
gofpel. 

Permit  me,  continues  he,  to  mention  another  bene- 
fit, which  may  refult  from  a  correfpondence  with  thofe 
maflerlv  writers. — The  dreams  may  lead  us  to  the  in- 
exhauflible  fountain ;  lead  us  to  admire  the  only  wife 
God  our  Saviour,  who  has  given  fuel)  a  (Inning  vein  of 
ingenuity  to  his  rational  creatures.  As  I  read  their 
works,  and   am  charmed  with  their  beauties,   I  would 

[juently  refleel — If  the  effays  of  a  finite  mind,  and 
the  compositions  of  a  mortal  pen,   yield  Inch  high  fa- 

a&ion;  what  rapturous,  what  unknown  delight  mu ft 
arife  from  an  uninterrupted   communion  with  infinite 

wifdom  ? 
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wifdom?  To  {land — not  at  the  feet  of  Homer,  and 
attend  the  flights  of  his  elevated  imagination — not  in 
the  prefence  of  Socrates,  and  hear  the  dictates  of  his 
fagacious  foul; — but  to  fland  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord, 
and  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  ;  there  to  contem- 
plate, without  any  interpofing  veil,  the  counfels  of  his 
unerring  Providence  ;  to  have  the  myileries  of  his  re- 
deeming love  laid  fully  open  to  our  view  ;  and  receive 
the  brighteft  manifeftation  of  all  his  amiable,  his  adora- 
ble, his  unfpeakable  attributes! — 

But  befides  thefe  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  ClaiTics,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the 
Sacred  and  profane  writers  throw  much  light  one  upon 
another,  and  that  there  are  abundance  of  pafTages  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  cannot  be  thoroughly  un- 
derftood  but  by  an  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Roman  authors  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  there 
are  many  things  in  the  writings  of  the  Heathens,  which 
cannot  be  fully  comprehended  without  a  confiderable 
knowledge  of  the  Hiftories  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefla- 
ments.  This  will  be  made  evident  by  a  few  inftances, 
and  may  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  lefs  experienced 
claffical  Reader. 

If  we  examine  the  third  Ode  in  the  firft  book  of 
Horace,  we  fhall  fee  him  confirming  the  Scriptures  in 
fome  particulars  not  unworthy  of  our  notice,  which 
could  be  derived  to  the  Heathens  only  from  the  foun- 
tains of  divine  Revelation,  or  from  tradition  proceeding 
from  the  fame  original.  What  can  we  underftand  by 
the 

Audax  Japeti  genus, 

but  the  pofterity  of  Japhet,  that  fon  of  Noah,  from 
whom  the  European  nations  are  defcended?  Then, 
what  is  that 

Ignem  fraude  mala 

of  Prometheus,  but  that  offence,  whatever  it  was, 
which  brought  death  into  the  world?     Here  we  have  a 
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theft  acknowledged  againft  heaven,  and  all  manner  of 
evils  and  difeafea  are  lent  upon  earth  in  confequcnc 
it: 

Poft  ignem  ae  there  a  domo 
Subdu&um,  marcies  ei  nova  fcbrium 
Terris  incubuit  cohors. 

And  what  is  more  remarkable,  he  tells  us  of  the  change 
which  was  made  in  the  period  of  human  life,  with  the 
reafon  of  it; 

Semotiqne  prius  tarda  neceffitas 
Lethi  corripuit  gradum. 

Here  it  is  affirmed  by  implication,  that  death  was  ori- 
ginally at  a  greater  diltance,  and  that  the  divine  juftice 
ihortened  human  life  flowly  and  unwillingly,  not  till 
the  increafing  corruption  of  the  world  had  made  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  leflTen  the  opportunities  of  fin.  The  lives  of 
men,  before  the  flood,  were  of  many  hundred  vears ; 
but  when  all  flem  had  corrupted  his  way,  then  thccurfe 
took  place  at  the  flood,  and  man's  life  was  contracted 
nearly  to  the  pre  fen  t  fpan.  How  fhould  Horace  know 
this?  Or  how  mould  Hefiod  know  it,  from  whom  he 
borrowed  it?  for  it  is  precifely  the  doctrine  of  the 
Mofaic  hiftory  ?  And  as  it  carries  us  back  to  the  times 
before  the  flood,  of  which  no  human  hiftory  was  ever 
written,  it  muft  have  been  taken  either  from  the  Scrip- 
ture itfelf,  or  from  forne  tradition,  which,  if  it  could 
be  traced,  would  carry  us  back  to  the  fame  original. 

Thefe   things  then,  though  they  are  in  Horace,  are 
not    of  Horace  ;   nor  are  they  of  the   Greeks  or  the 
Romans;  but  of  Divine  revelation:  and  it  is  remarka- 
ble, that  we  fhould  meet  with  fo  many  facred  doclrii 
in  fo  fmall  a  compafs. 

It  is  worth  our  attention  to  confider  fome  of  the  ex- 
traordinary particulars  contained  in  Virgil's  Pollio. 
He  calls  the  time  in  which  the  wonderful  child  is  to  be 
born,  ultima  alas,  after  the  manner  of  the  Scripture: 
God,  fait!:  the  apoftle,  hath  in  thefe  lafi  days  fpoken 

unto 
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unto  us  by  his  Son.  According  to  the  prophet  Daniel, 
the  Meffiah  was  to  finifli  the  tranfgrejjion,  and  to  make  an 
end  of  fins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity.  So  faith 
the  poet; 

Te  dure  fi  qua  manent  fceleris  veftigia  noftvi, 
Irrita  perpetua  folvent  formidine  terras. 

The  prophet  Ifaiah  faith,  Unto  us  a  child  is  born  ;  unto 
us  afon  is  given ;  and  his  name  fhall  be  called,  "The  mighty 
God,  the  Prince  of  Peace  :  the  fenfe  of  all  which  is  thus 
expreffed  in  the  eclogue; 

Ille  Deum  vitam  accipict,  divifque  videbit 
Permixtos  heroas,  et  ipfe  videbitur  illis, 
Pacatumque  rcget  patriis  virtutibus  orbem. — 
Cara  Deum  foboles,  magnum  Jovis  incrementum. 

The  fcenery  by  which  the  prophet  hath  figuratively 
figniiied  the  times  of  the  Gofpel  is  minutely  adopted, 
being  extremely  beautiful  and  poetical .  The  wilder- 
nefs  and  the  folitary  place  fhall  be  glad;  the  defart  fhall  re- 
joice, and  bloffom  as  the  rofe ;  the  wolf  jhall  dwell  with 
the  lamb,   &c. 

At  tibi  prima  puer  nullo  munufcula  cultu 
Errantes  hederas  paffim  cum  bnccare  tellus 
Mixtaque  ridenti  colocafia  fundct  acantho. 
—  Nee  magnos  metuent  armenta  leones. 
Incuhifque  rubens  pendebit  fentibus  uva. 
Afpice  venturo  hetcntur  ut  omnia  fteclo. 

If  the  prophet  informs  us,  that  ferpents  mould  no 
longer  hurt  nor  deftroy,  the  poet  faith  the  fame; 

Occidet  et  Terpens,  et  fallax  herba  veneni 
Occidet. 

Inliead  of  expatiating  any  farther  on   this  beautiful 
little  poem,  let  me  recommend  to  the  Reader's   peru 
fal  Mr.  Pope's  Imitation  of  it,  entitled,  The  Median, 
and  bifhop  Lowth's  Remarks  in  his  Pr3eletctiones. 

If  we  examine  the  ftory  of  Ariftaeus,  in  the  fourth 
book  of  Virgil's  Georgics,  we  fhall  fee  the  poet  open- 
ing 
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ing  a  paffage  for  him  through  the  waters  by  a  miracle  ; 
and  he  defcribes  the  facl  in  terms  as  much  like  thofe  in 
the  book  of  Exodus,  as  if  they  had  been  profeffedly 
taken  from  it : 

Simul  alta  jubet  difcedere  late 

Flumina,  qua  juvenis  grelfus  inferret  ;  at  ilium 

Curvata  in  montis  faciem  circumftetit  unda, 

Accepitque  firm  vafto —  Georg.  4.  359. 

This  paffage  brings  to  mind  another  of  Callimachu-, 
which  defcribes  a  miraculous  acl,  parallel  to  that  of 
Mofes  in  the  wildernefs,  when  he  fmote  the  rock  with 
his  rod,  and  brought  forth  water  for  the  people  in 
abundance.  Thus  does  Rhea,  in  a  land  of  drought, 
command  the  earth  to  bring  forth  its  waters;  ihe  lifts 
up  her  arm  on  high,  flrikes  a  mountain  with  her  fcep- 
tre,  which  is  inftantly  parted  afunder,  and  pours  forth 
water  abundantly: 


TlAvfev  op®>  CA^rpa  to  $s  01  li%u  ttsXv  Iiegtv,, 

Ex  5'f%ffv  \Leyct  %fu/x« 

Call.  ITp©->  rev  Aisc.  I.  30. 

It  is  lefs  remarkable,  that  the  poet  Callimachus 
fhould  ufe  fuch  language,  when  it  is  confidered,  that 
he  was  librarian  at  Alexandria  to  Ptolemy  Philadel- 
phia, at  whofe  command  the  Bible  was  tranflated  into 
Greek  by  the  Seventy  Interpreters. 

If  we  go  forward  in  the  fame  book  of  the  Georgics, 
we  mall  meet  with  a  miraculous  generation  of  bees  out 
of  a  dead  carcafe  : 

Ditflu  mirabile  monftruni, 

Afpiciunt ;  liquefa&a  bourn  per  vifcera  toto 

Stridere  npes  utero,  et  ruptis  effcrvere  coflis.         Ibid.  I.  55^. 

What  is  this  but  the  breeding  of  Sampfon's  bees  in  the 
dead  carcafe  of  the  lion;  as  we  have  it  in  the  book  of 
Judges?  He  turned  a  fide  to  fee  the  carcafe  of  the  lion,  and 
behold  there  was  a   [warm  of  bees,  and  honey  in  the  carcafe 
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of  the  lion.  The  animal  is  an  ox  with  Virgil,  becaufe 
lions  were  never  offered  in  facrifice ;  but  the  circum- 
ftance  in  which  the  whole  wonder  confifts,  is  the  fame. 
Would  the  poet  have  dreamed  of  fuch  a  monftrous  pro- 
duction of  bees,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  this  miracle 
had  an  alliance  with  fome  other,  which  gave  the  firfi 
hint?  For  a  miracle  it  is,  that  bees,  which  delight  in 
flowers,  and  fweet  odours,  mould  ever  be  found  in  a 
putrid  {linking  carcafe. 

When  Troy  was  taken  and  burnt,  as  Virgil  has  re- 
lated the  ftory  in  the  fecond  book  of  the  ^Eneid,  we 
fee  iEneas,  with  his  family,  flying  from  the  danger, 
while  Creufa  loitered  behind,  and  is  miraculoufly  loft. 
Here  we  have  the  father  of  a  family  efcaping  with  his 
houmold  from  a  city  on  fire,  and  the  wife  is  unaccoun- 
tably left  behind,  It  may  be  faid,  this  agreement  of 
the  circumftances  might  be  accidental ;  and  one  cannot 
deny  it :  but  the  circumftances  are  fo  extraordinary, 
and  fo  like  to  Sodom  burning,  and  Lot  flying  from 
it  with  his  family,  while  his  wife  is  left  behind,  that  I 
think  we  {hall  make  the  difficulty  lefs,  if  we  fuppofe, 
that  he  who  wrote  his  Pollio  in  Hebrew  imagery,  and 
made  a  way  by  a  miracle  through  the  waters,  and  placed 
a  fwarm  of  bees  in  a  dead  carcafe,  was  better  acquainted 
with  the  Scripture  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

The  ftory  of  Orpheus,  which  is  related  in  the  fourth 
book  of  the  Georgics  with  all  the  powers  of  poetry, 
muft  have  been  formed  on  fome  facred  tradition. 
There  is  fuch  a  mixture  of  circumftances,  that  I  dare 
not  attempt  to  account  for  them ;  but  in  the  out-lines 
of  this  ftory  we  have  a  man  going  down  to  the  regions 
of  death  in  the  character  of  a  mediator,  to  redeem  a  be- 
loved wife,  who  had  perifhed  by  a  ferpent  concealed 
in  the  grafs. 

How  could  it  poffibly  happen,  that  the  idea  of  an 
intercourfe  between  heaven  and  earth,  and  of  a  divine 
perfon,  the  fon  of  a  deity,  coming  down  to  the  world 
in  a  human  form,  fhould  have  been  fo  familiar  to  the 
Heathens,  and  fo  univerfal,  unlefs  there  was  at  firft 
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fome  authority  to  ground  the  perfuafion  upon?  In 
the  -wanderings  of  fancy  and  invagination  there  can  be 
no  fuch  uniformity.  Horace,  upon  the  ground  of 
this  dodtrine,  makes  a  compliment  to  Auguftus,  fup- 
pofing  him  to  be  a  divine  perfon,  the  fon  of  a  deity, 
come  down  from  heaven  in  a  human  form,  and  ready 
to  afcend  thither  2gain  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind, 
becaule  the  world  was  too  wicked  a  place  for  him  to 
live  in: 

Sive  mutata  javenem  figura 
All  ;  in  terns  imitaris,    almae 

Filiua  Maiae ■  • 

Serus  in  ca  l'im  redeas 


Neve  te  noftfisvifiis  iniqiium 

Ocyor  aiua 
Tullat. 

The  like  ij  eicourfe  is  admitted  by  Ovid:  Jupiter  tells 
the  affembly  in  heaven  how  he  had  defcended  to  the 
world  in  a  human  forip,  to  make  inquifition  concern- 
ing its  wickednefs  before  the  flood  : 

Sunirnodelabor  Olympo 

Et  Deus  huoiana  luftro  tub  imagine  terras. 

Met.  lib.  i.  212. 

That  it  was  no  unufual  thing  for  the  gods  to  vifit  the 
earth  in  a  human  ihape,  was  an  opinion  fo  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  moll  Heathens,  that  the  people  at  Lyftra 
feeing  the  effect  of  a  fupernatural  power  in  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  concluded  immediately  that  they  were  gods 
comedown  to  them  in  thelikenefs  of  men.  AcJs  14.  11. 

What  can  be  more  exprefs  than  the  tefiimony  of 
Ovid,  in  the  beginning  of  his  Metamorphofes,  to  the 
Mofaic  hiftory  of  the  creation,  and  the  fubfequent  de- 
flrudion  of  the  world  by  a  flood  V  The  whole  has  fuch 
an  affinity  to  the  Scripture,  that  it  looks  more  like  a 
tranlcript  than  a  compilation  from  traditionary  frag- 
ments. Notices  of  the  fall;  and  of  the  curfe  upon 
man  and  the  earth ;  and  the   depravity  which  prevails 
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in  confequence  of  fome  change  winch  has  happened  to 
human  nature;  are  to  be  met  with  in  feveral  authors. 
Hefiod  is  the  firft  who  tells  us,  that  God  fent  evil  upon 
earth  in  return  for  an  offence  committed  againfl  hea- 
ven, in  ftealing  from  thence  the  ufe  of  hre,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  have  been  originally  concealed  from 
man ,  and  obtained  by  fraud : 

Toig  5'  eyu  can  xi;p©j  Zccau  -au.wj  — 

Epy- 1-.57* 

In  his  Theogony  he  obferves  more  particularly,  that 
this  evil  was  in  a  great  meafure  derived  from  woman, 
whom  Jupiter  gave  to  man  with  that  intention  : 

Qg  5'  caflug  ttvSpeircri  xctxov  0vvj7o;g7  yvvaiaag 

Zevg  v4/i§pf/x£7vj£  *hvtv.e 

1.  6oo. 

The  fame  author  defcribes  the  primitive  ftateof  man 
as  a  golden  age,  in  which  men  lived  as  gods,  without 
fear  or  care  ;  when  the  earth  brought  forth  all  its  fruits 
fpontaneoufly : 

Qg  re  Qsoi  e&ov,  uv.vfiea  Su/xov  e^ovleg 

HctpXOV  £'  etyepe  %£i$ct)fi©->  apapoc 

Au7c/x#7v]  itoXKov  ma  etQtoovov  — 

Epy.  1.  117. 

After  this,  men  grew  more  and  more  degenerate, 
till  an  age  of  iron  took  place ;  in  which  good  men  were 
perfecuted  by  bad  men,  and  all  manner  of  wickednefs 
and  violence  prevailed:  then  juftice  and  righteoufnefs 
forfook  the  earth,  and  fled  back  to  their  native  Ikies, 
leaving  behind  them  all  kinds  of  evils  without  any  re- 
medy. 

The  fentence  of  man  to  labour,  by  the  judgment  of 
the  gods  upon  him,  is  clearly  alluded  to  by  Virgil ; 
and  thorns  and  thirties  are  introduced  in  the  ex- 
prefs  terms  of  the  Scripture :  the  lines  are  very  re- 
markable; 

Mux 
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Mox  et  frumentis  labor  additus,  ut  mala  culmos 

EflTet  rubigo,  fcgnifque  horreret  in  arvis 

Carduus  :  intereunt  fegetes,  fubit  afpera  fylva 

Lappaeque  tvibulique  • —  Georc.  i.  150. 

The  neceffity  of  a  propitiatory  offering,  as  an  atone- 
ment for  fin,  was  recognized  in  rnoft  of  the  Heathen 
facrifices ;  of  which  we  find  fuch  circumflantial  accounts 
in  Homer,  that  a  ritual  might  be  extracted  from  him, 
not  very  greatly  differing  from  that  of  the  Leviticallaw. 
The  firft  born  of  lambs  are  particularly  mentioned  as 
being  applied  to  this  facred  ufe: 

11.5.  102. 

All  Heathens  entertained  the  opinion,  that  the  wrath 
of  the  Deity  againft  fin  might  be  averted  by  facnfice  and 
mediation;  and  nothing  but  this  perfuafion,  carried  to 
the  moft  extravagant  height,  could  have  prompted  them 
to  the  horrible  practice  of  offering  human  facrifices;  a 
practice  which  obtained  in  almoft  every  Heathen  na- 
tion of  the  world.  To  this  doctrine  of  mediation  and 
atonement  Horace  alludes,  in  that  paflage  of  his  fecond 
cde  : 

Cui  dabit  partes  fcelus  expiandi 
Jupiter? 

Now  let  us  afk  ourfelves,  how  fo  flrange  a  perfua- 
fion as  this  could  ever  prevail  in  the  world  r  Does  our 
reafon  inform  us,  that  there  is  any  relation  between 
the  pardon  of  fin,  and  the  fmoke  of  an  innocent  ani- 
mal, firft  bled  to  death,  and  then  burnt  upon  an  al- 
tar? No  fooner  does  a  philofopher  reafon  upon  this 
cafe,  than  he  determines  otherwife,  and  rejects  the  doc- 
trine ;  of  which  we  may  fee  an  inftance  in  the  verfes  of 
Cato  ; 

Cum  fis  ipfe  nocens,  morltur  cur  victima  pro  te  ? 

Stultitia  eft  morie  aherius  fperarefalutem.        Lib.  4.  dift.  14. 
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Yet  in  this  perfuafion,  foolifh  as  human  reafon  pro- 
nounces it  to  be,  all  Heathens  perfevered,  from  before 
the  days  of  Homer  to  the  eftablifhment  of  Chrifthnity 
and  afterwards.  What  can  we  think  of  a  praclice  fo 
ftrange,  fo  notorious,  and  fo  univerfal,  but  that  the 
voice  of  reafon  was  overpowered  by  the  authority  of  a 
divine  inftitution,  which  cuftom  and  tradition  fpread 
abroad  through  all  places  and  all  ages?* 

Let  not  the  pious  Chriflian,  whole  mind  is  a  {traneer 
tofpeculations  of  this  kind,  be  offended  with  the  Com- 
piler for  uniting  and  comparing  in  this  manner  things 
Sacred  with  tilings  Profane.     He  profeffes,   that  how- 
ever much   he  may   prefer  the  Divine  Writings   to  all 
others,   he   has    frequently   found    much  pleafure  and 
profit   from  ieveral  of  the   beautiful   and  well    written 
treatifes  here  collected  together  from  the  Pagan  world 
The  Apology  of  Socrates,   the   Manual    of^Epidetusi 
the  Commentaries   of  Antoninus,  the  Picture  of  Life 
by    Cebes,    the    Golden    Verfes   of  Pythagoras,     the 
Choice  of  Hercules  by  Prodicus,   Hefiod's  firft  book  of 
Works  and  Days,  the  Satyrs  of  Horace,    Juvenal  and 
Perfius,  with  thefeveral  pieces  from  Cicero  and  Seneca, 
are  well   worthy  of  a  frequent    perufal.      The  Epiftles 
and  Extracts   from   the  Chriftian  Fathers  alfo,    breathe 
fuch  a  fpirit  as  fets    them  indifputably  above  all  other 
compofitions  that  are  commonly  called  human. 

The  claffical  fcholar  will  here  indulge  the  Editor 
with  a  few  more  refie&ions,  in  which  he  is  immediate- 
ly concerned.  He  means  not  to  dogmatize,  but  fimply 
to  lay  before  him  his  views  upon  a  fubjed,  which  ap- 
pears to  him  of  fome  confequence  to  the  interefts  of  re- 
ligion and  learning.  If  any  perfon,  who  is  a  compe- 
tent judge,  thinks  otherwife,  he  blames  him  not,  but 
willies  him  to  enjoy  his  own  opinions  with  the  fame 
freedom  that  he  does.  It  is,  he  fuppofes,  the  duty  of 
every  man  to  propofe  whatever  he  is  perfuaded  would 

be 
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be  for  the  public   good,   whether   his  propofal  meets 
with  a  gracious  reception  or  not. 

Seeing  then  the  Bible  is  a  book  of  fuch  infinite  im- 
portance to  the  fouls  of  men,  as  well  as  of  confummate 
excellence  in  itfelf ;  and  feeing  it  abounds  with  all  the 
various  beauties  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  daffies,  and 
in  a  much  higher  degree  of  perfection,   would  it  not  be 
for  the  benefit  of  found  learning,  as  well  as  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  real  religion,  to  have  it  adopted  in  our 
grammar  Ichools,  and  other  places  of  genteel  education, 
as  the  firfl  and  beft  of  dailies,    and  read  and  conlider- 
ed  as  fuch?     It  has  often  [truck  the  Editor  as  a  matter 
much  to  be  regretted,  that  while  Jehovah  has  happily 
got  poffelfion  of  our  churches  and  religious  affernblies, 
Jupiter,  with  all  his  filthy   afTociates,  mould  ftill  pre- 
side in  our  feminaries  of  education.     Surely  it  ought 
not  fo  to  be.     Reafon,  as  well  as  religion  and  found 
policy,  forbid  the    Pre-eminence.     It   never   can   be 
agreeable   to   the    Divine  Being,  that   his   own    book, 
written  exprefTly  for   the  inftruction   and   falvation  of 
mankind,  and   in  every  refpedt,  confeffedly,  fuperior 
to  all  other  books,  mould  be,  in  a  great   degree  neg- 
lected, both  in  our  fchools  and  univerfities*,  and  the 
elegant  rant  and  nonfenfe  (pardon  the  exprefhon)  of 
the  Greek  and  Roman  Poets  infufed,  without  referve, 
into    the    tender  and   unfufpecliug  minds    of  youth. 
He  means  not,   however,  to  infinuate,  the  moft  diftant 
idea  of  having  thefe  fine  writers  fet  afide  and  excluded 
from  our  fchools  and  feminaries  of  learning ;  but  only, 
that  we  lhould  remember  we  are  Chriftians,  and  live 
under  an  higher  and  better  difpenfation.     Let  Grecian 
and  Roman   literature  be  {ludied  and  admired;    but 

then 

*  T;  -  r  has  known  pcvfbm  strive  at  the  fir  ft  honours  of 

tfniverfity,  without  ever  having  a  Bible  in  their  rooms,  unlefs  oc- 
c  d'ion:  llv  borrowed,  during  the  four  years  of  their  undergraduatefhip. 
An  :  trig  man  to  be  known  to  read  that  blefled  book,    eipeci- 

ally  if  he  pretended  to  be  ferlouiitJ  it,  was  to  become  an 
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then  let  it  be  with  fuitable  referves  and  caution  :  for 
that  thefe  excellent  writers  abound  with  doctrines  and 
opinions  inconfiftent  with  Chriftian  principles,  muft, 
by  their  warmeft  admirers,  be  allowed.  Whence  too 
entire  and  devoted  an  application  to  them,  unlefs  an 
antidote,  by  a  judicious  and  prudent  ftudy  of  the 
Divine  Writings,  be  adminiftered  at  the  fame  time, 
cannot  but  prove  greatly  fubverfive  of  principle,  and 
injurious  to  morals.  Horace's  well-known  maxim  is 
not  without  a  very  fignificant  meaning,  and  is  founded 
on  the  jufteft  obfervation  of  things: 

Quo  femel  eft  imbuta  rccens  fervabit  odorcm 
Tefta  diu. 

May  not  the  total  dedication  of  youth  in  our  fchools, 
to  the  Greek  and  Roman  claffics,  and  thofe  warm  pa- 
negyrics, and  extravagant  eulogiums,  fo  conftantly  and 
lavifhly  bellowed  on  them,  to  the  almoft  total  neglect 
of  the  divinely  infpired  Writings,  be  one  main  caufe, 
why  Infidelity  gains  fo  much  ground  among  our  nobi- 
lity and  gentry?  Had  the  enlarged  capacity  of  a  Vol- 
taire, a  Gibbon,  or  any  other  of  the  more  diftinguifh- 
ed  infidels  that  have  flourifhed  in  this  or  any  preceding 
age,  been  fiunifhed  in  the  earlier  part  of  life,  with 
the  juft  and  fublime  views  of  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 
ments,  confidered  in  their  original  languages;  and  had 
the  fame  endeavours  been  ufed  in  pointing  out  to 
thefe  great  men,  and  apprizing  them,  in  ftatu  pupilari, 
of  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  the  Infpired  Writ- 
ers, that  are  commonly  ufed  at  fchools  to  communicate 
to  youth  a  true  tafte  of  the  fpiritand  eloquence  of  Ho- 
race, of  Xenophon  and  Homer,  with  other  celebrated 
dailies:  had  this  been  done,  the  ftyle  and  language 
which  diftinguifh  the  maturer  works  of  thefe  accom- 
plished fceptics,  would  probably  not  have  been  lefs  ele- 
gant and  engaging;  but  their  fentiments  far  lefs  poifon- 
ous  to  principle,  and  deuruclive  to  the  intercfis  of  vir- 
tue, than  they  now  are,  from  the  pleafing  fophiftrv 

and 
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and  fallacious   wit,   with    which,  it  muft  be  onfefTcd, 
they  but  too  Unhappily  abound. 

Let  fome  plan  therefore  be  adopted  in  our  grammar 
fchools  for  teaching  the  Hebrew  in  conjunction  with  the 
Greek  and  Latin  tongues,-  and  let  the  Old  as  well  as 
the  New  Teftament  be  thoroughly  and  repeatedly  read 
and  explained;  efpecially,  let  the  literary  beauties,  the 
entertaining  and  inltruetive  hiftories,  and  the  moil  im- 
portant practical  precepts,  be  pointed  out  and  en- 
forced in  the  courfe  of  reading,  and  the  happieft  effects 
will  follow  upon  the  minds  of  the  riling  generation. 
But  above  all,  fet  before  them  the  grand  and  extenfive 
views  of  that  wonderful  book.  Let  them  fee,  as  their 
minds  open  and  expand,  that  it  confifts  not  merely  of 
a  collection  of  chapters,  and  verfes,  and  diftinct 
aphorifms,  as  too  many  are  apt  to  conceive  ;  but  that 
it  is,  properly  fpeaking,  one  grand  Epic,  confiding 
of  fixty-fix  Books.  As  the  fun,  moon,  and  planets, 
make  one  fyftem,  and  are  each  of  them  neceflary  to 
the  harmony  and  perfection  of  the  whole  ;  fo  the  dif- 
ferent books  of  the  Divine  Writings,  though  feparate- 
ly  confldered,  and  taken  out  of  their  connection,  they 
may  appear  unimportant ;  yet  as  parts  of  one  large 
and  complicated  fyftem,  they  are  neceflary  to  the 
perfection  of  the  whole.  And  though  the  Time  is 
longer  than  is  ufually  admitted  in  compofitions  of 
this  kind,  its  beginning  being  with  the  birth,  and  its 
end  with  the  clofe  of  Nature  itfelf ;  yet  it  mould  be 
remembered,  that  even  this  circumftance  is  perfectly 
confiftent  with  the  reft  of  the  adorable  plan  ;  a  thou- 
fand  years  being  with  the  Lord  as  one  day,  and  one  day  as 
a  thoufand  years.  The  Action  of  it  too,  is  one,  en- 
tire, and  the  greateft  that  can  be  conceived.  All 
the  Beings  in  the  univerfe,  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge,  are  concerned  in  the  Drama.*  The  de- 
fign  of  it  is  to  difplay  the  perfections  of  the  adorable 
Creator,   to  refcue  the  human  race   from  total  miferv 

and 
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and  run,,  and  to  form   them,  by  Example,   to    dory 
honour,  and  immortality.     The  Epic  opens  in  a  mild 
and  calm  fubhmity,   with  the  Creation  of  the  world 
itlel  .     It  is  earned  on  with  an  aftonifhing  variety  of 
incidents,  and  unparalleled   fimplicity  and  majefl 
language.     The  leaft  and  moft   trivial  epifodes    or 
under-aclions,   which   are   interwoven  in  it,  are  parts 
either  neceflary,   or  convenient,   to   forward  the  main 
defign:  either  fo    neceflaiy,  that   without  them  the 
work  muft  be   imperfect,   or  fo   convenient,   that  no 
others  can  be  imagined  more  fuitable   to   the  place  in 
which  they  are.     And  it  ciofes  with  a  book,  the  moft 
folemn,  majeftic,  and  fublime,  that  ever  was  compofed 
by  any  author,  human   or   divine.— AH   this    mould 
not  be  hafuly  and  fuperficially  (canned:   it  fhould  be 
juchcioufly  lectured  on  by  the  Tutor,  and  thoroughly 
imbibed  and   digeiled  by  the  Pupil.     Its  component 
parts,   and  literary  beauties  mould  be  contrafted  and 
compared  with  thofe  of  the  belt  Grecian  and  Roman 
daffies,  and  this  with  degrees  of  accuracy  and  precifion, 
fuited  to  the  progrefs  and  advances  each  clafs  hath' 
made  in  its  learned  and  liberal  purfuits.     And  ifmea- 
fures  like    thefe    were  uniformly  purfued   for   a   few 
years    and  the   Bible  made  the   Standard  Clajic,  with 
which  all  others  were  to  be  compared,   young  gentle- 
men would  no  fooner  begin  to  relifh  the  beauties  of 
an  Homer  and  a  Piato,  of  a  Virgil  and  a  Tully,  but  they 
would  alfo  difcover  finiil  ar,  and  even  fuperior  excellen- 
cies in  a  Mofes  and  a   David,  in  a    Jeremiah  and  an 
Ifaiah,  in  a  Luke  and  a  Paul.  Quid  enim  habet  univerfa 
Poefis,  quid  concipere  poteft  mens  humana  grandius, 
excelflus,  ardentius ;  quid  etiam  venuftius  et  elegantius, 

qnamquaeinfacrisHebraeorumvatunifcriptisoccurrunt? 

qui  magnitudinem  rerum  fere  ineffabilem  veiborum 
pondere  et  carminis  majeftate  exaeqaant ;  quorum  cum 
nonnulli  vel  ipfis  Graeconim  poetarum  fabulis  tfnt 
antiquiores,  ita  omnes  tantum  eos  fublimitate  exfu- 
perant,  quantum  vetuftate  antiquiffimi  antecedunt.* 
If  this  be  a  juft  and  proper  view  of  the  Hebrew  lit< 
*  Vide  Lowth  Dc  Sacra  Poefi  Hebr«orum. 

VoL  m-  b  raturc, 


xviii  P     R     £     F     A     C      E. 

ratine,  the  learned  Prelate  might  well  afk  a  reafon 
for  the  prepofterous  conduct  of  our  grammar  fchools  : 
Quid  eft  igitur  cur  Homeri,  Pihdari,  Horatii  fcriptis 
celebrandis  omnique  laude  cumulandis  toties  immo- 
raraur,  Mofem  interea,  Davidem,  Ifaiam,  filentio 
praeterimus?  For  thefe,  as  well  as  the  other  Divine 
writers,  are  as  much  fuperior  to  the  moft  celebrated 
claffics  for  real  utility,  as  the  fun  is  more  beneficial  to 
mankind  than  the  moon.  Mofes,  for  inftance,  fliines 
unrivalled  both  as  a  Poet,  an  Orator,  and  Hiftorian  : 
David  as  a  Poet :  Solomon  as  a  Moralift,  and  Paftoral 
writer:  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  Nahum,  and  fome 
other  of  the  Minor  Prophets,  as  Orators,  or  Poets,  or 
both  :  the  four  Evangelifts  as  Orators  and  Hiftorians : 
St.  Peter  and  St.  James  as  Writers  of  no  ordinary 
rank  :  and  St.  Paul  as  the  moft  fublime  of  Writers  and 
eloquent  of  Orators.  All  thefe  eulogiums,  upon  the 
facred  penmen,  are  fpoken  of  them  merely  as  Authors, 
without  the  fmalleft  view  to  their  higher  order  as  In- 
fpired  writers,  and  Meffengers  of  the  Lord  of  Hoits. 
If  this  lad  confideration  is  taken  into  the  account,  and 
added  to  the  former,  what  an  infinitely  excellent  and 
important  book  mull  the  Bible  be  V  what  a  bleffing  to 
mankind  ?  and  what  egregious  fools  niufl  they  be  who 
fpend  all  their  precious  time  upon  the  elegant  and 
well-written  abfurdities  of  the  Pagan  writers,  the  fun- 
gous growth  of  modern  Novels,  or  the  flimfy  {tuff  of 
French  tranflations,  to  the  exclufion  or  neglect  of  this 
wonderful,  all-perfect,  and  all-important  Book  ?  Lan- 
guage indeed  cannot  exprefs  the  worth  of  the  one, 
and  the  folly  of  the  other.  If  the  exhortation  of  a 
late  noble  author,  as  improperly  applied  to  the  Gre- 
cian bard,  were  applied  to  this  ineftimable  volume, 
it  would  be  ufed  with  the  {tricteft  propriety  and  de- 
corum : 

Read  God's  Word  once,  and  you  can  read  no  more  ; 

For  all  books  elfe  appear  to  mean,  fo  poor, 

Verfc  will  feem  profe  :  but  ftill  perfift  to  rend, 

And  God's  Word  will  be  all  tbe  books  you  need. 

Duke  of  Buckingham. 
It 
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It  is  no  (mail  praife  to  the  Divine  writings,  that  the 
wifeft  and  befc  men,  in  the  wifeft  and  bed  feafon  oi 
their  lives,  have  a&ually  regarded  them  in  this  all-im- 
portant point  of  view.  To  inftance  in  two  or  three  : 
The  celebrated  Erafmus,  and  the  judicious  Locke, 
having  trod  the  circle  of  the  fciences,  and  ranged 
through  the  whole  extent  of  human  literature,  at 
length  betook  themfelves  folely  to  the  Bible.  Leaving 
^ie  Sages  of  antiquity,  they  fat  inceflantly  at  the  feet 
ofjefus.  Wifely  they  withdrew  from  that  immenfe 
multiplicity  of  learning,  from  thofe  endlefs  tracls  of 
amufing  erudition,  where  noxious  weeds  are  mixed 
with  wholefome  herbs  ;  and  fpent  their  moft  mature 
hours  in  thofe  hallowed  gardens  which  God's  own  wif- 
dom  planted,  which  God's  own  Spirit  watereth,  and 
in  which  God's  own  Son  is  continually  walking.  * 

The  tafte  of  Milton  few  will  call  in  queftion. 
When  blind,  and  confiderably  advanced  in  years, 
however,  we  find  him  fweetly  finging: 

-Yet  not  the  more 


Ceafe  I  to  wander,  where  the  Mufes  haunt 
Clear  fpring,  or  ihady  grove,  or  funny  Hill, 
Srait  with  the  love  of  facred  fong  ;  but  chief 
Thee,  Sion,  and  the  flow'ry  brooks  beneath 
That  wafh  thy  hallow'd  feet,  and  warbling  How, 
Nightly  I  viiit. 

And  indeed  throughout  the  whole  of  that  immortal 
poem,  to  ufe  the  words  of  his  learned  Commentator, 
the  Author  appears  to  have  been  a  moll  critical  reader 
and  a  moft  pafTionate  admirer  of  Holy  Scripture.  He 
is  indebted  to  Scripture  infinitely  more  than  to  Homer 
and  Virgil  and  all  other  books  whatever.  Not  only 
his  principal  fable,  but  all  his  epifodes  are  founded 
upon  Scripture.  The  Scripture  hath  not  only  fur- 
niflied  him  with  the  noblefl  hints,  raifed  his  thoughts 
and  fired  his  imagination  ;  but   hath   alfo  very  much 

b  2  enriched 

*  Hervey's  Meditations. 
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enriched  his  language,  given  a  certain  folemnity  and 
majefty  to  his  diction,  and  fupplied  him  with  many 
of  his  chdiceft,  happieft  expreffions.  Let  men  there- 
fore learn  from  this  inftance  to  reverence  thofe  Sacred 
Writings.  If  any  man  can  pretend  to  deride  or  def- 
pife  them,  it  mult  be  faid  of  him  at  leaft,  that  he 
has  a  taite  and  genius  the  mod  different  from  Milton's 
that  can  be  imagined.  Whoever  has  any  true  tafle 
and  genius,  we  are  confident,  will  efteem  this  poem 
the  beii  of  modern  productions,  and  the  Scriptures 
the  be  ft  of  all  ancient  ones.* 

The  Compiler  has  taken  the  liberty  of  addrefTing 
this  Work  to  a  moll  learned  and  refpeclable  body  of 
men,  on  whom  the  •  profperity  both  of  religion  and 
Science  very  much  depends.  He  fincerely  hopes  they 
will  pardon  the  freedom,  and  believe  him  when  he 
declares,  that  he  is  not  actuated  herein  by  a  dictatorial 
fpirit,  but  by  a  zealous  concern  that  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures may  affume  their  proper  place  in  the  eftimation 
of  mankind.  This  he  believes  can  never  be  effectually 
dt me,  unlefs  thefe  precious  writings  were  taken  under 
their  cordial  aufpices,  and  treated  by  them  in  the 
face  of  the  world  as  they  juftly  deferve.  If  thefe 
large  and  important  bodies  would  undertake  to  plead 
their  caufe,  firfi:,  among  youth  at  our  fchools  and 
univerfities,  and  other  feminaries  of  religion  and 
learning,  and  then,  before  the  people  at  large,  in 
their  refpective  churches  and  religious  afTemblies  :  if 
they  would  embark  in  the  caufe  of  the  Sacred  daffies 
with  half  the  zeal  and  good  fen fe  which  they  ufually 
employ  in  favour  of  the  profane,  it  would  not  fail 
but  the  Word  of  God  would  run  and  be  glorified  as 
in  the   days  of  old. 

Arife  then,  ye  Ambafladors  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts  ; 
ye  Ministers  of  his,   that  d  is   Will  1"  men  : — 

Ye  Candidates  for  the  Sacred  Office,  be  not  aihamed 
to  acknowledge  your  attachment  to  the  Holy  \\  ritings  : 

—Ye 

*  St-c  bifli'jp  Newton's  Edition  oi  Milton's  Poetical  Works. 
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- — Ye  venerable  Sages  of  our  fchools,  whofe  lips  diftil 
wifdom  on  the  ingenuous  minds  of  youth  ;  let  not 
your  juft  eftimation  of  (he  Sacred  Pages  be  concealed 
from  your  charge.  Give  them  their  proper  rank  in 
literature.  Let  them  know  that  the  Bible  i*  the  Book 
of  God,  and  infinitely  worthy  of  its  Author.  Let 
them  fee,  that  as  it.  is  the  moft  facred,  fo  it  is  the 
mofl  fublime,  pure,  perfect,  and  entertaining  of 
books.  Shew  them  at  the  fame  time  the  imperfec- 
tions of  the  Pagan  page,  and  the  innumerable  and 
mocking  errors  with  which  it  abounds.  Let  them 
know  that  the  elegant  and  mafterly  manner  in  winch 
thefe  erroneous  fentiments  are  treated,  ought  by  no 
means  to  weigh  much  with  us.  The  more  elegant 
and  perfect  the  compofition,  the  more  fubtil  and  dan- 
gerous the  poifon  it  conveys.  The  Compiler  well 
remembers  the  pernicious  effect,  that  reading  and 
tranflating  into  Englifh  verfe  the  beautiful  fongs  of 
Anacreon,  in  praife  of  Bacchus  and  Venus,  had  upon 
his  mind,  when  a  youth  at  fchool.  He  is  certainly 
one  of  the  prettier!,  but  one  of  the  moll  improper 
authors  in  the  world,  to  put  into  the  hands  of  young 
perfons.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  various  parts  of 
Horace,  Tibullus,  Juvenal,  Ovid,  Terence,  and  other 
ancients.  With  re f peel:  to  the  laft,  the  elegance  of  his 
language,  and  the  confideration  of  his  being  a  dra- 
matic writer,  are  the  joint  occafions  of  his  being  much 
read  and  fludicd  by  young  perfons.  Bui  that  his 
Comedies  flioukl  be  reprelented  prom i feu oufly  by 
Chriflian  fcholars,  and  before  Clerical  audiences, 
is  fometimes  done  at  our  great  fchools,  i  fomewhat 
furprifing.*-  Nay  even  Homer  and  Virgil  themfelvt 
thofe  two  great  mafters  of  every  excellence  in  fine 
writing,  are  not.  altogether  blamelefs,  Their  lan- 
guage indeed  is  more  chafte  and  pure  ti  an  that  of 
feveral  other  clafTics,  but  then  the  cuftoms  of  the 
lies  were  fo  much  more  grofs,  in  fome  refpecls,  than 

*  See  Gentlemen's  Magazine  for  Feb.  1788,  p?ge  108. 
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ours,  that  the  former  founds  the  action  of  his  principal 
poem  on  Seduction,  and  raifes  the  inoit  materia]  In- 
cidents of  it  on  the  quarrel  of  two  wrathful  kii 
about  the  pofleffion  of  a  beautiful  captive  ;  and  the 
latter  makes  the  hero  of  his  poem,  the  pious  ./Eneas, 
by  the  counfel  and  contrivance  of  a  goddefs,  debauch 
an  hofpitable  and  virtuous  queen  ;  and  then,  by  the 
immediate  direction  of  Jupiter,  the  king  of  the  gods, 
leave  her,  thus  feduced,  to  bewail  his  departure  and 
infidelity  :  which  prey  fo  powerfully  upon  her  fpirits, 
as  to  caufe  her  to  put  a  period  to  her  own  exiftence. 
How  is  it  poffible  for  young  gentlemen,  whofe  ima- 
ginations are  lively  and  paffions  ftrong,  to  read  and 
pore  over  thefe  infinuating  and  well-told  tales,  for 
weeks,  and  months,  and  years  together,  and  not 
catch  the  poifonous  and  deftructive  infection  ?  Human 
nature  muft  not  be  what  it  is  to  efcape  untainted. 
Even  Cicero,  though  an  advocate  for  the  worfhip  of 
all  his  abfurd  divinities,  was  not  infenfible  to  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  the  Poets  upon  the  minds  of 
men  :  Nee  enim  multo  abfurdiora  funt  ea,  quae  poe- 
tarum  vocibus  fufa,  ipfa  fuavitate  nocucrunt  :  qui  et 
ira  inflamrnatos,  et  libidine  furentes,  induxerunt  deos: 
feceruntque  ut  eorum  bella,  pugnas,  prxlia,  vulnera 
videremus :  odia  pneterea,  diffidia,  difcordias,  ortus, 
interitus,  querelas,  lamentationes,  effufas  in  omni 
intemperantia  libidines,  adultcria,  vincula,  cum  hu- 
mano  genere  concubitus,  mortalefque  ex  immortali 
procreatos.* 

But  on  the  danger  and  impropriety  of  inftilling 
into  the  minds  of  youth,  without  re&f.rve,  the  de- 
praved and  blafphemous  notions  of  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
mon  claflics,  the  pious  and  excellent  Pafor  hath  an- 
ticipated all  he  could  wifli  to  fay:  he  takes  the  liberty, 
therefore,  of  farther  addrettingall  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 
have  the  charge  of  our  grammar  fchools  in  his  words: 

Jefus  Chriftus,  Servator,  &  caput  noftrum,  fancto 
Petro    dixit,     Lector,     qui     Deuni     diligis  :     Simon, 

M 

*  De  Naturd  Dcorum. 
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fili  Jones,  diligis  mc  plus  quam  hi?  Ait  illc,  Certe,  Domine : 
tu  nqfli,  quod  amem  te.  Dicit  ei,  pafce  agnos  meos,  h.  e. 
fideles,  quibus  pueri  quoque  funt  accenfendi.  Et  haec 
non  folum  Petro  dixit,  fed  etiam  reliquis  Apoftolis 
&  omnibus  deinceps  verbi  miniftris,  tanquam  veris 
Apoftolorum  fucceffbribus. 

Illi  enim  veri  funt  do&ores,  qui  diligunt  Chriftum, 
et  agnos  ejus.  Chriftus  enim  dixit,  Simon,  fli  J  once, 
diligis  me?  Quibus  verbis  Servator  oftendit,  nihil  effe 
frigidius  doctoribus  illis,  qui  tantum  mercedis  caufa 
perfunclorie  philofophantur,  qui  potius  cupiunt  lucrari 
aurum,  quam  animas.  Sic  nimirum  decet  praecep- 
torem  affectum  effe  erga  difcipulos,  ficut  pater  erga 
filios  fuos. 

Et  fi  patriarcha  Jacobus,  qui  pecudibus  prxeral,  ov< 
rationis  expertes  pafcens,  Sc  hominibus  rationem  red- 
diturus,  nodes  tranfegit  infomnes,  aeftum,  frigus  8c 
omnem  aeris  inconflantiam  paflus  eft,  ne  ulla  pecu- 
dum  illarum  periret :  quanto  magis  ergo  Scholarum 
&  Academiarum  Doclores  non  animalibus  ratione  ca- 
rentibus  praefedlos,  &  non  hominibus,  fed  Deo  voca- 
tions fuae  reddituros  rationem,  decet  vigilare  pro 
adolefcentibus?  Hos  enim  Chriftus  non  pecuniis, 
fed  propriofanguinejibi  acquijivit,  A61  2o.  28.  quorum  an- 
gelijempcr  intuentur  faciem  Patris  ccelejlis,  Matth.   18.  10. 

Quid  vero  praeceptores  in  Scholis,  tanquam  Eccle- 
fiae  feminariis,   docere  debent  ?  Servator  dicit, 

Matth.  28.  30.  doccntes  cos  fervare  omnia,  quae  man- 
davi  vobis. 

Et  haec  dicla  funt  non  folum  Ecclefiarum  epifcopis, 
fenioribus  8c  miniftris,  fed  etiam  fcholafticis  prxcep- 
toribus.  In  Scholis  agni  pafcuntur,  in  Ecclefiis  vero 
oves. 

Deuteron.  6.  6.  Dominus  diferte  mandat  eadem 
omnibus  paedngogis,  patribus,  matribus,  <kc.  dicens  : 
Et  crunt  verba  hcec,  qua  hodic  tibi  prtEcipio,  in  corde  tuo  & 
in  animd  tud,  caquc  acute  ingcres  filiis  tuis,  ac  loqueris  de 
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iis,  quum  feaes  domi  tu<z,  &  quum  ambulas  per  viani,  quum 
cubas,  &f  cumjurgis,  &c. 

Hie  mandatum  Dei  habemus  manifeftifTimum,  quod 
contemnere  nefarium  equidem  foret  facinus.  Afper- 
nantur  autem  illud  omnes,  qui  in  Scholis  exponunt 
poetarum  fabulationes,  Sacrarum  Literarum  obliti. 
Vah  tempus,  cujus  fumptus  debebat  efTe  preciofifiimus, 
ejufmodi  fabulatores  perclunt ! 

Hos  igitur  a  vera  puerorum  &.  juvenum  educatione, 
nee  non  inftitutione  tantum  aberrare,  quantum  caelum 
diftat  a  terra,  brevibus  (fiquidem  quaeftionis  hujus  dig- 
nitatem confideres)  demonftrare  conabor.  Et  ut  a 
definitione  Scholarum  exordiar.  fi  in  Chriftianis  Scho- 
lis oportet  docere  fapientiam  St  virtutem,  fequitur,  fo- 
licitos  nos  effe  debere  de  Novo  Teftamento,  negligen- 
das  vero  effe  illas  Ethnicorum  fabulofitates.  Etenim, 
qusenam  eft  vera  fapientia  ?  Ut  nimirum  agnofcamus 
Deum  &  nos  ipfos,  &.  ut  Deum  agnitum  re&e  colamus. 
Deum  vero  cognofcere  non  poffumus  ex  Ethnic", 
libris,  quos  plenrque  Scholae  hucufque  manibus  fnis 
terunt. 

Quicunque  enim  autores  crediderunt  multos  efle 
deos,  quicunque  permulta  de  iis  fabulati  funt,  falfo- 
Tiim  deorum  nominibus,  votum  nuncupaturi  Stjura- 
turi,  ufi  funt,  ab  I  LI  Is  verus  Deus  cognofci  nequit. 
Nimirum  csecus  dux,  hue  St  illuc  oberrans,  fe  et  quern 
ducit,  prxcipitat  in  fovcam.  Nihil  diclurus  fum  de 
myfterio  myflerio.rum,  nempe  de  facrofancta  Tri- 
nitate,  nbi  Ethnici,  ipfis  pifcibus  funt  magis  muti. 
Deus  enim  ftvlt gentcs  incedere  in  viisfuh  (Act  14.  16,) 
nee  dignatus  eft  eos  vifitatione,  quae  per  prophetas 
facia  eft.  Caro  vero  et  fanguis  tantum  myfterium 
non  revelavit  (Matlh.  16.  17.)  fed  Pater  qui  cfl  in 
iis.  Homerus,  Hefiodus,  Pindarus,  Ariftophanes, 
Virgilius,  Horatius,  &  reliqui  fabulatores,  quia  illi  ig- 
norarunt  verum  Deum,  non  potuerunt  vera  dicere  de 
hoc  uno  &  folo  vero  Deo.  Et  profeclo  eo  impietatis 
k  d  (Terunt,  ut  talia  comminifcerentur  de 

Numine  peccata,  quae  coram  juventute  recenfere  me 
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pudet.  Tales,  inquam,  deos,  deafque  finxerunt,  quales 
cives  honefta  Refp.  nequaquam  ferret.  De  quibus  in 
vivum  Deum  peccantibus  Palingenius  vcnffnne  fcribit 
lib.  l.  quem  Arietem  vocavit,  dicens : 

In  ccelo'eft  meretrix,  in  ccelo  eft  turpis  adulter. 

Poe'tas  vero  a  Satana  aclos  hujufmodi  confinxifle 
monftra  k  fie  fabulatos  effe,  non  inepte  conjeftat, 
ut  occafiones  praeberent  hominibus  ad  lafciviendum,  ad 
libidinandum,  ad  fcortandum,  &,  ut  uno  verbo  dicam, 
ad  luxuriandum.  Scilicet  hoc  eraf  hominem  natura 
corruptum  amplius  corrumpere.  Hoc.  (inquam,)  erat 
ignem  igni  addere. 

Quum  enim  omnes  natura  ad  quamlibet  pravitatem 
niinis  proclivcs  &  propenfi  fimus,  facile  hae  obrep- 
i'erint  cogitationes  :  fi  poetse  noltri,  quos  merito  ve- 
neramur  tanquam  viros  divinitus  afflatos,  deorumque 
interpretes  fcribunt,  Saturnum  devorare  infantes, 
effe  voracem,  Jovem  promifcue  fcortatum  effe,  Iliad 
15.  deos  inteftinis  inter  fe  difledifle  bellis,  carnem 
humanam  devoraffe,  k  in  cceno  flagitiorum  variorum 
fefe  volutafle,  fequitur,  non  effe  hsec  tanta  flagitia, 
prout  Ariftarchi  noftri  nugantur.  Licet  fcortari,  de- 
cipere,  bello  alios  laceffere,  bibere  &  libidinari,  eo 
quod  dii  haec  ipfa  fecerint.  Vita  deorum  nobis  eft 
inftar  legis.  Et  fane  nihil  magis  invitare  ad  imitan- 
dum,  quam  deorum  exemplum,  omnes  facilb'me  arbi- 
trantur.  Etenim  illi  putantur  beatiifimi,  fimilemque 
felicitatem  cuncli  adipifci  cupiunt. 

Ifocrates,  quum  efiet  annorum  nonaginta  quatuor, 
in  oratione  Panathenaica  fcribit,  quofdam  fua  aetate 
putaffe,  neque  ipfos  deos  peccati  effe  expertes  :  ubi  ita 
a  minori  colligit :  fi  ipfi  dii  non  funt  peccati  expertes 
quanto  minus  Athenienfes? 

Virgilius  maximc  impie  fcripfit.   /Eneid.  7. 
Mifta  deo  mulier — 

Si  enim  promifcua  Venere  dii  ufi  funt,  brutis  ani- 
mantibus  non  proeftiterunt  :  imo  ipfis  biutis  fuerunt 
magis  bruti.    Plura  de  hifce  fordibus  dicere  ipfa  pietas 
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yetat,  animufque  meus  horreftit.  Melius  fcripfit  Eu- 
ripides, dicens,  Dii  fi  patrarent  turpia,  non  forent  dii. 
Homerus  &.  focii  ejus,  qui  tantas  turpitudines  de  diis 
fcriptitarunt,  fe  atheos  fuiffe,  pofteris  evidentiffime 
demonftrarunt. 

Profcclo  haud  paruni  refert,  ut  Ariftotcles  fapientif- 
fime  docuit,  a  teneris  fie  aut  aliter  afluefcere,  quum 
rat ui  a  altera  fit  prava  confuetudo.  Lana  baud  facile 
primum  deponit  colorem.  Memoria  puerorum  mollis 
efletcerea,  quaeque  fernel  in  astate  florente  fuerunt 
haufta,  tanquarn  incifa  in  perpetuum  fervat. 

Lege  Platonem,  fi  libet,  in  libro  de  Rebufpublicis  2. 
de  hoc  Themate  ex  profeflb  differentem,  ubi  ait, 
Non  recipienda  effe  in  urbem  fabulofa  poetarum 
commenta,  quail  dii  inter  fefe  gerant  bella,  aliique 
aliis  ftruant  infidias  .  Hanc  neque  Homeri  circa  deos 
infaniam,  neque  ullius  alius  poetas  effe  recipiendam. 
Et  nominatim  non  recipienda  effe,  quae  Homerus  de 
deorum  bello  fabulatus  fuerit;  five  accipiantur  hsec 
allegorice,  five  non.  Juvenis  enim  (inquit)  nefcit  dif- 
finguere,  quid  fit  figurate  dictum,  &  quid  non  :  fed 
quafcunque  ille  toties  hauferit  opiniones,  eas  deinde 
difficalter  elui,  &  manere  alta  mente  repoftas.  Deum 
affirmare  caufam  malorum,  quum  fit  bonus  omnino 
hunc  errorem  refutandum.  Cogendos  effe  poe'tas  ut 
dicant  &  fcribant  fancta,  Sec. 

Idem  Plato  bene  dixit  in  Theage,  Nefcio  (inquit) 
de  quanam  re,  aliquis  fana  mente  prxditus  magis  de- 
beat  effe  folicitus,  quam  de  filio,  quomodonam  op- 
timus  evadat.  Idem  (ut  Plutarclms  de  puerorum 
catione  commemorat)  diligenter  monuit,  ne  1111- 
tric.es  quafcunque  Fabulas  puerulis  enarrcnt,  ne  ip- 
im  teneras  mentes  ab  initio  dementia  Sc  corruptees 
imbui  contingat. 

Idem  Plato  de  legib     4.  hxc  confulit,  non    permit- 

dum  poetis,   ut   effutiant,   quicquid  iis  libuerit,  ne 

legibus  contraria  dicentes,    urbi    noceant.     Si   Plato 

non  fivii,  ul  Poetae  qualiacunque,  quae  ipfis  in  buccam 

ermt,  garrirent,  k  difleminarent  nngas  legibus  re- 

pugnantes : 
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pugnantes:  quanto  minus  concedendum,  ut  Poetae 
noftri  canant  aut  fcribant  difcrepantia  a  Scripturis  di- 
vinitus  infpiratis  ? 

Admonitionc?  hae  auro  funt  magis  aureae,  &  admo- 
dum  memorabiles.  Multi  paedagogi  in  fuis  didaf- 
caliis  (feu  potius  in  fuis  idoliis)  majus  operae  pretium 
fe  facere  arbitrantur,  fi  pluribus  explanent,  quifnam 
Jupiter,  Vulcanus,  Neptunus,  Saturnus,  fee.  creditus 
fuerit,  quam  ut  interpretentur,  quifnam  fit  Jefus 
Chriftus  ubi  non  multis  utuntur  verbis,  quafi  haec  fcirc 
nihjl  interfit.  Atque  ita,  qui  regnum  Satanae  debeban? 
labefactare,  &  deftruere,  illud  nefcientes  ftabiliunt. 

Profeel.6,  ya  Mi  qui  fcandalttm  dederii  uni  ex  minimis, 
ficut  loquitur  Servator,  Matth.  18.  7.  Mentiri  vero  de 
Deo,  annon  hoc  eft  offendere  parvulos,  five  adolef- 
centes,  qui  putant  omnia  efte  oracula,  quae  a  docen- 
tibus  fuere  prolata  ?  Oportet  enim  difcentem  credere. 

Boni  principes  aegre  ferunt,  &  irafcuntur  ei,  qui 
faifam  de  ipfis  opinionem  fparferit,  eumque  mendacem 
jubent  abire  in  rem  malam.  Si  de  pnncipum  fama, 
ut  ea  farta  teclaque  maneat,  debemus  eife  foliciti, 
quanto  magis  dicenda  funt  de  Deo,  quae  ejus  msjef- 
fati  convemunt  ? 

Non  folum  vero  Deus  ex  Ethnicis  fcriptoribus  non 
cognofcitur,  ficut  haclenus  diclum  eft,  fed  etiam  nc* 
ipfos  ex  iis  agnofcere  nequimus.  Nam  poetarum  Bib- 
liothecae  nihil  continent  de  lapfu  Adami,  nihil  de  ino- 
bedientia  Sc  lapfu  noftro,  qui  turn  eramus  in  lumbis 
Adami,  nihil  de  creatione  &  vita  acterna.  Et  fi  quae 
horum  habeant,  tantopore  fuis  fabulofis  commend"; 
implicarunt  8c  obfcnrarunt,  ut  ferme  Veritas,  cuius 
umbram  quandam  a  patriarchis  acceperant,  apud  infi- 
deles  mendacii  reddatur  fufpecla. 

De  hominis  regeneratione  k  liberatione  per  folum 
Jefum  Chriftum  ne  gry  quidem  proferunt.  Et  Apos- 
tolus fatetur,  a  fe  praedicatum  Chriftum,  quae  doelriua 
Graecis  vifa  fuerit  ftultitia.  Animalis  cnim  homo  non 
capit  co,  qucrfunt  Spiritih  Dei.  Sunt  ei  fultitia,  nee  / 
ea  cognofccrc,  quia  fpiritualitcr  dijudicantur.   I  Cor.  2.   14. 

Ex 
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Ex  Act.  26.  24.  palet,  Feftum,  Pauli  fermonem,  de 
refurrectione  mortuorum  h  juftoDeijudicio  differentis, 
fie  interrupiffe,  Infants,  Panic,  multce  liters  te  ad  injaniaw 
redlgunt..  Haec  doctrina  videbatur  Fefto  infania  quae- 
dam.  Omnes  vero  Ethnici,  qui  ante  Chriftum  incar- 
natum  fcripferunt,  quorum  libros  habetnus,  animales 
fuerunt,  athei,  impii,  ambulanles  in  fuis  idolomaniis. 
Quapropter  nihil  miri  elt,  fi  tanta  myfteria  ignorave- 
rint,  eo  tempore  inter  gentes  filentio  fepulta. 

Ex  iis  quae  diximus,  luculentiffime,  ipfoque  folc  cla- 
rius  apparet,  veram  fapientiam  apud  Ethnicos  autores 
neque  quaerendam,  neque  inveniri  poffe. 

Quamvis  vero  multa  de  moribus  baud  infeite,  fed  fa- 
pienter  diilz  habeant,  prout  inficiari  nolim,  tamen 
faepe  vitium  pro  virtute,  8c  contra  virtutem  pro  vitio 
infipientibus  &  idiotis  inilillant. 

De  pietate  in  Deum  Ariftoteles  nihil  commemorat. 
Cicero  in  libris  de  officiis  fatetur,  fe  tantum  aliquam 
virtutis  umbram  reperU  erperam   fcribit,   nemi- 

nem  laede,  mfi  laceffitus  &  injuria  afteclus.  Servator 
enim  nofter,  aeterna  Pan;::'  fapientia,  contrarium  man- 
dat  Matth.  5,  44.   dicens,  Diligite  I  firos.  Rom. 

12.  do.   Ale  hoj  .   Et  Servator,  antequam  mori- 

retur,  oravit  pro  impiis,  per  quos  cruci  fuerat  affixu?, 
&  per  quos  pedes  Sc  matins  ejus  faiicliflimae  crudeliffime 
fuerunt  cla vis  pertufx.  Stephanus  primus  martyr,  quum 
lapidaretur,  idem  fecit,  vociferans,  Ae'l.  7,  fro.  Domi- 
ni',  ncjiaiuas  iis  h'o:  peccatum. 

Novum  Teftamentum  coramendat  &  pa-ffim  inculcat 
humilitatem,   docens,   Deum  fuperbis  rejifterei  htmdlibus 

.  ■  dare  gratiam  :  ipfum  habitaturum  in  contritis  corde. 
n  fibi  ipfi  manus  is  docet  eflehorren- 

dum  facinus.  Efa.  57.  15.  Apud  Gentiles  Ver6  am- 
bire  prinoatum, 

lios,  &,  iis  1 
onfeifcere  mc  rtera, 

non  ita  pofitnm  fuit  in  vitio,  fed  pro  figno  magnani- 
mitatis   habitum.     Sacra    Scriptura   docet,  nuptias    a 

Deo 
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Deo  inftitutas,  a  Chrifto  honoratas,  k  benediclas. 
Multi  vcro  inter  Ethnicos  poetae  impii  (pro  more  quo- 
rundam  etiam  hac  astate  viventium)  voluptatibus  ine- 
briati,  &  in  reprobam  mentem  traditi,  conjugium  in- 
ceffunt,  contetnnunt,  k  pro  nihilo  reputant,  dicentes, 

Satins  efie  mulierem  fepelire,  quam  ducere. 

Vitam  ccelibem  effe  angelicam.  De  quibus  veriffima 
ell  vetus  ilia  gnoma : 

Siepe  folcnt  vates  mentiri. 

Quorum  carmina  faepe  ab  anilibus  nugis  nihil  diffe- 
runt,  &  funt  veteres  ineptia?. 

An  non  Pythagoras  Ethnicorumphilofophorum  prae- 
ftantiffimus  in  aureis  fuis  carminibus,prout  ea  inlcnbit, 
plane  impie  dixit  : 

Tartareofque  Deos  colito  ? 

Quemadmodum  etiam  Virgilius,  quamvis  alium  lo- 
quentem  introducens,  commemorat  hifce  verbis  : 

Fle&ere  fi.  ncqueo  fuperos,  Acheronta  movebo. 

Homerus  fabuloforum  fcriptorum  coryphaeus,  quae 
in  folum  Deum  cadunt,  Soli  non  fine  blafphemiaattri- 
buit,  Iliad.  3.   ubi  fie  fabulatur : 

Sol  qui  cundta  audis,  quique  omnia  confpicis  unus. 

Sed  quid  praeterea  loquor?  Deficeret  enim  me  tern- 
pus,   fi  fingula  vellem  enarrare. 

Pluiima  hifce  fimilia  legere  licet  apud  beatum  Atha- 
nafium  in  oratione  fua  contra  gentes. 

Hactenus  demonftravi,  veram  fapientiam  Sc  virtutem 
ex  Ethnicorum  fcriptis  non  effe  difcendam.  Quae  enim 
quis  non  habet,  ea  nee  aliis  impertiri  poteft.  Novimus 
vero  Scholasa  Deo  inftitutas,  ab  admodum  piis  principi- 
bus  apertas,  ad  fanandos  duos  animi  morbos.  Quorum 
hie  quidem  eft  in  mente,  nempe  ftultitia,  hoc  eft,   ig- 

norantia 
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apertifiime  peccaffe  in  decalogum.     Diferte  enim  dicit 
Apoftolus. 

l  Cor.  10.  lo.  ^u<b  Gcntes  facrijicant,  damoniisfacri- 
jicant,  &  non  Deo. 

Sacrificabant  vero  Jovi,  &.  caeteris  diis,  quorum  j 
ante  mentionem  fecimus.  Act.   14.  13. 

Spiritus  S.  interdixit  nobis  Chnflianis,  prout  pauIo 
ante  iocutifumus,  ne  meminerimus  deorum  alienorum. 
Digniffima  enim  funt  idola  ilia,  quorum  nomina,  quo- 
rum mentio  &  monumenta  prorfus  deleantur,  eque 
medio  plane  tollantur. 

Repugnantibus  vero  Sc  objicientibus,  Ethnicos  fcrip- 
fiffe  8c  reliquiffe  multa  utilia  ad  emendandos  mores, 
ad  Remp.  bene  gubernandam,  &x.  St  fuavitatem  poe- 
matum  non  effe  a  philofopho  alienam  : 

Refpondeo  l  Cor.  5,  6.  Parum  fermenti  totam  majfam 
fcrmentat.  Mala  bonis  mifta  omnia  corrumpunt.  In 
N.  T-  lege  fancli  Petri  Epiflolam  priorem,  quam  Arif- 
totelis  &  Ciceronis  Ethicis  longiffime  pra:fero.  Lege 
reliquas  fanclorum  ApoOolorum  epiftolas,  St  fateberis 
alios  folos  perfecliffimam  bene  vivendi  formulam  nobis 
reliquiffe,  St  confcripfiffe.  Lege  proverbia  Solomoni?, 
Pfalmos,  Jobum,  Pentateuchum,  &c.  St  diviniflimarum 
gnomarum  pelagum  admiraberis. 

Ethnici  ii  quid  boni  habuerunt,  acceperunt  a  patri- 
archis,  patriarchs  vero  a  Deo,  &t  prout  cseco  notum 
effe  poteft,  plurimi  ex  Mofe,  tanquam  antiquiilimo 
Scriptore,  moraiia  fua  bauferunt.  Bene  vero  dixit 
poeta : 

Purius  ex  ipfo  fonte  bibuntur  aquje. 

Quod  vero  ais,  fuavitatem  poematum  non  effe  ali- 
enam a  philofopho,  illud  in  te  retorquens,  refpondeo  : 
Quid  duicius  effe  poteft  facra  Scriptura  ?  Omnium  re~ 
rum  in  Lac  terra  tandem  nos  capit  fatietas  ;  S:  ut  Pin- 
darus  fcribit,  etiam  mellis  capimur  fatietate.  Sacrae 
Scripture  vero  dcliciis  pia  animn  faturari  nequit.  Nul- 
lum ejus  effe  poteft  faftidium.  Etenim  quacnam  dul- 
cedo  major  ell;  charitate  Dei  cffufa  in  corda  eledorum  ? 

Rom. 
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Rom.  5.5.  ^ui  gujiarunt  tantam  dulccdincm,  occulti  illius 
manna,  Apoc.  2.  17.  exclamant  cum  Apoltolo. 

Ex  cujus  ore  fermo  fluxit  melle  dulcior. 

Phil.  3.  8.  *%uin  etiam  certe  duco  omnia  damnum  cjje 
propter  eminentiam  cognitionis  Chrijii  Jefu  Domini  Tnei, 
&c.  propter  quern  omnibus  ifiis  meipjum  muitavi,  eaque  duco 
pro  Jiercoribus,  ut  Chrijfum  lucrifaciam.  Ergo  Scriptura 
omnium  rerum  dulcium  eft  dulciflima,  k  veriilime 
dicitur  : 

Si  Chriftum  difcis,  fatis  eft  ft  caetera  nefcis. 
Si  Chriftum  neicis,  nihil  eft  (i  cxtera  difcis, 
Et  quid  eft  qu:efo  philofophia  fine  Jefu  Chrifto  ? 

Amor  flultitiae  eft,  animaeque  corruptela,  k  ut  Salmo 
veriffime  fcripfit,  vanitas  vanitatum.  Praebeamus  itaque 
bibendum  adolefcentibus  noftris  lac  facrarum  litera- 
rum,  fincerum,  purum,  k  falubre.  In  Ethnicis  poe'tis, 
ut  plurimum,  multae  funt  nugae,  nihilque  fani.  Ante 
Chriiti  adventum  in  carnem  Ecclefia  non  egebat 
libris  Ethnicis,  fed  Mofes,  pfalmi  8c  prophetae  fufFe- 
cerunt.  Quare  itaque  hodie  nobis  non  fufficit  Sacra 
Scriptura,  aurfla  Apoftolicorum  librorum  additione  ? 

Multi  Chriftiani,  qui  fub  Ethnicis  St  impiis  impe- 
ratoribus  vixerunt,  quando  dixerunt,  averfanda  elTe 
Ethnicorum  deorum  nomina,  perfecutione  fuerunt 
preffi,  k  ut  videre  eft  ex  A<5tis  Apoftolicis,  ex  epiftola 
ad  Hebraos.  c.  11,  v.  37.  k  ex  hiftoriis  Ecclefiafticis, 
vircis  caefi,  in  carceres  abducti,  catenis  adftricli, 
lapidati,  fera  diftecli,  in  ignem  prxcipitati,  aut  a  tens 
belluis  dilaniati  k  occifi  fuerunt.  Poetaftri  vero  noftri 
non  erubefcunt  invocare  Mufas,  Paliadem,  St  nos  ad- 
monentes  ipfos,  derident  tanquam  naiutulos,  quad 
noftram  ipforum  reformidemus  umbram.  Opraepofteros 
imitatores,  St  fimios  deriforum  illorum  a  Chrifto 
alienorum,  ab  Ecclefia  remotorum,  St  plane  inexcufa- 
bilium!  Vosutique  olim  potuifletis  pacate  vivere  inter 
Gentesa  quibus  fanccti  ApoftoliSt  plurimi  martyres  fine 
omni  commiferatione  interfecli  fuerunt,  quod  nollent 
invocare     Jovem,      Paliadem,    Phcebum,      Sec.     Sed 

Vol.  iii.  c  poetas 
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poetae  noflri,  novi  illi  fabulatores,  Homeri  fimii,  St 
nomine  tenus  Chrifliani,  fe  excufare  conantur,  dicen- 
tes,  fe  haec  probe  tenere,  &  melius  fe  fentire  quam 
loqui.  Se  nofle  idola,  St  Ethnicos  deos  nihil  efTe, 
quo  praetextu  olim  &  Corinthii  eodem  fane  modo  ufi 
iunt.  Refpondeo  vero,  oportere  nos  etlam  ab  omni  fpecie 
mali  abftinere,  l  ThefT.  5.  22.  Deus  abominatur  om- 
nem  contaminationem  exteriorem  St  interiorem.  2 
Corinth.  7.  1.  St  vult,  ut  fe  colamus  fpiritu  St  lingua. 
Vult,  ut  fe  diligamus  ex  omnibus  viribus.  Non  folam 
animam,  fed  etiam  corpus  creavit,  St  vult  ut  utraque 
parte  fe  honoremus.  Rom.  12.  1.  jubet  Deus,  ut 
jijiamus  membra  nqflra  hojiiam  vivam,  Stc.  Profeclo  ego 
ejufmodi  poetas  non  Chriitianos,  fed  Ethnicos  palam 
voco.  Vocem  enim  audio,  St  ex  ea  judicium  fero, 
eofque  qui  gentilium  more  locuti  funt,  Ethnicos  ap- 
pello.  Quum  fim  homo,  quae  in  corde  latent,  non 
video.  De  iis  itaque  judicare  meum  non  eft.  Sed  ne 
quis  opinetur,  haec  paradoxa  a  me  folo  exarata  St  con- 
ficfla,  alios  audiamus.  Henricus  Stephanus  in  Cate- 
chefin  Graece  a  fe  verfam,  fufe  de  iifdem  praefatur. 
Idem  facit  Michael  Neander  in  praefatione  fua  in 
Catechefin  beati  Martini  Lutheri  Graece  verfam. 
Praefertim  vero  Henricus  Stephanus  in  Novo  Tefta- 
mento  ita  praefatur  : 


Illuxitque   omnibus  iftha-c 


Lux  Evangelii,  quos  fol  illuftrut  ab  axe  ; 
Hie  liber  eft  folus,  qui  vera  oracula  pandit. 
Quifham  quaefolibris  his  aequaretur  Homerus^ 
Aures  qui  mulcct,  mendacia  inania  fundens  ? 
Quis  veUros  animus  cacodaemon  fafcinat  eheu 
Mortales,  quibus  arrident  mendacia  vana  ? 
Qui  vero  nugas  has  antetuliftis  inanes  ? 
Va"h  mifcros,  infiat  quos  vana  fcientia  reclum 
Qui  ucfcitis  iter,  quo  fiammifera  itur  ad  afira  ! 
Definite  en  tandem  ventofa  requirere  verba, 
Salvificumque  Dei  tantum  perdifcite  veibuni, 
A  vcfir:  1  oculis  tenebras  quod  difcutit  on. 
Quod  vos  deducit,  oUceit  ccunoe7c,    luieina, 
Et  tandem  ilatuit  rutilo  vox  axe  beat 


Ad 
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Ad  haec  nobifcum  fentit  etiam  Auguftinus,  prifcus 
Ecclefiae  doctor,  in  libro  fuo  de  confeilione,  prout  euin 
infcribit,  capite  15.  ubi  dolet  fe  florentem  a^atem 
contriviffe  in  hujufmodi  vanis  &  inutilibus  rebus,  atque 
ita  fanctus  ille  vir  exclamat  :  Utinam  (inquit)  quum 
juvenis  effem,  inftitutus  fuiflem  in  iibris  utilibus! 
Ego  adhuq  adolefcens  audivi  in  fchola  Jovem  tonantem 
Sc  fimul  aduiterantem,  Sec. 

Huic  Ecclefiae  lurnini  aflentitur  Ludovicus  Vives  in 
tractatu  de  difciplinis,  ubi  Ethnicos  ilJ.os  autores  com- 
parat  cum  mulieribus  Ethnicis,  ab  Ifraelitis  in  bello 
captis  &,  abductis,  de  quibus  legere  licet  Deut.  21. 
Manifefte  veio  Deus  conjugium  cum  exotica  prohibct, 
Exod.  34.  16.  Deut.  7.  3.  Sententia  Ludovici  Vivis 
eft,  pari  ratione  Ethnicos  illos  autores  non  congruere 
Scholis  Chriftianis. 

Audivifti  non  tantum,  Lector,  qui  Deum  diligis, 
rationes  multas,  fed  etiam  Script  urae  teflimonia,  k 
teftimonia  virorum  magnorum,  Theologoruin,  Philo- 
fophorum  Sc  Philologorum.  Haec  profecto  qu^ftio  non 
eget  ampliori  demonftratione,  prout  eft  proverbium 
vulgatiffimum  : 

In  bona  caufa  tria  verba  fufficiunt. 

Colligo  itaque,  ficut  ex  iis,  quae  perfaepe  a  me  font 
dicta,  ad  oculum  demonftravi,  fidelium  prseceptorum, 
Sc  paedagogorum  effe  oHicium,  at  in  pofterum  N.  T. 
Jefu  Chriiti  Servatoris  noftri  adolefcentibus  diligentet 
exponant,  gvammatice  dictiones  refolvant,  ^  quant 
fieri  poteft,  illis  dicta  interpretentur,  attorn  perantes 
fefe  ad  tenerce  aetatis  infeitiam. 

Such  are  the  fentiments  and  cautions  of  this  excel- 
lent man.  What  effect  they  may  produce  on  the 
minds  of  others  he  cannot  fay  ;  but  to  the  Compilei 
there  appears  much  good  fenfe,  as  well  as  piety,  in  his 
obfervations.  If,  indeed,  he  means  to  exclude  ctaffic 
authors  wholly  from  our  fchools,  he  in  no  wife 
with  him.  He  ihould  be  extremely  forrv  ever  to 
that  daw     The,   lofs,  he  conceives,    would  be  inefti- 
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mable  both  to  the  interefts  of  religion  and  learning. 
All  he  contends  for,  is,  that  we  Ihould  not  Paganize 
in  fo  great  a  degree  ;  that,  in  Chriflian  fchools  and 
univeifities,  the  profane  dailies  ihali  not  be  Principals; 
but,  that  they  fhall  be  fele&ed,  and  read  with  cau- 
tion ;  that  great  care  and  pains  fhall  be  ufed  by  the 
teacher  to  counteract  the  iil-tendency  of  them  ;  and, 
that  the  Old  Teilament,  in  conjunction  with  the 
New,  and  in  its  own  proper  language,  ihall  be  intro- 
duced into  our  fchools,  and  made,  as  hath  been  already 
expreffed,  The  Standard  Classic.  He  would 
have  thefe  unparalleled  writers  frequently  enlarged  up- 
on, and  flrongly  recommended,  efpeciallyon  a  Sunday, 
in  the  prelence  of  young  gentlemen  deflined  to  the 
learned  profeflions.  He  would  will)  them  to  be 
taught  to  pronounce  with  juftnefs  and  propriety  feme 
of  the  orations  of  thefe  inimitable  authors,  in- 
ftead  of  dwelling  for  ever  on  Pagan  themes.  He 
would  have  them  read  as  Poets,  as  Orators,  and 
as  Hiftorians  :  as  the  moil  fublime  of  Poets,  as  the 
moil  eloquent  of  Orators,  and  as  the  mod  authentic 
and  initruclive  of  Hiilorians.  Let  Homer  and  Virgil, 
and  the  other  Gentile  poets,  have  their  juft  degree  of 
praife  and  eilimation ;  but  let  young  people  be  taught, 
at  the  fame  time,  that  they  are  only  beautiful  and  in- 
genious triflers,  comparatively  fpeaking,  and,  as 
Plato  fays  of  father  Homer  in  particular,  lie  with  the 
beft  grace  in  the  world;  that,  nOtwithftanding  all  that 
has  been,  or  all  that  can  be  faid  in  favour  of  them, 
they  are  fo  adulterated  with  falfe  divinity,  lax  mora- 
lity, and  lewd  prefidents,  that  they  are  rather  calcu- 
lated to  endanger  the  virtue,  than  promote  the  hap 
pinefs  of  mankind. 

That  the  Holy  Scriptures  may  be  made  perfeclly 
familiar  to  the  learned  youth  of  the  nation,  the  Com- 
piler would,  therefore,  recommend,  that  a  Collection, 
Oil  the  plan  of  the  two  laft  volumes  of  this  Woik  (or 
on  a  better)  be  publilhed,  with  a  good  paper  and  type, 
for    the     ufe    of    fchools,     in     Latin,     Greek, 

Hebrew, 
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Hebrew,  and  read  along  with  the  Heathen  writers,  at 
Jealt  as  a  Sunday  Book,*  and  a  book  wherewith  to  cJofe 
each  day.  Firlt,  let  it  Le  repeatedly  read,  and 
thoroughly  digefted,  in  Latin,  then  in  Greek,  and 
laftly  in  Hebrew.  And  let  no  young  gentlemen  be 
permitted  to  go  to  the  Univerfity,  or  to  enter  into  Hoiy 
Orders,  till  this  is  done.  Whatever  he  may  know 
befides,  or  whatever  he  may  be  ignorant  of,  let  this 
be  the  Sine  qua  non.  And  if  the  late  venerable 
Lowth's  celebrated  Praelectiones  de  Sacra  Poefi  He- 
braeorum  were  added  to  fuch  a  feleelion,  and  read  as  a 
claihcal  performance,  much  good  mightbe  expected,  and 
the  Word  of  God  would  obtain  its  proper  authority. 
It  would  foon  be  held  in  the  higheft  honour  and 
eftimation,  as  every  way  worthy  of  God,  not  only 
among  the  poor  and  illiterate,  who  embrace  it  on  the 
credit  of  others,  but  amongft  all  men  of  real  learning 
and  tafte,  whether  they  fubmitted  their  necks  to  its 
gentle  yoke  or  not. 

It  is  an  invariable  maxim  among  ciaflical  fcholars, 
that  Plato,  Xenoplion,  Tully,  Juvenal,  and  other 
Greek  and  Roman  authors,  cannot  be  read,  to  any 
confiderable  advantage,  without  a  competent  know- 
ledge of  their  refpe&ive  languages.  If  this  isjuil  with 
regard  to  thefe  two,  will  it  not  hold  equally  good 
with  regard  to  languages  in  general  ?  If  fo,  how  lhall 
we  be  able  to  enter  into  the  fpirit,  and  to  tafte  the 
beauties  of  the  Jewifh  authors,  without  an  acquaint- 
ance with  that  firft  and  moft  fimple  of  all  languages, 
in  which  they  wrote  ?  And  is  it  not,  at  lead,  as  ne- 
ceflary  that  we  {hould  be  able  to  underftand  the  latter 

* — Clofe  the  day's  work,  under  the  determinate  fentence  of  David 

or  Solomon,  or  the  Evaneelifh  and  Apoftolic  Scriptures. Sundays 

alfo  and  every  evening  may  be  now  underftandingly  (pent  in  the  higheft 
matters  of  theology,  and  church  hiftory  ancient  and  modern  :  and  ere 
this  time  the  Hebrew  tongue  at  a  fet  hour  might  have  been  gained, 
that  the  Scriptures  may  be  now  read  in  their  own  original,  whereto  it 
would  be  no  impoffibility  to  add  the  Chaldee,  and  the  Syrian  dialect. 

Milton's  Tractate  of  Education. 
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accurately  as  much  as  the  former  ?  Shall  we  pity  and 
defpife  the  man,  who,  having  it  in  his  power  to  a6l 
otherwife,  prefers  reading  Pope's  Homer  and  Dryden's 
Virgil,  to  perufmg  thefe  immortal  Bards  in  their  more 
noble  originals  ?  and  yet  applaud  the  claflical  fcholar, 
who,  neglecting  or  defpifing  the  Hebrew,  fpends  his 
whole  life  in  ftudying  the  Book  of  God  in  one  of  the 
moil  literal  of  all  tranflations  ?  Let  thofe  who  know  no 
better,  and  who  are  not  able  to  remedy  the  evil,  be 
thankful  that  providence  has  afforded  them  fo  valuable 
a  fubftitute  ;  but  let  not  fcholars  be  fo  prepofterous, 
as  to  contend  for  the  inutility  of  a  knowledge  of  the 
facred  tongue,  while  they  are  fuch  able  and  Itrenuous 
advocates  for  reading  the  Pagan  writers  in  their  own 
proper  languages.  The  ftudy  of  the  original  text, 
fays  a  judicious  French  author,  can  never  be  fufli- 
ciently  recommended.  It  is  the  {horteft,  fureft,  and 
moft  agreeable  way  to  all  forts  of  learning.  Draw 
from  the  fpring-head,  and  take  not  things  at  fecond 
hand.  Let  the  writings  of  the  great  matters  be  never 
laid  afide  ;  dwell  upon  them,  fettle  them  in  your 
mind,  and  cite  them  upon  occafion  ;  make  it  your 
bufinefs  thoroughly  to  underftand  them  in  their  full 
extent,  and  in  all  their  circumftances :  acquaint  your- 
felf  fully  with  the  principles  of  original  authors  ; 
bring  them  to  a  confiftency,  and  then  do  you  yourfelf 
make  your  deductions.* 

If  the  Compiler  might  be  permitted,  without  of- 
fence, to  fugged  one  idea  more,  he  would  earneftly 
recommend  to  thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  that  the 
beft  pieces  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Fathers,  who  lived 
in  the  three  fir  ft  centuries,  mould  be  publifhed  together 
-in  an  handfome  volume  or  two,  and  put  into  the  hands 
of  Youth  before  they  leave  their  refpedive  fchools. 
And    if  tome  of  the  fineft    parts  of  St.   Chryfoftom 

I   Laclantius  were  added  from  the  Writers  of  the 
fourth  age,   the  fele&ion  would  be  greatly  improved. 

This 

*  La  Bruyere,  Mocurs  dc  co  ficclr. 
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This  mould  be  carefully  read  now  and  then,  efpecially 
on  a  fabbath-day,  in  conjunction  with  the  former,  not 
as  a  book  to  polHli  their  ftyle,  but  to  improve  their 
minds,  to  warm  their  hearts,  and  to  introduce  them 
to  an  acquaintance  with  thefe  venerable,  but  too  much 
neglecled,  Authors.  It  is  for  want  of  this  early  ac- 
quaintance, that  the  generality  even  of  the  Clergy  re- 
main, in  a  great  degree,  ftrangers  to  them,  all  the 
remainder  of  their  lives. 

This  early  introduction  to  thefe  Authors,  ought  more 
particularly  to  be  encouraged  by  thofe  who  are  friends 
to  our  prefent  Church    Eftablimment,   as   its  dcclrine 
and  difcipline  (abufes  excepted)    are  certainly  founded 
upon,  and  mod  conformable  to  them,  of  any  Church 
Ellablifhment   this  day  in    Chriftendom.     It   is    not 
fufneient  that  a  few  learned  men  merely  mould   know 
thefe    tilings  :    the    circumftances    of    the    Primitive 
Church  ought  to   be  familiar  to   the  curious  and  in- 
quifitive  of  every  rank  and  order  of  men.     This  would 
have  a  greater  tendency,  perhaps,  than  any  other  ftep 
that  can  be  taken   to  eftabliih  common   Chriftians   in 
their  molt  holy  faith,  and  to  keep  them  firm  and  fteady 
to  their  profefTion,  when  they  found,   that  both   their 
belief  and  practice   are  the  fame  as   thofe   of  the   firft 
Chriftians,  in  the  bell  and  pureft  agesofthe   Church. 
For  this  purpofe,   if  ever  a  new  tranflation  of  the  Holy- 
Scriptures  fhould  be   attempted  by   public    authority, 
which   is   the  earneft  wifli  of  many  learned  men,   he 
would  recommend  to  them  who  {hall  be  concerned  in 
the  great  undertaking,  to   confider,  whether  it   would 
not  be  for  the  advantage  of  real  Chriftianitv,  to    fub- 
ioin  to  the  end  of  the  New  Teftament  a  tranflation    pi 
thefe  prime  pieces  of  the  Fathers,  in  the  f;.me  manner 
as  the  books  of  Apochrypha  are  fubjoined  to  the  Old 
Teitament.     The  common  people  would  hereby  have 
an   opportunity  of  feeing  with  their  own  eves,  and  of 
judging  for  themfelves,  whether  the  doctrine  and  dif- 
cipline of  the  Church-cftablifhed  are  not,  in  the  main, 

the 
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the  fame  as  were  held  and  praclifed  by  the   immediate 
followers  of  our  blefTed  Lord,  and  his  Apoftles. 

Nor  would  any  danger  arife  to  the  ftyle  and  language 
of  Youth  by  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding.  For  though 
the  writings  of  the  Fathers  are  moil  eminently  ufelul 
for  that  fine  pious  {train  which  characterizes  them,  and 
for  that  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  Primitive  church 
which  they  convey  to  us,  yet  there  are  fome  of  them 
by  no  means  defective  either  in  ftrength  or  elegance  of 
language.  A  good  judge  of  compofition  has  favoured 
the  public  with  a  pleafing  view  of  the  ftyle  of  Minutius, 
Lactantius,  and  Chryfoftom,  with  which  thefe  obfer- 
vations  on  the  Fathers  (hall  clofe  :  The  Dialogue  of 
Minutius,  fays  he,  is  judicious  and  elegant,  clofe  and 
perfpicuous.  The  critics  have  indeed  charged  him  with 
want  of  the  Roman  purity  in  fome  places  ;  but  if  he 
has  in  a  few  paffages  a  little  fpice  of  the  African  dialed, 
it  is  the  lead  imaginable.  He  is  full  of  lively  and  in- 
ftructive  fentences,  which  almoft  equal  the  number  of 
his  periods;  which  fentences  naturally  refult  from  his 
fubject,  and  are  neatly  interwoven  with  the  thread  and 
contexture  of  his  difcourfe.  He  argues  with  con- 
vincing reafon,  and  rallies  with  agreeable  lathe  and 
fharpnefs.  His  wit  is  true  flerling,  folid  and  bright, 
of  intrinfic  value,  and  unallayed  luflre.  He  clears 
Chriftianity  from  the  vile  afperfions  which  the  Pagan 
difputant  threw  upon  it,  and  retorts  his  charge  upon 
his  adverfary's  religion,  with  fuch  becoming  vehe- 
mence, and  evidence  of  truth,  that  he  demonflratei 
himfelf  to  be  the  mod  dangerous  opponent  that  could 
be  feared  againft  a  bad  caufe,  as  well  as  the  nobleft  ad- 
vocate, and  ableft  champion,  that  could  be  defired  for 
a  good  one. 

Lactantius  has  fo  much  of  the  ftrength  and  beauty 
of  the  great  Roman  philofopherand  orator,  that  he  has 
gained  the  honourable  character  of  the  Chriftian  Ci- 
cero. No  man  wrote  with  equal  puritv  after  the  decay 
of  the  Latin  tongue  ;  fcarce  any  man  fo  like  Cicero  in 
jts  ftate  of  perfection.     Both  the  Chriftian  Apologifts 
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underftand  all  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Grecian 
and  Roman  religion  ;  and  are  perfectly  acquainted  with 
all  their  Authors.  They  happily  employ  the  argu- 
ments of  the  Pagan  philofophers,  the  accounts  of  their 
hiitorians,  and  the  eloquence  of  their  poets  and  ora- 
tors, to  defend  and  adorn  the  Chriftian  caufe.  They 
turn  the  artillery  of  their  Heathen  enemies  againft 
them  ;  prove  their  pretended  gods  to  be  mere  mortals, 
by  the  conceffions  of  their  molt  zealous  worlhippers  : 
and  triumph  over  Roman  fuperftition  by  the  force  of 
Roman  eloquence. 

St.  Ohryfoftom  is  eafy  and  pleafant  to  new  begin- 
ners ;  and  has  written  with  a  puritv  and  eloquence 
which  have  been  the  admiration  of  all  ages.  This 
wonderous  man,  in  a  great  meafure,  poiTefles  all  the 
excellencies  of  the  molt  valuable  Greek  and  Roman 
clalfics.  He  has  the  invention,  copioufnefs,  and  per- 
fpicuity  of  Cicero  ;  and  all  the  elegance  and  accuracy 
of  compofition  which  is  admired  in  Ifocrates ;  with 
much  greater  variety  and  freedom.  According  as  his 
fubjecl  requires,  he  lias  the  eafmefs  and  fweetnefs  of 
Xenophon,  and  the  pathetic  force  and  rapid  fimplicity 
of  Demolthenes.  His  judgment  is  exquifite,  his 
images  noble,  his  morality  fenlible  and  beautiful.  No 
man  underftands  human  nature  to  greater  perfection, 
nor  has  a  happier  power  of  perfuafion.  He  is  always 
clear  and  intelligible  upon  the  loftiell  and  greatelt  fub- 
ject ;  and  fublime  and  noble  upon  the  leaf!.* — 

There  are  two  or  three  other  little  books,  of  a  date 
fomewhat  later,  which  the  Editor  could  wifh  to  have 
thrown  into  the  way  of  young  gentlemen  before  their 
minds  become  contaminated  by  mixing  with  the 
world.  Though  the  language  cannot  be  recommended 
for  them  to  imitate,  and  though  there  are  feveral  things 
that  are  truly  objectionable,  vet  there  is  fuch  a  favour 
of  piety  and  devotion  as  mult  touch  the  heart  of  every 
well  difpofed  perfon  in  a  very  powerful  and  agreeable 

manner. 

*  Blac'uvall's  Introdu'ilioijto  the  ClafTcs, 
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manner.  The  Reader  will  probably  judge,  that  the 
Devotional  pieces  of  St.  Augufline,  and  the  Imitation 
of  Chrift  by  Thomas  a  Kempis,  are  here  intended. 
Whoever  wifh.es  to  enter  into  the  Interior  of  religion, 
may  fpend  a  profitable  hour  every  now  and  then  in  one 
or  other  of  thefe  afcetic  authors.  Few  human  writings 
will  have  fo  great  a  tendency  to  raife  his  affe<5r.ions,  to 
purify  his  heart,  to  fublime  his  foul,  and  to  prepare 
him  for  the  enjoyment  of  thole  pleafures  which  are  laid 
up  at  God's  right  hand  for  evermore.  Who,  for  mfrance, 
can  read  the  following  hymn  of  Augufline,  and  not 
pant  after  the  happinefs  it  defc.ribes,  even  though  hi? 
judgment  may  utterly  difapprove  of  the  monkifh 
rhymes,  and  play  of  words,  which  run  through  the 
whole  ? 

Ad  perennis  vitae  fontem 

Mens  fitivit  arida, 
Clauftra  earn  is  praefto  frangi 

Claufa  quaerit  anima, 
Glifcit,  ambit,  eluclatur 

Exul,  frui  patria. 

Dam  prefluris,  ac  aerumni'v 

Gemens  fe  obnoxium, 
Quam  amifit,  cum  deliquit, 

Contemplatur  gloriani, 
Praefens  malum  auget  bemi 

Perditi  memoriam. 

O  quis  promat,  urbis  paris 

Quanta  lit  Iaetitia  ! 
tlbi  vivis  margarit is 

Surgunt  aedificia  : 
Auro  ccila  micant  tecla, 

Radiant  triclinia. 

Solis  gemmis  pretiolis 

Ha-c  fhuctura  nedtitur  : 
Auro  mundo,  tanquam  vitro, 

Urbis  via  flcrnitur. 
Abeft  fimus,  limus  abeft, 

Lue*  nulla  cernitur. 

Hyems 
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Hyems  horrens,  tonens  asftas, 

Illic  nunquamfaeviunt. 
Flos  perpetuus  rofarum 

Ver  agit  perpetuum. 
Candent  lilia,  rubefcit 

Crocus,  fudat  balfamum. 

Virent  prata,  vernant  fata, 

Rivi  mellis  influunt 
Pigmentorum  fpirat  odor, 

Liquor  et  aromatum  ; 
Pendent  poma  floridorum 

Non  lapfura  nemorum. 

Non  alternat  Luna  vices, 

Sol,  vel  curfus  liderum, 
Agnus  eft  faelicis  urbis 

Lumen  in  occiduum  : 
Nox,  et  tcmpus  defunt  ei  ; 

Diem  fert  continuum. 

Illic  fandli  quique,  velut 

Sol  praeclarus,  rutilant  ; 
Poft  triumphum  coronati 

Mutuo  conjubilant  : 
Et  proftrati  pugnas  hoftis 

Jam  fecuri  numerant. 

Omni  labe  defaecati 

Carnis  bellanefciunt  : 
Caro,  facta  fpiriutalis, 

Et  mens,  unum  fcntiunt : 
Pace  multa  perfruentes 

Scandala  non  perferunt. 

Mutabilibus  exuti 

Repetunt  originem  ; 
Et  praefentem  veritatis 

Contemplantur  fpeciem  : 
Hinc  vitalem  vivi  fontis 

Hauriunt  dulcedinem. 

Indeftatum,  femper  iidern, 

Exeuntes  capiunt  : 
Clari,  vividi,  jucundi 

Nullis  peccant  cafibus. 
Abfunt  morbi  femper  fanis  ; 

Sene^lus,  juvenibus.  Hinc 
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Hiuc  pcrcnuc  tenent  eff>  ; 

Nam  tranurc  tranhit. 
Indevigent,  virenti  fioicnt, 

Corruptcla  corruit. 
Immortalis  vigor  atno 

Mortis  jus  abfbibuit. 
Qui  fcientem  cuncta  fciant, 

Quid  jam  fcire  nequeunt  ? 
Nam  ct   pectoris  arcana 

Penetrant  altcrutrum, 
Uuura  volunt,  unum  no! an;. 

Unitas  ell  mentiura. 

Licet  cuique  (it  diveifum 

Pro  labore  meritum, 
Charitas  hoc  fuum  facit, 

Quae  dum  amat  aUeruin, 
Proprium  lie  fingulorum 

Commune  lit  omnium. 

Ubi  corpus,  illuc  celfie 

Congregantur  aquike, 
Quo,  cum  angelis,  heat* 

Recrcantur  anima  . 
Uno  pane  vivunt  cives 

Utriuiquc  patriae. 

Avtdi,  et  Temper  pleni, 

Quod  habent  ddiderant  ; 
Non  fatietas  faltidit, 

Neque  fames  crucinr  : 
Inhiantes  Temper  edunt, 

Et  edentes  iiihia^xt. 

Regem  cxU  in  excelfis 

Faelix  cemit  anima, 
Et  fub  fede  fpecTnt  alta 

Orbis  volvi  machinam, 
Solem,  lunam,  et  globofa 

Cum  planetis  lidera. 

Illic  novas  harmonias 

Vox  meloda  contit.it 
Et  in  jubilum  pruL.1.1 

Mulccnt  aures  organ  I, 

Dum  fancfli,  per  quern  tiiumphant, 

Red  daut  tuxconia. 

Chriltr. 
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Chrifte,  palma  bellatorum, 

Hoc  in  municipium 
Introduc  me,  poft  folutura 

Militarecingulum.    - 
Fac  confortem  donativi 

Beatorum  civiuin. 

Pisebe  vires  inexhaufto 

Laboranti  pnelio, 
Ut  quietem  poft  prjecinclum 

Debeas  cmerito, 
Tequc  merear  potiri, 

Sine  fine  pvaemio.     Amen.* 

Whether  thefe    fentiments   on    Biblical  and    clafli- 
cal  learning,  will  comport  with  the  ideas  of  the  worthy 
Matters     of    our  Grammar    fchools,     he    cannot  fay. 
The   Compiler  willies  not  to  give   difpleafure  to  any 
man,    much    lefs  to   that  moll  ufeful  and    refpedable 
body  of  men.     For   how  little   foever  they    may  be 
efteemed     in    this     fuperficial    and     diffipated     age, 
fome  of  the  firft  characters  that  ever  lived   have   fub- 
mitted  to,  and  delighted  in,  the  employment ;  and  the 
beftjudges  of  real  merit  have  always  held  the   Inttruc- 
tors    of  youth    in    high    eftimation.     Indeed,    ftriclly 
fpeaking,  what  are  Parents,  but  inftruc~lors  of  Infants  ; 
School-matters,    but    inftruclors    of  Boys  ;    Heads    of 
Colleges,  but  inftruclors  of  Youth  ;  and  Clergymen, 
but  inftructors   of  full-grown  men  V  Whether  this  is 
admitted  or  not,    let  it  be  remembered,  that  Socrates, 
Plato,  Ariltotle,  Pythagoras,  and  Quintillian,   among 
the  ancient  Heathen ;    Pantaenus,  Origen,   Dionyfius 
Alexandrinus,    among   the   Fathers    of  the     Chrittian 
church;  and   Erafmus,    Wotton,    Hale,  Milton,    and 
many  others  among  the   more  modern  ;   were  all  em- 
ployed,  in  a  private  or  public  way,  in   the   education 
of    youth.     And  we   may  juftly    fay  with    the   great 
Roman  orator  :  Quid  munus  reipublicae  adferre  majus, 
meliufve  poflumus,  quam  fi  docemus  atque    erudimus 

juventutem? 

*   See  the  Works  of  Auguftine,  vol.  a. 


xlvi  PREFACE. 

juventutem?  His  praefertim  moribus,  atque  temporibus, 
quibus  ita  prolapfa  eft,  ut  omnium  opibus  refrenanda 
ac  coercenda  fit. 

The  Editor  of  this  Work  can  well  aflure  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen,   how  little  foever   he  himfelf  may  be  capable 
of  promoting   either  the    one  or  the  other,  that  the 
interefts    of  Religion  and  Learning   lay    much   upon 
his    heart  ;    and  any    mode  of   education    which    is 
beft  calculated  to  promote   thefe  great   ends,  he    mod 
fincerely  wiflies   fuccefs  to.     His  own   opinion  he  has 
delivered    with    freedom,    but    without  undue  attach- 
ment.    If  he  errs  in  an  over-zealous   regard  to    the 
Oracles  of  Truth,  and  the  Sacred  Language,  he  errs 
in  good  company,  and  he  hopes  it  is  a  miftake,    that 
will  do  neither  him,   nor  his  Readers,  nor  the  Public, 
any  real   harm.      If  any   think   othervvife,  he   has   no 
quarrel  with   them.     Confcious  how  frail  we  all  are, 
and  how  little  the  moft  learned  know,  he   confiders 
very   few   fubjedls  as  worthy   of  a  controverfy.    The 
great  controverfy  with  him,    he  hopes,  will  ever    be 
with  his  own    paffions.     And  this,  together  with  the 
eflential  duties  of  his  ftation,  he  is  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge,   engages  (b    much    of    his    time    and    atten- 
tion,   that  he    has    neither  leifure  nor  inclination  for 
inferior  kinds  of  controverfy.     The  proper    bufinefs 
of  life  feems   to  be  of  a  different  nature.     What  that 
bufinefs  is,    the  following  words  of  a  wife  man  will  not 
unaptly  tell  :   *  May  my  laft  hours  find  me  occupied 
in  amending  and  improving  my  heart !  that  I   may  be 
able  to  fay  to  God,  Have   I  violated   thy   commands  ? 
have  I  ever  accufed  thee,  and  complained  of  thy  go- 
vernment V  I    have  been  fick  and   infirm,  becaufe  it 
was  thy  appointment  ;  and  fo   have  others,  but  I  wil- 
lingly.    I   have    been    poor,    according   to  thy    good 
plea/uie,   but   contented.     I    have  had    no  dignities: 
thou  haft  withheld  them,  and  I  have  not  thought  them 
ev€fi    worthy  of   a    wilh.     Didft    thou   fee    me   fad 

and 

*  Scr  Joftias  R^marls  on  Ecclefiaftica!  Hiftory. 
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and  deje&ed  on  thefe  accounts  ?  Did  I  not  appear 
before  thee  with  a  ferene  countenance,  and  chearfully 
complying  with  thy  facred  orders  ?  Deal  with  me,  and 
difpofe  of  me  as  thou  wilt ;  thy  will  is  mine  ;  and  if 
any  one  (hall  fay,  that  thou  haft  been  unkind  to  me,  I 
will  defend  and  maintain  thy  caufe  againft  him.  Wilt 
thou  that  I  depart  hence  ?  I  go  ;  and  I  return  thee 
my  fincereft  thanks  that  thou  haft  vouchfafedto  call  me 
hither  to  this  great  afTembly  and  entertainment,  and 
haft  permitted  me  to  contemplate  thy  Works,  to  admire 
and  adore  thy  Providence,  and  to  comprehend  the 
wifdom  of  thy  Conducl.  May  death  feize  me  writing 
and  meditating  fuch  things  ! 

Now  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead 
our  Lordjefus,  that  great  fkepherd  of  the  fheep,  through  the 
blood  of  the  everlajiing  covenant,  make  us  perfetl  in  every 
good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  us  that  which  is  wcll- 
f  leafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrijl  :  to  whom  be  glory 
for  ever  and  ever.     Amen.t 
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BOOK      VI. 


INTRODUCTION. 


TH  E  firft  part  of  this  book  contains  the  raoft  ufefui 
and  ftriking  portions  of  the  Divine  and  Apocryphal 
writings,  which  come  under  the  idea  of  Proverbial 
Sayings,  together  with  fome  miicellaneous  matters,  that 
could  not  fo  well  be  reduced  to  any  other  head  :  The  fecond 
part  contains  Proverbial  Sayings  alio,  and  other  mifcellaneous 
matters,  which  have  been  collected  from  ieveral  of  the  mod 
valuable  among  Pagan  authors. 

Every  competent  reader  will  fee  reafon  to  admire  thofe 
fparkling  rays  of  light  and  truth,  which  have  been  emitted 
from  the  glorious  Sun  of  Righteoufnels,  many  of  them  long 
before  he  arofe  upon  our  benighted  world :  but  yet,  I  think, 
he  will  readily  allow,  that  they  tall  very  much  (hort  of  thofe 
glowing  proverbs  and  golden  layings,  which  will  be  found  in 
the  firft  part,  and  in  which  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  Apocry- 
phal books  fo  wonderfully  abound.  Let  the  Reader,  how- 
ever, judge  for  himfelf.  I  appeal  to  his  piety  and  his  feel- 
ings. 
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PART     I. 

Proverbial  Sayings,    and  other  mtfcellaneom  /)'/- 
courfes,from  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  Apocr 
Writings. 


MY  fon,  get  wifdom,  get  underfhnding;  forget  it 
not;  forfake  her  not,  and  fhe  fhall  preferve  thee ; 
love  her  and  fhe  fhall  keep  thee. 

Wifdom  is  the  principal  thing;  therefore  get  wifdom; 
and  with  all  thy  getting,  get  underfhnding.  Exalt  her  and 
fhe  fhall  promote  thee  :  fhe  fhall  bring  thee  to  honour  when 
thou  doft  embrace  her:  fhe  fhall  give  to  thine  head  an  orna- 
ment of  grace ;  and  a  crown  of  glory  fhall  fiie  deliver  to 
thee. 

Trufl  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart ;  and  lean  not  unto 
thine  own  underfhnding :  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge  him, 
and  he  fhall  direct  thy  paths. — Be  not  wile  in  thine  own 
eyes ;  fear  the  Lord,  and  depart  from  evil  ;  it  fhall  be  health 
to  thy  navel,  and  marrow  to  thy  bones. — Honour  the  Lord 
with  thy  fubfhnce,  and  with  the  firft-fruita  of  all  thine  in- 
creafe;  fo  fhall  thy  barns  be  tilled  with  plenty,  and  thy 
preffes  fhall  burft  out  with  new  wine. 

My  fon,  defpife  not  the  chaftening  of  the  Lord,  neither 
be  weary  of  his  correction  :  for  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he 
correcleth,  even  as  a  father  the  fon  in  whom  he  delighleth. 
— With-hold  not  good  from  them  to  whom  it  is  due,  when 
it  is  in  the  power  of  thine  hand  to  do  it.     Say  not  unto  thy 
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neighbour,  Go,  and  come  again,  and  to-morrow  I  will  give  ; 
when  thou  haft  it  by  thee. — The  curie  of  the  Lord  is  in  the 
boule  of  the  wickecl;  but  he  blefleth  the  habitation  of  the 
juft. — Surely  the  Lord  fcotneth  fcoTners;  but  he  giveth 
grace  unto  the  lowly. — The  wife  {hall  inherit  glory;  but 
(name  {hall  be  the  promotion  of  fools. 

Enter  not  into  the  path  of  the  wicked  ;  and  go  not  in  the 
way  of  evil  men  :  avoid  it,  pafe  not  by  it,  turn  from  it,  and 
pafs  away:  for  they  cat  the  bread  of  wickednefs,  and  drink 
the  wine  of  violence :  but  the  path  of  the  juft  is  as  the  fhining 
light,  that  flaineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. — 
The  memory  of  the  juft  is  bleffed  ;  but  the  name  of  the 
wicked  {hall  rot. — The  fear  of  the  Lord  prolongeth  days; 
but  the  years  of  the  wicked  {hall  be  fhortened. — A  falfe 
balance  is  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  but  a  juft  weight  is  his 
delight. — The  liberal  foul  {hall  be  made  fat ;  and  he  that 
watereth,  {hall  be  watered  alfo  himfelf. — They  that  are  of  a 
froward  heart  are  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  but  i'uch  as  are 
upright  in  their  way  are  his  delight. 

Treafures  of  wickednefs  profit  nothing. — The  Lord  will 
not  fuffer  the  foul  of  the  righteous  to  famifh. — The  hand  of 
the  diligent  maketh  rich. — Bleffings  are  upon  the  head  of  the 
juft. — In  the  multitude  of  words  there  wanteth  not  fin. — 
The  blefilng  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich. — The  expectation 
of  the  wicked  (hall  periih. — The  righteous  {hall  never  be 
moved. 

He  that  with-holdeth  corn,  the  people  {hall  curfe  him  ; 
but  bleffing  {hall  be  upon  the  head  of  him  that  ielleth  it. — 
A  righteous  man  regardeth  the  life  of  his  beaft  ;  but  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel. — Lying  lips  are  abo- 
mination to  the  Lord  ;  but  they  that  deal  truly  are  his  de- 
light.— He  that  walketh  with  wife  men  fliall  be  wife;  but  a 
companion  of  fools  fliall  be  deftroyed. — He  that  fpareth  his 
rod  hateth  his  fon  ;  but  he  that  loveth  him  chafteneth  him 
betimes. — The  heart  knowcth  his  own  bitternefs  ;  and  a 
fi  Linger  doth  not  intermeddle  with  his  joy. — The  houfe  of 
the  wicked  mall  be  overthrown  ;  but  the  tabernacle  of  the 
upright  [hall  flouriih. 

re  is  a  way  which  feemeth  right  unto  a  man  ;  but  the 
end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death.— Even  in  laughter  the 
heart  is  forrowful;  and  the  end  of  that  mirth  is  heavinefc. — 
A  wife  man  feareth  and  departeth  from  evil  ;  but  the  fool 
ragcth  and  is  confident, — In  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  (hong 
confidence,  and  his  children  fhall  have  a  place  of  refi 
— ;  ..  flow  to  wrath  is  of  great  uudaluuiding  ;  but  he 
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that  is  hafty  of  fpirit  exalteth  folly. — He  that  opprefleth  the 
poor  reproacheth  his  Maker;  but  he  that  honoureth  him 
hath  mercy  on  the  poor. — Righteoufnefs  exalti  th  a  natitfn  . 

but  fin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people. — A  foft  anlv.ri  turn 
away  wrath ;  but  grievous  words  ftir  up  anger.— The  eyes  cH 
the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good. 
The  facrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  . 
but  the  prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delight.— The  way  of 
the  wicked  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord;  but  he  loveth 
him  that  followeth  after  righteoufnefs.— The  thoughts 
the  wicked  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  but  the  words 
of  the  pure  are  pleafant  words.— The  facrifice  of  the  wicked 
is  abomination  ;  how  much  more  when  he  bringeth  it  with 
a  wicked  mind? — The  Lord  is  far  from  the  wicked  ;  but  he 
heareth  the  prayer  of  the  righteous. 

Hell  and  deftru&ion  are  before  the  Lord  ;  how  much  more 
then  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men  ?— The  preparation  of 
the  heart  in  man  ;  and  the  anfwer  of  the  tongue  is  from  the 
Lord.— The  Lord  hath  made  all  things  for  himfelf;  yea, 
even  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil.— Every  one  that  is  proud 
in  heart  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  ;  though  hand  join 
in  hand  he  (hall  not  be  unpunilhed.— When  a  man's  ways 
pieaf'e  the  Lord  j  he  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace 
with  him.— A  man's  heart  devifeth  his  way  ;  but  the  Lord 
direfteth  his  fteps.— The  lot  is  caft  into  the  lap  ;  but  the 
whole  difpofing  thereof  is  of  the  Lord. 

Better  is  a  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  than  great  trea- 
fures  and  trouble  therewith.— Better  is  a  dinner  or  herbs 
where  love  is,  than  a  flailed  ox  and  hatred  therewith.— Better 
is  a  little  with  righteoufnefs,  than  great  revenues  without 
light.— Better  is  a  dry  morfel,  and  quietnefs  therewith,  than 
a  houfe  full  of  factifices  with  ft  rite.— Better  it  is  to  be  of  an 
humble  fpirit  with  the  lowly,  than  to  divide  the  lpoil  with 
the  proud.— Better  is  the  poor,  that  walketh  in  his  upright- 
nel's,  than  he  that  is  perverfe  in  his  ways,  though  he  be  rich. 
—It  is  better  to  dwell  in  the  wildernels,  than  with  a  conten- 
tious and  angry  woman.— A  foolifh  Ion  is  the  calamity  of 
his  father;  and  the  contentions  of  a  wife  are  a  continual 
dropping.— It  is  better  to  dwell  in  a  corner  ot  the  houfe  top, 
than  with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide  houfe. 

Pride  goeth  before  definition  ;  and  an  haughty  fpirit  be- 
fore a  fall.— How  much  better  is  it  to  get  wildom  than  gold? 
and  to  get  underftanding  rather  to  be  cholen  than  lilver?— 
There  is  a  way  that  feemeth  right  unto  a  man  ;  but  the  end 
thereof  are  the  ways  of  death.— The  hoary  head  is  a  crown 
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of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  o!  -He 

that  is  flow  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty  ;  and  he  that 
ruleth  his  (pint  than  he  that  taketh  a  city. — Wholo  mock- 
eth  the  poor  reprojtcheth  his  maker;  and  he  that  is  glad  at 
calamities  ihall  not  he  unpunished. — Whofo  rewardeth  evil 
for  good,    evil  (hall  not  depart  from  his  houfe. 

The  beginning  of  ftrife  is  as  wjien  one  letteth  out  waters  ; 
therefore  leave  oil  contention  before  it  be  meddled  with. — 
Hethatjuftilieth  the  wicked,  andhethat  condemncth  thejuft, 
even  they  both  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord. — Even  a 
fool,  when  he  holdeth  his  peace,  is  counted  wife  ;  and  lie 
that  fhutteth  his  lips  is  efteemed  a  man  of  underlhnding. — 
He  that  is  (lothful  in  his  work,  is  brother  to  him  that  is  a 
great  waiter. — He  that  anfwereth  a  matter  before  he  heareth 
it,  it  is  lolly  and  fhame  unto  him. — The  difcretion  of  a 
man  deferreth  his  anger;  and  it  is  his  glory  to  pafs  over  a 
tranfgreflion. — He  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor  lendeth  unto 
the  Lord  ;  and  that  which  he  hath  given  will  he  pay  him 
again. — There  are  many  devices  in  a  man's  heart ;  never the- 
lefs  the  coumelof  the  Lord,  that  ihall  fiand. 

The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower  ;  the  righteous 
runneth  into  it  and  is  fide. — Say  not  I  will  recompense  evil  ; 
but  wait  on  the  Lord  and  he  will  lave  thee. — The  king's 
heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  ;  as  the  rivers  of  water  lie 
turneth  it  whitherfoever  he  will. — Every  way  of  a  man  i- 
right  in  his  own  eyes  ;  but  the  Lord  pondereth  the  hearts. — 
To  do  juftice  and  judgment  is  more  acceptable  to  the  Lord 
than  facrifice. — Judgments  are  prepared  for  fcorners;  and 
(tripes  for  the  back  of  fools. — The  iluggard  will  not  plow  by 
reafon  of  the  cold  ;  therefore  (hall  he  beg  in  harveft  and 
have  nothing. — The  juft  man  walketh  in  his  integrity  ,•  his 
children  are  bleifed  after  him. — Divers  weights  and  di 
rneafures,  both  of  them  alike  arc  abomination  to  the  Lord. — 
The  hearing  ear;  and  the  feeing  eye,  the  Lord  hath  u 
even  both  of  them. — Love   not  fleep,    kit    thou  come  to 

Eoverty ;  open  thine  eyes,  ana  thou  malt  be  fatisfied  with 
read. 
Whofo  curfet-h  his  father  or  his  mother,  his  lamp  Ihall  be 
put  out  in   obfeure  darknels. — It  is  naught,  it  is   nai.. 
faith  the  buyer ;  but  when  he  is  gone  his  way,    then  he 
boafieth. — An  inheritance  may  be  gotten  hafiily  at   the  he- 
;   but  the  end    thereof  ihall   not   I  d. — The 

fpirit  of  a  man  i<;  the  caudle  of  the  Lon  hing  all 

inward  parts  of  the  belly. — \\ 

fry  oJ  the  poor,  he  alio  (hall  cry  himfelf,  but  fhall  not  be 
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heard. — He  that  loveth  pleafure  fhall  be  a  poor  man  ;  lie  that 
ioveth  wine  and  oil- (hall  Dot  be  rich. — He  that  iolloweth 
after  righteoufnefs  and  mercy,  findeth  life,  righteoufnefs, 
and  honour. 

There  IS  no  wifdom,  nor  counfel,  nor  underfhnding, 
againft  the  Lord. — The  horie  is  prepared  againft  the  day  of 
battle  ;  but  fafety  is  of  the  Lord. — By  humility  and  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  are  riches,  and  honour,  and  life. — Train  up  a 
child  in  the  way  lie  Ihould  go;  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 
not  depart  from  it. — He  that  hath  a  bountiful  eye  lhall  be 
bleffed  ;  for  he  giveth  of  his  bread  to  the  poor. — He  that  op- 
prefleth  the  poor  to  increafe  his  riches,  and  he  that  giveth  to 
the  rich,  fhall  finely  come  to  want. — Rob  not  the  poor  be- 
caufe  he  is  poor  ,•  neither  opprefs  the  afflicted  in  the  gate  ; 
for  the  Lord  will  plead  their  caufe,  and  fpoil  the  foul  of 
thofe  that  fpoiled  them. — Seeft  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his 
bufinefs?  He  fhall  ftand  before  kings,  he  (hall  not  Hand  be- 
fore mean  men. — Let  not  thine  heart  envy  finners  ;  but  be 
thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long. — Be  not 
among  wine-bibbers  ;  among  riotous  eaters  of  flelh;  for  the 
drunkard  and  the  glutton  (hall  come  to  poverty  ;  and  drowli- 
nefe  fhail  cloath  a  man  with  rags. 

Hearken  unto  thy  father  that  begat  thee  ;  and  defpife  not 
thy  mother  when  fheds  old. — If  thou  forbear  to  deliver  them 
that  are  drawn  unto  death  ;  and  thofe  that  are  ready  to  be 
flain:  if  thou  fayeft,  Behold  we  knew  it  not :  "doth  not  he 
that  pondereth  the  heart  confider  it  ?  And  he  that  keepeth 
thy  foul  doth  he  not  know  it?  And  fhall  not  he  render  to 
every  man  according  to  his  works? — Fret  not  thyieli  becaufe 
of  evil  men,  neither  be  thou  envious  at  the  wicked:  tor 
there  fhall  be  no  reward  to  the  evil  man  ;  the  candle  of  the 
wicked  fhall  be  put  out. — If  thine  enemy  be  hungry,  give 
him  bread  to  eat  ;  and  if  he  be  thirfly,  give  him  water  to 
think;  tor  thou  (halt  heap  coals  of  fire  upon  his  head,  and 
the  Lord  fhall  reward  thee. 

He  that  hath  no  rule  over  his  own  fpirit  is  like  a  citv 
is  broken  down,  and  without  walls. — Seeft  thou  a  1 
in  his  own  conceit?  There  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than  of 
him. — Thefluggard  is  wifer  in  his  own  conceit,  than  feven 
men  that  can  render  a  reafon. — He  that  paffeth  by  and  med- 
dlelh  with  ftrife,  belonging  not  to  him,  is  like  one  that 
(aketh  a  dog  by  the  ears. — Let  another  man  praife  thee  and 
not  thine  own  mouth  ;  a  ftranger,  and  not  thine  own  lips. — 
Boaft  not  thylelf  of  to-morrow  ;  lor  thou  knoweft  not  what  a 
day  may  bring   foith. — Iron  fharperieth   iron;    (0  a  man 
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fharpeneth  the  countenance  of  his  friend. — As  in  water  face 
anfwereth  to  face;  fo  the  heart  of  man  to  man. — Though 
thou  lhouldeft  bray  a  fool  in  a  mortar  among  wheat  with  a 
peftil,  yet  will  not  his  foolifhnefs  depart  frcm  him. 

The  wicked  hee  when  no  man  purfueth  ;  but  the  righ- 
teous are  bold  as  a  lion. — They  that  forlake  the  law  praife  the 
wicked  ,"  but  fuch  as  keep  the  law  contend  with  them. — He 
that  turneth  away  his  ear  from  hearing  the  law  ;  even  his  pray- 
ers (hall  be  abomination. — He  that  covereth  his  fins  fhall  not 
profper;  but  whofo  confeffeth  and  forfaketh  them  (hall  have 
mercy. — He  that  tilieth  his  land  fhall  have  plenty  of  bread  ; 
but  he  that  followeth  after  vain  perfons  fhall  have  poverty 
enough. — He  that  rebuketh  a  man,  afterwards  fhall  find  more 
favour,  than  he  that  flattereth  with  his  tongue. — Whofo  rob- 
beth  his  father  or  his  mother,  and  faith,  It  is  notranfgreffion, 
the  fame  is  a  companion  of  a  deftroyer. — He  that  givethunto 
the  poor  fhall  not  lack  ;  but  he  that  hideth  his  eyes  fhall 
have  many  a  curfe. 

He  that  being  often  reproved,  hardeneth  his  neck,  fhall 
fuddenly  be  deflroyed,  and  that  without  remedy. — The 
righteous  confidereth  the  caufe  of  the  poor  ;  but  the  wicked 
regardeth  not  to  know  it. — The  rod  and  reproof  give  wifdom  ; 
but  a  child  left  to  himfelf,  bringeth  his  mother  to  fhame. — 
Correct  thy  fon  and  he  fhall  give  thee  reft  ;  yea,  he  fhall  give 
delight  unto  thy  foul. — An  unjuft  man  is  an  abomination  to 
the  juft  ;  and  he  that  is  upright  in  his  way  is  abomination  to 
the  wicked. — Every  word  of  God  is  pure  ;  he  is  a  fhield  to 
them  that  put  their  truft  in  him. — The  eye  that  mocketh  at 
his  lather,  and  defpifeth  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of 
the  valley  fhall  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  fhall  eat  it. 
— Open  thy  mouth,  judge  righteoufly,  and  plead  the  caufe 
of  the  poor  and  needy. 

Becaufe  fentence  againft  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  fpee- 
dily,  therefore  the  heart  of  the  fons  of  men  is  fully  fet  in 
them  to  do  evil. — Though  a  iinner  do  evil  an  hundred  times, 
and  his  days  be  prolonged,  yet  furely  I  know  that  it  fhall  be 
well  with  them  that  fear  God,  which  fear  before  him :  but  it 
fhall  not  be  well  with  the  wicked,  neither  fhall  he  prolong 
his  days,  which  are  as  a  fhadow,  bccauie  he  feareth  not  be- 
fore God. — Whatfoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
thy  might :  for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge, 
nor  wiidom  in  the  grave,   whither  thou  goeft. 

Dead  flies  caufe  the  ointment  of  the  apothecary  to  fend 
forth  a  (linking  favour;  fo  doth  a  little  folly  him  that  is  in 
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reputation  for  wifdom  and  honour. — By  much  flothfulnefs 
the  building  decayeth  ;  and  through  idlenefs  of  the  hands 
the  houfe  droppeth  through. — Caft  thy  feed  upon  the  moid 
ground ;  for  thou  (halt  find  it  aiter  many  days. — As  thou 
knoweft  not  what  is  the  way  of  the  fpirit,  nor  how  the  bones 
do  grow  in  the  womb  of  her  that  is  with-child ;  even  fo 
thou  knoweft  not  the  works  of  God  who  maketh  all. 

In  the  morning  low  thy  feed,  and  in  the  evening  with-hold 
not  thine  hand  ;  for  thou  knoweft  not  whether  fhall  profper, 
either  this  or  that,  or  whether  they  both  lhall  be  alike  good. 
— Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  youth  ;  and  let  thy  heart 
cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of 
thine  heart,  and  in  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  ;  but  know  thou, 
that  iorallthele  tilings  God  will  bring  thee  unto  judgment. 
— Let  us  hear  the  conclufion  of  the  whole  matter  :  Fear  God, 
and  keep  his  commandments  ;  for  this  is  the  whole  duty  of 
man  :  for  God  fhall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with 
every  fecret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil. 

R  oyerbs  and  Ecchjiajles. 

Wise  Son  of  Sirach. 

STRIVE  for  the  truth  unto  death,  and  the  Lord  fhall 
fight  for  thee. — Be  not  hafty  in  thy  tongue,  and  in  thy  deeds 
flack  and  remifs. — Be  not  as  a  lion  in  thy  houfe;  nor  frantic 
among  thy  fervants. — Let  not  thine  hand  be  ftretched  out  to 
receive,  and  fTiut  when  thou  fhouldeft  repay.  —  Be  in 
peace  with  many  ;  neverthelefs  have  but  one  counfellor  of  a 
thoufand. — Delight  not  in  the  thing  that  the  ungodly  have 
pleafure  in;  but  remember  they  (hall  not  go  unpunilhed 
Unto  their  grave. — Let  thy  talk  be  with  the  wife;  and  all 
thy  communication  in  the  law  of  the  Mo  ft  High. — Whether 
he  be  rich,  noble,  or  poor,  their  glory  is  the  fear  of  the 
Lord. — Great  men,  and  judges,  and  potentates,  fhall  be 
honoured;  yet  is  there  none  of  them  greater  than  he  that 
fearcth  the  Lord. 

Blame  not  before  I  i  haft  examined  the  truth;  under- 
ftand  nrft,  and  then  rebuke. — Anfwer  not  before  thou  haft 
heard  the  cauie  ;  neither  interrupt  men  in  the  midft  of  their 
talk. — Profperity  and  adverfity,  life  and  death,  poverty  and 
riches,  come  of  the  Lord. — Wifdom,  knowledge,  and  un- 
derftanding  of  the  law,  are  of  the  Lord  ;  love,  and  the  way 
of  good  works,  Lre  from  him. — Marvel  not  at  the  works  of 
finneis,  but  Uu/i  in  the  Lord,  and  abide  in  thy  labour;  for 
it  is  an  ea      :.  he  fight  of  the  Lord,  on  the  hidden  to 

make  a  poor  m  h. — A  friend  cannot  be  known  in  prof- 

perity ; 
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peiity  ;  and  an  enemy  canhol  be  hidden  in  adverfity. — Love 
the  Lord  alt  thy  life,  and  cal]  upon  him  for  thy  falvation. — 
A  labouring  man  that  is  given  to  dronkennefs  fhal]  not  be 

rich  ;  and  lie  that  contemneth  fmalJ  things  fliall  fell  by  little 
and  little. 

If  thou  haft  heard  a  word  lei  it  die  with  thee,  and  be  bold, 
it  will  not  burfl  thee. — He  that  bath  fmall  underftanding, 
and  feareth  God,  is  better  than  one.thathath  much  wiidorn, 
and  tranfgreffeth  the  law  of  the  Mofl  High. — A  prayer  out  or 
n  poor  man's  mouth  reacheth  to  the  ears  of  God,  and  his 
judgment  cometh  fpeedily. — Admonifh  a  friend,  it  may  be 
he  hath  not  done  it  ;  and  if  he  have  done  it,  that  he  do  it  no 
more.— Admonifh  thy  friend,  it  may  be  he  hath  not  laid  it ; 
and  if  he  have,  that  he  fpeak  it  not  again. — Admonifh  a 
friend,  for  many  times  it  is  a  (lander  ;  and  believe  not  every 
tale. 

A  fool  lifteth  up  his  voice  with  laughter;  but  a  wife  man 
doth  Pcarce  fmile  a  little. — A  fool  will  peep  in  at  the  cloor 
into  the  houfe ;  but  he  that  is  well  nurtured  will  ftand  with- 
out.— It  is  therudenefs  of  a  man  to  hearken  at  the  door  ;  but 
a  wife  man  will  be  grieved  with  the  difgrace. — A  man  that 
breaketh  wedlock',  Faying  thus  in  his  heart,  Who  feettfme? 
I  am  compafled  about  with  darkneft,  the  walls  cover  me,  and 
nobody  feeth  me;  what  need  I  to  fear?  the  Mofl:  High 
will  not  remember  my  fnis.  Such  a  man  only  feareth  the 
eyes  of  men,  and  knoweth  not  that  the  (  y<  s  of  the  Lord  are 
ten  thoufand  tim<  I   r  than  the  fun,  beholding  all  the 

ways  of  men,  and  <  onfid<  ring  the  mofl  fecret  parts. 

There  is  nothing  better  than  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  and 
there  is  nothing   tweeter  than  to  take  heed  unto   the  com- 

ndmenl  ■  oi  the  Lord. — It  is  a  great  glory  to  follow  the 
Lord;  and  to  I  im  is  long  life. — Oh,  how  great 

ishethal  find  !  Yet  there  is  none  above  him  that 

reth  theLord. — Gi  iny  plague  but  the  plague  of  the 

irl  ;  and  any  wick  iut  the  wickedi  woman. 

— ]  I'well  with  a  lion  and  a  dragon,  than  to  keep 

hoi-  tan. — All  wickednefs  is  but  little  to 

the  wickednefs  of  a  woman  ;  let  the  portion  of  a  tinner  fall 
upon  her. 

BlefTed  is  the  man  thai  hath  a  virtuous  wife,  for  the 
number  of  his  days  fiball  be  double. — A  virtuous  woman  re- 
joicethher  hufband  ;  and  he  (hall  fulfil  the  years  of  his  life 
m  peace. — A  good  wife  is  a  good  portion,    w]  I  be 

given  in  the  portion  oi  them  I    the  Lord. — A  lilent 

1  loving  woman  is  a  gift  of  the  Lord  ;  and  there  is  nothing 

fo 
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lo  macli  worth  as  a  mind  udl   inftrufted.-A  ,omm  that 
honourcth  her  hufband  (hall  be  judged  wife  of  all     I    • 
}Wonourethhim 

Better  is  the  poor,  being  found  am!  ftrongof  cohftitution  • 
than  a  rich  man  that  is  afriicred  in  his  body.-Hea   h  a 
good  (late  of  body  are  above  all  gold;    and  aftfo 
above  infinite  wealths-There  are  no  riches  above 
My;  and  no  joy  above  the  joy  of  the  heart—Sound  i 
come  h  of  moderate  eating;  herifeth  early,  and  hi    wit     ,' 
with  him;  but  the  pain  of  watching,  an/ he  pani  ol  t"e 
belly,  are  wnh  an  mfatiable  man—Shew  not  thy  va  iantneft 

d  unk  '  'and  i  7T  C^  ^^  ™V-"™  ~  « bly 
crunk    and  in  feafon,  bnngeth   gladnefs  of  the  heart 

cheerfulnels  oi  the  mind  :    but  wine  drunken  with      ' 

maketh  bitternefs  oi  the  mind,  with  brawling. 

Give  not  thy  fori  and  wife,  thy  brother  and  friend   d< 

a     trb    Ce.  ahllC  lh0U  livdl  '•    and  give  not  thy  goo\ 
another,  left  it  repent  thee,  and   thou  entreat  for  fhtej 
agam-As  long  as  thjrfliveft,  and  haft  breath  in  thee 
not    Wfelfovet  to  any:    lor  it  is  better  that    hy  chiife 
ihould Jeek  to  thee,  than  thou  Ihouldefl  Hand  to  the    com 

P-  Prd  are  upon  them  that  love  hu?- 

t  Stl  -uandftrongftay,  a  defence  fiin 

heat    and  a  coyer  from  the  fun  at  noon;  a  prelcva      n  n'o 
ftumbhng,  and  an  help  hour  falling:  he  r  ifeth  up  °he 

i;;;^ !:t  :u;r,:  h> **?** «$ 

2?'     I  1         I      gh   IS  no1   I  vvirh  'he  offerings  of 

the  wjeked.-  neuher  is  he  pacified  for  fin  by  themuSe  of 

*■  imfelfafter  the  touching  of  a  dead  bboV 

inf1]etoudl  Jt,  -  »  availeth  his  warning?'   So  h    ' 

doethhefa,  -d 

humbling  proht  hi;,  r-Het:  ' 

ffcrng*              -     He  that  tafceth  :,j 

;i  a  peace-offering     Het:  J 

ft::  :       ™«^c  ,,)liie 

Lord,  and  totorfake  i  Drooitiation 

Give  to  the  Mod  Higl 

gd  haftgotteH 

Loiuiu.  he 
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He  that  ferveth  the  Lord  (hall  be  accepted  with  favour, 
and  his  prayer  fhall  reach  unto  the  clouds. — Mercy  is  fea- 
fonable  in  the  time  of  affliction  ;  as  clouds  of  rain  in  the  time 
of  drought. — The  Lord  hath  created  medicines  out  of  the 
earth  ;  and  he  that  is  wife  will  not  abhor  them. — My  fon, 
in  thy  ficknefs  be  not  negligent ;  but  pray  unto  the  Lord, 
and  he  will  make  thee  whole. — Woe  be  unto  you,  ungodly 
men,  who  have  forfaken  the  law  of  the  Moil  High  God ! 
for,  if  ye  encreafe,  it  f hall  be  to  your  deftru&ion. 

When  ye  glorify  the  Lord,  exalt  him  as  much  as  ye  can ; 
for  even  yet  will  he  far  exceed  :  and  when  ye  exalt  him,  put 
forth  all  your  ftrength,  and  be  not  weary  ;  for  ye  can  never 
go  far  enough. 

O  death,  how  bitter  is  the  remembrance  of  thee  to  a  man 
that  liveth  at  reft  in  his  poffeflions  ;  unto  the  man  that  hath 
nothing  to  vex  him,  and  that  hath  proiperity  in  all  things, 
yea,  unto  him  that  is  yet  able  to  receive  meat ! 

O  death,  acceptable  is  thy  fentence  unto  the  needy,  and 
unto  him  whole  ftrength  faileth,  that  is  now  in  the  laft  age, 
and  is  vexed  with  all  things ;  and  tohim  that  defpaireth,  and 
hath  loft  patience  !  EcclcjhJlLus. 


The  Rcnoxzm  of  Wifdom. 

DOTH  not  wifdom  cry,  and  underftanding  put  forth 
her  voice?  She  Itandeth  in  the  top  of  high  places,  by  the 
way  in  the  places  of  the  paths.  She  crieth  at  the  gates,  at 
the  entry  of  the  city,  at  the  coming  in  at  the  doors.  Unto 
you,  O  men,  I  call ;  and  my  voice  is  to  the  Ions  of  man. 
O  ye  fimple,  underftand  wifdom  ;  and  ye  fools,  be  ye  of  an 
underftanding  heart.  Hear;  for  1  will  fpeak  of  excellent 
things;  and  the  opening  of  my  lips  {hall  be  right  things. 
Vov  my  mouth  fhall  fpeak  truth;  and  wickednefs  is  ah 
abomination  to  my  lips.  All  the  words  of  my  mouth  are  in 
rkhteoufnefs ;  there  is  nothing  froward  or  perverle  in  them. 
'J  ney  are  all  plain  to  him  that  underftandeth,  and  right  to 
thenq  that  find  knowledge.  Receive  my  inftruftion,  and  not 
filver;  and  knowledge,  rather  than  choice  gold.  For  wifdom 
is  better  than  rubies  ;  and  all  the  things  that  may  be  delired 
are  not  to  be  compared  to  it.  I  wildom  dwell  with  pru- 
dence, and  find  out  knowledge  of  witty  inventions.  The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  to  hate  evil;  pride  and  arrogancy,  and 
the  evil  way,  and  the  I  inward  mouth,  do  1  hate.  (Jounfelis 
Tniiie,   and   found  wildom:    I    am   underftanding  J    I  have 

ftrength. 
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ftrength.     By  me  kings  reign,   and  princes  decree  juflice. 
By  me  princes  rule,  and  nobles,  even  all  the  judges  of  the 
earth.     I  love  them  that  love  me  ;    and  thofe  that  feek  me 
early  (hall  find  me.     Riches  and  honour  are  with  me;  yea, 
durable  riches  and  righteoufnefs.     My  fruit  is  better  than 
gold,  yea,  than  fine  gold  ;  and  my  revenue  than  choice  fil- 
ver.     I  lead  in  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  in  the  midft  of  the 
paths  of  judgment:    that  I   may  caufe  thofe  that   love  me 
to  inherit  fubftance:    and  I  will  fill  their  treafures.     T/he 
Lord  poffeffed  me  in  the  beginning  of  his  way,   before  his 
works  of  old.     I  was  fet  up  from  everlafting,  from  the  begin- 
ning, or  ever  the  earth  was.     When  there  were  no  depths,  I 
was  brought  forth  :  when  there  were  no  fountains  abounding 
with  water.     Before  the  mountains  were  fettled  ;  before  the 
hills  was  I  brought  forth :    while  as  yet   he  had  not  made 
the  earth,  nor  the  fields,  nor  the  higheft  part  of  the  duft  of 
the  world.    When   he  prepared  the  heavens,  I  was   there: 
when  he  fet  a  compafs  upon  the  lace   of  the  depth  :    when 
he  ellablifhed  the  clouds  above:    when  he  ftrengthened  the 
fountains  of  the  deep  :    when  he  gave  to  the  fea  his  decree, 
that  the  waters  mould  not  pafs  his  commandment :  when  he 
appointed  the  foundations  of  the  earth :     then  1   was   by 
him,  as  one  brought  up  with  him  :    and  I  was  daily  his  de- 
light, rejoicing   always  before  him ;   rejoicing  in    the  habi- 
table part  of  his  earth;    and  my  delights  were  with  the  fons 
of  men.  Now,  therefore,  hearken  unto  me,  O  ye  children  : 
for  blelfed  are  they  that  keep  my  ways.     Hear  inftruttion, 
and  be  wife,  and  refufe  it  not.     Blelfed  is  the  man  that  hear* 
eth  me,  watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at  the  pofts  of 
my  doors.     For  wholo  findeth  me,  findeth  life,  and  fir. 11 
obtain  favour  of  the  Lord.     But  he  that  Gnneth  againti  me, 
wiongeth  his  own  ioul :  all  they  that  hate  me  love  death. 

Prove) 


I'he  Complaint  an  .  .  m. 

WISDOM  cricth  without;  fhe  utter&h  her  voice  in 
the  Iheets.  She  crieth  in  the  chief  place  of  concourfe,  in 
the  openings  of  the  gates:  in  the  city  fhe  uttereth  her 
words,  faying,  how  long,  ye  limple  ones,  will  ye  love  fim- 
plicity;  and  the  fcorncrs  delight  in  their  fcorning,  and  fools 
hate  knowledge?  Turn  you  at  my  reproof;  behold,  1  will 
pour  out  my  fpjrit  unto  you,  I  will  make  known  my  words 
unto  you.     Becaufe  1  have  called,  and  ye  refilled  ;   I  have 

ftietched 
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ftretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded;  but  ye  i. 
let  at  nought  all  my  counlel,  and  would  none  ol 'my  reproof. 
I  alio  will  laugh  at  your  calamity;  I  will  mock  when  your 
fear  cometh  ;  when  your  fear  cometit  as  defolation,  and 
your  deftruot ion  cometh  as  a  whirlwind ;  when  diftrefs  and 
anguifh  cometh  upon  you.  Then  (hall  they  call  upon  me, 
but  I  will  not  amwer;  they  (hall  leek  me  early,  but  they 
lhall  not  lind  me:  for  that  they  hated  knowledge,  and  did 
not  chufe  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  They  would  none  of  my 
counlel ;  they  deipifed  all  my  reproof.  Therefore  lhall  they 
eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be  filled  with  their  own 
devices.  For  the  turning  away  of  the  iimple  lhall  Hay  them, 
and  the  profperity  of  fools  lhall  deftroy  them.  But  wholo 
hearkeneth  unto  me,  lhall  dwell  fafely,  and  lhall  be  quiet 
from  fear  of  evil.  '  Proverbs  i.  20 — 33. 


"The  Praife  of  IVtfdom. 

WISDOM  (hall  praife  hcrfelf,  and  (hall  glory  in  the 
midft  of  her  people.  In  the  congregation  of  the  Aloft  High 
lhall  (he  open  her  mouth,  and  triumph  before  his 'power. 
I  came  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Molt  High,  and  covered  the 
earth  as  a  cloud.  I  dwelt  in  high  places,  and  my  throne  is 
in  a  cloudy  pillar.  I  alone  companed  the  circuit  of  heaven, 
and  walked  in  the  bottom  of  the  deep.  In  the  waves  of  the 
lea,  and  in  all  the  earth,  and  in  every  people,  and  nation,  I 
got  a  pofleflion*  With  all  theie  i  fought  reft :  and  in  whole 
inheritance  lhall  I  abide?  So  the  Creator  of  all  things  gave 
me  a  commandment,  and  he  that  made  me  caufed  my  taber- 
nacle to  reft,  and  laid,  Let  thy  dwelling  be  in  Jacob,  and 
thine  inheritance  in  liracl.  He  created  me  from  the  begin- 
ning before  the  world,  and  I  lhall  never  fail.  In  the  I 
tabernacle]  ferved  before  him :  and  fo  was  I  eftablifhed  in 
Sion.  Likewise  in  the  beloved  city  he  gave  me  reft,  and  in 
.1  w  is  my  power.  And  I  took  root  in  an  honourable 
I  in  the  portion  of  the  Lord's  inheritance.  I 
•  exalted  like  a  cedar  in  Ltbanus,  and  as  a  cyprels-tree 
upon  the  mountains  of  Hermon.  1  was  exalted  like  a  palm- 
tree  in  Engaddi,  and  as  a  role-plant  in  Jericho,  as  a  fair 
olive-tree  in  a  pleafant  field,  and  grew  upas  a  plane-tree  by 
the  water.  !  v<  t Tweet  imcll  like  cinnamon  and  afpala- 
thus,  and  I  yielded  a  pleafant  odour  like  the  beft  myrrh,  . 
gall  id  onyx,   and  fweet   iiorax,  and  as  the  funu 

.     ikincenle  in  the  tabernacle.    As  the  turpentine-tree  1 

ftretched 
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flretched  out  my  branches,  and  my  branches  arc  the  branches 
of  honour  and  grace.     As  the  vine  brought  I  forth  pie 
favour,  and  my  flowers  are  the  fruit  of  honour  and  riches. 
I  am  the  mother  of  fair  love,  and  fear,  and  know] 
holy  hope;  I  therefore  being  eternal,  am  gj  |]  my 

children  which  are  named  of  him.  Conic  unto  m"e,  all  ye 
that  be  defirous  of  me,  and  fill  yourfelvcs  with  my  fruits. 
For  my  memorial  is  fweeter  than  honey,  and  mine  inheri- 
tance than  the  honey-comb.  They  that  eat  me  lhall  j 
hungry,  and  they  that  drink  me  fhall  yet  be  thirfty.  Hie 
that  obeyeth  me  fhall  never  be  confounded,  and  they  that 
work  by  me  fhall  not  do  amifs.  All  thefe  things  are  the 
book  of  the  covenant  of  the  mod  high  God,  even  the  law 
which  Mofes  commanded  for  an  heritage  unto  the  coj 
gations  of  Jacob.  Faint  not  to  be  flrong  in  the  Lord  ;  that 
he  may  confirm  you,  cleave  unto  him:  for  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty is  God  alone,  and  belides  him  there  is  no  other 
Saviour.  He  filleth  all  things  with  his  wifdom,  as  Phifon, 
and  as  Tigris  in  the  time  of  the  new  fruits.  He  maketh  the 
underfhnding  to  abound  like  Euphrates,  and  as  Jordan  in 
the  time  of  the  harveft.  He  maketh  the  doctrine  of  know- 
ledge appear  as  the  light,  and  as  Geon  in  the  time  of 
vintage.  The  firft  man  knew  her  not  perfectly  :  no  more 
lhall  the  lad  find  her  out.  For  her  thoughts  are  more  than 
the  fea,  and  her  counfels  profounder  than  the  great 
deep.  I  alfo  came  out  as  a  brook  from  a  river,  and  as  a  con- 
duit into  a  garden.  I  laid,  I  will  water  my  bed  garden, 
and  will  water  abundantly  my  garden-bed  :  and  lo,  my  brook 
became  a  river,  and  my  river  became  a  fea.  I  will  yet  make 
doctrine  to  fhine  as  the  morning,  and  will  fend  forth  her 
light  afar  off.  I  will  yet  pour  out  doctrine  as  prophecy,  and 
leave  it  toall  ages  forever.  Behold, that  I  have  not  laboured 
foi  myfelf  only,  but  for  all  them  that  leek  wifdom. 

Ecclefiajliais  24. 


Earnejl  feekers  of  u'ljdomjhallfind. 

MY  fon,  if  thou  wilt  receive  my  words,  and  hide  my 
commandments  with  thee;  fo  that  thou  incline  thine  ear  unto 
wifdom,  and  apply  thine  heart  to  underfhnding ;  yea,  if 
thou  cried  after  knowledge,  and  lifted  up  thy  voice  for  un- 
derftanding ;  if  thou  feeked  her  as  Giver,  and  fearched  for 
her  as  for  hid  treafures ;  then  (halt  thou  underftand  the  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  o\'  GoJ.     For  the  Lord 

Vol.  III.  B  giveth 
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giveth  wifdom  :  out  of  his  mouth  cometh  knowledge  and  un- 
derftanding.  He  layeth  up  found  wifdom  for  the  righteous : 
he  is  a  buckler  to  them  that  walk  uprightly.  He  keepeth  the 
paths  of  judgment,  and  preferveth  the  way  of  his  faints.  Then 
(halt  thou  underfhmd  righteoufneft,  and  judgment,  and 
equity;  yea,  every  good  path.  Proverbs  2.  1 — 9. 


Hdppinefs  off  tiding  xvifdam. 
H  APPY  is  the  man  that  findeth  wifdom,  and  the  man 
that  getteth  underftanding.  For  the  merchandize  of  it  is 
better  than  the  merchandize  of  lilver,  and  the  gain  thereof 
than  fine  gold.  She  is  more  precious  than  rubies ;  and  all 
the  things  thou  canft  defire  are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her. 
Length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  her  left  hand 
riches  and  honour.  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and 
all  her  paths  are  peace.  She  is  a  tree  of  life  to  them  that 
lay  hold  upon  her:  and  happy  is  every  one  that  retaineth  her. 

Proverbs  3.  13 — 18. 


Advice  to  hufoands. 
DRINK  waters  out  of  thine  own  cittern,  and  running 
waters  out  of  thine  own  well.  Let  thy  fountains  be  difperled 
abroad,  and  rivers  of  waters  hi  the  {heets.  Let  them  be 
only  thine  own,  and  not  ft  rangers  with  thee.  Let  thy  foun- 
tain be  blelfed:  and  rejoice  with  the  wife  of  thy  youth.  Let 
her  be  as  the  loving  hind,  and  pleafant  roc  :  let  her  breafts 
iafisfy  thee  at  all  times,  and  be  thou  ravilhed  always  with 
her  love.  And  why  wilt  thou,  my  ion,  be  ravifhed  with  a 
ftrange  woman,  and  embrace  the  bofom  of  a  ftranger?  For 
the  ways  of  man  are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  he 
pondereth  alibis  goings.  Proverbs  5.  15 — 21. 


-  ia.'.'!7,;3'Q 


Reproof  of  thejluggard. 
G  O  to  the  ant,  thou  iluggard  ;  conlider  her  ways  and  be 
wife;  which  having  no  guide,  overfeer,  or  ruler,  provide  th 
her  meat  in  the  fummer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the  har- 
vell.  How  long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard?  when  \\A\t 
thou  arife  out  of  thy  fleep  ?  Yet  a  little  Seep,  a  little  {lum- 
ber, a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  fleep :  fo  llrall  thy  poverty 
come  as  one  that  traveileth,  and  thy  want  man. 

Proverbs  6.  6 — 1 1. 

Mijchiefs 
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Mifchicfs  of  whoredom. 

MY  fon,  keep  thy  father's  commandment,  and  forfakenot 
the  lav:  of  thy  mother;  bind  them  continually  upon  thine 
heart,  and  tie  them  about  thy  neck.  When  thou  goefl  it 
(ball  lead  thee;  when  thou  fleepeft  it  fhail  keep  thee;  and 
when  thou  awakeft,  it  lhall  talk  with  thee.  For  the 
mandment  is  a  lamp  ;  and  the  law  is  light ;  and  r. 
mftruciion  are  the  way  of  life:  to  keep  thee  from  the  evil 
woman,  from  the  flattery  of  the  tongue  of  a  ftrange  woman. 
Luft  not  after  her  beauty  in  thine  heart  ;  neither  let  her  take 
thee  with  her  eyelids.  For  by  means  of  a  whorifh  woman  a 
man  is  brought  to  a  piece  of  bread  :  and  the  adultrefs  will 
hunt  for  the  precious  life.  Can  a  man  take  fire  iYi  his  bo- 
fom,  and  his  clothes  not  be  burned  ?  Can  one  go  upon  hot 
coals,  and  his  feet  not  be  burned?  So  he  that  goeth  in  to 
bis  neighbour's  wife ;  whofoever  toucheth  her  (hall  not  be  in- 
nocent. Men  do  not  defpife  a  thief  if  he  (leal  to  iatisfy  his 
foul  when  he  is  hungry;  but  if  he  be  found,  he  (hall  re- 
If  ore  Ceven  fold,  he  lhall  give  all  the  fubftance  of  his  houfe  : 
but  vhofo  committeth  adultery  with  a  woman  lacketh  under- 
fhnding;  he  that  doeth  it  deftroyeth  his  own  foul.  A 
wound  and  difhonour  lhall  he  get ;  and  his  reproach  fhall 
not  be  wiped  away.  For  jealoufy  is  the  rage  of  a  man  : 
therefore  he  will  not  fpare  in  the  day  of  vengeance.  He  will 
not  regard  any  ranfom  ;  neither  will  he  red  content,  though 
thou  giveft  many  gifts.  Proverbs  6.  20 — 35. 

Charader  of  a  whote. 

A  foolish  woman  is  clamorous:  ihe  is  fimple,  and  know- 
eth  nothing.  For  lheiitteth  at  the  door  of  her  houfe,  on  a 
feat  in  the  high  places  of  the  city,  to  call  paiTengers  who  go 
tight  on  their  ways :  whofo  is  fimple,  let  him  turn  in  hither  r 
and  as  for  him  that  wanteth  underfbnding,  (he  (kith  to  him, 
itolen  waters  are  fweet,  and  bread  eaten  in  fecret  is  pleafant. 
But  he  knoweth  not  that  the  dead  are  there  ;  and  that  he» 
guefts  are  in  the  depths  of  hell.  erbi  9.  13 — 18. 


A  ufeful  caution  to  young  men, 
MY  fon,  keep  my  words,  and  lay  up  my  commandments 
with  thee.     Keep  my  commandments,  and  live,  and  my  law 
as  the  apple  of  thine  eye.     Bind  them  upon  thy  fin 
•write  them  upon  the  tabieof  thine  heart.  Say  unto  wtfdom  ; 

B  2  thou 
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thou  art  my  lifter,  and  call  underflanding  thy  kinfwoman  : 
That  they  may  keep  thee  from  the  faange  woman,  from  the- 
Granger  which  flattereth  with  her  words.    For  at  the  window 
of  my  houfe  1  looked  through   my  cafement,    and  beheld 
among  the  fimple  ones,    I  difcerned  among  the  youths  a 
young  man  void  of  underflanding,  paffing  through  the  ftreet 
near  her  corner:  and  he  went  the  way  to  her  houfe,  in  the 
twilight,  in  the  evening,  in  the  black  and  dark  night:  and 
behold,  there  met  him  a  woman  with  the  attire  of  an  harlot, 
and  fubtil  of  heart.    She  is  loud  and  ftubborn ;  her  feet  abide 
not  in  her  houfe:  now  is  Ihe  without,  now  in  the  facets, 
and  lieth  in  wait  at  every  corner.     So  (lie  caught  him,  and 
killed  him,  and  with  an  impudent  face  faid  unto  him,  I  have 
peace  offerings  with  me ;    this  day  have  I  payed  my  vows. 
Therefore  6ine  I  forth  to  meet  thee,  diligently  to  leek  thy 
face,  and  I  have  found  thee.     I  have  decked  my  bed  with 
coverings  of  tapefay,  with  carved  works,  with  fine  linen  of 
Egypt.     1  have  perfumed  my  bed  with  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cin- 
namon.   Come  let  us  take  our  fill  of  love  until  the  morning  ; 
let  us  lolace  ourfelves  with  loves.   For  the  good  man  is  not  at 
home,  he  is  gone  a  long  journey :    he  hath  taken  a  bag  of 
money  with  him,  and  will  come  home  at  the  day  appointed. 
With  her  much  fair  fpeech  ihe  cauled  him  to  yield,  with  the 
flattering  of  her  lips  Ihe  forced  him.     He  goeth  after  her 
ftraightway,  as  an  ox  goeth  to  the  (laughter,  or  as  a  fool  to 
the  correction  of  the  ftocks  ;   till  a  dart  faike  through  his 
liver;  as  a  bird  hafteth  to  the  mare,  and  knoweth  not  that 
it  is   for  his  life.     Hearken  unto  me  now  therefore,  O  ye 
children,  and  attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth.     Let  not 
thine  heart  decline  to  her  ways,  go  not  aftray  in  her  paths. 
For  Ihe  hath  caft  down  many  wounded:  yea,  many  flrong 
men  have  been  llain  by  her.     Her  houfe  is  the  way  to  hell, 
^oing  down  to  the  chambers  of  death.  Proverbs  7. 


A  caution  to  the  drunkard. 

WHO  hath  woe?  who  hath  farrow?  who  hath  conten- 
tions V  who  hath  babbling?  who  hath  wounds  without  caufe? 
who  hath  rednefs  of  eyes?  they  that  tarry  long  at  the  wine, 
they  that  go  to  leek  mixed  wine.  Look  not  thou  upon  the 
wine  when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth  his  colour  in  the  cup, 
when  it  moveth  itlelf  aright.  At  the  laft  it  biteth  like  a  fer- 
pent,  and  ftingqth  like  an  adder.  Thine  eyes  {hall  behold 
ftrungc  women,  a:.d  thine  heart  Ihall  utter  perverfe  things. 

Yea, 
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Yea,  thou  (halt  be  as  he  that  lieth  clown  in  the  midft  of  the 
fea,  or  as  he  that  lieth  upon  the  top  of  a  maft.  They  have 
ftricken  me,  malt  thou  fay,  and  I  was  not  fick  :  they  have 
beaten  me,  and  I  felt  it  not :  when  (hall  I  awake  V  I  will  feek 
it  yet  again.  Proverbs  23.  29—35. 


A  caution  to  thejlotkful. 
I  went  by  the  field  of  the  flothful :  and  by  the  vineyard 
of  the  man  void  cf  underftanding;  and  lo,  it  was  .ill  grown 
over  with  thorns,  and  nettles  had  covered  the  face  thereof, 
and  the  (tone-wall  thereof  was  broken  down.  Then  I  taw, 
and  confidered  it  well:  I  looked  upon  it,  and  received  in- 
itru&ion.  Yet  a  little  deep,  a  little  (lumber,  a  little  folding 
of  the  hands  to  deep:  fo  fhall  thy  poverty  come  as  one  that 
traveileth,  and  thy  want  as  an  armed  man. 

Proverbs  24.  30 — 34. 


Defcription  and  praife  of  a  good  wife. 
WHO  can  find  a  virtuous  woman?  for  her  price  is  far  above 
rubies.  The  heart  of  her  hufband  doth  fafely  truft  in  her,  fo 
that  he  fhall  have  no  need  of  fpoil.  She  will  do  him  good 
and  not  evil  all  the  days  of  her  life.  She  feeketh  wool  and 
flax,  and  worketh  willingly  with  her  hands.  She  is  like  the 
merchants'  (hips  :  (he  bringeth  her  food  from  afar.  She 
rifeth  alfo  while  it  is  yet  night,  and  giveth  meat  to  her 
houfhold,  and  a  portion  to  her  maidens.  She  conhdereth  a 
field,  and  buyeth  it :  with  the  fruit  of  her  hands  (he  plant- 
eth  a  vineyard.  She  girdeth  her  loins  with  ftrength,  and 
ih-engtheneth  her  arms.  She  perceiveth  that  her  merchan- 
dife  is  good:  her  candle  goeth  not  out  by  night.  She  Layeth 
her  hands  to  the  fpindle,  and  her  hands  hold  thediftail.  She 
ftretcheth  out  her  hand  to  the  poor  ;  yea,  (he  reacheth  forth 
her  hands  to  the  needy.  She  is  not  afraid  of  the  (now  tor 
her  houfhold  :  for  all  her  houfhold  are  clothed  with  icarlet. 
Shemaketh  herfelf  coverings  of  tapeftry:  her  clothing  is 
(ilk  and  purple.  Her  hufband  is  known  m  the  gates,  when 
lie  fitteth  among  the  elders  of  the  land.  She  maketh  fine 
linen,  and  fellethit;  and  dclivereth  girdles  unto  the  mer- 
chant. Strength  and  honour  are  her  clothing :  and  Hie  fhall 
rejoice  in  time  to  come.  She  openeth  her  mouth  with  wil- 
dom  ;  and  in  her  tongue  is  the  law  of  kindnefs.  She  looketh 
well  to  the  ways  of  her  houlhold,  and  eateth  not  the  bread 
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ofidlencfs.  Her  children  Strife  up,  and  call  Iver  bleffcd  ; 
her  hufband  alio,  a;id  he  piaifeth  her:  many  daughter* 
have  done  virtuouiiy,  but  thou  cxceliefi.  them  all.  Fa\ou: 
is  deceitful,  and  beauty  is  vain:  but  a  woman  that  fcareth 
the  Lord,  (he  fhall  be  praifed.  Give  her  of  the  fruit  of  her 
hands  ;  and  let  her  own  works  praife  her  in  the  gates. 

Proverbs  31.1  o — 3 1 . 


m—u  i»p*p\miAimm 


Solomon  s  purfu'its  and  conjejfion. 

I  the  Preacher  was  king  over  Krael  in  Jerufalem.  And  f 
gave  my  heart  to  foftk  and  fearch  out  by  wifdom  concerning 
Hil  things  that  are  done  under  heaven  :  this  lore  travail  hath 
God  given  to  the  fons  of  man  to  be  exercifed  therewith.  I 
have  leen  all  the  works  that  are  done  under  the  fun  ;  and  be- 
hold, all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  That  which  is 
crooked  cannot  be  made  ilraight :  and  that  which  is  wanting 
cannot  be  numbered.  I  communed  with  mine  own  heart,  fay- 
ing, Lo,  Iamcometogreateflate,  andhave  gotten  more  wifdom 
than  all  they  that  have  been  before  me  in  Jerufalem  :  yea,  my 
heart  had  great  experience  of  wifdom  and  knowledge.  And 
I  gave  my  heart  to  know  wifdom,  and  to  know  madnefs  and 
folly  :  1  perceived  that  (his  alio  is  vexation  of  fpirit.  For  in 
much  wifdom  is  much  grief:  and  he  that  increafeth  know- 
ledge increaieth  forrovv.  Ecclcfajles  1.  12 — 18. 

I  faid  in  mine  heart,  Go  to  now,  I  will  prove  thee  with 
mirth,  therefore  enjoy  pleafure :  and  behold  this  alio  is  va- 
nity. 1  faid  of  laughter,  it  is  mad  :  and  of  mirth,  what 
doeth  it  ?  1  fought  in  mine  heart  to  give  myfelf  unto  wine, 
yet  acquainting  mine  heart  with  wifdom  and  to  lay  hold  on 
lolly,  till  I  might  fee  what  was  that  good  for  the  fons  of 
men,  which  they  fhall  do  under  the  heaven  all  the  days  of. 
their  life.  I  made  me  great  works  ;  I  huildcdme  houles;  I 
pdarited  me  vineyards :  I  made  me  gardens  and  orchards,  and 
I  planted  trees  in  them  of  all  kind  of  fruits :  I  made  me  pools 
of  water,  to.  water  therewith  the  wood  that  bringeth  forth 
trees:  I  got  me  fervants  and  maidens,  znd  had  fervants  born 
in  toy  lioule  ;  alio  I  had  great  pofieflions  of  great  and  iinall 
Battle,  above  all  that  were  in  Jerufalem  before  me:  I  gather- 
ed  we  ai'o  I  lwi  and  gold,  and  the  peculiar  teeafun  ol  Icings 
and  of  the  provinces:  I  gat  me  men  fingers  and  vwau 
fugers,  and  the  delights  of  the  Ions  of  men,  as  naalficaJ  m- 
jtruinents  :  and  that  of  all  forts.  So  I  was  great,  and  in- 
creaied  more  than  zll  that  were  Uion  tne  injeiufolern  :  alio 

my 
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my  wifdom  remained  with  me.  And  whatfoever  mine  eyes 
defired,  I  kept  not  from  them  ;  I  withheld  not.  my  heart  from 
any  joy:  for  my  heart  rejoiced  in  all  my  labour,  and  this 
was  my  portion  of  all  my  labour.  Then  I  lool:ed  on  all  the 
works  that  my  hands  had  wrought,  and  on  the  labour  that  I 
had  laboured  to  do :  and  behold,  all  was  vanity  and  vexation 
of  fpirit,  and  there  was  no  profit  under  the  fun. 

Ecchjuijlcs  2.    I — I  I. 


Wifdom  is  better  than  jlp&Rgth. 

THIS  wifdom  have  I  feen  alfo  under  the  fun,  and  it 
feemed  great  unto  me  :  there  was  a  little  city,  and  lew  men 
within  it;  and  there  came  a  great  king  againft  it,  and  be- 
fieged  it,  and  built  great  bulwarks  againft  it :  now  there  was 
found  in  it  a  poor  wife  man,  and  he  by  his  wifdom  delivered 
the  city;  yet  no  man  remembered  that  fame  poor  man. 
Then  laid  I,  wifdom  is  better  than  ftrength  :  nevcrthelefs 
the  poor  man's  wifdom  is  delpifed,  and  his  words  are  not 
heard.  The  words  of  wife  men  are  heard  in  quiet,  more 
than  the  cry  of  him  that  rulcth  among  fools.  Wifdom  is 
better  than  weapons  of  war :  but  one  finner  deftroyeth  much 
good.  Ecclejuijles  9.   13 — 10. 


man 


Defcription  of  old  age. 

REMEMBER  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  yea  is  draw 
nigli,  when  thou  (halt  lay,  1  have  no  pleafure  in  them  ; 
while  the  fun,  or  the  light,  or  the  moon,  or  the  ftais,  be  opt 
darkened,  nor  the  clouds  return  after  the  rain:  in  the  day 
when  the  keepers  of  the  houfe  lhall  tremble,  and  the  ftroii" 
men  (hall  bow  themfelves,  and  the  grinders  ceafe ;  becaule  they 
are  few,  and  thofe  that  look  out  of  the  windows  be  darkened ; 
and  the  doors  fhall  be  fhut  in  the  ftreets,  when  the  (bund  of 
the  .grinding  is  low,  and  he  fhall  rife  up  at  the  voice  of  the 
bird,  and  all  the  daughters  ofmufic  lhall  be  brought  low  ;  alio 
when  they  fhall  be  afraid  of  that  which  is  high,  and  fears 
fhall  be  in  the  way,  and  the  almond-tree  lhall  flourifh,  and 
the  grafhopper  fhall  be  a  burden,  and  defire  fhall  fail:  be- 
caufe  man  goeth  to  his  long  home,  and  the  mourners  go 
about  the  ftreets:  or  ever  the  filver  cord  be  loofed,  or  the 
golden  bowl  be  broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at  the 
fountain,  or  the  wheel  broken  at  the  ciftem.     Then  fhall 

the* 


24  SACRED     LITERATURE.  Book  VI. 

the  drift  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was ;    and  the  fpirit  (hall 
return  unto  God  who  gave  it.  Ecckfia\les  )2.   i — 7. 


Difference  between  human  and  divine  trujl. 
THUS  faith  the  Lord,  Curfed  be  the  man  that  truftelh 
in  man,  and  maketh  flefh  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  departeth 
from  the  Lord.  For  he.fhall  be  like  the  heath  in  the  defert, 
and  mall  not  fee  when  good  cometh,  but  lhall  inhabit  the 
parched  places  in  the  wildernefs,  in  a  fait  land,  and  not  in- 
habited. Bleffed  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and 
whofe  hope  the  Lord  is  :  for  he  fhall  be  as  a  tree  planted 
by  the  waters,  and  that  fpreadeth  out  her  roots  by  the  river; 
and  fhall  not  fee  when  heat  cometh  ;  but  her  leaf  fhall  be 
green  ;  and  fhall  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of  drought,  nei- 
ther fhall  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit.  Jeremiah  17.  5 — 8. 


Qonfequence  ofabferv'mg  or  not  obferving  the  fall  nth. 
THUS  faid  the  Lord  unto  me;  Go  and  ftand  in  the 
gate  of  the  children  of  the  people,  whereby  the  kings  of 
Judah  come  in,  and  by  the  which  they  go  out,  and  in  all  the 
gates  of  Jerufalem ;  and  fay  unto  them,  Hear  ye  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  ye  kings  of  Judah,  and  all  Judah,  and  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  that  enter  in  by  thefe  gates.  Thus 
faith  the  Lord,  Take  heed  to  yourfelves,  and  bear  no  bur- 
den on  the  fabbath-day,  nor  bring  it  in  by  the  gates  of  Je- 
rufalem  ;  neither  carry  forth  a  burden  out  ofyourhoufes 
on  the  fabbath-day,  neither  do  ye  any  work,  but  hallow  ye 
the  fabbath-day,  as  I  commanded  your  fathers.  But  they 
obeyed  not,  neither  inclined  their  ear,  but  made  their  neck 
ft  iff,  that  they  might  not  hear  nor  receive  inftruft  ion.  And 
it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  if  ye  diligently  hearken  unto  me,  fait  H 
the  Lord,  to  bring  in  no  burden  through  the  gates  of  this 
city  on  the  fabbath-day,  but  hallow  the  fabbath-day,  to  do 
no  work  therein;  then  fhall  there  enter  into  the  gates  of 
this  city  kings  and  princes  fitting  upon  the  throne  of 
David,  riding  in  chariots  and  on  horfes,  they,  and  their 
princes,  the  men  of  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jeiuialem, 
and  this  city  fhall  remain  for  ever.  And  they  fhall  come 
from  the  cities  of  Judah,  v.-\d  from  the  pi;  1  es  [bout  Jerufa- 
leni, and  from  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  from  the  plain, 
Mid  from  the  mountains,  and  from  the  fouth,  bringing 
burnt-offerings,  and  facrificej,  and  meat-offerings,  arid  in- 
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renfe,  and  bringing  facrifices  of  praifeunto  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord.  But  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me  to  hallow  the 
fabb3th-day,  and  not  to  bear  a  burden,  even  entering  in  at 
the  gates  of  Jerufalem  on  the  fabbath-day:  then  will  I  kin- 
dle a  fire  in  the  gates  thereof,  and  it  fhall  devour  the  palaces 
of  Jerufalem,  and  it  {hall  not  be  quenched. 

Jeremiah  17.  19 — 27. 


The  faints  crowned  by  the  Redeemer. 

I  Esdras  faw  upon  the  mount  Sion  a  great  people, 
whom  I  could  not  number,  and  they  all  praifed  the  Lord 
with  fongs :  and  in  the  midft  of  them  there  was  a  young 
man  of  a  high  ftature,  taller  than  all  the  reft,  and  upon 
every  one  of  "their  heads  he  fet  crowns,  and  was  more  exalt- 
ed ;  which  I  marvelled  at  greatly.  So  I  afked  the  angel, 
and  faid,  Sir,  what  are  thefe?  He  anfwered,  and  laid  unto 
me,  Thefe  be  they  that  have  put  off  the  mortal  clothing, 
and  put  on  the  immortal,  and  have  confeffed  the  name  of 
God  :  now  are  they  crowned,  and  receive  palm^.  Then  faid 
I  unto  the  angel,  What  young  perfon  is  it  that  crowneth 
them,  and  giveth  them  palms  in  their  hands?  So  he  anfwer- 
ed, and  laid  unto  me,  It  is  the  Son  of  God,  whom  they 
have  conferled  in  the  world.  Then  began  I  greatly  to  coin- 
mend  them  that  fiood  fo  fliffly  for  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
Then  the  angel  faid  unto  me,  Go  thy  way,  and  tell  my  peo- 
ple what  manner  of  things,  and  how  great  wonders  ot  the 
Lord  thy  God  thou  halt  feen.  2  EJdras  2.  42—48. 


Falfe  reafonmgs  of  wicked  men. 

FOR  the  ungodly  faid,  reafoning  with  themfelves,  but 
not  aright,  Our  life  is  fhort  and  tedious,  and  in  the  death  of 

a  man  there  is  no  remedy :  neither  was  there  any  man  known 
to  have  returned  from  the  grave.  For  we  are  born  at  all  ad- 
venture :  and  we  fhall  be  hereafter,  as  though  we  had  never 
been:  for  the  breath  in  our  noftrils  is  as  fmoke,  and  a  little 
fpark  in  the  moving  of  our  heart:  which  being  extinguilhed, 
our  body  (hall  be  turned  into  allies,  and  our  fpirit  lhall  va- 
ni(h  as  the  foft  air,  and  our  name  (hall  be  forgotten  in  time, 
and  no  man  fhall  have  our  works  in  remembrance,  and  our 
life  lhall  pal's  away  as  the  trace  of  a  cloud,  and  fhall  be  dif- 
perfed  as  a  mift  that  is  driven  away  with  the  beams  of  the 
fun,  and  overcome  with  the  heat  thereof.     For  our  time  is  a 

very 
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very  fhadow  that  paffeth  away:  and  after  our  end,  there 
is  no  returning:  for  it  is  fall  lealed,  Go  that  no  man  coineth 
again.  Come  on  therefore,  let  us  enjoy  the  good  things 
that  are  prelent :  and  let  us  fpeedily  ufe  the  creatures  like 
as  in  youth.  Let  us  fill  omTelves  with  c.oftly  wine  and  oint- 
ments: and  let  no  flower  of  the  fpring  pal's  by  us.  Let  u; 
crown  ourfelves  with  rofe-buds  before  they  he  withered. 
Let  none  of  us  go  without  his  part  of  our  voiuptuoufncls  : 
let  us  leave  tokens  of  our  joyfulnefs  in  every  place:  for  this 
is  our  portion,  and  our  lot  is  this.  Let  us  opprefs  the 
poor  righteous  man,  let  us  not  fpare  the  widow,  nor  reve- 
rence the  ancient  gray  hairs  of  the  aged.  Let  our  ftrength 
be  the  law  of  juftice  ;  for  that  which  is  feeble  is  found  to  be 
nothing  worth;  Therefore  let  us  lie  in  wait  for  the  righte- 
ous: becaufe  he  is  not  for  our  turn,  and  he  is  clean  contrary 
to  our  doings:  he  upbraideth  us  with  our  offending  the  law, 
and  obje&eth  to  our  infamy  the  tranlgreffmgs  of  our  educa- 
tion. He  profeffeth  to  have  tire  knowledge  of  God:  and 
he  calleth  himfelf  the  child  of  the  Lord.  He  was  made  to 
reprove  our  thoughts.  He  is  grievous  unto  us  even  to  be- 
ihold :  for  his  life  is  not  like  other  men's,  his  ways  are  of 
another  fafhion.  We  are  eneemed  of  him  as  counterfeits : 
lie  abftaineth  from  our  ways  as  from  filthinels :  he  pro- 
nounceth  the  end  of  the  juft  to  be  bleffed,  and  maketh  his 
boaft  that  God  is  his  father.  Let  us  fee  if  his  words  be  true : 
and  let  us  prove  what  (hall  happen  in  the  end  of  him.  For 
if  the  juft  man  be  the  fonofGod,  he  will  help  him,  and 
deliver  him  from  the  h3nd  of  his  enemies.  Let  us  examine 
him  with  defpitefulnefs  and  torture,  that  we  may  know  his 
meeknefs,  and  prove  his  patience.  Let  us  condemn  him 
with  a  fhameful  death  :  for  by  his  own  faying  he  (hall  be  re- 
fpefted.  Such  things  they  did  imagine,  and  were  deceived  : 
for  their  own  wickeclnefs  hath  blinded  them.  As  for  the 
myi'tcries  of  God,  they  knew  them  not:  neither  hoped  they 
for  the  wages  of  rightcoufnefs :  nor  difcemed  a  reward  for 
blamelefs  iouls.  For  God  created  man  to  be  immortal,  and 
mude  him  to  be  an  image  of  hi?  own  eternity.  Ncveithelefs, 
through  envy  of  the  devil  came  death  into  the  world  :  and 
they  that  do  hold  of  his  fide  do  lind  it.       ll'ijiLm  2.   1—  .-4. 


Privileges  of  good  men. 
BUT  the  fouls  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  hand  of  God, 
and  there  (hall  no  torment  touch  them.     In  the  light  of  the 
unwife  they  feefhed  to  die  :    and  their  departure  is  taken  for 

mifery, 
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mifery,  and  their  going  from  us  to  be  utter  deftruction  :  but 
they  are  in  peace.  For  though  they  be  punifhed  in  the  fight 
of  men  :  yet  is  their  hope  full  of  immortaJity.  And  having 
been  a  little  chaftifed,  they  (hall  be  greatly  rewarded:  for 
God  proved  them,  and  found  them  worthy  for  himfelf.  As 
gold  in  the  furnace  hath  he  tried  them,  and  received  them  as 
a  burnt-offering,  and  in  the  time  of  their  vifitation  they 
fhall  (nine,  and  run  to  and  fro  like  fparks  among  the  ftubble. 
They  (hall  judge  the  nations,  and  have  dominion  over  the 
people,  and  their  Lord  fhall  reign  for  ever.  They  that  put 
their  truft  in  him  (hall  underftand  the  truth  :  and  fuch  as  be 
faithful  in  love  fhall  abide  with  him  :  for  grace  and  mercy  is 
to  his  faints,  and  he  hath  care  for  his  ele£t.  IVtfdum  3.  1 — 9. 


True  honour. 

THOUGH  the  righteous  be  prevented  with  death; 
yet  (hall  he  be  in  reft.  For  honourable  age  is  not  that 
which  ftandeth  in  length  of  time,  nor  that  is  meafured  by 
number  of  years :  but  wifdom  is  the  gray  hair  unto  men, 
and  an  unfpotted  life  is  old  age.  IViJdom  4.  7 — 9. 


The  ajlonifhmcnt  of  the  nicked  when  they  perceive  their  grievous 

mijlaie. 
THEN  (hall  the  righteous  man  ftand  in  great  boldnefs, 
before  the  face  of  fuch  as  have  afHi&ed  him,  and  made  no 
account  of  his  labours.  When  they  fee  it,  they  (hall  be 
troubled  with  terrible  fear,  and  (hall  be  amazed  at  the 
Jtrangenefs  of  his  falvation,  fo  far  beyond  all  that  they  look- 
ed for.  And  they  repenting,  and  groaning  for  anguifh  of 
fpirit,  (hall  fay  within  themYelves,  This  was  he  whom  we 
had  fometimes  in  derifion,  and  a  proverb  of  reproach.  Wc 
fools  accounted  his  life  inadnefs;  and  his  end  to  be  without 
honour.  How  is  he  numbered  among  the  children  of  God, 
and  his  lot  is  among  the  faints!  Therefore  have  we  erred 
from  the  way  of  truth,  and  the  light  of  righteoufnefs  hath 
not  finned  unto  us,  and  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  rofe  not 
upon  us.  We  wearied  ourfelves  in  the  way  of  wickednefs 
jnd  deftruc'tion:  yea,  we  have  gone  through  deferts,  where 
there  lay  no  way :  but  as  for  the  way  of  the  Lord,  we  have 
not  known  it.  What  hath  pride  profited  us?  or  what  good 
hath  riches  with  our  vaunting  brought  us?  All  thole  things 
are  palled  away  like  a  (hadow,  and  as  a  port  that  hafteth  by  ; 
And  as  a  (hip  that  palfeth  over  the  waves  of  the  water, 

which 
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which  when  it  is  gone  by,  the  trade  thereof  cannot  be  found, 
neither  the  path-way  of  the  keel  in  the  waves ;  or  as  when  a 
bird  hath  flown  through  the  air,  there  is  no  token  of  her 
way  to  be  found,  but  the  light  air  being  beaten  with   the 
ftroke  of  her  wings,  and  parted  with  the  violent  noile  and 
motion,  of  them,  is  pa  (Ted  through,  and  therein  afterwards 
no  fign  where  (lie  went  is  to  be  found  ;    or  like  as  when  an 
arrow  is  (hot  at  a  mark,  it  parteth  the  air,  which  immediately 
cometh  together  again,  fo  that  a  man  cannot  know  where  it 
went  through.     Even  fo  we,   in  like  manner,  as  foon  as  we 
were  born,  began  to  draw  to  our  end  and  had  no  fign  of  vir- 
tue to  (hew;  out  were  confumed  in  our  own   wickednefs. 
For  the  hope  of  the  ungodly  is  like  duft  that  is  blown  away 
with  the  wind  ;  like  a  thin  froth  that  is  driven  away  with  the 
ftorm ;  like  as  the  fmoke  which  is  difperfed  here  and  there 
with  a  tempeft,  and  paffeth  away  as  the  remembrance  of  a 
gueft  that  tarrieth  but  a  day.   But  the  righteous  live  for  ever- 
more ;  their  reward  alfo  is  with   the  Lord,  and  the  care  of 
them  is  with  the  Mod  High.     Therefore  fhall  they  receive  a 
glorious  kingdom,  and  a  beautiful   crown  from  the  Lord's 
hand  :  for  with  his  right  hand  fhall  he  cover  them,  and  with 
his  arm  (hall  he  protect  them.     He  (hall  take  to  him  his 
jealoufy  lor  compleat  armour,   and  make  the  creature  his 
weapon  for  the  revenge  of  his  enemies.     He  fhall  put  on 
righteoufnefs  as  a  breaft-plate,  and  true  judgment  inftead  of 
an  helmet.     He  (hall  take  holinefs  for  an  invincible  fhitld. 
His  fevere  wrath  fhall  he  fharpen  for  a  fword,  and  the  world 
fhall  light  with  him  againft  the  unwife.     Then  fhall  the 
right-aiming  thunderbolts  go  abroad,  and  from  the  clouds  as 
from  a  well-drawn  bow,  (hall  they  fly  to  the  mark.     And 
halftones  full  of  wrath   fhall  be  call  as  out  of  a  ftone-bow, 
and  the  water  of  the  lea  fhall  Tage  againft  them,  and  the 
floods  fhall  cruelly  drown  them.     Yea,  a  mighty  wind  fhall 
ftand  up  againft  them,  and  like  a  ftorm  (hall  blow  them  away: 
thus  iniquity  fhall  lay  wafte  the  whole  earth,  and  ill  dealing 
fhall  overthrow  the  thrones  of  the  mighty. 


'the  fervants  of  God  mujl  look  /«  r  trouble* 

M  Y  ion,  if  thou  come  to  ferve  the  Lord,  prepare  thy  foul 

mptation.     Set  thy  heart  aright,  and  conftantiy  eri- 

and  to  ike  not  hafte  in  time  oT  trouble.     Cleave  unto 

him,  s\^  deparl  not  away,  that  thou  mayeft  be  encreafed  at 

thy  lull  t  rid.    Whatfoever  is  brought  upon  thee,  takechear- 
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fully,  and  be  patient  when  thou  art  changed  to  a  low  eftatc. 
For  gold  is  tried  in  the  fire  ;  and  acceptable  men  in  the  fur- 
nace of  adverfity.     Believe  in  him,  and  he  will  help  I 
order  thy  way  aright,  and  truft   in  him.     Ye  that  fear  the 
Lord,  wait  for  his  mercy,  and  go  not  afide  lefi   ye  fall.     Ye 
that  fear  the  Lord,  believe  him,  and  your  reward  (hall   not 
fail.     Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  hope  for  good,  and  For  ever- 
lafting  joy  and  mercv.     Look  at  the  genentions  of  old,  and 
fee:  did  ever  any  trull  in  the  Lord,  and  was  confounded? 
or  did  any  abide  in  his  fear,  and  was  forfaken?  or  whom  did 
he  ever  defpife,  that  called  upon  him?  For  the  Lord  is  full 
of  compaffion  and  mercy,  long-fuffering,  and  very  pitiful, 
and  iorgiveth  fins,  and  faveth  in  timeof  affliction.     V\  ■ 
to  fearful  hearts,  and  faint  hands,  and  the  finner  that  goeth 
two  ways!  Woe  unto  him  that  is  faint-hearted !  tor! 
lieveth  not,  therefore  (hall  he  not  be  defended.     Woe  unto 
you  that  have  loir  patience!  and  what  will  ye  do  when  the 
Lord  Ihall  vifit  you  ?  r]  hey  tint  fear  the  Lord,  will  not  dif- 
obey  his  word  ;  and  they  that  love  him,  will  keep  hi» 
They  that  fear  the  Lord,  will  leek  that  which  is  well-pli 
unto  him;  and  they  that  love  him,  fhall  be  filled  with  Un- 
law.    They  that  feai  the  Lord,  will  prepare  their  hearts, 
and  humble  their  fouls  in  his  light,  faying,  We  will  fall  into 
the  hand.;  of  the  Lord,  and  not  into  the  hands  of  men  .;  for 
as  his  majefty  is,  fo  is  his  mercy.         EccTefiaJlicus  j.   i — 18. 


Advice  to  children. 

HEAR  me  your  father,  O  children,  and  dot 
that  ye  maybe  fafe.     Tor  the  Lord  hath  given' the  father 
honour  over  the  children,  and  hath  confirmed  the  authority 

of  the  mother  over  the  Ion-.  Whofo  honoureth  his  i  I 
maketh  an  atonement  lor  his  fins.  And  he  that  honoureth 
his  mother,  is  as  one  that  layeth  up  treafure.  Whofo 
honoureth  his  father,  fhall  have  joy  of  his  own  children, 
and  when  he  maketh  his  prayer,  he  [hall  be  heard.  He  that 
honoureth  his  father  fhall  have  a  lone;  life;  and  he  that  is 
obedient  unto  the  Lord  fhall  be  a  comfort  to  hi,  mother. 
He  that  feareth  the  Lord,  will  honour  his  father,  and  will 
do  fervice  unto  his  parents,  as  to  his  mafters.  Honour  thy 
father  and  mother,  both  in  word  and  deed,  that  a  hlelf- 
ing  may  come  upon  thee  from  them.  For  the  blefl 
father  eftablifheth  the  houfes  of  children,  but  the  curfe  of 
the  mother  rooteth  out  found  itions.     Glory  not  in  I  he  dif- 
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honour  of  thy  father,  for  thy  father's  difhonour  is  no 
unto  thee.  For  the  glory  of  a  man,  is  from  the  honour  of 
his  father;  and  a.  mother  in  clilhonour,  is  a:  reproach  unto 
the  children.  My  Ion,  help  thy  father  in  his  age,  and 
him  not  as  long  as  he  liveth.  And  if  his  underltanding  fail, 
have  patience  with  him,  and  efefpife  him  not  when  thou  art 
in  thy  full  ftrength.  For  the  relieving  of  thy  father  (haB 
not  be  forgotten  :  and  inftead  of  fins,  it  fhall  be  added  to 
build  thee  up.  In  the  day  of  thine  affliction  it  fhall  he 
remembered  ;  thy  fins  alfo  fhall  melt  away  as  the  ire  in  the 
fair  warm  weather.  He  that  forfaketh  his  father,  is  as  a  bhi- 
phemer,  and  he  that  angreth  his  mother,  is  curled  of  God. 

EcdeJtaJHcas  3.   1 — 16. 


We  muj}  go  on  in  our  bufmefs  with  patience. 
MY  fon,  go  on  with  thy  bufinefs  in  meeknefs,  fo  fhalt 
thou  be  beloved  of  him  that  is  approved.  The  greater  thou 
art,  the  more  humble  thyfelf,  and  thou  ihalt  find  favour  be- 
fore the  Lord.  Many  are  in  high  place,  and  of  renown : 
but  myfteries  are  revealed  unto  the  meek.  For  the  power  of 
the  Lord  is  great,  and  he  is  honoured  of  the  lowly.  Seek 
not  out  the  things  that  are  too  hard  for  thee,  neither  fearch 
the  things  that  are  above  thy  ftrength.  But  what  is  com- 
manded thee  think  thereupon  with  reverence :  for  it  is  not 
needful  for  thee  to  fee  with  thme  eyes  the  things  that  are  in 
fecret.  Be  not  curious  in  unnecelfary  matters  :  for  more 
things  are  (hewed  unto  thee,  than  men  underftand.  For 
m  my  are  deceived  by  their  own  vain  opinion,  and  an  evil 
•fufpicion  hath  overthrown  their  judgment. 

EccleJiajOais.  3.   17 — 24. 


Dir  W  to  behave  to  the  poor. 

MY  fon,  defraud  not  the  poor  of  his  living,  and  make 
not  the  needy  eyes  to  wait  long.  Make  not  an  hungry  foul 
forrowful;  neither  provoke  a  man  in  his  diftrefs.  Add  not 
more  trouble  to  an  heart  that  is  vexed  ;  and  defer  not  to  give 
to  him  that  is  in  need.  Reject,  not  the  fupplication  of  the 
(!  ;  neither  turn  away  thy  face  from  a  poor  man. 
Turn  n(t  away  thine  eye  from  the  needy,  and  give  him 
none  occaftpn  to  curfe  thee  :  For  if  he  curie  thee  in  the  bit- 
terneisofhis  foul,  his  prayer  (hall  be  heard  of  him  that  made 
him.     Get  thyfelf  the  love  of  the  congregation,  and  bow 

thy 
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thy  head  to  a  great  man.  Let  it  not  grieve  thee  to  bow 
down  thine  ear  to  the  poor,  and  give  him  a  friendly  anfwer 
with  meeknefs.  Deliver  him  that  fuffereth  wrone;,  from  the 
hand  of  the  oppreffor:  and  be  not  faint-hearted  when  thou 
fitted:  in  judgment.  Be  as  a  father  unto  the  fatherlefs,  and 
inftead  of  an  hufband  unto  their  mother :  fo  (halt  thou  be 
as  the  fon  of  the  nioft:  High,  and  he  (hall  love  thee  more 
than  thy  mother  doth,  Ecclejiajticus  4.   1 — 10. 


We  mujl  not  pre  fume  on  riches,  finnrth,  or  the  mercy  of  God. 

SET  not  thy  heart  upon  thy  goods  ;  and  fay  not  I  have 
enough  for  my  life.  Follow  not  thine  own  mind,  and  thy 
flrength  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart :  And  fay  not,  u  ho 
fhall  controul  me  for  my  works ?  for  the  Lord  will  furely 
revenge  thy  pride.  Say  not,  I  have  finned,  and  what  harm 
hath  happened  unto  me?  for  the  Lord  is  long-fuffering,  lie 
will  in  no  wife  let  thee  go.  Concerning  propitiation,  be 
not  without  fear  to  add  fin  unto  fin:  And  lay  not,  His 
mercy  is  great ;  he  will  be  pacified  for  the  multitude  of  my 
fins ;  for  mercy  and  wrath  come  from  him,  and  his  indigna- 
tion refteth  upon  iinners.  Make  no  tarrying  to  turn  to  the 
Lord,  and  put  not  off  from  day  to  day :  for  fuddenly  (half, 
the  wrath  of  the  Lord  come  forth,  and  in  thy  fecurity  thou, 
flialt  be  deftroyed,  and  perifh  in  the  day  of  vengeance.  Set 
not  thine  heart  upon  goods  unjuftly  gotten,  lor  they  fhal! 
not  profit  thee  in   the  day  of  calamity, 

Ecclejiajlku;  5.    1 — 8* 


DireSiont  how  to  chafe  a  fru 
SWEET  language  will  multiply  friends:  and  a  fail 
xpeaking  tongue  will  increafe  kind  greetings,  be  in  peace 
with  many  :  nevertheleis  have  but  one  councilor  of  a  thou- 
fand.  If  thou  wouldeft  get  a  friend,  prove  him  firft,  and 
be  not  bafty  to  credit  him.  For  lomc  man  is  a  friend  for  his 
own  occafion,  and  will  not  abide  in  the  day  of  thy  trouble. 
And  there  is  a  friend,  who,  being  turned  to  enmity  and 
ftrife,  will  difcover  thy  reproach.  Again,  fome  friend  is  a 
companion  at  the  table,  and  will  not  continue  in  the  day  of 
thy  affliction.  But  in  thy  profperity  he  will  be  as  thyfeli, 
and  will  be  bold  over  thy  lervants.  If  thou  be  brought  low, 
he  will  be  againft  thee,  and  will  hide  himfelf  from  thy  face. 
A  faithful  friend  is  a  ftrong  defence :  and  he  that  bath  found 

fuch 


S2  SACRED    LITERATURE.  E     k  V7. 

fuch  an  one  hath  found  a  treafure.     Nothing  cloth  counter- 
vail a  faithful  friend,  and  his  excellency  is  invaluable.      A 
faithful  friend  is  the  medicine  of  life;  and  they  that  ft 
Lord  lhall  find  him.     Whofo  feareth  the  Lord  {hall  dii 
his  friendfhip  aright  :  for  as  he  is,  fo  (hall  his  neighbom 
alfo.  .        Ecchfiajlicus  6.  5 — 12,    14 — 17. 


Advice  to  young  men. 

MY  fon,  gather  inftruclion  from  thy  youth  up  :  fo  [halt 
thou  find  wildom  till  thine  old  age.  Come  unto  her  as  one 
that  ploweth  and  foweth,  and  wait  for  her  good  fruits:  iur 
thou  fhalt  not  toil  much  in  labouring  about  her,  but  thou 
fhalt  eat  of  her  fruits  right  loon.  She  is  very  unpleafant  to 
the  unlearned:  he  that  is  without  underftanding  will  not  re- 
main with  her.  She  will  lie  upon  him,  as  a  mighty  ftone 
of  trial ;  and  he  will  call  her  from  him  ere  it  be  long.  For 
wifdom  is  according  to  her  name,  and  (lie  is  not  manifeft 
unto  many.  Give  ear,  my  fon,  receive  my  advice,  and  re- 
fufe  not  my  counfel,  and  put  thy  feet  into  her  fetters,  and 
thy  neck  into  her  chain.  Bow  down  thy  ihoulder,  and 
bear  her,  and  be  not  grieved  with  her  bonds.  Come  unto 
her  with  thy  whole  heart,  and  keep  her  ways  with  all  thy 
power.  Search  and  feek,  and  fhe  fliall  be  made  known  unto 
thee:  and  when  thou  haft  got  hold  of  her,  let  her  not  go. 
For  at  the  laft  thou  {halt  find  her  reft,  and  that  mall  be 
turned  to  thy  joy.  Then  fliall  her  fetters  be  a  ftrong  de- 
fence for  thee,  and  her  chains  a  robe  of  glory  :  For  there  is 
a  golden  ornament  upon  her,  and  her  bands  are  purple  lace. 
Thou  lhalt  put  her  on  as  a  robe  of  honour  :  and  fhalt  put 
her  about  thee  as  a  crown  of  joy.  My  fon,  if  thou  wilt, 
thou  (halt  be  taught :  and  if  thou  wilt  apply  thy  mind,  thou 
(halt  be  prudent.  If  thou  love  to  hear,  thou  fhalt  receive 
underftanding :  and  if  thou  bow  thine  ear,  thou  fliait 
wife.  Stand  in  the  multitude  of  the  elders,  and  cleave  unto 
him  that  is  wue.  lie  willing  to  hear  every  godly  difcouiil. 
and  let  not  the  parables  of  underftanding  ei'cape  thee.  And 
ii 'thou  fecft  a  man  of  underftanding,  get  thee  betimes  unto 
bun,  and  let  thy  foot  wear  the  fteps  of  his  door.  Let  thy 
mind  be  upon  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord,  and  meditate  con- 
tinually in  his  commandments :  lie  lhall  cftablilh  thine  heart, 
and  give  thee  wildom  at  thine  own  defile. 

/  icus  6.  1 3 — 37. 


Advl 
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.  Advice  to  perfons  of  every  rank  and  condition  in  life. 

DO  no  evil,  fo  (hall  no  barm  come  unto  thee.  Depart 
from  the  unjuft,  and  iniquity  (hall  turn  away  from  thee. 
My  fon,  low  not  upon  the  furrows  of  unrighteoufnefs,  and 
thou  (halt  not  reap  them  feven-fold.  Seek  not  of  the  Lord 
pre-eminence,  neither  of  the  king  the  feat  of  honour.  Juftify 
not  thyfelf  before  the  Lord,  and  boaft  not  of  thy  wifdom  be- 
fore the  king.  Seek  not  to  be  judge,  being  not  able  to  take 
away  iniquity,  left  at  any  time  thou  fear  the  perfon  of  the 
mighty,  and  lay  a  (Tumbling-block  in  the  way  of  thy  upright- 
ness. Offend  not  againft  the  multitude  of  a  city,  and  then 
thou  malt  not  caft  thyfelf  down  among  the  people.  Bind 
not  one  fin  upon  another,  for  in  one  thou  fhalt  not  be  un- 
punifhed.  Say  not,  God  will  look  upon  the  multitude  of 
my  oblations,  and  when  I  offer  to  the  mod:  high  God,  he 
will  accept  it.  Be  not  faint  hearted  when  thou  makeft  thy 
prayer,  and  neglect  not  to  give  alms.  Laugh  no  man  to 
fcorn  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul :  for  there  is  one  which 
humbleth  and  exalteth.  Devife  not  a  lie  againft  thy  brother : 
neither  do  the  like  to  thy  friend.  Ufe  not  to  make  any 
manner  of  lie :  for  the  cuftom  thereof  is  not  good.  Uie 
not  many  words  in  a  multitude  of  elders,  and  make  not 
much  babbling  when  thou  prayeft.  Hate  not  laborious 
work,  neither  hufbandry,  which  the  Moft  High  hath  ordain- 
ed. Number  not  thyfelf  among  the  multitude  of  finners, 
but  remember  that  wrath  will  not  tarry  long.  Humble  thy 
foul  greatly:  for  the  vengeance  of  the  ungodly  is  fire  and 
worms.  Change  not  a  friend  for  any  s;ood  by  no  means ; 
neither  a  faithful  brother  for  the  gold  of  Ophir.  Forego 
not  a  wife  and  good  woman,  for  her  grace  is  above  gold. 
Whereas  thy  fervant  worketh  truly,  entreat  him  not  evil, 
nor  the  hireling  that  beftoweth  him  felt'  wholly  for  thee.  Let 
thy  foul  love  a  good  fervant,  and  defraud  him  not  of  liberty. 
Haft  thou  cattle?  have  an  eye  to  them:  and  if  they  be  for 
thy  profit,  keep  them  with  thee.  Haft  thou  children  ?  in- 
ftru6t  them,  and  bow  down  their  neck  from  their  youth. 
Haft:  thou  daughters?  have  a  care  of  their  body,  and  (hew 
not  thyfelf  chearful  towards  them.  Marry  thy  daughter, 
and  fo  lhalt  thou  have  performed  a  weighty  matter :  but  give 
her  to  a  man  of  underltanding.  Haft  thou  a  wife  after  thy 
mind  ?  forfake  her  not  :  but  give  not  thyfelf  over  to  a  light 
woman.  Honour  thy  father  with  thy  whole  heart,  and  tar- 
get not  the  forrows  of  thy  mother.  Remember  that  thou 
waft  begot  of  them,  and  how  canft  thou  recompenfe  them 
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the  things  that  they  have  done  foi  thee?  Fear  the  Lord 
with  all  thy  foul,  and  reverence  his  priefts.  Love  him  that 
made  thee  with  all  thy  ftrength,  and  forfake  not  his  minil- 
ters.  Fear  the  Lord,  and  honour  the  pricft  :  and  give  him 
his  portion,  as  it  is  commanded  thee  ;  the  firft-fruits,  and 
the  trefpafs-offering,  and  the  gift  of  the  (boulders,  and  the 
facritice  of  fan&ification,  and  the  firft-fruits  of  the  holy 
thing?.  And  ftretch  thine  hand  unto  the  poor,  that  thy 
bletfing  may  he  perfected.,  A  gift  hath  grace  in  the  light  of 
every  man  living,  and  for  the  dead  detain  it  riot.  Fail  not 
to  he  with  them  that  weep,  and  mourn  with  them  that 
mourn.  Be  not  flow  to  Vifit  the  fick  :  fox  that  fhall  make 
thee  to  he  beloved.  What fbever  thou  takefl  in  hand,  re- 
member the  end,  and  thou  fhalt  never  do  amifs. 

Strive  not  with  a  mighty  man,  left  thou  fall  into  his  hands 
Ee  not  at  variance  with  a  rich  man,  left  he  overweigh  thee  : 
for  gold  hath  deftroyed  many,  and  perverted  the  hearts  of 
kings.  Strive  not  with  a  man  that  is  full  of  tongue,  ami 
heap  not  wood  upon  his  lire.  Jell  not  with  a  rude  man,  left, 
thy  anccftors  be  difgraced.  Repioach  not  a  man  that  turn- 
eth  from  fin,  but  remember  that  we  are  all  woithy  of  punilh- 
ment.  Difhonour  not  a  man  in  his  old  age;  for  even  fume 
of  us  wax  old.  Rejoice  not  over  thy  greateft  enemy  being 
dead,  but  remember  that  we  die  all.  Defpife  not  ihe  dil- 
courfe  of  the  wife,  but  acquaint  thyfelf  with  their  proverbs ; 
for  of  them  thou  fhalt  learn  inftruction,  and  how  to  f<  i 
great  men  with  eafe.  Mife  not  the  difcourfe  of  the  eldei  . 
for  they  alio  learned  of  their  fathers,  and  of  them  thou  fhall 
learn  underftanding,  atid  to  give  anfwer  as  need  required!. 
Kindle  not  the  coals  of  a  tinner,  left  thou  be  burnt  with  the 
flame  of  his  fire.  Rife  not  up  [in  anger]  at  the  prefence  of 
an  injurious  perfon,  left  he  lie  in  wait  to  entrap  thee  in  thy 
words.  Lend  not  unto  him  that  is  mightier  than  thyfelf ; 
for  if  thou  lendeft  him,  count  it  but  loft.  Be  not  furety 
shove  thy  power  ;  for  if  thou  be  furety,  take  care  to  pay  it. 
Go  not  to  law  with  a  judge,  for  they  will  judge  for  him  ac- 
cording to  his  honour.  Travel  not  by  the  way  with  a  hold 
fellow,  left  he  become  grievous  unto  thee;  tor  lie  wilt  do 
according  to  his  own  will,  and  thou  Ihalt  perilh  with  him 
through  his  folly.  Strive  not  with  an  angry  man,  arid  go 
not  with  him  into  a  folitary  place  ;  for  bloou  is  as  nothing 
in  his  fight,  and  where  there  is  no  help,  he  will  overthrow 
thee.  (Jonfult  not  with  a  fool,  for* he  cannot  keep  counfel. 
Do  no  fecret  thing  before  a  jtmnger,  for  thou  knuweft  not 
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what  lie  may  bring  forth.     Open  not  thine  heart  to  every 
nun,  left  he  requite  thee  with  a  fhrewd  turn. 

Be  not  jealous  over  the  wife  of  thy  bofom,  and  teach  h<r 
not  an  evil  lellon  againft  thyfelf.     Give  not  thy  foul  unto 
a  woman,  to  fet   her  fool   upon  thy  fubftance.     Meet  not 
with    an  harlot,  left,  thou    Till    into   hei   fnares.     Ufe  not 
much  the  company  of  a  woman  that  is  a  linger,  left  thou  be 
taken  with  her  attempts.     Ga/.e  not  on  a  maid,  that  thou 
fill  not  by  thofe  things  that  are  precious  in  her.     Give  not 
thy  foul  unto  harlots,  that  thou  lofe  not  thine  inheritance. 
Look  not  round  about  thee  in  the  ftreets  of  the  city,  neither 
wander  thou  in  the  folitary  places  thereof.    Turn  away  thine 
eye  from  a  beautiful  woman,  and  look  not  upon  another's 
beauty;  for  many  have  been  deceived  by  the  beauty  of  a 
woman,  for  herewith   love  is  kindled  as  a  fire.     Sit  not  at 
all  with  another  man's  wife,  nor  lit  down  with  her  in  thine 
arms,  and  fpend  not  thy  money  with  her  at  the  wine  ;  left 
thine  heart  incline  unto  her,  and  fo  through  thy  defirethou 
fall  into  deftru&ion .     Forfakc  not  an  old  friend,  for  the  new 
is  not  comparable  to  him  ;  for  a  new  friend  is  as  new  wine  ; 
when  it  is  old,  thou  (halt  drink  it  with  pleafure.     Envy  not 
the  glory  of  a  finner ;  for  thou  knoweft  not  what  fhall  be 
his  end.     Delight  not  in  the  thing  that  .he  ungodly  have 
pleafure  in  ;  but  remember  they  fhall  not  go  unpunifhed 
unto  their  grave.       Ecdejiajlicus  7,  8  and  9  chap,  to  12th  vt 


We  ought  not  to  trujl  an  enemy. 
NEVER  truft  thine  enemy:  for  like  as  iron  rufteth,  fo 
is  his  wickednefs.  Though  he  humbleth  himfelf  and  go 
crouching,  yet  take  good  heed,  and  beware  of  him,  and 
thou  (halt  be  unto  him,  as  if  thou  hadft  wiped  a  looking- 
glafs,  and  thou  (halt  know  that  his  ruft  hath  not  been  alto- 
gether wiped  away.  Set  him  not  by  thee,  left,  when  he 
hath  overthrown  thee,  heftand  up  in  thy  place;  neither  let 
him  fit  at  thy  right  hand,  left  he  leek  to  take  thy  feat,  and 
thou  at  the  lift  "remember  my  words,  and  be  pricked  there- 
with. Who  will  pity  a  charmer  that  is  bitten  with  a  ferpent, 
or  any  fuch  as  come  nigh  wild  beafts ':'  So  one  that  goeth  to 
a  finner,  and  is  defiled  with  him  in  his  (ins,  who  will  pity  ? 
For  a  while  he  will  abide  with  thee,  but  if  thou  begin  to  fall, 
he  will  not  tarry.  An  enemy  fpeaketh  fweetly  with  his  lips, 
but  in  his  heart'  he  imaginetn  how  to  throw  thee  into  a  pit : 
he  will  weep  with  his  eyes,  but  if  he  find  opportunity,  he  wilt 
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not  be  fatisfied  with  blood.  If  aclverfity  come  upon  thee, 
thou  (halt  find  him  there  firft,  and  though  he  pretend  to 
help  thee,  yet  {hall  he  undermine  thee.  He  will  (hake  his 
head  and  clap  his  hands,  and  whifpermuch,  and  change  his 
countenance.  Ecclejiafticus  12.  10 — 18. 


Directions  for  the  choice  of  a  companion. 

H  E  that  toucheth  pitch,  (hall  be  defiled  therewith,  and  he 
that  hath  fellowship  with  a  proud  man,  {hall  be  like  unto 
him.  Burden  not  thyfelf  above  thy  power,  while  thou 
lived,  and  have  no  fellowfhip  with  one  that  is  mightier  and 
richer  than  thyfelf.  For  how  agree  the  kettle  and  the  earthen 
pot  together?  for  if  the  one  be  fmitten  againd  the  other, 
it  fhall  be  broken.  The  rich  man  hath  done  wrong,  and 
yet  he  threateneth  withal :  the  poor  is  wronged,  and  he  muft 
intreat  alfo.  If  thou  be  for  his  profit,  he  will  ufethee  :  but 
if  thou  have  nothing,  he  will  forfake  thee.  If  thou  have 
any  thing,  he  will  live  with  thee :  yea,  he  will  make  thee 
bare,  and  will  not  be  forry  for  it.  If  he  have  need  of  thee, 
he  will  deceive  thee,  and  fmile  upon  thee,  and  put  thee  in 
hope;  he  will  fpeak  thee  fair,  and  fay,  What  wanted  thou? 
And  he  will  (hame  thee  by  his  meats,  until  he  have  drawn 
thee  dry  twice  or  thrice,  and  at  the  lair,  he  will  laugh  thee  to 
i'corn:  afterward  when  he  feeth  thee,  he  will  forfake  thee, 
and  {hake  his  head  at  thee.  Beware  that  thou  be  not  deceiv- 
ed, and  brought  down  in  thy  jollity.  If  thou  be  invited  of 
a  mighty  man,  withdraw  thyfelf,  and  fo  much  the  more  will 
he  invite  thee.  Prefs  thou  not  upon  him,  left  thou  be  put 
back  ;  ftand  not  far  off,  left  thou  be  forgotten.  Affect,  not  to 
be  made  equal  unto  him  in  talk,  and  believe  not  his  many 
words :  for  with  much  communication  will  he  tempt  thee, 
and  fmiling  upon  thee  will  get  out  thy  fecrets  :  but  cruelly 
he  will  lay  up  thy  words,  and  will  not  fpare  to  do  thee  hurt, 
and  to  put  thee  in  prifon.  Obferve,  and  take  good  heed, 
for  thou  walked  in  peril  of  thy  overthrowing  :  when  thou 
heareft  thefe  things,  awake  in  thy  deep.  Love  the  Lord  all 
thy  life,  and  call  upon  him  for  thy  falvation. 

Ecclejiajticus  13.  1-^.14. 


Like  chdveth  to  like. 

EVERY  bead  lovcth  his  like,  and  every  man  loveth  his 
neighbour.     All  flefli  conforteth  according  to  .kind,  and  a 

man 
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man  will  cleave  to  his  like.  What  fellowfhip  hath  the  wolf 
with  the  lamb?  fo  the  Tinner  with  the  godly.  What  agree- 
ment is  there  between  the  hyena  and  a  dog  ?  and  what  peace 
betwixt  the  rich  and  the  poor?  As  the  wild  afs  is  the  Hon'a 
prey  in  the  wildemefs,  fo  the  rich  eat  up  the  poor.  As  the 
proud  hate  humility  :  fo  doth  the  rich  abhor  the  poor.  A 
rich  man  beginning  to  fall,  is  held  up  of  his  friends:  but  a 
poor  man  being  down,  is  thruft  alio  away  by  his  friends. 
When  a  rich  man  is  fallen,  he  hath  many  helpers  :  he  fpeaketh 
things  not  to  be  fpoken,  and  yet  men  juftify  him  :  the  poor 
man  flipt,  and  yet  they  rebuked  him  too ;  he  fpake  wiicly, 
and  could  have  no  place.  When  a  rich  man  fpeaketh,  every 
man  holdeth  his  tongue,  and  look,  what  he  faith,  they  extol 
it  to  the  clouds:  but  it  the  poor  man  fpeak,  they  lay,  What 
fellow  is  this?  and  if  he  (tumble,  they  will  help  to  overthrow 
him.  Ecclejiajliais  13.  15 — 23. 


Abufe  of  liberty  the  caufe  of  damnation. 

SAY  not  thou,  it  is  through  the  Lord  that  I  fell  away  :  tor 
thou  oughteft  not  to  do  the  things  that  he  hateth.  Say  not 
thou,  He  hath  caufed  me  to  err:  for  he  hath  no  need  of  the 
linful  man.  The  Lord  hateth  all  abomination  ;  and  they 
that  fear  God  love  it  not.  He  himfelf  made  man  from  the 
beginning,  and  left  him  in  the  hand  of  his  counfel ;  if  thou 
wilt,  to  keep  the  commandments,  and  to  perform  acceptable 
faithfulnefs.  He  hath  let  fire  and  water  before  thee: 
ftretch  forth  thy  hand  unto  whether  thou  wilt.  Before  man 
is  life  and  death,  and  whether  him  liketh  (hall  be  given  him. 
For  the  wifdom  of  the  Lord  is  great,  and  he  is  mighty  in 
power,  and  beholdeth  all  things ;  and  his  eyes  are  upon 
them  that  fear  him,  and  he  knoweth  every  work  of  man. 
He  hath  commanded  no  man  to  do  wickedly,  neither  huh 
he  given  any  man  licence  to  fin.         Ecclefiajlicvs  15.  1 1 — 20. 


The  ungodly  are  fur  e  to  be  m'icra'ic. 

AND  if  there  be  one  (tiff-necked  among  the  people,  it  is 
marvel  if  he  efcape  unpunilhed  :  for  mercy  and  wrath  are 
with  him  ;  he  is  mighty  to  forgive,  and  to  pour  out  difplea- 
fure.  As  his  mercy  is  great,  fo  is  his  correction  alfo: 
he  judgeth  a  man  according  to  his  works.  The  firmer  fliall 
not  efcape  with  his  fpoils  ;  and  the  patience  of  the  godly 
fliall  not  be  fruft rate.     Make  way  for  every  work  of  mercy  : 

C  3  for 
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for  every  man  {"hall  find  according  to  his  works.  The  Lord 
hardeneth  Pharaoh,  that  he  fhould  not  know  him  ;  that  his 
powerful  works  might  be  known  to  the  world.  His  i 
manifeft  to  every  creature,  and  he  hath  le.par.tted  his  I 
from  the  darknefs,  with  an  adamant.  Say  nbt  thou,  1  will 
hide  myfelf  from  the  Lord:  fhall  any  remember  me  from 
above?  I  fhall  not  be  remembered  among  io  many  pco;  ..  : 
for  what  is  my  foul  among  Huh  an  infinite  number  of  crea- 
tures: Behold,  the  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  "heavens, 
the  deep,  and  the  earth,  and  all  th.t  therein  is,  iIk.11  be 
moved  when  he  fhall  vifit.  The  mountains  •  alio,  and 
foundations  of  the  earth  fhall  be  fhaken  with  trembling, 
when  the  Lord  looketh  upon  them.  No  heart  can  think 
upon  thefe  things  worthily:  and  who  is  able  to  conceive 
his  ways?  It  is  a  tempeft  which  no  man  can  fee:  for  the 
moft  part  of  his  works  are  hid.  Eccleftafiicus  16.  1 1 — 21. 


How  to  give  alms. 

MY  fon,  blemifh  not  thy  good  deeds,  neither  ufe  un- 
comfortable words  when  thou  giveft  any  thing.  Shall  not 
the  dew  affuage  the  heat?  fo  is  a  word  better  than  a  gift. 
Lo,  is  not  a  word  better  than  a  gift?  but  both  are  with  a 
gracious  man.  A  fool  will  upbraid  churlifhly,  and  a  gift  of 
the  envious  confumeth  the  eyes.        Ecclejiafiicus  18.   15 — i". 


We  mu(l  not  delay  to  prepare  for  death. 

LEARN  before  thou  fpeak,  and  \\[z  phytic  or  ever  thou 
be  ilick.  Before  judgment  examine  thy  (elf;  and  in  the  daY 
of  vifrtation  thou  fhalt  find  mercy.  Humble  thyfelf  before 
thou  be  fick,  and  in  the  time  of  fins  (hew  repentance.  Let 
nothing  hinder  thee  to  pay  thy  vow  in  due  time,  and  defi  r 
not  until  death  to  be  juftiiied.  Before  thou  prayeft,  prepare 
thyfelf;  and  be  not  as  one  that  tempteth  the  Lord.  Think 
upon  the  wrath  that  fhall  be  at  the  end,  and  the  time  of 
vengeance  when  he  fhall  turn  away  his  tact. 

Ecclejiajficus  10.  19 — 24, 


Admonition  to  [wearers, 

A  ("CUSTOM  not  thy  mouth  lo  (wearing:  neither  ufe 
thylelf  to  the  naming  of  the  Holy  One.  for  as  a  fervant 
that  is  continually  beaten,  (hall  not  be  without  a  blue  mark  : 

io 
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fo   he  that  fweareth,    and  natneth  God  continually,  (hall 

not   be  faultier.     A  man  that  ufeth  much  fweafin   ,  m 

filled  with  iniquity,  and   the  plague  (hall  n 

his  houfe:  if  he  fhall  offend,  his  fin  (hall  be  upon  him  . 

if  he  acknowledge  not  his  tin,  he  maketh  a  double  offence ; 

and  if  he  fwear  in  vain,  he  thill  not  be  innocent,  but  his 
houfe  (lull  be  full  of  calamities.  Ecclejuijltcus  23.  y — 1 1. 


<-}./.;•'  /  >  money-lenders, 

HE  that  is  merciful,  will  lend  unto  his  neighbour;  and  he 
that  ftrengtheneth  his  hand,  keepeth  the  commandments. 
Lend  to  thy  neighbour  in  time  of  his  need,  and  pay  thou 
thy  neighbour  again  in  due  feafon.  Keep  thy  word,  and 
deal  faithfully  with  him,  arid  thou  ilialt  always  find  the 
thing  that  is  necelTary  for  thee.  Many,  when  a  thing  was 
lent  for  them,  reckoned  it  to  be  found,  and  put  them  to 
trouble  that  helped  them.  Till  he  hath  received,  he  will 
kifs  a  man's  hand;  and  for  his  neighbour's  money  he  will 
Ipeak  fubmiflively :  but  when  he  fhouid  repay,  he  will  pro- 
long the  time,  and  return  words  of  grief,  and  complain  of 
the  time.  If  he  prevail,  he  fhall  hardly  receive  the  half,  and 
he  will  count  as  if  he  had  found  it  :  if  not,  he  hath  deprived 
him  of  his  money,  and  he  hath  gotten  him  an  enemy  with- 
out caufe:  he  payeth  him  with  curfings  and  railings;  and 
lor  honour,  he  will  pay  him  di [grace.  Many  therefore  have 
refufed  to  lend  for  other  men's  ill  dealing,  fearing  to  be  de- 
Irauded.  Vet  have  thou  patience  with  a  man  in  poor  eftate, 
and  delay  not  to  (hew  him  mercy.  Help  the  poor  for  the 
commandment's  fake,  and  turn  him  not  away  bccaufe  of  his 
poverty.  Lofe  thy  money  lor  thy  brother  and  thy  friend, 
and  let  it  not  rufl  under  a  Hone  to  be  loft.  Lay  up  thy 
treafure  according  to  the  commandments  of  the  Moft  High, 
and  it  fhall  bring  thee  more  profit  than  gold.  Shut  up  alms 
in  thy  ftore-houle-. :  and  it  lhall  deliver  thee  from  all  afflic- 
tion. It  fhall  fight  for  thee  againft  thine  enemies,  better 
than  a  mighty  fliield  and  ftrong  fpear.  An  honeft  man  is 
furety  for  his  neighbour:  but  he  that  is  impudent  will  for- 
fake  him.  Forget  not  the  friendfhip  of  thy  furety,  for  he 
hath  given  his  life  for  thee.  A  (inner  will  overthrow  the 
good  eftate  of  his  furety:  and  he  that  is  of  an  unthankful 
mind,  will  leave  him  in  [danger]  that  delivered  him.  Sure- 
tifhip  hath  undone  many  of  good  eftate,  and  fhaken  them  a* 
a  wave  of  the  fea  :  mighty  men  hath  it  driven  from  their 

houfes, 
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houfes,  fo  that  they  wandered  among  ftrange  nations.  A 
wicked  man,  tranfgreffing  the  co'Timandments  of  the  Lord, 
fhall  fall  into  furctiilifp  :  and  he  that  undertaketh  and  i'ol- 
lpweth  other  men's  bufinefs  for  gain,  fivall  fall  into  fuits. 
Help  thy  neighbour  according  to  thy  power,  and  beware 
that  thou  thyiell  fall  not  intothefame.  Ecclejiafiicus 29. 1 — 20. 


Mifcry  of  being  dependent  upon  others. 

BETTER  is  the  life  of  a  poor  man  in  a  mean  cottage, 
than  delicate  fare  in  another  man's  honfe.  Be  it  little  or 
much,  hold  thee  contented,  that  thou  hear  not  the  reproach 
of  thy  honfe.  For  it  is  a  milerable  life  to  go  from  houfe  to 
houfe:  lor  where  th,.,u  art  a  ftranger  thou  dareft  not  open 
thy  mouth.  Thou  {halt  entertain,  and  feafl,  and  have  no 
thanks:  moreover,  thou  fhalt  hear  bitter  words:  come,  thou 
ii ranger,  and  furnifh  a  table,  and  feed  me  of  that  thou  haft 
ready ;  give  place,  thou  ftranger,  to  an  honourable  man,  my 
brother  cometh  to  be  lodged,  and  I  have  need  of  mine  houfe. 
Thele  things  are  grievous  to  a  man  of  underftanding:  the 
upbraiding  of  houfe-room,  and  reproaching  of 'the  lender. 

Eeelejiaiticus  29.  22 — 28. 


Advice  to  parents  for  the  management  of  children. 

HE  that  loveth  his  fon,  caufeth  him  oft  to  feel  the  rod, 
that  he  may  have  joy  of  him  in  the  end.  He  that  chaftifeth 
his  fon,  fhall  have  joy  in  him,  and  (hall  rejoice  of  him  among 
his  acquaintance.  He  that  teacheth  his  fon,  grieveth  the 
enemy :  and  before  his  friends  he  (hall  rejoice  of  him. 
Though  his  father  die,  yet  he  is  as  though  he  were  not 
dead  :  for  he  hath  left  one  behind  him  that  is  like  himfelf. 
"While  he  lived,  he  faw  and  rejoiced  in  him:  and  when  ho 
died,  he  was  not  forrowful.  He  left  behind  him  an  avenger 
againft  his  enemies,  and  one  that  (hall  requite  kindnels  to 
his  friends.  He  that  maketh  too  much  of  his  fon,  (hall 
bind  up  his  wounds,  and  his  bowels  will  be  troubled  at  every 
try.  An  horfe  not  broken  becometh  head-ftrong:  and  a 
child  left  to  himfelf  will  be  wilful.  Cocker  thy  child,  and 
he  Ihall  anke  thee  afraid:  play  with  him,  and  he  will  bring 
thee  to  hcivinefs.  Laugh  not  with  him,  left  thou  have 
forrow  with  him,  and  left  thou  griafll  thy  teeth  in  the  end. 
Give  him  no  liberty  in  his  youth,  and  wink  not  at  his 
follies.     Bow  down  his  peck  while  he  is  young,  and  beat 

him 
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him  on  the  fides  while  he  is  a  child,  left  he  wax  flubborn, 
and  he  difobedient  unto  thee,  and  io  bring  forrow  to  thine 
heart.  Chaftife  thy  fon,  and  hold  him  to  labour,  left  his 
lewd  behaviour  be  an  offence  unto  thee. 

EccleJiajHcus  30.  1 — 13. 


Our  Saviour's  fidelity  to  his  followers. 

I  F  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and 
take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me.  For  whofoever  will  fave 
his  life  (hall  lole  it:  and  whofoever  will  lofe  his  life  for  my 
lake,  (hall  find  it.  For  what  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  (hall 
gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul  ?  or  what  fhall  a 
man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul?  For  the  Son  of  man 
fhall  come  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  his  angels  ;  and 
then  he  fhall  reward  every  man  according  to  his  woiks. 

Matthew  16.  24 — 27. 

Whofoever  therefore  fhall  be  afhamed  of  me,  and  of  my 
words,  in  this  adulterous  and  iinful  generation,  of  him  aHo 
fhall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the 
glory  of  his  father,  with  the  holy  angels.  Mark  o.  38. 


Danger  of  riches. 

GOOD  Mafler  what  fhall  I  do  that  1  may  inherit  eter- 
nal life?  and  Jefus  faid  unto  him,  Why  calieft  thou  me 
good?  there  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is,  God.  Thou 
knoweft  the  commandments,  do  not  commit  adultery,  do 
not  kill,  do  not  fteal,  do  not  bear  falfe  witnefs,  defraud  not, 
honour  thy  father  and  mother.  And  he  anfwercd,  and  laid 
unto  him,  Mafter,  all  thefe  have  I  obftrved  from  my  youth. 
Then  Jefus  beholding  him,  loved  him,  and  laid  unto  him, 
one  thing  thou  lackeft :  go  thy  way,  fell  whatfoever  thou 
haft,  and  give  to  the  poor  ;  and  thou  (halt  have  treafure  in 
heaven  ;  and  come,  take  up  the  crofs,  and  follow  me.  And 
he  was  fad  at  that  faying,  and  went  away  grieved  :  for  he 
had  great  polfeffions.  And  Jefu-  looked  round  about,  and 
faith  unto  his  difciples,  How  hardly  fhall  thev  that  have 
riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  the  difciples 
were  aftonifhed  at  his  wans.  But  Jefus  anfwereth  again,  and 
faith  unto  them,  Children,  how  hard  is  it  for  them  that 
truft  in  riches  to  enttr  into  the  kingdom  of  God!  It  is  eafier 
for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a 

rich 
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rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  And  they 
were  aftonifhed  out  pf  meafure,  faying  among  themfeives, 
Who  then  can  be  laved?  And  Jefus  looking  upon  them, 
faith,  With  men  it  is  impoflible,  but  not  with  God:  for 
with  God  all  things  are  poflible.  Then  Peter  began  to  lay 
unto  him,  Lo,  we  have  left  all,  and  have  followed  thee. 
Aud  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  there 
is  no  man  that  hath  left  houfe,  or  brethren,  or  filters,  or 
father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  Lands,  lor  my 
lake  and  the  gofpels,  but  he  fhalJ  receive  an  hundred-fold 
now  in  this  time,  houfes,  and  brethren,  and  fillers,  and 
mothers,  and  children,  and  land-;  with  perfections  ;  and  in 
the  world  to  come  eternal  life.  But  many  that  are  firft,  fhall 
be  1  aft,  and  the  laft,  firft.  Mflirk  10.  17 — 31. 


•mvrmmiUUSm 


Proof  of  the  refurrettion. 
THE  fame  day  came  to  him  the  Sadducees,  which  fay, 
tjiat  there  is  no  refurreetion,  and  afked  him,  laying,  Mailer, 
Mofes  faid,  if  a  man  die,  having  no  children,  his  brother 
ihall  marry  his  wife,  and  raife  up  feed  unto  his  brother. 
Now  there  were  with  us  i'tven  brethren,  and  the  firft,  when 
he  had  married  a  wife,  deceafed,  and  having  no  iifue,.  left  his 
wife  unto  his  brother  :  Like  wife  the  fecond  alfo,  and  the 
third,  unto  the  feventh.  And  laft  of  all,  the  woman  died 
alfo:  Therefore  in  the  refurreetion,  whole  wife  (hall  die  be 
of  the  fevenr  for  they  all  had  her.  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid 
unto  them,  ye  do  err,  not  knowing  the  fcriptures,  nor  the 
power  of  God.  For  in  the  refurreetion  they  neither  marry, 
nor  are  given  in  marriage,  but  are  as  the  angels  of  God  in 
heaven.  But  as  touching  the  refurreclion  of  the  dead,  have 
ye  not  read  that  which  was  fpoken  unto  you  by  God,  faying, 
I  am  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God  of  Ilaac,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob  ?  God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the 
living.  Matthew  22.  23 — 32. 


Widow's  mite  prefefrcd  to  all  the  gifts  of  the  affluent. 

A  NI)  Jefus  fat  overagainfl  the  treafury,  and  beheld  how 

the  people  caft  money  into  the  treafury:  and  many  that 

wen    rich  c  ifl   in  much.     And  there  came  a  certain  poor 

id  (he  threw  in  two  mites,  which  make  a  farthing. 

-\iivl  iie  called  onto  him  his  difciples,  and  faith  unto  them, 

I  fay  unto  you,  that  this  poor  widow  hath  caft  more 

in. 
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in,  than  all  they  which  have  eaft  into  the  treafuiy  :  for  all 
they  did  ca-ft  in  ot  their  abundance:  but  (he  of  her  want  did 
caft  in  all  that  ilie  had,  even  all  her  living.  Mark  i  2.  41 — 44, 


Penitence  and  love* 

AND  one  of  the  Phatifees  defired  him  th.it  he  would  1  r 
with  him;  and  he  went  into  the  Pbari  fee's  houfe,  and  Ijt 
down  to  meat.  And  behold,  a  woman  in  the  city  which  - 
a  finner,  when  hie  knew  that  Jefus  fat  at  meat  in  the  Phari- 
see's houfe,  brought  an  al  duller-box  of  ointment,  ^nd  flood 
at  his  feet  behind  him  weeping,  and  began  l<>  waih  his  feet 
witli  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head, 
and  luffed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment. 
Now  when  the  Phari'fee  which  had  bidden  him,  law  it,  he 
fpake  within  himfelf,  laying,  This  nun,  it  he  were  a  pro- 
phet, would  have  known  who,  and  what  manner  of  woman 
this  is  that  toucheth  him:  for  ihe  is  a  finner.  And  ]c\\r- 
anlwering,  laid  unto  him,  Simon,  I  have  lomcwliat  to  fay 
unto  thee;  and  he  faith,  Mafter,  lay  on.    Ther<  cer- 

tain creditor  which  had  two  debtors:  the  one  owed  him  rive 
hundred  pence,  and  the  other  fifty.  And  when  they  had 
nothing  to  pay,  he  frankly  forgave  them  both.  Tell  me 
there  lore  v.  Inch  of  them  will  love  him  moft?  Simon  anfwered 
and  laid,  1  fuppofe  that  lie  to  whom  lie  forgave  moft.  And 
he  laid  unto  him,  Thou  haft  rightly  judged.  Andhe  turned 
to  the  woman,  and  laid  unto  Simon,  Seell  thou  this  womai 
I  entered  into  thine  houfe,  thou  g  i.iV 

feet:  but  (lie  hath  wafhed  my  feel  with  .      d  wiped  them 

with  the  hairs  of  her  head.    1  lion  gav<  ft  me  no  kifs  :   hit  this 
woman,  fince  the  time  1  came  in,  hath  not  ceafed  to  kifs 
feet.     My  head  with   oil  thou  didlt  not  anoint :    I 
woman  hath  anointed  my  feet  with  ointment.    Wherefore 
I  fay  unto  thee,  Her  fins,  which  are  many,    are  f< 
for  Ihe  loved  much  :  but  to  whom  little  is  1  ine 

loveth  little.     And  he  laid  unto  her,  Th) 
And  they  that  fat  at  meat   with  him  began  to    (ay  wit) 
themfelves,  Who  is  this  that  forgiveth  fins  alfoi  Ann  !:; 
to  the  woman,  Thy  faith  hath  laved  thee,  go  in  peace. 

S  .  Lukt  7.    -  -  •  • 

Human  and  divine  dot/  font* 

NO  W  it  came  to  pais,  as  they  went,  that  he  entered  into 
a  certain  village:    and  a  certain  woman,    named  Martha, 
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received  him  inloherhoufe.  And  (he  had  a  fifter,  culled  Mary, 
which  alfo  fat  at  Jefus'  feet,  and  heard  his  word.  But  Martha 
was  cumbered  about  much  ferving,  and  came  to  him,  and 
laid,  Lord,  doft  thou  not  care  that  my  fifter  hath  left  me  to 
ferve  alone?  bid  her  therefore  that  the  help  me.  And  Jefus 
anfwered,  and  laid  unto  her,  Martha,  Martha,  thou  art  care- 
ful and  troubled  about  many  things :  but  one  thing  is  need- 
ful :  and  Mary  hath  choi'en  that  good  part,  which  fhall  not 
be  taken  away  from  her.  St.  Luke  10.  38 — 42. 

Necefjity  of  zeal  and  difpatch  in  religion. 

THEN  faid  one  unto  him,  Lord,  are  there  few  that  be 
faved?  and  he  faid  unto  them,  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait 
gate:  for  many,  1  fay  unto  you,  will  !eek  to  enter  in,  and 
(hall  not  be  able.  When  once  the  matter  of  the  houfe  is  rifen 
up,  and  hath  (hut  to  the  door,  and  ye  begin  to  ftand  without, 
and  to  knock  at  the  door,  faying,  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto 
us,  and  he  fhall  anfwer  and  fay  unto  you,  I  know  you  not 
whence  ye  are :  then  (hall  ye  begin  to  fay,  We  have  eaten 
and  drunk  in  thy  prefence,  and  thou  haft  taught  in  our 
ftreets.  But  he  fhall  fay,  I  tell  you,  I  know  you  not  whence 
ye  are;  depart  from  me  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity.  There 
fhall  be  weeping  and  gnafifring  of  teeth,  when  ye  fhall  fee 
Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  you  yourfelves  thruft  out.  And  they 
fhail  come  from  the  eaft,  and  from  the  weft,  and  from  the 
north,  and  from  the  fouth,  and  (hall  (it  down  in  the  king- 
dom of  God.  And  behold,  there  are  laft  which  (hall  be  firft, 
and  there  are  firft  which  fhall  be  laft.      St.  Luke  13.  23 — 30. 


Chrijlians  to  be  humble,  and  feed  and  clothe  the  poor  rather  than  the 

rich. 
AND  he  put  forth  a  parable  to  thofe  which  were  bidden, 
:i  he  marked  how  they  chofe  out  the  chief  rooms;  fay- 
ing unto  them,  when  thou  art  bidden  of  any  man  to  a  wed- 
ding, ft  not  clown  in  the  higheft  room,  left  a  more  honour- 
able m  'i!  than  thou  be  bidden  of  him  ;  and  he  that  bade  thee 
and  him,  come  and  fay  to  thee,  Give  this  man  place;  and 
thou  begin  villi  fhame  to  take  the  loweft  room.  But  when 
thou  art  bidden,  go  and  fit  down  in  the  loweft  room  ;  that 
when  he  that  bade  thee  cometh,  he  may  lay  unto  thee,  Friend, 
go  up  higher.  M  hen  ("halt  thou  have  worfhip  in  the  prefence 
ol  them  that  lit  at  meat  with  thee.     For  whoioever  cxalteth 

himfeli 
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himfelf  fhall  be  abafed  ;  and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf  (hall 
be  exalted.  When  thou  makeft  a  dinner  or  a  fupper,  (.ill 
not  thy  friends,  nor  thy  brethren,  neither  thy  kinftnen,  nor 
thy  rich  neighbours;  left  they  alfb  bid  thee  again,  and  a 
recompenfe  be  made  thee:  But  when  thou  makeft  a  feaft, 
call  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame,  the  blind:  and  thou 
fhalt  be  bleffed  ;  for  they  cannot  recompenfe  thee  ;  for  thou 
malt  be  recompenfed  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the  juft. 

St.  Luke  14.  7 — I.I. 

Remarkable  convcrjion, 
AND  Jefus  entered  and  paffed  through  Jericho:  and  be- 
hold, there  was  a  man  named  Zaccheus,  which  was  the  chief 
among  the  publicans,  and  he  was  rich.  And  he  fought  to 
fee  Jefus  who  he  was;  and  could  not  for  the  prefs,  hecaixfe 
he  was  little  of  ftature.  And  he  ran  before,  and  climbed  up 
into  a  fycamore  tree,  to  fee  him  :  for  he  was  to  pafs  that  way. 
And  when  Jefus  came  to  the  place,  he  looked  up  and  law 
him,  and  faid  unto  him,  Zaccheus,  make  hafte,  and  come 
down  :  for  to-day  I  muft  abide  at  thy  houfe.  And  he  made 
hafte,  and  came  down,  and  received  him  joyfully.  And 
when  they  faw  it,  they  all  murmured,  faying,'  That  he  was 
gone  to  be  gueft  with  a  man  that  is  a  (inner.  And  Zaccheus 
flood,  and  faid  unto  the  Lord  ;  Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my 
goods  I  give  to  the  poor :  and  if  I  have  taken  any  thing  from 
any  man  by  falfe  accufation,  I  reftore  him  four' fold.  .  And 
Jefus  faid  unto  him,  This  day  is  falvation  come  to  this  houfe, 
for  as  much  as  he  alfo  is  a  foil  of  Abraham.  For  the  Son  of 
man  is  come  to  feck  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft. 

St.  Luke  ro.  f — 10. 


Bodies  of  Chrijlians  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghojl. 

KNOW  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  the  members  of 
Ghrift?  fhall  I  then  take  the  members  of  Chrifr,  and  make 
them  the  members  of  an  harlot?  God  forbid.  What,  know 
ye  not,  that  he  which  is  joined  to  an  harlot,  is  one  body? 
for  two,  faith  he,  (hall  be  one  flefh.  Put  he  that  is  joined 
unto  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit.  Flee  fornication  :  every  fin  that 
a  man  doeth  is  without  the  body;  but  he  that  committeth 
fornication  finneth  again ft  his  own  body.  What,  know  ye 
not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which 
h  in  you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own? 
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Fpr  ye  are  bought  with  »  price :    therefore   glorify  God  in 

your  body,  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  ire  God's. 

i  Corinthians  6.  15 — 20. 


Chrijlian  ra  ■■■. 

KNOW  ye  not  that  they  which  run  in  a  race,  run  all* 
but  one  receivc.il;  the  prize?  So  run  that  ye  may  obtain. 
Arid  every  man  that  ftiiveth  for  the  maftery  is  temperate  in 
all  tilings.  Now,  they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible  crown, 
but  we  an  incorruptible.  I  therefore  io  run,  not  as  uncer- 
tainly; fo  fight  I,  not  as  one  that  beateth  the  air ;  but  I 
keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubjeciion:  left  that 
by  any  means  when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  mylelffhould 
be  a  caftway.  1  Corinthians  9.  24 — 2*7* 


Original  glory,  humiliation,  and  exaltation  of  Chrijl. 

IN  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with 
God,  and  the  Word  was  God.  The  lame  was  in  the  begin- 
ning with  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  without 
him  was  not  any  thing  made  lh.it  was  made.  In  him  was  life  ; 
and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.  And  the  light  fhineth  in 
darkuefs ;  and  the  darknefs  comprehended  it  not.  There 
was  a  man  fent  from  God,  whole  name  was  John  :  the  fame 
came  for  a  witnefs,  to  bear  witnefs  of  the  Light,  that  all  men 
through  him  might  believe.  He  was  not  that  Light,  but 
was  lent  to  bear  witnefs  of  that  Light.  That  was  the  true 
Light  which  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world. 
He  was  in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  him,  and 
the  world  knew  him  not.  He  came  unto  his  own,  and  his 
own  received  him  not.  But  as  ttjanyas  received  him,  io  them 
gave  he  power  to  become  the  Ions  of  God,  even  to  them  that 
believe  on  his  name:  which  were  born,  not  oi  blood,  nor  of 
the  will  of  the  flefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God. 
And  the  word  was  made  fiefh,  and  dwelt  among  us  (and  we 
beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father)  full  of  grace  and  truth.  St.  John  1.  1  — 14. 

For  this  caufe  we  alio,  fince  the  day  we  heard  it,  do  not 
fe  to  pray  for  you,   arjd  to  defire that  ye  raighl   be  tilled 
b  the  knowledge  of  his  will  in  allwildom  and  fpirituai 
lerftanding;    that  ye  might    walk   worthy  of  the  Lord 
onto   all-pleufmg,  being  fruitful  in  every  good   work,  and 
rrn  ie.i(w...  in  the   knowledge  of  God;  ftrengthened  with  all 

mi^ht 
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might  according  to  his  glorious  power,  unto  all  patience 
and  long-fuffering  with  joytulnefs  ,  giving  thanks  unto  the 
Father,  which  hath   made  us  meet  to  be  .  \- 

heritance  of  the  faints  in  light:  who  hath  deliv<  red  i 
the  power  of  darknefs,  and  hath  tranflated  us  into  th< 
dom.of  his  dear  Son  :    In  whom  we  have  redemption  thrOu 
his  blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  (ins :  who  is  the  to 
theinvifible  God,  the  rirft-born  of  every  creatu  »  by 

him  were  all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  tl    I 
inearth,  vifible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones  or 
dominions,    or  principalities,    or  powers;  all  things  \ 
created  by  him,  and  for   him.     And  he  is  before  all  t: 
and  by  him   all  things  con  fill.     And  he  is  the  head   oft: 
body,  the  church  :  who  is  the  beginning,  the  firft  born  fioni 
the  dead;  that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-efninen     . 
For  it   pleafed  the  Father,  that  in   him  fhould  all  ruli 
dwell.  i.  o—  ig. 

Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  W3S  alfo  in  Chrift  Jefus  : 
who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  U> 
be  equal  with  God:  but  made  himfelfol  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  was  made  in  the 
likenefs  of  men  :  and  being  found  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  he 
humbled  himlelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  crofs.  Wherefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  even  name  ;  that 
at  the  name  of  Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things  in 
heaven,  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  e.:rth  ; 
and  that  every  tongue  fhould  cdnfefs  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.     Philippiam  j.  5 — 1 1. 


Infiitution  of  taptifm. 

AND  Jefus  came,  and  fpake  unto  them,  faying,  AH 
power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them,  In  the 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghuit  . 
teaching  them  to  obferve  all  things  whatfoever  I  have  com- 
manded you.  And  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unt<  the 
end  of  the  world.  Matthew  28.  18 — 20. 


InjYttut'ion  of  the  Lord's  f upper. 

AND  as  they  were  eating,  Jefus  took  bread,  and  bleifcd 
it,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  dilciple3,  and  fa  id ,  take, 
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eat :  this  is  my  body.  And  he  took  the  cup,  and  gave  thanks, 
and  gave  it  to  them,  faying,  Drink  ye  all  of  it  :  for  this 
is  my  blood  of  the  new  teftament,  which  is  fhed  for  many 
for  the  remiffion  of  fins.  Hut  1  fay  unto  you,  I  will  not 
drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine  until  that  day 
when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father's  kingdom.  And 
when  they  had  fungan  hymn,  they  went  out  into  the  mount 
of  Olives.  Matthew  26.  26 — 30. 

Now  in  this  that  I  declare  unto  you  I  praife  you  not,  that 
ye  come  together  not  for  the  better,  but  for  the  worfe. 
For  fir  ft  of  all,  when  ye  come  together  in  the  church,  1  hear 
that  there  be  divifions  among  you  ;  and  I  partly  believe  it. 
For  there  muft  be  alfo  herefies  among  you,  that  they  which 
are  approved  may  be  made  manifeft  among  you.  When  ye 
come  together  therefore  into  one  place,  this  is  not  to  eat  the 
Lord's  fupper.  For  in  eating  every  one  taketh  before  other 
his  own  fupper:  and  one  is  hungry,  and  another  is  drunken. 
What,  have  ye  not  houfesto  eat  and  to  drink  in?  ordefpife 
ye  the  church  of  God,  and  fhame  them  that  have  not? 
What  fhall  I  fay  to  you?  (hall  I  praife  you  in  this?  1  praife 
you  not.  1  Corinthians  11.   17 — 22. 


Caution  aga'ajl  falfe  ■philosophy. 

FORI  would  that  ye  knew  what  great  conflict  I  have  for 
you,  and  for  them  at  Laodicea,  and  for  as  many  as  have  not 
i'een  my  face  in  the  flefh  ;  that  their  hearts  might  be  com- 
forted, being  knit  together  in  love,  and  unto  all  riches  of 
the  full  affurance  of  underftanding  to  the  acknowledgement 
of  the  myftery  of  God,  and  of  the  Father,  and  of  Chrift  ;  in 
whom  are  hid  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge. 
And  this  I  lay,  left  any  man  fhould  beguile  you  with  enti- 
cing Words.  For  though  I  be  abfent  in  the  ilefh,  yet  am  I 
with  you  in  the  Spirit,  joying  and  beholding  your  order, 
and  the  ftedfaflnels  of  your  faith  in  Chrift.  As  ye  have 
therefore  received  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord,  l'o  walk  ye  in  him  ; 
rooted  and  built  up  in  him,  and  itablifhed  in  the  faith,  as 
5  ■  have  been  taught,  abounding  therein  with  thankfgiving. 
-.are  left  any  man  fpoil  you  through  philofophy,  and  vain 
deceit,  after  the  tradition  of  men,  after  the  rudiments  of  the 
world,  and  not  after  Chrift.  For  in  him  dwelleth  all  the 
iulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  And  ye  are  complete  in 
him,  which  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power:  in 
whom  alio  ye  are  circumcifed   with   the  ckcumcition  made 

without 
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without  hands,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the 

flefh  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift:  buried  with  him  in  bap- 

tiTm,  wherein  alfo  ye  are  rifen  with  him  through  tl.. 

of  the  operation  of  God  who  hath  raifed  I  n  the  dead. 

And  you,  being  dead  in  your  fins  and  the  uncircu 

your  flefh,  hath  he  quickened  together  with  Him,  1 

forgiven  you  all  trefpaffes.     Blotting  out  the  hand-writing 

of  ordinances  that  wasagainft:  us,  which  was  contrary  tons 

and  took  it  out  of  the  way,  nailing  it  to  Ids  crdfs;  am 

ing  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers)   he  m 

them   openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it.     Let  n 

therefore  judge  you  in  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in  refpecl 

holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon,   or  of  the  fabbath-< 

which  are  a  fhadow  of  things  to  come:  bu!  the  I 

Chrift.  J#   j  —  [-._ 


Refurrcciion  and  lajl  judgment. 

I  would  not  have  you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  con- 
cerning them  which  are  afleep,  that  ye  forrow  not  even  as 
others  which  have  no  hope.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jefus 
died  and  rofe  again,  even  fo  them  alfo  which  deep  in  Jefus 
will  God  bring  with  him.  For  this  we  fay  unto  you  by  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  that  we  which  are  alive  and  remain  unto 
the  coming  of  the  Lord,  (hall  not  prevent  them  which  are 
afleep.  For  the  Lord  himfelf  fhall  defcend  from  heaven 
with  a  fhout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  with  the 
trump  of  God:  and  the  dead  in  Chriil  fhall  rile  firft:  then 
we  which  arc  alive  and  remain,  fhall  be  caught  up  together 
with  them  in  the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  and 
fo  fhall  we  ever  lie  with  the  Lord.  Wherefore  comfort  one 
another  with  thefe  words.  i  Theffalonians  4.   13 — 18. 

But  of  the  times  and  the  feafons,  brethren,  ye  have  no 
sneed that  I  write  unto  you.  For  yourfelves  know  perfe&ly 
that  the  day  of  the  Lord  fo  Cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night. 
For  when  they  fhall  fay,  Peace  and  fafety,  then  fudden  de- 
ftru&ion  cometh  upon  them,  as  travail  upon  a  woman  with 
child  ;  and  they  fhall  not  efcape.  But  ye,  brethren,  ai 
in  darknefs,  that  that  day  thould  overtake  you  as  a  thief.  Ye 
are  all  the  children  of  light,  and  the  children  of  the  day  : 
we  are  not  of  the  night,  nor  ot  darknefs.  Therefore  let  us 
not  fleep,  as  do  others ;  but  let  us  watch  and  be  fobcr. 
For  they  that  fleep,  fleep  in  the  night ;  and  they  that  be 
drunken,  are  drunken  in  the  night.     But  let  us,  who  are  of 

Vol.  III.  D  the 
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the  day,  be  fober,  putting  on  the  breaft-plate  of  faith  and 
love;  and  for  an  helmet,  the  hope  of  falvation.  For  God 
hath  not  appointed  ns  to  wrath  ;  but  to  obtain  falvation  by 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  died  for  us;  that  whether  we 
wake  or  deep,  we  fhould  live  together  with  him.  Wherefore 
comfort  yourfelves  together,  and  edify  one  another,  even  as 
alio  ye  do.  i  Thejfalonians  5.   1  — 11. 


ul  revelation  of  Jefus  Chr'vJ. 

THE  Lord  Jefus  Hull  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  his 
mighty  angels,  in  flarrifng  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them 
that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Cforiftv:  who  fhall  be  puniflied  with  everlafting 

ruction  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the 
glory  of  his  power;  when  he  (hail  come  to  be  glorified  in 
his  faints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  believe  (be- 
caufe  our  teftimony  among  you  was  believed)  in  that  day. 
Wherefore  alfo  we  pray  always  for  you,  that  our  God  would 
r    ■         worthy  of  this,  calling,  and  fulfil  all  the  good 

1  fare  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power. 
That  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  may  be  glorified  in 
you,  .Aid  ye  in  him,  according  to  the  grace  of  our  God,  and 
the  Lord  J clus  Chrift.  2  iii.'jjdlonians  1.  7 — 12. 


Charatter  of  a  mimfler  of  the  gofpel. 

THIS  is  a  true  faying,   if  a  man  defire  the  office  of  a 

bifhop,  he  deiireth  a  good  work.     A  bifhop  then  muft  be 

bl'arnelefs,  the  hufband  of  one  wife,  vigilant,  fober,  of  good 

behaviour,  given  to  hofpitality,  apt  to  teach;   not  given  to 

wine,  no  ftnker,  not  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,  but  patient,  not 

:i  brawler,  not  covetous;  one  that  ruleth  well  his  own  houfe, 

Inldren  in  fubje&ion  with  all  gravity;   (for  it  a 

..v  to  rule  his  own  houfe,  how  (hall  he  1  Ice 

of  the  church  of  God  r)     Not  a  novice,  left  being  lilted 

tl  into  the  condemnation  of  the  devil. 

...V,    he  mull  have  a  good  report  of  them  which  are 

tie  fall  into  reproach,  and  I  re  of  the 

il.  i    I  moi hy  J«    I — 7. 

iy  be  bib  e  hufband  of  one  wife,  h  iving  faith- 

'.  or  riot,  ox  unruly.     For  a  bilhop 

•    e  Reward  of  God;    not  feU'-wilkd, 

nut  fooa  angry,  nut  given  to  wine,  no  ftriker,  not  given  to 

filthy 
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iilthy  lucre ;  but  a  lover  of  hofpitality,  a  lover  of  good  m. 
i'ober,  juft,  holy,  temperate  ;    holding  faft  the  faithful  word 
as  he  hath  been  taught,  that  he  may  be  able  by  found  doc- 
trine, both  to  exhort  and  to  convince  the  gainfayers. 

1  itus  1.  f — 9. 
1— —a— —in  

'Exhortation  to  faith  andnoKn     . 

SIMON  Peter,  a  fervant  and  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Ci . 
to  them  that   have  obtained   like  precious   faith  with 
through  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  and  our  Saviour  ] 
Chrift:    grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  unto  you,  through 
the    knowledge  of  God,   and  of  Jefus   our  Lord,    accord- 
ing as  his  divine  power  hath   given  unto  us  all  things  that 
pertain  unto  life  and  godlinefs,  through   the  know] 
him  that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue :  whereby 
j       ti  unto  us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes;  tl 
by  thefe  ye  might  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  havii 
efcaped  the  corruption  that  is  in  the  world  through  lu 
And  befide  this,  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your  faith  vir- 
tue, and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge  ace, 
and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godlin 
to  godlinefs  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly  kind:     • 
charity.     For  if  thefe  things  be  in  you,  and  abound,  I 
make  you  that  ye  (hall  neither  be  barren  nor  unfruitful  in 
the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.     But  he  that  lack- 
eth  thefe  things  is  blind,. and  cannot   fee  afar  off,  and  hath 
forgotten  that  he  was  purged  from  his  old  fins.     Wheid 
the  rather,  brethren,  give  "diligence  to  make  your  calli 

-non  Cure  :  for,  if  ye  do  thefe  things,  y<  \  er  1  ill : 

for  lb  an  entrance  (hall  be  miniftered  unto  .you  abundantly 
into  the  everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  J 
Chrift.  Wherefore  1  will  not  be  negligent  to  put  you  al- 
ways in  remembrance  of  thefe  things,  though  ye  know  them, 
and  be  eftablifhed  in  the  prefent  truth.  Yea,  i  think  it 
meet,  as  long  as  I  am  in  this  tabernacle,  to  it ir  you  up  by 
putting  you  in  remembrance;  knowing  that  Ihovtly  I  mull 
put  off  this  my  tabernacle,  even  as  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
hath  (hewed  me.  Moreover,  1  will  endeavour  that  ye  may 
be  able  after  my  deceafe  to  have  thefe  things  always  in  re- 
membrance. For  we  have  not  followed  cud  vifed 
fables,  when  we  m  ide  known  unto  you  the  power  and  com- 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  but  were  eye-witneffes  of  his 
majefty,  for  he  received  from  God  the  Father  honour  and 
dory,  when  there  came  fucb  a  voice  to  him  from  the  excel- 
~                                              D  -  lent 
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lent  glory,  This  Is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  arri  well 
pleafed.  And  this  voice  which  came  from  heaven  we  heard, 
when  we  were  with  him  in  the  holy  mount.  We  have  alfo 
a  more  lure  word  of  prophecy  ;  whereunto  ye  do  well  that 
ye  take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  fhineth  in  a  dark  place, 
Until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day-itar  arile  in  your  hearts: 
knowing  tin-  lirft,  that  no  prophecy  of  tjie  fcripture  is  of 
any  prh  n.     For  the  prophecy  came  not  in 

old  time  by  the  will  of  man:  but  holy  men  of  God  ipake  as 
lh<  y  vtere  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghofl.  _>  Peter  i — 21. 


n  1;  s  t   p  a  r  ; . 
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PART     II. 


Proverbial  Sayings,  and  other  mifeellaneous  Dif- 
courfcs,  from  the  ancient  Heathens. 


des*  Collection  of  the  Precepts  of  the  feven  S  ; 

FOLLOW  God.— Obey  the  law.— Worfhip  the  gods. 
— Reverence  thy  parents. — Suffer  for  juftice. — Under- 
ftand  what  thou  learneft. — Know  what  thou  bereft. — Know 
thyfelf. — About  to  marry,  chufe  opportunity. — Confider mor- 
tal things. — When  thou  art  a  guefl,  acknowledge  it. — Refpe<ft 
hofpitality. — Command  thyfelf. — Relieve  thy  friends — Go- 
vern  thy  anger. — Exercife  prudence. — Honour  provid 
— Ufe  not  fwearing. — Love  friendihip. — Apply  thy! 
difcipline. — Puriue  glory. — Emulate  wrfdom. — Speak  well  of 
that  which  is  good. — D'i  (parage  none. — Praife  virtue. — Do 
what  is  juft. — Be  kind  to  thy  friends. — Praftj 
— Abftain  from  evil. — Keep  what  is  thine.— Retrain  from 
what  belongs  to  others. — Speak  words 
all  things. — Gratify  thy  friend. — Nothing  too  much.— Huf- 
band  time. — Regard  the  future. — Hate  injury. —  I  live  re- 
fpeft  to  thy  fervants. — Inftru6t  thy  children. — [fthou  haft 
ought,  gratify  others. — Fear  deceit. — Speak  well  of  ail. — lie 
a  lover  of  wildom. — Judge  according  to  equity. — What  thou 
knoweff,  do. — Abibin  from  bloodfhed. — Wiih  things  pofii- 
ble. — Converfe  with  the  wife. — Examine  wits. — Whjt  thou 
haft  received,  reftore. — Diftruft  none. — Make  ufe  of  art. — 
Defer  not  what  thou  inlendeft  to  give. — Efieeni  benefits. — 
Envy  none. — Guard  thyfelf. — Approve  hope. — Hal 
lumny. — Poflefs  jufily. — Reverence  the  good. — Acknow- 
ledge thy  judge. — Be  moderate  in  wedlock. — Refpecl  for- 
tune.— Fly  engagements  for  any. — Converfe  with  all. — 
y        ^  D3  Make 


54  SACRED     LITERATURE.  Book  VI. 

Make  life  of  thy  like. — Regulate  fumptuoufnefs. — Enjoy 
what  thou  poffeflefi:. — Exercite  modefry. — Return  benefits.— 
Pray  for  profperity. — Love  fortune — Hearing,  ice.— Aim 
at  things  that  may  be  acquired. — Hate  diffention. — Abhor 
reproach*. — Curb   thy   tongue. — Repel  injury. — Determine 
Uy. — Make  ufe  of  thy  wealth. — Examine  without  cor- 
ruption.— Blame   the  prefent. — Speak    knowing. — Ufe  no 
violence. — Live  plealantly. — Converfe  mildly. — Go  through 
thy  undertakings  fearlefs. — Be  benign  to  all. — Confide  not 
in  thy  children. — Govern  thy  tongue. — Do  well  to  thyfelf. 
— Be  affable. — Anfwer  feafonably. — Labour  with  equity. — 
Do  that  whereof  thou  (halt  not  repent. — When  thou  haft 
finned  be  penitent. — Confine  thine  eye. — Counfel  profit- 
ably.— Perfect    quickly. — Preferve    amity. — Be    grateful. — 
Oblerve  concord. — Declare  no  fecret. — Fear  what  is  more 
powerful. — Purfuewhat  is  profitable. — Wait  for  opportunity. 
DiOoive  enmities. — Expect  age. — Boaft  not   of  ftrength. — 
Ufe  to  fpeak  well.— Fly  hatred.— Poffefs  wealth  juftly. — 
Forfake  not  glory. — Hate  malice. — Be  not  weary  of  learning . 
Hazard  thyfelf  prudently. — What  thou  joyeft  in,  quit  not. — 
Admire  oracles. — Love  thofe  thou  maintained. — Blame  not 
the  abfent. — Reverence  thy  elders. — Teach  thofe  that  are 
younger. — Confide  not  in  wealth. — Stand  in  awe  of  thyfelf. 
— Begin  no  injury. — Crown  thy   anceftors. — Die   for   thy 
country. — Oppunge  not  life. — Deride  not  the  dead. — Con- 
dole with  the  unhappy. — Gratify  without  damage. — Be  not 
troubled  upon  every  occafion. — Let  thy  children  be  by  a 
free  woman. — Promife  none. — Wrong  not  the  dead. — Suffer 
as  mortal. — Truft  not  fortune. — Be  in  childhood  modeft,  in 
youth  temperate,  in  manhood  juft,  in  old  age  prudent. — 
Die  untroubled.  Stanleys  Hijlory  ofPhilofophy. 

< 
Ep  ICTETUS. 

A  l  i  f  e  entangled  with  fortune  refembles  a  wintry  tor- 
rent ;  for  it  is  turbulent,  and  muddy,  and  difficult  to  pals, 
and  violent  and  noify,  and  of  fhort  continuance. — A  foul, 
converfant  with  virtue,  refembles  a  perpetual  fountain  ;  for 
it  is  clear,  and  gentle,  and  potable,  and  fwcet,  and  commu- 
nicative, and  rich,  and  harmleis,  and  innocent. — If  you 
would  be  good,  firft  believe  that  you  are  bad. — Chaftifeyour 
:  they  may  not  punilh  you. — As  you  would  not 
.  to  lail  in  a  large,  and  finely  decorated,  and  gilded  ihip, 
and  fink:  fo  neither  is  it  eligible  to  inhabit  a  grand  and 
fumptuoui  I  e  in  a  ftorm  of'paftions  and  cares. 

They 
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They  who  have  a  good  conflitution  of  body,  fupport  heats 
and  colds :  and  fo  they,  who  have  a  ution  6l 

foul,  bear  the  attacks  of  anger,  nd  immoderate 

joy,  and  the  other  paffions. — As  it  is  better  to   !  ed 

for  room  upon  a  little  couch  in  health,  than  to  tofs  upoi 
wide  bed  in  ficknefs  ;    fo  it  is  better  to  contract  y 
within  the  compafs  of  a  fmall  fortune  and  be  happy,  than  to 
have  a  great  one,  and  be  wretched. — As  a  woli  refembles  a 
dog,  fo  doth,  a  flatterer,  and  an  adulterer,  and  a  parafte,  re- 
ferable a  friend.     Take  heed,  therefore,  that  inftead 
dian  dogs,  you  do  not  inadvertently  admit  ravening  wol\     - 
— He  is  void  of  true  tafle,  who  ftrrves  to  have  his  houfe      - 
mired,  by  decorating  it  with  a  fhewifh  outfide:  but  to  adorn 
our  characters  by  the  gentlenefs  of  a  communicative  temper, 
is  at  once  a  proof  of  good  tafte,  and  good  nature. — Noth. 
is  meaner  than  the  love  ofpleafure,  the  love  of  gain,  and 
infolence.     Nothing  is  nobler  than  magnanimity,  mi 
and  good  nature. — Whenever  any  one  exceeds   i 
the  moft  delightful  tilings  may  become  tin-  mod  undeli 
fal. — As  the  fun  doth  not  wait  for  prayers  and  incanl  ti    is, 
to  be  prevailed  on  to  rile,  but  immediately  (bines  forth,  and 
is  received  with  imiverlal  falutation  ;  lb  neither  do  you  wait 
for  applaufes,  and  (bouts,  and  praifes,  in  order  to  do  good  ; 
but  be  a  voluntary  benefactor;  and  you  will  be  beloved  like 
the  fun. — It  is  more  neceffary  for  the  foul  to  be  cured,  than 
the  body:  for  it  is  better  to  die,  than  to  live  ill.— All 
ihwild  rather  wifh  for  virtue  than  wealth  ;  which  is  da 
©us  to  the  foolifh  :  for  vice  is  increafed  by  riches.     And  in 
proportion  as  any  one  is  deftitute  of  undemanding,  into  the 
more  injuriou  Is  he  flies  out,  by  having  the  means  of 

the  rage  of  his  pleasures. — Every  place  is  late  to 
him  who  lives  with  juftice. — Communii 

in   need,  according  to  your  ability:  for   be   who 
gives  nothing  to  the  i  e  nothing  in  his  own 

aeed. — Lt  is  the  cnai  of  a  wife  man,  to  refill  pleafu     ; 

and  of  a  fool  to  be  enflaved  by  it.— In  all  vice,  le- 

ing  prefented  like  a  bait,  draws  fenfual  minds  to  the  hoi 
perdition. — No  one  is  free,  who  doth  not  command  himl 

The  vine  bears  three  chillers :  tlie  firft,  ofpleafure;  the 

fecond,   of  intoxication;    the  third,   of  outrage.— Do  not 
tall:  much  over  wine,  to  iur  learning;  for  your  dik 

courfe  will  be  loathfome. — Let  difcourl  •  of  God  be  re     wee) 
every  day,  preferable  to  your  food.— Think  oltener 
than   you   breathe.— If  'you   alw         ,        mber,   that  I 
funds  by,  an  infpector  of  whatever  you  do,  either  in 

or 
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or  body;  you  will  never  err,  either  in  your  prayers  or 
actions;  and  you  will  have  God  abiding  with  you. — Inprof- 
perity,  it  is  very  eafy  to  find  a  friend;  inadverfity,  nothing 
is  fo  difficult. — He  is  a  man  of  fenfe,  who  doth  not  grieve 
for  what  he  hath  not ;  but  rejoices  in  what  he  hath. 

Fragments. 

Mfop's  advice  to  his  J on  Ennus. 

MY  fon,  worfhip  God  with  care  and  reverence,  and  with 
a  fmcerity  of  heart  void  of  all  hypocrify  or  oftentation  :  not 
as  if  that  divine  name  and  power  were  only  an  invention, 
*o  fright   women  and  children  ;  but  know,  that  God  is  om- 
niprcient,  true,  and  almighty. — Have  a  care  even  of  ycur 
moft  private  actions  and  thoughts,  for   God  fees  through 
you,  and  your  confidence  will  bear  witnefs  againft  you.     It 
is  according  to  prudence,  as  well  as  nature,  to  pay  that  ho- 
nour to  your  parents,  that  you  expe6t  your  children  fhould 
pay  to  you.     Do  all  the  good  you  can  to  all  men,  but  in 
the  firft  place  to  your  neareft  relations;  and  do  no  hurt, 
however,  where  you  can  do  no  good.     Keep  a  guard  upon 
your  words,  as  well  as  upon  your  actions,  that  there  be  no 
impurity  in  either.     Follow  the  dictates  of  your  reafon,  and 
you  are  Cafe  ;  and  have  a  care  of  impotent  affections.    Apply 
yourfelf  to  learn  more,  fo  long  as  there  is  any  thing  left  that 
you  do  not  know,  and  value  good  counlel  before  money. 
Our  minds  mud  be  cultivated  as  well  as  our  plants  ;  the 
improvement  of  our  reafon  makes  us  like  angels,  whereas  the 
neglect  of  it  turns  us  into  beans.     There  is  no  permanent 
and  inviolable  good,  but  wildoin  and  virtue  ;  though  the 
ftudy  of  it  fignihes  little  without  the  practice.    Do  not  think 
it  impoflible  to  be  a  wife  man,  without  looking  four  upon 
it.     Wifdom  makes  men  fevere,  but  not  inhumane.     It  is 
virtue  not  to  be  vicious. — Keep  faith  with  all  men. — Have  a 
care  of  a  lie  as  you  would  of  iacrilege.     Great  bablers  have 
no  regard  either  to  honefty  or  truth. — Take  delight  in,  and 
frequent  the  company  of  good  men,  for  it  will  give  you  a 
tincture  of  their  manners  too. 

Take  heed  of  that  vulgar  error,  of  thinking  that  there  is 
any  good  in  evil.  It  is  a  miftake  when  men  talk  of  profit- 
able knavery,  or  of  ftarving  honefty;  for  virtue  and  juftice 
carry  all  that  is  good  and  profitable  along  with  them.  Let 
every  man  mind  his  own  bufmefs,  for  curiofity  is  reftlefs. 
Speak  ill  of  no  body  ;  and  you  are  no  more  to  hear  calumnies 
than  to  report  them  :  befiae  that,  they  that  practife  the  one, 

commonly 
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commonly  love  the  other.     Propofe  honed  things  ;  follow 
wholefome  counfels  ;  and  leave  the  event  to  God. 

Let  no  man  defpair  in  adverfity,  nor  piefume  in  profpe- 
rity,  for  all  things  are  changeable.  Rife  early  to  your  onli- 
ne i's  ;  learn  good  things ;  and  oblige  good  men:  thefe  arc- 
three  things  that  you  will  never  repent  of.  Have  a  care  of 
luxury  and  gluttony;  but  of  chunkennels  efpecially;  for 
vine  as  well  as  age  makes  a  man  a  child.  Watch  for  the  op- 
portunity of  doing  things;  for  there  is  nothing  well  done 
but  what  is  done  in  feafon.  Love  and  honour  kings,  princes, 
and  magistrates;  for  they  are  the  bands  of  fociety,  in 
punifhing  of  the  guilty,  and  protecting  the  innocent. 

Li  l  of  .Efop. 

Prui  i  \rs  illujlrious  Perfonages  of  Antiquity. 

A  kic:i  man  ought  to  live  by  rule,  and  not  by  appetite. 
As  the  touchftone  tries  gold,  gold  tries  men.  Lo\e,  a  s  it  you 
fhould]  iiate;  and  hate,  as  if  you  fhould  hereafter 

love.  We  ought  to  be  more  ready  to  vifit  our  hit 
under  the  circumftances  of  a  bad,  than  a  good  turn  of  for- 
tune. Our  honour  is  concerned  to  lore:  '  dnefs  we 
have  beft owed,  and  to  make  mention  of  that  we  have  receiv- 
ed. Be  acquainted  with  yourfclf.  Delirenothii 
Mifery  is  the  canftant  companion  of  debts  and  ftrife.  Such 
things  as  are  beyond  our  reach  don't  belong  to  u^. 

That  man  bears  the   greateft  refemblance  to  the  Gods, 
who  requires  leaft,  and  contents  himfelf  with  the  lew  eft  ne- 
iries  and  conveniencies,  in    regard  the   Gods   need  no- 
thing at  all.     Quiet    is  the  moil   valuable    po'ieflion.     To 
begin,  is  to  have  half  done.    The  belt  way  to  1 «  dof 

an  enemy,  is  to  make  thyfelf  illuftrious  by  thy  vhtl  i  •      i 
live  a  bad  life  is  perfect  mifery.     Learning  luth 

temperance,  affords  comfort  to  old  age,  yields  riches  to  the 
poor,  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  rich.     Ex;  ime  filial 

deity  from  your  child  that  you  pay  your  parents.     M 
with  thine  equal.     Let  it  be  the  I  to  live 

delicately.     A  juft:  man  fhoul  d  in  prefi 

a  relation.     The  road   to  hell   is  eafy,   I 
thither  with   their  eyes  fhut.     The  mifer  dqth  no! 
his  wealth,  but  his  wealth   j  him.     As  tl 

ceives  thevifual  ray,  lb  is  the  mind  enlightened  By  the  I 
ral  fciences.     The  roots  of  erudition   are  bitter,    the   fruit 
fweet  and  pleafant.     The  learned  inner  from  the  ignorant, 
juft  as  the  living  differ  from  the  dead.     \\  t  to  1 

our  friends,  juft  as  we  would  defue  to  be  treated  by  them. 

1.  amine 
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Learning  is  the  moft  neceffary  provifion  hid  up  for  old 
age,  becaufe  every  thing  el fe  eith(  kes,  or  turns  tire- 

iome,  and  loathing  to  old  age.  Contemplate  pleafures  as  they 
depart,  not  as  they  come.  No  expence  is  more  precious 
than  that  of  time.  True  friends  are  wont  to  vifit  us  in  our 
profperity,  only  when  invited  ;  but,  in  adverfity,  they  vifit 
without  an  invitation.  We  have  two  ears,  and  but  one 
tongue,  for  this  very  reafon,  that  we  (hould  hear  much,  and 
talk  little.  We  fhould  be  more  forward  to  fupprefs  an  in- 
jury, than  to  extinguifh  fire.  Old  wood  is  belt,  to  burn  ,- 
old  wine  to  drink  ;  old  friends  to  trull  ;  and  old  authors  to 
-read.  ErafnwJ  Apophthegms  of  the  Ancients. 

HOME    R. 

BEAUTY  and  youth,  in  vain  to  thefe  you  truft, 
When  youth  and  beauty  (hall  be  laid  in  duft. 

Soft  moving  fpeech,  and  pleafing  outward  fnovr 
No  wifh  can  gain  'em,  but  the  gods  beftow. 

When  heaven's  revenge  is  flow, 

Jove  but  prepares  to  ftrike  the  fiercer  blow. 

'Tis  man's  bold  talk  the  gen'rous  ftrife  to  try, 
But  in  the  hands  of  God  is  victory. 

'Tis  not  in  man  his  fix'd  decree  to  move: 
The  great  will  glory  to  fubmit  to  Jove. 

Mow  be  thy  rage,  thy  fatal  rage,  refign'd  ; 
A  cruel  heart  ill  fuits  a  manly  mind. 

To  labour  is  the  lot  of  man  below  ; 

And  when  Jove  gave  us  life,  he  gave  us  woe. 

How  ill  agree  the  views  of  vain  mankind, 
And  the  wile  counfels  of  th'  eternal  mind  ? 

Praife  from  a  friend,  or  cenfure  from  a  foe, 
Arc  iofl  on  hearers  that  our  merits  know. 

Th  the  chief  praife  that  e'er  to  kings  bclong'd, 

To  right  with  jullice,  whom  with  power  they  wrong'd. 

The  weakeft  athcift-wretch  all  hcav'n  defies, 

Rut  (brinks  and  fhudders,  when  the  thunder  flies. 

I  know  thy  force  to  mine  fupcrior  far; 
But  heav'o  alone  confers  iuccels  in  war. 

Who 
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Who  from  fuch  youth  cou'd  hope  confid'rate  care? 
In  youth  aud  beauty  wifdom  is  but  rare  ! 

True  fricndflrip's  laws  are  by  this  rule  expreft, 
Welcome  the  coming,  fpeed  the  parting  gueft. 
Jove  fix'd  it  certain,  that  whatever  day 
Makes  man  a  {lave,  takes  half  his  worth  away. 

Advantage  of  old  age. 
COOL  age  advances  venerably  wife, 
Turns  on  all  hands  its  deep  difceming  eyes  ; 
Sees  what  befel,  and  what  may  yet  befal, 
Concludes  from  both,  and  belt  provides  for  all. 

The  frailty  of  man. 
LIKE  leaves  on  trees  the  race  of  man  is  found, 
Now  green  in  youth,  now  with'ring  on  the  ground  : 
Another  race  the  following  fpring  fupplies, 
They  fall  fucceffive,  and  fucceflive  rife: 
So  generations  in  their  courfe  decay, 
So  Sourifh  thefe,  when  thofe  are  part  away. 

7 he  term  of  man's  life  fixed. 
N  O  hoftile  hand  can  antedate  my  doom, 
Till  fate  condemns  me  to  the  filent  tomb. 
Fix'd  is  the  term  to  all  the  race  of  earth, 
And  fuch  the  hard  condition  of  our  birth. 
No  force  can  then  reiift,  no  flight  can  lave, 
All  link  alike,  the  fearful  and  the  brave. 

True  fricndflup. 
A  gEN'Rous  friendship  no  cold  medium  km.- 
Burns  with  one  love,  with  one  refentaiert 
One  (hould  our  int'refts,  and  our  patiSotifl  1  o  • 
My  friend  muft  hate  the  man  that  injures  inc.' 

Advantage  of .  virtuous  emulation. 
BY  mutual  confidence,  and  mutual  aid, 
Great  deeds  are  done,  and  great  difeov'ries  madi 
The  wile  men  prudence  from  the  wife  acquire, 

And  one  brave  hero  fans  another's  lire. 

The  wifdom  of  ma  kins;  the  mojl  of  life, 

«/?-9  U.LD  a11  our  C3re  eIude  the  gloomy  erave. 
Which  claims  no  lefs  the  fearful  than  the  brave; 

For 


SO 
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For  luft  of  fame  I  fhoukl  not  vainly  dare 
In  fighting  fields,  nor  urge  thy  foul  to  war. 
But  iince,  alas  !  ignoble  age  mult  come, 
Difeafe,  and  death's  inexorable  doom  ; 
The  life  which  others  pay,  let  us  beftow, 
And  give  to  fame  what  we  to  nature  owe  ; 
Brave  tho'  we  fall,  and  honour'd  if  we  live, 
Or  let  us  glory  gain,  or  glory  give. 

God,  for  wife  ends,  permits  the  tricked  to  proffer. 
O  thou,  great  Father  !  Lord  of  earth  and  {kies, 
Above  the  thought  of  man,  fupremely  wife! 
If  from  thy  hand  the  fates  of  mortals  How, 
From  whence  this  favour  to  an  impious  foe? 
A  godlefs  crew,  abandon'd  and  unjuft, 
Still  breathing  rapine,  violence,  and  lull! 

A  mean  in  all  things  is  the  Icjl. 
THE  beft  of  things  beyond  the  meafure,  cloy; 
Sleep's  balmy  blefling,  love's  endearing  joy  ; 
The  feaft,  the  dance;  whate'er  mankind  defire, 
Ev'n  the  fweet  charms  of  facred  numbers  tire. 

Wifdom  better  than  firength. 
THOUG  H  great  in  all,  thou  feem'ft  averfe  to  lend 
Impartial  audience  to  a  faithful  friend  ;  _ 
To  gods  and  men  thy  matchlefs  worth  is  known, 
And  ev'ry  art  of  glorious  war  thy  own  ; 
But  in  cool  thought  and  counfel  to  excel, 
How  widely  differs  this  from  warring  well ! 
Content  with  what  the  bounteous  gods  have  giv'n, 
Seek  not  alone  t'engrofs  the  gilts  of  heav'n. 
To  fome  the  pow'rs  of  bloody  war  belong. 
To  feme,  fweet  rouOc,  and  the  charm  of  long  ; 
To  few,  and  woncfrous  few,  has  Jove  aflign 'd 
A  wife,  extenfive,  all-coniid 'ring  mind  ; 
Their  guardians  thefe,  the  nations  round  confefs, 
And  towns  and  empires  for  their  fafety  blefs. 

The  honour  of  true  patrioti'm. 
DEATH  is  the  worft,  a  fate  which  all  mult  try  , 
And,   lor  our  country,  'tis  a  blifs  to  die. 
The  gallant  man,  though  (lain  in  right  he  be, 
Yet  leaves  his  nation  fate,  his  children  free  ; 

Entail* 
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Entails  ?.  debt  on  all  the  grateful  ftate ; 
His  own  brave  friends  fhall  glory  in  his  fate  ; 
His  wife  live  honour'd,  all  his  rice  fucceed  ; 
And  late  pofterity  enjoy  the  deed  ! 

'I'rur  xcifdom  from  God. 

'Tis  fortune  gives  us  brrrh, 


But  Jove  alone  endues  the  foul  with  worth 

He,  fource  of  power  and  might!  with  boundlefs  fwav, 

All  human  courage,  gives,  or  takes  away. 

Long  i;i  the  Held  of  words  we  may  contend, 

Reproach  is  infinite,  and  knows  no  cud, 

Arm'd  or  with  truth  or  falfhood,  right  or  wrong» 

•So  voluble  a  weapon  is  the  tongue  ; 

Wounded,  we  wound;  and  neither  fide  can  fail, 

For  every  man  has  equal  ftrength  to  rail. 

Blepdnefs  of  the  pious  man. 
BLEST  is  the  man  who  pays  ,the  gods  above 
The  conftant  tribute  of  refpeft  and  love  : 
Thofe  who  inhabit  the  Olympian  bower 
My  (on  forgot  not,  in  exalted  power  ; 
And  heav'n  tint  ev'ry  virtue  bears  in  mind. 
Even  to  the  afhes  of  the  j Lift ,  is  kind. 

Human  life  is  i  I  with  good  and  dt. 

TWO  urns  by  Jove's  high  throne  have  ever  flood.. 
The  (burce  of  evil  one,  and  one  ot  good; 
From  thence  the  cup  o  man  he  fills, 

Bleffings  to  thefe,  to  thole  diftribute  U 
To  molt  he  mingles  both:  the  wretch  decreed 
To  tafte  the  bad,  unmix'd  is  curft  indeed  ; 
Purfu'd  by  wr«  in  famine  driv'n, 

He  wanders,  outcaft  both  of  earth  and 
The  happkft  tafte  not  happinefs  fincere, 
But  find  the  cordial  draught  is  dafh'd  with  care. 

God  hath  fct  good  and  cud  iefore  u:. 
PERVERSE  mankind!  whofe wills,  created): 
Charge  all  their  woes  on  abfolute  de 
All  to  the  dooming  G  te, 

And  follies  are  mit'call'd  the  crimes  of  t  I    . 
When  to  his  lull  /Egyfth:  le  rein, 

Did  fate,  or  we,  th'  adulter* 

Did 
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Did  fate,  or  we,  when  great  Atrides  dy'd, 
Urge  the  bold  traitor  to  the  regifide  ;' 
Hermes  I  fent,  while  yet  his  foul  remainu 
Sincere  from  royal  blood,  and  faith  prorana; 
To  warn  the  wretch,  that  young  Oreftes  gr< 
To  manly  years  Ihould  re-aflfert  the  throne. 
Yet  impotent  of  mind,  and  uncontroul'd. 
He  plung'd  into  the  gulph  which  heav'n  foretold. 

Life  full  of  trials,  and  duty  of  hoJfitalUy. 

Man  is  born  to  bear: 
Jove  weighs  aflairs  of  earth  in  dubious  fcales, 
*And  the  good  i'uffers,  while  the  bad  prevails: 
Bear,  with  a  foul  refign'd,  the  will  of  Jove; 
Who  breathes,  muft  mourn  :  thy  woes  are  from  above. 
But  (ince  thon  tread'ft  our  hofpitable  more, 
'Tis  mine  to  bid  the  wretched  grieve  no  more, 
To  clothe  the  naked,  and  thy  way  to  guide 

He  that  givcth  to  the  poor  lendeth  to  the  Lord. 

'TIS  ours  this  ion  of  forrow  to  relieve, 
Chear  the  fad  heart,  nor  let  affliction  grieve, 
By  Jove  the  ftranger  and  the  poor  are  lent, 
And  what  to  thole  we  give,  to  Jove  is  lent. 

'The  various  endowments  of  men. 

WITH  partial  hands  the  Gods  their  gifts  difpenfe  ; 
Some  greatly  think,  fome  fpeak  with  manly  fenie; 
Here  heav'n  an  elegance  of  form  denies, 
But  wifdom  the  detect  of  form  fupplies: 
This  man  with  energy  of  thought  controuls, 
And  fteals  with  modeft  violence  our  fouls; 
He  fpeaks  referv'dly,  but  he  i'peaks  with  force, 
Nor  can  one  word  be  chang'd  but  for  a  worle  ; 
In  public  more  than  mortal  he  appears, 
And  as  he  moves  the  gazing  croud  reveres. 
'     bile  others  beauteous  as  th'  aerial  kind, 
rl  he  nobler  portion  want ;  a  knowing  mind. 
In  outward  lhow  heav'n  gives  thee  to  excel, 
But  heav'n  denies  the  praife  of  thinking  well. 
Ill  bear  the  brave  a  rude  ungovein'd  tongue, 
And,  youth,  my  gen'rous  foul  relents  the  wrong. 
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God  fends  the  poor  to  try  our  generofty. 

It  never  was  our  guife 
To  flight  the  poor,  or  ought  humane  defpife; 
For  Jove  unfolds  our  hofpitable  door, 
Tis  Jove  that  fends  the  ftranger  and  the  poor. 
Little  alas !  is  all  the  good  I  can  ; 
A  man  oppreft,  dependant,  yet  a  man  : 

Accept  fuch  treatment  as  a  fwain  afford?. 

Works,  paffntu 

II    E    S    I    O    D. 

THROUGH  ev'rytafk,  with  diligence,  employ 
Your  ftrength,  and  in  that  duty  be  your  joy. 

Let  ev'ry  notion  prove  a  mean  confefs'd  ; 
A  moderation  is,  in  all,  the  belt. 

Obierve  in  all  you  do,  and  all  you  (ay, 
Regard  to  the  immortal  gods  to  pay. 

Who  in  a  flothful  way  his  children  rears, 
Will  fee  them  feeble  in  their  liper  years. 

What  of  another  you  feverely  fay 
May  amply  be  return '4  another  day. 

Advantage  of  diligence. 

LABOUR  loduftrious  if  you  would  fucceed  •„ 
That  men  fhculd  labour  have  the  Gods  decreed, 
That  with  our  wives  and  children  we  m  ly  live, 
Without  th'  aflifhnce  that  our  neighbours  give, 
That  we  may  never  know  the  pain  of  mind, 
To  afk  for  fuccour,  and  no  fuccour  find. 
Twice,  thrice,  perhaps,  they  may  your  wants  iupply,; 
But  conftant  beg  b  them  to  deny  ; 

Then  wretched  may  you  beg  and  beg  again, 
And  ufe  the  moving  force  of  words  in  vain. 

EfftSti  ofjloth  and  indujlry. 

YOUR  bus'nefs  ne'er  defer  from  day  to  day* 
Sorrows  and  poverty  attend  delay  : 
But  lo!  the  careful  man  (hall  always  find 
Eocreafe  of  wealth  according  to  his  mind. 

Aduice 
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Advice  for  the  choice  of  a  : 

NEXT  to  my  CQunfels  an  attention  ] 
To  form  your  judgment  for  the  nuj  I 
When  you  have  numt^er'd  thri  i  I 

The  age  mature  when  manhood  dates  it->  prime; 

With  caution  choofc  the  partner  of  your  Led  : 

Whom  fifteen  firings  have  crown'd  a  virgin  Wed. 

Let  prudence  now  direct  your  choice  ;  a  wife 

Is,  or  a  blefling,  or  a  curfe,  in  life ; 

Her  father,  mother,  know,  relations,  friends, 

For  on  her  education  much  depends : 

If  all  are  good,  accept  the  maiden  bride; 

Then  form  her  manners,  and  her  actions  guide  ; 

A  life  of  blifs  fucceeds  the  happy  choice, 

Nor  (hall  your  friends  lament,  nor  foes  rejoice. 

Miferies  of  an  uhfuitoble  mair'uige. 

WRETCHED  the  man  condemn'd  to  drag  the  chain* 
What  reftlefs  ev'nings  his,  what  days  of  pain! 
Of  a  luxurious  mate,  a  wanton  dame, 
Perpetual  burning  and  without  a  ilamc : 
A  wife  who  feeks  to  revel  out  the  nights 
In  fumptuous  banquets,  and  in  llol'n  delights : 
Ah!  wretched  mortal !  tho'  in  bodyilrong, 
Thy  conftitution  cannot  ferve  thee  long  ; 
Old  age  vexatious  mall  o'ertake  thee  icon  ; 
Thine  is  the  ev'n  of  life  before  the  noon. 

Tendcrncfs  due  to  the  poor. 

WHEN  you  behold  a  man  by  fortune  poor, 
Let  him  not  leave  with  (harp  rebukes  the  door: 
The  treasure  of  the  tongue,  in  ev'ry  caufe, 
With  moderation  us'd,  obtains  applaufe  : 
What  of  another  you  feverely  lay 
May  amply  be  return'd  another  day.  Works,  j 

The  Golden  Verfes  of  Pytln:  roras. 

FIRS T  to  the  Gods  thy  humble  homage  pay  ; 
great  ell   this,  and  firft  of  laws,  ol 
form  thy  vows,  obferve  thy  plighted  troth, 
Vnd  lei  reli  jion  bind  thee  to  thy  oath. 
The  her<  ><  s  next  demand  thy  jult  regard,  -» 

nown'd  on  earth,  and  tdrthe  ftars  preferrM,  > 

To  light  and  endlefs  life,  their  virtues  lure  reward.  J 

Due 
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Due  rites  perform  and  honours  to  the  dead, 
To  ev'ry  wife,  to  ev'ry  pious  fhade. 

With  lowly  duty  to  thy  parents  bow, 
And  grace  and  favour  to  thy  kindred  fhow : 
For  what  concerns  the  reft  of  human  kind,         -» 
Choofe  out  the  man  to  virtue  beft  inclin'd  ;  > 

Him  to  thy  arms  receive,  him  to  thy  bofom  bind.  J 
Poifeft  of  fuch  a  friend,  preferve  him  ftill  ; 
Nor  thwart  his  counfels  with  thy  ftubborn  will  ; 
Pliant  to  all  his  admonitions  prove, 
And  yield  to  all  his  offices  of  love: 
Him  from  thy  heart,  fo  true,  fo  juftly  dear, 
Let  no  raflh  word  nor  light  offences  tear. 
Bear  all  thou  canft,  ftill  with  his  failings  ftrive, 
And  to  the  utmoft  ftill,  and  ftill  forgive; 
For  ftrong  neceftity  alone  explores 
The  fecret  vigour  of  our  latent  pow'rs, 
Rouzes  and  urges  on  the  lazy  heart, 
Force,  to  itfelf  unknown  before,  t'exert. 

By  ufe  thy  ftronger  appetites  afluage, 
Thy  gluttony,  thy  floth,  thy  luft,  thy  rage: 
From  each  difhoneft  act  of  fhame  forbear ; 
Of  others,  and  thyfelf,  alike  beware. 

Let  rev'rence  of  thyfelf  thy  thoughts  control, 
And  guard  the  facred  temple  of  thy  foul. 
Let  juftice  o'er  thy  word  and  deed  prefide, 
And  reafon  ev'n  thy  meaneft  actions  guide : 
For  know,  that  death  is  man's  appointed  doom, 
Know  that  the  day  of  great  account  will  come, 
When  thy  part  life  (Trail  ftrietlybe  furvey'd  J 

Each  word,  each  deed  be  in  the  balance  laid,  V 

And  all  the  good  and  all  the  ill  mod  juftly  be  repaid.} 
For  wealth,  the  perifhing,  uncertain  good, 
Ebbing  and  flowing  like  the  fickle  flood, 
That  knows  no  fure,  no  fixt  abiding  place, 
But  wand'ring  loves  irom  hand  to  hand  to  pafs  ; 
Revolve  the  getter's  joy  and  lofer's  pain, 
And  think  if  it  be  worth  thy  while  to  gun. 

Of  all  thofe  forrows  that  attend  mankind, 
With  patience  bear  the  lot  to  thee  affigned  ; 
Nor  think  it  chance,  nor  murmur  at  the  load  ; 
For  know  what  man  calls  fortune  is  from  God. 
In  what  thou  may 'ft  from  wifdom  leek  relief, 
And  let  her  healing  hand  aifuage  the  grief; 

Vol.  Ill,  E  Vet 
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Yet  ftill  whate'erthe  righteous  doom  ordains, 

What  caufe  foever  multiplies  thy  pains, 

Let  not  thof'e  pains  as  ills  be  uuderflood  ; 

For  God  delights  not  to  afHicl  the  good. 
The  reas'ning  art  to  various  ends  appli'd, 

Is  oft  a  lure,  but  oft  an  erring  guide. 

Iny  judgment  therefore  found  and  cool  preferve, 

Nor  lightly  from  thy  resolution  i'werve  ; 

The  dazzling  pomp  of  words  does  oft  deceive, 

And  fweet  perluahon  wins  the  eafy  to  believe. 
When  fools  and  liars  labour  to  perfuade, 

Be  dumb,  and  iet  the  babblers  vainly  plead. 
This  above  all,  this  precept  chiefly  learn, 

This  nearly  does,  and  firft,  thyfelf  concern ; 

Let  not  example,  let  no  foothing  tongue         ~\ 

Prevail  upon  thee  with  a  Siren's  fong,  ? 

To  do  thy  foul's  immortal  etfence  wrong  J 

Ol  good  and  ill  by  words  or  deeds  expreft, 

C-hoofe  for  thyfelf,  and  always  choofe  the  bed. 
Let  wary  thought  each  enterprize  forerun, 

And  ponder  on  thy  talk  before  begun, 

Lelt  folly  mould  the  wretched  work  deface, 

And  mock  thy  fruitleis  labours  with  difgrace. 
Fools  huddle  on  and  always  are  in  hafte, 
Act  without  thought,  and  thoughtlefs  words  they  wafte  : 
Cut  thou,  in  all  thou  doft,  with  early  cares 
Strive  to  prevent  at  firft  a  fate  like  theirs; 
That  forrow  on  the  end  may  never  wait, 
Nor  fharp  repentance  make  the  wife  too  late. 
Beware  thy  meddling  hand  in  ought  to  try, 
That  does  beyond  thy  reach  of  knowledge  lie; 
But  feek  to  know,   and  bend  thy  leiious  thought 
To  fearch  the  profitable  knowledge  out. 
So  joys  on  joys   forever  fhall  encreafc,  ^ 

Witdom  (hall  crown  thy  labours*  and  fhall  hlcfs      I 
Thy  life  with  pleahire,  and  thy  end  with  peace.     J 

Nor  let  thy  body  want  its  pail,  but  fhare 
A  jufl  proportion  of  thy  tender  care: 
For  health  a  ft  prudently  provide 

And  let  its  lawful  wants  be  all  (uppli'd. 
Let  fober  drau  .  and  wholefome  fare-* 

repair ;  > 

And  fprightly  exercife  theduller  fpirits  chear.   J 

ftill  which  to  belong, 

Obferve  this  rule  ;  to  guard  thy  foul  from  wrong. 

By 
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By  virtuous  ufe  thy  life  and  manners  frame, 
Manly  and  fimply  pure,  and  free  from  blame. 

Provoke  not  envy's  deadly  rage,  but  fly 
The  glancing  curfe  of  her  malicious  eye. 

Seek  not  in  needlefs  luxury  to  wafte 
Thy  wealth  and  fubftance  with  a  fpendthrift's  hafte  ; 
Yet  flying  thefe,  be  watchful,  left  thy  mind,  -j 
Prone  to  extremes,  an  equal  danger  rind,  ? 

And  be  to  fordid  avarice  inclin'd.  J 

Diftant  alike  from  each,  to  neither  lean, 
But  ever  keep  the  happy  golden  mean. 

Be  careful  ftill  to  guard  thy  foul  from  wrong  ; 
And  let  thy  thought  prevent  thy  hand  and  tonrue. 

Let  not  the  dealing  god  of  deep  furprize, 
Nor  creep  in  (lumbers  on  thy  weary  eyes, 
Ere  ev'ry  action  of  the  former  day, 
Stri6lly  thou  doft,  and  righteoufly  furvey. 
With  rev'rence  at  thy  own  tribunal  ftand, 
And  anfwer  juftly  to  thy  own  demand. 
Where  have  I  been?  In  what  have  I  tranfgrefs'd? 
What  good  or  ill  has  this  day's  life  exprefs'd? 
Where  have  I  fail'd  in  what  I  ought  to  do  ? 
In  what  to  God,  to  man,  or  to  myfelf  I  owe  ? 
Inquire  fevere  whate'er  from  firft  to  laft, 
From  morning's  dawn  'till  ev'ning's  gloom  has  paft. 
If  evil  were  thy  deeds,  repenting  mourn, 
And  let  thy  foul  with  ftrong  remorle  be  torn. 
If  good,  the  good  with  peace  of  mind  repay,  i 

And  to  thy  fecret  felf  with  pleafure  fay,  r 

Rejoice,  my  heart,  for  all  went  well  to  day.  ' 

Thefe  thoughts  and  chiefly  thefe  thy  mindfhould  move? 
Employ  thy  ftudy,  and  engage  thy  love. 
Thefe  are  the  rules  which  will  to  virtue  lead, 
And  teach  thy  feet  her  heavenly  paths  to  tread. 
This  by  his  name  I  fwear,  whole  facred  loir         -j 
Firft  to  mankind  explain'd  the  myftic  Four,  > 

Source  of  eternal  nature  and  almighty  pow'r.         J 

In  all  thou  doft  firft  let  thy  prayers  afcend, 
And  to  the  Gods  thy  labours  firft  commend  : 
From  them  implore  iliccefs,  and  hope  a  profp'rous  end, 
So  (hall  thy  abler  mind  be  taught  to  foar, 
And  wildom  in  her  fecret  ways  explore; 
To  range  through  heav'n  above  and  earth  below, 
Immortal  Gods  and  mortal  men  to  know. 
So  (halt  thou  learn  what  pow'r  does  all  control, 
What  bounds  the  parts,  and  what  unites  the  whole: 

E  2  And 
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And  rightly  judge,  in  all  this  wond'rous  frame, 

How  universal  nature  is  the  lame  ; 

So  (halt  thou  ne'er  thy  vain  affections  place 

On  hopes  of  what  fhall  never  come  to  pafs. 

Man,  wretched  man,  thou  fhalt  be  taught  to  know, 

Who  bears  within  himfelf  the  inborn  caufe  of  woe. 

Unhappy  rjce!  that  never  yet  could  tell, 

How  near  their  good  and  happinefs  they  dwell. 

Depriv'd  of  fenfe,  they  neither  hear  nor  fee ;   -j 

Fetter'd  in  vice,  they  feek  not  to  be  free,        > 

But  ftupid,  to  their  own  lad  fate  agree  :  -* 

Like  pond'rous  rolling  ftones,  opprefs'd  with  ill, 

The  weight  that  loads  'em  makes  'em  roll  on  ft  ill, 

I>ereft  of  choice  and  freedom  of  the  will. 

For  native  ftrife  in  ev'ry  bofom  reigns, 

And  fecretly  an  impious  war  maintains : 

Provoke  not  this,  but  let  the  combat  ceafe, 

And  every  yielding  paffion  fue  for  peace. 

Would'ft  thou,  great  Jove,  thou  father  of  mankind,    -j 
Reveal  the  demon  for  that  talk  affigned,  > 

The  wretched  race  an  end  of  woes  would  find.  J 

And  yet  be  bold.  O  man,  divine  thou  art, 
And  of  the  gods  celeftial  ellence  part, 
Nor  facred  nature  is  from  thee  conceal'd, 
But  to  thy  race  her  myftic  rules  reveal'd. 
Thefe  if  to  know  thou  happily  attain, 
Soon  Ihait  thou  perfeel  be  in  all  that  I  ordain. 
Thy  wounded  foul  to  health  thou  fhalt  reft  ore, 
And  free  from  ev'ry  pain  Ihe  felt  before. 

Afcftain,  I  warn,  from  meats  unclean  and  foul, 
So  keep  thy  body  pure,  fo  free  thy  foul  ; 
So  rightly  judge  ;  thy  reafon,  fo  maintain,  -j 

Reafon  which  heav'n  did  for  thy  guide  ordain,  ? 

I  iet  that  belt  reafon  ever  hold  the  rein.  ■* 

Then  if  this  mortal  body  thou  forfake, 
And  thy  gbd  flight  to  the  pure  aether  take, 
Among  the  gods  exalted  thou  (halt  ihine, 
Immortal,  incorruptible,  divine: 
The  tyrant  death  fecuiely  thou  flbfctt  brave, 
And  Icorn  the  dark  dominion  ol  the  grave. 

tvery  and  i 

THE  brave  defy  and  conquer  toil  and  danger;  while 
the  coward,  diftrufting  the  meeds,  makes  no  attempt ; 
meanly  content  to  do  and  to  be  nothing.  Euripides. 

Duty 
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Duty  ours,  fuccefs  God's. 

THE  Deity  can  never  be  in  fault,  though  his  own  oracles 

unfaithful  prove.     'Tis  ours  to  labour,  to  attempt,  to  dare: 

danger  and  difficulty  to  the  young  are  but  a  poor  excufe 

fordoing  nothing.  Euripides. 

Avarice  and  generofity. 

I  hate  the  mifer,  whofe  unfocial  breafl 
Locks  from  the  world  his  ufelefs  (lores. 
Wealth  by  the  bounteous  only  is  enjoy'd, 
Whofe  treafures  in  diffufive  good  employ'd 
The  rich  returns  of  fame  and  friends  procure, 
And  'gainfl  a  fad  reverie,  a  fafe  retreat  infure.       Pindar. 

"To  be  virtuous  is  the  befl  polity. 

ALLOWING  the  performance  of  an  honourable  aclion 
to  be  attended  with  labour;  the  labour  is  foon  over,  but  the 
honour  immortal:  whereas,  mould  even  pleafure  wait  on  the 
commiflion  of  what  is  dilhonourable,  the  pleafure  is  foon 
gone,  but  the  difhonour  eternal.  Mufotuus. 

'the  requirements   of  frhndfaip. 

IN  the  laws  of  friendlTiip  'tis  mod  infamous  and  bafe  to 
leave  thy  friend  to  ftruggle  with  the  woes,  in  which  thou 
hall  involved  him,  and  provide  for  thy  own  f.tfety  only. 

Euripides. 

Many  of  the  ills  of  life  of  our  own  forming. 

ALL  animals  are  more  happy,  and  have  more  under- 
Handing  than  man.  Look,  for  inftance,  on  yonder  afs ;  all 
allow  him  to  be  miferable :  his  evils,  however,  are  not 
brought  on  him  by  himlelf  and  his  own  fault :  lie  feels  only 
thole  which  nature  has  inflicled.  We,  on  the  contrary,  be- 
fides  our  necelfary  ills,  draw  upon  ourfelves  a  multitude  of 
others.  We  are  melancholy  if  any  perfon  happen  to  fneeze  ; 
we  are  angry,  if  any  fpeak  reproachfully  of  us  ;  one  man  is 
affrighted  with  an  unlucky  dream  ;  another  at  the  hooting  of 
an  owl.  Our  contentions,  our  anxieties,  our  opinions,  our 
ambition,  our  laws,  are  all  evils,  which  we  ourfelves  have  fu- 
peradded  to  nature.  Menandcr. 

Prayers  and  profeffions  fupply  not  the  place  of  virtue. 
H  E  that  offers  in  facrifice,  a  multitude  of  bulls  and  of 
goats,  of  golden  veftments,  or  purple  garments,  or  figures 
of  ivorv,  or  precious  gems  ;  and  imagines  by  this  to  conci- 

£  3  liate 
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liate  the  favour  of  God,  is  groflly  miftaken,  and  has  no  folid 
underftanding.  For  he  that  would  facrifice  with  iuccefs,  ought 
to  be  chafte  and  charitable,  no  corrupter  of  virgins,  no  adul- 
terer, no  robber  or  murderer  for  the  fake  of  lucre.  Covet 
not,  even  the  thread  of  another  man's  needle;  for  God, 
who  is  near  thee,  perpetually  beholds  thy  a&ions.  Menander. 

The  nature  of  God. 

GO  D  is  a  fupreme  intelligence,  that  afts  with  order,  pro- 
portion, and  defign;  and  is  the  fource  of  all  that  is  good, 
excellent,  and  juft.  He  is  the  firft  principle,  and  is  neither 
fire,  nor  earth,  nor  water,  nor  any  thing,  that  is  the  objeft 
of  i'enie.  He  is  a  fpiritual  fubftance,  the  caufe  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  and  the  fource  of  all  order,  and  all  the  beauties,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  motions,  and  all  the  forms  we  admire  in  it. 

God  is  the  eternal  and  living  Being,  the  moft  noble  of 

all  beings  ;  a  fubftance  entirely  diftinft  from  matter,  without 
extenfion,  without  divifion,  without  parts,  and  without  fuc- 
ceflion,  who  underftands  every  thing,  by  one  hngle  aft,  and 
continuing  himielf  immoveable,  gives  motion  to  all  things. 

Arijlotle's  Metaphyjics. 

Direflions  for  reading. 

I  N  the  matter  of  reading ;  I  would  fix  upon  fome  parti- 
cular authors,  and  make  them  my  own.  He  that  is  every 
where,  is  no  where ;  but  like  a  man  that  fpends  his  life  in 
travel,  he  has  many  hofts  but  few  friends :  which  is  the  very 
condition  of  him,  that  fkips  from  one  book  to  another:  the 
variety  does  but  diftraft  his  head,  and  for  want  of  digefting, 
it  turns  to  corruption,  inftead  of  nourilhment.  It  is  a  good 
argument  of  a  well-compofed  mind,  when  a  man  loves  home, 
and  to  keep  company  with  himfelf :  whereas  a  rambling  head, 
is  a  certain  fign  of  a  fickly  humour.  Many  books,  and  many 
acquaintances,  bring  a  man  to  a  levity  of  difpofition,  and  a 
liking  of  change.  What  is  the  body  the  better  for  meat, 
that  will  not  ftay  with  it  ?  Nor  is  there  any  thing  more  hurt- 
ful in  the  cafe  o\  difeafes,  or  wounds,  than  the  frequent  ihift- 
ing  of  phyhc,  or  plaifters.  Of  authors,  be  fure  to  make 
choice  of  trie  beft  ;  and  (as  I  faid  before)  to  flick  clofe  to 
them  ;  and  though  you  take  up  others  by  the  bye,  referve 
tome  fele£l  ones  however  for  your  fiudy,  and  retreat.  In 
your  reading,  you  will  every  day  meet  with  confolation,  and 
lupport  aganilt  poverty,  death,  and  other  calamities  inci- 
dent to  human  life  :  extract  what  you  like  ;  and  then  fingle 
out  ibrne  particular  from  the  relt,  for  that  day's  meditation. 

Reading 
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Reading  does  not  only  feed,  and  entertain  the  undemanding; 
but  when  a  man  is  do  fed  with  one  ftudy  fie  relieves  hirnfelf 
with  another  ;  but  ftill  reading  and  writing  are  to  be  taken 
up  by  turns.  So  long  as  the  meat  lies  whole  upon  the 
ftomach,  it  is  a  burden  to  us  ;  but  upon  the  concoction  it 
pa  lies  into  ftrength  and  blood.  And  fo  it  fares  with  our 
ftudies  ;  fo  long  as  they  lie  whole,  they  pafs  into  the  me- 
mory without  affecting  the  underftanding  :  but,  upon  medi- 
tation, they  become  our  own,  and  fupply  us  with  ftrength, 
and  virtue :  the  bee  that  wanders,  and  fips  from  every 
flower,  difpofes  what  fhe  has  gathered  into  her  cells.     Seneca, 

Directions  for  the  treatment  of  fervants. 
IT  pleafes  me  exceedingly,  to  underftand  by  all  that  come 
out  of  your  quarters,  that  you  demean  youifelf  lmminely, 
and  tenderly  towards  your  fervants.  It  is  the  part  of  a  wife, 
and  of  a  good  man,  to  deal  with  his  inferior,  as  he  would 
have  his  fuperior  deal  with  him  ;  for  fervants  are  not  only 
men,  but  a  kind  of  humble  friends:  and  fortune  has  no 
more  power  over  them,  than  over  their  mafters :  and  he  that 
duly  confiders,  how  many  fervants  have  come  to  be  matters, 
and  how  many  mafters  to  be  fervants,  will  lay  no  great  ftrefs 
of  argument,  either  upon  the  one,  or  upon  the  other. 
Some  ufe  their  fervants  worfe  than  hearts,  in  flavifh  attend- 
ances, betwixt  their  drink,  and  their  lufts :  fome  are  brought 
up  only  to  carve,  others  to  feafon ;  and  all  to  ferve  the  turns 
of  pomp,  and  luxury.  Is  it  not  a  barbarous  cuttom,  to  make 
it  almoft  capital,  for  a  fervant  only  to  cough,  fneeze,  figh, 
or  but  wag  his  lips,  while  he  is  in  waiting;  and,  to  keep 
him  the  whole  night,  mute,  and  fafting;  yet  fo  it  comes  to 
pafs,  that  they  that  dare  not  fpeak  before  their  mafters,  will 
not  forbear  talking  of  them ;  and  thole,  on  the  other  fide, 
that  were  allowed  a  modeft  freedom  of  fpeech  in  their  matter's 
entertainments,  were  moft  obftinately  lilent  upon  the  tor- 
ture, rather  than  they  would  betray  them.  But  we  live  as  if 
a  fervant  were  not  made  of  the  fame  materials  with  his  matter, 
or  to  breathe  the  fame  air,  or  to  live,  and  die,  under  the  fame 
conditions.  It  is  worthy  of  obfervation,  that  the  moft  im- 
perious mafters  over  their  own  fervants,  are,  at  the  lame 
time,  the  moft  abject  flaves  to  the  fervants  of  other  mafters. 
I  will  not  diftinguifh  a  fervant  by  his  office,  but  by  his  man- 
ners. The  one  is  the  work  of  fortune,  the  other  of  virtue. 
But,  we  look  only  to  his  quality,  and  not  to  his  merit.  Why 
mould  not  a  brave  action,  rather  dignify  the  condition  ol  a 
fervant,  that  the  condition  of  a  fervant  lellen  a  brave  action  ? 

I  would 
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I  would  not  value  a  man  for  his  clothes,  or  degree,  any  more 
than  I  would  do  a  horfe  for  his  trappings.  What  if  he  be  a 
fervant?  Shew  me  any  man  that  is  not  fo,  to  his  lufts,  his 
avarice,  his  ambition,  his  palate,  to  his  quean  ;  nay,  to 
other  men's  fervants  ;  and  we  are  all  of  us  fervants  to  fear : 
infolent  we  are,  many  of  us  at  home ;  fervile  and  defpifed 
abroad ;  and  none  are  more  liable  to  be  trampled  upon,  than 
thofe  that  have  gotten  a  habit  of  giving  affronts  by  fuffering 
them.  What  matters  it  how  many  matters  we  have,  when 
it  is  but  one  flavery?  And  whofoever  contemns  that,  is  per- 
fectly free,  not  whom  fortune  has  a  little  power  over,  but 
over  whom  (he  has  none  at  all  :  which  ftate  of  liberty  is  an 
ineftimable  good,  when  we  defire  nothing,  that  is  either  fu- 
perfluous,  or  vicious.  They  are  affes  that  are  made  for 
burden,  and  not  the  nobler  fort  of  horfes.  In  the  civil  wars, 
betwixt  Caefar  and  Pompey,  the  queftion  was  not,  who 
(hould  be  flaves,  or  free,  but  who  mould  be  matter.  Am- 
bition is  the  fame  thing  in  private,  that  it  is  in  public ;  and 
the  duties  are  effectually  the  fame,  betwixt  the  matter  of  a 
kingdom,  and  the  matter  of  a  family.  As  I  would  treat  fome 
fervants  kindly,  becaufe  they  are  worthy  ;  and  others  to 
make  them  fo  ;  fo  on  the  other  fide,  I  would  have  a  fervant 
to  reverence  his  matter  ;  and  rather  to  love  him,  than  fear 
him.  Some  there  are,  that  think  this  too  little  for  a  matter, 
though  it  is  all  that  we  pay,  even  to  God  himfelf.  The 
body  of  a  fervant  may  be  bought  and  fold  ;  but  his  mind  is 
free,  Seneca, 

A  wife  man  re///  not  be  very  curious  about  words. 

H  E  that  defigns  the  inttitution  of  human  life  fhould  not 
be  over  curious  of  his  words  ;  it  does  not  ftand  with  his  dig- 
nity to  be  folicitous  about  founds  and  fyllables,  and  to  de- 
bale  the  mind  of  man  with  {'mall  and  trivial  things  ;  placing 
wifdom  in  matters  that  are  rather  difficult,  than  great.  If  he 
be  eloquent,  'tis  his  good  fortune,  not  his  bufmefs.  Subtle 
difputations  are  only  the  fport  of  wits,  that  play  rpon  the 
catch  ;  and  are  fitter  to  be  contemned,  than  relblved.  Were 
not  1  a  mad  man  to  fit  wrangling  about  words,  and  putting 
of  nice  and  impertinent  queflions,  when  the  enemy  has  late- 
ly made  the  breach,  the  town  fired  over  my  head,  and  the 
mine  ready  to  play,  that  ihall  blow  me  up  into  the  air? 
Were  this  a  time  for  fooleries?  Let  me  rather  fortify  myfelf 
againft  death,  and  inevitable  neceffities;  let  me  underttand 
that  the  good  of  life  does  not  conlift  in  the  length,  and 
i'pace,  but  in  the  ufe  of  it.     When  I  go  to  fleep,  who  knows 

whether 
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whether  ever  I  fhall  wake  again?  And  when  I  wake,  whether 
ever  I  fhall  fleep  again?  When  I  go  abroad,  whether  ever  I 
{hall  come  home  again?  And  when  I  return,  whether  ever  I 
(hall  go  abroad  again?  It  is  not  at  fea  only,  that  life  and 
death  are  within  a  few  inches  one  of  another,  but  they  are 
as  near  every  where  elfe  too,  only  we  do  not  take  fo  much 
notice  of  it.  What  have  we  to  do  with  frivolous  and  cap- 
tious queflions,  and  impertinent  niceties?  Let  us  rather 
fludy  how  to  deliver  ourfelves  from  fadnefs,  fear,  and  the 
burden  of  our  fecret  lulls:  let  us  pafs  over  all  our  folemn 
levities,  and  make  hafle  to  a  good  life,  which  is  a  thing  that 
prefles  us.  Shall  a  man  that  goes  for  a  midwife,  (land  gap- 
ing upon  a  poft,  to  fee  what  play  to  day?  or  when  his  houle 
is  on  fire  flay  the  curling  of  a  periwig  before  he  calls  lor 
help?  Our  houfes  are  on  fire,  our  country  invaded,  our 
goods  taken  away,  our  children  in  danger,  and  1  might  add 
to  thefe,  the  calamities  of  earthquakes,  (hipwrecks,  and 
whatever  elfe  is  moft  terrible  Is  this  a  time  for  us  no*  to 
be  playing  fall  and  loofe  with  idle  queflions,  which  are,  in 
effect,  but  fo  many  unprofitable  riddles?  Our  duty  is,  the 
cure  of  the  mind,  rather  than  the  delight  out ;  but  We  have 
only  the  words  of  wildom,  without  the  works  ;  and  turn  phi- 
lofophy  into  a  plea  lure,  that  was  given  for  a  remedy.  What 
can  be  more  ridiculous,  than  lor  a  man  to  neglect  hrs  mariners, 
and  compofe  his  ftyle?  We  are  lick  and  ulcerous,  and  mull 
be  lanced  and  fcarifyed,  and  every  man  has  as  much  bufmefs 
within  hirhfelf,  as  a  phyficiari  in  a  common  peftilence.  Mil- 
fortunes,  in- fine,  cannot  be  avoided;  but  they  may  be 
fweetened,  if  not  overcome  :  and  our  lives  may  be  made 
happy  by  philofophy,  Seneca. 

How  to  govern  children* 

'TIS  much  better,  in  my  opinion,  to  keep  children  in 
order  by  fhame  and  generality  of  inclination  than  by  ; 
That  man,  I  conceive,  is  very  much  miftaken,  who  imagines 
government,  purely  by  force,  to  have  more  authority,  and 
a  better  foundation,  than  when  'tis  accompanied  with  tender - 
nefs  and  refpecl.  This  is  my  logic,  and  I  argue  thus  :  He 
that's  compelled  by  threats  to  do  his  duty,  will  continue 
wary  no  longer  than  you  have  an  eye  over  him  ;  and 
he  thinks  he  fhan't  be  found  out,  he'll  eagerly  follow  his 
own  inclinations.  But  he  that's  governed  by  love,  obeys 
inofi  chearfully  ;  drives  to  make  his  due  returns ;  and  is  juft 
the  fame  whether  you  are  prefent  or  abfent.  Tis  a  lather's 
part  to  ufe  his  child  fo,  that  his  own  choice,  rather  than 

outward 
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outward  conftraint,  may  put  him  upon  doing  well.  There 
lies  the  difference  between  a  father  and  a  mafter :  and  he  that 
does  otherwife,  let  him  own,  that  he  underftands  not  at  all 
how  to  govern  children. Ttrence. 

Doubts  concerning  Providence  rcfolved. 

OFT  have  I  been  perplex'd  with  anxious  doubts: 
Uncertain  if  about  this  world  the  gods 
Employ  their  care,  or  if,  without  a  guide, 
All  mortal  things  at  random  take  their  courfe. 

When  I  had  trae'd  the  order  of  the  whole, 
The  ocean's  bounds,  the  winding  of  the  year, 
The  fixt  vicifiltude  of  night  and  day, 
Thence  I  concluded  all  things  were  difpofed 
By  the  wife  counfels  of  a  deity ; 
At  whofe  command  the  ftars  their  rounds  fulfil, 
And  various  fruits  at  different  feafons  grow  : 
By  whom  the  changeful  moon  with  borrow'd  beams 
Replete,  Urines  forth,  and  Phoebus  with  his  own  : 
Whofe  hand  ftretch'd  out  the  fhores  to  bound  the  main  ; 
And  on  its  axis,  ballanc'd,  hung  the  ball. 

But,  when  I  view'd  th*  affairs  of  human  kind, 
All  dark,  perplex'd,  and  unaccountable  : 
The  wicked  flourifhing,  elate,  and  proud : 
The  righteous  fuff  'ring,  wretched,  and  diftreft  ; 
My  faith  again  was  ftagger'd,  and  inclin'd, 
Altho*  unwillingly  to  his  belief, 
Who,  that  t!»*  parts  of  matter  hurry  on 
At  random,  thro'  the  mighty  void,  maintain'd, 
In  no  determin'd,  Heady,  conftant  courfe : 
And  {hift  their  forms,  by  chance  not  wifdom  rul'd. 
Who,  or  fuppos'd  the  gods  of  reafon  void, 
Or  beings  indolent  at  bell,  and  weak, 
Of  us  unknowing,  and  of  our  affairs. 

But  now,  this  tumult  of  the  mind  is  calm'd  ; 
Rufinus'  punifhment  acquits  the  gods  : 
And,  that  the  wicked  to  th'  utmolt  pitch 
Of  grandeur  foar,  no  longer  I  complain, 
i    .y're  rais'd  on  high  to  make  their  fall  the  greater. — 

Claud,  in  Rufin. 

Advice  to  a  Prince. 
DEAR  youth,  if  fortune  on  the  Parthian  throne 
|4  d  fix'd  thy  lot :  if  from  the  great  Arfaces 
Dclcended  lineally,  and  much  revcr'd 
:\n  thro'  the  diftant  eaft,  the  bright  Tiara  Shone 
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Shone  round  thy  brows,  then  might  thy  princely  rank 
And  high  extraction  render  thee  fecure, 
Tho'  wantoning  in  flothful  luxury. 

But  diff'rent  much  the  cafe  of  thofe  that  wield 
The  Roman  fceptre ;  virtue,  here,  not  blood, 
Muft  fix  thy  fame  :  when  exercis'd  by  power 
Tis  then  mod  great,  moft  ufeful  to  mankind. 

'Tho'  thy  wide  ftretch'd  dominions  fhould  extend 
To  India's  utmoft  bounds,  tho*  down  to  thee 
The  Mede,  the  Arab,  and  the  Perfian  bow, 
If  thy  defires  are  wicked,  if  by  fear 
Or  anger  thou  art  fway'd,  thou'rt  but  a  flave  ; 
And  in  thy  breaft  fhalt  feel  the  tyrant's  pow  r. 
Then  only  art  thou  fit  to  wield  the  fceptre, 
When  thou  canft  rule  thyfelf.     Vice  ftill  proceeds 
From  bad  to  worfe:  licentioufnefs  leads  on 
To  luxury,  and  that  to  lawlefs  luft. 
Moft  difficult  the  talk  to  pra&ice  chaftity, 
When  the  hot  blood  boils  high  ;  and  anger,  then, 
But  ill  advifes,  when  revenge  is  near. 
Thou,  the  firft  fallies  in  thy  bofom  quell.. 
Nor  e'er  be  thy  concern  what  'tis  thou  canft, 
But  what  thou  ought'ft  to  do :  and  the  regard 
Of  what  is  juft,  let  always  rule  thy  will. 

But  this  I  o*er  and  o'er  again  advife, 
That  thou  remember  providence  has  pljc'd  tlice 

In  the  full  point  of  light ;  where  all  thou  doit 

By  every  nation  round  thee  is  obferv'd. 

The  faults  of  princes  ne'er  can  be  conceal'd  : 

The  fplendor  of  their  elevated  rank 

Permits  not  ought  they  do  to  be  unknown: 

Fame  enters  their  moft  hidden  privacy, 

And  fearches  all  the  fecret  windings  out. 
Be  gentle  and  benevolent  to  all : 

We  may  in  every  excellence  befide 

By  others  be  outdone,  but  clemency 

Exalts,  and  makes  us  equal  to  the  gods. 
Act  not  a  double  part,  nor,  falfe  thyfelf, 

Give  ear  to  rumours,  for  whoe'er  does  lo, 

Shall  be  affrighted  at  each  idle  noife, 

And,  never,  never  know  an  hour's  peace. 

Whom  men  at  arms  and  glittering  ipears  furround, 

Is  much  lefs  fafe  than  he  that  love  defends : 

But  love  can  ne'er  be  fore'd  : — This,  mutual  truft, 

This,  kind  and  gracious  a6ls  alone,  procure. 

Whom 
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Whom  all  his  people  fear,  himfelf  much  more 
Muft  be  afraid  ;  a  fate  for  tyrants  fit. 
Let  fuch  with  envy  perfecute  all  thofe 
Whom  fame  fpeaks  well  of,  and  deftroy  the  brave. 
With  fwords  and  poilbns  let  them  live  encompafs'd, 
Immur'd  in  tow'is  ;  and  trembling  while  they  threat. 
But  thou  a  citizen,  a  father  be, 
The  general  good  confulting,  not  thine  own. 
Still,  ftill  prefer  the  public  to  thyfelf. 

If  thou  would'ft  have  thine  edicls  well  obferv'd, 
Obey  them  firft  thyfelf:  the  people,  then, 
With  readinefs  comply,  when  the  law-maker, 
Himfelf,  they  find,  obfervant  of  the  laws. 
Example  in  a  king  is  all  in  all : 
The  itatutes  of  the  realm,  ferve  lefs  to  form 
His  fubje&s  manners  than  the  life  he  leads  : 
For  £1111  the  changeful  vulgar  ape  their  prince.      Claudian. 

The  upright  Man. 
THAT  upright  man  who's  fteady  to  his  truft, 
Inflexible  to  ill,  and  obftinatelyjuft : 
The  fury  of  the  populace  defies, 
And  dares  the  tyrant's  threatning  frowns  defpife. 
Not  the  rough  whirlwind  that  deforms 
Adria's  black  gulf,  and  vexes  it  with  ftorms, 
The  ftubborn  virtue  of  his  foul  can  move, 
Nor  even  the  red  arm  of  thund'ring  jove. 
Should  the  whole  frame  of  nature  round  him  break, 
In  ruin  and  confufion  hurl'd, 
He,  unconcern'd,  would  hear  the  mighty  crack, 
And  (land  fecure  amidfl  a  falling  world.  Horace. 

The  virtuous  Man. 
THE  tow'ring  fummit  of  Olympus  knows, 
Nor  raging  hurricanes,  nor  hoary  fuows  ; 
But  high,  in  the  fuperior  Ikies,  is  feen, 
Above  the  clouds,  eternally  ferene  : 
While,  at  its  fteady  foot,  the  ruining  rain, 
And  rattling  thunders  fpend  their  force  in  vain  : 
So,  thejuft  man,  difdaining  all  control, 
In  perfect  peace  preferves  his  fteady  foul : 
Always  himfelf,  nought  can  his  virtue  .move, 
Nor  is  he  fway'd  by  hatred,  or  by  love.  Claudian. 

Moral 
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Moral   Advice. 

BE  a  good  foldier,  an  upright  truflee, 
An  arbitrator. from  corruption  free; 
Or  if  a  witnefs  in  a  doubtful  caufe, 
Where  a  brib'd  judge  means  to  elude  the  laws, 
Tho'  Phalaris's  brazen  bull  were  there, 
And  he  would  diftate  what  he'd  have  you  fwear, 
Stick  firmly  to  the  truth,  and  bravely  chufe 
To  guard  your  honour,  tho'  your  life  you  lofe. 
Die,  rather  than  let  virtue  be  betray'd  : 
Virtue,  the  nobleft  caufe  for  which  we're  made. 
Improperly  we  meafure  life  by  breath  : 
Thofe  do  not  truly  live,  who  merit  death.  Juvenal. 

God  governs  the  World. 

I'LL  fing,  how  God,  the  world's  almighty  foul, 
Fills  heaven,  and  earth,  and  feas,  and  (ways  the  whole, 
Each  part  dil'pofes  with  an  equal  hand, 
While  fubjeft  nature  bends  to  his  command. 
How  all  by  reafon  moves  :  becaufe  one  mind 
Does  ail  pervade,  and  3II  together  bind. 

For  did  not  all  the  friendly  parts  confpire 
To  make  one  whole,  and  keep  the  frame  entire  : 
And  did  not  wifdom's  conftant  laws  control 
That  vafl:  ftupendous  machine  of  the  whole, 
The  earth  would  lofe  its  place,  the  fkies  would  fall, 
And  want  of  motion  prove  the  bane  of  all : 
No  more  the  fhrs  would  roll;  nor  day,  nor  night, 
By  turns,  each  other  fly,  and  put  to  flight: — 
Rains  would  not  cheer  the  earth,  nor  winds  fuj  | 
Mills  to  the  clouds,  and  vapours  to  the  fkv  : 
Nor  feas  would  fill  the  fprings,  nor  fprings  return 
A  grateful  tribute  from  their  flowing  urn: 
Nor  would  they  all,  unlefs  contriv'd  by  art, 
So  juftly  be  proportion'd  in  each  part, 
That  neither  feas,  nor  fkies,  nor  fhrs  exceed 
Our  wants,  nor  are  too  fcanty  for  our  need. 
Thus  fhnds  the  frame,  and  one  almighty  foul 
Thro'  all  diffus'd,  fo  turns  and  guides  the  whole, 
That  nothing  from  it's  fettled  ftation  f\ver\ 
Motion  not  alters,  but  the  world  preferves. — 

Theftars  flill  keep  one  courfe  :  they  flill  purfue 
Their  conftant  track,  nor  vary  in  a  new  : 
From  one  fixt  point  they  flart:  their  courfe  maintain: 
Repeat  their  whirl,  and  vifit  it  again. 

A  mod 
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A  moil  convincing  reafon  drawn  from  fenfe, 

That  this  vaft  frame  is  rul'd  by  providence : 

Which,  like  the  foul,  does  every  whirl  advance: 

It  muft  be  God,  nor  was  it  made  by  chance, 

As  Epicurus  dream'd  :  who  madly  thought 

This  beauteous  frame  of  fenfelefs  atoms  wrought 

That  feas,  and  earth,  the  ftars,  and  fpacious  air, 

What  forms  new  worlds,  or  does  the  old  repuii, 

Firft  rofe  from  thefe,  by  thefe  fuppli'd  remain  : 

And  all  muft  be  when  chance  (hall  break  the  chain,        I 

Diffolv'd  to  thefe  wild  principles  again.  J 

Abfurd,  and  nonfenfe  !  Atheifl,  ufe  thine  eyes, 

And  having  view'd  the  order  of  the  fkies, 

Think,  if  thou  canft,  that  matter  blindly  hurl'd, 

Without  a  guide  mould  frame  this  wond'rous  world. 

Manilius. 

Excellence  of  Virtue. 

VIRTUE  is  really  in  itfelf  reward: 
Alone  fecure,  and  out  of  fortune's  pow'r, 
It  fhines  triumphant,  let  her  fmile,  or  frown. 
Nor  in  high  ftation,  is  it  puff'd  with  pride, 
Nor  meanly  fues  for  popular  applaufe, 
Nor  covetous  of  wealth,  nor  wanting  praife : 
Rich  in  itfelf,  and  confident  it  ftands, 
Immoveable,  fuperior  to  events, 
And  with  contempt  looks  down  on  mortal  things. 

CI  audi  an. 

Socrates  on  the  Immortality  of  the  Soul. 

IF  I  thought,  faid  Socrates,  I  fhould  not  find  in  the 
other  world,  gods  as  good  and  as  wife,  and  men  infinitely 
better  than  we,  it  would  be  a  piece  of  injuftice  in  me  not  to 
be  troubled  at  death.  But,  be  it  known  to  you,  Simias,  and 
to  you  Cebes,  that  I  hope  to  arrive  at  the  alfembly  of  the 
Juft  ;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  death  is  no  trouble  to  me  ; 
hoping  that  there  is  fomething  referved  for  the  dead  alter 
this  life,  and  that  the  good  meet  with  better  treatment  in 
the  world  to  come,  than  the  bad. 

The  ftrait  road  to  virtue  does  not  lie  in  (hifting  pleafures 
for  pleafures,  fears  for  fears,  or  one  melancholy  thought  for 
another,  and  imitating  thofe  who  change  a  large  piece  of 
money  for  many  fnoall  ones.  But  wifdom  is  the  only  true 
and  unalloyed  coin,  for  which  all  others  muft  be  given  in 
exchange.  With  that  piece  of  money  we  purchafe  all  for- 
titude, 
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titude,  temperance,  jutt  ice.  In  a  word,  that  virtue  is  always 
true  that  accompanies  wifdom,  without  any  dependance  upon 
pleafures,  grief,  fears,  or  any  other  paflions.  Whereas  all 
other  virtues  ftript  of  wifdom,  which  run  upon  a  perpetual 
exchange,  are  only  fhadows  of  virtue.  True  virtue  is  really 
and  in  effeel:  a  purgation  from  all  thefe  fort  of  paflions. 
Temperance,  juftice,  fortitude,  and  prudence  or  wifdom  it- 
ielf,  are  not  exchanged  for  paflions,  but  cleaufe  us  of  them. 
And  it  is  pretty  evident,  that  thole  who  instituted  the  pu- 
rifications, called  by  us  Teletes,  were  perfons  of  no  con- 
temptible rank,  men  of  great  geniufes,  who  in  the  firfl  ages 
meant  by  fuch  riddles  to  give  us  to  know,  that  whoever 
enters  the  other  world  without  being  initiated  and  purified, 
fha!i  be  hurled  headlong  into  the  valt  abyls  ;  and  that  who- 
ever arrives  there  afte;  due  purgation  and  expiation,  (hall  be 
lodged  in  the  apartment  of  the  gods.  For,  as  the  difpenfers 
of  thole  expiations  fay,  There  are  m  tny  who  bear  the  Thyr- 
fus,  but  few  that  are  poffeffed  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Now 
thole  who  are  thus  polfefTed,  as  1  take  it,  are  the  true  philo- 
ibphers.  I  have  tried  all  means  to  be  lifted  in  that  number, 
and  hive  made  it  the  bufinefs  of  my  whole  life  to  compafs 
my  end.  If  it  pleafe  God,  I  hope  to  know  in  a  minute, 
that  my  efforts  have  not  been  ineffectual,  and  that  fuccefs 
has  crowned  my  endeavours. 

The  foul,  which  is  an  invifible  being,  goes  to  a  place  like 
itfelf,  marvellous,  pure,  and  invifible,  in  the  infernal  world  ; 
and  returns  to  a  God  full  of  goodnels  and  wifdom,  which,  I 
hope,  will  be  the  fate  of  my  foul  in  a  minute,  if  it  pleafe  God. 
Shall  a  foul  of  this  nature,  and  created  with  all  thefe  advan- 
tages, be  diffipated  and  annihilated,  us  foon  as  it  parts  from 
the  body,  as  mofl  men  believer  No  fuch  thing,  my  d 
Simias,  and  my  dear  Cebes.  I  will  tell  you  what  will 
rather  come  to  pafsr  and  what  we  ought  to  believe  Readily. 
If  the  foul  retain  its  purity  without  any  mixture  ot  filth  from 
the  body,  as  having  entertained  no  voluntary  correfpondence 
with  it;  but  on  the  contrary,  having  always  avoided  it,  and 
collected  itfelf  within  itfelf  in  continual  meditations;  that 
is,  in  ftudying  the  true  philofophy,  and  effectually  Learning 
to  die  (for  philofophy  is  a  preparation  for  death)  I  fay,  if  the 
foul  depart  in  this  condition,  it  repairs  to  a  being  like  itfelf, 
a  Being  that  is  divine,  immortal,  and  full  of  wifdom  ;  in 
which  it  enjoys  an  inexprefTible  felicity,  as  being  freed  from 
its  errors,  its  ignorance,  its  fears,  its  amours,  that  tyrannized 
over  it,  and  all  the  other  evils  pertaining  to  human  natui 
and  as  it  is  faid  of  thofe  who  have  been  initiated  in  holy  myf- 

teries, 
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teries,  it  truly  palfes  a  whole  courfe  of  eternity  with  the 
gods. — But  if  the  foul  depart  full  of  uncleannefs  and  impu- 
rity, as  having  been  all  along  mingled  with  the  body,  al- 
ways employed  in  its  fervice,  always  poffeffed  by  the  love  of 
it,  wheedled  and  charmed  by  its  pleafures  and  lufts — Do 
you  think,  I  fay,  that  a  foul  in  this  condition  can  depart 
pure  and  fimple  from  the  body?  No  fure  ;  that  is  impolfible : 
on  the  contrary,  it  departs  ftained  with  corporeal  pollution, 
which  was  rendered  natural  to  it  by  its  continual  commerce 
and  too  intimate  union  with  the  body,  at  a  time  when  it  was 
its  conftant  companion,  and  was  ft  ill  employed  in  ferving 
and  gratifying  it. 

There  is  one  thing  more,  my  friends,  that  is  a  veryjuft 
thought,  viz.  that  it  the  foul  is  immortal,  it  Hands  in  need 
of  cultivation  and  improvement,  not  only  in  the  time  that 
we  call  the  time  of  life;  but  for  the  future,  or  what  we  call 
the  time  of  eternity :  for  if  you  think  juftly  upon  this  point, 
you  will  find  it  very  dangerous  to  neglecr.  the  foul.  Were 
death  the  diffolution  of  the  whole  man,  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  wicked  after  death,  to  be  rid  at  once  of 
their  body,  their  foul,  and  their  vices.  But  forafmuch  as 
the  foul  is  immortal,  the  only  way  to  avoid  thofe  evils  and 
obtain  falvation,  is  to  become  good  and  wife:  for  it  carries 
nothing  along  with  it,  but  its  good  or  bad  actions,  and  its 
virtues  or  vices,  which  are  the  caufe  of  its  eternal  happinefs 
or  mifery,  commencing  from  the  firfl  minute  of  its  arrival  in 
the  other  world. — 

What  I  told  you  now  is  fufficient,  my  dear  Simias,  to 
fhexfe,  that  we  ought  to  labour  all  our  life-time  to  purchale 
virtue  and  wifdom,  (ince  we  have  fo  great  a  hope,  and  fo 
great  a  reward  propofed  to  us. 

And  every  one  that  during  his  life-time  renounced  the 
pleafures  of  the  body,  that  looked  upon  the  appurtenances 
of  the  body  as  foreign  ornaments,  and  fiding  with  the  con- 
trary party,  purfued  only  the  pleafures  of  true  knowledge, 
and  beautified  his  foul,  not  with  foreign  ornaments,  but 
with  ornaments  fuitable  to  its  nature,  Inch  as  temperance, 
juflice,  fortitude,  liberty  and  truth:  fuch  a  one,  being 
firmly  confident  of  the  happinefs  of  his  foul,  ought  to 
wait  peaceably  for  the  hour  of  his  removal,  as  being  al- 
ways ready  for  the  voyage  whenever  his  fate  calls  him. 

Hate's  Phcdon,  pajfitn. 

END     OF     THE     SIXTH     BOOK. 

BOOK 


(     lxxxi     ) 

BOOK      VII. 

PRAYERS,    PSALMS,    AND    POEMS. 


INTRODUCTIO 


THIS  feventh  book  comprehends  moft  of  the  Prayers 
and  Songs  of  Praife  we  meet  with  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures and  Apocryphai  writings.  To  thefe 
feveral  of  the  fame  kind  of  compofitions  from  Pagan  antiqui- 
ty. The  limits  of  our  work  will  not  admit  of  many  :  but 
the  few  I  have  felec"ted  are  confidered  by  the  learned  as  fome 
of  the  moft  pure  and  moral,  and  beit  fuited  to  a  Chriftian  ear. 
Valuable,  and  moral,  and  elegant,  however,  as  they  confef- 
edly  are,  the  writers  of  Greece  and  Rome  were  never  more 
i  ompletely  outdone  by  the  Sacred  Code,  than  on  the  fubjeer 
of  Addrefles  to  the  Deity,  and  Hymns  and  Songs  of  praiie.  ll 
the  Reader  will  take  the  trouble  of  looking  back  to  the  third 
book  of  the  fecond  volume,  he  will  find  feveral  of  the 
Scripture  poems  finely  illuftrated,  and  the  beauties  of  them 
uifplayed,  and  compared  with  thoi'e  of  the  molt  celebrated 
of  the  Heathen  writer-.  The  68  pfalm  by  Chandler,  the  18 
by  Delany,  the  Song  of  Mofes  by  Hcrlal,  with  numbeilefs 
other  pallages  of  a  lunilar  kind  in  the  fame  book,  are  excel- 
lent fpecimens  of  facred  criticifm,  and  admirably  calculated 
to  dilplay  the  infinite  fuperiority  of  divine  poefy  over  pro- 
fane. Or  if  the  intelligent  reader  will  (aft  aI1  attentive 
eye  over  the  following  collection,  and  chufe  out  fuch  of 
the  compofitions  as  he  thinks  proper  to  exercife  his  cri- 
Vol.  Ill,  F 
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tical  abilities  upon,  and  fairly  and  candidly  attend  to  what 
pafles  within  himfelf  upon  a  companion  of  the  various 
excellencies  of  the  former  with  thole  of  the  latter,  I  per- 
iuade  lnyfelf,  both  his  judgment  and  his  feelings  will  give 
a  decided  teftimony  in  favour  of  the  Inlpired  Writings. 
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BOOK         VII. 
PART    II. 

Prayers,    Pfalms,    and   Poems,    from   the   Holy 
Scriptures   and   Apocryphal   Writings. 


"The  prayer  of  Abraham's  fervant. 

OL  O  R  D  God  of  my  matter  Abraham,  I  pray  thee,  fend 
me  good  fpeed  this  day,  and  fhew  kindnefs  unto  my 
matter  Abraham.  Behold,  Iftand  here  by  the  well  of  wa- 
ter ;  and  the  daughters  of  the  men  of  the  city  come  out  to  draw 
water:  And  let  it  come  to  pafs,  that  the  damfel  to  whom  I 
fhall  lay,  Let  down  thy  pitcher,  I  pray  thee,  that  I  may  drink, 
and  ihe  lhall  fay,  Drink,  and  I  will  give  thy  camels  drink  alfo : 
let  the  fame  be  me  that  thou  haft  appointed  for  thy  fervant 
Ifaac  ;  and  thereby  fhall  I  know  that  thou  haft  fhewed  kind- 
nefs unto  my  matter,  k  Gcncfis  ->-}.    12 — 14. 


Jacob's  frayer  fo)  ■  v  from  Efau. 

O  God  of  my  father  Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father 
Ifaac,  the  Lord  which  faidft  unto  me,  Return  unto  thy 
country,  and  to  thy  kindred,  and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee  : 
I  am  not  worthy  ol  the  leaft  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the 
truth,  which  thou  haft  fhewed  unto  thy  fervant :  for  with 
my  ftaff  I  paffed  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  I  am  become 
two  bands.  Deliver  me,  I  pray  thee,  from  the  hand  of  my 
brother,  from  the  hand  of  Efau  :  for  I  fear  him,  left  lie  will 
and  finite  me,  and  the  mother  with  the  children.  And 
thou  faidft,  I  will  iureiy  do  thee  good,  and  make  tin 
as  the  land  of  the  lea,   which  cannot  be  numbered  for  mul- 

Genefis  32.  9 — 12. 
F  2  Pra\er 
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Prayer  of  Mofet  for  lj- 

THEN  the  Egyptians  fhall  hear  it,  (foe  thou  brQught- 
cft  up  this  people  in  thy  might  from  imongthem;)  And 
they  will  tell  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  land:  for  they 
hive  heard  that  thou  Lord  art  among  this  people,  that 
thou  Lord  art  feen  face  to  face,  and  that  thy  cloud  ftand- 
eth  over  them,  and  that  thou  goeft  before  them,  by  day 
t;;;r  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud,  and  in  a  pillar  of  fire  by 
night.  Now  il  thou  (halt  kill  all  this  people  as  one  man, 
then  the  nations  which  have  heard  the  fame  of  thee,  will 
i'peak,  faying,  Hecaufe  the  Lord  was  not  able  to  bring  this 
pie  into'the  Innd  which  he  fware  unto  them,  there- 
fore he  hath  flam  them  in  the  wildernefs.  And  now,  I  be- 
ieech  thee,  let  the  power  of  my  Lord  be  great,  according 
as  thou  haft  fpoken,  laying,  The  Lord  is  long-fuffering,  and 
of  great  mercy,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreffion,  and  by 
no  means  clearing  the  guilty,  vhiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fa- 
thers upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion. Pardon,  I  befeech  thee,  the  iniquity  of  this  people, 
according  unto  the  greatnefs  of  thy  mercy,  and  as  thou  haft 
forgiven  this  people,  from  Egypt  even  until  now. 

Numbers  14.  13 — 19. 


Another  prayer  of  Mofes  for  Ifrael. 

O  Lord  God,  deftroy  not  thy  people  and  thine  inherit- 
ance, which  thou  haft  redeemed  through  thy  greatnefs,  which 
thou  haft  brought  forth  out  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hand. 
Remember  thy  fervants,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob ;  look 
not  unto  the  ftiibbornnefs  of  this  people,  nor  to  their  wick- 
ednefs,  nor  to  their  fin  :  Left  the  land  whence  thou  brought- 
eft  us  out  fay,  Becaufe  the  Lord  was  not  able  to  bring  them 
into  the  land  which  he  promiled  them,  and  becaufe  he  hated 
them,  he  hath  brought  them  out  to  flay  them  in  the  wilder- 
nefs. Yet  they  are  thy  people,  and  thine  inheritance,  which 
thou  broughteft  out  by  thy  mighty  power,  and  by  thy 
ftretched  out  arm.  Deuteronomy  9.  26 — 29. 


Prayer  of  jfo/kuH, 

ALAS,  O  Lord  God,  wherefore  haft  thou  at  all  brought 
this  people  ov«  1   Jordan  to  deliver  us  into  the  hand  of  the 
Amorites,  to  deftroy  us  ?  would  to  God  wc  had  been  con- 
tent, 
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tent,  and  dwelt  on  the  other  fide  Jordan!  O  Lord,  what 
fhall  I  fay,  when  Ifrael  turneth  their  backs  before  their  ene- 
mies !  For  the  Canaanites,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land 
{hall  hear  of  it,  and  fhall  environ  us  round,  and  cut  off' our 
name  from  the  earth  :  and  what  wilt  thou  do  unto  thy  great 
name?  Jojhua  7.  7— 9. 


David's  prayer  for  the  ejlablifhment  of  the  kingdom. 
WH  O  am  I,  O  Lord  God?  and  what  is  my  houfe,  that 
thou  haft  brought  me  hitherto?  And  this  was  yet  a  fmall 
thing  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord  God ;  but  thou  haft  fpoken  alfo 
of  thy  fervant's  houfe  for  a  great  while  to  come  :  and  is  this 
the  manner  of  man,  O  Lord  God  ?  And  what  can  David 
lay  more  unto  thee?  for  thou,  Lord  God,  knoweft  thy  fer- 
vant.  For  thy  word's  fake,  and  according  to  thine  own 
heart  haft  thou  done  all  thei'e  great  tilings,  to  make  thy  fer- 
vant  know  them.  Wherefore  thou  art  great,  O  Lord  God  : 
for  there  is  none  like  thee,  neither  is  there  any  God  befide 
thee,  according  to  all  that  we  have  heard  with  our  ears. 
And  what  one  nation  in  the  earth  is  like  thy  people,  even 
like  Ifrael,  whom  God  went  to  redeem  for  a  people  to  him- 
f'elf,  and  to  make  him  a  name,  and  to  do  for  you  great  things 
and  terrible,  for  thy  land,  before  thy  people  which  thou  re- 
deemedft  to  thee  from  Egypt,  from  the  nations  and  their 
gods?  For  thou  haft  confirmed  to  thyfelf  thy  people  Ifrael 
to  be  a  people  unto  thee  for  ever:  and  thou,  Lord,  art  be- 
come their  God.  And  now,  O  Lord  God,  the  word  that 
thou  haft  fpoken  concerning  thy  fervant,  and  concerning  his 
houfe,  eftablifh  it  forever,  and  do  as  thou  haft  faid.  And  let 
thy  name  be  magnified  forever,  faying,  The  Lord  of  hofts  is 
the  God  over  Ifrael:  and  let  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant  David 
be  eftabliihed  before  thee.  For  thou,  O  Lord  of  hofts,  God 
of  Ifrael,  haft  revealed  to  thy  fervant,  faying,  I  will  build 
thee  an  houfe  :  therefore  hath  thy  fervant  found  in  his  heart 
to  pray  this  prayer  unto  thee.  And,  now,  O  Lord  God, 
thou  art  that  God,  and  thy  words  be  true,  and  thou  haft 
prom i fed  this  goodnefs  unto  thy  fervant:  therefore  now, 
let  it  pleafe  thee  to  blefs  the  houfe  of  thy  fervant,  that  it 
may  continue  for  ever  before  thee:  for  thou,  O  Lord  God, 
haft  fpoken  it :  and  with  thy  bleffing  let  the  houfe  of  thy 
lervant  be  bleffed  forever.  2  Samuel  7.  18 — 29. 


Solomon  > 
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Solomons  fraycr  for  xuij 

O  Lord  my  God,  thou  haft  made  thy  fervant  king  inftead 
of  David  my  rather :  and  I  am  but  a  little  child  :  I  know  not 
how  to  go  out  or  come  in.  And  thy  fervant  is  in  the  midft 
of  thy  people  which  thou  haft  chofen,  a  great  people,  that 
cannot  be  numbered  nor  counted  for  multitude.  Give 
therefore  thy  fervant  an  understanding  heart,  to  judge  thy 
people,  that  I  may  difcem  between  good  and  bad  :  for  who 
is  able  to  judge  this  thy  fo  great  a  people,     i  Kings  3.  7 — 9. 


Solomon's  prayer  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple. 

LORD  God  of  Ifrael,  there  is  no  God  like  thee  in  hea- 
ven above,  or  on  the  earth  beneath,  who  keepeft  covenant 
and  mercy  with  thy  fervants  that  walk  before  thee  with  all 
their  heart.  Who  haft  kept  with  thy  fervant  David  my  fa- 
ther that  thou  promifedft  him  :  thou  fpakeft  alfo  with  thy 
mouth,  and  haft  fulfilled  it  with  thine  hand,  as  it  is  this  day. 
Therefore  now,  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  keep  with  thy  fervant 
David  my  father  that  thou  promifedft  him,  faying,  There 
fhall  not  fail  thee  a  man  in  my  fight  to  fit  on  the  throne  of 
Ifrael  ;  fo  that  thy  children  take  heed  to  their  way,  that 
they  walk  before  me  as  thou  haft  walked  before  me.  And 
now,  O  God  of  Ifrael,  let  thy  word,  I  pray  thee,  be  verified 
which  thou  fpake"ft  unto  thy  fervant  David  my  father.  But 
will  God  indeed  dwell  on  the  earth?  behold,  the  heaven, 
and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee  ;  how  much  lefs 
this  houfe  that  I  have  builded  ?  Yet  have  thou  refpecl  unto 
the  prayer  of  thy  fervant,  and  to  his  fupplication,  O  Lord 
my.  God,  to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  to  the  prayer  which 
thy  fervant  prayeth  before  thee  to-day:  that  thine  eyes  may 
be  open  toward  this  houfe  night  and  day,  even  toward  the 
place  of  which  thou  haft  faid,  My  name  lhall  be  there:  that 
thou  mayeft  hearken  unto  the  prayer  which  thy  fervant  fhall 
make  toward  this  place.  And  hearken  thou  to  the  fupplica- 
tion of  thy  fervant,  and  of  thy  people  Ifrael,  when  they  (hall 
pray  toward  this  place  :  and  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwell- 
ing-place; and  when  thou  heareft  forgive.  If  any  man  tref- 
pals  againft  his  neighbour,  and  an  oath  be  laid  upon  him  to 
caufe  him  to  (wear,  and  the  oath  come  before  thine  altar  in 
this  houle:  then  hear  thou  in  heaven,-  and  do,  and  judge 
thy  fervants,  condemning  the  wicked,  to  bring  his  way  upon 
his  head  ;  and  juiiiU  ing  the  righteous  to  give  him  recording 
to  his  righteoufnefg,     When  thy  people  Ifrael  be  fmitten 

down 
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down  before  the  enemy,  becaufe  they  have  finned  againft 
thee,  and  fhall  turn  again  to  thee,  and  conlefs  thy  name, 
and  pray,  and  make  fupplication  unto  thee  in  thishouie: 
then  hear  thou  in  heaven,   and  forgive  the  fin  of  thy  people 
Ifrael,  and  bring  them  again  unto  the  land  which  thou  gavelt 
auto  their  fathers.     When  heaven  is  (hut  up,  and  there  is 
no  rain,  becaufe  they  have  finned  againft  thee  ;  it  they  pray 
toward  this  place,  and  confefs  thy  name,  and  turn  from  their 
fin,  when  thou  affli&eft  them  :    then  hear  thou  in  heaven, 
and  forgive  the  fin  of  thy  fervants,  and  oi  thy  people  I trad, 
that  thou  teach  them  the  good  way  wherein  they  Ihould  wak, 
and  give  rain  upon  thy  land,  which  thou  haft  given  to  thy 
people  for  an  inheritance.     If  there  be  in  the  land  famine, 
if  there  be  peftilence,  blading,  mildew,  locuft,  or  if  there  te 
caterpillar:  if  their  enemy  befiege  them  in  the  land  ot  their 
cities,  whatfoevet  plague,  whatfoever  ficknefs  there  be.  W  haf 
prayer  and  fupplication  foever  be  made  by  any  man,  or  by 
all  thy  people  Ifrael,  which  (hall  know  every  man  the  plague 
of  his  own  heart,    and  fpread  forth  his  hands  toward  this 
houfe  :    then  hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling-place,  and 
forgive,  and  do,  and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways, 
whofe  heart  thou  knoweft  ;  (for  thou,  even  thou  only,  know- 
eft  the  hearts  of  all  the  children  of  men ;)    that  they   may 
fear  thee  all  the  days  that  they  live  in  the  land  which  thoii 
gaveft  unto  our 'fathers.     Moreover  concerning  a  ltranger, 
that  is  not  of  thy  people  Ifrael,  but  cometh  out  of  a  far 
country  for  thy  name's  fake ;    (for  they  (hall  hear  of  thy 
great  name,  and  of  thy  ftrong  hand,  and  of  thy  ftretched 
out  arm  ;)  when  he  fhall  come  and  pray  toward  this  houle: 
Hear  thou  in  heaven  thy  dwelling-place,  and  do  according  to 
all  that  the  ftranger  calleth  to  thee  for  :    that  all  people  ot 
the  earth  may  know  thy  name,  to  fear  thee,  as  do  thy  peo- 
ple Ifrael ;  and  that  they  may  know  that  this  houfe  which 
I  have  builded  is  called  by  thy  name.     If  thy  people  go  out 
to  battle  againft  their  enemy  whitherfoever  thou  llialt  fend 
them,  and  fhall  pray  unto  the  Lord  toward  the  city  which 
thou  haft  chofen,  and  toward  the  houfe  that  I  have  built  for 
thy    name:     then  hear  thou  in  heaven  their  prayer  and 
their  fupplication,  and  maintain  their  caufe.     It  they  fin 
againft  thee,  (for  there  is  no  man  that  finneth  not)  and  thou 
be  angry  with  them,  and  deliver  them  to  the  enemy,  lo  that 
they  carry  them  away  captives  unto  the  land  of  the  enemy, 
far  or  near ;     yet  it  they  fhall  bethink  themfelves  in  the 
land  whither  they  were  carried  captives,  and  repent,  and 
make  fupplication   unto  thee  in  the  land  of  them  that 
r  carried 
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carried  them  captives,  faying,  We  have  finned,  and  have 
done  perverfly,  we  have  committed  wickednefs ;  and  To 
return  unto  thee  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their 
foul,  in  the  land  of  their  enemies  which  led  them  away 
captive,  and  pray  unto  thee  toward  their  land  which  thou 
(t  unto  their  fathers,  the  city  which  thou  haft  chofen, 
anfl  the  houfe  which  I  have  built  for  thy  name:  then 
hear  thou  their  prayer  and  their  lupplication  in  heaven  thy 
dwelling-place,  and  maintain  their  caufe,  and  forgive  thy 
people  that  have  finned  againft  thee,  and  all  their  fcrani- 
grtfnons,  wherein  they  have  tranfgrefTed  againft  thee,  and 
gij'e  them  companion  before  them  who  carried  them  captive, 
that  they  may  have  companion  on  them:  for  they  be  thy 
ppple,  and  thine  inheritance,  which  thou  broughteft  forth 
ott  of  Egypt,  from  the  midft  of  the  furnace  of  iron  :  that 
tHine  eyes  may  be  open  unto  the  fupplication  of  thy  fervant, 
and  unto  the  fupplication  of  thy  people  Ifrael,  to  hearken 
unto  them  in  all  that  they  call  for  unto  thee.  For  thou 
ciicift  feparate  them  from  among  all  the  people  of  the  earth, 
to  be  thine  inheritance,  as  thou  fpakeft  by  the  hand  of 
Moles  thy  fervant,  when  thou  broughteft  our  fathers  out  of 
igypt,  O  Lord  God.  i  Kings  8.  23 — 53. 


Elijah's  prayer  for  frc. 

^ORD  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  of  Ifrael,  let  it  be 
wn  this  day  that  thou  art  God  in  Ifrael,  and  that  1  am 
thy\fervant,  and  that  I  have  done  all  thei'e  things  at  thy 
worcK  Hear  me,  O  Lord,  hear  me,  that  this  people  may 
know  that  thou  art  the  Lord  God,  and  that  thou  hall 
turned  their  heart  back  again.  1  Kings  18.  36 — 37. 


ffezekiah's  prayer  again!}  the  lung  ofAffyna* 

O  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  which  dwelled  between  the  che- 
ims,  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou  alone,   of  ah  the  king- 
doms of  the  earth  ;  thou  haft  made  heaven  and  earth.  Lord, 
«'.cwn  thine  ear,  and  hear:   open,  Lord,  thin<  eyes,  and 
:    and  hear  thffc  words  of  Sennacherib,   which  hath  lent 
him  to  reproach  the  living  God.     Of  a  truth,  Lord,  the 
fcings  of  A'.l'yria  have  deftr;  yed  the  nations  and  their  lands, 
ve  call  their  gods  into  the  fire:  for  t:  •    no 

-,  but  the  work  oi  men's  hands,  wood  and  ftonf  :   th 
.-  :•;'   ■' ..  t)  -  n«     Now  th( 
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our  God,  I  befeech  thee,  fave  thou  us  out  of  his  hand,  that 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  may  know  that  thou  art  the 
Lord  God,  even  thou  only.  2  Kings  19.  15 — 19. 


David's  thank/giving  and  prayer  on  the  offerings  of  the  people. 

BLESSED  be  thou,  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  our  father,  for 
ever  and  ever.  Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatnefs,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  and  the  victory,  and  the  majefty:  for 
all  that  is  in  the  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  is  thine;  thine  is 
the  kingdom,  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  above 
all.  Both  riches  and  honour  come  of  thee,  and  thou  reigneft 
overall;  and' in  thine  hand  is  power  and  might;  and  in  thine 
hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give  ftrength  unto  all.  Now 
therefore,  our  God,  we  thank  thee,  and  praife  thy  glorious 
name.  But  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people,  that  we 
fhould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this  fort?  for  all 
things  come  of  thee,  and  of  thine  own  have  we  given  thee. 
For  we  are  Grangers  before  thee,  and  fojourners,  as  were  all 
our  fathers;  our  days  on  the  earth  are  as  a  fhadow,  and  there 
is  none  abiding.  O  Lord  our  God,  all  this  ftore  that  we 
have  prepared  to  build  thee  an  houfe  for  thine  holy  name, 
cometh  of  thine  hand,  and  is  all  thine  own.  I  know  alio, 
my  God,  that  thou  trieft  the  heart,  and  haft  pleafure  in 
uprightnefs.  As  for  me,  in  the  uprightnefs  of  mine  heart 
I  have  willingly  offered  all  thefc  things:  and  now  have  I 
feen  with  joy  thy  people  which  are  prefent  here  to  offer 
willingly  unto  thee.  O  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
of  Ifrael  our  fathers,  keep  this  for  ever  in  the  imagination  of 
the  thoughts  of  the  heart  of  thy  people,  and  prepare  their 
heart  unto  thee  :  And  give  unto  Solomon  my  fori  a  perfect 
heart  to  keep  thy  commandments,  thy  teftimonies,  and  thy 
ftatutes,  and  to  do  all  thefe  things,  and  to  build  the  palace 
lor  the  which  I  have  made  provifion.      1  Citron.  29.    10 — 19. 


jfclui/haphat's  prayer. 

O  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  art  not  thou  God  in  hea- 
ven? and  ruleft  not  thou  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
heathen?  and  in  thine  hand  is  there  not  power  and  might, 
fo  that  none  is  able  to  withftand  thee?  Art  not  thou  our 
God,  who  didft  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  this  land  before 
thy  people  Ifrael,  and  gaveft  it  to  th'e  feed  of  Abraham  thy 
friend  for  evei?     And  they  dwelt  therein,  and  have  built 

thee 
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thee  a  fan&uary  therein,  for  thy  name,  faying,  If,  when  evil 
comcth  upon  us,  as  the  fword,  judgment,  or  pcftilcnce,  or 
famine,  we  (land  before  this  houfe,  and  in  thy  prefence,  (for 
thy  name  is  in  this  houfe,)  and  cry  unto  thee  in  our  af- 
fliction, then  thou  wilt  hear  and  help.  And' now  behold, 
the  children  of  Amnion,  and  Moab,  and  Mount  Seir,  whom 
thou  wouldft  not  let  Ifrael  invade  when  they  came  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  but  they  turned  from  them,  and  deftroyed 
them  not ;  behold,  I  lay,  how  they  reward  us  to  come  to 
caft  us  out  of  thy  poffeflion,  which  thou  haft  given  us  to 
inherit.  O  our  God,  wilt  thou  not  judge  them?  for  we 
have  no  might  againft  this  great  company  that  cometh 
againft  us;  neither  know  we  what  to  do:  but  our  eyes  are 
upon  thee.  2®\ron.  20.  6 — 12. 


EEacatsf»- 


Ezras  prayer. 

O  mv  God,  I  am  afhamed  and  blufh  to  lift  up  my  face  to 
thee,  my  God:  for  our  iniquities  are  increafed  over  our 
head,  and  our  trefpafs  is  grown  tip  unto  the  heavens.  Since 
the  days  of  our  fathers  have  we  been  in  a  great  trefpafs  unto 
this  day ;  and  for  our  iniquities  have  we,  our  kings,  and  our 
priefts,  been  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  the 
lands,  to  the  fword,  to  captivity,  and  to  a  i'poil,  and  to  con- 
fufion  of  face,  as  it  is  this  day.  A,nc|  now  for  a  little  fpace 
grace  hath  been  (hewed  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  leave 
us  a  remnant  to  efcape,  and  to  give  us  a  nail  in  his  holy 
place,  that  our  God  may  lighten  our  eyes,  and  give  us  a 
little  reviving  in  our  bondage.  For  we  were  bondmen,  yet 
our  God  hath  not  forfaken  us  in  our  bondage,  but  hath 
extended  mercy  unto  us  in  the  fight  of  the  kings  of  Perfia, 
to  give  us  a  reviving,  to  let  up  the  houfe  of  our  God,  and 
to  repair  the  defolations  thereof,  and  to  give  us  a  wall  in 
Judah  and  in  Jerufalem.  And  now,  O  our  God,  what  (hall 
we  fay  after  this?  for  we  have  forlaken  thy  commandments, 
which  thou  haft  commanded  by  thy  fervants  the  prophets, 
faying,  The  land  unto  which  we  go  to  poffefs  it  is  an  un- 
clean land  with  the  filthinels  of  the  people  of  the  lands, 
with  their  abominations,  which  have  lillcd  it  from  one  end 
to  another  with  their  uncleannefs.  Now  therefore  give  not 
your  daughters  unto  their  fons,  neither  take  their  daughters 
unto  your  fons,  nor  leek  their  peare  or  their  wealth  lor  ever: 
that  ye  may  be  ftrong,  and  cat   the -nod  of  the  land,    anel 

,e  it  for  an  inheritance  to  your  children  for  ever.     And 

after 
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after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  for  our  evil  deeds,  and  for  our 
great  trefpafs,  feeing  that  thou  our  God  haft  punifhed  us 
lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve,  and  haft  given  us  fuch  de- 
liverance as  this;  fhould  we  again  break  thy  command- 
ments, and  join  in  affinity  with  the  people  of  thefe  abomi- 
nations? wouldeft  not  thou  be  angry  with  us  till  thou  hadft 
confumed  us,  fo  that  there  (hall  be  no  remnant  nor  efcap- 
ing?  O  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  thou  art  righteous:  for  we 
remain  yet  efcaped,  as  it  is  this  day:  behold,  we  are  before 
thee  in  our  trefpafles:  for  we  cannot  ftand  before  thee 
becaule  of  this.  £z/<2  9.  6— 15. 


Nehcmiak's  prayer. 
I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  heaven,  the  great  and 
terrible  God,  that  keepeth   covenant   and  mercy  for  them 
that  love  him  and  obferve  his  commandments:     let   thine 
ear  now  be  attentive,  and  thine  eyes  open,  that  thou  mayeft 
he?.r  the  prayer  of  thy  fervant,  which  I  pray  before  thee  now 
day  and  night  for  the  children  of  Ifrael  thy  fervants,  and 
confefs  the  fins  of  the  children  of  Ifrael  which  we  have  finned 
againft  thee :  both  I  and  my  father's  houfe  have  finned.   We 
have  dealt  very  corruptly  againft  thee,  and  have  not  kept 
the  commandments,  nor  the  ftatutes,  nor  the  judgments, 
which  thou  commandedft  thy  fervant  Mofes.     Remember, 
I  befeech  thee,  the  word  that  thou  commandedft  thy  fervant 
Mofes,  faying,  If  ye  tranfgrel's,  1  will  fcatter  you  abroad  among 
the  nations:     but  if  ye  turn  unto  me,  and  keep  my  com- 
mandments, and  do  them  ;  though  there  were  of  you  caft  out 
tint  or  the  uttermoft  part  of  the  heaven,  yet  will  I  gather  them 
from  thence,  and  will  bring  them  unto  the  place  that  I  have 
chofen  to  fet  my  name  there.     Now  thefe  are  thy  fervants 
and  thy  people,  whom  thou  haft  redeemed  by  thy  great 
power,  and  by  thy  ftrong  hand.     O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee, 
let  now  thine  ear  be  attentive  to  the  prayer  of  thy  fervant, 
and  to  the  prayer  of  thy  fervants,  who  defire  to  fear  thy 
name:  and  profper,  I  pray  thee,  thy  fervant  this  day,  and 
grant  him  mercy  in  the  fight  of  this  man.     For  I  was  the 
king's  cup-bearer.  Neh.  1.  5 — n. 


A  folemn  confeflion  offn. 

STAND  up,  and  blefs  the  Lord  your  God  for  everand  ever : 
and  blelTed  be  thy  glorious  name,  which  is  exalted  above  all 

bleffin^ 
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blefiing  and  praife.  Thou,  even  thou  .nt  Lord  alone:  thou 
haft  made  heaven,  the  heaven  oFheaven  ;,  with  all  their  hoft, 
the  earth  and  all  things  that  are  therein,  the  leas  and  all  that 
3s  therein;  and  thou  preferveft  them  all ;  and  the  holt  of 
heaven  worlhippeth  thee.  Thou  art  I  he  Lord  the  God,  who 
didft  choofeAbrm:,  Mid  broughteft  him  forth  out  of  Ur  of 
theChaldees,  and  eavefi  him  the  name  ol  Abraham;  and 
foundeft  his  heart  faithful  before  ih  e,  and  mndeft  a  cove- 
nant with  him,  to  give  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  the 
Hittites,  the  Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  Jebu- 
iites,  and  the  Girgaihites,  to  give  it,  I  lay,  to  his  feed, 
and  haft 'performed  thy  words;  for  thou  art  righteous:  and 
didft  fee  the  affliction  of  our  fathers  in  Egypt,  and  heardeft 
their  cry  by  the  Red-fea:  and  ihewedft  ^iigns  and  wonders 
upon  Pharaoh,  and  on  all  his  fervants,  and  on  all  the  people 
of  his  land:  for  thou  kne.weft  that  they  dealt  proudly  againft 
them.  So  didft  thou  get  thee  a  name,  as  it  is  this  day.  And 
thou  didft  divide  the  fea  before  them,  fo  that  they  went 
through  the  midft  of  the  fea  on  the  dry  land ;  and  their 
periecutors  thou  threweft  into  the  deeps,  as  a  ftone  into  the 
mighty  waters.  Moreover,  thou  leddeft  them  in  the  day 
by  a  cloudy  pillar,  and  in  the  night  by  a  pillar  of  lire  to 
give  them  light  in  the  way  wherein  they  mould  go.  Thou 
omeft  down  ajfb  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  fpakeft  with  them 
from  heaven,  and  gaveft  them  right  judgments  and  true 
laws,  good  ftatutes  and  commandments  :  and  madeft 
known  unto  them  thy  holy  fabbath,  and  commanded!!  them 
precepts,  ftafutes  and  laws,  by  the  hand  of  Moles  thy 
iervant :  And  gaveft  them  bread  from  heaven  for  their 
hunger,  and  broughteft  forth  water  for  them  out  of  the  rock 
ior  their  third,  and  promifedft  them  that  they  fliould  go  in 
to  po'fefs  the  land  which  thou  hadft  {'worn  to  give  them. 
But  they  and  our  fathers  dealt  proudly,  and  hardened  their 
necks,  and  hearkened  not  to  thy  commandments,  and 
rem  fed  to  obey,  neither  were  mindful  of  thy  wonders  that 
thou  didft  among  them;  but  hardened  their  necks,  and  in 
their  rebellion  appointed  a  captiin  to  return  to  their  bond- 
but  ".mi  art  J  God  ready  to  pinion,  gracious  and 
Iful,  How  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindnris,  and  forfook- 
them  not.     Yea,  when  they  had  them  a  molten 

.  and  faid,  1  his  is  thy  god  that  brough  up  out  of 

iad  wroug  I  thou  in  thy 

:fs  :  the 
t  of  the  .    them  by  day,  to  1 

.'  ither  the  pillar  of  fi  o  fliew 
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them  light,  and  the  way  wherein   they  fhould  go.    Thou 
saveft  alfo  thy  good  fpirit  to  inftru£t  them,  and  withheldeft 
not  thy  manna  from  their  mouth,  and  gaveft  them  water  for 
their  thirft.    Yea,  forty  years  didft  thou  fuftain  them  in  the 
v/ildernefs,  fo  that  they  lacked  nothing  ;  their  clothes  wax- 
ed not  old,   and  their  feet  fwelled  not.     Moreover,    thou 
gaveft  them  kingdoms  and  nations,  and  didft  divide  them 
into  corners.     So  they  poffeffed  the  land  of  Sihon,  and  the 
land  of  the  king  of   Hefhbon,  and  the  land  of  Og  king  of 
Bafhan.     Their  children  alfo  multipliedft  thou  as  the  ftars 
of  heaven,  and  broughteft  them  into  the  land,  concerning 
which  thou  hadft  promifed  to  their  fathers  that  they  fhould 
go  in  to  po fiefs  it.     So  the  children  went  in  and  poffeffed 
the  land,  and  thou  fubduedft  before  them  the  inhabitants  of 
the  land,  the  Canaanites,  and  gaveft  them  into  their  hand?, 
with  their  kings,  and  the  people  of  the  land,  that  they  might 
do  with  them  as  they  would.     And  they  took  ftrong  cities, 
and  a  fat  land,  and  poffefled  houfes  full  of  all  goods,  webs 
digged,  vineyards,  and  olive-yards,  and  fruit-trees  in  abut) 
dance.     So  they  did  eat,  and  were  all  filled,  and  became  fat, 
and  delighted  themfelves  in  thy  great  goodnefs.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  they  weredifobedient,  and  rebelled  againft  thee,  and 
caft  thy  law  behind  their  backs,  and  flew  thy  prophets  which 
teftified  againft  them  to  turn  them  to  thee,  and  they  wrought 
great  provocations.     Therefore  thou  delivered!}:  them  into 
the  hand  of  their  enemies,  who  vexed  them:  and  in  the 
time  of  their  trouble,    when   they  cried  unto  thee,   thou 
heardefi  tliem  horn   heaven  ;  and  according  to  thy  manifold 
mercies  thou   gaveft  them  faviours,  who  laved  them  out  of 
the  hands  of  their  enemies.     But  after  they  had  reft,  they 
did  evil   again    before   thee:  therefore  leiteft  thou  them  in 
the  hand  of  their  enemies,  fo  that  they  had  the  dominion 
over  them:   yet   v.  lien  they  returned  and  cried  unto  thee, 
thou  heardefi  them  from  heaven;  and  many  times  didft  thou 
deliver  them  according  to  thy  mercies :  and  teftrfiedft  againft 
them,  that  thou  mighteft  bring  them  again  unto  thy  law  : 
yet  they  dealt  proudly,  and   hearkened  not  unto  thy  com- 
mandments, but  finned  againft  thy  judgments,  which  if  a 
man  do.  he  fhall  live  in  them;  and  withdrew  the  fhoulder, 
and  hardened  their  neck,  and  would  not  hear.     Yet  many- 
years  didft  thou  forbear  them,  and  teftifiedft  againft  them  by 
thy  fpirit  in  thy  prophets :  yet  would  they  not  give  hear: 
therefore  gaveft  thou  them  into  the  hand  of  the  people  of 
the  finds.     Neverthelefs,  for  thy  great   mercies  fake  thou 
didft  not  utterly  con  fume  them,  nor  forfake  them  ;  for  thou 

art 


94  SACRED    LITERATURE.  Book  VIL 

art  a  gracious  and  merciful  God.  Now,  therefore,  our  God» 
the  great,  the  mighty,  and  the  terrible  God,  who  keepeft 
covenant  and  mercy;  let  not  all  the  trouble  teem  little  be- 
fore thee  that  hath  come  upon  us,  on  our  kings,  on  our 
princes,  and  on  our  priefts,  and  on  our  prophets,  and  on 
our  fathers,  and  on  all  thy  people,  lince  the  time  of  the  kings 
of  Alfyria,  unto  this  day.  Howbeit  thou  art  juft  in  all  that 
is  brought  upon  us:  for  thou  haft  done  right,  but  we  have 
done  wickedly  :  neither  have  our  kings,  our  princes,  our 
priefts,  nor  our  fathers  kept  thy  law,  nor  hearkened  unto 
thy  commandments  and  thy  teftimonies,  wherewith  thou 
didft  teftify  againft  them.  For  they  have  not  ferved  thee  in 
their  kingdom,  and  in  thy  great  goodnefs  that  thou  gaveft 
them,  and  in  the  large  and  tat  land  which  thou  gaveft  before 
them,  neither  turned  they  from  their  wicked  works.  Behold, 
we  are  fervants  this  day  ,-.  and  for  the  land  that  thou  gaveft 
unto  our  fathers,  to  eat  the  fruit  thereof,  and  the  good 
thereof,  behold,  we  are  fervants  in  it.  And  it  yieldeth  much 
increafe  unto  the  kings  whom  thou  haft  fet  over  us  becaufe 
of  our  fins  :  alfo  they  have  dominion  over  our  bodies  and 
over  our  cattle  at  their  pleafure,  and  we  are  in  great  diftrefs. 
And  becaufe  of  all  this  we  make  a  fure  covenant,  and  write  it; 
and  our  princes,  levites  and  priefts  feal  unto  it.  Neh.  9.  5 — 38. 


Ij'aiah's  prayer  fur  a  difplay  of  God's  power, 

O  H,  that  thou  wouldeft  rend  the  heavens,  that  thou 
wouldeft  come  down,  that  the  mountains  might  flow  down 
at  thy  prefence,  as  when  the  melting  fire  burneth,  the  fire 
caufeth  the  waters  to  boil,  to  make  thy  name  known  to 
thine  adverfaries,  that  the  nations  may  tremble  at  thy  pre- 
fence. When  thou  didft  terrible  things  which  we  looked 
not  for,  thou  cameft  down,  the  mountains  flowed  dow . 
thy  prefence.  For  lince  the  beginning  of  the  world  men 
have  not  heard,  nor  perceived  by  the  ear,  neither  hath  the 
eye  feen,  O  God,  befide  thee,  what  he  hath  prepared  for 
him  that  waiteth  for  him.  Thou  meeteft  him  that  rejoiceth, 
and  worketh  righteoufnels,  thofe  that  remember  thee  in  thj 
ways :  behold,  thou  art  wroth,  for  we  have  finned  :  in  thoie 
is  continuance,  and  wc  fh  ;!1  be  laved.  But  we  are  all  as  an 
unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righteouineifts  are  js  filthy  rags, 
and  we  all  do  lade  as  a  leaf,  and  our  iniquities,  like  the  wind, 
have  taken  us  away,  and  there  is  none  that  calleth  U| 
thy  name,  that  ftirreth  up  himfelf  to  take  hold  of  thee:  foi 

thou 
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thou  haft  hid  thy  face  from  us,  and  haft  confumed  us  becaufe 
of  our  iniquities.  But  now,  O  Lord,  thou  art  our  father  ; 
we  are  the  clay,  and  thou  our  potter;  and  we  all  are  the 
work  of  thy  hand.  Be  not  wroth  very  lore,  O  Lord,  neither 
remember  iniquity  for  ever:  behold,  fee,  we  befeech  thee, 
we  are  all  thy  people.  Thy  holy  cities  are  a  wildemefs, 
Zion  is  a  wildernefs,  Jerusalem  a  defolation.  Our  holy 
and  our  beautiful  houfe,  where  our  fathers  praifed  thee,  is 
burnt  up  with  fire :  and  ali  our  pleafant  things  are  laid  wafte. 
Wilt  thou  refrain  thyfelf  For  thefe  things,  O  Lord?  wilt 
thou  hold  thy  peace,  and  afflict  us  very  fore? 

Ifaiah  64.  1 — 12. 


Jeremiah's  prayer  in  a  time  of  famine. 

O  Lorp,  though  our  iniquities  teftify  againft  us,  do  thou 
it  for  thy  name's  fake:  for  our  backflidings  are  many  ,•  we 
have  finned  againft  thee.  O  the  hope  of  Ifrael,  the  iaviour 
thereof  in  time  of  trouble,  why  Ihouldeft  thou  be  as  a  ftran- 
ger  in  the  land,  and  as  a  wayfaring  man  that  tumeth  afide  to 
tarry  for  a  night?  Why  fhouldeft  thou  be  as  one  afto- 
nilhed,  as  a  mighty  man  that  cannot  fave  ?  yet  thou,  O  Lord, 
art  in  the  midft  of  us,  and  we  are  called  by  thy  name,  leave 
us  not.  Haft  thou  utterly  rejected  Judah  ?  hath  thy 
foul  loathed  Zion?  why  haft  thou  fmitten  us,  and  there  is 
no  healing  for  us?  we  looked  for  peace,  and  there  is  no 
good :  and  for  the  time  of  healing,  and  behold,  trouble.  We 
acknowledge,  O  Lord,  our  wickednefs,  and  the  iniquity  of 
our  fathers:  for  we  have  finned  againft  thee.  Do  not  abhor 
us,  for  thy  "name's  fake,  do  not  difgrace  the  throne  of  thy 
&lory :  remember,  break  not  thy  covenant  with  us.  Are 
there  any  among  the  vanities  of  the  Gentiles  that  can  caufe 
rain?  or  can  the  heavens  give  (howers?  art  not  thou  he,  O 
Lord  our  God?  therefore  we  will  wait  upon  thee  :  for  thou 
haft  made  all  thefe  things.  Jeremiah  14.  7 — 9.  19 — 22. 


Jeremiah's  prayer  in  prifon. 

AH,  Lord  God,  behold,  thou  haft  made  the  heaven  and 
the  earth  by  thy  great  power  and  ftretched  out  arm,  and 
there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  thee.  Thou  fheweft  loving 
kindnefs  unto  thoufands,  and  recompenfeft  the  iniquity  of 
the  fathers  into  the  bofom  of  their  children  after  them :  the 

great 
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great,  the  mighty  God,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  rjis  name, 
great  in  counfel,  and  mighty  in  work:,  tor  thine  eyes  are  open 
upon  all  the  ways  of  the  ions  of  men,  to  give  eyery  one 
according  to  his  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his 
doings,  which  hafc  let  figns  and  wonders  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  even  unto  this  day,  and  in  Ifrael,  and  among  other 
men,  and  haft  made  thee  a  name,  as  at  this  day,  and  haft 
brought  forth  thy  people  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
with  figns,  and  with  wonders,  and  with  a  ftrong  arm,  and 
with  a  ftretched  out  arm,  and  with  great  terror,  and  haft 
given  them  this  land,  which  thou  didft  fwear  to"  their  fathers 
to  give  them,  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  And 
they  came  in  andpoffeffed  it,  but  they  obeyed  not  thy  voice, 
neither  walked  in  thy  law,  they  have  done  nothing  of  all 
that  thou  .commandeft  them  to  do:  therefore  thou  haft 
caufed  all  this  evil  to  come  upon  them.  Behold  the  mounts, 
they  are  come  unto  the  city  to  take  it,  and  the  city  is  given 
into  the  hand  of  the  Chaldeans  that  fight  againft  it,  becaufe 
of  the  fword,  and  of  the  famine,  and  of  the  peftilence  ;  and 
what  thou  haft  fpoken  is  come  topafs;  and,  behold,  thou 
ieeft  it.  And  thou  haft  faid  unto  me,  O  Lord  God,  buy 
thee  the  field  for  money,  and  take  witneifes :  for  the  city  is 
given  into  the  hands  of  the  Chaldeans.  Jeremiah  32.  17 — 25. 


David's  /application  and  prayer. 

O  Lord,  the  great  and  dreadful  God,  keeping  the  cove- 
nant and  mercy  to  them  that  love  him,  and  to  them  that 
keep  his  commandments ;  we  have  finned,  and  have  com- 
mitted iniquity,  and  have  done  wickedly,  and  have  rebelled, 
even  by  departing  from  thy  precepts,  and  from  thy  judgments : 
neither  have  we  hearkened  unto  thy  fervants  the  prophets, 
which  fpake  in  thy  name  to  our  kings,  our  princes,  and  our 
fathers,  and  to  all  the  people  of  the  land.  O  Lord,  righ- 
teoulhefs  belongeth  unto  thee,  but  unto  us  confulion  of 
feces,  as  at  this  day  ;  to  the  men  of  Judah,  and  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Jerufalem,  and  unto  all  Ifrael,  that  are  near,  and 
are  far  o!f,  through  all  the  countries  whither  thou  haft 
driven  them,  becaufe  of  their  trefpafs  that  they  have  tiel- 
paffed  againft  thee.  O  Lord,  to  us  belongeth  confufion  of 
face,  to  our  kings,  to -our  princes,  and  to  our  Lthers,  becaufe 
we  have  finned  againft  thee.  To  the  Lord  our  God  belong 
mercies  and  iorgivenefles,  though  we  have  rebelled  againft 
him,  neither  have  we  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  our  God, 

to 
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to  walk  in  his  laws  which  he  fet  before  us  by  his  fervants  the 
prophets.  Yea,  all  Ifrael  have  tranfgreffed  thy  law  even  by 
departing,  that  they  might  not  obey  thy  voice:  therefore  the 
curfe  is  poured  upon  us,  and  the  oath  that  is  written  in  the 
law  of  Moles  the  fervant  of  God,  becaufe  we  have  finned 
againft  him.  And  he  hath  confirmed  his  words  which  he 
fpake  againft  us,  and  againft  our  judges  that  judged  us,  by 
bringing  upon  us  a  great  evil :  for  under  the  whole  heaven 
hath  not  been  done  as  hath  been  done  upon  Jerufalem.  As 
it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  all  this  evil  is  come  upon 
us:  yet  made  we  not  our  prayer  before  the  Lord  our  God, 
that  we  might  turn  from  our  iniquities,  and  underftand  thy 
truth.  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  watched  upon  the  evil,  and 
brought  it  upon  us  :  for  the  Lord  our  God  is  righteous 
in  all  his  works  which  he  doeth:  for  we  obeyed  not  his 
voice.  And  now,  O  Lord  our  God  that  haft  brought  thy 
people  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  with  a  mighty  hand, 
and  haft  gotten  thee  renown  as  at  this  day  ,•  we  have  finned, 
we  have  done  wickedly.  O  Lord,  according  to  all  thy  righ- 
teoufnefs,  I  befeech  thee,  let  thine  anger  and  thy  fury  be 
turned  away  from  thy  city  Jerufalem,  thy  holy  mountain: 
becaufe  for  our  fins  and  for  the  iniquities  of  our  fathers, 
Jerufalem  and  thy  people  are  become  a  reproach  to  all  that  are 
about  us.  Now  therefore,  O  our  God,  hear  the  pray- 
er of  thy  fervant,  and  hisfupplications,  and  caufe  thy  face  to 
ihine  upon  thy  fanctuary  that  is  defolate,  for  the  Lord's  fake. 
O  my  God,  incline  thine  ear,  and  hear:  open  thine  eyes, 
and  behold  our  defolations,  and  the  city  which  is  called  by 
thy  name :  for  we  do  not  prefent  our  ^applications  before 
thee  for  our  righteoufneffes,  but  for  thy  great  mercies.  O 
Lord,  hear,  O  Lord,  forgive;  O  Lord,  hearken,  and  do ; 
defer  not,  for  thine  own  fake,  O  my  God  :  for  thy  city  and 
thy  people  are  called  by  thy  name.  Daniel  9.  4 — 19. 


Jonah's  prayer. 

I  ceird  by  reafon  of  mine  affliction  unto  the  Lord,  and 
he  heard  me :  out  of  the  belly  of  hell  cried  I,  and  thou 
heardeft  my  voice.  For  thou  hadft  caft  me  into  the  deep, 
in  the  midft  of  the  feas ;  and  the  floods  compaffed  me  about : 
all  thy  billows  and  thy  waves  palTed  over  me.  Then  I  faid, 
I  am  caft  out  of  thy  fight :  yet  I  will  look  again  toward  thy 
holy  temple.  The  waters  compaffed  me  about  even  to  the 
foul,  the  depth  clofed  me  round  about,  the  weeds  were 
wrapped  about  my  head.     I  went  down  to  the  bottoms  of 
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the  mountains :  the  earth  with  her  bars  was  about  me  for 
ever:  yet  haft  thou  brought  up  my  life  from  corruption,  O 
Lord,  my  God.  When  my  foul  fainted  within  me,  1  re- 
membered the  Lord:  and  my  prayer  came  in  unto  thee, 
into  thine  holy  temple.  They  that  obferve  lying  vanities 
forfake  their  own  mercy.  But  I  will  iacrifice  unto  thee 
with  the  voice  of  thankigiymg ;  1  will  pay  that  that  I  have 
vowed.     Salvation  is  ol  the  Lord.  Jonah  2.  2 — 9. 


Prayer  and  complaint  of  the  ~Jew\j\i  church. 

WOE  is  me  !  lor  T  am  as  when  they  have  gathered  the 
fummer  fruits,  as  the  grape  gleanings  of  the  vintage:  there 
is  no  clufter  to  eat  :  my  foul  defired  the  firft  ripe  fruit.  The 
good  man  is  perilhed  out  of  the  earth,  and  there  is.  none 
upright  among  men :  they  all  lie  in  wait  for  blood:  they 
hunt  every  man  his  brother  with  a  net.  That  they  may  do 
evil  with  both  hand';  eameftly,  the  prince  aiketh,  and  the 
judge  nfketh  for  a  reward :  and  the  great  man  he  uttereth 
his  mifchievous  clelire:  i'o  the}-  wrap  it  up.  The  beft  of 
them  is  a  briar:  the  moft  upright  is  (harper  bhan  a  thorn- 
hedge:  the  day  of  thy  watchmen,  and  thy  vifitation  cometh  ; 
now  (hall  be  their  perplexity.  Truft  ye  not  in  a  friend,  put 
ye  not  confidence  in  a  guide:  keep  the  doors  of  thy  mouth 
from  her  that  lieth  in  thy  Deform.  For  the  fon  difhonoureth 
the  father,  the  daughter  rifetb  up  agahrfi  her  mother,  the 
daughter-in-law  againfl  her  mother-in-law  ;  a  man's  enemies 
are  the  men  of  his  own  houie.  Therefore  1  will  look  unto, 
the  Lord:  1  will  wait  for  the  God  of  my  falvation:  my 
God  will  hi-  if  me.  Rejoice  not  againft  me,  O  mine  enemy : 
when  I  fall,  I  (hall  arile  ;  when  I  fit  in  darknefs,  the  Lord 
(hall  be  a  light  unto  me.  1  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the 
Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned  againft  him,  until  he  plead 
caufe,  and  execute  judgment  for  me  :  he  will  bring  me  forth 
to  the  light,  and  I  (hail  behold  his  righteoufnefs.  Then  (he 
that  is  mine  enemy  (hall  fee  it,  and  (name  lhall  cover  her  : 
which  faid  unto  me,  Where  is  the  Lord  thy  God?  mine 
eyes  lhall  behold  her:  now  (hall  (he  be  trodden  down  as  the 
mire'  of  the  rrreets.  In  tl  e  da)  that  thy  walls  ate  to  be 
■     ilt,  in  that  day ThaU  Hb,e  de<  moved.     In  that 

1    v         0   he   (hall   come  even  to  thee    from    AfTyria,    and 
from    t:  arid    horn    the    fortrefa     even 

the    rivi    ,  fea,    and   from    mountain 
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hecaufe  of  them  that  dwell  therein,  for  the  fruit  of 
their  doings.  Feed  thy  people  with  thy  rod,  the  flock  of 
thine  heritage,  which  dwell  folitarily  in  the  wood,  in  (he 
midft  of  Carmel :  let  them  feed  in  Bafhan  and  Gilead,  as  in 
the  days  of  old.  According  to  the  days  of  thy  comin<?  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt  will  I  (hew  unto  him  marvellous  things. 
The  nations  (hall  fee,  and  be  confounded  at  all  their  might : 
they  (hall  lay  their  hand  upon  their  mouth,  their  ears  Shall 
be  deaf.  They  (hall  lick  the  drift  like  a  ferpent,  they  {hall 
move  out  of  their  holes  like  worms  of  the  earth  :  they  (hall 
be  afraid  of  the  Lord  our  God,  and  (hall  fear  becaufe  of 
thee.  Who  is  a  god  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity, 
and  paffeth  by  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  remnant  of  his  heri- 
tage? he  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he  de- 
lighteth  in  mercy.  He  will  turn  again,  he  will  have  com- 
panion upon  us:  he  will  fubdue  our  iniquities:  and 
thou  wilt  caft  all  their  fins  into  the  depths  of  the  fea.  Thou 
wilt  perform  the  truth  to  Jacob,  and  the  mercy  to  Abraham, 
which  thou  haft  fworn  unto  our  fathers  from  the  days  of  old. 

Micah  7  chapter. 

Tie  prayer  of  Habattuk. 
O  Lord,  I  have  heard  thy  fpeech,  and  was  afraid:  O 
Lord,  revive  thy  work  in  the  midft  of  the  years,  in  the 
midft  of  the  years  make  known :  in  wrath  remember  mercy. 
God  came  from  Teman,  and  the  holy  One  from  Mount 
Paran.  Selah.  His  glory  covered  the  heavens,  and  the  earth 
was  full  of  his  praile.  And  his  brightnefs  was  as  the  light, 
he  had  horns  coming  out  of  his  hand,  and  there  was  the 
hiding  of  his  power.  Before  him  went  the  peftilence,  and 
burning  coals  went  forth  at  his  feet.  He  ftood,  and  mealured 
the  earth  :  he  beheld,  and  drove  afunder  the  nations,  and  the 
everlafting  mountains  were  fcattered,  the  perpetual  hills  did 
bow :  his  ways  are  everlafting.  I  faw  the  tents  of  Cufhan  in 
affliction  :  and  the  curtains  of  the  land  of  Midian  did  tremble 
Was  the  Lord  difp leafed  againft  the  rivers?  was  thine  an*er 
againft  the  rivers?  was  thy  wrath  againft  the  fea,  that  thou 
didft  ride  upon  thine  horles,  and  thy  chariots  of  falvation  ? 
Thy  bow  was  made  quite  naked,  according  to  the  oaths  of 
the  tribes,  even  thy  word.  Selah.  Thou  didft  cleave  the 
earth  with  rivers.  The  mountains  faw  thee,  and  they  trem- 
bled :  the  overflowing  of  the  water  palled  by :  the  deep  uttered 
ms  voice,  and  hfted  up  his  hands  on  high.  The  fun  and 
moon  ftood  ftill  in  their  habitation :  at  the  light  of  thine 
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arrows  they  went,  and  at  the  (hiningof  thy  glittering  fpear. 

Thou  didft  march  through  the  land  in  indignation,  thou 
didft  threfh  the  heathen  in  anger.  Thou  wenteft  forth  for 
theTalvation  of'  thy  people,  even  lor  falvation  with  thine 
anointed;  thou  woundeft  the  head  out  of  the  houfe  of  the 
wicked,  by  difcovering  the  foundation  unto  the  neck.  Selah, 
Thou  didft  ftrike  through  with  his  ftaves  the  head  of  his  vil- 
lages: they  came  out  as  a  whirlwind  to  fcatter  me:  their  re- 
joicing was  as  to  devour  the  poor  lecretly.  Thou  didft  walk 
through  the  fca  with  thine  horfes,  through  the  heap  of 
great  waters.  When  I  heard,  my  belly  trembled:  my  lips 
quivered  at  the  voice:  rottennefs  entered  into  my  bones, 
and  1  trembled  in  fnyfelf  that  I  might  reft  in  the  day  of 
trouble:  when  he  cometh  up  unto  the  people,  he  will  in- 
vade them  with  his  troops.  Although  the  fig  tree  (hall  not 
bloffom,  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the 
olive  fhall  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock 
Avail  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  (hall  be  no  herd  in 
the  flails :  Yet  I  will  rejoice-in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
God  of  my  falvation.  The  Lord  God  is  my  ftrength,  and 
he  will  make  my  feet  like  hinds  feet,  and  he  will  make  me 
to  walk  upon  mine  high  places.  Habakkuk  3.  2 — 19. 


Tke  prayer  of  EJdras. 

O  Lord,  thou  that  dwelleft  in  everlaftingnefs,  whi 
holdeft  from  above,  things  in  the  heaven  and  in  the  air, 
whofe  throne  is  ineftimable,  whole  glory  may  not  be  com- 
prehended, before  whom  the  hofts  of  angels  ftand  with 
trembling,  whole  fervice  is  converfant  in  wind  and  lire, 
whofe  word  is  true  and  fayings  conftant,  whofe  command- 
ment is  ftrong,  and  ordinance  fearful,  whofe  looks  drieth  up 
the  depths,  and  indignation  maketh  the  mountains  to  melt 
away,  which  the  truth  witnelleth.  O  hear  the  prayer  ol 
thy  iervant,  and  give  ear  to  the  petition  of  thy  creatine. — 
For  while  I  live,  I  will  i'peak  ;  and  fo  long  as  I  have  under- 
flanding,  I  will  anfwer.  Q  look  not  upon  thefinsofthy 
people1:  but  on  them  which  ferve  thee  in  truth.  R 
not  the  wicked  inventions  of  the  heathen  ;  but  the  defire  o[' 
thofe  that  keep  thy  tcftimonics  in  afflictions.  Think  not 
upon  thofe  that  have  walked  feignedly  before  thee  ;  but  re- 
member them  which,  according  to  thy  will,  have  known 
thy  fear.  Let  it  not  be  thy  will  to  deftroy  them  which  have 
lived  like  beafts ;  but  to  look  upon  them  that  have  clearly 
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taught  thy  law.  Take  thou  no  indignation  at  them  which 
are  deemed  worfe  than  beafts  ;  but  love  them  that  alway  put 
their  truft  in  thy  righteoufnefs  and  glory.  For  we  and  our 
lathers  do  languifh  of  fuch  difeafes:  but  becaufe  of  us  fin- 
ners,  thou  (halt  be  called  merciful.  For  if  thou  haft  a  defire 
to  have  mercy  upon  us,  thou  (halt  be  called  merciful,  to  us 
namely,  that  have  no  works  of  righteoufnefs.  For  the  juft, 
which  have  many  good  works  laid  up  with  thee,  fhall  out  of 
their  own  deeds  receive  reward.  For  what  is  man  that  thou 
fhouldeft  take  difpleafure  at  him?  or  what  is  a  corruptible 
generation,  that  thou  fhouldeft  be  fo  bitter  toward  it?  For  in 
truth  there  is  no  man  among  them  that  be  born,  but  he 
hath  dealt  wickedly  ;  and  among  the  faithful  there  is  none 
which  hath  not  doneamifs.  For  in  this,  O  Lord,  thy  righ- 
teoufnefs and  thy  goodnefs  (hall  be  declared,  if  thou  be 
merciful  unto  them  which  have  not  the  confidence  of  good 
works.  2  EfdrasS.  20— 36. 


Prayer  of  To!  it. 

O  Lord  thou  art  juft,  and  all  thy  works  and  all  thy 
ways  are  mercy  and  truth,  and  thou  judged  truly  and  juftly 
fur  ever.  Remember  me,  and  look  on  me,  puniih  me  not 
for  my  fins  and  ignorances,  and  the  fins  of  my  fathers,  who 
have  finned  before  thee :  For  they  obeyed  not  thy  com- 
mandments ;  wherefore  thou  haft  delivered  us  for  a  fpoil,  and 
unto  captivity,  and  unto  death,  and  for  a  proverb  of  re- 
proach to  all  the  nations  among  whom  we  are  difperfed.  And 
now  thy  judgments  are  many  and  true :  deal  with  me 
according  to  my  fins,  and  my  fathers  :  becaufe  we  have  not 
kept  thy  commandments,  neither  have  walked  in  truth  be- 
fore the*  Now  therefore  deal  with  me  as  feemeth  beft  unto 
thee,  anl  command  my  fpirit  to  be  taken  from  me,  that  I 
may  be  dillolved,  and  become  earth  :  for  it  is  profitable  for 
me  to  die  rather  than  to  live,  becaufe  I  have  heard  falfe  re- 
proaches, and  have  much  forrow:  command  therefore  that 
1  may  now  be  delivered  out  of  this  diftrefs,  and  go  into  the 
evcrhfting  place  :  turn  not  thy  face  away  from  me. 

Tubit  3.  2—6. 


Sara's  prayer. 
BLESSED  art  thou,  O  Lord  my  God,  and  thine  holy 
and  glorious  name  is  blelfed  and  honourable  for  ever  :  let  all 
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thy  works  praife  thee  for  ever.  And  now,  O  Lord,  I  fct 
mine  eyes  and  my  face  toward  thee,  v.nd  fay,  take  me  out  of 
the  earth,  that  I  may  hear  no  more  the  reproach.  Thou 
knoweft,  Lord,  that  I  am  pure  from  all  fin  with  man,  arid 
that  I  never  polluted  my  name,  nor  the  name  of  my  father 
in  the  land  of  my  captivity  :  I  am  the  only  daughter  of  my 
father,  neither  hath  he  any  child  to  be  his  heir,  neither  any 
near  kinfman,  nor  any  ton  of  his  alive,  to  whom  I  may  keep 
myfelf  for  a  wife;  my  feven  hufbands  are  already  dead,  and 
why  mould  I  live?  but  if  it  pleale  not  thee  that  I  fhould  die, 
command  fome  regard  to  be  had  of  me,  and  pity  taken  of 
me,  that  I  hear  no  more  reproach.  Toblt  3.  1 1 — 15. 


Prayer  of  Toll  as. 

BLESSED  art  thou,  O  God  of  our  fathers,  and  blefled 
is  thy  holy  and  glorious  name  for  ever;  let  the  heavens  blels 
thee,  and  all  thy  creatures.  Thou  madeft  Adam,  and  gaveft: 
him  Eve  his  wife  for  an  helper  and  (lay:  of  them  came  man- 
kind: thou  haft  laid,  It  is  not  good  that  man  fhould  be 
alone ;  let  us  make  unto  him  an  aid  like  unto  himfelf.  And 
now,  O  Lord,  I  take  not  this  my  lifter  for  luft,  but  upright- 
ly: therefore  mercifully  ordain,  that  we  may  become  aged 
together.      And-  Ihe  laid  with  him,  Amen.      Tobit  8.  5 — o. 


Prayer  of  Judith. 

O  Lord  God  of  my  father  Simeon,  to  whom  thou  gaveft 
a  fword  to  take  vengeance  of  the  ftrangers,  who  loofened  the 
girdle  of  a  maid  to  defile  her,  and  di  ['covered  the  thigh  to 
her  fhame,  and  polluted  her  virginity  to  her  reproach  (for 
thou  faidft,  it  fl  1  all  not  be  fo,  and  yet  they  did  lo;)  where- 
fore thou  gaveft  their  rulers  to  be  (lain,  ioth.it  they  dyed 
their  bed  in  blood,  being  deceived,  and  fmoteft  the  fenranl  ■ 
with  their  lords,  and  the  lords  upon  their  thrones;  and 
haft  given  their  wives  for  a  prey,  and  their  daughters  to  be 
captives,  and  all  their  fpoils  to  be  divided  nmongft  thy  dear 
children  ;  which  were  moved  with  thy  zeal,  and  abhorred 
the  pollution  of  their  blood,  and  called  upon  thee  for  aid  : 
O  God,  O  my  God,  hear  me  alio  a  widow.  For  thou  haft 
wrought  not  only  thole  things,  but  alio  the  things  which 
fell  out  before,  and  which  enlued  alrer,  thou  haft  thought 
upon  the  tilings  which  are  now,  and  which  are  to  come. 
Yea,  what  things  thou  didft  determine  were  ready  at  hand. 

and 
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and  faid,  Lo,  we  are  here :  for  all  thy  ways  are  prepared, 
and  thy  judgments  are  in  thy  foreknowledge.     For  behold, 
the  Alfyrians  are  multiplied  in  their  power ;  they  are  exalt- 
ed with  horfe  and  man  ;  they  glory  in  the  ftrength  of  their 
footmen  ;  they  truft  in  fhield,  and  fpear,  and  bow,  and  fling  ; 
and  know  not  that  thou  art  the  Lord  that  break  eft  the  bat- 
tles :  the  Lord  is  thy  name.     Throw  down  their  ft  length  m 
thy  power,  and  bringdown  their  force  in  thy  wrath:  for 
they  have  purpofed  "to  defile  thy  fanftuary,  and  to  pollute 
the  tabernade,  where  thy  glorious  name  refteth,  and  to  call 
down  with  fword  the  horn  of  thy  altar.    Behold  their  pride, 
and  fend  thy  wrath   upon  their  heads:  give  into  mine  hand, 
which  am  a  widow,  the  power  that  1  have  conceived.    Smite 
by  the  deceit  of  my  lips  the  fervant  with  the  prince,  and  the 
prince  with  the  fervant :  break  down  their  ftatelinefs  by  the 
hand  of  a  woman.  For  thy  power  ftandeth  not  in  multitude, 
nor  thy  might  in  ftrong  men  :  for  thou  art  a  God  of  the  af- 
flicted, an  helper  of  the  oppreffed,  an  upholder  of  the  weak, 
a  protestor  of  the  forlorn,  a  faviour  of  them  that  arc  without 
hope.     I  pray  thee,  I  pray  thee,  O  God  of  my  father,  and 
God  of  the  inheritance  of  Ifrael,  Lord  of  the  heavens  an4 
earth,  Creator  of  the  waters,  King  of  every  creature,  hear 
thou  my  prayer :  And  make  my  fpeech  and  deceit  to  be  their 
wound  and  ftripe,  who  have  purpofed  cruel  things  againft 
thy  covenant,  and  thy  hallowed  houfe,  and  againft  the  top 
<:i  Sion,  and  againfl:  the  houfe  of  the  poffeffion  of  thy  child- 
ren.   And  make  every  nation  and  tribe  to  acknowledge,  that 
thou  art  the  God  of  all  power  and  might,  and  that  there  is 
none  other  that  protefteth  the  people  of  Ifrael,  but  thou. 

Judith  9.  2 — 14. 


Prayer  of  Mardockeus. 

O  Lord,  Lord,  the  King  Almighty :  for  the  whole  world 
is  in  thy  power,  and  if  thou  haft  appointed  to  fave  Ifrael, 
there  is  no  man  that  can  gainfay  thee:  For  thou  haft  made  hea- 
ven and  earth,  and  all  the  wondrous  things  under  the  heaven. 
Thou  art  Lord  of  all  things,  and  there  is  no  man  that  can 
refift  thee,  which  art  the  Lord.  Thou  knoweft  all  things, 
and  thou  knoweft,  Lord,  that  it  was  neither  in  contempt  nor 
pride,  nor  for  any  defire  of  glory,  that  I  did  not  bow  down 
to  proud  Ha  man.  For  I  could  have  been  content  with  good- 
will, for  the  falvation  of  Ifrael,  to  kil's  the  foles  of  his  feet. 
But  I  did  this,  that  I  might  not  prefer  the  glory  of  man 

above 
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above  the  glory  of  God  :  neither  will  I  worfhip  3ny  but  thee, 
O  God,  neither  will  I  do  it  in  pride.  And  now,  O  Lord 
God,  and  King,  fpare  thy  people:  for  their  eyes  are  upon 
us  to  bring  us  to  nought ;  yea,  they  deiire  to  deftroy  the  in- 
heritance that  hath  been  thine  from  the  beginning.  Delpife 
not  the  portion  which  thou  haft  delivered  out  of  Egypt  for 
thine  own  felf.  Hear  my  prayer,  and  be  merciful  to  thine 
inheritance:  turn  our  farrow  into  joy,  that  we  may  live,  O 
Lord,  and  praife  thy  name  :  and  deftroy  not  the  mouths  of 
them  that  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  EJher  n.  9—17. 


Prayer  of  queen  Ejlher. 
O  my  Lord,  thou  only  art  our  King:  help  me  defolate 
woman,  which  have  no  helper  but  thee  :  For  my  danger  is 
in  mine  hand.  From  my  youth  up  I  have  heard  in  the  tribe 
of  my  family,  that  thou,  O  Lord,  tookeft  Ifrael  from  among 
all  people,  and  our  fathers  from  among  all  their  predeceffors, 
for  a  perpetual  inheritance,  and  thou  haft  performed  what- 
ibevcr  thou  didft  promife  them.  And  now,  we  have  fini 
before  thee:  therefore  haft  thou  given  us  into  the  hands  of 
our  enemies,  becaufe  we  worshipped  their  gods:  O  Lord, 
thou  art  righteous.  Neverthelefs",  it  fatisfieth  them  not, 
that  we  are  in  bitter  captivity:  but  they  have  ftricken  hands 
with  their  idols,  that  they  will  abolifh  the  thing  that  thou 
with  thy  mouth  haft  ordained,  and  deftroy  thine  inheritance, 
and  ftop  the  mouth  of  them  that  praife  thee,  and  quench  the 
glory  of  thy  houfe,  and  of  thine  altar,  and  open  the  mouths  of 
the  heathen,  to  fet  forth  thepraifes  of  the  idols,  and  to  mag- 
nify a  flefhly  king  for  ever.  O  Lord,  give  not  thy  icepter 
unto  them  that  he  nothing,  and  let  them  not  laugh  at  our 
fell  ;  but  turn  their  device  upon  them  Pelves,  and  make  him 
an  example  that  hatth  begun  this  againft  us.  Remember,  O 
Lord,  make  thyfelf  known  in  time  of  our  affliction,  and  give 
me  boldnefs,  O  King  of  the  nations,  and  Lord  of  all  power. 
Give  me  eloquent  fpeech  in  my  mouth  before  the  lion:  turn 
his  heart  to  hate  him  that  fighteth  againft  us,  that  the 
may  be  an  end  of  him,  and  of  all  that  are  like-minded  to  him  : 
But  deliver  us  with  thine  hand,  and  help  me,  that  am  defo- 
late,  and  which  have  no  other  helper  but  thee.  Thou 
knowell  all  things,  O  Lord  ;  thou  knowefl  that  1  hate  the 
glory  of  the  unrighteous,  and  abhqr  the  bed  of  the  un- 
circumcifed,  and  of  all  the  heathen.    Tho  tmyne- 

cefTity:  for  I  abhor  he  fign  of  my  h  I  .-,  which  is  upon 

mine  head,  in  the  days  wherein  I  Ihevv  myfelf,  and  that  I 

abhor 
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abhor  it  as  a  menftruous  rag,  and  that  I  wear  it  not  when  I 
am  private  by  myfelf,  and  that  thine  handmaid  hath  not 
eaten  at  Hainan's  table,  and  that  I  have  not  greatly  efteemed 
the  king's  feaft,  nor  drunk  the  wine  of  the  drink-offerings. 
Neither  had  thine  handmaid  any  joy  fince  the  day  that  I  was 
brought  hither,  to  this  prefent,  but  in  thee,  O  Lord  God 
of  Abraham.  O  thou  mighty  God  above  all,  hear  the  voice 
of  the  forlorn,  and  deliver  us  out  of  the  hands  of  the  mif- 
chievous,  and  deliver  me  out  of  my  fear.     Ejiher  14.  3 — 19. 


Prayer  for  wifdom, 

O  God  of  my  fathers,  and  Lord  of  mercy,  who  haft  made 
all  things  with  thy  word,  and  ordained  man  through  thy 
wifdom,  that  lie  fhould  have  dominion  over  the  creatures 
which  thou  haft  made,  and  order  the  world  according  to 
equity  and  righteoufnels,  and  execute  judgment  with  an  up- 
right heart :  give  me  wifdom  that  fitteth  by  thy  throne, 
and  reje&  me  not  from  among  thy  children:  for  I  thy  fcr- 
vant,  and  fon  of  thine  handmaid,  am  a  feeble  perfon,  and  of 
a  fhort  time,  and  too  young  for  the  underftanding  of  judg- 
ment and  laws.  For  though  a  man  be  ever  fo  perfect  among 
the  children  of  men,  yet  if  thy  wifdom  be  not  with  him,  he 
fhall  be  nothing  regarded.  Thou  haft  chofen  me  to  be  a  king 
of  thy  people,  and  a  judge  of  thy  fons  and  daughters.  Thou 
haft  commanded  me  to  build  a  temple  upon  thy  holy  mount, 
and  an  altar  in  the  city  wherein  thou  dwelleft,  a  refemblance 
of  the  holy  tabernacle  which  thou  haft  prepared  from  the  be- 
ginning. And  wifdom  was  with  thee:  which  knoweth  thy 
works,  and  was  prefent  when  thou  madeft  the  world,  and 
knew  what  was  acceptable  hi  thy  fight,  and  right  in  thy  com- 
mandments  :  O  fend  her  out  of  thy  holy  heavens,  and  from 
the  throne  of  thy  glory,  that  being  prefent  Che  may  labour 
with  me,  that  I  may  know  what  is  pleating  unto  thee.  For 
fiie  knoweth  and  underftandeth  all  things,  that  (he  fhall  lead* 
me  foberly  in  my  doings,  and  preferve  me  in  her  power.  So 
fhall  my  works  be  acceptable,  and  then  lhall  I  judge  thy  peo- 
ple righteoufly,  and  be  worthy  to  fit  in  my  father's  feat.  For 
what  man  is  he  that  can  know  the  counfel  of  God  ;  or  who 
can  think  what  the  will  of  the  Lord  is !  For  the  thoughts  of 
mortal  men  are  miferable,  and  our  devices  are  but  uncertain. 
For  the  corruptible  body  preHeth  down  the  foul,  and  the 
earthly  tabernacle  weigheth  down  the  mind  that  mui'eth  upon 
many  things,     And  hardly  do  we  guefs  aright  at  things  that 

are 
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are  upon  earth,  and  with  labour  do  we  find  the  things  that 
are  before  us:  but  the  things  that  are  in  heaven,  who  hath 
i'earched  out  ?  And  thy  counfel  who  hath  known,  except 
thou  give  wifdom,  and  fcid  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  above? 
For  fo  the  ways  of  them  which  lived  on  the  earth  were  re- 
formed, and  men  were  r,  light  the  things  that  are  pleating 
unto  thee,  and  were  laved  through  wifdom.     VV'ihlum  9,  < 

Prayer  of  J  ejus  the  fon  of  Sirach. 

I  will  thank  thee,  O  Lord  and  King,  and  praife  thee,  O 
God  my  Saviour,  I  do  give  praife  unto  thy  name:  for  thou 
art  my  defender  and  helper,  and  haft  preferved  my  body 
from  deftruction,  and  from  the  fnare  of  the  flanderous  tongue, 
and  from  the  lips  that  forge  lies,  and  haft  been  mine  helper 
againft  mine  adverfaries :  And  haft  delivered  me  according 
to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  and  greatnefs  of  thy  name, 
from  the  teeth  of  them  that  were  ready  to  devour  me,  and 
out  of  the  hands  of  fuch  as  fought  after  my  life,  and  from  the 
manifold  afflictions  which  I  had  ;  from  the  choking  ot  I 
on  every  fide,  and  from  the  midft  of  fire  which  1  kindled  not  ; 
from  the  depth  of  the  belly  of  hell,  from  an  unclean  tongue, 
and  from  lying  words:  by  an  actuation  to  the  king  from  an 
unrighteous  tongue,  my  foul  drew  near  even  unto  death,  my 
life  was  near  to  the  heil  beneath.  They  coin  pa  (fed  me  on 
every  fide,  and  there  was  no  man  to  help  me  :  I  looked  for 
the  fuccour  of  men,  but  there  was  none.  Then  thought  I 
upon  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  and.  upon  thy  afrs  of  old,  how 
thou  delivereft  fuch  as  wait  for  thee,  and  fa v eft  them  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  enemies.  Then  lifted  1  up  my  fuppiication 
irom  the  earth,  and  prayed  for  deliverance  from  death.  I 
called  upon  the  Lord  the  Father  of  my  Lord,  that  he  would 
not  leave  me  in  the  days  of  my  trouble,  and  in  the  time  of 
the  proud,  when  there  was  no  help.  I  will  praife  thy  name 
continually,  and  will  fing  praife  with  thankl'giving  ;  and  fo 
my  prayer  was  heard ;  for  thou  favedft  me  from  deitruclion, 
and  deliveiedft  me  from  the  evil  time:  therefore  will  1  give 
thanks  and  praife  thee,  and  blefs  thy  name,  O  Lord. 
When  I  was  yet  young,  or  ever  I  went  abroad,  I  defired 
vrifdom  openly  in  my  prayer.  1  prayed  for  her  before  the 
temple,  and  will  feek  her  out  even  to  the  end.  Even  from 
the  flower,  till  the  grape  was  ripe,  hath  my  heart  delighted 
|n  her;  my  foot  went  the  right  way,  from  my  youth  up 
fought  I  alter  her.  I  bowed  down  mine  ear  a  little,  and  re- 
ceived her,   and   gat   much  learning.     I  profited  therein, 

therefore 
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therefore  will  I  afcribe  the  glory  unto  him  that  giveth  me 
wifdom.  For  I  purpofed  to  do  alter  her,  and  earneftly  1  fol- 
lowed that  which  is  good ;  fo  fhall  I  not  be  confounded. 
My  foul  hath  wreftled  with  her,  and  in  my  doings  I  was 
exacl :  I  ftretched  forth  my  hands  to  the  heaven  above,  and 
bewailed  my  ignorances  of  her.  1  directed  my  foul  unto 
her,  and  1  found  her  in  purenefs :  I  have  had  my  heart  join- 
ed with  her  from  the  beginning,  therefore  fhall  I  not  be  for- 
faken.  My  heart  was  troubled  in  feeking  her :  therefore  have 
I  gotten  a  good  poffeffion.  The  Lord  hath  given  me  a 
tongue  for  my  reward,  and  I  will  praife  him  therewith. 
Draw  near  unto  me,  ye  unlearned,  and  dwell  in  the  houfe  ot 
learning.  Wherefore  are  ye  flow,  and  what  fay  ye  of  thefe 
things,  feeing  your  fouls  are  very  thirfty.  I  opened  my' 
mouth,  and  laid,  Buy  her  for  yourielves  without  money. 
Put  your  neck  under  the  yoke,  and  let  your  foul  receive  in- 
ftru6tion  ;  fheis  hard  at  hand  to  find.  Behold  with  your  eyes, 
how  that  I  have  had  but  little  labour,  and  have  gotten  unto 
me  much  reft.  Get  learning  with  a  great  fum  of  money, 
and  get  much  gold  by  her.  Let  your  foul  rejoice  in  his 
mercy,  and  be  not  afhamed  of  his  praife.  Work  your  work 
betimes,  and  in  his  time  he  will  give  you  your  reward. 

Eec.  51.  1—30* 


Prayer  and  confejfion  of  the  Jems  at  Babylon. 
TO  the  Lord  our  God  belongeth  righteoufnefs,  but  unto 
us  the  confufion  of  faces,  as  it  is  come  to  pais  this  day  unto 
them  ofjuda,  and  to  the  inhabitants  ofjerufalem,  and  to  our 
kings,  and  to  our  princes,  and  to  our  priefts.and  to  our  pro- 
phets, and  to  our  fathers.  For  we  have  finned  before  the 
Lord,  and  difobeyed  him,  and  have  not  hearkened  unto  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  our  God,  to  walk  in  the  commandments 
that  he  gave  us  openly  :  fince  the  day  that  the  Lord  brought 
our  forefathers  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  unto  this  preient 
day,  we  have  been  difobedient  unto  the  Lord  our  God,  and 
we  have  been  negligent  in  not  hearing  his  voice.  Wherefore 
the  evils  cleaved  unto  us,  and  the  curfe  which  the  Lord  ap- 
pointed by  Moles  his  fervant,  at  the  time  that  be  brought 
our  fathers  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  to  give  us  a  land  that 
floweth  with  milk  and  honey,  like  as  it  is  to  fee  this  day. 
Neverthelefs,  we  have  not  hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  according  unto  all  the  words  of  the  pro- 
phets, whom  he  lent  unto  us:  but  every  man  followed  the 
imagination  of  his  own    wicked  heart,    to  ferve  ftrange 

gods, 
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gods,  and  to  do  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  our  God. 
Therefore  the  Lord  hath  made  good  his  word,  which 
he  pronounced  againft  us,  and  againft  our  judges  that 
judged  Ifrael,  and  againft  our  kings,  and  againft  our 
princes,  and  againft  the  men  of  Ifrael  and  Juda,  to  bri 
upon  us  great  plagues,  fuch  as  never  happened  under  the 
whole  heaven,  as  it  came  to  pals  in  Jerulaiem,  according  to 
the  things  that  were  written  in  the  law  of  Moles,  that  a 
man  fhould  eat  the  flefh  of  his  own  fori,  and  the  flefh  of  his 
own  daughter.  Moreover,  he  hath  delivered  them  to  be 
in  fubje6tion  to  all  the  kingdoms  that  are  round  about  us, 
to  be  as  a  reproach  and  defolation  among  all  the  people 
round  about,  where  the  Lord  hath  fcattered  them.  Thus 
we  were  caft  down,  and  not  exalted,  becaufe  we  have  finned 
againft  the  Lord  cur  God,  and  have  not  been  obedient  unto 

voice.  To  the  Lord  our  God  appettaineth  righteouf- 
nefs:  but  unto  us  and  to  our  fathers  open  fhame,  as  ap- 
£eareth  this  day.  For  all  thefe  plagues  are  come  upon  us, 
which  the  Lord  hath  pronounced  againft  us.  Yet  have  we 
not  prayed  before  the  Lord,  that  we  might  turn  every  one 
from  the  imaginations  of  his  wicked  heart.  Wherefore  the 
Lord  watched  over  us  for  evil,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought 
it  upon  us,  for  the  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  works  which 
he  hath  commanded  us.  Yet  we  have  not  hearkened  unto 
his  voice,  to  walk  in  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  that 
he  hath  let  before  us.  And  now,  O  Lord  God  of  Ifrael, 
thai  haft  brought  thy  people  out  of  ihe  land  of  Egypt  with 

nighty  hand,  and  high  arm,  and  with  figns,  and  with 
wonders,  and  with  great  power,  and  haft  gotten  thyfelf  a 
name,  as  appeareth  this  day:  O  Lord  our  God,  we  have 
tinned,  we  have  done  ungodly,  we  have  dealt  unrighteoufly 

•11  thine  ordinances.  Let  thy  wrath  turn  from  us:  lor 
we  aie  but  a  few  left  among  the  heathen  where  thou  haft 
fcattered  us.  Hear  our  prtyers,  O  Lord,  and  our  petitions, 
■^ud  deliver  us  for  thine  own  fake,  and  give  us  favour  in  the 

it  of  them  which  have  led  us  away:  that  all  the  earth 
know  that  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God,  becaufe  Ifrael 
Ins  poftcrity  is  called  by  thy  name.  O  Lord,  look 
down  from  thy  holy  houfe,  and  confider  us:  bow  down 
thine  ear,  O  Lord,  to  hear  us.  Open  thine  eyes,  and  be- 
hoW,  for  the  dead  that  are  in  their  graves,  whole  fouls  are 
taken   from  their  bodies,  will   give  unto  the  Lord  neither 

.  .■  noi  Fighteouinefs:  but  the  foul  that  is  greatly  vexed, 

pine   and  feeble,  and  the  eyes  that   fail, 

ngrj    foul  will  give  tfcee .  pratfe  and  righteoufnefs, 

O  Lord, 
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O  Lord.  Therefore  we  do  not  make  our  humble  fuppli- 
cation  before  thee,  O  Lord  our  God,  for  the  righteoufnefs  of 
our  fathers,  and  of  our  kings.  For  thou  haft  fent  out  thy 
wrath  and  indignation  upon  us,  as  thou  hail  f'poken  by  thy 
fervants  the  prophets,  faying,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Bow 
down  your  moulders  to  ferve  the  king  of  Babylon:  fo  fhall 
ye  remain  in  the  land  that  I  gave  unto  your  fathers.  But 
if  ye  will  not  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  to  ferve  the  kin^ 
of  Babylon,  I  will  caufe  to  ceafe  out  of  the  cities  of  Juda, 
and  from  without  Jerufalem,  the  voice  of  mirth,  and  the 
voice  of  joy,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice 
of  the  bride:  and  the  whole  land  fhall  be  defolate  of  in- 
habitants. But  we  would  not  hearken  unto  thy  voice  to 
ferve  the  king  of  Babylon  :  therefore  haft  thou  made  good 
the  words  that  thou  Ipakeft  by  thy  fervants  the  prophets, 
namely,  that  the  bones  of  our  kings,  and  the  bones  of  our 
fathers,  fhould  be  taken  out  of  their  places.  And  lo,  they 
are  caft  out  to  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  to  the  froft  of  the 
night,  and  they  died  in  great  miferies  by  famine,  by  fword, 
and  by  peftilence,  and  the  houfe  which  is  called  by  thy 
name  (haft  thou  laid  wafte,)  as  it  is  to  be  feen  this  day  for 
the  wickednefs  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  the  houfe  of 
Juda.  O  Lord  our  God,  thou  haft  dealt  with  us  after  all 
thy  goodncfs,  and  according  to  all  that  great  mercy  of  thine. 
As  thou  fpakeft  by  thy  fervant  Mofes,  in  the  day  when 
thou  didft  command  him  to  write  thy  law  before  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael,  faying,  if  ye  will  not  hear  my  voice,  finely 
this  very  great  multitude  lhall  be  turned  into  a  fmall  num- 
ber among  the  nations  where  I  will  fcatter  them.  For  I 
knew  that  they  would  not  hear  me,  becaufe  it  is  a  ftiff- 
necked  people:  but  in  the  land  of  their  captivities  they 
fhall  remember  themfelves,  and  fhall  know,  that  1  am  the 
Lord  their  God:  for  I  will  give  them  an  heart,  and  ears  to 
hear.  And  they  fhall  praite  me  in  the  land  of  their  cap- 
tivity, and  think  upon  my  name.  And  return  from  their 
ftiffneck,  and  from  their  wicked  deeds:  for  they  fha II  re- 
member the  way  of  their  fathers,  which  finned  before  the 
Lord.  And  I  will  bring  them  again  into  the  land  which  I 
promifed  with  an  oath  unto  their  father*,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  they  (hall  be  lords  of  it:  and  I  will  increafe 
them,  and  they  fhall  not  be  diminifhed.  And  I  will  make 
an  everlafting  covenant  with  them  to  be  their  God,  and 
they  fhall  be  my  people:  and  I  will  no  more  drive  my 
people  of  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  that  I  have  given  them.  0 
Lord   Almighty,  God   of  Ifrael,    the  foul  in  anguifn,   the 

troubled 
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gods,  and  to  do  evil  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  our  God. 
Therefore  the  Lord  hath  made  good  his  word,  which 
he  pronounced  agtririft  us,  and  againft  our  judges  that 
judged  Ifrael,  and  againft  our  kings,  and  againft  our 
princes,  and  againft  the  men  of  lfracl  and  Ji 
upon  us  great  plagues,  fuch  as  nevqr  happened  under  the 
whole  heaven,  as  it  came  to  pafs  in  Jerufalem,  according  to 
the  things  that  were  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  that  a 
man  mould  eat  the  flefh  of  his  own  fori,  and  the  flefli  of  his 
own  daughter.  Moreover,  he  hath  delivered  them  to  be 
in  fubjeetlon  to  all  the  kingdoms  that  are  round  about  us, 
to  be  as  a  reproach  and  defolation  among  all  the  people 
round  about,  where  the  Lord  hath  fcattered  them.  Thus 
we  were  caM:  down,  and  not  exalted,  becaufe  we  have  finned 
againft  the  Lord  cur  God,  and  have  not  been  obedient  unto 
}iis  voice.  To  the  Lord  our  God  appeitaineth  righteouf- 
nefs:  but  unto  us  and  to  our  fathers  open  fhame,  as  ap- 
peared this  day.  For  all  thefe  plagues  are  come  upon  us, 
which  the  Lord  hath  pronounced  againft  us.  Yet  have  we 
not  prayed  before  the  Lord,  that  we  might  turn  every  one 
from  the  imaginations  of  his  wicked  heart.  Wherefore  the 
Lord  watched  ovet  us  for  evil,  and  the  Lord  hath  brought 
it  iipon  us,  for  the  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  works  which 
he  hath  commanded  us.  Yet  we  have  nut  hearkened  unto 
his  voice,  to  walk  in  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  that 
he  hath  fet  before  us.  And  now,  O  Lord  God  of  Ifrael, 
that  haft  brought  thy  people  out  of  lhe  land  of  Egypt  with 
ighty  hand,  and  high  arm,  and  with  figns,  and  with 
wonders,  and  with  great  power,  and  haft  gotten  thyfelf  a 
name,  as  appeareth  this  day:  O  Lord  our  God,  we  have 
tinned,  we  have  done  ungodly,  we  have  dealt  unrighteoufly 
'!l  thine  ordjnances.  Let  thy  wrath  turn  from  us:  ior 
we  are  but  a  few  left  among  the  heathen  where  thou  haft 
fcattered  us.  Hear  our  prayers,  O  Lord,  and  our  petitions, 
and  deliver  us  for  thine  own  fake,  and  give  us  favour  in  the 
•  fit  them  which  have  led  us  away:  that  all  the  earth 
■  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God,  becaufe  Ifrael 
his  pofterity  is  called  by  thy  name.  O  Lord,  look, 
down  from  thy  holy  houle,  and  confider  us:  bow  down 
thine  ear,  O  Lord,  to  hear  us.  Open  thine  eyes,  and  be- 
hold, for  the  dead  that  are  in  their  graves,  whole  fouls  are 
taken  irom  their  bodies,  will  give  unto  the  Lord  neither 
i  noi  righteoufrrefs:  but  the  foul  that  is  greatly  vexed, 
■  and  feeble,  and  the  eyes  that  fail, 
.:   •      foul  will  give  thee  ptaile  and  right  eoufnefs, 

O  Lord, 
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O  Lord.  Therefore  we  do  not  make  our  humble  fuppli- 
cation  before  thee,  O  Lord  our  God,  for  the  righteoufnefs  of 
our  fathers,  and  of  our  kings.  For  thou  baft  fent  out  thy 
wrath  and  indignation  upon  us,  as  thou  halt  fpoken  by  thy 
fervants  the  prophets,  faying,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Bow 
down  your  (boulders  to  ferve  the  king  of  Babylon:  fo  fhall 
ye  remain  in  the  land  that  I  gave  unto  your  fathers.  But 
if  ye  will  not  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  to  ferve  the  kino- 
of  Babylon,  I  will  caufe  to  ceafe  out  of  the  cities  of  Juda, 
and  from  without  Jerufalem,  the  voice  of  mirth,  and  the 
voice  of  joy,  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom,  and  the  voice 
of  the  bride:  and  the  whole  land  (hall  be  defolate  of  in- 
habitants. But  we  would  not  hearken  unto  thy  voice  to 
ferve  the  king  of  Babylon :  therefore  haft  thou  made  good 
the  words  that  thou  fpakeft  by  thy  fervants  the  prophets, 
namely,  that  the  bones  of  our  kings,  and  the  bones  of  our 
fathers,  fhould  be  taken  out  of  their  places.  And  lo,  they 
are  caft  out  to  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  to  the  froft  of  the 
night,  and  they  died  in  great  miferies  by  famine,  by  fword, 
and  by  peftilence,  and  the  houfe  which  is  called  by  thy 
name  (haft  thou  laid  wafte,)  as  it  is  to  be  feen  this  day  for 
the  wickednefs  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  the  houfe  of 
Juda.  O  Lord  our  God,  thou  haft  dealt  with  us  after  all 
thy  goodnefs,  and  according  to  all  that  great  mercy  of  thine. 
As  thou  fpakeft  by  thy  fervant  Mofes,  in  the  day  when 
thou  didft  command  him  to  write  thy  law  before  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael,  faying,  if  ye  will  not  hear  my  voice,  finely 
this  very  great  multitude  fhall  be  turned  into  a  fmall  num- 
ber among  the  nations  where  I  will  fcatter  them.  For  I 
knew  that  they  would  not  hear  me,  becaufe  it  is  a  ftiff- 
necked  people:  but  in  the  land  of  their  captivities  they 
fhall  remember  themfelves,  and  (hall  know,  that  1  am  the 
Lord  their  God:  for  I  will  give  them  an  heart,  and  ears  to 
hear.  And  they  fhall  praile  me  in  the  land  of  their  cap- 
tivity, and  think  upon  my  name.  And  return  from  their 
ftiftneck,  and  from  their  wicked  deeds:  for  they  (ha  11  re- 
member the  way  of  their  fathers,  which  finned  before  the 
Lord.  And  I  will  bring  them  again  into  the  land  which  I 
promifed  with  an  oath  unto  their  fathers,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  they  fhall  be  lords  of  it:  and  I  will  increafe 
them,  and  they  fhall  not  be  diminifhed.  And  I  will  make 
an  everlafting  covenant  with  them  to  be  their  God,  and 
they  fhall  be  my  people:  and  I  will  no  more  drive  my 
people  of  Ifrael  out  of  the  land  that  I  have  given  them.  Q 
Lord   Almighty,  God   of  Ifrael,    the  foul  in  anguifh,   the 

troubled 
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troubled  fpirit  crieth  unto. thee.  Hear,  O  Lord,  and  have 
mercy :  for  thou  art  merciful  ;  and  have  pity  upon  us, 
becaufe  we  have  finned  before  thee.  For  thou  endured  for 
ever,  and  we  perifh  utterly.  O  Lord  Almighty,  thou  God 
of  Ifrael,  hear  now  the  prayers  of  the  dead  Ifraelites,  and 
of  their  children,  which  have  finned  before  thee,  and  not 
hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  thee  their  God  :  for  the  which 
caufe  thefe  plagues  cleave  unto  us.  Remember  not  the 
iniquities  of  our  forefathers:  but  think  upon  thy  power 
and  thy  name  now  at  this  time.  For  thou  art  the  Lord 
our  God,  and  thee,  O  Lord,  will  we  praife.  And  for  this 
caufe  thou  haft  put  thy  fear  in  our  hearts,  to  the  intent 
that  we  (hould  call  upon  thy  name,  and  praife  thee  in  our 
captivity :  for  we  have  called  to  mind  all  the  iniquity  of 
our  forefathers  that  finned  before  thee.  Behold,  we  are 
yet  this  day  in  our  captivity,  where  thou  haft  fcattered  us 
for  a  reproach  and  a  curfe,  and  to  be  fubjecl  to  payments 
according  to  all  the  iniquities  of  our  fathers,  which  de- 
parted from  the  Lord  our  God. 

Baruch  i.   i^th  verje  to  the  gtli  verfe  of  the  %d  chapter* 


Prayer  and  confejjwn  of  Azarias  in  the  fames. 

BLESSED  art  thou,  O  Lord  God  of  our  fathers :  thy 

name  is  worthy  to  be  praifed  and  glorified  for  evermore  :  For 

thou  art  righteous  in  all  the  things  that  thou  haft  done  to  us: 

yea,  true  are  all  thy  works,  thy  ways  are  right,  and  all  thy 

judgments  truth.    In  all  the  things  which  thou  haft  brought 

upon   us,    and   upon  the  holy  city   of  our  fathers,  even 

Jerufalem,  thou  haft  executed  true  judgment :  for  according 

to  truth  and  judgment  didft  thou  bring  all  thefe  things  upon 

us,  becaufe  of  our  fins  :  For  we  have  finned,  and  committed 

iniquity,  departing  from  thee.     In  all  things  have  we  tref- 

palled,  and  not  obeyed  thy  commandments,  nor  kept  them, 

neither  done  as  thou  haft  commanded  us,  that  it  might  go 

well  with  us.     Wherefore  all  that  thou  haft  brought  upon 

us,  and   every  thing  that    thou   haft  done  to  us,  thou  haft 

done  in  true  judgement.    And  thou  didft  deliver  us  into  the 

hands  of  lawlels  enemies,  moft  hateful  forfakers  of  God,  and 

to  an  unjuft  king,  and  the  moft  wicked  in  all  the  world.  And 

now  we  cannot  open  our  mouths,  we  are  become  a  ihamc  and 

reproach    to  thy  fervants,  and  to  them  that   worship  thee. 

Vel  deliver  us  not  up  wholly,  for  thy  name's  fake,  neither 

d  [annul  thou  thy  covenant:    and  caufe  not  thy  mercy  to 

depart  from  us,    tor   thy  beloved  Abraham's   fake,    for  thy 

•  rvant 
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fervant  Ifaac's  fake,  and  for  thy  holy  Ifrael's  fake  ;  to  whom 
thou  haft  fpoken  and  promifed,  That  thou  wouldeft  multi- 
ply their  feed  as  the  Mars  of  heaven,  and  as  the  fand  that 
lieth  upon  the  fea  fhore.  For  we,  O  Lord,  are  become  lefs 
than  any  nation,  and  be  kept  under  this  day  in  all  the  world, 
becaufe  of  our  fins.  Neither  is  there  at  this  time  prince,  or 
prophet,  or  leader,  or  burnt-offering,  or  facrifice,  or  obla- 
tion, or  incenfe,  or  place  to  facrifice  before  thee,  and  to  find 
mercy.  Neverthelels,  in  a  contrite  heart,  and  an  humble 
fpirit,  let  us  be  accepted.  Like  as  in  the  burnt-offerings  of 
rams  and  bullocks,  and  like  as  in  ten  thoufands  of  fat  lambs : 
fo  let  our  facrifice  be  in  thy  light  this  day,  and  giant  that 
we  may  go  wholly  after  thee  :  for  they  lhall  not  be  con- 
founded that  put  their  trull  in  thee.  And  now  we  follow 
thee  with  all  our  heart,  we  fear  thee,  and  feek  thy  face. 
Put  us  not  to  fhame:  but  deal  with  us  after  thy  loving-kind- 
nefs,  and  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies.  Deli- 
ver us  alfo  according  to  thy  marvellous  works,  and  give  glory 
to  thy  name,  O  Lord:  and  let  all  them  that  do  thy  fervants 
hurt,  be  aihamed  ;  and  let  them  be  confounded  in  all  theip 
power  and  might,  and  let  their  ftrength  be  broken  ;  and 
let  them  know  that  thou  art  Lord,  the  only  God,  and  glo- 
rious over  the  whole  world.      Song  of  3  children  verfe  3 — 22. 


Prayer  of  &»£  Manafcs. 
O  Lord,  Almighty  God  or  our  fathers,  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  and  of  their  righteous  feed  ;  who  haft  made  hea- 
ven and  earth,  with  all  the  ornament  thereof;  who  haft 
bound  the  fea  by  the  word  of  thy  commandment ;  who  haft 
fhut  up  the  deep,  and  fealed  it  by  thy  terrible  and  glorious 
name;  whom  all  men  fear,  and  tremble  before  thy  power* 
for  the  majefiy  of  thy  glory  cannot  be  borne,  and  thine  angry 
threatening  towards  fmners  is  importable:  but  thymerci'ini 
promile  is  unmeafurable ;  and  unfearchable ;  for  thou  art 
the  moft  High  Lord,  of  great  coinpaffion,  long-fuffering, 
very  merciful,  and  repenteft  of  the  evils  of  men.  Thou,  6 
Lord,  according  to  thy  great  goodnefs,  haft  promifed  re- 
pentance and  forgivenefs  to  them  that  have  finned  againft 
thee:  and  of  thine  infinite  mercies  haft  appointed  repent- 
ance unto  finners,  that  they  may  be  faved.  Thou  therefore, 
O  Lord,  that  art  the  Godofthejuft,  haft  not  appointed  re- 
pentance to  the  juft,  as  to  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob, 
which  have  not  finned  againft  thee;  but  thou  haft  appoint- 
ed repentance  unto  me  that  am  a  (inner  :  for  I  have  finned 

above 
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above  the  number  of  the  fands  of  the  fen.  My  tranfgreffions, 

0  Lord,   are  multiplied  :  my  tranfgreffions  are  multiplied, 

and  I  am  not  worthy  to  behold  and  lee  the  height  of  heaven, 
for  the  multitude  of  mine  iniquities.  I  am  bowed  down 
with  many  iron  bands,  that  I  cannot  lift  up  mine  head,  nei- 
ther have  any  releafe :  for  I  have  provoked  thy  wrath,  and 
done  evil  before  thee  ;  I  did  not  thy  will,  neither  kept  I  thy 
commandments:  I  have  fet  up  abominations,  and  have  mul- 
tiplied offences.  Now  therefore,  I  bow  the  knee  of  mine 
heart,  befeeching  thee 'of  grace :  I  have  finned,  O  Lord,  I 
have  finned,  and  I  acknowledge  mine  iniquities:  wherefore 

1  humbly  befeech  thee,  forgive  me,  O  Lord,  forgive  me, 
and  deftroy  me  not  with  mine  iniquities.  Be  not  angry  with 
me  for  ever,  by  referving  evil  for  me  ;  neither  condemn  me 
into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth.  For  thou  ait  the  God, 
even  the  God  of  them  that  repent :  and  in  me  thou  wilt  fhew 
all  thy  goodnefs:  for  thou  wilt  fave  me  that  am  unworthy, 
according  to  thy  great  mercy.  Therefore  1  will  praife  thee 
for  ever  all  the  days  of  my  life:  for  all  the  powers  of  the 
heavens  do  praife  thee,  and  thine  is  the  glory  for  ever  and 
ever.     Amen. 


Prayer  of  Judas  Maccabeus. 

BLESSED  art  thou,  O  Saviour  of  Ifrael,  who  didft  quell 
the  violence  of  the  mighty  man  by  the  hand  of  thy  fervant 
David,  and  gaveft  the  hoft  of  Grangers  into  the  hands  of  Jo- 
nathan the  Son  of  Saul,  and  his  armour-bearer;  fhut  up 
this  army  in  the  hand  of  thy  people  Ifrael,  and  let  them  be 
confounded  in  their  power  and  horfemen;  make  them  to  be 
of  no  courage,  and  caufe  the  boldnels  of  their  ftrength  to 
fall  away,  and  let  them  quake  at  their  deftruetion  ;  call  them 
down  with  thefword  of  them  that  love  thee,  and  let  all  thole 
that  know  thy  name  praife  thee  with  thankfgiving. 

i  Maccabees  4.  30 — 33. 


Prayer  of  the  priep  at  Jerufalem. 

O  Lord,  Lord  God,  Creator  of  all  things,  who  art  fear- 
ful and  ftrong,  and- righteous,  and  merciful,  and  the  only 
and  gracious  King,  the  only  giver  of  all  things,  the  only 
juft,  almighty,  and  everlafting,  thou  that  delivereft  Ifrael 
from,  all  trouble,  and  didft  choofe  the  Fathers,  and  fanftify 
them:  receive  the  fecrifice  for  the  whole  people  Ifrael,  and 

preferve 
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preferve  thine  own  portion,  and  fan&ify  it.  Gather  thofe 
together  that  are  fcattered  from  us,  deliver  them  that  ferve 
among  the  heathen,  look  upon  them  that  are  defpifed  and 
abhorred,  and  let  the  heathen  know  that  thou  art  God. 
Punifh  them  that  opprefs  us,  and  with  pride  do  us  wrong. 
Plant  thy  people  again  in  thy  holy  place,  as  Moles  hath 
fpoken.  2  Maccabees  1.  24 — 29. 


Prayer  of  Simon  the  high  priejl. 
LORD,  Lord,  King  of  the  heavens,  and  Ruler  of  all 
creatures,  Holy  of  Holies,  the  only  Potentate,  Almighty, 
look  down  upon  us,  oppreffed  by  a  wicked  and  profane  man, 
who  is  puffed  up  with  infolence  and  power:  for  thou,  who 
haft  created  ail  things,  and  hall  all  things  under  thy  domi- 
nion, art  a  righteous  governor,  and  condemneft  thofe  which 
live  in  injuflice  and  pride.  Thou  didft  deftroy  them  who 
aforetime  committed  iniquity,  among  whom  were  the  giants, 
prefumptuoufly  triifting  in  their  ftrength,  bringing  upon 
them  a  flood  which  could  not  be  retrained.  The  daring 
Sodomites,  infamous  for  their  iniquities,  thou  madeft  an  ex- 
ample to  pofterity,  burning  them  with  fire  and  fulphur. 
When  thou  didft  try  the  ftiff-hearted  Pharaoh,  who  had 
oppreffed  thy  holy  people  Ifrael  with  many  and  various 
puniihments,  thou  declaredft  thy  power,  and  madeft  known, 
the  greatnefs  of  thy  ftrength  ;  and  when  he  followed  with 
chariots  and  a  mighty  hoft,  thoudidfl  bury  him  in  the  depth 
of  the  lea  ;  but  them  that  put  their  truft  in  thee,  the  Lord 
of  all  creatures,  thou  didfl:  preferve;  for  they  who  knew  the 
work  of  thine  hand,  praifed  thee,  the  Almighty. 

Thou  king,  who  haft  created  the  infinite  and  unmeafur- 
able  earth,  haft  chofen  this  city,  and  fanclified  this  place  for 
all  men  to  call  on  thy  name  in  their  neceffities,  and  haft 
glorified  it  by  thy  imrvellous  prefence,  and  eftablifhed  a  con- 
gregation to  praife  thy  great  and  glorious  name.  And  lov- 
ing the  houfe  of  Tfrael,  thou  haft  promifed,  that  when  we 
fall  into  enrol",  and  adverfity  (hall  come  upon  us,  if  we  enter 
into  this  place,  and  pray,  thou  wilt  hear  our  fupplications  :* 
and  thou  art  faithful  and  true ;  for  oftentimes  when  our 
fathers  were  afflicted,  thou  didfl:  fuccour  them  in  their  humi- 
lity, and  deliver  them  from  great  dangers.  Behold  now, 
holy  king,  for  our  many  and  great  fins  we  are  oppreffed,  and 
in  fubLction  to  our  enemies,  fainting  for  want  of  ftrength. 
And  in  our  humility,  this  daring  and  impious  man  goeth 
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about  to  defile  this  facred  place  which  was  erettcd  to  the 
glory  of  thy  holy  name  upon  earth.  The  heaven  of  heavens, 
incomprehenfible  to  man,  is  indeed  thy  habitation,  but  be- 
caufe  thou  haft  approved  thy  glory  in  thy  people  Ifrael,  thou 
haft  fanctified  thisplr.ce.  Take  not  vengeance  upon  us  for 
this  profanation,  neither  purilh  us  for  this  uncleannefs,  left 
the  wicked  glory  in  their  wickednefs,  and  rejoice  in  the 
pride  of  their  tongue,  faying,  We  have  trodden  the  houfe 
of  righteoufnefs,  as  the  houfes  of  abomination  are  trodden. 
Blot  out  our  fins,  and  put  away  ourtranfgreflions,  and  fhew 
us  thy  pity  at  this  time.  Let  thy  mercies  fpeedily  prevent 
us,  put  praiies  in  the  mouths  of  them  that  are  fallen  and 
broken  in  Jpiiit,  and  grant  us  peace.     3  Maccabees  2.  2 — 16. 


Prayer  cf  Eleazcr. 

O  Mighty  King,  Moft  High,  Almighty  God,  who 
iuleft  every  creature  in  mercies,  look  down,  O  Father,  upon 
the  feed  of  Abraham,  upon  the  children  of  holy  Jacob,  the 
people  of  thy  fanctified  portion,  ftrangers  perifhing  unjuftly 
in  a  ftrange  land.  Thou  deftroyedft  Pharaoh,  with  the 
abundance  of  his  chariots,  who  was  heretofore  ruler  in  Egypt, 
when  he  was  puffed  up  with  wicked  confidence,  and  i'pake 
great  things  with  his  tongue ;  drowning  him  with  his  army 
in  the  fea,  and  Ihewing  the  light  of  thy  mercy  to  the  feed  of 
Ifrael.  And  when  Sennacherib,  that  grievous  king  of  Af- 
fyria,  whoboafted  of  his  innumerable  forces,  and  brought 
the  whole  land  in  lubjeftion  to  his  arms,  elated  with  pride 
and  infolence  did  fpeak  reproachful  words  againft  thy  holy 
city,  thou  didft  overthrow  him,  and  m  .an  i  left  thy  power 
among  many  nations.  In  Babylon  thou  delivered!!  the  three 
friends  who  had  readily  given  their  lives  to  the  fire,  becaufe 
they  would  not  ferve  vain  gods,  mitigating  the  force  of  the 
fiery  furnace,  and  fending  the  flame  on  all  their  enemies. 
And  thou  didft  bring  Daniel  fate  to  the  fight  from  the  den  of 
lions  under  the  earth,  when  he  was  thrown,  through  the 
malicious  accufation  of  envy,  to  wild  bcafts  for  food.  And. 
O  Father,  thou  didft  fhew  Jonas,  after  being  plentifully- 
drenched  in  the  belly  of  the  lea-born  whale,  unhurt  to  all 
hishoulhold.  And,  O  Thou,  who  hateft  injufiice;  moft 
merciful  protector  of  all,  quickh  fhew  thyltlf  to  thele 
Israelites,  who  arc  cruelly  treated  by  idolatrous  and  wicked 
Gentiles.  But  if  our  life  be  now  flopped  for  our  impieties 
in  a  ftrange  land  :  deiivei  us  from  the  power  of  our  enemies, 

O  Lord, 
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O  Lord,  and  deft  soy  usbyfucha  death  as  thou  (halt  prefer: 
left  they  that  think  vain  things  Ihould  blefs  their  vain  gods 
for  the  'deftruction  of  them  whom  thou  didft  love:  laying, 
Their  God  did  not  deliver  them.  But,  O  Thou  everlafting, 
who  haft  all  ftrength  and  all  power,  look  down  now  ; 
have  mercy  upon  us,  who  by  the  unjuft  oppreffion  of  wicked 
men  are  to  be  deprived  of  life  like  traitors.  O  worthy  of  all 
dignity,  thou  who  art  able  to  fave  the  race  of  Ifrael,  let  the 
Gentiles  be  witneifes  this  day  of  thine  invincible  power.  All 
the  multitude  of  children  with  their  parents  make  their  fup- 
plications  unto  thee  with  tears :  Shew  forth  to  all  the  Hea- 
then, th:;t  thou,  Lord,  art  with  us,  and  haft  not  turned  away 
thy  face  from  us.  But  according  to  thy  word,  that  thou 
wouldft  not  defpife  them  in  the  land  of  their  enemies  ;  fodo. 

3.  Maccabees  6.  2 — 15. 


The  Lord's  Prayer. 

OUR  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name: 
thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in 
heaven :  give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us 
our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors;  and  lead  us  not  into 
temptation;  but  deliver  us  from  evil:  for  thine  is  the 
kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  forever.     Amen. 

Matt,  6.  9 — 13. 


Our  Saviour's  lajl  Jolemn  prayer. 

FATHER,  the  hour  is  come;  glorify  thy  Son,  that 
thy  Son  alio  may  glorify  thee:  as  thou  haft  given  him  power 
over  ail  fleih,  that  he  Ihauld  give  eternal  life  to  as  many  as 
thou  haft  given  him.  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they 
might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom 
thou  haft  fent.  I  have  glorified  thee  on  the  earth:  I  have 
finifhed  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do.  And  now, 
O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  felf,  with  the 
glory  which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was.  1  have 
manifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gaveft  me 
out  of  the  world:  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gaveft  them 
me:  and  they  have  kept  thy  word.  Now  they  have  known 
that  all  things  whatfoever  thou  haft  given  me  are  of  thee. 
For  I  have  given  unto  them  the  words  which  thou  gaveft 
me ;  and  they  have  received  them,  and  have  known  iurely 
that  I  came  out  from  thee,  and  they  have  believed  that 
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thou  didft  fend  rr.e.  I  pray  for  them :  I,pray  not  for  the 
world,  but  for  them  which  thou  haft  given  me  ;  for  they  are 
thine.  And  all  mine  are  thine,  and  thine  are  mine;  and  I 
am  glorified  in  them.  And  now  I  am  no  more  in  the  world, 
but  thefe  are  in  the  world,  and  I  come  to  thee.  Holy 
Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name  thole  whom  thou 
haft  given  me,  that  they  may  be  one,  as  we  arc.  While  I 
was  with  them  in  the  world,  I  kept  thein'in  thy  name:  thofe 
that  thou  gavefl  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of  them  is  loft, 
but  the  fon  of  perdition;  that  the  fcripture  might  be  ful- 
filled. And  now  come  I  to  thee,  and  thefe  things  I  fpeak 
in  the  world,  that  they  might  have  my  joy  fulfilled  in 
themfelves.  I  have  given  them  thy  void  ;  and  the  world 
hath  hated  them,  becaufe  they  are  not  of  the  world,  even 
as  I  am  not  of  the  world.  I  pray  not  that  thou  fhouldeft 
take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  (houldeft  keep 
them  from  the  evil.  They  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  I 
am  not  of  the  world.  Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth  : 
thy  word  is  truth.  As  thou  haft  fent  me  into  the  world, 
even  fo  have  I  alio  fent  them  into  the  world.  And  for  their 
fakes  I  fan&ify  myfeif,  that  they  alfo  might  be  fan&ified 
through  the  truth.  Neither  pray  I  for  thefe  alone,  but  for 
them  alfo  which  fhall  believe  on  me  through  their  word: 
that  they  all  may  be  one;  as  thou  Father,  art  in  me,'  and  I 
in  thee,  that  they  alfo  may  be  one  in  us;  that  the  world 
may  believe  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And  the  glory  which 
thou  gavefl  me  1  have  given  them,  that  they  may  be  one, 
even  as  we  are  one:  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they 
may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  and  that  the  world  may  know 
that  thou  haft  fent  me,  and  haft  loved  them,  as  thou  haft 
loved  me.  Father,  I  will  that  they  alio,  whom  thou  haft 
given  me,  be  with  me,  where  I  am  ;  that  they  may  behold  my 
glory,  which  thou  haft  given  me:  for  thou  lovedft  me  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world.  O  righteous  Father,  the 
world  hath  not  known  thee:  but  I  'nave  known  thee,  and 
thefe  have  known  that  thou  halt  fent  me.  And  I  have  de- 
clared unto  them  thy  name,  and  will  declare  it :  that  the 
love  wherewith  thou  haft  loved  me  may  be  in  them,  and  I 
in  them.  John  17  chapter. 


cIhe  apqflles  j  int  prayer, 
LORD,  thou  art  God,  which  haft  made  heaven,  and 
earth,  and   the   lei,  and   all  that   in  them  is;  who  by  the 
mouth  of  thy  fervaht  David  haft  fa  id,  Why  did  the  heathen 
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rage,  and  the  people  imagine  vain  things?  The  kings  of 
the  earth  flood  up,  and  the  rulers  were  gathered  together 
againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his  Chrift.  For  of  a  truth 
afainft  thy  holy  child Jefus,  whom  thou  haft  anointed,  both 
Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with  the  Gentiles,  and  the  people 
of  lira  el,  were  gathered  together,  for  to  do  whatfoever  thy 
hand  and  thy  counfel  determined  before  to  be  done.  Arid 
now,  Lord,  behold  their  threatenings ;  and  grant  unto  thy 
fervants,  that  with  all  boldnefs  they  may  fpeak  thy  word,  by 
ltretching  forth  thine  hand  to  heal;  and  that  figns  and 
wonders^may  be  done  by  the  name  of  thy  holy  child  Jefus. 

Ails  4.  24 — 30. 


THE     BOOK    OF    PSALMS. 

MOST  of  the  Pfalms  of  David  are  Prayers,  compofed 
when  he,  or  Come  other  prophetic  author,  was  expoled  to 
great  danger  or  affliction,  and  therefore  flies  to  God  as  his 
only  help  in  time  of  need,  implores  his  merry,  the  pardon 
offms,  or  deliverance  from  dangers  and  afflictions.  Many 
are  Pfalms  of  Thankfgiving  for  mercies  received ;  fome  are 
defrgned  to  difplay  the  attributes  and  perfections  of  God  ; 
v  hile  others  convey  to  us  the  mod  ufefu!  moral  inftrucTtions : 
Laftly,  fome  of  the  Plalms  are  prophetical,  and  fome  few 
hiftorical. — Under  thefe  different  heads  the  Pfalms  are  here 
arranged,  with  the  Contents  of  the  learned  and  pious  Of- 
tervald  prefixed  to  each. 

PRAYERS. 

Prayers  for  Pardon  of  Sin. 

David  bfing  brought  by  ficknefs  altnojl  to  tie  rata  ofd  reat- 

eth  the  Lord  to  difappoint  (he  expectation  of  his  enemies  by  1 

(tim  up  again.     He  prayeth  with  ajfaranee  that  himjelffiall  be 

heard,  and  his  enemies  confounded. 

O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  anger,  neither  chaflen 
me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord, 
for  I  am  weak  :  O  Lord,  heal  me,  for  my  bones  are  vexed. 
My  foul  is  alio  fore  vexed  :  but  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long  ? 
Return,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  foul ;  oh,  five  me  for  thy  mer- 
ry's fake.  For  in  death  there  is  no  remembrance  of  thee  : 
in  the  grave  who  (hall  give  thee  thanks?  1  am  weary  with 
my  groaning,  all  the  night  make  I  my  bed  to  fwim  :  1  water 

H  3  mY 


1 18  SACRED    L  I  T  E  K  A  f  Bjok  VII. 

ray  couch  with  my  tears.  Mine  eye  is  confumed  becaufe  of 
grief;  it  waxeth  old  becauie  of  .an  mine  enemies.  Depar. 
from  me,  all  ye  workers  oi"  iniquity;  for  the  Lord  hath  heard 
the  voice  of  my  weeping.  The  Lord  hath  heard  my  fupplif 
cation;  the  Lord  will  receive  my  prayer.  Let  all  mine 
enemies  be  afhamed  and  fore  vexed:  let  them  return,  and 
be  afhamed  fuddenly.  PJalm  6. 

David  imploretk  the  favour  and  protection  of  God  ;  and  befeechcth 
him  to  direct  him  in  his  ways,  to  pardon  his  fins,  and  to  deliver 
him  from  his  enemies. 

UNTO  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  foul.     O   my 
God,  I  truft  in  thee,  let  me  not  be  afhamed  :  let  not  mine 
enemies  triumph  over  me.     Yea,  let  none  that  wait  on  thee 
be  afhamed;  let  them  be  afhamed  which  tranfgrefs  without 
caufe.     Shew  me  thy  ways,  O  Lord  ;  teach  me  thy  paths. 
Lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me:  for  thou  art  the  God 
of  my  falvation  ;  on  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day.     Remember, 
O  Lord,  thy  tender  mercies,  and  thy  loving  kindneffes  :   for 
they  have  been  ever  of  old.     Remember  not  the  fins  of  my 
youth,  nor  my  tranfgreffions :  according  to  thy  mercy  re- 
member thou  me,  for  thy  goodnefs'  fake,   O  Lord.     Good 
and  upright  is  the  Lord:  therefore  will  he  teach  finneis  in 
the  way.     The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment  :  and  the 
meek  will  he  teach   his  way.     All  the  paths  of  the  Lord 
are  mercy  and  truth,  unto  fuch  as  keep  his  covenant  and 
his  teftimonies.     For  thy  name's  fake,  O  Lord,  pardon  mine 
iniquity:  for  it  is  great.     What  man  is  he  that  feareth  the 
Lord?  him  fhall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  he  fhaU  choole. 
His  foul  fhall  dwell  at  eafe :  and  his  feed  fhall  inherit  the 
earth.     The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  hi  a: 
and  he  will  fhew  them  his  covenant.     Mine  eyes  are  ever 
toward  the  Lord  :  for  he  fhall  pluck  my  itct  out  of  the  net. 
Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me  :  for  I  amde- 
folate  and  afflicted.     The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  enlarged  : 
O  bring  thou  me  out  of  my   diftreffes.    Look   upon   mine 
affliction,  and  my  pain,  and  forgive  all  my  fins.     Confider 
mine  enemies,  for  they  are  many,  and  they  hate  me  with 
cruel  hatred.     O  keep  my  foul,  and  deliver  me  :  let  me  not 
be  afhamed,  for  I  put  my  truft  in  thee.     Let  integrity  and 
iiprightnefs  preferve  me  :  for  I  wait  on  thee.   Redeem  Ifrael, 
O  God,  out  of  all  his  troubles.  P/ahn  25. 


Oa  \d 


Book  VII.         SACRED     LITERATURE.  119 

David  labouring  under  a  painful  diforder  inflicted  upon  him  for 
his  fins,  befeecheth  the  Lord  to  corrcil  him  in  mercy ;  complaineth 
of  the  grievoufnejs  of  his  diforder,  oj  his  being  for faken  by  his 
friends  and  perfccuted  by  his  enemies  ;  and  at  length  giveth  proofs 
of  his  humility,  piety,  and  Irujl  in  God. 

O  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath:  neither  chaften 
me  in  thy  hot  difpleafure.  For  thine  arrows  ftick  faft  in  me, 
and  thy  hand  preffeth  me  fore.  There  is  no  foundnefs  in 
my  flefh,  becaufe  of  thine  anger:  neither  is  there  any  reft 
in  my  bones,  becaufe  of  my  fin.  For  mine  iniquities  are 
gone  over  mine  head  :  as  an  heavy  burden  they  are  too  heavy 
tor  me.  My  wounds  ftink,  and  are  corrupt :  becaufe  of  my 
foolifhnefs.  I  am  troubled,  I  am  bowed  down  greatly  ;  I  go 
mourning  all  the  day  long.  For  my  loins  are  fillecf  with  a 
loathfome  difeafe  :  and  there  is  no  foundnefs  in  my  flefh.  I 
am  feeble  and  fore  broken  :  I  have  roared  by  reaion  of  the 
difquietnefs  of  my  heart.  Lord,  all  my  defire  is  before  thee, 
and  my  groaning  is  not  hid  from  thee.  My  heart  panteth, 
my  ftrength  faileth  me :  as  for  the  light  of  mine  eyes,  it  alfo 
is  gone  from  me.  My«  lovers  and  my  friends  ftand  aloof 
from  my  fore:  and  my  kin  (men  ftand  afar  off.  They  alio 
that  feek  after  my  life,  lay  fnares  for  me  :  and  they  that  feel: 
my  hurt,  fpeak  mifchievous  things,  and  imagine  deceits 
all  the  day  long.  But  I,  as  a  deaf  man,  heard  not  ;  and  I 
was  as  a  dumb  man  that  openeth  not  his  mouth.  Thus  I  was 
as  a  man  that  heareth  not,  and  in  whofe  mouth  are  no  re- 
proofs. For  in  thee,  O  Lord,  do  1  hope :  thou  wilt  hear,  O 
Lord,  my  God.  For  I  laid,  hear  me,  left  otherwife  they 
(hould  rejoice  over  me:  when  my  foot  flippeth,  they  mag- 
nify themfelves  againft  me.  For  I  am  ready  to  halt,  and 
my  forrow  is  continually  before  me.  For  I  will  declare  mine 
iniquity ;  I  will  be  forry  for  my  fin.  But  mine  enemies 
are  lively,  and  they  are  ftrong  ;  and  they  that  hate  me 
wrongfully  are  multiplied.  They  alfo  that  render  evil  for 
good,  are  mine  adverlaries :  becaufe  I  follow  the  thing  that 
good  is.  Forfakeme  not,  O  Lord :  O  my  God,  be  ndt  far  from 
me.  Make  hafte  to  help  me,  O  Lord,  my  falvation.  Pfalm  38. 

David  implorcth  the  mercy  of  God  with  great  earneflnefs ;  maketh 
ccnfefjton  of  his  Jin  ;  prayeth  to  be  delivered  from  the  guilt  of  it, 
and  to  be  renewed  by  God's  Spirit ;  promifeth  to  publifh  abroad 
his  mercy  for  the  encouragement  offinners ;  then  qffercth  up  prayers 
for  the  profperity  of  Jerufalem. 

HAVE  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy  lov- 
ing kindnefs :  according  unto  the  multitude  of  thy  tender 

mercies 
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mercies  blot  out  my  tranfgreflions.  W:ifh  me  tmroughly 
from  mine  iniquity,  and  cleanie  me  from  my  fin.  For  I 
acknowledge  my  tranfgreflions :  and  my  fin  is  ever  before 
me.  Againfl  thee,  thee  only  have  I  finned,  and  done  this 
evil  in  thy  fight:  that  thou  mightefl  be  juftified  when  thou 
fpeakeft,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judged.  Behold,  I 
fhapen  in  iniquity:  and  in  (in  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 
Behold,  thou  defireft  truth  in  the  inward  parts  :  and  in  the 
bidden  part  thou  (halt  make  me  to  know  wiidom.  Purge  me 
with  hyffop,  and  I  fhall  be  clean:  wafh  me,  and  I  (ball  be 
whiter  man  fnow.  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladnefs  : 
that  the  bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may  rejoice.  Hide 
thy  face  from  my  fins;  and  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities. 
Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God;  and  renew  a  right  fpirit 
within  me.  Caft  me  not  away  from  thy  prefence  ;  and  take 
not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me.  Reftore  unto  me  the  joy  of 
thy  falvation :  and  uphold  me  with  thy  free  fpirit.  Then 
will  I  teach  tranfgrelfo'rs  thy  ways,  and  tinners  lhall  be  con- 
verted unto  thee.  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltinefs,  O  God, 
thou  God  of  my  falvation:  and  my  tongue  fhall  fing  aloud 
of  thy  righteoulhefs.  O  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips,  and 
my  mouth  (hall  fhew  forth  thy  praife.  For  thou  defireft 
not  Sacrifice,  elfe  would  I  give  it :  thou  delighteft  not  in 
burnt-offering.  The  facrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  fpirit : 
a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  de- 
fpife.  Do  good  in  thy  good  pleafure  unto  Zion :  build  thou 
the  walls  of  Jerufalem.  Then  (halt  thou  be  plea  fed  with 
the  facrifices  of  righteoufnefs,  with  burnt-offering,  and 
whole  burnt-offering:  then  fhall  they  offer  bullocks  upon 
thine  altar.  Pjalm  51. 

The  Pfalmijl  imptoreth  the  mercy  of  GnJ,  and  the  pardon  of  his  Jin: ; 
and  exprejfetji  his  confidence  in  the  divine  goodnt    • 

OUT  of  the  depths  have  1  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord. 
Lord,  hear  my  voice:  let  thine  ears  be  attentive  to  the  voice 
of  .my  fupplications.  If  thou,  Lord,  fhouldeft  mark  iniqui- 
ties: O  Lord,  who  fhall  ftand?  But  there  is  forgivenefs 
with  thee  :  that  thou  mayeft  be  feared.  I  wait  for  the  Lord, 
my  foul  doth  wait,  and  in  his  word  do  I  hope.  My  foul 
waiteth  for  the  Lord,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the 
morning:  I  fey,  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  morn- 
ing. Let  Ilrael  hope  in  the  Lord:  for  with  the  Lord 
re  is  mercy,  and  with  him  is  plenteous  redemption.  And 
he  fhall  redeem  [frael  from  all  his  iniquities.  1'alm  130. 

■   ■'■■     ■  1  — — —— — — -•■  ■•■■   

rVayeri 
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Prayers   coinpofed   when  the  Pfalmift  was  deprived   of  an 
opportunity  of  the  public  exercife  of  religion. 

The  Prophet  lamcntcth  his   unhappy  fate,  that  he  if  as  led  captive 
from  his  own  land  and  from  the  houfe  of  God  ;  extirejjeth  his  ar- 
dent dejir'e  to  return  to  it  again,  that  he   may  Jcrve  God  in  his 
temple;  and  dtfcribeth  his  alarms   and  ccnfJZls,   which  he  had 
overcome  by  confidence  in  the  divine  favour, 

AS  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water-brooks,  fo  panteth 
my  foul  after  thee,  O  God.  My  foul  thirfteth  for  God,  for 
the  living  God :  when  (hall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ? 
My  tears  have  been  my  meat  day  and  night,  while  they 
continually  fay  unto  me,  Where  is  thy  God?  When  I  re- 
member the(e  things,  I  pour  out  my  foul  in  me;  fori 
had  gone  with  the  multitude,  I  went  with  them  to  the 
houfe  of  God;  with  the  voice  of  joy  and  praife,  with  a 
multitude  that  kept  holy-day.  Why  art  thou  caft:  down,  O 
my  foul?  and  why  art  thou  difquieted  in  me?  hope  thou  in 
God,  for  I  (hall  yet  praife  him  for  the  help  of  his  coun- 
tenance. O  my  God,  my  foul  is  caft  down  within  me  : 
therefore  will  I  remember  thee  from  the  land  of  Jordan,  and 
of  the  Hermonites,  from  the  hill  Mizar.  Deep  calleth  unto 
deep  at  the  noife  of  thy  %vater-fpouts :  all  thy  waves  and 
thy  billows  are  gone  over  me.  Yet  the  Lord  will  command 
his  loving  kindnefs  in  the  day-time,  and  in  th.e  night  his 
long  ihall  be  with  me,  and  my  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my 
life.  I  will  fay  unto  God  my  rock,  Why  haft  thou  forgotten 
me?  why  go  I  mourning  becaufe  of  the  oppreUion  of  the 
enemy?  As  with  a  fword  in  my  bones,  mine  enemies  re- 
proach me:  while  they  fay  daily  unto  me.  Where  is  thy 
God?  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul?  and  why  art 
thou  difquieted  within  me?  hope  thou  in  God,  for  I  fhall 
yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health,  of  my  countenance,  and 
my  God.  Pjalm  42. 

The  Prophet  being  led  away  captive  from  his  own  land  and  from  the 
houfe  of  God,  beggeth  to  be  delivered  from  his  enemies,  and  to  he 
rejlored  to  the  blejfed privilege  of  fcrving  and  pra'ning  him  in  his 
temple;  and  comfort cth  himfelfwtth  the  profpctl  oj  it . 
JUDGE  me,  O  God,  and  plead  my  caufe  againft  an  un- 
godly nation  ;  O   deliver   me  from    the  deceitful  and  un- 
juft  man.     For  thou  art  the  God  of  my  frrength  ;  why  doft 
thou  caft  me  off?  why  go  I  mourning,  becaufe  oftheoppref- 
fion  of  the  enemy?  O  lend  out  thy  light  and  thy  truth  ;  let: 
them  lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  unto  thy  holy  hill,  and 

to 
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to  thy  tabernacles.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  Gnu. 
unto  God  my  exceeding  joy:  yea,  upon  the  harp  will  I 
praife  thee,  O  God,  my  God.  Why  ait  thou  caft  clown,  O 
my  foul  ?  and  why  art  thou  difquietcd  within  me?  Hope  in 
God,  for  I  lhall  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my 
countenance  and  my  God.  Pfalm  43. 

David  dedareth   (when  he  wai  in  the  wtidernefs  of  Judah)  that  /;. 
dcjircd  nothing  jo  earnejlly  as  to  be  in  the  houje  0/  God,  and  that 
tii'  fenfe  c]  h>:  e;ondnefs  filed  him  with  unfpcakable  joy,  and  a  con- 
fidence not  to  bejbaken.  by  all  the  attempts  of  his  enemies. 

O  God,  thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I  feek  thee:  my 
foul  thirfteth  for  thee,  my  Helh  longeth  for  thee  in  a  dry  and 
thirfty  land,  where  no  water  is :  to  lee  thy  power  and  thy 
glory,  fo  as  1  have  feen  thee  in  the  lanctuary.  Becaufe  thy 
loving  kindnefs  is  better  than  life:  my  lips  fhall  praife  thee. 
Thus  will  I  blefs  thee,  while  I  live:  1  will  lift  up  my  hands 
in  thy  name.  My  foul  fhall  be  fatisfied  as  with  marrow  and 
fatnefs;  and  my  mouth  (hall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips: 
when  I  remember  thee  upon  my  bed,  and  meditate  on  thee 
in  the  night  watches.  Becaufe  thou  haft  been  my  help  ,* 
therefore  in  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice.  My  foul 
Jblloweth  hard  after  thee:  thy  right  hand  upholdeth  me. 
But  thofe  that  feek  my  foul  to  deftroy  it,  fhall  go  into  the 
lower  parts  of  the  earth.  They  (hall  fall  by  the  fword,  they 
fhall  be  a  portion  for  foxes.  But  the  king  fhall  rejoice  in 
God,  every  one  that  fweareth  by  him  lhall  glory:  but  the 
mouth  of  them  that  fpeak  lies  lhall  be  ftopped.  P  aim  63. 

Korah,  mkpfp  faking  in  the  perfon  of  his  prince,  lamenteth  his  cap- 
tivity, and  longeth   to   be  rcftored  to   the  temple;  lie  celrh\ii<  '■ 
■  with  devout  tranfports  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  could  go  into  it 
at  all  times,  and  dcclarcth  he  wo'dd   prefer   that   happinefs   be- 
fore all  the  advantages  of  the  world* 

HOW7  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O   Lord  of  hofts  ! 

My  foul   longeth,  yea,  even  fainteth  for  the  courts  of  the 

Lord:  my  heart,  and  my  flefh  crieth  out  for  the  living  God. 

Yea,  the  fparrow  hath  found  an  houfe,  and  the  fwallow    . 

neft  for  herfelf,   where  Ihe  m3y  lay  her  young,  even  thine 

rs,  O  Lord  of  hofts,  my  King,  and  my  God.     Bleiled    w 

they  that  dwell  in  thy  houfe  :  they  will  be  ftill  prailing  thee. 

ih.  BleffecJ  is  the  m:m  whole  ftrength  is  in  thee  :  in  uhofe 

-.tare  tli?  ways  of  them.     Who  paling  through  the  valley 

p{  Baca,  triage  it  a  well :  the  rain  alio  filleth  thfi  pools.  They 

to  ftrength,  every  one  of  them  in   Zion 

appearcth 
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appeareth  before  God.  O  Lord  God  of  hofls,  hear  my  pray- 
er: give  ear,  O  God  of  Jacob.  Selah.  Behold,  O  God, 
our  {fiield,  and  look  upon  the  face  of  thine  anointed.  For  a 
day  in  thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand  :  I  had  rather  be 
a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the 
tents  of  wickednefs.  For  the  Lord  God  is  a  fun  and  Ihield : 
the  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory :  no  good  thing  will 
he  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly.  O  Lord  of 
hofis,  bleffed  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  thee.  Pfalm  84. 


Prayers  wherein  the  Pfalmift  feems  extremely  deje&ed, 
though  not  totally  deprived  of  confolation,  under  his 
afflictions. 

David  be'inr  in  danger  from  his  enemy,  entreatetk  the  Lord  to  de- 
liver him,  and  rejoiceth  in  hopes  of  his  falvation. 

HOW  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  OLord?  forever?  how 
long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me?  How  long  (hall  I 
take  counfel  in  my  foul,  having  forrow  in  my  heart  daily? 
bow  long  (hall  mine  enemy  be  exalted  over  me?  Coufider 
and  hear  me,  O  Lord,  my  God:  lighten  mine  eyes,  left  I 
deep  the  deep  of  death ;  left  mine  enemy  fay,  I  have  pre- 
vailed againfl  him  ;  and  thofe  that  troubled  me  rejoice  when 
I  am  moved.  But  I  have  trufted  in  thy  mercy  ;  my  heart 
{hall  rejoice  in  thy  falvation.  I  will  fing  unto  the  Lord,  be- 
caufe  he  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  me.  Pfalm  13. 

David  being  overwhelmed  ivith  the  violence  of  his  afflictions,  defcrlb- 
eth  the  extremity  he  was  reduced  to  by  Hie  hatred  and  malice  of  his 
enemies,  and  prayeth  God  to  have  companion  on  him,  and  to  come 
to  his  afjiflance.  He  then  denounce th  the  judgments  of  God  again  fi 
them,  and  at  length  confdeth  that  he  kuII  deliver  him  from  his  af- 
flictions, for  iz'hich  he  promifeth  to praife  him. 

SAVE  me,  O  God  :  for  the  waters  are  come  in  unto  my 
foul.  I  fink  in  deep  mire,  where  there  is  no  ftanding :  I  am 
come  into  deep  waters,  where  the  floods  overflow  me.  I  am 
weary  of  my  crying  :  my  throat  is  dried  :  mine  eyes  fail 
while  I  wait  for  my  God.  They  that  hate  me  without  a 
caufe  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head :  they  that  would 
deftroy  me,  being  mine  enemies  wrongfully,  are  mighty : 
then  I  reftored  that  which  I  took  not  away.  O  God,  thou 
knoweft  my  foolifhnefs,  and  my  (ins  are  not  hid  from  thee. 
Let  not  them  that  wait  on  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  hofis  be 
afhamed  for  my  lake :  let  not  thofe  that  feek  thee  be  con- 
founded 
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founded  for  my  fake,  O  God  of  Ifracl.  Becaufe  for  thy  fake 
I  have  born  reproach  :  fliame  hath  covered  my  face.  I  am 
become  a  ft  ranger  unto  my  brethren,  and  an  alien  unto  my 
mother's  children.  For  the  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten 
me  up  :  and  the  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee  are 
fallen  upon  me.  When  I  wept,  and  chaftened  my  foul 
with  fading,  that  was  to  my  reproach.  I  made  fackcloth 
alfo  my  garment :  and  I  became  a  proverb  to  them.  They 
that  fit  in  the  gate  fpeak  againft  me  :  and  1  was  the  fongofthe 
drunkards.  But  as  forme,  mv  prayer  is  unto  thee,  O  Lord, 
in  an  acceptable  time:  O  God,  in  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercy  hear  me,  in  the  truth  of  thy  falvation.  Deliver  me 
out  of  the  mire,  and  let  me  not  fink:  let  me  be  delivered 
from  them  that  hate  me,  and  out  of  the  deep  waters. 
Let  not  the  water-flood  overflow  me,  neither  let  the  deep 
fwallow  me  up,  and  let  not  the  pit  (hut  her  mouth  upon  me. 
Hear  me,  O  Lord :  for  thy  loving  kindnefs  is  good  :  turn 
unto  me  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies. 
And  hide  not  thy  face  from  thy  fervant,  for  I  am  in  trouble: 
hear  me  fpeedily.  Draw  nigh  unto  my  foul,  and  redeem  it : 
deliver  me  becaufe  of  mine  enemies.  Thou  haft  known  my 
reproach,  and  my  fliame,  and  my  difhonour:  mine  adver- 
saries are  all  before  thee.  Reproach  hath  broken  my  heart ; 
and  I  am  full  of  heaviness:  and  I  looked  for  fome  to  take 
pity,  but  there  was  none ;  and  for  comforters,  but  I  found 
none.  They  gave  me  alfo  gall  for  my  meat ;  and  in  my 
ihirft  they  gave  me  vinegar  to  drink.  Let  their  table  become 
a  fnare  before  them  :  and  that  which  Ihould  have  been  for 
their  welfare,  let  it  become  a  trap.  Let  their  eyes  be  dark- 
ened that  they  fee  not ;  and  make  their  loins  continually  to 
fhake.  Pour  out  thine  indignation  upon  them,  and  let  thy 
wrathful  anger  take  hold  of  them.  Let  their  habitation  be 
defolate  ;  and  let  none  dwell  in  their  tents.  For  they  per- 
fecute  him  whom  thou  haft:  fmittcn:  and  they  talk  to  the 
grief  of  thofe  whom  thou  haft  wounded.  Add  iniquity  unto 
their  iniquity  :  and  let  them  not  come  into  thy  righteouf- 
.  Let  them  be  blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the  living, 
I  not  be  written  with  the  righteous.  But*  I  am  poor  and 
I  ;  let  thy  falvation,  0  God,  fet  me  up  on  high.  I 
will  praife  the  name  of  God  with  a  fong,  and  will  magnify 
with  thnnkfgiving.  This  alfofhall  pleafe  the  Lord  bet- 
■  an  ox  or  bullock  that  hath  horns  and  hoofs.  The 
this,  and  be  glad;  and  your  heart  (hall 
'-  God.  jFor'the  Lord  heareth  the  poor,  and  de- 
Let  the  heaven  and  earth  praife 

him, 
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him,  the  feas  and  every  thing  that  moveth  therein.  For  God  will 
fave  Zion,  and  will  build  the  cities  of  Judah  :  that  they  may 
dwell  there,  and  have  it  in  pofTeffion.  The  feed  alfo  of  his 
fervants  fhall  inherit  it :  and  they  that  love  his  name  fhall 
dwell  therein.  Pfalm  69. 

Afaph  defcribeth  the  de  fair  to  which  his  affliction  for  God's  people  in 
captivity  had  drove  him ;  reprefenteth  his  alarms  and  conflicts ; 
and  at  length  comforteth  himfelf  with  reflecting  on  God's  loving 
kindncjs  to  their  forefathers. 

I  ckied  unto  God  with  my  voice,  even  unto  God  with 
my  voice ;  and  he  gave  ear  unto  me.  In  the  day  of  my 
trouble  I  fought  the  Lord :  my  fore  ran  in  the  night,  and 
ceafed  not :  my  foul  refufed  to  be  comforted.  I  remember- 
ed God,  and  was  troubled  :  I  complained,  and  my  fpirit  was 
overwhelmed.  Selah.  Thou  holdeft  mine  eyes  waking  :  I 
am  lb  troubled  that  I  cannot  fpeak.  I  have  confidered  the 
days  of  old,  the  years  of  ancient  times.  I  call  to  remem- 
brance my  fong  in  the  night :  I  commune  with  mine  own 
heart,  and  my  fpirit  made  diligent  fearch.  Will  the  Lord 
caft  off  for  ever  ?  and  will  he  be  favourable  no  more  ?  Is 
his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for 
evermore?  Hath  Gcd  iorgotten  to  be  gracious?  hath  he  in 
anger  ihut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Selah.  And  I  faid,  This 
is  my  infirmity  ;  but  I  wilL  remember  the  years  of  the  right 
hand  of  the  Moft  High.  I  will  remember  the  works  of  the 
Lord:  furely  I  will  remember  thy  wonders  of  old.  I  will 
meditate  alfo  of  all  thy  work,  and  talk  of  thy  doings.  Thy 
way,  O  God,  is  in  the  fan&uary  :  who  is  fo  great  a  God  as 
our  God !  Thou  art  the  God  that  doeft  wonders :  thou  haft 
declared  thy  ftrength  among  the  people.  Thou  haft  with 
thine  arm  redeemed  thy  people,  the  ions  of  Jacob  and  Jofeph. 
Selah.  The  waters  faw  thee,  O  God,  the  waters  law  thee  : 
they  were  afraid  ;  the  depths  alfo  were  troubled.  The  clouds 
poured  out  water  :  the  fkies  fent  out  a  found:  thine  arrows 
alfo  went  abroad.  The  voice  of  thy  thunder  was  in  the  hea- 
ven :  the  lightnings  lightened  the  world,  the  earth  trem- 
bled and  fhook.  Thy  way  is  in  the  Tea,  and  thy  path  in  the 
great  waters,  and  thy  footfteps  are  not  known.  Thou  leddeft 
thy  people  like  a  flock  by  the  hand  of  Mofes  and  Aaron. 

Pfalm  77. 


Ha  man 


126         SACRED     LITERATURE.  Book  VII. 

llama):  Kiur  in  captivity  and  almofl  deprived  of  all  confohtion,  rc- 
Wefenteih  the  violence  and  continuance  of  his  fuMrmgf,  and  the 
terrors  which  difcompofed  his  mind ;  and  complainet'h  that  C,A 
did  tldt  hear  him,  though  he  called  upon  him  With  great  fervency. 

OLoRn  God  of  my  falyation,  I  have  cried  day  and  night 
before  thee  :  let  my  prayer  come  before  thee :  incline  thine 
car  unto  my  cry  ;  for  my  foul  is  full  of  troubles  ;  ;im\  my 
life  draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave.  I  am  count  d  w  ith  them 
that  go  down  into  the  pit:  I  am  as  a  man  that  hath  no 
ftrength :  free  among  the  dead  like  the  (lain  that  lie  in  the 
grave,  whom  thou  remembereft  no  more  ,-  and  they  are  cut 
off  from  thy  hand.  Thou  haft;  laid  me  in  the  loweft  pit,  in 
darknefs,  in  the  deeps.  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  upon  me,  and 
thou  haft  afHifted  me  with  all  thy  waves.  Selah.  Thou  haft 
put  away  my  acquaintance  far'  from  me ;  thou  haft  made 
me  an  rbomination  unto  them  :  I  am  Hurt  Up,  and  I  cannot 
come  forth.  Mine  eye  mourneth  by  reafon  of  affliction: 
Lord,  I  have  called  daily  upon  thee;  I  have  ftretched  out 
:ay  hands  unto  thee.  Wilt  thou  (hew  wonders  to  the  dead? 
4hall  the  dead  arife  and  praife  thee  ?  Selah.  Shall  thy  lov- 
ing kindnefs  be  declared  in  the  grave?  or  thy  faith  fulnefs  in 
deilnirtion  ?  Shall  thy  wonders  be  known  in  the  dark  ?  and 
thy  righteoufnefs  in  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs?  But  unto 
thee  have  I  cried,  O  Lord;  and  in  the  morning  (hall  my 
prayer  prevent  thee.  Lord,  why  caftcfl  thou  off'  my  foul? 
why  hideft  thou  thy  face  from  me?  I  am  affli6led  and 
ready  to  die  from  my  youth  up:  while  I  fuffer  thy  terrors  I 
run  diftracted.  Thy  fierce  wrath  goeth  over  me  :  thy  terror* 
have  cut  me  oft'.  They  came  round  about  me  daily  like 
water ;  they  corripaffed  me  about  together.  Lover  and 
iriend  haft  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance 
into  darknefs.  pfalm  88. 

David  humble!  h  him  ft  If  before  God,  and  beggeth  of  him  to  tegdtti 
his  deplorable  ft  nation,  to  hear  Ids  praxrr,  to  guide  him  by  his 
Spirit,  and  to  deliser  him  from  the  pcrjecution  of  his  imp:  ■ 
enemies. 

HEAR  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  give  ear  to  my  fupphV.  - 
tions:  in  thy  iaithiulnefs  anfwer  me,  and  in  thy  righteouf- 
ncls.  And  enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  fervant :  for  in 
thy  fight  [hall  no  man  living  be  juftificd.  For  the  eneniv 
hath  perfecuted  my  foul :  he  hath  (mitten  my  life  down  to 
the  ground  :  he  hath  made  me  to  dwell  in  darknefs,  as  thole 
thai  haive  been  long  dead.  Therefore  is  my  fpirit  over- 
whelmed 
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whelmed  within  me;  my  heart  within  me  is  defohte.  Ire- 
member  the  days  of  old  ;  I  meditate  on  all  thy  works ;  I 
mufe  on  the  work  of  thy  hands.  I  ftretch  forth  my  hands 
unto  thee:  my  foul  thirfteth  after  thee  as  a  thirfty  land. 
Selah.  Hear  me  fpeedily,  O  Lord  :  my  fpirit  faileth :  hide 
not  thy  face  from  me,  left  I  be  like  unto  them  that  go  down 
into  the  pit.  Caufe  me  to  hear  thy  loving-kindneis  in  the 
morning,  for  in  thee  do  I  truft :  caufe  me  to  know  the 
way  wherein  I  fhould  walk  ;  for  I  lift  up  my  foul  unto  thee. 
Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  from  mine  enemies  :  I  flee  unto  thee 
to  hide  me.  Teach  me  to  do  thy  will ;  for  thou  art  my 
God  ;  thy  fpirit  is  good  ;  lead  me  into  the  land  of  upright- 
nels.  Quickeii  me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  name's  fake  :  for  thy 
righteoufnefs'  fake  bring  my  foul  out  of  trouble.  And  of 
thy  mercy  cut  off  mine  enemies,  and  deftroy  all  them  that 
afHi6t  my  foul:  for  I  am  thy  fervant.  Pfalm  143. 


Prayers  wherein  the  Pfalmifl  afketh  help  of  God,  in  con- 
iideration  of  his  own  integrity,  and  the  uprightnefs  of 
his  caufe. 

David  calleth  upon  God  to  deliver  him  from  his  pcrfecutors  ;  protect  ft 

that  he  was  innocent  of  the  charge  brought  againfl  him  by  Cujh  ; 

and  leggeth  that  God  would  take  his  caufe  into  his  hand  and  do 

him  jttjiice.     He  then  ajfureth  himfelf,  that  God  will  hear  him, 

and  turn  the  cntcrprizes  of  his  enemies  againfl  him  to  their  own 

dflrutiion,  thofeofCufh  efpc/ndly,  if  he  pcrjifed  in  his  Kniedr,ef\ 

O  Lord,  my  God,  in  thee  do  I  put  my  truft  ;  fave  me 

from  all  them  that  perfecute  me,  and  deliver  me:    left  he 

tear  my  loul  like  a  lion,  rending  it  in  pieces,  while  there  is 

none  to  deliver.     O  Loid  my  God,  if  I  have  done  this;    if 

there  be  iniquity  in  my  hands ;  if  I  have  rewarded  evil  onto 

him  that  was  at  peace  with  me;   (yea,  I  have  delivered  him 

that  without  caufe  is  mine  enemy:)  let  the  enemy  perfecute 

my  foul,  and  take  it;  yea,  let  him  tread  down  my  life  upon 

the  earth,  and  lay  mine  honour  in  the  duft.    Selah.    Arife, 

O  Lord,  iu  thine  anger;  lift  up  thyfelf,  becaufe  of  the  ra^e 

of  mine  enemies:  and  awake  for  me  to  the  judgment  that 

thou  haft  commanded.     So   (hall  the  congregatfon  of  the 

people  compafs  thee  about:   for  their  fakes  therefore  return 

thou  on  high.   The  Lord  (hall  judge  the  people:  judge  me, 

O  Lord,  according  to  my  righteoufnefs,  and   accordma  to 

mine  integrity  that  is  in  me.     Oh,  let  the  wickednefs  ofthe 

wicked  come  to  an  end;    but  eftablifh   the  juft:    for  the 

righteous 
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righteous  God  trieth  the  hearts  and  reins.  My  defence  is 
of  God,  which  favetli  the  upright  in  heart.  God  judgeth 
the  righteous,  and  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day. 
If  he  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his  lword  ;  he  hath  bent  his  bow, 
and  made  it  ready.  He  hath  alfo  prepared  for  him  the 
inftruments  of  death  ;  he  ordaineth  his  arrows  againft  the 
perfecutors.  Behold,  he  travaileth  with  iniquity,  and  hath 
conceived  mrfchief,  and  brought  forth  fallhood.  He  made 
a  pit,  and  digged  it,  and  is  fallen  into  the  ditch  which  he 
made.  His  mifchief  Iball  return  upon  his  own  head,  and 
his  violent  dealing  (hall  come  down  upon  his  own  pate.  I 
will  praife  the  Lord  according  to  his  righteoufnefs  ;  and 
will  ling  praife  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  mod  high. 

Pfalm  7. 

David  entreateth  the  Lordio  confakr  his  innocence,  end  to  reftra'tn 
ike  malice  of  his  perfecutors ;  to  whofe  greafefl  affluence  he  Jhould 
always  prefer  the  privilege  of  enjoying  God's  prcfence  in  the 
fanSuary. 

HEAR  the  right,  O  Lord,  attend  unto  my  cry,  give 
ear  unto  my  prayer  that  goeth  not  out  of  feigned  lips.  Let 
my  fentence  come  forth  from  thy  prefence;  let  thine  eyes 
behold  the  things  that  are  equal.  Thou  hall  proved  mine 
heart,  thou  haft  vifited  me  in  the  nig^t  ;  thou  haft  tried  me, 
and  (halt  find  nothing:  I  am  purpoled  th  it  nay  mouth  fhal) 
not  tranfgrefs.  Concerning  the  works  of  men,  by  the  word 
of  thy  lips,  1  have  kept  me  from  the  paths  of  the  deftrov  r. 
Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  footfteps  (lip 
not.  I  have  called  upon  thee;  for  thou  wilt  hear  me,  (J 
God;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me,  and  hear  my  fpeech. 
Shew  thy  marvellous  loving-kindnefs,  O  thou  that  faveft 

thy  right  hand  them  which  put  their  truft  in  thee  from 
thofe  that  rile  up  againit  them.  Keep  me  as  the  apple  of 
the  eye  :  hide  me  under  the  fhadow  oi  thy  wings,  from  the 
wicked  that  opprefs  me,  from  my  deadly  enemies,  who 
compafs  me  about.  They  are  inclofed  in  their  own  fat : 
with  their  mouth  they  tpeak  proudly.  They  have  now 
compailcd  us  in  our  lieps:  they  have  let  their  eyes  bowing 
down  to  the  earth  ;  like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey, 
veie  a  young  lion  lurking  in  fecret  places.     Ariie, 

0  Lord,  dii appoint   him,  call    him  down:  deliver  my  foul 

:   .    wicked,  which  is  thy  lword:  from  men,  which  are 

thy  hand,  O  Lord,    from  men  of  the  world,   which    have 

.  portion  in  this  lire,  and  whofe.belly  thou  filleft  with 

1  .it :  they  are  Full  of  children,  and  leave  the  reft 

of 
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of  their  fubftancc  to  their  babes.  As  for  me,  I  will  behold 
thy  face  in  righteoufnefs :  I  (hall  be  fatisfied,  when  1  awake, 
with  thy  hkenefs.  PJalm  ll' 

David  being-  charged  with  crimes  he  was  not  guilty  of,  entreateth 
the  Lord  to  Support  his  innocence  ;  declareth  that  the  company of 
the  wicked  was  his  abhorrence,  and  the  worjhip  of  God  his  delight ; 
hopeth  therefore  that  God  will  not  cut  him  off  with  evil-doers, 
nay,  affureth  himfelf  of  his  fupport . 

\  U  D  G  E  me,  O  Lord;  for  I  have  walked  in  mine 
integrity:  I  have  trufted  alio  in  the  Lord  ;  therefore  I  (hall 
not  Side.  Examine  rne,  O  Lord,  and  prove  me :  try  my 
reins  and  my  heart.  For  thy  loving  kindnefs  is  before  mine 
eyes:  and  I  have  walked  in  thy  truth.  I  have  not  fat  with 
vain  perfons,  neither  will  I  go  in  with  difiemblers.  I  have 
hated  the  congregation  of  evil  doers;  and  will  not  fit  with 
the  wicked:  1  will  wafh  mine  hands  in  innocency:  \o 
will  I  compafs  thine  altar,  O  Lord:  that  I  may  pubhfh  with 
the  voice  of  thankfgiving,  and  tell  of  all  thy  wondrous 
works.  Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe,  and 
the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth.  Gather  not  my 
foul  with  finners,  nor  my  life  with  bloody  men:  m  whole 
hinds  is  mifchief,  and  their  right  hand  is  full  of  bribes. 
But  as  for  me,  I  will  walk  in  mine  integrity :  redeem  me, 
and  be  merciful  unto  me.  My  foot  ftandeth  in  an  even 
place:  in  the  congregations  will  I  blefsthe  Lord.     Pjalm  26. 

David  imploreth  the  divine  affiance  againji  thqjfe  who  perfected 

him,  and  attempted  by  falfe-witnefs  to  take  away  his  life;  dejcribeth 

their   malice,  injufice,   and   ingratitude   to    him,    and  his  own 

ency  and  behaviour  towards  them;  and  beggeth  of  God  to 

point   their  defigns  and  deliver  his  fervant,  for  which  he 

promifeth  he  will  praife  him . 

PLEAD  my  caufe,  O  Lord,  with  them  that  ftrive 
with  me:  fight  againft  them  that  fight  againft  me.  Take 
hold  of  fhield  and  buckler,  and  ftand  up  for  mine  help. 
Draw  out  alfo  the  fpear,  and  flop  the  way  againft  them  that 
perfecuteme:  fay  unto  my  foul,  I  am  thy  falvation.  Let 
them  be  confounded  and  put  to  fhame  that  feek  after  my 
foul :  let  them  be  turned  back  and  brought  to  confufion  that 
devife  my  hurt.  Let  them  be  as  chaff  before  the  wind :  and 
let  the  angel  of  the  Lord  chafe  them.  Let  their  way  be 
Hark  and  flippery:  and  let  the  angel  of  the  Lord  perfecute 
them.  For  without  caufe  have  they  hid  for  me  their  net 
in  a  pit,  which  without  caufe  they  have  digged  for  my  foul. 
Vol.  III.  I  Let 
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Let  deftruction  come  upon  him  at  unawares;  and  let  his 
net  that  he  hath  hid  catch  himlelf:  into  that  very  de- 
ftruftion  let  him  falJ.  And  my  foul  {lull  be  joyful  in  the 
Lord:  it  (hall  rejoice  in  his  falvation.  All  my  bones  fhall 
fay,  Lord,  who  is  like  unto  thee,  which  delivereft  the  poor 
from  him  that  is  too  ftrong  for  him,  yea,  the  poor  and  the  needy 
from  him  that  fpoileth  him?  lalfe  witnefles  did  rife  up  : 
they  laid  to  my  charge  things  that  I  knew  not.  They  re- 
warded me  evil  for  good,  to  the  fpoiling  of  my  foul.  But 
as  for  me,  when  they  were  fick,  my  cloathing  was  fackdoth : 
I  humbled  my  foul  with  felling;  and  my  prayer  returned 
into  mine  own  bofom.  I  behaved  myfelf  as  though  he  had 
been  my  friend,  or  brother:  I  bowed  down  heavily,  as  one 
that  mourneth  for  his  mother.  But  in  mine  adverfity  they 
rejoiced,  and  gathered  themfelves  together:  yea,  the  abjecls 
gathered  themfelves  together  againft  me,  and  I  knew  it  not : 
they  did  tear  me,  and  ceafed  not ;  with  hypocritical  mockers 
in  feafts,  they  gnafhed  upon  me  with  their  teeth.  Lord, 
how  long  wilt  thou  look  on  ?  refcue  my  foul  from  their 
deftruftions,  my  darling  from  the  lions.  I  will  give  thee 
thanks  in  the  great  congregation:  I  will  praife  thee  among 
much  people.  Let  not  them  that  are  mine  enemies  wrong- 
fully rejoice  over  me  :  neither  let  them  wink  with  the  eye 
that  hate  me  without  a  caufe.  For  they  fpeak  not  peace; 
but  they  devife  deceitful  matters  againft  them  that  are  quiet 
in  the  land.  Yea,  they  opened  their  mouth  wide  againft 
me,  and  laid,  Aha,  aha  ;  our  eye  hath  feen  it.  This  thou 
haft  feen,  O  Lord :  keep  not  lilence  ;  O  Lord,  be  not  far 
from  me.  Stir  up  thyfelf,  and  awake  to  my  judgment, 
even  unto  my  caufe,  my  God  and  my  Lord.  Judge  me,  O 
Lord  my  God,  according  to  thy  righteoufnefs :  and  let 
them  not  rejoice  over  me.  Let  them  not  fay  in  their  hearts, 
Ah,  fo  would  we  have  it :  let  them  not  fay,  We  have  fwal- 
lowed  him  up.  Let  them  be  aihamed  and  brought  to  con- 
lufion  together  that  rejoice  at  mine  hurt :  let  them  be 
clothed  with  fhame  and  difhonour  that  magnify  themfelves 
againft  me.  Let  them  fhout  lor  joy,  and  be  glad,  that 
favour  my  righteous  cauie :  yea,  let  them  lay  continually, 
Let  the  Lord  be  magnified,  which  hath  plealure  in  the 
profperity  of  his  fervant :  and  my  tongue  Hull  fpeak  of  thy 
righteoufnefs   and   of   thy   praife   all   the   day    Long* 

PJalm  35. 


Wayers 
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Prayers  expreffing  the  firmed  truft  and  confidence  in  God 
under  affli6tions. 

David  com plaineth  of  the  great  number  of  his  enemies;  exprejfcth 
his  reliance  on  the  protection  of  the  Almighty;  and  imploreth  his 
afjijlance. 

LORD,  how  are  they  encreafed  that  trouble  me?  many 
are  they  that  rife  up  againft  me.  Many  there  be  which  fay 
of  my  foul,  There  is  no  help  for  him  in  God.  Selah.  But 
thou,  O  Lord,  art  a  fhield  for  me;  my  glory,  and  the  lifter 
up  of  mine  head.  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and 
he  heard  me  out  of  his  holy  hill.  Selah.  I  laid  me  down  and 
fJept ;  I  awaked  ;  for  the  Lord  fuftained  me.  I  will  not  be 
afraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  people,  that  have  fet  themfelves 
.tgainft  me  round  about.  Arife,  O  Lord  ;  fave  me,  O  my 
God  :  for  thou  haft  fmitten  all  mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek 
bone  ;  thou  haft  broken  the  teeth  of  the  ungodly.  Salvation 
belongeth  unto  the  Lord ;  thy  blefling  is  upon  thy  people. 
Selah.  Pfalm  3. 

David  being  perfected  by  his  enemies,  and  in  danger  of  his  life 
from  falfe  witneffcs,  tejlifieth  his  entire  confidence  in  the  protection 
of  the  Almighty ;  befeecheth  him  to  continue  his  favour ;  and  is 
perfuaded  he  will  never  forfahe  him. 

THE  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation  ;  whom  (hall  I 
fear :  the  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my  life ;  of  whom  (hall  I  be 
afraid?  When  the  wicked,  even  mine  enemies  and  my  foes, 
came  upon  me  to  eat  up  my  fleih,  they  (tumbled  and  fell. 
Though  an  hoft  tliould  encamp  againft  me,  my  heart  fhall 
not  fear:  though  war  Ihould  rife  againft  me,  in  this  will  I  be 
confident.  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that  will 
I  leek  after ;  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all 
the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and 
to  enquire  in  his  temple.  For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  (hall 
hide  me  in  his  pavilion  :  in  the  fecret  of  his  tabernacle  fhall 
he  hide  me  ;  he  fhall  fet  me  upon  a  rock.  And  now  mall  mine 
head  be  lifted  up  above  mine  enemies  round  about  me: 
therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  tabernacle  facrifkesof  joy ;  I  will 
ling,  yea,  I  will  ling  praifes  unto  the  Lord.  Hear,  O  Lord, 
when  I  cry  with  my  voice :  have  mercy  alfo  upon  me,  and 
anfwer  me.  When  thou  f.iidft,  Seek  ye  my  face;  my  heart 
laid  unto  thee,  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  1  feek.  Hide  not  thy 
face  fir  from  me;  put  not  thy  fervant  away  in  anger  :  thou 
hall  been  my  help ;  leave  me  not,  neither  for  fake  me,  O  God 
>t  yiv  falvation.     When  my  father  and  my  mother  forfuke 

I  2  me, 
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me,  then  the  Lord  will  take  me  up.  Teach  me  thy  way,  O 
Lord,  and  lead  me  in  a  plain  path,  becaufe  of  mine  enemj 
Deliver  me  not  over  unto  the  will  of  mine  enemies :  for  falfe 
witneffes  are  rifen  up  againil  me,  and  fuch  as  breathe  out 
cruelty.  J  had  Fainted,  unlefs  1  bad  believed  to  fee  the 
good  ne&  of  the  Lord  in  the  1  ad  aJ  the  living.  Wait  on 
the  Lord,  be  of  good  courage,  and  he  fhall  flrcngthen  thine 
heart:  wait,  I  fay,  on  the  Lord.  Pfahn  27. 

David  being  furfiied  by  l-h  enemies,  probably  in  hi)  retreat  from 
Kalah,  cntrcateth  the  Lord  to  deliver  him.     He  then  reh 
thanks  that  his  prayers  were  heard. 

IN  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  put  my  truft  ;  let  me  never  be 
afhamed  :  deliver  me  in  thy  righteoufnefs.     Bow  down  thine 
ear  to  me ;    deliver  me  fpeedily  ;  be  thou  my  ftrong  rock, 
for  an  houfe  of  defence  to  fave  me.     For  fhou  art  my  rock 
and  my  fortrefs :  therefore  for  thy  name's  fake  lead  me,  and 
guide  me.     Pull  me  out  of  the  net  that  they  have  laid  pri- 
vily for  me  :  for  thou  art  my  ftrength.     Into  thine  hand  I 
commit  my  fpirit :  thou  haft  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of 
truth.     1  have  hated  them  that  regard  lying  vanities:  but  I 
truft  in  the  Lord.     I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy  : 
for  thou  haft  confidered  my  trouble  ;  thou  haft  known  my 
foul  in  adverfities ;  and  haft  not  {hut  me  up  into  the  hand 
of  the  enemy:  thou  haft  let  my  feet  in  a  large  room.  Have 
mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  lor  1  am  in  trouble ;  mine  eye  is 
confumed  with  grief,  yea,  my  loul  and  my  belly.     For  my 
life  is  fpent  with  gnef,    and  my  years  with  iighing :  my 
ftrength  faileth  becaufe  of  mine  iniquity,  and  my  bones  are 
confumed.     I  was  a  reproach  among  all  mine  enemies,  but 
efpecially  among  my  neighbours,  and  a  fear  to  mine  acquaint- 
ance :  they  that  did  fee  me  without  fled  from  ine.     I  am  for- 
gotten as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind  :  1  am  like  a  broken  veff'el. 
For  I  have  heard  the  (lander  of  many  :  fear  was  on  every  fide  : 
while  they  took  counl'el  together  againft  me,  theydevifed  to 
take  away  my  life.     But  I  trufted  in  thee,  O  Lord:     I  laid, 
Thou  art  my  God.     My  times  are  in  thv  Hand  :  deliver  me 
from  the  hand  of  mine  enemies,  and  from  them  that  perfe- 
cute  me.     Make  thy  face  to  fhine  upon  thy  fervant  :  fave 
me  for  thy  mercy's  lake.     Let  me  not  be  afhamed,  O  Lord  ; 
for  I  have  called  upon  thee:  let  the  wicked  be  afhamed,  and 
]i  t  them  be  iilent  in  the  gfavfe.     Let  the  lying  lips  be  put  to 
hlence:  which  ipeak  grievous  things  proudly  and  contemptu- 
ouily  Bgainft   the    righteous.     O  how  great   is  thy  goodnefs 
which  thou  haft  laid  up  for  them  t!    |  fii    1  theel  which  thou 

haft 
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haft  wrought  for  them  that  trufl  in  thee,  before  the  fons  of 
men  !  Thou  (halt  hide  them  in  the  fecret  of  thy  prefence  from 
the  pride  of  man  :  thou  fhalt  keep  them  fecret  ly  in  a  pavilion 
from  the  ftrife  of  tongues.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord :  for  he  hath 
fhewed  me  his  marvellous  kindnels  in  a  (hong  city.  ,For  I 
laid  in  my  hafte,  I  am  cut  off  from  before  thine  eyes:  never- 
thelefs  thou  heardeft  the  voice  of  my  fupplications  when 
I  cried  unto  the.  O  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  faints :  for  ihe 
Lord  preferveth  the  faithful,  and  plentifully  rewardeth  the 
proud  doer.  Be  of  good  courage,  and  he  lhall  ftrengthen 
your  heart,  all  ye  that  hope  in  the  Lord.  Pfalm  31. 

David  prayefh  God  to  defend  him  from  thojc  who  fought  his  life,  and 
promifiili  to  praife  and  blcfs  him,  when  he  has  granted  his  re- 
quejL 

SAVE  me,  O  God,  by  thy  name,  and  judge  me  by  thy 
ftrength.  Hear  my  prayer,  O  God  ;  give  ear  to  the  words 
of  my  mouth-  For  ftrangers  are  rifen  up  againft  me,  and 
oppreffors  feek  after  my  foul :  they  have  not  let  God  before 
them.  Selah.  Behold,  God  is  mine  helper:  the  Lord  is 
with  them  that  uphold  my  foul.  He  lhall  reward  evil  unto 
mine  enemies :  cut  them  off  in  thy  truth.  I  will  freely  fa- 
cririce  unto  thee:  I  will  praife  thy  name,  O  Lord  :  for  it  is 
good.  For  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  all  trouble:  and 
mine  eye  hath  feen  his  defireupon  mine  enemies.     Pfalm  54. 

David  defcribeth  the  watchfulness  of  his  enemies  to  dejlroy  him,  pray- 
'  eth  for  deliverance  from  them,  and  comfort eth  kimjelj  with  the 
■promife  of  God  to  proteSl  him. 

B  E  merciful  unto  me,  O  God  :  for  man  would  fwallow 
me  up  ;  he  fighting  daily  oppreffeth  me.  Mine  enemies 
would  daily  fwallow  me  np  :  For  they  be  many  that  fight 
inft  me,  O  thou  mod  High.  \Afliat  time  1  am  afraid,  I 
will  truft  in  thee.  In  God  I  will  praife  his  word,  in  God  I 
have  put  my  truft  ;  I  will  not  fear  what  fiefli  can  do  unto  me. 
Every  day  they  wreft  my  words  :  all  their  thoughts  are  againft 
me  for  evil.  They  gather  themfelves  together,  they  hide 
themlelves,  they  mark  my  fteps,  when  they  wait  for  my  foul. 
Shall  they  efcape  by  iniquity  V  in  thine  anger,  caft  down  the 
people,  0~God.  Thou  telleft  my  wanderings:  put  thou 
my  tears  into  thy  bottle:  are  they  not  in  thy  book  r  When 
I  cry  unto  thee,  then  lhall  mine  enemies  turn  back  ,  this  1 
know  ;  for  God  is  for  me.  In  God  will  I  praife  his  word: 
in  the  Lord  will  I  praife  his  word.     In  God  have  I  put  my 

I  3  truft : 
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truft  :  I  will  not  be  afraid  what  man  can  do  unto  me.  Thy 
vows  are  upon  me,  O  God  :  I  will  render  praifes  unto  thee. 
For  thou  haft  delivered  my  foul  from  death;  wilt  not  thou 
deliver  my  feet  from  falling,  that  I  may  walk  before  God  in 
the  light  of  the  living  ?  pjalm  55. 

When  David  fed  from  Sard  into  the  rave;  in  which  he  caUeth  upon 
God  for  his  help,  and  fhewtth  the  frm  confidence  he  had  in  his 
proteclion. 

BE  merciful  unto  me,  O  God,  be  merciful  unto  me:  for 

my  foul  trufteth  in  thee  :  yea,  in  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings 

will  I  make  my  refuge  until  thefe  calamities  be  overpaft.     I 

will  cry  unto  God  mod  high  :  unto  God  that  performeth  all 

things  for  me.     He  (hall  fend  from  heaven,  and  fave  me 

from  the  reproach  of  him  that  would  fwallow  me  up.   Selah. 

God  (hall  lend  forth  his  mercy  and  his  truth.     My  foul  1, 

among  lions  :  and  I  lie  even  among  them  that  are  fet  on  fire. 

even  the  fons  of  men,  whofe  teeth  are  fpears  and  arrows, 

and  their  tongue  a  (harp  fword.     Be  thou  exalted,  O  God,' 

above  the  heavens;  let  thy  glory  be  above  all  the  earth. 

They  have  prepared  a  net  for  my  fteps :  my  foul  is  bowed 

down  :   they  have  digged  a  pit   before  me,  into  the  midft 

whereof  they  are  fallen  themfelves.     Selah.     My  heart  is 

fixed,  O  God,  my  heart  is  fixed :  I  will  ling  and  give  praife. 

Awake  up,  my  glory;    awake,  pfaltery  and  harp  :    I  myfelf 

will  awake  early.     I  will  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the 

people  :  I  will  ling  unto  thee  among  the  nations.     For  thy 

mercy  is  great  unto  the  heavens,   and  thy  truth  unto  the 

clouds.    Be  thou  exalted,    O  God,     above   the  heaven^ : 

let  thy  glory  be  above  all  the  earth.  Pjalm  57. 

David  entreateth  God  to  hear  hi.-  prayer,  and  to  take  him  into  hi 
protect!  en. 

HE  A  R  my  cry,  O  God  ;  attend  unto  mv  prayer.  From 
the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto  thee,  when  my  heart  is 
overwhelmed :  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I.  For 
thou  haft  been  a  fhelter  for  me,  and  a  ftrong  tower  from  the 
Miciny.  I  will  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever:  1  Mill  trull 
in  the  covert  of  thy  wings.  Selah.  For  thou,  O  God,  haft 
heard  my  vows:  thou  haft  given  me  the  heritage  of  thoie 
that  fear  thy  name.  Thou  wilt  prolong  the  king's  life;  and 
his  years  a.-  many  generations.  He  {hill  abide  before  God 
for  ever:  O  prepare  mercy  and  truth  which  may  preferve 
him.  So  will  I  fm-  praife  unto  thy  rfcme  lor  ever,  that  I 
nuy  daily  pel  ;  vows,  aim  61. 

I), 
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David  teflifcth  that  his  confidence  in  God  made  him  perfectly  eafy 
under  the  perfecution  of  his  enemies ;  and  exhort eth  others  not  to 
trui  in  men,  nor  in  worldly  goods,  but  in  God  alone,  xvho  is  the 
difpojer  of  all  things,  and  the  rewarder  of  all  men. 

TRULY  my  foul  waiteth  upon  God :  from  him  cometh 
my  falvation  :  he  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falyation  :  he  is 
my  defence  ;  I  (hall  not  be  greatly  moved.  How  long  will 
yc  imagine  mi  (chief  againft  a  man?  ye  (hall  be  (lain  all  of 
you  :  as  a  bowing  wall  (hall  ye  be,  and  as  a  tottering  fence. 
They  only  con fult  to  call  him  down  from  his  excellency: 
they  delight  in  lies  :  they  blefs  with  their  mouth,  but  they 
curie  inwardly.  Selah.  My  foul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God  : 
for  my  expectation  is  from  him.  He  only  is  my  rock  and 
my  falvation  :  he  is  my  defence  :  I  fliall  not  be  moved.  In 
God  is  my  falvation,  and  my  glory:  the  rock  of  my  ftrength, 
and  my  refuge  is  in  God.  Trait  in  him  at  all  times;  ye 
people,  pour  out  your  heart  before  him  :  God  is  a  refuge  for 
us.  Selah.  Surely  men  of  low  degree  are  vanity,  and  men 
of  high  degree  are  a  lie  :  to  be  laid  in  the  balance,  they  are 
altogether  lighter  than  vanity.  Truft  not  in  oppreflion,  and 
become  not  vain  in  robbery  :  if  riches  encreafe,  fet  not  your 
heart  upon  them.  God  hath  fpoken  once,  twice  have  I 
heard  this;  that  power  belongeth  unto  God.  Alfo  unto 
thee,  O  Lord,  belongeth  mercy:  for  thou  rendered  to  every 
man  according  to  his  work.  Pfalm,  62. 

David  befeecheth  God  to  take  him  into  his  proteflian,  and  to  let  him 
experience  the  fame  goodnefs  in  his  old  age,  which  he  had  felt  the 
effVSs  of  from  his  youth.  He  complaineth  of  the  infults  and  cruel- 
ty of  his  enemies ;  and,  in  full  ajfurance  that  God  will  protect  him, 
he  is  filed  xuith  a  holy  joy,  and  vows  to  blefs  him  for  ever. 

IN  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trufl:  let  me  never  be 
put  to  confulion.  Deliver  me  in  thy  righteoufnefs,  and 
caufe  me  to  efcape:  incline  thine  ear  unto  me,  and  fave  me. 
Be  thou  my  ftrong  habitation,  whereunto  I  may  continually 
relbit :  thou  haft  given  commandment  to  fave  me:  for  thou 
art  my  rock  and  my  fortrefs.  Deliver  me,  O  my  God,  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  wicked,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  unrigh- 
teous and  cruel  man ;  for  thou  art  my  hope,  O  Lord  God  : 
thou  art  my  truft  from  my  youth.  By  thee  have  I  been 
holden  up  from  the  womb :  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of 
my  mother's  bowels :  my  praife  (hall  be  continually  of 
thee.  I  am  as  a  wonder  unto  many ;  but  thou  art  my  ftrong 
refuge.     Let  my  mouth  be  filled  with  thy  praife,  and  with 

thy 
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thy  honour  all  the  day.  Caft  me  not  off  in  the  time  of  old 
age;  forfake  me  not  when  my  flrength  failcth.  For  mine 
enemies  fpeak  againfl  me  ;  and  they  that  lay  wait  for  my 
foul  take  counfel  together,  faying,  God  hath  forfaken  him  : 
perfecute  and  take  him;  for  there  is  none  to  deliver  him. 
O  God,  he  not  far  from  me:  O  my  God,  make  hafte  for  my 
help.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  con  fumed  that  are  ad- 
verfaries  to  my  foul :  let  them  be  covered  with  reproach  and 
difhonour  that  feek  my  hurt.  But  I  will  hope  continually, 
and  will  yet  praifethee  more  and  more.  My  mouth  {hall  (hew 
forth  thy  righteoufnefs,  and  thy  falvation  all  the  day  :  for  I 
know  not  the  numbers  thereof.  I  will  go  in  the  flrength  of 
the  Lord  God:  I  will  make  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs, 
even  of  thine  only.  O  God,  thou  hafi  taught  me  from  my 
youth  :  and  hitherto  have  I  declared  thy  wondrous  works. 
Now  alfo  when  I  am  old  and  grey-headed,  O  God,  forfake 
me  not:  until  I  have  (hewed  thy  flrength  unto  this  genera- 
tion, and  thy  power  to  every  one  that  is  to  come.  Thy 
righteoufnefs  alfo,  O  God,  is  very  high,  who  haft  done 
great  things:  O  God,  who  is  lite  unto  thee?  thou  which 
haft  (hewed  me  great  and  fore  troubles,  fhalt  quicken  me 
again,  and  fhalt  bring  me  up  again  from  the  depths  of  the 
earth.  Thou  fhalt  increafe  my  greatnefs,  and  comfort  me 
on  every  fide.  I  will  alfo  praifethee  with  the  pfaltery,  even 
thy  truth,  O  my  God  :  unto  thee  will  I  flng  with  the  harp, 
O  thou  holy  one  of  Ifrael.  My  lips  fhall  greatly  rejoice 
when  I  fing  unto  thee:  and  my  foul  which"  thou  halt  re- 
deemed. My  tongue  alfo  fhall  talk  of  thy  righteoufnefs  all 
the  day  long  :  for  they  are  confounded,  for  they  are  brought 
unto  fhame,  that  feek  my  hurt.  Pfalk  71. 

David  <being  in  great  tiijtrefs,  calleth  upon  the  Lord  with  fervent 
:ca!andfrm  confidence;  and  befqecheth  hint  to  deliver  him  Jrt 
his  enemies,  according  to  his  mercy  and  loving  hiidne  r. 

B  O  W  down  thine  ear,  O  I  <>vd,  hear  me,  for  I  am  poor 
and  needy.  Preferve  my  foui,  for  I  am  holy:  O  thou  mj 
God,  fave  thy  fervant  that  trufteth   in  . 

unto  me,  O  Lord:  for  1  cry  unto  tine  daily.  Rejoice  the 
foul  of  thy  fervant  :  for  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my 
ioul.  For  thou,  Lord,  art  good,  and  ready  to  forgive: 
and  plenteous  in  mercy  unto  "ail  them  that  call  upon  thee. 
Give  ear,  O  Lord,  unto  my  prayer:  and  attend  to  the  voice 
of  my  fupplications.  In  the  day  of  my  trouble  I  will  call 
pon  thee;  for  thou  wilt  anlwcr  me.  Among  the  Gods 
there  is  none  tike  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  neither  are  there  any 

works 
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works  like  unto  thy  works.  All  nations  whom  thou  haft 
made  (hall  come  and  worfhip  before  thee,  O  Lord:  and  fhall 
glorify  thy  name.  For  thou  art  great,  and  doefl  wondrous 
things:  thou  art  God  alone.  Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord, 
I  will  walk  in  thy  truth  :  unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name. 
I  will  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  my  God,  with  all  my  heart :  and 
I  will  glorify  thy  name  for  evermore.  For  great  is  thy 
mercy  toward  me:  and  thou  haft  delivered  my  foul  from 
the  loweft  hell.  O  God,  the  proud  are  rifen  againft  me, 
and  the  affemblies  of  violent  men  have  fought  after  my  foul  ,- 
and  have  not  fet  thee  before  them.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  art  a. 
God  full  of  companion,  and  gracious:  long  fuffering,  and 
plenteous  in  mercy  and  truth.  O  turn  unto  me,  and  have 
mercy  upon  me,  give  thy  flrength  unto  thy  fervant,  and 
lave  the  Ion  of  thine  hand-maid.  Shew  me  a  token  for 
good,  that  they  which  hate  me  may  fee  it,  and  be  afhamed: 
becaufe  thou,  Lord,  haltholpen  me,  3nd  comforted  me. 

Pfaim  86. 


Prayers   compofed  when    the   people   of  Gcd  were  under 
affliction  or  perfecution. 

One  of  the  fons  of  Korah  being  among  the  Israelites  led  captive,  pro- 
bably into  AJfyr'ia,  entreateth  God  to  reflore  them  to  their  0  vn 
country.  The  prophet  beginnetk  his  prayer  with  mentioning  the 
wonders  God  had  wrought  in  bringing  their  forefathers  into  the 
land  of  Canaan  ;  hence  he  hopetkthat  God  7  again  difplav 

his  power  in  behalf  of  the  captive  IfraeUics.    He  then  expoflulates 
with  God  for  giving   them  up  to  their  enemies;    defcribeth  the 
fevere  treatment  they  were  expofed  to  for  his  fake ;  and  beggeth  of 
him  to  come  to  their  affijiance  and  deliver  them. 
WE  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O  God,  our  fathers  have 
told  us  what  work  thou  didft  in  their  days,  in  the  times 
old.     How  thou  did  ft  drive  out  the  heathen  with  thv  baj 
and  phntedft  them;   how  thou  didft  afflict  the  people,  and 
caft  them  out.     For  they  got  not  the  land  in  pofleffion  by 
their  own  fword,  neither  did  their  own  arm  lave  them  ;  bur 
thy  right  hand  and  thine  arm,  and  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance, becaufe  thou  hadft  a  favour  unto  them.     Thou  art 
my  king,  O  God,  command  deliverances  for  Jacob.'  Through 
thee  will  we  pufh  down  our  enemies  ;   through  thy  name  will 
we  tread  them  under  that  rife  up  againft  us.     For  I  will  not 
truft  in  my  bow,  neither  fhall  my  iword  fave  me.     But  thou 
haft  faved  us  from  our  enemies,  and  haft  put  them  to  (ha 

that 
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that  hated  us.  In  God  we  boaft  all  the  day  long  :  and  praife 
thy  name  for  ever.  Selah.  But  thou  haft  oft  off,  and  put 
us  to  fhame;  and  goeft  not  forth  with  our  armies.  Thou 
makeft  us  to  turn  back  from  the  enemy:  and  they  which 
hate  us  fpoil  for  themlclves.  Thou  halt  given  us  like  (heep 
appointed  for  meat:  and  haft  fcattered  us  among  the  hea- 
then. Thou  felleft  thy  people  for  nought,  and  doft  not 
increafe  thy  wealth  by  their  price.  Thou  makeft  us  a  re- 
proach to  our  neighbours,  a  fcorn  and  derifion  to  them 
that  are  round  about  us.  Thou  makeft  us  a  by-word  among 
the  heathen:  a  lliaking  of  the  head  among  the  people.  My 
confuiion  is  continually  before  me,  and  the  fhame  of  my 
face  hath  covered  me:  for  the  voice  of  him  that  reproacheth 
and  blafphemeth  ;  by  reafon  of  the  enemy  and  avenger.  All 
this  is  come  upon  us  ;  yet  have  we  not  forgotten  thee, 
neither  have  we  dealt  falfly  in  thy  covenant.  Our  heart  is 
not  turned  back,  neither  have  our  fteps  declined  from  thy 
way.  Though  thou  haft  fore  broken  us  in  the  place  of 
ons,  and  covered  us  with  the  (hadow  of  death.  If  we 
e  forgotten  the  name  of  our  God,  or  ftretched  out  our 
kds  to  a  {tnnge  God  :  {hall  not  God  fcarch  this  out?  for 
he  knoweth  the  fee  rets  of  the  heart.  Yea,  for  thy  fake  are 
we  killed  all  the  day  long;  we  are  counted  as  fheep  for  the 
daughter.  Awake,  why  ileepeft  thou,  O  Lord?  arifc,  caft 
n?.  not  off  for  ever.  Wherefore  hideft  thou  thy  face?  and 
Jorgetteft  our  affliction,  and  our  oppreffton?  For  our  foul  is 
bowed  down  to  the  duft;  our  belly  cleaveth  unto  the  earth. 
.Arife  for  our  help,  and  redeem  us  for  thy  mercy's  fake. 

Pjjlm  44. 

David  defcriheth  the  calamities  and  rfitireffes  of  thr  people  of  God 
when  forfaken  by  him  ;  and  their  VTctortei  and  jnccejfes  when  taken 
tnio  hisjavbuY  .  and  paxeth  that  he  tefdmt  now  profper  their 
tirms  a^ainji  Ed?m. 

O  Gon,  thou   haft  caft  us  off,  thou  haft   fcattered  u?, 

u  hafl  been  difpleafed  ;  O  turn  thyfeif  tons  again.  Thou 

h;       ■•■-.:  ht  i    rth  to  tremble  :  thou  had  broken  it  ;  herd  the 

thereof,  for  it  fhaketh.      Thou    haft    {hewed  thy 

ud  filings  :   thou  haft  made  us  to  drink  the  wine  of 

given  a  banner  to  them  that  feared 

[played  becaufe  of  the  truth.  Selah. 

ha1  ■'<•:    beloved  may  be   delivered ;  fave  with   thy   right 

God   hath  fpoken    in  his  holinefs,  I 

rejoice:  }    filial  hem,  and  mete  out  the  valley 

M   ;..   fell  i>  niiue,  Ephraim 
alto 
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alfo  is  the  ftrength  of  mine  head  ;  Judah  is  my  law-giver ; 
Moab  is  my  wafh-pot,  over  Edom  will  I  call  out  my  fhoe: 
Philiftia,  triumph  thou  becaufe  of  me.  Who  will  bring  me 
into  the  ftrong  city?  who  will  lead  me  into  Edom  ?  Wilt 
not  thou,  O  God,  which  hadfl  call  us  oft?  and  thou,  O  God, 
which  didft  not  go  out  with  our  armies?  Give  us  help  from 
trouble :  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man.  Through  God  we 
fhall  do  valiantly :  for  he  it  is  that  fhall  tread  down  our 
enemies.  Pfalm  60, 

Afaph  lamentetlt  the  definition  of  Jerufalemand  the  burning  of  the 
temple j  and  reprefenteth  the  deplorable  (late  to  which  Judea  was 
reduced  during  the  Babylonijh  captivity,  beins;  deprived  of  the 
tokens  of  God's  covenant  and  of  his  favour.  He  then  comforteth 
him  f elf  with  reflecting  on  the  deliverances  God  had  formerly 
wrought  for  his  people,  and  on  the  proofs  he  daily  gives  of  his 
power  in  the  general  courfe  of  nature  ;  and  beg^eth  of  him  once 
more  to  make  their  caufe  his  cwn,  and  avenge  them  of  their  ad- 
verfaries. 

O  God,  why  haft  thou  caft  us  off  for  ever?  why  doth 
thine  anger  fmoke  againft  the  (heepof  thy  pafture  ?  Remerh- 
ber  thy  congregation  which  thou  haft  purchased  of  old:  the 
lod  of  thine  inheritance  which  thou  haft  redeemed,  this 
mount  Zion,  wherein  thou  had  dwelt.  Lift  up  thy  feet  unto 
the  perpetual  deflations ;  even  all  that  the  enemy  hath 
done  wickedly  in  the  fanctuary.  Thine  enemies  roar  in  the 
midft  of  thy  congregations :  they  fet  up  their  enfignsforfigns, 
A  man  was  famous  according  as*  he  had  lifted  up  axes  upon 
the  thick  trees.  But  now  they  break  down  the  carved  work 
thereof  at  once,  with  axes  and  hammers.  They  have  caft 
fire  into  thy  fanctuary,  they  have  defiled  by  caftiug  down 
the  dwelling  place  of  thy  name  to  the  ground.  They  fa  id 
in  their  hearts,  let  us  deftroy  them  together :  they  have 
burned  up  all  the  fynagogues  of  God  in  the  land.  We  fee 
not  our  (igns,  there  is  no  more  any  prophet,  neither  is  there 
among  us  any  that  knoweth  how  long.  O  God,  how  long 
(hall  the  adverfary  reproach?  fhall  the  enemy  blalpheme  thy 
name  for  ever?  Why  withdraweft  thou  thy  hand,  even  thy 
right  hand?  pluck  it  out  of  thy  bofom.  For  God  is  my 
king  of  old,  working  falvation  in  the  midft  of  the  earth. 
Thou  didft  divide  the  fea  by  thy  ftrength :  thou  brakeft  the 
heads  of  the  dragons  in  the  waters.  Thou  brakeft  the  heads 
of  Leviathan  in  pieces,  and  gaveft  him  to  be  meat  to  the 
people  inhabiting  the  wildernefs.  Thou  didft  cleave  the 
fountain  and  the  flood  :  thou  driedft  up  mighty  rivers.   The 

day 
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day  is  thine,  the  night  alfo  is  thine :  thou  haft  prepared  the 
light  and  the  fun.  Thou  haft  (et  all  the  borders  of  the 
earth :  thou  haft:  made  fummer  and  winter.  Remember 
this,  that  the  enemy  hath  reproached,  O  Lord,  and  that 
the  foolifh  people  have  biafphemed  thy  name.  O  de!i\rr 
not  the  foul  of  thy  turtle  dove  unto  the  multitude  ol 
wicked,  forget  not  the  congregation  of  thy  poor  for  ever. 
Have  refpect  unto  the  covenant :  for  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth  are  full  of  the  habitations  ofcruelty.  O  let  not  the 
oppreffed  return  afhamed  :  let  the  poor  and  needy  praife 
thy  name.  Arife,  O  God,  plead  thine  own  caufe:  remem> 
ber  how  the  foolifh  man  reproacheth  thee  daily,  f'oreet 
not  the  voice  of  thine  enemies:  the  tumult  ol  thole  that 
rife  up  againfl  thee,  increafeth  continually.  PJalm  74. 

Afaph  complaineih  that  the  Babylonians  had  dejlroyed  the  ci'.y  and 
temple  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  befcecheth  God  to  be  reconciled  to  his 
people,  and  to  punijh  the  blajphemics  and  cruelties  of  their  idolatrous 
enemies. 

O  Gon,  the  heathen  are  come  into  thine  inheritance,  thy 
holy  temple  have  they  defiled:  they  have  laid  Jerufalem  on 
heaps.     The  dead  bodies  of  thy  fervants  have  they  given  to 
be  meat  unto  the  fowls  of  the  heaven,  the  fielh  of  thy  faints 
unto  the  beafls  of  the  earth.     Their  blood  have  they  fhed 
like   water  round    about  Jerufalem  :  and  there  was  none  to 
bury  them.     We  are  become  a  reproach  to  our  neighbours  : 
a  fcorn  and  derifion  to  them  that  are  round  about  us.     How 
long,  Lord?  wilt  thou  be  angry  for  ever?  fhall  thy  jealoufy 
burn  like  fire?  Pour  out  thy  wrath  upon  the  heathen  that 
have  not  known  thee,  and  upon  the  kingdoms  that  have  not 
called  upon  thy  name.     For  they  have  devoured  Jacob,  and 
laid  w;ille  his  dwelling  place.     O  remember  not  againft  us 
former  iniquities:  let  thy  tender  mercies  fpeedily  prevent 
us:  for  we  are  brought  very  low.     Help  us,  O  God  of  our 
falvation,  for  the  glory  of  thy  name:  and  deliver  us,   and 
purge  away  our  fins  for  thy  name's  fake.     Wherefore  fliould 
the  heathen   fay,    v.here    is  their  God?  let  him  be  known 
nrnong  the  heathen  in  our  light  by  the  revenging  of  the 
b  bod  of  thy  fervants  which  is  fhed.     Let  the  fighmg  of  the 
prifoner  come  before  thee,  according  to  the  greatneis  of  thy 
power  :  prefervg  thou  thofe  that  are  appointed  to  die.     And 
.  r  unto  our  neighbours    feven-fold  into  their  bofom, 
.  reproach  wherewith  they  have  reproached  thee,  OLord. 

So 
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So  we  thy  people  and  fheep  of  thy  pafture,  will  give  thee 
thanks  for  ever:  we  will  fhew  forth  thy  praife  to  all  gene- 
rations Pfalm  79. 

Afaph  reprcfents,  under  the  image  of  a  favourite  vine  laid  wajle  and 
dejiroyed  by  the  enemy,  thr  extreme  defolation  the  Israelites  were 
reduced  to  in  their  captivity,  and  entreateth  God  to  come  to  their 
deliverance,  and  to  remember  the  covenant  he  had  made  with  his 
people ;  for  which  he  promijeth  they  will  return  to  their  obedience, 
and  blejs  his  holy  name. 

GIVE  ear,  O  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  thou  that  leadeft  Jofeph 
like  a  flock,  thou  that  dwelled  between  the  cherubims,  (liine 
forth.     Before  Ephraim,  and  Benjamin,  and  ManaflTeh,  ftfr 
tip  thy  ftrength,  and  come  and  lave   us.     Turn  us   again, 
O  God,    and   car.fe  thy    face   to  fhine,    and   we   fhall  be 
faved.     O  Lord,  God  of  hofts,  hpw  long  wilt  thou  be  angry 
againft  the  prayer  of  thy  people  ?  thou  feedeft  them  with 
the  bread  of  tears;  and  giveft   them  tears  to  drink  in  great 
meafure.     Thou  makeft  us  a  ft  rife  unto  our  neighbours:  and 
our  enemies  laugh  among  themfejyes,     Turn   us  again,   O 
God  of  hofts,  and  caufe  thy  face  to  fhine,  and  we  fhall  be 
faved.     Thou  haft  brought  a  vine  out  of  Egypt  :  thou  haft 
caft    out  the    heathen,    and  planted    it.     Thou    prepared 
room  before  it,  and   didft  caufe  it  to  take  deep  root,  and 
it  filled  the  land.     The  hills  were  covered  with  the  fhadow 
of  it,  and  the  boughs  thereof  were  like  the  goodly  cedars. 
She  lent  out   her  boughs   unto   the  fea,  and  her  branches 
unto  the  river.     Why  haft   thou  then   broken   clown   her 
hedges,    fo  that  all  they  which  pais  by  the  way,  do  pluck 
her  't  the  boar  out  of  the  wood  doth  wafte  it,  and  the  wild 
beaft   of  the   field  doth   devour   it.     Return,  we    befeech 
thee,  O  God  of  hofts:  look  down  from  heaven,  and  behold, 
and  vifit  this  vine;  and  the  vineyard  which  thy  right  hand 
hath  planted,   and  the  branch  that  thou   madeft  ftrong  for 
thyfelf.     It  is  burned  with  fiie,  it  is  cut  down  :  they  perifh 
at  the  rebuke  of  thy  countenance.     Let  thy  hand  be  upon 
the  man  of  thy  right    hand,  upon  the  fon  of  man  whom 
thou  madeft  ftrong  for  thyfelf.    So  will  not  we  go  back  from 
thee:  quicken  us,  and   we  will  call  upon  thy  name.     Turn 
us  again,   O    Lord  God  of  hofts,  caufe  thy  face  to   lhine, 
and  we  lhall  be  faved. 

Pfalm  So. 


Several 
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Several  of  the  neighbouring  nations  Icing  gathered  together  to  male 
war  a»ain(l  the  IJraelites,  the  prophet  cntrcateth  the  Lord  to 
drjlroy  thofe  nations,  as  he  had  jormerly  dejlrcycd  the  kings  that 
ajfaulted  their  forefathers. 

KEEP  not  thou  filence,  O  God:  hold  not  thy  peace, 
and  be  not  ftill,  O  God.  For,  lo,  thine  enemies  make  a  tu- 
mult :  and  they  that  hate  thee  have  lifted  up  the  head.  They 
have  taken  crafty  counfel  againft  thy  people,  and  confulted 
againft  thy  hidden  ones.  They  have  laid,  come,  and  let  us 
cut  them  off  from  being  a  nation  :  that  the  name  of  Ifrael 
may  be  no  more  in  remembrance.  For  they  have  confulted 
together  with  one  confent :  they  are  confederate  againft  thee. 
The  tabernacles  of  Edom,  and  the  Ifhmaelites ;  of  Moab, 
and  the  Hagarenes.  Gebal,  and  Amnion,  and  Amalek,  the 
Philiftines,  with  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre.  Affuralfo  is  joined 
with  them:  they  have  holpen  the  children  of  Lot.  Selah. 
Do  unto  them  as  unto  the  Midianites,  as  to  Sifera,  astojabin, 
at  the  brook  of  Kifon:  which  perifhed  at  Endor:  they  be- 
came as  dung  for  the  earth.  Make  their  nobles  like  Oreb, 
and  like  Zeeb:  yea,  all  their  princes  as  Zebah,  and  as  Zal- 
nmiina :  who  faid,  let  us  take  to  ourfelves  the  houfes  ol 
God  in  poffeffion.  O  my  God,  make  them  like  a  wheel: 
as  the  ftubble  before  the  wind.  As  the  fire  burnetii  the 
wood,  and  as  the  flame  fetteth  the  mountains  on  fire ;  fo 
perfecute  them  with  thy  tempeft,  and  make  them  afraid  with 
thy  ftorm.  Fill  their  faces  with  (hame:  that  they  may  feek 
thy  name,  O  Lord.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  troubled 
forever:  yea,  let  them  be  put  to  ihame,  and  perifli :  that 
men  may  know  that  thou,  whole  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  art 
the  ruoft  high  over  all  the  earth.  Pfalm  83. 

Ethan  the  Ezrahitc,  /peaking  in  the  perfvn  of  his  prince,  deferibeth 
his  teliaflce  on  the  jpUkJwiefs  of  God  to  fulfil  his  covenant  ivith 
David,  and  on  the  power  of  God  to  perform  wonders  for  the 
deliverance  of  his  people.  He  then  reprdenleth,  that,  notichh- 
iljutHhg  his  covenant  with  David,  and  his  power,  to  deliver  hi.- 
,  the  kingdom  of  Juddh  was  at  that  time  in  great  defolalion, 
defpoiledofiits  glory,  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Babylonians;  and  mploreih  the  Lord  to  put  an  end  to  their 
captivity  and  their  calamities. 

1  will  fing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever:  with 
my  mouth  will  I  make  known  thy  faithfulnefs  to  all  gene- 
rations. For  I  have  faid,  Mercy  (hall  be  built  up  for  ever : 
thy  faithfulnefs  (halt  thou  eftabiifh  in  the  very  heavens.    I 

have 
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have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen,  I  have  fworn  unto 
David  my   fervant,  Thy  feed  will  I  eftablifh  for  ever,   and 
build  up  thy  throne  to  all  generations.     Selah.     And  the 
heavens  (hall  praife  thy  wonders,  OLord:  thy  faithfulnefs 
alfo  in   the   congregation  of  the  faints.     For,  who  in  the 
heaven  can  be  compared  unto  the  Lord?  who  among  the 
fons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened  unto  the  Lord?     God 
is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  affembly  of  the  faints,  and  to 
be  had  in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about  him.    O  Lord 
God  of  hofts,  who  is  a  ftrong  Lord  like  unto  thee?  or  to 
thy  faithfulnefs  round  about  thee?     Thou  ruleft  the  raging 
of  the  fea  :  when  the  waves  thereof  arife  thou  ftilleft  them. 
Thou  haft  broken  Rahab  in  pieces  as  one  that  is  flain :  thou 
haft   fcattered   thine  enemies   with   thy  ftrong  arm.     The 
heavens  are  thine,  the  earth  alfo  is  thine :  as  for  the  world, 
and   the   fulnefs   thereof,   thou  haft   founded  them.     The 
north  and  the  fouth  thou   haft  created  them :  Tabor  and 
Hermon   (hall   rejoice  in  thy  name.     Thou  haft  a  mighty 
arm ;    ftrong   is   thy   hand,    and   high  is   thy  right   hand. 
Juftice  and  judgment   are  the   habitation  of  thv  throne: 
mercy  and  truth  fhall  go  before   thy  face.     Bleffed  is  the 
people  that  know  the  joyful  found:    they  fhall  walk,   O 
Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.     In  thy  name  fhall 
they  rejoice  all  the  day  :  and  in  thy  righteoufnefs  fhall  they 
be  exalted.     For  thou  ait  the  glory  of  their  ftrength:  and 
in  thy  favour  our  horn  fhali  be  exalted.     For  the  Lord   is 
our  defence  :  and  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  is  our  king.    Then 
thou  fpakeft  in   vifion  to  thy  holy  one,  and  faidft,  I  have 
laid   help  upon  one   that    is  mighty  ;    I  have  exalted  one 
chofen  out  of  the  people.     I  have  found  David  my  fervant: 
with  my  holy  oil   have  I  anointed  him.     With   whom  my 
hand  fhall  be  cftablifhed :   mine  arm  alfo  fhall   ftrengthen 
him.     The  enemy  fhall  not  exaft  upon  him  ;  nor  the  Ion  of 
wickednefs  afflict  him.  And  I  will  beat  down  his  foes  before  his 
face,  and  plague  them  that  hate  him  ;  but  my  faithfulnefs 
and  my  mercy  fhall  be  with  him  :  and  in  my  name  lha!.; 
horn  be  exalted.     I  will  let  his  hand  alfo  in  the.  fea,  and  his 
right  hand  in  the  rivers.     He  fhall  cry  unto  me,    Thou  art: 
my  father,  my  God,  and  the  rock  of  my  falvation.     Alfo  I 
will  make  him  my  firft  born,  higher  than  the  kings  of  the 
earth.     My  mercy  will  I  keep  for  him  for  evermore,  and  my 
covenant  (hall  fland  faft  with  him.     His  feed  alio  wilj  I  make 
to  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  days  of  heaven. 
If  his  children  for  fake  my  law,  and  walk  not  in  my  judg- 
ments ;    if  they  break  my  ftatutes,  and  keep  not  my  com- 

mindment« : 
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mandments;  then  will  I  vifit  their  tranfgreffion  with  the  rod, 
2nd  their  iniquity  with  ftripes.  Nevertheless,  my  loving 
kindnefs  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  iufler  my 
faithfulnefs  to  fail.  My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter 
the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips.  Once  have  I  fworn 
by  my  holinefs  that  I  will  not  lie  unto  David.  His  leed 
fhall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  fun  before  me. 
It  (hall  be  eftaMihhed  for  ever  as  the  moon,  and  as  a  iaith- 
ful  witnels  in  heaven.  Selah.  But  thou  haft  caft  olf  and 
abhorred,  thou  haft  been  wroth  with  thine  anointed.  Thou 
haft  made  void  the  covenant  of  thy  fervant:  thou  haft 
profaned  his  crown,  by  calling  it  to  the  ground.  Thou 
haft  broken  down  all  his  hedges ;  thou  haft  brought  his 
ftrong  holds  to  ruin.  All  that  pals  by  the  way  i'poil  him  : 
he  is  a  reproach  to  his  neighbours.  Thou  haft  let  up  the 
Tight  hand  of  his  adverfaries  ;  thou  haft  made  all  his  ene- 
mies to  rejoice.  Thou  haft  alfo  turned  the  edge  of  his 
i'word,  and  haft  not  made  him  to  ftand  in  the  battle.  Thou 
haft  made  his  glory  to  ceafe,  and  caft  his  throne  down  to 
the  ground.  The  days  of  his  youth  haft  thou  Ihortened  : 
thou  haft  covered  him  with  fhame.  Selah.  How  long, 
Lord,  wilt  thou  hide  thyfelf  for  ever?  fliall  thy  wrath 
burn  like  fire?  Remember  how  fhort  my  time  is:  where- 
fore haft  thou  made  all  men  in  vain?  What  man  is  he 
that  liveth,  and  fhall  not  fee  death?  fhall  he  deliver  his 
foul  from  the  hand  of  the  grave?  Selah.  Lord,  where  are 
thy  former  loving  kindneifes  which  thou  fwareft  unto 
David  in  thy  truth?  Remember,  Lord,  the  reproach  of 
thy  fervant  ;  how  I  do  bear  in  my  bofom  the  reproach  of 
all  the  mighty  people;  wherewith  thine  enemies  have  re- 
proached, O  Lord  :  wherewith  they  have  reproached,  the 
footfteps  of  thine  anointed.  Blelied  be  the  Lord  for  ever- 
more.    Amen,    and  Amen.  Pjalm  89. 

1'he  prophet  reprefenteth  to  God  tin  deplorable  condition  the  Ifraelites 
reduced  to  by  the  cruelly  oftht  vr  heathen  invaders,  wh 
injujlice,  and  impiety  he  defcribeth.     He  then  cvti 
h'wiih  the  promife  of  protection  which  God  had  riven  his 
retelletk  tJi  arice  of  the  IffaeUtes, 

an  i.hon  of  their  invaders* 

(J  Lord  God,  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth  ;  O  God,  to 
belongeth,  (hew  thyldf.     Lift  up  thy!- 
of   theearth;  render  a  reward   10  the  proud. 
Lord,  fi  ;h  ill  the  wicked,  how  long  fliall  the  wicked 

fhall  they  utter  and  fj 

and 
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and  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  boaft  themfelves?     They 
break  in  pieces  thy  people,  O  Lord,  and  afflift  thinifc  heritage. 
They  (lay  the  widow  and  the  ftranger,  and  murder  the  fe- 
therlefs.     Yet  they  fay,  The  Lord  (hall  notice;    neither 
(hail  the  God  of  Jacob  regard  it.     Underfi?.iid,   ye  brutilh 
among  the  people  ;  and  ye  fools,  when  will  ye  be  wife  ?  He 
that  planted  the  ear,  fhall  he  not  hear?  he  that  formed  the 
eye,  fhall  he  not  fee?     He  that  chaftifeth  the  heathen,  (hall 
not  he  correct.?  he  that  teacheth  man  knowledge,  fhall  not 
he  know  ?     The  Lord  knoweth  the  thoughts  of  man,  that 
they  are  vanity.     Bleffed  is  the  man  whom  thou  chafteneft, 
O  Lord,  and  teacheft  him  out  of  thy  law ;  that  thou  mayefr. 
give  him  reft  from  the  days  of  adverfity,  until  the  pit  be 
digged  tor  the  wicked.     For  the  Lord  will  not  cnft  oft'  his 
people,  neither  will  he  for  fake  his  inheritance.     But  judg- 
ment {hall  return  unto  righteoufnels  :  and  all  the  upright  "in 
heart  fhall  follow  it.     Who  will  rife  up  for  me  agafhfi  the 
evil-doers?  or  who  will  ftand  up  for  me,  againft  the  workers 
of  iniquity?     Unlefs  the  Lord  had  been  my  help,  my  foul 
had  almoft  dwelt  in  (Hence.  When  1  laid,  my  foot  (lippeth; 
thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  held  me  up.     In  the  multitude  of  my 
thoughts  within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  foul.     Shall 
the  throne  of  iniquity  have  fellowfhip  with  thee,    which 
frameth  mifchief  by  a  law?  They  gather  themfelves  together 
againft  the  foul  of  the  righteous,  and  condemn  (lie  innocent 
blood.     But  the  Lord  is  my  defence  ;    and  my  God  is  the 
rock  of  my  refuge.     And  he  (hall  bring  upon'  them  their 
own  iniquity,  and  (hall  cut  them  off' in  their  own  wickednefs ; 
yea,  the  Lord  our  God  (hall  cut  them  oft'.  Pfalm  94. 

The  prophet  reprefenteth  to  God  the  deplorable  (late  he  xvas  in 
while  a  captive  at  Babylon ;  beggeth  oj  him  to  rejlore  his  people 
to  their  land,  and  his  temple  to  its  former  ghryj  that  the 
nations,  when  they  faw  it,  might  be  induced  to  fear  him,  and 
that  the  Jews,  when  ranjiatcd  (lure,  might  have,  occqjion  to 
blejs  him  for  ever. 

HEAR  my  prayer,  O  Lord,  and  let  my  cry  come  unto 
thee.  Hide  not  thy  face  from  me  in  the  day  when  I  am  in 
trouble;  incline  thine  ear  unto  me:  in  the  day  when  I 
call,  anfweT'me  fpcediiy.  For  my  days  are  confumed  like 
'moke,  and  my  bones  are  burned  as  an  hearth.  My  heart  is 
.  and  withered  like  grafs;  fo  that  I  forget  to  eat  my 
bread.  By  reafon  of  the  voice  of  my  groaning  my  bones 
•  e  to  my  (kin.  lam  like  a  pelican  of  the  wildernefs  : 
J  am   like  an  owl   of  the  defert.     I  watch,  and  am   as  a 

>  oh  III.  K  (parrow 
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fparrow  alone  upon  the  houfetop.  Mine  enemies  reproach 
me  all  the  day  ;  and  they  that  are  mad  againft  me  are  fworn 
againfl  me.  for  I  have  eaten  afhes  like  bread,  and  mingled 
my  drink  with  weepings  becaufe  of  thine  indignation  and 
thy  wrath  :  for  thou  haft  lifted  me'  up,  and  cut  me  down* 
JMv  days  are  like  a  fhadow  that  declineth;  and  I  am  wi- 
ther, rafs.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  (halt  endure  for  ever, 
and  thy  remembrance  unto  I  tions.  Thou  fhalt 
arife,  and  have  mercy  upon  Zion :  for  the  time  to  favour 
her.  yea,  the  fct  time,  is  come.  For  thy  fervants  take 
plea  fur e  in  her  ftones,  and  favour  the  duft  thereof.  So  the 
'hen  (hall  fear  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  kings 
of  the  earth  thy  glory.  When  the  Lord  (hall  build  up 
Zion  he  fhall  appear  in  his  |  h  y.  fie  will  regard  the  prayer 
of.  the  deftitute,  and  not  defpife  their  prayer.  This  fhall 
be  written  for  the  generation  to  come :  and  the  people 
which  fhall  be  created  (hall  praife  the  Lord.  For  he  hath 
looked  down  from  the  height  of  his  fan6tuary;  from  heaven 
did  the  Lord  behold  the  earth  ;  to  hear  the  groaning  of  the 
prifoner,  to  loofe  thoie  that  are  appointed  to  death  ;  to 
declare  tjie  name  of  the  Lord  in  Zion,  and  his  praife  in  Je- 
rufalem  ;  when  the  people  are  gathered  together,  and  the 
kingdoms  to  fefve  the  Lord.  He  weakened  my  ftrength  in 
the  way  ;  he  fhortened  my  days.  I  faid,  O  my  God,  take 
me  not  away  in  the  mklft  of  my  days:  thy  years  are  through- 
out all  generations*  Of  old  halt  thou  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  earth:  and  the  heavens  are  the  work  of  thy  hands. 
They  fhall  peril}],  but  thou  fhalt  endure :  yea,  all  of  them 
fhall  wax  old  like  a  garment ;  as  a  vefture  fhalt  thou  change 
them,  and  they  fhall  be  changed:  but  thou  art  the  lame, 
and  thy  years  fhall  have  no  end.  The  children  of  thy 
fervafiti  fhall  continue,  and  their  feed  fhall  be  efiablifhed 
before  thee.  Pfalm  102. 

The  Ifraelies  being  oppreffed  and  ■    their  enemies,    the 

pfalmift  imphreth  : .  1  Jijtance. 

UNTO  thee  lift  I  up  mine  eyes,  O  thou  that  dwelled 
iii'the  heavens.  Behold,  as  the  eyes  of  fervants  look  unto 
the  hand  of  their  tnafters,  and  as  the  eyes  of  a  maiden  unto 
theTiand  rniftrefs;  fo  our  eyes  wait  upon  the  Lord  our 

God,    unti  have   mercy  upon  us.     Have   mercy 

upon  us,  O  Lord,   have  mercy  upon  us :   for  v.  ved- 

ingly  filled  with  contempt.     Our  foul  is  exceedingly  filled 

with 
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with  the  fcorning  of  thofe  that  are  at  eafe,  and  with  the  con- 
tempt of  the  proud.  Pfalm  123. 

The  Jezvs  at  Babylon  exprefs  their  affliction  for  their  captivity  and 
their  zeal  for  jerufalem  ;  and  rejiecl  with  feverity  on  the  Edomites 
who  rejoiced  to  fee  it  dcjlroyed,  and  en  the  Babylonians  who  de- 
stroyed it. 

BY  the  rivers  of  Babylon,  there  we  fat  down,  yea,  we 
wept,  when  we  remembered  Zion.  We  hanged  our  harps 
upon  the  willows  in  the  midft  thereof.  For  there  they  that 
carried  us  away  captive  required  of  us  a  fong  :  and  they  that 
waited  us  required  of  us  mirth,  faying,  Sing  us  one  of  the 
fon^s  of  Zion.  How  fhall  we  fins:  the  Lord's  fono:  in  a  ftran^e 
land?  It  I  iorget  thee,  O  Jerufalem,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my 
tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth  :  if  I  prefer  not  je- 
rufalem above  my  chief  joy.  Remember,  O  Lord,  the 
children  of  Edom  in  the  day  of  Jerufalem  ;  who  faid,  Rafe 
it,  rafe  it,  even  to  the  foundation  thereof.  O  daughter  of 
Babylon,  who  art  to  be  deftroyed :  happy  fhall  he  be  that 
rewardeth  thee  as  thou  haft  ferved  us.  Happy  fhall  he  be 
that  taketh  and  dafheth  thy  little  ones  againft  the  ftones. 

Pjlihn  137. 


Prayers  in  time  of  trouble  and  affliction. 

David  imploreth  the  afji fiance  of  God  againft  his  perfecutors ;  ex- 
horteth  them  to  acknowledge  in  their  hearts  his  'dejgnation  to  the 
throne  of  Said,  and  to  dejijl  from  their  enter  prifes  againft  him  ; 
and  declarcth  that  his  fole  confidence  was  in  God,  in  whofe  favour 
he  was  more  happy  than  -worldly  men  in  their  greateji  affluence. 

HEAR  me  when  I  call,  O  God  of  my  righteoufnefs : 
thou  haft  enlarged  me  when  I  was  in  diftrefs  :  have  mercy 
upon  me,  and  hear  my  prayer.  O  ye  fons  of  men,  how 
long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  (hame  :  how  long  will  ye 
love  vanity,  and  feek  after  leafing?  Selah.  But  know  that 
the  Lord  hath  fet  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  himfelf :  the 
Lord  will  hear  when  I  call  unto  him.  Stand  in  awe,  and 
fin  not :  commune  with  your  own  heart  upon  your  bed, 
and  be  ftill.  Selah.  Offer  the  facrifices  of  righteoufnefs  : 
and  put  your  truft  in  the  Lord.  There  be  many  that  fay, 
Who  will  (hew  us  any  good  V  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  light 
of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Thou  haft  put  gladnefs  in  my 
J»eart,  more  than  in  the  time  that  their  corn  and  their  wine 

K  _•  increafed. 
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vanity:  his  heart  gathereth  iniquity  to  itfelf;  when  he 
goeth  abroad,  he  tefleth  it.  All  that  hate  me  whifper  to- 
gether againft  me :  againft  me  do  they  devife  my  hurt.  An 
evil  difeafe,  fay  they,  cleaveth  faft  unto  him  :  and  now  that 
he  lieth,  he  (hall  rile  up  no  more.  Yea,  mine  own  familiar 
friend,  in  whom  I  trufted,  which  did  eat  of  my  bread,  hath 
lifted  up  his  heel  againft  me.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  be  merci- 
ful unto  me,  and  raife  me  up,  that  I  may  requite  them.  By 
this  1  know  that  thou  favoured  me,  becaufe  mine  enemy  doth 
not  triumph  over  me.  And  as  for  me,  thou  upholdeft  me  in 
mine  integrity,  and  fetteft  me  before  thy  face  for  ever. 
Bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  from  everlafting  and  to 
everlafting.     Amen,  and  Amen.  Pfalm  41. 

David  defcribeth  his  diftrefs  when  hewai  purfued  by  his  enemies,  pro- 
bably in  the  time  of  Abf atom's  rebellion ;  and  complaineth  of  the 
treachery  of  his  fubjet'ls,  more  particularly  of  one,  who  was  probably 
Ahitophel,  begging  that  God  would  confound  their  counfels  and 
dejiroy  the  authors  of  them.  And  at  length,  from  a  view  of  the 
ferf.dioifnefs  of  his  enemies  and  of  his  oxvn  integrity,  he  com- 
fort cth  himfelf  with  hopes  that  God  would  not  jorfake  him,  but 
would  dejiroy  thofe  who  fought  his  ruin. 

GIVE  ear  to  my  prayer,  O  God  ;  and  hide  not  thyfe]f 
from  my  fupplication.  Attend  unto  me,  and  hear  me  :  I 
mourn  in  my  complaint,  and  make  a  noife  ;  becaufe  of  the 
voice  of  the  enemy,  becaufe  of  the  oppreflion  of  the  wicked  : 
for  they  call  iniquity  upon  me,  and  in  wrath  they  hate  me. 
My  heart  is  fore  pained  within  me;  and  the  terrors  of  death 
are  fallen  upon  me.  Fearfulnefs  and  trembling  are  come 
upon  me :  and  horror  hath  overwhelmed  me.  And  I  faid, 
Oh,  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove:  for  then  would  I  fly  away 
and  be  at  reft  :  lo,  then  would  I  wander  far  off,  and  remain 
in  the  wildernefs.  Selah.  1  would  haften  my  efcape  from 
the  windy  ftorm  and  tempeft.  Dcftroy,  O  Lord,  and  divide 
their  tongues :  for  I  have  feen  violence  and  ftrife  in  the  city. 
Day  and  night  they  go  about  it  upon  the  walls  thereof:  mil- 
chief  alfo  and  forrow  are  in  the  midft  of  it.  Wickednefs  is 
in  the  midft  thereof:  deceit  and  guile  depart  not  from  her 
ftreets.  For  it  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  me  :  then 
I  could  haveborneit:  neither  was  it  he  that  hated  me  that  did 
magnify  himfelf  againft  me:  then  I  would  have  hid  myfelf 
from  him.  But  it  was  thou,  a  man,  mine  equal,  my  guide, 
and  mine  acquaintance.  We  took  fweet  counfel  together, 
and  walked  unto  the  houfe  of  God  in  company.  Let  death 
feize  upon  them,  and  let  them  go  down  quick  into  hell  :  for 

wickedness 
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wickednefs  is  in  their  dwellings,  and  among  them.  As  for 
me,  I  will  call  upon  God  :  and  the  Lord  (hall  fave  me. 
Evening  and  morning,  and  at  noon  will  I  pray,  and  cry 
aloud  :  and  he  fhall  hear  my  voice.  He  hath  delivered  my 
foul  in  peace  from  the  battle  that  was  againft  me  :  for  there 
were  many  with  me.  God  fhall  hear  and  afflift  them,  even 
he  that  abideth  of  old :  Selah.  Becaufe  they  have  no 
changes,  therefore  they  fear  not  God.  He  hath  put  forth 
his  hands  againft  fuch  as  be  at  peace  with  him:  he  hath 
broken  his  covenant.  The  words  of  his  mouth  were  fmooth- 
t  r  than  butter,  but  war  was  in  his  heart :  his  words  were 
fofter  than  oil,  yet  were  they  drawn  fvvords.  Caft  thy  burden 
upon  the  Lord,  and  he  fhall  fuftain  thee;  he  fhall  never 
fuffer  the  righteous  to  be  moved.  But  thou,  O  God,  fhalt 
bring  them  down  into  the  pit  of  deftru6lion  :  bloody  and  de- 
ceitful men  fhall  not  live  out  half  their  days :  but  I  will  truft 
in  thee.  Pfalmy3. 

Dax>id  layeth  before  God  the  great  danger  he  xvas  in,  and  entreatetk 
him  to  deliver  him  from  his  enemies,  to  rrjlrain  their  malice,  and 
to  make  them  an  example  to  all  the  world. 

DELIVER  me  from  mine  enemies,  O  my  God:  de- 
fend me  from  them  that  rife  up  againft  me.  Deliver  me 
from  the  workers  of  iniquity,  and  fave  me  from  bloody  men. 
For  lo,  they  lie  in  wait  for  my  foul :  the  mighty  are  gathered 
againft  me:  not  for  my  tranfgreflion,  nor  for  my  tin,  O 
Lord.  They  run  and  prepare  themfelyes  without  my  fault : 
awake  to  help  me,  and  behold.  Thou  therefore,  O  Lord 
God  of  hofts,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  awake  to  vrfit  all  the 
heathen:  be  not  merciful  to  any  wicked  tranfgrelfors.  Selah. 
They  return  at  evening,  they  make  a  noife  like  a  dog,  and 
go  round  about  the  city.  Behold,  they  belch  out  with  their 
mouth:  fwords  are  in  their  lips:  for  who,  fay  they,  doth 
hear?  But  thou,  O  Lord,  fhalt  laugh  at  them:  thou  {halt 
have  all  the  heathen  in  derifion.  Becaufe  of  his  ftren^th 
will  I  wait  upon  thee  :  for  God  is  my  defence.  The  God  of 
my  mercy  fhall  prevent  me  :  God  fhall  let  me  fee  my  defire 
upon  mine  enemies.  Slay  them  not,  left  my  people  forget : 
fcatter  them  by  thy  power :  and  bring  them  down,  O  Lord 
our  fliield.  For  the  (in  of  their  mouth,  and  the  words  of 
their  lips,  let  them  even  be  taken  in  their  pride:  and  for 
curfing  and  lying  which  they  fpeak.  Con  fume  them  in  wrath, 
confume  them,  that  they  may  not  be  :  and  let  them  know 
that  God  ruleth  in  Jacob,  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Selah. 
And  at  evening  let  them  return ;  and  let  them  make  a  noife 

like 


iji  SACRED     LITERATURE.  Book  VII. 

like  a  dog,  and  go  round  about  the  city.  Let  them  wander 
up  and  down  for  meat,  and  grudge  tf  they  be  not  fctjsfied. 
But  I  will  Ting  of  thy  power  ;  yea,  I  will  ling  aloud  of  thy 
mercy  in  the  morning:  for  thou  haft  been  my  defence  and 
.refuge  in  the  day  of  my  trouble.  Unto  thee,  O  my  fuength, 
will  I  fing:  for  God  is  my  defence,  and  the  God  of  my 
mercy.  Pfalm  59. 

David  entreateth  God  to  defend  him  from  the  fubtilty  and  cruelty  of 
his  enemies ;  and  foretelleth  their  ruin,  ivhkh,  he  declares,  i,ill 
be  manifejl  to  all. 

HEAR  my  voice,  O  God,  in  my  prayer:  preferve  my 
life  from  fear  of  the  enemy.  Hide  me  from  the  fecret  coun- 
fel  of  the  wicked  ;  from  the  infurre6tion  of  the  workers  of 
iniquity :  who  whet  their  tongue  like  a  fword,  and  bend  their 
bows  to  moot  their  arrows,  even  bitter  words :  that  they 
may  fhoot  in  fecret  at  the  perfect:  fuddenlydo  theyfhoot  at 
him,  and  fear  not.  They  encourage  themfelves  in  an  evil  mat- 
ter: they  commune  of  laying  fnares  privily :  they  fay,  Who 
fhall  fee  them?  They  fearch  out  iniquities;  they  accomplifh  a 
diligent  fearch:  both  the  inward  thought  of  every  one  of  them, 
and  the  heart  is  deep.  But  God  (hall  Ihoot  at  them  with  an 
arrow  ;  fuddenly  fhall  they  be  wounded.  So  they  fhall  make 
their  own  tongue  to  fall  upon  themfelves  :  all  that  fee  them 
fhall  flee  away.  And  all  men  fhall  fear,  and  fhall  declare  the 
work  of  God  :  for  they  (hall  wifely  confider  of  his  ctping. 
The  righteous  fhall  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  fhall  trufl  in 
him  :  and  all  the  upright  in  heart  fhall  glory.         Pjalm  64. 

David  being  perfecuted  by  his  enemies  frayeth  the  Lord  to  come  to 
his  qjjijhxnce. 

MAKE  hafte,  O  God,  to  deliver  me  ;  make  hafte  to  help 
me,  O  Lord.  Let  them  be  afhamed  and  confounded  thjt 
feek  after  my  foul:  let  them  be  turned  backward,  and  put  to 
confufion,  that  defire  my  hurt.  Let  them  be  turned  back 
for  a  reward  of  their  fhame,  that  lay,  Alia,  aha.  Let  all  thofe 
that  leek  thee  rejoice,  and  be  glad  in  thee:  and  let  fuch  as 
love  thy  falvation  (ay  continually;  Let  God  be  magnified. 
But  I  am  poor  and  ni  edy :  make  hafte  unto  me,  O  God  :  thou 
ait  my  help  :o.xl  my  1  ;  C)  Lord;  m  trrying. 

q    70. 
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David  defrileth  the  malice  and  injuflice  of  his  enemies,  and  givcth  a 
particular  account  of  their  imprecations  againft  him.     He  then 
qefeecheth  God  to  deal  kindly  with  him,  and  to  di [appoint  the  ma- 
lice of  his  accu[ers ;  and  promifeth  that  he  will  joyfully  ahlrale 
lum,  as  the  deliverer  of  the  helplefs  from  mercilefs  oppreffors. 
HOLD  not  thy  peace,    O  God  of  my  praife;  for  the 
mouth  of  the  wicked,  and  the  mouth  of  the  deceitful  are 
opened  againfl  me  :  they  have  fpoken  againft  me  with  a  ly- 
ing tongue.     They  compaffed  me  about  alfo  with  words  of 
hatred  ;  and  fought  againft  me  without  a  caufe.    For  my  love, 
they  are  my  adverfaries:  but  I  give  myfelf  unto  prayer.  And 
they  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for  my  love. 
Set  thou  a  wicked  man  over  him  :  and  let  fatan  ftand  at  his 
right  hand.     When  he  (hall  be  judged  let  him  be  condemn- 
ed, and  let  his  prayer  become  fin.    Let  his  days  be  few  ;  and 
let  another  take  his  office.     Let  his  children  be  falherlefs, 
and  his  wife  a  widow.     Let  his  children  be  continually  vaga- 
bonds, and  beg:  let  them  leek  their  bread  alfo  out  of  their 
defolate  places.     Let  the  extortioner  catch  all  that  he  hath  ; 
and  let  the  ftranger  fpoil  his  labour.     Let  there  be  none  to 
extend  mercy  unto  him  :  neither  let  there  be  any  to  favour 
hisjatherlefs  children.     Let  his  pofterity  be  cut  off;  and  in 
the  generation  following  let  their  name  be  blotted  out.     Let 
the  iniquity  of  his  fathers  be  remembered  with  the  Lord ;  and 
let  not  the  fin  of  his  mother  be  blotted  out.     Let  them  be 
before  the  Lord  continually,  that  he  may  cut  off  the  memory 
of  them  from  the  earth.    Becaufe  that  he  remembered  not  to 
fhew  mercy,  but  perfecuted  the  poor  and  needy  man,  that 
he  might  even  flay  the  broken  in  heart.     As  he  loved  curl- 
ing, fo  let  it  come  unto  him :  as  he  delighted  not  in  bleffino-, 
fo  let  it  be  far  from  him.  As  heclothed  himfelf  with  curfipg  life 
as  with  his  garment,  fo  let  it  come  into  his  bowels  like  water, 
and  like  oil  into  his  bones.     Let  it  be  unto  him  as  the  gar- 
ment which  covereth  him,  and  for  a  girdle  wherewith  he  is 
girded  continually.     Let  this  be  the  reward  of  mine  adverfa- 
ries from  the  Lord,  and  of  them  that  fpeak  evil  againft  my 
foul.    But  do  thou  for  me,  O  God  the  Lord,  for  thy  name's 
fake:  becaufe  thy  mercy  is  good,  deliver  thou  me.     Fori 
am  poor  and  needy,  and  my  heart  is  wounded  within  me.   I 
am  gone  like  the  (hadow  when  it  declineth  :    I  am  tolled 'up 
and  down  as  the  locuft.     My  knees  are  weak  through  faft- 
ing  :    and  my  flefh  faileth  of  fatnefs.     I  became  alto  a  re- 
proach unto  them  :  when  they  lookod  upon  me,  they  fhaked 
their  heads.     Help  me,  O  Lord  my  God  :   O  fave  me  accord- 
in-  to  thy  mercy :  that  they  may  know  that  this  is  thy  hand  ; 

that 
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that  thou,  Lord,  haft  clone  it.  Let  them  curfe,  but  blefs 
thou:  when  they  arife,  let  them  be  afhamed  ;  but  let  thy 
lervant  rejoice.  Let  mine  adverlaries  be  clothed  with  fliame, 
and  let  them  cover  themfelves  with  their  own  confufion  as 
with  a  mantle.  I  will  greatly  praife  the  Lord  with  my  mouth  ; 
yea,  I  will  praife  him  among  the  multitude.  For  he  fhall 
Hand  at  the  right  hand  of  the  poor,  to  lave  him  from  thole 
that  condemn  his  foul.  Pjalm  ioo. 

David  beggeth  of  God  to  defend  him  from  the  deceits  and  calum- 
nies of  the  raicked,  and  complaincth  that  he  is  forced  to  dwell 
among  them. 

IN  my  difliefs  I  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me. 
Deliver  my  ioul,  O  Lord,  from  lying  lips,  and  from  a  de- 
ceitful tongue.  What  fhall  be  given  unto  thee  V  or  what 
lhall  be  done  unto  thee,  thou  falfe  tongue?  Sharp  arrows  of 
the  mighty  with  coals  of  juniper.  Woe  is  me,  that  I  fo- 
journ  in  Mefech  !  that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar!  My 
foul  hath  long  dwelt  with  him  that  hateth  peace.  I  am  for 
peace:  but  when  I  fpeak,  they  are  for  war.  :.'■?:  120. 

David  entreateth  God  to  defend  him  from  the  wiles  and  malice  of 
thofe  who  louxht  his  ruin  ;  prayeth  him  to  blqjl  their  wkked  de- 
Jhns ;  and  affareth  himfelf  of  his  protection. 

DELIVER  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  evil  man :  preferve 

me  from  the  violent  man  ;  which  imagine  mifchiefs  in  their 
heart ;  continually  are  they  gathered  together  for  war.  They 
have  iharpened  their  tongues  like  a  ferpent :  adder's  poifon  is 
under  their  lips.  Selah.  Keep  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  hands 
nf  the  wicked  :  preferve  me  from  the  violent  man  ;  who  have 
purpofed  to  overthrow  my  goings.  The  proud  have  hid  a 
lnare  for  me,  and  cords  ;  they  have  fpread  a  net  by  the  way- 
fide  :  they  have  fet  gins  for  me.  Selah.  I  laid  unto  the 
Lord,  Thou  art  my  God:  hear  the  voice  of  my  Amplica- 
tions, O  Lord.  O  God  the  Lord  the  ftrength  of  my  ialva- 
tibn,  thou  had  covered  my  head  in  the  day  of  battle.  Grant 
riot,  O  Lord,  the  defires  of  the  wicked :  further  not  his  wick- 
device;  left  they  exalt  thcmfelves.  Selah.  As  for  the  head 
ot  thole  that  compafs  me  about,  let  the  milchief  of  their 
own  lips  cover  them.  Let  burning  coals  fall  upon  them:  let 
them  be  cafl  into  the  fire  ;  into  deep  pits,  that  they  rife  not 
up  again.  Let  not  an  evil  fpeaker  be  eilablittied  in  the  earth  : 
.!  lhall  hunt  the  violent  man  to  overthrow  him.  I  know- 
that 
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that  the  Lord  will  maintain  the  caufe  of  the  afHi&ed,  and  the 
right  of  the  poor.  Surely  the  righteous  ihall  give  thanks 
unto  thy  name  :  the  upright  (hall  dwell  in  thy  prefence. 

Pfalm   140. 

David  being  driven  out  of  Judea  by  Saul,  beggeth  of  God  grace 
that  he  may  not  Jin  again  ft  him  with  his  tongue,  nor  be.  drawn  into 
any  Jinful  compliances  by  living  amongjt  idolaters.  He  confdeth 
in  God's  help,  and  prayeth  that  he  would  deliver  him  from  tkofe 
who  fought  his  ruin. 

LORD,  I  cry  unto  thee :  make  hafte  unto  me :  give  ear 
unto  my  voice,  when  I  cry  unto  thee.  Let  my  prayer  be  let 
forth  before  thee  as  incenfe,  and  the  lifting  up  of  my  hands 
as  the  evening  facrifice.  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before  my 
mouth  ;  keep  the  door  of  my  lips.  Incline  not  my  heart  to 
any  evil  thing,  to  pra&ife  wicked  works  with  men  that  work 
iniquity:  ana1  let  me  not  eat  of  their  dainties.  Let  the  righ- 
teous fmite  me  :  it  (hall  be  a  kindnefs:  and  let  him  reprove 
me  ;  it  (hall  be  an  excellent  oil,  which  (hall  not  break  my 
head  :  for  yet  my  prayer  alio  (hall  be  in  their  calamities. 
When  their  judges  are  overthrown  in  ftony  places,  they  (hall 
hear  my  words  ,•  for  they  are  fweet.  Our  bones  are  fcattered 
at  the  grave's  mouth,  as  when  one  cutteth  and  cleaveth  wood 
upon  the  earth.  But  mine  eyes  are  unto  thee,  O  God  the 
Lord :  in  thee  is  my  truft,  leave  not  my  foul  deftitute.  Keep 
me  from  the  fnares  which  they  have  laid  for  me,  and  the  gins 
of  the  workers  of  iniquity.  Let  the  wicked  fall  into  their 
own  nets,  whilft  that  I  withal  efcape.  Pfalm  141. 

Dax  id  Being  furrounded  by  Saul's  army,  he  heggeth  of  God  to  afjifi 
him  in  that  imminent  danger,  and  voweth  in  return  to  praife  him 
for  fo  great  a  mercy. 

I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice :  with  my  voice  un- 
to the  Lord  did  I  make  my  fupplication.  1  poured  out  my 
complaint  before  him;  I  fhewed  before  him  my  trouble. 
When  my  Ipirit  was  overwhelmed  within  me,  then  thou 
kneweft  my  path.  In  the  way  wherein  I  walked  have  they 
privily  laid  a  fnare  for  me.  I  looked  on  my  right  hand,  and 
beheld,  but  there  was  no  man  that  would  know  me  :  refuge 
failed  me:  no  man  cared  for  my  foul.  I  cried  unto  thee, 
O  Lord  ;  I  faid,  Thou  art  my  refuge,  and  my  portion  in  the 
land  of  the  living.  Attend  unto  my  cry;  for  I  am  brought 
very  low  :  deliver  me  from  my  perfecutors ;  for  they  are 
ftronger  than  I.     Bring  my  foul  out  of  prifon,  that  I  may 

praife 
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praife  thy  name;  the  righteous  (hall  compafs  me  about ;  for 
ihou  (halt  deal  bountifully  with  me.  Palm  142. 


Prayers  of  Interceffion. 

lite  people  of  I'rael  entreat  the  Lord  to  tin  Jerve  David  their 
in  the  day  of  tattle,  and  male  him  various  over  his  enemies , 
and  exprefs  their  confidence,  that  God  will  grant  their  rcqueJL 

J  1  i  E  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble  ;  the  name  of 
the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee.  Send  thee  help  from  the 
idiuUiuy,  and  fhengthen  thee  out  of  Zion.  Remember  all 
thy  offerings,  and  accept  thy  burnt  facrifice.  Selah.  Grant 
thee  according  to  thine  own  heart,  and  fulfil  all  thy  counfel. 
We  will  rejoice  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our 
God  Ave  will  let  up  our  banners:  the  Lord  fulfil  all  thy  pe- 
titions. Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  (aveth  his  anointed  :  he 
will  hear  him  from  his  holy  heaven,  with  the  faving  (trength 
of  his  right  hand.  Some  trull  in  chariots,  and  fome  in 
horfes:  but  we  will  remember  the  name  of  the  Lord  our 
God.  They  are  brought  down  and  fallen,  but  we  are  rifen 
and  (land  upright.  Save,  Lord:  let  the  king  hear  us  v.. 
we  call.  Pfah.. 

David  prayrth  to  G">d  to  blefs  the  Ifraelites,  and  to  grant  that  all  the 
nations  vf  the  world  may  praife  and  adore  him. 

GOD  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  blefs  us;  and  caufe  his 
face  to  fhine  upon  us.  Selah.  That  thy  way  may  be  known 
:i  earth,  thy  living  health  among  all  nations.  Let  the 
people  praife  thee,  O  God  :  let  all  the  people  praife  thee.  O 
let  the  nations  be  glad  and  ling  for  joy :  for  thou  (halt  ji u 
the  people  righteoufly,  and  govern  the  nations  upon  earth. 
Selah.  Let  the  people  praife  thee,  O  God  :  let  all  the  peo- 
ple praife  thee.  Then  ihall  the  garth  yield  her  increafe; 
*md  God,  even  our  own  God,  (hall  blefs  us.  God  (hail  1 
us ;  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  (hall  fear  him.       Pfalm  6j. 

David  expreffeth  his  zeal  fur  the  houfe  of  God,  and  I .  r  the 

of  Jerufalem  ,  praying  fir  tit-:  frv'peri'v  •_,<   if,  a 
to  promote  its  v:\Varc. 

I  was  glad  when  they  faid  unto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the 
houfe  of  the  I  Kid.  Our  feet  (hall  (land  within  thy  gate-,  (> 
Jerufalem.     !  1  is  builded  as  a  city  that  is  comprfl  fo 

ler;  whither  the  tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the  I 

unto 
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unto  the  teftimony  of  Ifrael,  to  give  thanks  unto  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  For  there  are  fet  thrones  of  judgment,  the 
thrones  of  the  houfe  of  David.  Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jeru- 
falem  :  they  fhajl  pro fper  that  love  thee.  Peace  be  within 
thy  walls,  and  profperity  within  thy  palaces.  For  my  brethren 
and  companions  fakes,  I  will  now  fay,  Peace  be  within  thee. 
Becaufe  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I  will  feek  thy 
good.  Pfahn  122. 

David  plcadcih  with  God,  and  urgetli  his  folicitude  for  God's  glory, 
and  God's  oath  in  confequence  of  it,  as  arguments  with  him  that 
he  fhould  hear  his  prayer,  and  blcfs  his  pojierity. 

LORD,  remember  David,  and  all  his  afflictions:  how 
lie  fware  unto  the  Lord,  and  vowed  unto  the  mighty  God  of 
Jacob  ,•  Surely,  I  will  not  come  into  the  tabernacle  of  my 
houfe,  nor  go  up  into  my  bed  ;  I  will  not  give  fleep  to  mine 
eyes,  or  (lumber  to  mine  eye-lids,  until  I  find  out  a  place 
for  the  Lord,  an  habitation  for.  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob. 
Lo,  we  heard  of  it  at  Ephratah :  we  found  it  in  the' fields  of 
the  wood.  We  wiji  go  into  his  tabernacles ;  we  will  worlhip 
at  his  foot-ftool.  Arife,  O  Lord,  into  thy  reft;  thou  and 
the  ark  of  thy  ftrength.  Let  thy  pricfts  be  clothed  with 
righteoufnefs  ;  and  let  thy  faints  fhout  for  joy.  For  thy  fer- 
vant  David's  lake  turn  not  away  the  face  of  thine  anointed. 
The  Lord  hath  fworn  in  truth  unto  David  :  he  will  not  turn 
from  it ;  of  the  fruit  of  thy  body  will  I  fet  upon  thy  throne. 
If  thy  children  will  keep  my  covenant  and  my  teftimony  that 
I  (hall  teach  them,  their  children  {hall  alio  fit  upon  thy 
throne  for  evermore.  For  the  Lurd  hath  chofen  Zion  ;  he 
hath  defired  it  for  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft  for  ever : 
here  will  I  dwell ;  lot  1  have  defired  it.  I  will  abundantlv 
blefs  her  provifion  :  1  will  fatisfy  her  poor  with  bread.  I  will 
alio  clothe  her  priefts  with  lalvation:  and  her  faints  (hail 
Ihout  aloud  for  joy.  There  will  I  make  the  horn  of  David 
to  bud  :  I  have  ordained  a  lamp  for  mine  Anointed.  Iii.^ 
enemies  will  I  clothe  with  fhame:  but  upon  khnfelf  fhall  his 
crown  flouiifh.  Pfahn   132. 

David  lujptli  Jehovah  for  the  deliver  anees  hi  hud  already  grant  id 
him,  and  frayetli  for  junker  affijtaQct  Ugafofl  his  foreign  enemieS4 
He  then  defirdeth  the  hapfxnejs  of  that  people  which  hath  Jchv->- 
luh  for  thtir  Goi. 

■    BLFSSEI)  be  the  Lord  my  ftrength,  which  teacheth  my 
hands  to  war,  and  my  fingers  to  light  :  my  goodnefs, 
my  fortrefs;  my  high  tower,  and  my  deliverer  ;  my  (h. 
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and  he  in  whom  I  truft ;  who  fubdueth  my  people  under  me. 
Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takeft  knowledge  of  him?  or 

the  Ion  of  man,  that  thou  makelt  account  or'  him!  Man  is 
like  to  vanity  :  his  days  are  as  a  ihadow  that  palfeth  away. 
Bow  thy  heavens,  O  Lord,  and  come  down  :  touch  the 
mountains,  and  they  {hall  imoke.  Caft  forth  lightning,  and 
fcatter  them  :  (hoot  out  thine  arrows,  and  deftroy  them. 
Send  thine  hand  from  above;  rid  me  and  deliver  me  out  oi 
great  waters  from  the  hand  ol  ftrange  children  ;  whole  mouth 
ipcaketh  vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  right  hand  of  falfe- 
hood.  I  will  ling  a  new  fong  unto  thee,  O  God  :  upon  a 
pfaltery,  and  an  inihument  of  ten  firings  will  I  fing  praifes 
unto  thee.  It  is  he  that  giveth  falvation  unto  kings : 
who  delivereth  David  his  fervant  from  the  hurtful  i'word. 
Rid  me  and  deliver  me  from  the  hand  of  ftrange  children, 
whole  mouth  fpeaketh  vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  right 
hand  of  fa lfehood.  That  our  fons  may  be  as  plants  grown 
up  in  their  youth  ;  that  our  daughters  may  be  as  corner 
dunes,  polifhed  after  the  fimilitucle  of  a  palace:  that  our 
garners  may  be  full,  affording  all  manner  of  ftore ;  that  our 
iheep  may  bring  forth  thoulainls  and  ten  thoufands  in  our 
ftreets :  that  our  oxen  may  be  ftrong  to  labour ;  that  there 
be  no  breaking  in,  nor  going  out ;  that  there  be  no  com- 
plaining in  our  ftreets.  Happy  is  that  people  that  is  in  Rich 
a  cafe  ;  yea,  happy  is  that  people,  whole  God  is  the  Lord. 

Pfalm  144. 


PSALMS    OF   THANKSGIVING. 

Thank fgivings  for  mercies  vouch fafed  to  particular  perfons. 

David's  thankjfetifitte  for  aftgnal  viilory  obtained  over  a  neighbour- 
ing nation  ;  in  which  he  praifeth  the  Lord  for  the  power,  wifdom, 
and  jullirc  he  had  manifefed  in  the  deliverance  of  his  people,  and 
in  the  dejlrutlion  of  their  enemies. 

I  will  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart ;  I  will 
(hew  forth  all  thy  marvellous  works.  I 'will  be  glad  and  re- 
joice in  thee  :  I  will  ling  praife  to  thy  name,  O  thou  moft 
High.  When  mine  enemies  are  turned  back,  they  (hall  fall 
and  perilh  at  thy  prefence.     For  thou  haft  maintained  my 

ht  and  mycaufe:  thou  fatteft  in  the  throne  judging  right. 
Thou  haft  rebuked  the  heathen,  thou  haft  deftroyed  the 
Wicked,  thou  hall  put  out  their  pame  for  ever  and  ever.     O 

thou 
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thou  enemy,  definitions  are  come  to  a  perpetual  end  :  and 
thou  haft  deftroyed  cities ,-  their  memorial  is  perifhed  with 
them.  But  the  Lord  (hall  endure  forever:  Ke  hath  pre- 
pared his  throne  for  judgment.  And  he  fhall  judge  the 
world  in  righteoufnefs,  he  mall  minifter  judgment  to  the 
people  in  upright nefs.  The  Lord  alio  will  be  a  refuge  for 
the  opprefled  ;  a  refuge  in  times  of  trouble.  And  they  that 
know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee:  for  thou,  Lord, 
haft  not  forfaken  them  that  leek  thee.  Sing  praifes  to  the 
Lord,  which  dwelleth  in  Zion:  declare  among  the  people 
his  doings.  When  he  maketh  inquifition  for  blood,  he  re- 
membereth  them  ;  he  forgetteth  not  the  cry  of  the  humble. 
Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord  ;  confider  my  trouble  which 
I  fufFer  of  them  that  hate  me,  thou  that  lilteft  me  up  from 
the  gates  of  death  ;  that  I  may  (hew  forth  all  thy  praife  in 
the  gates  of  the  daughter  of  Zion  :  I  will  rejoice  in  thy  falva- 
tion.  The  heathen  are  funk  down  in  the  pit  that  they  made  : 
in  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken.  The 
Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executeth  :  the 
wicked  is  fnared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands.     Hi^eaion. 

DO 

Selah.  The  wicked  fhall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  th-e 
nations  that  forget  God.  For  the  needy  fhall  not  aiway  be 
forgotten  :  the  expectation  of  the  poor  fhall  not  perifli  for 
ever.  Arife,  O  Lord;  let  not  man  prevail:  let  the  heathen 
be  judged  in  thy  light.  Put  them  in  fear,  O  Lord :  that  the 
nations  may  know  thernlelves  to  be  but  men.     Selah. 

Pfalm  g. 

David  defcribeth  the  great  dangers  he  had  been  expofed  to,  the  won- 
derful deliverances  he  had  met  with,  and  the  Jignai  victories  he 
had  obtained  over  his  qtm'tes  by  the  divine  ajfi fiance ;  extolling 
(he  power,  juftice,  and  ^oodneft,  which  Cod  had  manifejled  on 
the  ft:  occqjions. 

I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord  my  ftrength.  The  Lord  is  my 
rock,  and  my  fortrels,  and  my  deliverer;  my  God,  my 
ftrength,  in  whom  I  will  truft  ;  my  buckler,  and  the  horn  of 
my  falvation,  and  my  high  tower.  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord, 
who  is  worthy  to  be  prailed  :  lb  fhall  I  be  laved  from  mine 
enemies.  The  forrows  of  death  compalfed  me,  and  the  floods 
of  ungodly  men  made  me  afraid.  The  forrows  of  hell  com- 
palfed me  about :  the  fnares  of  death  prevented  me.  In  my 
diftrefs  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  cried  unto  my  God:  he 
heard  my  voice  out  of  his  temple,  and  my  cry  came  before 
him,  even  into  nis  ears.  Then  the  earth  (hook  and  trem- 
bled; the  foundations  alfoof  the  hills  moved  and  were  fhak- 

en, 
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en,  becaufe  he  was  wroth.  1  here  went  up  a  fmoke  out  of 
his  noftrils,  and  fire  out  of  his  mouth  devoured  :  coals  were 
kindled  by  it.  He  bowed  the  heavens  alfo  and  came  down: 
and  darknefs  was  under  his  feet.  And  he  rode  upon  a  che- 
rub, and  did  fly  :  yea,  he  did  fly  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind. 
He  made  darknefs  his  ferret  place:  his  pavilion  round  about 
him  were  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of  the  Ikies.  At  the 
hrightnefs  that  was  before  him  his  thick  clouds  palfed  ;  hal- 
ftones and  cods  of  fare.  The  Lord  alfo  thundered  in  the 
heavens,  and  the  Higheft:  gave  his  voice :  hail  Hones  and 
coals  of  fire.  Yea,  he  lent  out  his  arrow*,  and  lcattered  them  ; 
and  he  fnot  out  lightnings,  and  difcomfited  them.  Then 
the  channels  of  waters  were  leen,  and  the  foundations  of  the 
world  were  difcovered  at  thy  rebuke,  O  Lord,  at  the  blaft  of 
the  breath  of  thy  noftrils.  He  fent  from  above,  he  took  me, 
he  drew  me  out  of  many  waters.  He  delivered  me  from  my 
ftrong  enemy,  and  from  them  which  hated  me :  for  they  were 
too  ft  von  g  for  me.  They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  ca- 
lamity: but  the  Lord  was  my  (lay.  lie  brought  me  forth 
alio  into  a  large  place  ;  he  delivered  me  becaufe  he  delighted 
in  me.  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  according  to  the  deannefs  of  my  hands  hath  he  re- 
compenfed  me.  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and 
have  not  wickedly  departed  from  my  God.  For  all  his  judg- 
ments were  before  me,  and  I  did  not  put  away  his  ftatutes 
from  me.  I  was  alfo  upright  before  him,  and  1  kept  myfelf 
from  mine  iniquity.  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  recompenfed 
me  according  to  my  righteoufnefs,  according  to  the  dean- 
nefs ofwmy  hands  in  his  eye-light.  With  the  merciful  thou 
wilt  fhew  thyfelf  merciful;  with  an  upright  man  thou  wilt 
(hew  thyfelf  upright  ;  with  the  pure  thou  wilt  fhew  thyfelf 
pure;  and  with  the  rrpward  thou  wilt  fhew  thyfelf  froward. 
For  thou  wilt  lave  the  afflicted  people;  but  wilt  bring  down 
high  looks.  For  thou  wilt  light  mv  candle:  the  Lord  my 
God  will  enlighten  my  darknefs.  For  by  thee  I  have  run 
through  a  troop,  and  by  my  God  have  I  leaped  over  a  v 

a  God,  his  way  is  perfect :  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  tried  : 
hfl  is  a  buckler  to  all  thole  that.truft  in  him.    For  who  is  God 
Lord:'  or  who  i-  a  rod;  faye  our  God?    It  is  G 

•  v -ilh  urui.dh,  and   maketh  my  way  per;.     . 
&et  like  himl-'Lil,  afjld  fetteth  lib  upon  my 

t  a  bow 
Ifo  given  i  i 

;d  of  thy  lalvitipn:  ai  ht  handhith  holden  me 

up,    and  thy  gfcntienrf  -ll-     Thou  haft 

I  M    : 


Book  VII.  SACRED    LITERATURE.  161 

enlarged  my  fteps  under  me  ;  that  my  feet  did  not  flip.  I  have 
purfued  mine  enemies,  and  overtaken  them  :  neither  did  I 
turn  again  till  they  were  confumed.  I  have  wounded  them 
that  they  were  not  able  to  rife:  they  are  fallen  under  my  feet. 
For  thou  haft  girded  me  with  ftrength  unto  the  battle :  thou 
haft  fubdued  under  me  thofe  that  rofe  up  againft  me.  Thou 
haft  alfo  given  me  the  necks  of  mine  enemies :  that  I  might 
deftroy  them  that  hate  me.  They  cried,  but  there  was  none 
to  fave  them :  even  unto  the  Lord,  but  he  anfwered  them 
not.  Then  did  I  beat  them  fmall  as  the  duft  before  the 
wind  :  I  did  caft  them  out  as  the  dirt  in  the  ftreets.  Thou 
haft  delivered  me  from  the  ftrivings  of  the  people  ;  and  thou 
haft  made  me  the  head  of  the  heathen  :  a  people  whom  I  have 
not  known  fhall  ferve  me.  As  foon  as  they  hear  of  me,  they 
fhall  obey  me:  the  ftrangers  (hall  fubmit  themfelves  unto 
me.  The  ftrangers  fhall  fade  away,  and  be  afraid  out  of  their 
clofe  places.  The  Lord  liveth,  and  bleifed  be  my  rock :  and 
let  the  God  of  my  falvation  be  exalted.  It  is  God  that 
avengeth  me,  and  fubdueth  the  people  unto  me.  He  deli- 
vereth  me  from  mine  enemies :  yea,  thou  lifted  me  up  above 
thofe  that  rife  up  againft  me  :  thou  haft  delivered  me  from 
the  violent  man.  Therefore  will  I  give  thanks  unto  thee, 
O  Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and  ling  praifes  unto  thy 
name.  Great  deliverance  giveth  he  to  his  king ;  and  fheweth. 
mercy  to  his  anointed,  to  David,  and  to  his  feed  for  ever- 
more. Pfalm  18. 

The  Ifraelites  pra'tfe  God  for  the  victory  vouchfafcd  to  David  their 
king,  and  exprefs  their  confidence  in  the  future  protection  of  the 
Almighty. 

THE  king  fhall  joy  in  thy  ftrength,  O  Lord  ;  and  in  thy 
falvation  how  greatly  fhall  he  rejoice  !  Thou  haft  given  him 
his  heart's  defire,  and  haft  not  withholden  the  requeft  of  his 
lips.  Selah.  For  thou  prevented:  him  with  the  bleftings  of 
goodnefs :  thou  fetteft  a  crown  of  pure  gold  upon  his  head. 
He  afked  life  of  thee,  and  thou  gaveft  it  him,  even  length 
of  days  for  ever  and  ever.  His  glory  is  great  in  thy  falvation : 
honour  and  majefty  haft  thou  laid  upon  him.  For  thou  haft 
made  him  moft  bleffed  for  ever :  thou  haft  made  him  exceed- 
ing glad  with  thy  countenance.  For  the  king  trufteth  in  the 
Lord  ;  and  through  the  mercy  of  the  moft  High  he  fhall  not 
be  moved.  Thine  hand  fhall  find  out  all  thine  enemie.:- :  thy 
right  hand  fhall  find  out  thofe  that  hate  thee.  Thou  fhalt 
make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the  time  of  thine  anger  :  the 
Lord  fhall  fwallow  them  up  in  his  wrath,  and  the  fire  fhall 
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devour  them.  Their  fruit  flialt  thou  deftroy  from  the  earth, 
and  their  feed  from  among  the  children  of  men.  For  they 
intended  evil  againft  thee  :  they  imagined  a  mifchievous  de- 
vice, which  they  are  not  able  to  perform.  Therefore  ihalt 
thou  make  them  turn  their  back,  when  thou  (halt  make  rea- 
dy thine  arrows  upon  thy  firings  againft  the  face  of  them. 
Be  thou  exalted,  Lord,  in  thine  own  ftrength  ;  fo  will  we 
fing  and  praife  thy  power.  Pfalm  21. 

David  lhanketh  God  for  having  recovered  him  from  af.clnefs  which 
had  brought  him  to  the  very  gates  of  death  ;  acknowledgeth  that 
profperity  had  made  him  forget  himfelf,  and  that  God  had  chaf- 
tened  him  to  bring  him  to  afenfe  of  his  weaknefs  and  dtpendance  ; 
vows  therefore  to  praife  God  continually. 

I  will  extol  thee,  O  Lord:  for  thou  haft  lifted  me  up, 
and  haft  not  made  my  foes  to  rejoice  over  me.  O  Lord  my 
God,  I  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou  haft  healed  me.  O  Lord, 
thou  haft  brought  up  my  foul  from  the  grave:  thou  haft 
kept  me  alive  that  I  fhould  not  go  down  to  the  pit.  Sing 
unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  faints  of  his,  and  give  thanks  at  the 
remembrance  of  his  holinefs.  For  his  anger  endureth  but 
a  moment  ;  in  his  favour  is  life  :  weeping  may  endure  for  a 
night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning.  And  in  my  prof- 
perity I  faid,  I  fhajl  never  be  moved.  Lord,  by  thy  favour 
thou  haft  made  my  mountain  to  ftand  ftrong,  thou  didft  hide 
thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled.  I  cried  to  thee,  O  Lord ;  and 
unto  the  Lord  I  made  fupplication.  What  profit  is  there  in 
my  blood,  when  I  go  down  to  the  pit  ?  fhall  the  duft  praife 
Ihee?  fhall  it  declare  thy  truth?  Hear,  O  Lord  ;  and  have 
mercy  upon  me:  Lord,  be  thou  my  helper.  Thou  haft 
turned  for  me  my  mourning  into  dancing:  thou  haft  put  off 
my  fackcloth,  and  girded  me  with  gladnefs:  to  the  end  that 
my  glory  may  fing  praife  to  thee,  and  not  be  filent.  O  Lord 
my  God,  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever.       Pfalm  30. 

David  praifeth  God  for  delivering  him,  when  he  teas  iifcov&ed  /  y 
the  Phili  (lines  in  the  city  of  Gat h.  He  reprefenteth  God's  care  and 
protection  of  his  children,  the  advantages  which  the  fear  of  God 
procures  them,  and  the  fatal  lot  of  the  wicked. 

I  will  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times:  his  praife  fliall  con- 
tinually be  in  my  mouth.  My  foul  fhall  make  her  boaft  in 
the  Loid  :  the  humble  fliall  hear  thereof,  and  be  glad.  O 
magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together. 
I  fought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me,  and  delivered  mc  from 

all 
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nil  my  fears.  They  looked  unto  him,  and  were  lightened  ; 
and  their  faces  were  not  afhamed.  This  poor  man  cried,  and 
the  Lord  heard  him,  and  favcd  him  out  of  all  his  troubles. 
The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear 
him,  and  delivereth  them.  O  tafte,  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is 
good  ;  blelfed  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  him.  O  fear  the 
Lord,  ye  his  faints:  for  there  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear 
him.  The  young  lions  do  lack,  and  fuffer  hunger  :  but  they 
that  feek  the  Lord  (hall  not  want  any  good  thing.  Come, 
ye  children,  hearken  unto  me  :  I  will  teach  you  the  fear  of 
the  Lord.  What  man  is  he  that  defireth  life,  and  loveth 
many  days,  that  he  may  fee  good?  Keep  thy  tongue  from 
evil,  and.  thy  lips  from  fpeaking  guile.  Depart  from  evil, 
and  do  good ;  feek  peace,  and  puriue  it.  The  eyes  of  the 
Lord  are  upon  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  are  open  unto 
their  cry.  The  face  of  the  Lord  is  againft  them  that  do  evil, 
to  cut  off  the  remembrance  of  them  from  the  earth.  The 
righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth,  and  delivereth  them 
out  of  all  their  troubles.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them  that 
are  of  a  broken  heart ;  and  faveth  fuch  as  be  of  a  contrite 
fpirit.  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous:  but  the 
Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all.  He  keepeth  all  his 
bones ;  not  one  of  item  is  broken.  Evil  (hall  flay  the  wick- 
ed ;  and  they  that  hate  the  righteous  fhall  be  defolate.  The 
Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fervants :  and  none  of  them 
that  truft  in  him  (hall  be  defolate*  Pjalm  34. 

Afapk,  fpeaking  in  the  perfon  of  his  prince,  praifeth  God  for  the 
ivonderful  works  xvhich  he  had  done  towards  delivering  him  from 
the  heathen  who  had  invaded  him,  and  ejlablijhed  him  a^ain  in 
his  kingdom  ;  and  voweth,  that,  when  he  Jhould  be  compleatly 
fettled,  he  tvould govern  it  righteoujly. 

UNTO  thee,  O  God,  do  we  give  thanks,  unto  thee  do 
we  give  thanks:  for  that  thy  name  is  near,  thy  wondrous 
Works  declare.  When  I  (hall  receive  the  congregation,  I 
will  judge  uprightly.  The  earth  and  all  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  diifolved :  I  bear  the  pillars  of  it.  Selah.  I  faid 
unto  the  fools,  Deal  not  foolilhly ;  and  to  the  wicked,  Lift 
not  "up  the  horn.  Lift  not  up  your  horn  on  high:  fpeak 
not  with  afliff  neck.  For  promotion  cometh  neither  from 
the  eaft,  nor  from  the  weft,  nor  from  the  fouth.  But  God 
is  thejudge  :  he  putteth  down  one,  and  fetteth  up  another. 
For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup,  and  the  wine  is 
red  :  it  is  full  of  mixture,  and  he  poureth  out  of  the  fame : 

h?.  but 
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but  the  dregs  thereof  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  fliall  wring 
them  out,  and  drink  them.  But  I  will  declare  for  ever;  I 
will  fing  praifes  to  the  God  of  Jacob.  Ail  the  horns  of  the 
wicked  alfo  will  I  cut  off ;  but  the  horns  of  the  righteous 
fliall  be  exalted.  Pfalm  75. 

David  llcjfdh  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs  towards  himfclf  and  the 
Ifraelites ;  celebrates  his  great  mercy  and  tender  companion  to- 
wards hii  people;  and  invitcth  all  creatures  to  join  with  him  in 
praying  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

BLESS  the  Lord,  O  my  foul :  and  all  that  is  within  me 
blefs  his  holy  name.     Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  for- 
get not  all  his  benefits:  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities; 
who  healelh  all  thy  difeafes  ;  who  rcdeemeth  thy  life  from 
deftru&ion ;    who  crowneth  thee  with  loving  kindnefs  and 
tender  mercies;  who  fatisfieth  thy  mouth  with  good  things; 
fothat  thy  youth  is  renewed  like  the  eagle's.     The  Lord  ex- 
ecuteth  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  for  all  that  are  oppreffed. 
He  made  known  his  ways  unto  Mofes,  his  acts  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  IfraeJ.     The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious,  (low  to 
anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy.     He  will  not  always  chide  : 
neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever.     He  hath  not  dealt 
with  us  after  our  fins :  nor  rewarded  us  according  to  our  in- 
iquities.   For  as  the  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  fo  great 
is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear  him.     As  far  as  the  eafi 
is  from  the  well,  fo  far  hath  he  removed  our  tranfgrelfions 
from  us.     Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord 
pitieth  them  that  fear  him.     For  he  knoweth  our  frame:  he 
remembereth  that  we  are  dull.     As  for  man,  his  days  are  as 
oral's:    as  a  flower  of  the  field,  fo  he  flourilheth.     For  the 
wind  paffeth  over  it,  and  it  is  gone:  and  the  place  thereof 
{hall  know  it  no  more.     But  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  from 
cverlafling  to  everlafting  upon  them  that  fear  him,  and  his 
lighteoulnefs  unto  children's  children  ;  to  fuch  as  keep  his 
covenant,  and  tothofe  that  remember  his  commandments  to 
do  them.     The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  hea- 
vens; and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.     Blefs  the  Lord,  ye 
his  angels,  that  excel  in  ftrength,  that  do  his  commandments, 
hearkening  unto  the  voice  of  his  word.     Blefs  ye  the  Lord, 
all   ye  his  hofts  ;  ye  minifters  of  his,  that  do  his  pleafure. 
Blefs  the  Lord,  all  his  works  in  all  places  of  his  dominion  : 
blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  Pfalm  103. 


David 
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David  praifeth  God  zvith  great  zeal,  and  imploreth  his  afjijlance* 
He  then  ajfureth  himfelf,  that  by  the  divine  aid  he  Jhoidd  be  vic- 
torious over  the  Moabites,  Edomites,  and  all  thofe  who  oppofed 
him. 

0  God,  my  heart  is  fixed,  I  will  fing  and  give  praife, 
even  with  my  glory.  Awake,  pfaltery  and  harp:  I  myfelf 
will  awake  early.  I  will  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the 
people:  and  I  will  fing  praifes  unto  thee  among  the  nations. 
For  thy  mercy  is  great  above  the  heavens :  and  thy  truth 
reacheth  unto  the  clouds.  Be  thou  exalted,  O  God,  above 
the  heavens :  and  thy  glory  above  all  the  earth ;  that  thy 
beloved  may  be  delivered :  lave  with  thy  right  hand,  and 
anfwer  me.  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holinefs  ;  I  will  rejoice : 
I  will  divide  Shechem,  and  mete  out  the  valley  of  Succoth. 
Gilead  is  mine,  Manaffeh  is  mine ;  Ephraim  alfo  is  the 
ftrength  of  mine  head  :  Judah  is  my  lawgiver ;  Moab  is  my 
wafhpot  ;  over  Edom  will  I  caft  out  my  (hoe:  over  Philiftia 
will  I  triumph.  Who  will  bring  me  into  the  ftrong  city  ? 
who  will  lead  me  into  Edom?  Wilt  not  thou,  O  God,  who 
haft  caft  us  off?  and  wilt  not  thou,  O  God,  go  forth  with 
our  hofts  ?  Give  us  help  from  trouble  :  for  vain  is  the  help 
of  man.  Through  God  we  ihall  do  valiantly  :  for  he  it  is 
that  (hall  tread  down  our  enemies.  Pfalm  1 08. 

David  praifeth  God  with  tranfports  of  zeal,  joy,  and  love,  for  the 
deliverance  he  had  granted  him  from  imminent  death,  and  for  all 
the  favours  he  had  be  (lowed  upon  him. 

1  love  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice  and  my 
fupplications.  Becaufe  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me, 
therefore  will  I  call  upon  him  as  long  as  I  live.  The 
forrows  of  death  compaffed  me,  and  the  pains  of  hell 
gat  hold  upon  me :  I  found  trouble  and  forrow.  Then 
called  I  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  O  Lord,  I  be- 
feech  thee,  deliver  my  foul.  Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and 
righteous;  yea,  our  God  is  merciful.  The  Lord  pre- 
ferveth  the  fimple :  I  was  brought  low,  and  he  helped  me. 
Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul ;  for  the  Lord  hath  dealt 
bountifully  with  thee.  For  thou  haft  delivered  my  foul  from 
death,  mine  eyes  from  tears,  and  my  feet  from  falling.  I 
will  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.  I  be- 
lieved, therefore  have  I  fpoken :  1  was  greatly  affli£ted  :  I  faid 
in  my  hafte ;  all  men  are  liars.  What  fhall  I  render  unto 
the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toward  me  ?  I  will  take  the  cup 
of  falvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,     I  will 
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pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  prefence  of  all  his 
people.  Precious  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his 
faints.  O  Lord,  truly  I  am  thy  fervant,  I  am  thy  fervant, 
and  the  fon  of  thy  handmaid :  thou  haft  looled  my  bonds. 
I  will  offer  to  thee  the  facrifke  of  thankfgiving,  and  will 
call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto 
the  Lord  now  in  the  prefence  of  all  his  people,  in  the  courts 
of  the  Lord's  houfe,  in  the  mid  11  of  thee,  O  Jerufalem. 
Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pjalm  1 16. 

David  infpired  with  a  holy  zeal,  declareth  that  he  mil  praife  God 
publickly  for  all  his  kindnefs  tswards  him,  which,  when  known, 
xvould  invite  all  other  kings  to  praife  him  too.  He  then  tejlifeth 
his  entire  confidence  in  God's  protection. 

I  will  praife  thee  with  my  whole  heart :  before  the  gods 
will  I  fing  praife  unto  thee.  I  will  worlhip  toward  thy  holy 
temple,  and  praife  thy  name,  for  thy  loving  kindnefs  and  fur 
thy  truth :  for  thou  haft  magnified  thy  word  above  all  thy 
name.  In  the  day  when  I  cried  thou  anfweredft  me,  and 
ftrengthenedft  me  with  ftrength  in  my  foul.  All  the  kings 
of  the  earth  fhall  praife  thee,  O  Lord,  when  they  hear  the 
words  of  thy  mouth.  Yea,  they  fhall  fing  in  the  ways  of 
the  Lord  ;  for  great  is  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Though  the 
Lord  be  high,  yet  hath  he  refpecl:  unto  the  lowly  :  but  the 
proud  he  knoweth  afar  off.  Though  I  walk  in  the  midft  of 
trouble,  thou  wilt  revive  me :  thou  (halt  ftretch  forth  thine 
hand  againlt  the  wrath  of  mine  enemies,  and  thy  right  hand 
fhall  fave  me.  The  Lord  will  perfect  that  which  concern- 
eth  me :  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  endureth  for  ever:  forfake 
not  the  works  of  thine  own  hands.  Pjalm  138. 


Thankfgivings  for  mercies  vouchfafed  to  the  Ifraelites  in 

general. 

A  thankfgiving  of  one  of  the  fons  of  Korah,  for  the  affijlance  which 
Jehovah  had  granted  his  people,  at  a  time  when  Jerufahn  was 
attacked  by  feveral  nations. 

G  OD  is  our  refuge  and  ftrength,  a  very  prefent  help  in 
trouble.  Therefore  will  not  we  fear,  though  the  earth  be  re- 
moved, and  though  the  mountains  be  carried  into  the  midft 
of  the  fea;  though  the  waters  thereof  roar,  and  be  troubled, 
though  the  mountains  fhake  with  the  fwelling  thereof.  Selah. 

There 
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There  is  a  river,  the  dreams  whereof  (hall  make  glad  the  city 
of  God  ;  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  moft  High. 
God  is  in  the  midd  of  her  ;  (he  mall  not  be  moved:  God 
fhall  help  her,  and  that  right  early.  The  heathen  raged, 
the  kingdoms  were  moved  :  he  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth 
melted.  The  Lord  of  hofls  is  with  us  ;  the  God  of  Jacob  is 
our  refuge.  Selah.  Come,  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord, 
what  detblat ions  he  hath  made  in  the  earth.  He  maketh 
wars  to  ceafe  unto  the  end  of  the  earth  ;  he  breaketh  the  bow, 
and  cutteth  the  fpear  in  {"under ;  he  burneth  the  chariot  in 
the  fire.  Be  dill,  and  know  that  I  am  God  :  I  will  be  ex- 
alted among  the  heathen,  1  will  be  exalted  in  the  earth. 
The  Lord  of  hods  is  with  us ;  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge. 
Selah.  pfalm  46. 

A  thank {giving  of  one  of  the  fans  of  Korah,  for  the  fudden  retreat 
of  kings  and  their  armies  from  before  Jerufalen,  xvho  werefo  intimi- 
dated by  Jehovah,  her  prote6lort  that  they  dared  not  to  ajfault 
her. 

GREAT  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  praifed,  in  the 
city  of  our  God,  in  the  mountain  of  his  holinefs.     Beautiful 
for  fitr.ation,  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  is  mount  Zion,  on 
the  fides  of  the  north,  the  city  of  the  great  king.     God  is 
known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge.     For  lo,  the  kings  were 
affembled,  they  pafTed  by  together.     They  faw  it,  and  fo 
they  marvelled,  they  were  troubled,  and  haded  away.    Fear 
took  hold  upon  them  there,  and  pain,  as  of  a  woman  in 
travail.     Thou  breaked  the  (hips  of  Tarfhifh,  with  an  ead 
wind.     As  we  have  heard,    fo  have  we  feen  in  the  city  of 
the  Lord  of  hods,  in  the  city  of  our  God  :  God  will  edablifli 
it  for  ever.     Selah.     We  have  thought  of  thy  loving  kind- 
nefs,  O  God,  in  the  midd  of  thy  temple.     According  to  thy 
name,  O  God,  fo  is  thy  praife  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth  : 
thy  right  hand  is  full  of  righteoufnefs.     Let  mount  Zion  re- 
joice, let  the  daughters  of  Judah  be   glad,  becaufe  of  thy 
judgments.     Walk  about  Zion,   and  go  round  about  her: 
tell  the  towers  thereof.     Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  confider 
her  palaces:  that  ye  may  tell  it  to  the  generation  following. 
For  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever:  he  will  be  our 
guide  even  unto  death.  Pfalm  48. 


David 
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David  praifeth  God  for  the  Spiritual  bitfmgt,  which  he  granted  to 
thojewho  worjlnpped  him  on  mount  Sion;  and  for  the  temporal 
bjefjjngs,  which  he  befiowed  upon  the  Ijraclites,  efpecially  in  the 
fruit julncfs  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

F RAISE  waiteth  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Sion:  and  unto 
thee  fhall  the  vow  be  performed.  O  thou  that  heareft  pray- 
er, unto  thee  (hall  all  flefh  come.  Iniquities  prevail  againft 
me:  as  for  our  tranfgrefiions  thou  (halt  purge  them  away. 
BlefTed  is  the  man  whom  thou  choofeft  and  "caufeft  to  ap- 
proach unto  thee,  that  he  may  dwell  in  thy  courts  :  we  (hall 
be  iatisfied  with  the  goodnefs  of  thy  houfe,  even  of  thy  holy 
temple.  By  terrible  things  in  righteoulhefs,  wilt  thou  an- 
fwer  us,  O  God  of  our  falvation  :  who  art  the  confidence  of 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  of  them  that  are  afar  off  upon 
the  fea.  Which  by  his  ftrength  fetteth  faft  the  mountains: 
being  girded  with  power.  Which  flilleth  the  noife  of  the 
feas,  the  noife  of  their  waves,  and  the  tumult  of  the  people. 
They  alfo  that  dwell  in  the  uttermoft  parts  are  afraid  at  thy 
tokens:  thou  mnkeft  the  out-goings  of  the  morning  and 
evening  to  rejoice.  Thou  vifiteft  the  earth,  and  watereft  it : 
thou  greatly  enricheft  it  with  the  river  of  God,  which  is  full 
of  water  :  thou  prepared  them  corn,  when  thou  haft  fo  pro- 
vided for  it.  Thou  watereft  the  ridges  thereof  abundantly ; 
thou  fettleft  the  furrows  thereof :  thou  makeft  it  foft  with 
fliowers  :  thoubleffeft  the  fpringing  thereof.  Thou  crown- 
ed the  year  with  thy  goodnefs:  and  thy  paths  drop  fatnefs. 
They  drop  upon  the  paftures  of  the  wildernefs  :  and  the  little 
hills  rejoice  on  every  fide.  The  paftures  are  clothed  with 
flocks :  the  valleys  alfo  are  covered  over  with  corn ;  they 
fhout  for  joy,  they  alfo  fing.  Pfalm  65. 

David  celebrates  God  for  the  deliverances  he  had  formerly  granted 
las  people.     He  then  praifeth  him  for  the  favours  he  himjelf  had 
received  from  him,  and  calleth  upon  all  good  men  to  learn  of  him, 
to  trufl  in  God  and  to  fear  him  more  and  more. 
M  A  K  E  a  joyful  noife  unto  God,  all  ye  lands  :  fing  forth 
the  honour  of  his  name :    make  his  praife  glorious.     Say 
unto  God,  how  terrible  art  thou  in  thy  works  ?  through  the 
greatnefs  of  thy  power  fhall  thine  enemies  fubmit  themfelves 
unto  thee.     All  the  earth  (hall  worfhip  thee,  and  fhall  fing 
unto  thee:    they  fhall  ling  to  thy  name.     Selah.     Come, 
and  fee  the  works  of  God:  he  is  terrible  in  his  doing  to- 
ward the  children  of  men.  He  turned  the  fea  into  dry  land  : 
they  went  through  the  flood  on  loot :  there  did  we  rejoice  iq 
him.     Herukth  by  his  power  for  ever ;  his  eyes  behold  the 

nations ; 
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nations :  let  not  the  rebellious  exalt  themfelves.  Selah.  O 
bid's  our  God,  ye  people,  and  make  the  voice  of  his  praife 
to  be  heard  :  which  holdeth  our  foul  in  life,  and  fuffereth 
not  our  feet  to  be  moved.  For  thou,  O  God,  haft  proved 
us;  thou  haft  tried  us,  as  filver  is  tried.  Thou  broughteft 
us  into  the  net,  thou  laidft  affliction  upon  our  loins.  Thou 
haft  caufed  men  to  ride  over  our  heads  ;  we  went  through  lire 
and  through  water:  but  thou  broughteft  us  out  into  a 
wealthy  place.  I  will  go  into  thy  houfe  with  burnt-offer- 
ings :  I  will  pay  thee  my  vows,  which  my  lips  have  uttered, 
and  my  mouth  hath  fpoken  when  I  was  in  trouble.  I  will 
offer  unto  thee  burnt  iacrifices  of  fatlings,  with  the  incenfe 
of  rams;  I  will  offer  bullocks  with  goats.  Selah.  Come 
and  hear,  all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what  he 
hath  done  for  my  foul.  I  cried  unto  him  with  my  mouth, 
and  he  was  extolled  with  my  tongue.  If  I  regard  iniquity 
in  my  heart,  the  Lord  will  not  hear  me.  But  verily  God 
hath  heard  me :  he  hath  attended  to  the  voice  of  my  prayer. 
Eleflfed  be  God,  which  hath  not  turned  away  my  prayer,  nor 
his  mercy  from  me.  Pfalm  66. 

Afong  of  triumph  on  God's  deliverance  of  Jentfalem  from  a  pow- 
erful army  which  threatened  the  dejlruclion  of  it,  probably  from 
the  army  of  Sennacherib . 

I N  Judah  is  God  known :  his  name  is  great  in  Ifrael.  In 
Salem  alfo  is  his  tabernacle,  and  his  dwelling-place  in  Zion. 
There  brake  he  the  arrows  of  the  bow,  the  (hield,  and  the 
fword,  and  the  battle.  Selah.  Thou  art  more  glorious  and 
excellent  than  the  mountains  of  prey.  The  ftout-hearted 
are  fpoiled,  they  have  flept  their  deep:  and  none  of  the 
men  of  might  have  found  their  hands.  At  thy  rebuke,  O 
God  of  Jacob,  both  the  chariot  and  horfe  are  caft  into  a  dead 
deep.  Thou,  even  thou,  art  to  be  feared,  and  who  may 
ftand  in  thy  fight  when  once  thou  art  angry  ?  Thou  didft 
caufe  judgment  to  be  heard  from  heaven  ;  the  earth  feared 
and  was  (till,  when  God  arofe  to  judgment,  to  fave  all  the 
meek  of  the  earth.  Selah.  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  {hall 
praife  thee:  the  remainder  of  wrath  flialt  thou  reftrain.  Vow, 
and  pay  unto  the  Lord  your  God :  let  all  that  be  round  about 
him  bring  prefents  unto  him  that  ought  to  be  feared.  He 
mall  cut  off  the  fpirit  of  princes ;  he  is  terrible  to  the  kings 
of  the  earth.  Pfalm  76. 

Afaph 
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Afaph  exhort et/i  the  lfracYtfes  t  >  exprefs  the  h'urhcft  joy  and  than':- 
fulnefs  to  God  on  the  fcad  of  the  new  moon  ;  and  then  tntrvduteth 
God complaining  of  their  difobedience  to  him  after  he  had  delivered 
them  from  their  botida  ;e  in  Egypt,  av  1  declaring  to  them  what 
would  have  been  the  conlequence  of  tin  ir  obtdi 

SING  aloud  unto  God  our  Rrength  :  make  a  joyful  noife 
unto  the  God  of  Jacob.  Take  a  pfalm,  and  bring  hither 
the  timbrel,  the  pleafant  harp  with  the  pfaltery.  Blow  up 
the  trumpet  in  the  new  moon,  in  the  time  appointed,  on 
our  foleran  kdft  day.  For  this  was  a  ftatute  for  Ifrael,  and 
a  law  of  the  God  of  Jacob.  This  he  ordained  in  Jofeph  for  a 
teftimony,  when  he  went  out  through  the  land  of  Egypt : 
where  I  heard  a  language  that  I  underftood  not.  I  removed 
his  fhoulder  from  the  burden  :  his  hands  were  delivered  from 
the  pots.  Thou  calledft  in  trouble,  and  I  delivered  thee  :  I 
anfwered  thee  in  the  fecret  place  of  thunder:  I  proved  thee 
at  the  waters  of  Meribah.  Selah.  Hear,  O  my  people,  and 
I  will  teftifyunto  thee:  O  Ifrael,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto 
me :  there  (hall  no  flrange  god  be  in  thee ;  neither  fhalt 
thou  worfhip  any  flrange  god.  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God, 
which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt:  open  thy 
mouth  wide,  and  I  will  fill  it.  But  my  people  would  not 
hearken  to  my  voice;  and  Ifrael  would  none  of  me:  fo  I 
gav£  them  up  unto  their  ciwn  hearts'  luft  :  and  they  walked 
in  their  own  counfels.  O  that  my  people  had  hearkened 
unto  me,  and  Ifrael  had  walked  in  my  ways  !  I  fhould  foon 
have  fubdued  their  enemies,  and  turned  my  hand  againft  their 
adverfaries.  The  haters  of  the  Lord  (hould  have  fubmitted 
themfelves  unto  him :  but  their  time  fhould  have  endured 
for  ever.  He  fhould  have  fed  them  alfo  with  the  fineft  of 
the  wheat :  and  with  honey  out  of  the  rock  fhould  I  have 
fitisfied  thee.  Pfalm  81. 

God  having  begun  to  deliver  his  penplc  out  of  the  Babylonifh  captivity, 
the  prophet  acknowledgcth  his  goodnefs  in  betug  reconciled  to 
them;  praved  him  to  complcat  their  refforation  ;  and  hopeth  that 
he  xmllfhower  down  his  bleffings  upon  them,  as  he  had  done  in 
times  pafl. 

LORD,  thou  haft  been  favourable  unto  thy  land  :  thou 
haft  brought  back  the  captivity  of  Jacob.  Thou  haft  for- 
given the  iniquity  of  thy  people,  thou  haft  covered  all  their 
Jin.  Selah.  Thou  haft  taken  away  all  thy  wrath  :  thou  haft 
turned  thyfelf  from  the  fiercenefs  of  thine  anger.  Turn  us, 
O  God  of  our  falvation,  and  caule   thine  anger  toward  us 

to 
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to  ceafe.  Wilt  thou  be  angry  with  us  for  ever  ?  wilt  thou 
draw  out  thine  anger  to  all  generations?  Wilt  thou  not 
revive  us  again :  that  thy  people  may  rejoice  in  thee.  Shew 
us  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  and  grant  us  thy  falvation.  I  will 
hear  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak  :  for  he  will  fpeak  peace 
unto  his  people,  and  to  his  faints:  but  let  them  not  turn 
again  to  folly.  Surely  his  falvation  is  nigh  them  that  fear 
him  ;  that  glory  may  dwell  in  our  land.  Mercy  and  truth 
are  met  together  ;  righteoufnefs  and  peace  have  kiffed  each 
other.  Truth  (hall  fpring  up  out  of  the  earth  ;  and  righ- 
teoufnefs fhall  look  down  from  heaven.  Yea,  the  Lord 
(hall  give  that  which  is  good  :  and  our  land  {hall  yield  her 
increafe.  Righteoufnefs  fhall  go  before  him  ;  and  {hall  fet 
us  in  the  way  of  his  fteps.  Pfalm  85. 

A  fong  of  triumph  on  a  victory  obtained  over  the  heathen,  in  gain- 
ing which  the  right  hand  of  God  had  been  remarkably  difplayed  in 
favour  of  his  people. 

O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong:  for  he  hath  done 
marvellous  things:  his  right  hand,  and  his  holy  arm  hath 
gotten  him  the  viftory.  The  Lord  hath  made  known  his 
ialvation :  his  righteoufnefs  hath  he  openly  {hewed  in  the 
fight  of  the  heathen.  He  hath  remembered  his  mercy  and 
his  truth  toward  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  have  feen  the  falvation  of  our  God.  Make  a  joyful 
noife  unto  the  Lord,  all  the  earth:  make  a  loud  noife,  and 
rejoice,  and  fmg  praife.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  the  harp  ; 
with  the  harp,  and  the  voice  of  a  pfalm.  With  trumpets 
and  found  of  cornet  make  a  joyful  noife  before  the  Lord, 
the  King.  Let  the  fea  roar,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof:  the 
world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein.  Let  the  floods  clap 
their  hands  :  let  the  hills  be  joyful  together  before  the  Lord  ; 
forhecometh  to  judge  the  earth  ;  with  righteoufnefs  fhall 
he  judge  the  world,  and  the  people  with  equity. 

Pfalm  98. 

David  acknowledged  that  God  had  delivered  the  Ifraclites  from  their 
enemies ;  and  that  wiiliout  his  protetlion  they  would  have  been 
utterly  deflroyed. 

I F  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on  our  fide,  now 
may  Ifrael  fay;  if  it  had  not  been  the  Lord  who  was  on 
our  fide,  when  men  rofe  up  againft  us  :  then  they  had  fwal- 
lowed  us  up  quick,  when  their  wrath  was  kindled  againft 
us :  then  the  waters  had  overwhelmed  us,  the  ftream  had 
gone  over  our  foul :  then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over 

our 
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our  foul.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  given  us  as  a 
prey  to  their  teeth.  Our  foul  is  efcapcd  as  a  bird  out  of 
the  fnare  of  the  fowlers:  the  inaie  is  broken,  and  we  are 
elcaped.  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  made 
heaven  and  earth.  Pfalm  124. 

A  fong  of  thaniCgivin  ,  in  which  the  Jezvs  rejoice  at  the  wonderful 
deliverance  Cmd  had  granted  them,  in  bringing  them  out  of  the 
Babylonijh  captivity;  and  fray  him  tofnifli  their  rejloration. 

WHEN  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of  Zion, 
we  were  like  them  that  dream.  Then  was  our  mouth  filled 
with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with  finging:  then  faid  thev 
among  the  heathen,  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for 
them.  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us;  whereof 
we  are  glad.  Turn  again  our  captivity,  O  Lord,  as  the 
flreams  in  the  fouth.  They  that  fow  in  tears  fhall  reap  in 
joy.  He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious 
feed,  fhall  doubtlefs  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his 
fheaves  with  him.  Pfalm  126. 

David  defcribcth  the  great  dijlreffes  which  had  been  brought  upon  the 
Jews  by  their  enemies ;  a'jcribctk  their  deliverance  from  them  to 
God;  and  praycth  that  the  dejims  of  thofe  who  hate  them  may  for 
the  future  be  blajled. 

MANY  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from  my  youth, 
may  Ifrael  now  fay  ;  many  a  time  have  they  afflicted  me  from 
my  youth  :  yet  they  have  not  prevailed  againft  me.  The 
plowers  plowed  upon  my  back  :  thev  made  long  their  fur- 
rows. The  Lord  is  righteous  :  he  hath  cut  afunder  the  cords 
of  the  wicked.  Let  them  all  be  confounded  and  turned  back 
that  hate  Zion.  Let  them  be  as  the  grafs  upon  the  houfe 
tops,  which  withereth  afore  it  groweth  up  :  wherewith  the 
mower  filleth  not  his  hand  ;  nor  he  that  bindeth  Iheaves,  his 
bofom.  Neither  do  they  which  go  by  fay,  The  bleffing  of 
the  Lord  be  upon  you:  we  blefs  you  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord.  •■  Pfalm  129. 

David  calletk  upon  the  Ifraelites  to  praife  Jfehovah  for  his  gooJnefs 
in  raifing  them  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  fur  his  works  of  provi- 
dence, and  for  the  miracles  he  wrought  for  their  forefathers.  He 
then  celebrates  him  for  his  compajfon  to  his  people,  and  defcribcth 
the  vanity  of  idols  and  the  folly  of  idolatry, 

P  R  A  I  S  E  ye  the  Lord,  Praife  ye  the  name  of  the  Lord  ; 
praife  him,  O  ye  iervants  of  the  Lord.  Ye  that  fhnd  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  in  the  courts  of  the  houfe  of  our  God, 

praife 
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praife  the  Lord  ;  for  the  Lord  is  good :  fmg  praifes  unto  his 
name:  for  it  is  pleafant.     For  the  Lord  hath  chofen  Jacob 
unto  himfelf,  and  Ifrael  for  his  peculiar  treafure.     For  I 
know  that  the  Lord  is  great,  and  that  our  Lord  is  above  all 
gods.     Whatfoever  the  Lord  pleafed,   that  did  he  in  hea- 
ven, and  in  earth,  in  the  feas,  and  all  deep  places.  He  caufeth 
the  vapours  to  afcend  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  he  maketh. 
lightnings  for  the  rain  ;  he  bringeth  the  wind  out  of  his 
treafuries.     Who  fmote  the  firfl  born  of  Egypt,  both  of  man 
and  beaft.     Who  fent  tokens  and  wonders  into  the  midft  of 
thee,  O  Egypt :  upon  Pharaoh,  and  upon  all  his  fervants. 
Who  fmote  great  nations,  and  (lew  mighty  kings  ;  Sihon 
king  of  the  Amorites,  and  Og  king  of  Bafhan,  and  all  the 
kingdoms  of  Canaan  :    and  gave  their  land  for  an  heritage, 
an  heritage  unto  Ifrael  his  people.     Thy  name,  O  Lord, 
endureth  tor  ever :  and  thy  memorial,  O  Lord,  throughout 
all  generations.    For  the  Lord  will  judge  his  people,  and  he 
will  repent  himfelf  concerning  his  tenants*   The  idols  of  the 
heathen  are  filver  and  gold,  the  work  of  men's  hands.    They 
have  mouths,  but  they  fpeak  not ;  eyes  have  they,  but  they 
fee  not ;  they  have  ears,  but  they  hear  not ;  neither  is  there 
any  breath  in  their  mouths.     They  that  make  them  are  like 
unto  them  :  lb  is  every  one  that  trufteth  in  them.    Blefs  the 
Lord,  O  houle  of  Ifrael:  blefs  the  Lord,  O  houfe  of  Aaron  ; 
blefs  the  Lord,  O  houfe  of  Levi:  ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  blefs 
the  Lord.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord  out  of  Zion,  which  dwelleth 
at  Jerufalein.     Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pfaim  135. 

David  calleth  upon  the  Ifraelites  to  celebrate  the  goodnefs  and  loving 
kindncfs  of  Jehovah  manifested  in  the  works  of  creation,  and  in 
the  miracles  he  had  wrought  for  them,  when  their  fathers  came  out 
of  Egypt,  and  entered  into  the  laud  of  Canaan. 

O  givk  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  he  is  good:  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of 
gods:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  O  give  thanks  to  the 
Lord  of  lords :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  To  him 
who  alone  doeth  great  wonders  :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever.  To  him  that  by  wiidom  made  the  heavens :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  To  him  that  ftretched  out  the 
earth  above  the  waters:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
To  him  that  made  great  lights :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever:  the  fun  to  rule  by  day:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever :  the  moon  and  ftars,  to  rule  by  night :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever.  To  him  that  fmote  Egypt  in  their  firfl 
born  :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.    And  brought  out 

Ifrael 


i74  SACRED    LITERATURE.         Book  VII- 

Ifrael  from  among  them:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever: 
with  a  (irong  hand  and  with  a  ftretched  out  arm:  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever:  to  him  which  divided  the  Red- 
lea  into  parts  :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever  :  and  made 
Ifrael  to  pafs  through  the  midft  of  it :  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever:  but  overthrew  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft  in  the  Red-fea  : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  To  him  which  led  his  peo- 
ple through  the  wildemefs:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 
To  him  which  fmote  great  kings:  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever:  and  {Jew  famous  kings:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever  :  Sihon  king  of  the  Amorites  :  for  his  mercy  endureth 
forever  :  and  Og'the  king  of  Bafhan  :  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever  :  and  gave  their^land  for  an  heritage  :  for  his  mercy 
endureth  for  ever :  even  an  heritage  unto  Ilrael  his  fervant : 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Who  remembered  us  in  our 
low  eftate  :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever  :  and  hath  re- 
deemed us  from  our  enemies:  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever.  Who  giveth  food  to  all  flefh  :  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  God  of  heaven  :  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Pjalm  136. 

A  Pjalm  of  thank/giving  for  the  vittory  which  the  people  of  Ifrael  had 
obtained  over  Jcveral  lings,  by  the  divine  affijlance, 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong, 
and  his  praife  in  the  congregation  of  faints.  Let  Ifrael  re- 
joice in  him  that  made  him  :  let  the  children  of  Zion  be  joy- 
ful in  their  King.  Let  them  praife  his  name  in  the  dance  : 
let  them  fing  praifes  unto  him  with  the  timbrel  and  harp. 
For  the  Lord  taketh  pleafure  in  his  people:  he  will 
beautify  the  meek  with  falvation.  Let  the  faints  be  joyful 
in  glory ;  let  them  fing  aloud  upon  their  beds.  Let  the 
high  praifes  of  God  be  in  their  mouth,  and  a  two-edged- 
fword  in  their  hand  ;  to  execute  vengeance  upon  the  hea- 
then, and  punifhments  upon  the  people  ;  to  bind  their 
kings  with  chains,  and  their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron ; 
to  execute  upon  them  the  judgment  written :  this  honour 
have  all  his  faints.     Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pjalm  149. 
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Pfalms   of  Praife   and   Adoration,    difplaying 
the  Attributes  of  God. 

General  acknowledgments  of  God's  Goodnefs  and  Mercy, 
and  particularly  his  care  and  protection  of  good  men. 

David  reprefenteth  "Jehovah's  paternal  care  over  him,  frfl  under  the 
image  of  a  fkepherd,  fuperint  ending  his  Jlock  ;  and  then  wider 
that  of  a  ho  [pi  table  friend,  entertaining  him  at  his  table  in  the  mojl 
fplendid  and  generous  manner, 

THE  Lord  is  my  fhepherd:  I  (hall  not  want.  He 
rmketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  paftures:  he  leadeth  me 
befide  the  ftill  waters.  He  reftoreth  my  foul:  he  leadeth 
me  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  for  his  name's  fake.  Yea, 
though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I 
will  fear  no  evil:  for  thou  art  with  me;  thy  rod  and  thy 
Jtaff  they  comfort  me.  Thou  prepared  a  table  before  me  in 
the  prelence  of  mine  enemies:  thou  anointed  my  head  with 
oil;  my  cup  runneth  over.  Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy 
fhall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life :  and  I  will  dwell  in 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  for  ever.  Pfalm  23. 

David  defcribeth  the  impiety  and  iniquity  of  the  wicked  man;,  then 
he  celebrates  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  befeecheth  him  to  protect 
him  from  his  enemies. 

THE  tranfgreffion  of  the  wicked  faith  within  my  heart, 
that  there  is  no  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes.  For  he  flattei- 
eth  himfelf  in  his  own  eyes  until  his  iniquity  be  found  to 
be  hateful.  The  words  of  his  mouth  are  iniquity  and  de- 
ceit: he  hath  left  off  to  be  wife,  and  to  do  good.  He  de- 
vifcth  mifchief  upon  his  bed:  he  fetteth  himfelf  in  a  way 
that  is  not  good  ;  he  abhorreth  not  evil.  Thy  mercy,  O 
Lord,  is  in  the  heavens  ;  and  thy  faithfulnefs  reachcth 
unto  the  clouds.  Thy  righteoufnefs  is  like  the  great  moun- 
tains;  thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep:  O  Lord,  thou  pre- 
fervelt  man  and  bead.  How  excellent  is  thy  loving  kind- 
nefs,  O  God  !  therefore  the  children  of  men  put  their  truft 
under  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings.  They  fhall  be  abundantly 
fatisfied  with  the  fatnefs  of  thy  houfe  ;  and  thou  (halt  make 
them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleafures.  For  with  thee  is 
the  fountain  of  life:  in  thy  light  fhall  we  fee  light.  O 
continue  thy  loving  kindnefs  unto  them  that  know  thee  ; 
and  thy  righteoufnefs  to  the  upright  in  heart.  Let  not  the 
foot  of  pride  come  againfl  me,  and  let  not  the  hand  of  the 

wicked 
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wicked  remove  me:  there  are  the  workers  of  iniquity  fallen  : 
>  they  are  call  down,  and  fhall  not  be  able  to  rile.       Pfalm  36. 

David  defcribeth   the  protection  which  God  affords  to  thofe 
trujl  in  him,  and  the  UeJJings  which  he  bejhws  upon  them. 

HE  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  moft  High, 
fhall  abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty.  I  will  lay 
of  the  Lord,  He  is  my  refuge  and  my  fortrels  :  my  God,  in 
him  will  I  truft.  Surely  he  lhall  deliver  thee  from  the  fnare 
of  the  fowler:  and  from  the  noifome  peftilence.  He  fhall 
cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  under  his  wings  fhalt  thou 
truft :  his  truth  fhall  be  thy  fhield  and  buckler.  Thou  fhalt 
not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night :  nor  for  the  arrow  that 
flieth  by  day  :  nor  for  the  peftilence  that  walketh  indarknefs : 
nor  for  the  deftruction  that  wafteth  at  noon-day.  A  thou- 
land  fhall  fall  at  thy  fide,  and  ten  thoufand  at  thy  right 
hand :  but  it  lhall  not  come  nigh  thee.  Only  with  thine 
eyes  (halt  thou  behold;  and  fee  the  reward  of  the  wicked. 
Becaufe  thou  haft  made  the  Lord  which  is  my  refuge,  even 
the  moft  High,  thy  habitation  :  there  lhall  no  evil  belal  thee, 
neither  fhall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling.  For  he 
fhall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  all 
thy  ways.  They  fhall  bear  thee  up  in  their  hands,  left  thou 
dalh  thy  foot  againft  a  ftone.  Thou  {halt  tread  upon  the 
lion  and  adder ;  the  young  lion  and  the  dragon  fha It  thou 
trample  under  feet.  Becaufe  he  hath  let  his  love  upon  me, 
therefore  will  I  deliver  him  :  1  will  let  him  on  high,  becaule 
he  hath  known  my  name.  He  lhall  call  upon  me,  and  I 
will  anfwer  him  :  I  will  be  with  him  in  trouble,  I  will  deli- 
ver him,  and  honour  him.  With  long  life  will  I  fatisfy 
him,  and  Ihew  him  my  falvation.  Pfalm  91. 

A  pfalm,  in  which  all  people  are  called  upon  to  worfhip  God  a-  their 

creator,  and  to  celebrate  his  loving  kimlmfs  and  faithfulnefs. 

M  A  K  E  a  joyful  noife  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye  lands.  Serve 

the  Lord  with  gladnels  :  come  before  his  prclcncc  with  fing- 

ing.     Know  ye'that  the  Lord  he  is  God,  it  is  he  that  hath 

made  us,  and  not  we  ourlelves  ;   we  are  his  people,  and  the 

fheep  of  hi.  p  allure.     Enter  into  his  gates  with   tlunkfgiv- 

.  and  into  his  courts  with  praife:  be  thankful  unto  him, 

ana'  blefs  his  name.     For  the  Lord  is  good  ;  his  mercy  is 

lafluig:  and  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations!. 

Pfalm  100. 

The 
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I'he  prophet  inviteth  thofewho  have  been  redeemed  from  captivity,  or' 
condulled  home  when  lojl  in  the  wildemefs,  or  delivered  from  pri- 
fon,  orjicknefs,  or  a  ftprm  atfea,  to  celebrate  the  loving  hindnejs 
of  the  Lord  towards  them,  in  delivering  them  from  their  feveral 
dijlreffes.  He  then  fiezveth  that  whether  God  fends  plenty  or  fa- 
mine, whether  he  exalts  men  or  deprejfes  them,  he  does  all  this 
with  wifdom  and  jujlice,  and  for  the  good  of  mankind. 
O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good:  for  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Let  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
fay  fo,  whom  he  hath  redeemed  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy : 
and  gathered  them  out  of  the  lands,  from  the  eaft  and  from 
the  weft,  from  the  north  and  from  the  fouth.  They  wan- 
dered in  the  wildernefs  in  a  folitary  way,  they  found  no  city 
to  dwell  in.  Hungry  and  thirfty,  their  foul  fainted  in  them. 
Then  they  cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble,  and  he 
delivered  them  out  of  their  diftrelfes.  And  he  led  them  forth 
by  the  right  way,  that  they  might  go  to  a  city  of  habitation. 
Oh,  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs,  and 
for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men !  For  he  fatif- 
fieth  the  longing  foul,  and  filleth  the  hungry  foul  with  good- 
nefs. Such  as  fit  in  darknels,  and  in  the  fhadow  of  death,  be- 
ing bound  in  affli&ion  and  iron ;  becaufe  they  rebelled  againft 
the  words  of  God,  and  contemned  the  counfel  of  the  mofl 
High  :  therefore  he  brought  down  their  heart  with  labour  ; 
they  fell  down,  and  there  was  none  to  help.  Then  they 
cried  unto  the  Lord  in  their  trouble;  and  he  faved  them 
out  of  their  diflreffes.  He  brought  them  out  of  darknels, 
and  the  {hadow  of  death,  and  brake  their  bands  in  funder. 
Oh,  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs  and 
for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men !  For  he 
hath  broken  the  gates  of  brafs,  and  cut  the  bars  of  iron 
in  funder.  Fools,  becaufe  of  their  tranfgreflion,  and  be- 
caufe of  their  iniquities,  are  afHicled.  Their  foul  abhor- 
reth  all  manner  of  meat,  and  they  draw  near  unto  the  gate, 
of  death.  Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their  troubles 
and  he  faveth  them  out  of  their  diflreffes.  He  fent  his 
word,  and  healed  them,  and  delivered  them  from  their  de- 
fhuftions.  Oh,  that  men  would  praife  the  Lord  for  his  good- 
nefs, and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of  men  ! 
Arid  let  them  facrifice  the  facririces  of  thankfgiving,  and  de- 
clare his  works  with  rejoicing.  They  that  go  down  to  the 
iea  in  (hips,  that  do  bufineis  in  great  waters  :  thefe  fee  the 
works  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep.  For  he 
conimandeth,  and  raileth  the  ftormy  wind,  which  lifteth  up 
the  waves  thereof.  They  mount  up  to  the  heaven,  thev 
Vol.  III.  M  aQ 
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go  down  again  to  the  depths,  their  foul  is  melted  becaufe 
of  trouble.  They  reel  to  and  fro,  and  (tagger  like  a  drunken 
man,  and  are  at  their  wits'  end.  Then  they  cry  unto  the 
Lord  in  their  trouble,  2nd  he  bringeth  them  out  of  their 
diftreffes.  He  maketh  the  florin  a  calm,  fo  that  the  Waves 
thereof  are  ftill.    Then  ar  d  becaufe  they  be  quiet : 

fo  he  bringeth  them  unto  their defired  haven.  Oh,  that  men 
would  praife  the  Lord  for  Iris  goodnefs,  3nd  for  his  wonder- 
ful works  to  the  children  of  men!  Let  them  exalt  him  alfo 
in  the  congregation  of  the  people,  and  praife  him  in  the 
affembly  of  the  elders.  He  lurncth  rivers  into  a  wildernefs, 
and  the  water-fprings  into  dry  ground:  a  fruitful  land  into 
barrenness,  for  the  wickednefs  of  them  that  dwell  therein. 
He  turneth  the  wildernefs  into  ?.  (landing  water,  and  dry 
ground  into  water  fprings.  And  there  he  maketh  the  hun- 
gry to  dwell,  that  they. may  prepare  a  city  for  habitation  ; 
anij  fow  the  fields,  and  plant  vineyards,  which  may  yield 
fruits  of  increafe.  He  bleffeth  them  alfo,  fo  that  they  are 
multiplied  greatly,  and  iufiereth  not  their  cattle  to  decreafe. 
Again  they  are  miniihed  and  brought  low  through  oppref- 
iion,  affliction,  and  forrow.  He  pottreth  contempt  upon 
princes,  and  caufeth  them  to  wander  in  thewilderneis,  where 
there  is  no  way.  Yet  fetteth  he  the  poor  on  high  from 
affliction,  and  maketh  his  families  like  a  flock.  The  righ- 
teous (hall  fee  it,  and  rejoice;  and  all  iniquity  fliall  flop 
her  mouth.  Wh'ofo  is  wife,  and  will  obferve  thefe  things, 
even  they  fliall  underfland  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

Pfalm  107. 

All  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  invited  to  praife  God,  becaufe  of  his 
goodnefs  and  truth* 

0  praise  the  Lord,  all  ye  nation'-:  praife  lum,  all  yepeople. 
For  his  merciful  kindnefs  is  great  towards  us :  and  the  truth 
01  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever.  Praife yethe  Lord.  Pfalm  1 17. 

The  Pfalmjft  tmphreth   Jehovah's  afjifancc,  who  is  ever  watchful 
,  and  never  f add  h  to  help  thofewho  rely  upon  kirn. 

1  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills,  from  whence 
Cometh  my  help.  My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  which 
made  heaven. and  earth.     He  will  not  fuller  thy  foot  to  be 

yed:  he  that  keepeth  thee  will  not  Dumber.  Behold, 
he  that  keepeth  ll'racl,  ihall  neither  (lumber  nor  deep.  The 
Lord  is  thy  keeper:  the  Lord  is  thy  (hade  upon  thy  right 
1. and.  Ine  fun  (hall  not  finite  thee  by  day  ;  nor  the  moon 
by  night.  The  Lord  (hall  preferve  thee  from  all  evil :  he 
Jh'll  preferve  thy  foul.  The  Lord  ihall  preferve  thy  going 
out  and  llr.  in,  from  this  time  forth  and  even  for 

eve/more. Pfalm  tarJ  David 
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David  adoreth  the  majejly  and  greatncfs  of  Jehovah,  and  celelrates 
him  for  his  wonderful  works,  more  efpeaally  for  his  goodnefs  to- 
xvards  all  men,  and  his  love  towards  thofe  who  fear  and  call  upon 
him . 

I  will  extol  thee,  my  God,  O  King,  and  I  will  blefs  thy 
name  for  ever  and  ever.     Every  day  will  I  blefs  thec,  and  I 
will  praife  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.     Great  is  the  Lord, 
and  greatly  to  be  prail'ed  ;  and  his  greatnefs  is  unfearchable. 
One  generation  fhall  praife  thy  works  to  another,  and  fhall 
declare  thy  mighty  acts.    I  will  fpeak  of  the  glorious  honour 
of  thy  majefty,  and  of  thy   wondrous  works.     And    men 
fhall  fpeak  of  the  might  of  thy  terrible  a6b:  and  I  will  de- 
clare thy  greatnefs.     They  fhall  abundantly  utter  the  me- 
mory of  thy  great  goodnefs,  and  fhall  fing  of  thy  righte- 
oufnefs.    The  Lord  is  gracious,  and  full  of  compaffion  ;  flow 
to  anger,  and  of  great  mercy.     The  Lord  is   good  to   all : 
and   his  tender   mercies   are   over  all  his  works.     All  thy 
works  fhall  praife  thee,    O  Lord,  and  thy  faints  fhall  blefs 
thee.     They  (hall  fpeak  of  the  glory  of  thy  kingdom,  and 
talk  of  thy  power.     To  make  known  to  the  fons  of  men  his 
mighty  afts,  and  the  glorious  majefty  of  his  kingdom.    Thy 
kingdom  is  an  everlaiting  kingdom,  and  thy  dominion  en- 
dureth  throughout  all  generations.     The  Lord  upholdeth 
all  that  fall,  and  raifeth  up  all  thofe  that  be  bowed  down. 
The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee,  and  thou  giveft  them  their 
meat  in  due  feafon.     Thou  openefl  thine  hand,  and  fatif- 
fieft  the  defire  of  every  living  thing.     The  Lord  is  righte- 
ous in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works.     The  Lord  is 
nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that  call  upon 
him  in  truth.     He  will  fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear 
him:  he  alfo  will  hear  their  cry,  and  will  fave  them.     The 
Lord  preferveth  all  them  that  love  him :  but  all  the  wicked 
will  he  deflroy.     My  mouth  fhall  fpeak  the  praife  of  the 
Lord :  and  let  all  flelh  blefs  his  holy  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

Pfalm  145. 

1'lie  prophet  declareth  he  xvill  praife  Jehovah  all  the  days  of  his  life ; 
and  exhort eth  others  not  to  rely  on  men,  but  on  God  alone,  who  is 
the  governor  oj the world,  and  taketh  particular  care  oj  the  righteous ; 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.  Praife  the  Lord,  O  my  foul. 
While  I  live,  will  I  praife  the  Lord:  I  will  fingpraifes  unto 
my  God,  while  I  have  any  being.  Put  not  your  truft  in 
princes,  nor  in  the  fon  ot  man,  in  whom  there  is  no  help. 
His  breath  goeth  forth,  he  returneth  to  his  earth  :  in  that 
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very  day  his  thoughts  periiTi.  Happy  is  he  that  hath  the 
God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his 
God.  Which  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  fea,  and  all  that 
therein  is :  which  keepeth  truth  forever:  which  executeth 
judgment  for  the  oppreffed,  which  giveth  food  to  the  hun- 
gry: the  Lord  looicth  the  prrfoners.  The  Lord  openctii 
the  eyes  of  the  blind  :  the  Lout  raifeth  them  that  are  bowed 
clown:  the  Lord  loveth  the  righteous.  The  Lord  preferveth 
the  ft  rangers ;  he  relieveth  the  fatherlels  and  widow:  but 
the  way  of  the  wicked  he  turneth  upfide  down.  The  Lord 
fihall  reign  for  ever,  even  thy  God,  O  Zion,  unto  all  gene- 
rations.    Traife  ye  the  Lord.  Pfalm  146. 


Pfalms  difplaying  the  Power,    Majefty,    Glory,    and  other 
Attributes  of  the  Divine  Being. 

A  Pfalm  on  the  love  of  God  to  man,  difplayed,  not  only  in  his  Jro- 
vidential  care  of  him  at  preffent,  but  in  his  having  created  him  at 
f'rjl  in  his  own  image,  and  given  him  dominion  over  the  rejl  oj  his 
creation. 

O  Lord,  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the 
earth  !  who  haft  fet  thy  glory  above  the  heavens.  Out  of 
the  mouth  of  babes  and  fucklings  haft  thou  ordained  ft'rerigth 
becaufe  of  thine  enemies,  that  thou  mighteft  (till  the  enemy 
and  the  avenger.  When  I  confider  thy  heavens,  the  work 
of  thy  fingers  :  the  moon  and  the  ftars,  which  thou  haft  or- 
dained ;  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the 
ion  of  man,  that  thou  viliteft  him?  For  thou  haft  made  him 
a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and  haft  crowned  him  with  glory 
and  honour.  Thou  madeft  him  to  have  dominion  over  the 
works  of  thy  hands ;  thou  haft  put  all  things  under  his  feet  : 
all  fheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beafts  of  the  field  ,•  the  fowl 
of  the  air,  and  the  filh  of  the  fea,  and  whatsoever  pafleth 
through  the  paths  of  the  leas.  O  Lord,  our  Lord,  how  ex- 
cellent is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth  !  Pfalm  8. 

David  defcribing  the  qualifications  of  that  nation  which  (hail  I  c  ac- 
counted worthy  to  be  God's  peculiar  people,  and  ajfirting  them  (0 
the  people  of'ifraci. 

Til  1  .  rth  is.  the  Lord's  and  the  fullnefs thereof;!  the 
world,  arid' the" y  that  dwell  therein.  For  he  hath  louncled  jt 
upon  the  feas,  and  eftablifhed  it  upon  the  Hoods.  Wiio 
[hall  afi  end  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  r  or  who  (hall  ftand  in 
his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart  ; 

who 
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who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  foul  unto  vanity,  nor  fworn  de- 
ceitfully. He  fhall  receive  the  blefiing  from  the  Lord,  and 
righteoufnefs  from  the  God  of  his  falvation.  This  is  the 
generation  of  them  that  leek  him,  that  feek  thy  face,  O 
Jacob.  Selah.  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates ;  and  be  ye 
lift  up,  ye  everlafting  doors;  and  the  King  of  glory  fhall 
come  in.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  ftrong  and 
mighty,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle.  Lift  up  your  hcadb', 
O  ye  gates ;  even  lift  them  up,  ye  everlafting  doors ;  and  the 
King  of  glory  fhall  come  in.  Who  is  this  King  of  glory?  The 
Lord  of  hofts,  he  is  the  King  of  glory.  Selah.     '    Vjalm  24. 

0?/  the  tnajejly  and  glory  of  Jehovah,  when  he  prefidetk  over  the 
form,  and  uttereth  his  voice  in  thunder. 
GIVE  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  mighty,  give  unto  the  Lord 
glory  and  ftrength.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto 
his  name ;  worfhip  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs. 
The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  upon  the  waters :  the  God  of  glory 
thundereth  ;  the  Lord  is  upon  many  waters.  The  voice  of 
the  Lord  is  powerful ;  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  ma- 
jedy.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars :  yea,  the 
Lord  breaketh  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  maketh  them  alio 
to  fkip  like  a  calf;  Lebanon  and  Sirion,  li-ke  a  joung  uni- 
corn. The  voice  of  the  Lord  divideth  the  flames  of  fire. 
The  voice  of  the  Lord  fhaketh  the  wildemefs  ;  the  Lord 
fhaketh  the  wildemefs  of  Kadefh.  The  voice  of  the  Lord 
maketh  the  hinds  to  calve,  and  difcovereth  the  forefts  :  and 
in  his  temple  doth  every  one  fpeak  of  his  glory.  The  Lord 
fitteth  upon  the  flood  ;  yea,  the  Lord  fitteth  king  for  ever. 
The  Lord  will  give  ftrength  unto  his  people ;  the  Lord  will 
blefs  his  people  with  peace.  PfaIm  23. 

David  exhorteth  the   righteous  to  praife  God  for  the  goodnefs, 
rtghteoufnefs,  and  power,  which  appear  in  his  works  of  creation 

■  and  providence.     He  then  reprefenteth  God  as  feting  all  things, 
examining  the  actions  of  men,  and  difplaying  his  mercy  towards 

thofewho  rely  on  him. 

REJOICE  in  the  Lord,  O  ye  righteous:  for  praife  is 
comely  lor  the  upright.  Praife  the  Lord  with  harp:  f,na 
unto  him  with  the  pialtery,  and  an  inftrument  often  firings. 
Sing  unto  him  a  new  fong,  play  fkilfully  with  a  loud  noife 
For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  right ;  and  all  his  works  are  done 
in  truth..  He  loveth  righteoufnefs  and  judgment :  the  earth 
is  lull  ot  the  goodncls  of  the  Lord.  By  the  word  of  the 
Lord  were  the  heavens  made  :  and  all  the  hoft  of  them,  by 
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the  breath  of  his  mouth.  He  gathered  the  waters  of  the  fea 
together  as  an  heap:  he  layeth  up  the  depth  in  ftorehoufes. 
Let  the  earth  fear  the  Lord:  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  ftand  in  awe  of  him  ;  for  he  fpake,  and  it  was  done  ; 
he  commanded,  and  it  flood  raft.  The  Lord  bringeth  the 
counfel  of  the  heathen  to  nought :  he  maketh  the  devices  of 
the  people  of  none  effeft.  The  counfel  of  the  Lord  flandeth 
for  ever,  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  to  all  generations.  Blef- 
i'ed  is  the  nation  whofe  God  is  the  Lord:  and  the  people 
whom  he  hath  chofen  for  his  own  inheritance.  The  Lord 
looketh  from  heaven  ;  he  beholdeth  all  the  fons  of  men. 
From  the  place  of  his  habitation  he  looketh  upon  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth.  He  fafhioneth  their  hearts  alike;  he 
confidereth  all  their  works.  There  is  no  king  faved  by  the 
multitude  of  an  hoft :  a  mighty  man  is  not  delivered  by 
much  ftrength.  An  horfe  is  a  vain  thing  for  fafety :  neither 
fhall  he  deliver  any  by  his  great  ftrength.  Behold,  the  eye 
of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear  him,  upon  them  that 
hope  in  his  mercy;  to  deliver  their  foul  from  death,  and  to 
keep  them  alive  in  famine.  Our  foul  waiteth  for  the  Lord : 
he  is  our  help  and  our  fhield.  For  our  heart  fhall  rejoice 
in  him,  becaufe  we  have  trufted  in  his  holy  name.  Let  thy 
mercy,  O  Lord,  be  upon  us  according  as  we  hope  in  thee. 

Pjalm  33. 

A  fong  of  triumph  in  zt'hich  all  the  people  of  the  earth  are  called 
upon  to  praife  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  he  was  kino-  over  all  the  earth. 

o 

O  clap  your  hands,  all  ye  people:  fhout  unto  God  with 
the  voice  of  triumph  ;  for  the  Lord  mod  High  is  terrible : 
he  is  a  great  king  over  all  the  earth.  He  (hall  fubdue  the 
people  under  us,  and  the  nations  under  our  feet.  He  fhall 
choofe  our  inheritance  for  us,  the  excellency  of  Jacob  whom 
he  loved.  Selah.  God  is  gone  up  with  a  fhout ;  the  Lord 
with  the  found  of  a  trumpet.  Sing  praifes  to  God,  fing 
praifes:  fing  praifes  unto  our  King,  ling  praifes;  lor  God  is 
the  King  of  all  the  earth  :  fing  ye  praifes  with  underftanding. 
God  reigneth  over  the  heathen:  God  fittelh  upon  the 
throne  of  his  holinefs.  The  princes  of  the  people  are  ga- 
thered together,  even  the  people  of  the  God  of  Abraham  ; 
for  the  (hields  of  the  earth  belong  unto  God  :  he  is  greatly 
exalted.  Pjalm  47. 


David, 
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Afaph,  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  his  reproof  of  the  Ifraelites, 
introduceth  Jehovah,  calling  all  his  people  together,  and  pvhfg 
them  hisfolemn  charge.  The  Lordfrjl  declarcth  that  he  regarded 
not  facrtfices  and  ceremonial  obfervances,  but  that  the  fervice  he 
required,  confjled  in  praifing  and  calling  upon  him  with  fnceri- 
ty.  He  then  feverely  reproveth  the  hypocrites  who  profefs  to  live 
in  covenant  with  him  and  toferve  him,  arid  yet  give  themfelvcs  up 
to  all  manner  of  xvickednefs ;  after  this  he  denounceth  his  judg- 
ments againjl  them,  and  exhorteth  them  to  repentance. 

THE  mighty  God,  even  the  Lord,  hath  fpoken,  and 
called  the  earth  from  the  rifing  of  tbe  fun  unto  the  going 
down  thereof.  Out  of  Zion  the  perfection  of  beauty  God 
hath  fnined.  Our  God  fhall  come,  and  (hall  not  keep  fi- 
lence;  a  fire  (hall  devour  before  him,  and  it  fliall  be  very 
tempeftuous  round  about  him.  He  fhall  call  to  the  heavens 
from  above,  and  to  the  earth,  that  he  may  judge  his  people. 
Gather  my  faints  together  unto  me  ;  thoi'e  that  have  made  a 
covenant  with  me  by  facrifice.  And  the  heavens  fhall  de- 
clare his  righteoufnefs:  for  God  is  judge  himfelf.  Selab. 
Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  fpeak,  O  Ifrael,  and  I  will 
teftify  againft  thee:  I  am  God,  even  thy  God.  I  will  not 
reprove  thee  for  thy  facrifices  or  thy  burnt-offerings,  to  have 
been  continually  before  me.  T  will  take  no  bullock  out  of 
thy  houfe,  nor  he-goat  out  of  thy  fold.  For  every  beaft  of 
the  foreft  is  mine,  and  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills.  I 
know  all  the  fowls  of  the  mountains:  and  the  wild  beafts  of 
the  field  are  mine.  If  1  were  hungry,  I  would  not  tell  thee  : 
for  the  world  is  mine,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof.  Will  I  eat 
the  fiefh  of  bulls,  or  drink  the  blood  of  goats  ?  Offer  unto 
God  thankfgiving  ;  and  .pay  thy  vows  unto  the  mod  High  : 
and  call  upon  me  in  the  day  ol  trouble  :  I  will  deliver  thee, 
and  thou  (halt  glorify  me.  But  unto  the  wicked  God  faith, 
What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  fhtutes,  or  that  thou 
(houldeft  take  my  covenant  in -thy  mouth?  Seeing  thou 
hateft  inftru&ion,  and  cafteft  my  words  behind  thee.  °When 
thou  faweft  a  thief,  then  thou  confenteft  with  him,  and  haft 
been  partaker  with  adulterers.  Thou  giveft  thy  mouth  to 
evil,  and  thy  tongue  frame  th  deceit.  Thou  fitteft,  and 
fpeakeft  againft  thy  brother;  thou  flandereft  thine  own  mo- 
ther's fon.  Thefe  things  haft  thou  done,  and  I  kept  filence  : 
thou  thoughteft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf ; 
but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  let  them  in  order  before  thine 
eyes.  Now  confider  this,  ye  that  forget  God,  left  I  tear 
you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver.     Whofo  offer- 

eth 
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eth  praife,  glorifieth  me:  and  to  him  that  orderetb  bis  con- 
verfation  aright  will  I  (hew  the  falvatfon  of  God.   Pfalm.  50. 

Ihc  pfalmifl  celebrates  the  <  1  J  '.,  and  the  mighty 

I   '    1  '  v      "  h  hr  protect,:!,  1 

THE  Lord  reigneth,  he  is  clothed  with  majefty  ;  the 
Lord  is  clothed  with  ftrength,  wherewith  he  hath  girded 
hitr\felf:  the  world  alfo  is  ftablilhed  that  it  cannot  be  moved. 
Thy  throne  is  efiablifhed  of  old  :  thou  art  from  everlafting. 
The  floods  have  lifted  up,  O  Lord,  the  floods  have  lifted  up 
their  voice;  the  floods  lift  up  their  waves.  The  Lord  on 
high  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of  many  waters,  yea,  than 
the  mighty  waves  of  the  fea.  Thy  teftimonies  are  very  fure  : 
holinels  becometh  thine  houfe,  6  Lord,  for  ever. 

Pfalm  93. 

Davhi  inviteth  the  Ifraelitcs  to  praife  God  for  his  -  ,  and  his 

goodnefs  towards  them,  he  then  exhorteth  them,  in  the  perjon  of 
God,  to  obey  his  voice,  and  not  to  harden  their  hearts  (ike  their 
forefathers  in  the  wildernefs,  ichofc  rebellions  excluded  them  from 
the  land  of  Canaan. 

O  comej  let  us  fing  unto  the  Lord  :  let  us  make  a  joyful 
ndifeto  the  rock  of  our  falvation.  Let  us  come  before  his 
pre  fence  with  thankfgiving,  and  make  a  joyful  noiie  unto 
him  with  pfalms.  For  the  Lord  is  a  great  God,  and  a  great 
king  above  all  gods.  In  his  hand  are  the  deep  places  01  the 
earth  :  the  ftrength  of  the  hills  is  his  alio.  The  fea  is  hi  , 
and  he  made  it :  and  his  hands  formed  the  dry  land.  O  come, 
let  us  worfhip  and  bow  down  :  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord 
our  maker:  for  he  is  our  God  ;  and  we  are  the  people  of  his 
pafture,  and  the  fheep  of  his  hand.  To  day  if  ye  will  hear 
his  voice,  Harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provocation,  and 
as  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wildernefs  :  when  your 
fathers  tempted  me,  proved  me,  and  faw  my  work.  Forty 
years  long  was  I  grieved  with  this  generation,  and  laid,  It  is 
<i  people  that  do  err  in  their  heart,  and  they  have  not  known 
my  ways:  unto  whom  I  fwarein  my  wrath,  that  they  Ihould 
not  enter  into  my  reft.  Pfal 

David  inviteth  the  Jj/aeufes  and  all  people,  to  11  rfkip  Je- 

hovah as  the  only  true  God;  to  celebrate  his  power  and  '/"/v,  and 
fubmit  with  joy  to  his  government. 

O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  long  ;  hug  unto  the  Lord,  all 
tiie  earth;  ling  unto  the  Lord,  blei's  his  na,me ;  (hew  forth 
his  lalvation  Irom  day  to  day.     Declare  his  glory  among  I 

heathen, 
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heathen,  his  wonders  among  all  people;  for  the  Lord  is 
great,  and  greatly  to  he  praifed  :  he  is  to  be  feared  above  all 
gods.  For  all  the  gods  of  the  nations  are  idols :  but  the  Lord 
made  the  heavens.  Honour  and  majesty  are  before  him; 
ftrength  and  beauty  are  in  his  fanftuary.  Give  unto  the 
Lord,  O  ye  kindreds  of  the  people,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory 
and  ftrength.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his 
name:  bringan  offering,  and  come  into  his  courts.  O  wor- 
fhip  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs  :  fear  before  him,  all 
the  earth.  Say  among  the  heathen,  that  the  Lord  reigneth : 
the  world  alfo  fhallbe  eftablifhed  that  it  fhall  not  be  moved ; 
he  fhall  judge  the  people  righteoufly.  Let  the  heavens  re- 
joice, and  let  the  earth  be  glad,  let  the  fearoar,  and  the  mi- 
ners thereof.  Let  the  field  be  joyful,  and  all  that  is  therein  : 
then  fhall  all  the  trees  of  the  wood  rejoice  before  the  Lord  : 
for  he  cometh,  for  he  cometh  to  judge  the  earth  ;  he  fhall 
judge  the  world  with  righteoufnefs,  and  the  people  with  his 
trut}i-  Pfalm  96. 

A  thank/giving  for  a  victory  obtained  over  the  heathen,  in  which 

God  had  fgnally  manife/ed  himfelf  in  vindication  of  the  Ifrael- 

ites.  , 

THE  Lord  reigneth:  let  the  earth  rejoice:  let  the  mul- 
titude of  ifles  be  glad  thereof.  Clouds  and  darknefs  are  round 
about  him:  righteoufnefs  and  judgment  are  the  habitation 
of  his  throne.  A  fire  goeth  before  him,  and  burnetii  up 
his  enemies  round  about.  His  lightnings  enlightened  the 
world:  the  earth  faw  and  trembled.  The  hills  melted  like 
wax  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  at  the  prefence  of  the  Lord 
of  the  whole  earth.  The  heavens  declare  his  righteouh 
and  all  the  people  fee  his  glory.  Confounded  be  all  they 
that  ferve  graven  images,  that  boaft  themfelves  of  idols: 
worfhip  him,  all  ye  gods.  -  Zion  heard,  and  was  glad,  and 
the  daughters  of  Judah  rejoiced,  becaufe  of  thy  judgments,  () 
Lord.  For  thou,  Lord,  art  high  above  all  the  earth  :  thou 
art  exalted  far  above  all  gods.  Ye  that  love  the  Lord,  hate 
evil :  he  preferveth  the  fouls  of  his  faints :  he  delivereth 
them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked.  Light  is  fown  for  the 
righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart.  Rejoice  in 
the  Lord,  ye  righteous  :  and  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance 
of  his  holinefs.  />-//*  97. 

All  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  exhorted  to  cole!  rate  Jehovah,  on  ac- 
count of  his  power,  his  righteoufnefs  and  his  holinefs. 

THE  Lord  reigneth:  let  the  people  tremble:    he  fitteth 
between  the  cherubims;  let  the  earth  be  moved.    The  Lord 
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is  great  in  Zton,  and  he  is  high  above  all  the  people.  Let 
them  praife  thy  great  and  terrible  name  :  for  it  is  holy.  The 
king's  ftrength  alfo  loveth  judgement:  thou  do  ft  efiabliih 
equity,  thou  executeft  judgment  and  righteoufnefs  in  Jacob. 
Exalt  ye  the  Lord  our  God,  and  worfhip  at  his  footftool ;  for 
he  is  holy.  Mofes  and  Aaron  among  his  priefts,  and  Samuel 
among  them  that  call  upon  his  name  :  they  called  upon  the 
Lord,  and  he  anfwered  them.  He  fpake  unto  them  in  the 
cloudy  pillar:  they  kept  his  tefiimonies,  and  the  ordinance 
that  he  gave  tnerh'.  Thou  anfweredft  them,  O  Lord  our 
God:  thou  waft  a  God  that  forgaveft  them,  though  thou 
tookeft  vengeance  of  their  inventions.  Exalt  the  Lord  our 
God,  and  worfhip  at  his  holy  hill :  for  the  Lord  our  God  is 
hoi)'.  Pfclm  99. 

The  pfahmfl  celebrates  the  majefly  and  glory  of  God,  difplayed  in  the 
magnificence  of  his  appearance,  and  in  the  works  cj f  his  en  alien. 
He  then  defcribcth  the  power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs,  by  which 
God  preferues  and  governs  the  various  creatures  which  the  xvcrut 
contains;  and  profejjtth  that  he  will  blefs  and  praife  him  for 
ever. 

BLESS  the  Lord,  O  my  foul.  O  Lord  my  God,  thou 
art  very  great ;  thou  art  clothed  with  honour  and  majefty. 
Who  covered  thyfelf  with  light  as  with  a  garment :  who 
flrctcheft  out  the  heavens  like  a  curtain :  who  layeth  the 
beams  of  his  chambers  in  the  waters:  who  maketh  the  clouds 
his  chariot :  who  walketh  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind  :  who 
maketh  his  angels  fpirits ;  his  rammers  a  flaming  fire:  who 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  that  it  Ihould  not  be 
removed  for  ever.  Thou  coveredft  it  with  the  deep  as  with 
a  garment;  the  waters  flood  above  the  mountains.  At  thy 
rebuke  they  fled  ;  at  the  voice  of  thy  thunder  they  hailed 
away.  They  go  up  by  the  mountains ;  they  go  down  by 
the  valleys  unto  the  place  which  thou  haft  founded  for  them. 
Thou  haft  fet  a  bound  that  they  may  not  pafs  over;  thai 
they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  earth.  He  fendelh  the 
ipiings  into  the  valleys,  which  run  among  the  hills.  They 
give  drink  to  every  bead  of  the  field:  the  wild  a  lies  quench 
their  thiift.  By  them  (hall  the  fowls'  of  the  heaven  have 
1  heir  habitation,  which  fin g  among  the  branches.  He  wa- 
tereth  the  hills  from  his  chambers  :  the  earth  is  fatisfied  with 
the  fruit  of  thy  works.  He  caufeth  the  grals  to  grow  for 
the  cattle,  and  herb  for  the  iervice  of  man;  that  he  may 
bring  forth  food  out  of  the  earth  ;  and  wine  that  maJceth 
glad  the  heart  of  man,  and  oil  to  make  his  face  to  fhine,  and 

bread 
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bread  which  ftrengtheneth  man's  heart.  The  trees  of  the 
Lord  are  full  of  fap;  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  which  he  hath 
planted  ;  where  the  birds  make  their  nefts:  as  for  the  ftork, 
the  fir-trees  are  her  houfe.  The  high  hills  are  a  refuge  for 
the  wild  goats,  and  the  rocks  for  the  conies.  He  appointed 
the  moon  for  feafons:  the  fun  knoweth  his  going  down. 
Thou  makeft  darknefs,  and  it  is  night :  wherein  all  the  beafts 
of  the  forefts  do  creep  forth.  The  young  lions  roar  after 
their  prey,  and  feek  their  meat  from  God.  The  fun  arifeth, 
they  gather  themfelves  together,  and  lay  them  down  in  their 
dens.  Man  goeth  forth  unto  his  work,  and  to  his  labour 
until  the  evening.  O  Lord,  how  manifold  are  thy  works! 
in  wifdom  haft  thou  made  them  all :  the  earth  is  full  of  thy 
riches.  So  is  this  m^at  and  wide  fea,  wherein  are  thines 
creeping  innumerable,  both  fmall  and  great  beafts.  There 
go  the  (hips:  there  is  that  leviathan,  whom  thou  haft;  made 
to  play  therein.  Thefe  wait  all  upon  thee :  that  thou 
mayeft  give  them  their  meat  in  due  feafon.  That  thou 
giveft  them,  they  gather:  thou  openeft  thine  hand,  they 
are  filled  with  good.  Thou  hideft  thy  face,  they  are  trou- 
bled :  thou  takeft  away  their  breath,  they  die,  and  return  to 
their  duft.  Thou  fendeft  forth  thy  fpirit,  they  are  created  : 
and  thou  renewed  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  glory  of  the 
Lord  fhall  endure  for  ever  :  the  Lord  (hall  rejoice  in  his 
works.  He  looketh  on  the  earth,  and  it  trembleth :  he 
toucheth  the  hills,  and  they  fmoke.  I  will  fingunto  the 
Lord  as  long  as  I  live :  I  will  fing  praife  to  my  God  while 
I  have  my  being.  My  meditation  of  him  lhall  be  fweet :  I 
will  be  glad  in  the  Lord.  Let  the  fmners  be  confumed  out 
of  the  earth,  and  let  the  wicked  be  no  more.  Blefs  thou 
the  Lord,  O  my  foul.     Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pfalm   104. 

The  pfalmijl  celebrates  God  on  account  of  his  glorious  works,  and 
above  all  for  the  temporal  andfpiritual  mercies  he  had  bejlowed  on 
the  people  of  Ifrael. 

P  R  A I S  E  ye  the  Lord.  I  will  praife  the  Lord  with  my 
whole  heart,  in  the  affembly  of  the  upright,  and  in  the  con- 
gregation. The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  fought  out  of 
all  them  that  have  pleafure  therein.  His  work  is  honourable 
and  glorious:  and  his  righteoufnefs  endureth  for  ever.  He 
hath  made  his  wonderful  works  to  be  remembered :  the 
Lord  is  gracious  and  full  of  companion.  He  hath  given 
meat  unto  them  that  fear  him  ;  he  will  ever  be  mindful  of 
his  covenant.  He  hath  {hewed  his  people  the  power  of  his 
works,  that  he  may  give  them  the  heritage  of  the  heathen. 

The 
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The  works  of  his  hands  are  verity  and  judgment:  all  his 
commandments  are  fure.  They  ftand  faft  for  ever  and  ever, 
and  are  done  in  truth  and  uprightnefs.  He  fent  redemption 
Unto  his  people:  he  hath  commanded  his  covenant  for  ever: 
holy  and  reverend  is  his  name.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  wifdom  :  a  good  underfianding  have  all  they 
that  do  his  commandments :    his  praife  endureth  for  ever. 

Pfahn  in. 

1 he  Ifraelitcs  are  exhorted  to  celebrate  the  power  and  ghry  of  God, 
displayed  in  the  worki  of  his  providence,  especially  in  his  exalting 
and  blejjin  r  thofe  whom  he  delights  in. 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.  Praife,  O  ye  tenants  of  the 
Lord,  praife  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Bleifed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord  from  this  time  forth  and  for  evermore.  From  the 
rifing  of  the  fun  unto  the  going  down  of  the  fame,  the  Lord's 
name  is  to  be  praifed.  •  The. Lord  is  high  above  all  nations, 
and  his  glory  above  the  heavens.  Who  is  like  unto  the  Lord 
our  God,  who  dwelleth  on  high!  Who  humbleth  himlelf  to 
behold  the  things  that  are  in  heaven,  and  in  the  earth  !  He 
raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  lifteth  tire  needy 
out  of  the  dunghill ;  that  he  may  fet  him  with  princes,  even 
with  the  princes  of  his  people.  He  maketh  the  barren  wo- 
man to  keep  houfe,  and  to  be  a  joyful  mother  of  children. 
Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pfahn  1 13. 

"The  pfalmijl  deferibelh  the  pacer  which  Jehovah  difplayed,  when  he 
led  the  ljrarfiles  out  of  Egypt,  through  the  Red-fea,  and  over  the 
river  Jordan. 

WHEN  Ifrael  went  out  of  Egj-pt,  the  houfe  of  Jacob 

from  a  people  of  ftfattge  language  ;  Judah  was  his  fan&uary, 

and  Ifrael  his  dominion.     The  ica  law  it,  and  fled  ;  Jordan 

was  driven  back.     The  mountains  flapped  like  rams,    and 

little  hills  like  lambs.     What  ailed  thee,  O  thou  fea, 

'  thou  fleddeft?  thou  Jordan,  that  thou  waft  driven  back? 

Ye  mountains,  that  ye  fkipped  like  ranis?  and  ye  little  hills 

like  lambs?    Tremble,  thou  earth,  at  the  prelence  of  the 

Lord,  at  the  prefence  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  which  turned 

the  rock  into  a  (landing  water,  the  Hint  into  a  fountain  of 

rs.  Pfdlfiiii^. 
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The  prophet  bcfecchetk  God  to  deliver  the  Ifraeliles  from  the  infults  of 
the  heathen  t  for  the  glory  of  his  name;  defcribeth  the  vanity  of 
idols  and  the  folly  of  idolatry ;  and  reprcfenteth  the  happinefs  of 
ihofe  who  fear  God,  and  put  their  trujt  in  him. 

NOT  unto  us,  O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy 
name  give  glory,  for  thy  mercy,  and  for  thy  truth's  fake. 
Wherefore  mould  the  heathen  fay,  Where  is  now  their  God  V 
But  our  God  is  in  the  heavens :  he  hath  done  whatsoever  he 
hath  pleafed.  Their  idols  are  filver  and  gold,  the  work  of 
men's  hands.  They  have  mouths,  but  they  fpeak  not : 
eyes  have  they,  but  they  fee  not :  they  have  ears,  but  they 
hear  not :  notes  have  they,  but  they  fmell  not :  they  have 
hands,  but  they  handle  not :  feet  have  they,  but  they  walk 
not :  neither  fpeak  they  through  their  throat.  They  that 
make  them  are  like  unto  them  ;  fo  is  every  one  that  tvufteth 
in  them.  O  Ifrael,  truft  thou  in  the  Lord:  he  is  their  help 
and  their  fhield.  O  houfe  of  Aaron,  truft  in  the  Lord  :  he  is 
their  help  and  their  fhiekl.  Ye  that  leu-  the  Lord,  truft  in  the 
Lord,  he  is  their  help  and  their  fhield.  The  Lord  hath  been 
mindful  of  us :  he  will  blefs  us;  he  will  blefs  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
he  will  blefs  the  houfe  of  Aaron.  He  will  blefs  them  that 
fear  the  Lord,  both  fin  all  and  great.  The  Lord  (hall  in- 
creafe  you  more  and  more,  you  and  your  children.  Ye  are 
blelfed  of  the  Lord,  which  made  heaven  and  earth.  The 
heaven,  even  the  heavens,  are  the  Lord's:  but  the  earth 
hath  he  given  to  the  children  of  men.  The  dead  praife  not 
the  Lord,  neither  any  that  go  down  into  filence.  But  we 
will  blefs  the  Lord  from  this  time  forth  and  for  evermore. 
Praife  the  Lord.  Pfalm  115. 

The  minijlers  of  the  temple  are  invited  to  praife  the  Lord. 

BEHOLD,  blefs  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  fervants  of  the 
Lord,  which  by  night  ftand  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  Lift 
up  your  hands  in  the  fanctuary  ;  and  blefs  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  that  made  heaven  and  earth  blefs  thee  out  of  Zion. 

Pfalm  134. 
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David folemnly  acknowledged  that  God  is  prefent  every  where;  and 
that  all,  even  the  moft  fecret  things,  are  perfectly  known  to  him. 
He  praifet  lithe  infinite  wifdom  of  God,  manifelled  in  the  formation 
of  his  body ;  ami  bring  fenfibly  affected  with  his  wonderful  works, 
he  profeffetk  that  the  contemplation  of  them  will  always  excite  him 
to  llcfs  and  fear  him.  He  then  declarcth  that  his  confidence  in  the 
divine  goodnefs  and  power  -would  fupport  him  againjl  all  the  a(~ 
faults  of  his  enemies,  that  he  will  never  fear,  nor  have  any  famili- 
arity with  them. 

O  Lord,  thou  haft  fearched  me,  and  known  me.  Thou 
knoweft  my  down-litting  and  mine  up-riling,  thou  under- 
itandeft  my  thought  afar  off.  Thou  compaffeft  my  path  and 
my  lying  down,  and  art  acquainted  with  all  my  ways.  For 
there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue,  but  lo,  O  Lord,  thou 
knoweft  it  altogether.  Thou  haft  befet  me  behind  and  be- 
fore, and  laid  thine  hand  upon  me.  Such  knowledge  is  too 
wonderful  for  me :  it  is  high  ;  1  cannot  attain  unto  it.  Whi- 
ther (hall  I  go  from  thy  ipirit  V  or  whither  (hall  I  flee  from 
thy  prelence  ?  If  I  afcend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art  there, 
if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold,  thou  art  there.  If  I  take 
the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermoft  parts 
of  the  lea  ;  even  there  fhall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right 
hand  {hall  hold  me.  If  I  fay,  Surely  the  darknels  (hall 
cover  me :  even  the  night  fhall  be  light  about  me.  Yea,  the 
darknefs  hideth  not  from  thee  ;  but  the  night  lhineth  as  the 
day :  the  darknefs  and  the  light  are  both  alike  to  thee.  For 
thou  haft  poffeffed  my  reins:  thou  haft  covered  me  in  my 
mother's  womb.  I  will  praHe  thee  ;  for  I  am  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made :  marvellous  are  thy  works  ;  and  that  my 
ibid  knoweth  right  well.  My  fubftance  was  not  hid  from 
thee,  when  I  was  made  in  fecret,  and  curioufly  wrought  in 
the  loweft  parts  of  the  earth.  Thine  eyes  did  fee  my  fub- 
ftance, yet  being  unperfe6t,  and  in  thy  book  all  my  members 
were  written;  which  in  continuance  were fafhioned,  when  a-. 
yet  there  was  none  of  them.  How  precious  alfo  are  thy 
thoughts  unto  me,  O  God  !  how  great  is  the  fum  of  them ! 
If  I  (hould  count  them,  they  are  more  in  number  than  the 
land  :  when  I  awake,  I  am  ft  ill  with  thee.  Surely  thou  wilt 
flay  the  wicked,  O  God  :  depart  from  me  therefore,  ye 
bloody  men.  For  they  fpeak  againft  thee  wickedly,  and 
thine  enemies  take  thy  name  in  vain.     Do  not  I  hate  them, 

0  Lord,  that  hate  thee?  and  am  not  I   grieved  with  thofe 
that  rift  up  againfl  thee?    I  hale  them  with  perfect  hatred  : 

1  count  them  mine  enemies.     Search  me,  (.)  God,  and  know 

my 
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my  heart,  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts.  And  fee  if 
there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
everlafting.  pjalm  139. 

The  Pfalmijl  exhortetk  the  Jews  to  praife  God  on  account  of  the 

ttbrffs  of  creation  and  providence,  and  more  particularly  for  the 

favours  he  had  done  to  their  nation. 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord:  for  it  is  good  to  ling  praife? 
unto  our  God ;  for  it  is  pleafant,  and  praife  is  comely.  The 
Lord  doth  build  up  Jernfalem:  he  gathereth  together  the 
out-calls  of  Ifrael.  He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart,  and 
bindeth  up  their  wounds.  He  telleth  the  number  of  the 
ftars:  he  calleth  them  all  by  their  names.  Great  is  our 
Lord,  and  of  great  power :  his  under/landing  is  infinite. 
The  Lord  lifteth  up  the  meek  :  he  cafteth  the  wicked  down 
to  the  ground.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thankfgiving  :  ling 
praife  upon  the  harp  unto  our  God :  who  covereth  the 
heaven  with  clouds,  who  prepareth  rain  for  the  earth,  who 
maketh  grafs  to  grow  upon  the  mountains.  He  giveth  to 
the  beaft  his  food,  and  to  the  young  ravens  which  cry.  He 
delighteth  not  in  the  ftrength  of  the  horfe  :  he  taketh  not 
pleaiure  in  the  legs  of  a  man.  The  Lord  taketh  pleafure  in 
them  that  fear  him,  in  thofe  that  hope  in  his  mercy.  Praife 
the  Lord,  OJerufalem:  praife  thy  God,  O  Zion.  For  he 
hath  ftrengthened  the  bars  of  thy  gates  :  he  hath  bleffed  thy 
children  within  thee.  He  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders,  and 
filleth  thee  with  the  fineft  of  the  wheat.  He  fendeth  forth 
his  commandment  upon  earth :  his  word  runneth  very 
iwiftly.  He  giveth  fnow  like  wool :  he  fcattereth  the  hoar 
froft  like  alhes.  He  cafteth  forth  his  ice  like  morfels  :  who 
can  Hand  before  his  cold?  He  fendeth  out  his  word,  and 
melteth  them  :  he  caufeth  his  wind  to  blow,  and  the  waters 
flow.  He  fheweth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  ftatutes  and 
his  judgments  unto  Ifrael.  He  hatn  not  dealt  fo  with  any 
nation  :  and  as  for  his  judgments,  they  have  not  known 
them.     Praife  ye  the  Lord.  '  Pfalm  147. 

All  creatures  in  heaven  and  in  earth  are  invited  to  praife  the  Lord, 
but  chiefly  mankind  and  the  Jews  in  particular. 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.  Praife  ye  the  Lord  from  the 
heavens:  praife  him  in  the  heights.  Praife  ye  him,  all  his 
angels:  praife  ye  him  all  his  holts.  Praile  ye  him,  fun  and 
moon  ;  praife  him,  all  ye  liars  of  light.  Praife  him,  ye 
heavens  of  heavens,  and  ye  Waters  that  be  above  the  heavens. 
Let  them  praife  the  name  of  the  Lord:  for  he  commanded, 

and 
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and  they  were  created.  He  Kith  alfo  ftablifhed  them  for 
ever  and  ever:  he  hath  made  a  decree  which  (hall  not  pafs. 
Praife  the  Lord  from  the  earth,  ye  dragons  and  all  deeps. 
Fire  and  hail,  mow  and  vapour,  ftormy  wind  fulfilling  nis 
word.  Mountains  and  all  hills,  fruitful  trees  and  all  cedars. 
Beafts  and  all  cattle,  creeping  things  and  flying  fowl.  Kings 
of  the  earth,  and  all  people  ;  princes,  and  all  judges  of  the 
earth.  Colli  young  men  and  maidens,  old  men  and  chil- 
dren. Let  them  praife  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  lor  his  name 
alone  is  excellent,  his  glory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven. 
He  alfo  exalteth  the  horn  of  his  people,  the  praife  of  all 
his  faints ;  even  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  a  people  near  unto 
him.     Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pfatm  148. 

The  pfahnijl  exkorteth  all  men  to  praife  God,  becaufe  of  his  glorious 
majefly  and  his  wonderful  works. 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.     Praife  God  in  his  fan&uary : 

praife  him  in  the  firmament  of  his  power.  Praife  him  for 
his  mighty  a6ts :  praife  him  according  to  his  excellent  great- 
nefs.  Praife  him  with  the  found  of  the  trumpet :  praife  him 
with  the  pfaltery  and  harp.  Praife  him  with  the  timbrel  and 
dance:  praife  him  with  ftringed  inftruments  and  organs. 
Praife  him  upon  the  loud  cymbals  :  praife  him  upon  the 
high-founding  cymbals.  Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath, 
praife  the  Lord.     Praife  ye  the  Lord.  Pfalm  150. 


INSTRUCTIVE    PSALMS. 

The  different  characters  of  good  and  bad  men:  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  one,  and  the  miferies  of  the  other,  are  repre- 
sented in  the  following. 

Refrefentmg  the  hagpinefs  ofthofe  who  ojbferve  the  law  of  the  Lord, 

and  the  mifcryof  thofe  who  trqnfgrefs  it. 

BLESSED  is'  the  man  that  wallceth  not  in  the  counfel 

of  the  ungodly,  nor  ftahdeth  in  the   way  of  finhers,  nor 

fitteth  in  the  feat  of  the  fcomful.     But  his  delight  is  in  the 

law  ol  the  Lord,  and  in  his,  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and 

night.     And  he  (hall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of 

r,  thai  bringetn  forth  his  fruit  in  his  leafon :   his  leaf 

allbflvaHnol  let  he  dofeth,  (hall  prober. 

The  lb:    but   are  like   the  chafl     which 

the  wit  ,;   Th<  refore  the  \.\.  odly  (hall  not 

ts  in  the  congregation  o\ 
the 
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the  righteous.     For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righ- 
teous :  but  the  way  of  the  ungodly  fhall  peiilh.        Pfalrn  1. 

the  pfalmlfl  expoflufates  with  God  for  not  coming  to  his  ajjijlance  in 
the  time  ofaiflrefs;  and  after  defcribing  the  impiety,  artificer 
violence  of  his  perfecutor,  earnejlly  befeecheth  the  Lord  to  he  his 

protector,  and  hepeth  that  his  prayer  will  be  heard. 

WHY  ftandeft  thou  afar  off,  O  Lord?  why  hideft  thou 
thyfelf  in  times  of  trouble  ?  the  wicked  in  his  pride  doth 
perfecute  the  poor:  let  them  be  taken  in  the  devices  that 
they  have  imagined.  For  the  wicked  boafteth  of  his  heart's 
defire,  and  bleffeth  the  covetous,  whom  the  Lord  abhorreth. 
The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  countenance,  will  not 
feck  after  God  :  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts.  His  ways 
are  always  grievous  :  thy  judgments  are  far  above  out  of  his 
I  :  as  lor  all  his  enemies,  he  puffeth  at  them.  He  hath 
faid  in  his  heart,  I  fhall  not  be  moved:  for  1  fhall  never  be 
in  adverfity.  His  mbuth  is  full  of  cuffing,  and  deceit,  and 
fraud:  under  his  tongue  is  mifchief  and  vanity.  He  lit- 
teth  in  the  lurking  places  of  the  villages  :  in  the  fecret  places 
doth  he  murder  the  innocent :  his  eyes  are  privily  fet  againft 
the  poor.  He  lieth  in  wait  fecretly  as  a  lion  in  his  den  :  he 
lieth  in  wait  to  catch  the  poor:  he  doth  catch  the  poor, 
when  he  draweth  him  into  his  net.  He  croucheth,  and 
humbleth  himfelf,  that  the  poor  may  fall  by  his  ftrong  ones. 
He  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgotten:  he  hideth 
his  face,  he  will  never  fee  it.  Arife,  O  Lord,  O  God,  lift 
up  thine  hand:  forget  not  the  humble.  Wherefore  doth 
the  wicked  contemn  God  :  he  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  Thou 
wilt  not  require  it.  Thou  haft  feen  it,  for  thou  beholden: 
mifchief  and  f'pite  to  requite  it  with  thy  hand:  the  poor 
mitieth  himfelf  unto  thee,  thou  art  the  helper  of  the 
fatherlefs.  Break  thou  the  arm  of  the  wicked,  and  the  evil 
man:  feek  out  his  wickednels  till  thou  find  none.  The 
Lord  is  king  for  ever  and  ever :  the  heathen  are  perifhed 
out  of  his  land.  Lord,  thou  haft  heard  the  defire  of  the 
humble:  thou  wilt  prepare  their  heart,  thou  wilt  caufe thine 
ear  to  hear  :  to  judge  the  fatherlefs  and  the  opprefled,  that 
the  man  of  the  earth  may  no  more  opprefs.  Pfalm  10. 

Amidji  the  treachery  and  faljlood  which  prevailed  amongjl  all  orders 
of  men,  David  jlictli  to  the  Lord  for  protection;  praying,  that  he 
would,  according  to  his  promife.  deliver  the  innocent,  and  rejlrain 
the  i:\jnjiice  and  violence  ofthofe  who  endeavoured  to  op-prefs  them. 
HELP,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man  ceafeth  ;  for  the  faith- 
ful fail  from  among  the  children  of  men.  Thev  fpeak  vanity 
VdJ.  111.  N  every 
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every  one  with  his  neighbour:  with  flattering  lips,  and  with 
a  double  heart  do  they  fpeak.  The  Lord  (hall  cut  oft'  all 
flattering  lips,  and  the  tongue  that  fpeaketh  proud  things. 
Who  have  laid,  With  our  tongue  will  we  prevail,  our  lips 
are  our  own:  who  is  lord  over  us?  for  the  oppreffion  of  the 
poor,  for  the  fighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arife,  faith 
the  Lord  :  1  will  let  him  in  fafety  from  him  that  purfeth  at 
him.  The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words :  as  filver  tried 
in  a  furnace  of  earth,  purified  l'even  times.  Thou  (halt 
keep  them,  O  Lord,  thou  fhalt  preferve  them  from  this 
generation  for  ever.  The  wicked  walk  on  every  fide,  when 
the  vileft  men  are  exalted.  Pfalm  12. 

David  complaineth  of  the  impiety  and  general  corruption  of  the  peo- 
ple who  had  led  the  Ifraetites  into  captivity  ;  defcribeth  their  ter- 
rors; and  beggeth  of  God  to  bring  back  his  captive  people  to 
their  own  land. 

THE  fool  hath  faid  in  his  heart,  There  is  no  God :  they 
arc  corrupt,  they  have  done  abominable  works,  there  is  none 
that  doeth  good.  The  Lord  looketh  down  from  heaven  upon 
the  children  of  men  ;  to  lee  if  there  were  any  that  did  un- 
derftand,  and  feek  God.  They  are  all  gone  afide,  they  are 
altogether  become. filthy :  there  is  none  that  doeth  good, 
no  not  one.  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  know- 
ledge? who  eat  up  my  people,  as  they  eat  bread,  and  call 
not  upon  the  Lord.  There  were  they  in  great  fear:  for  God 
is  in  tne  generation  of  the  righteous.  Ye  have  fhamed  the 
counfel  of  the  poor ;  becaule  the  Lord  is  his  refuge.  O, 
that  the  falvation  of  Ifrael  were  come  out  of  Zion!  when  the 
Lord  bringeth  back  the  captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob  {hall 
rejoice,  and  Ifrael  fhall  be  glad.  Pfalm  14. 

David  defcribeth  the  qualifications  of  that  man  whofliall  be  accounted 
worthy  to  approach  God,  and  worfiiip  him  hi  his  tabernacle. 

LORD,  who  (hall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle?  who  (hall 
uwell  in  thy  holy  hill?  He  that  walketh  uprightly,  and 
worketh  righteoufnefs,  and  fpeaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart. 
He  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor  doeth  evil  to 
his  neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  reproach  again!?  his  neigh- 
bour. In  whofe  eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned  ;  but  he 
honoureth  them  that  fear  the  Lord  :  he  that  fweareth  to  his 
own  hurl,  and  changeth  not.  He  that  putteth  not  out  his 
money  to  ufury,  nor  taketh  reward  againft  the  innocent. 
He  that  doelh  thefe  things,  lhail  never  be  moved.    Pfalm  1  ;,. 

David 
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David  acknowlcdgeth,  that  Man's  tnte  happincfs  confifls  in  the  pardon 
of  his  fins,  and  that  this  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  a  j' 
(onfefjion  of  them  to  Gpd.     David  therefore  cxhorteth  mei 
to  conceal  their  Ja:s  as  he  had  done,  but  to  confefs  and  j  i 
them. 

BLESSED  is  he  whofe  tranfgreffion  is  forgiven, 
whole  fin  is  covered.  Bleffed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the 
Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity,  and  in  whofe  ipirit  there  is  no 
guile.  When  I  kept  lilence  my  bones  waxed  old  through 
my  roaring  all  the  day  long.  For  day  and  night  thy  hand 
was  heavy  opon  me:  my  moifture  is  turned  into  the  drought 
offumtner.  Selah.  I  acknowledged  my  fin  unto  thee,  and 
min,e  iniquity  have  I  not  hid  :  I  laid,  I  will  confefs  my  tranf- 
greflions  unto  the  Lord  :  and  thou  forgaveft  the  iniquity  of 
my  fin.  Selah.  For  this  fhall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray 
unto  thee  in  a  time  when  thou  mayeft  be  found  :  finely  in 
the  floods  of  great  waters,  they  fhall  not  come  nigh  unto 
him.  Thou  art  my  hiding  place;  thou  (halt  preferve  me 
from  trouble  :  thou  fhalt  compafs  me  about  with  fongs  of 
deliverance.  Selah.  I  will  inftruct  thee  and  teach  thee  in 
the  way  which  thou  fhalt  go :  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine 
eye.  Be  ye  no*  as  the  horfe,  or  as  the  mule,  which  have 
no  underftanding  :  whofe  mouth  muft  be  held  in  with  bit 
and  bridle,  left  they  come  near  unto  thee.  Many  forrows 
fhall  be  to  the  wicked,:  but  he  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord, 
mercy  fhall  compafs  him  about.  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and 
rejoice,  ye  righteous:  and  fhout  for  joy,  all  ye  that  are 
upright  in  heart.  Pfalm  32. 

David  cxhorteth  the  Israelites  not  to  be  difcouraged  at  feeing  the 

\l  fometimes  happy,  and  the  good  fometimes  afflihed ;    and 

Jhexveth  that,  fooncr  or  later,  God  fails  not  to  deliver  good  men 

and  reward  their  piety,  and  to  render  to  the  wicked  the  recom- 

pence  of  their  iniquity. 

FRET  not  thyfelf  becaufeof  evil  doers,  neither  be  thou 
envious  again  ft  the  workers  of  iniquity.  For  they  fhall  foon 
be  cut  down  like  the  grafs,  and  wither  as  the  green  herb. 
Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good  ;  lb  fhalt  thou  dwell  in  the 
land,  and  verily  thou  fhalt  be  fed.  Delight  thyfelf  alfo  in 
Lord  ;  and  he  fhall  give  thee  the  delires  of  thine  heart. 
Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord  ;  truft  alfo  in  him  ;  and  he 
fhall  bring  it  to  pafs:  And  he  fhall  bring  forth  thy  righ- 
teoufnefs  as  the  light,  and  thy  judgment  as  the  noon-day. 
-Reft   in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for   him:   fret  not 

N  j  thyfelf 


itf  SACRED    LH  E  R  A  T  U  R  E.  VII. 

thyfelf  becaufe  of  him  wh    profperel  fe  of 

the  man  who  bringetb  wicked  devi  .'om 

:  not  th\  '"do 

evil.     For  evil  doers  mail  be  cut  off:    but  thofe  that 
upon  Hie  Lord,  they  fhall  inherit  theearth.    For  yet  a  little 
while,  and. the  wicked  fhall  not  be:    yea,  thou   {halt   dili- 
riy  GoniTder  his  place,  and  it  (hall  not  be.     But  the  meek 
fhall  inherit  the  earth;  and  (hall  delight  themfejvei 
abundance  of -p<  I  plotteth  againft  the  j 

and  gnafheth  upon  him   with   his  teeth.     The  Lord  f] 
laugh  at  him:  tor  lie  feeth  that  his  day  is  coming. 
wicked  have  drawn  out  the  fword,  and  have  bent  their  bow, 
to  cafl  down  the  poor  and  needy,  and  to  (lay  liich  as  be  df 
upright  converfation.     Their  fword  fhall  enter  into  their 
own  heart,  and  their  bows  {hall  be  broken.     A  little  that  a 
righteous  man  hath  is  better  than  the  riches  of  many  wicked. 
For  the  arms  of  the  wicked  {hall  be  broken:  but  the  Lord 
upholdcth  the  righteous.     The  Lord    Iraoweth  the  days  of" 
the  upright  :  and  their  inheritar.ee  {"hall  be  for  ever.     They 
fliall  not  be  afbamed  in  the  evil  time:    and  in  the  days  of 
famine  they  fhall  befatisfidd.     Rut  the  wicked  fhall  perifti, 
and  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  fliall  be  as  tne  i. 
they  fliall  con  fume  ;    into  Imoke  fliall  they  con  fume  away. 
The  wicked  borroweth,    andpaveth    not    again:    but   the 
righteous  fheweth  mercy,  and  givetli.     For  Inch  as  be  blef- 
fed  of  him  fhall  inherit  the  earth  :  and  they  that  be  curled 
of  him  {hall  be  cut  off.     The  fleps  of  a  good  man  are  or- 
dered by  the  Lord  :  and  he  delighteth  in  his  way.    The 
befall,    he  fliall  not  be   utterly  call  down:  for  the  Lord 
upholdeth  him  with  his  hand.     I  have  been  young,    and 
now  am  old:    yet  have  I  not    (ecu  the  righteous  forfaken, 
nor  his  Iced  begging  bread.     He  is  ever  merciful,  and  iend- 
eth;  and  his  feed  is  blefled.    Depart  from  evil,  and  do  good  ; 
and  dwell   for  evermore.     For  the  Lord  lovcih  judgement, 
ForfaJceth   not  his  faints.;  they  are  preferved  for  ever; 
but  the  feed  of  the  wicked  fliall  be  cut  off.     The  righteous 
fliall   inherit   the  land,   and   dwell  therein  for  ever.     The 
mouth  of  the  righteous   fpeaketh  wifdom,  and  his  tongue 
i'n  of  judgment.     The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his  heart ; 
none  of  his    Heps  fliall   flide.     The   wicked  watcheth    the 
tteous,  and   l'eeketh    to  flay  him.     The  Lord  will  not 
leave  him  in  his  hand,  nor  condemn  him  when  he  is  judged. 
Wait  on  the  Lord,  and   keep  his  way,  and   he  fhall  exalt 
thee  to  inherit  the  land:  when  the  wi(  ked  are  cut  off,  thou 
flialt  fee  it.     I  have  feen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  and 

fpreading 
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fpreading  himfelf  like  a  green  bay  tree.  Yet  he  paffed  away, 
audio,  hcwas  not:  yea,  I  fought  him,  but  he  could  not 
be  found.  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright  ; 
felt  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  But  the  tranlVreliors  ("hall 
be  deftroyed  together:  the  end  of  the  wicked  {hall  be  cut  off. 
But  the  falvation  of  the  righteous  is  of  the  Lord:  he  is 
their  ftrength  in  the  time  of  trouble.  And  the  Lord  I 
help,  them,  and  deliver  them:  he  Ihall  deliver  them  from  the 
v.  ,'cked,  and  fave  them,  becaufe  they  truft  in  him.     Pj'ulm  3-. 

beth  the  malevolent  difpoftion  of  Dbeg,  and  denow 

infi  him  for  having  exdj'perated  Sa  d 
!.ril,  many  of  whom  he  had  cruelly  /.'  .  . 
rteth' himfelf  with  tkt  ward}  him, 

I  tit  him  for  it* 

WHY  boafteft  thou  thyfelf  in  mifchief,  O  mighty  man  ? 
the  goodnefs  of  God  endureth  continually.  Thy  tongue 
deviieth  miichiefs;  like  a  (harp  razor,  working  deceitfully. 
Thou  loveft  evil  more  than  good  ;  and  lying  rather  than  to 
Ipeak  righteouinefs.  Selah.  Thou  loveft  all  devouring 
words,  O  thou  deceitful  tongue.  God  fhall  likewifedeftroy 
tiiee  for  ever,  he  (hall  take  thee  away,  and  pluck  thee  out  of 
thy  dwelling  place,  and  root  thee  out  of  the  land  of  the 
living.  Selah.  The  righteous  alfo  fhall  fee,  and  fear,  and  fhall 
laugh  at  him  :  lo,  tins  is  the  man  that  made  not  God  his 
ftrength  ;  but  trufted  in  the  abundance  of  his  riches,  and 
ftrengthened  himfelf  in  his  wickednefs.  But  1  am  like  a 
green  olive  tree  in  the  houfe  of  God:  I  truft  in  the  mercy 
ol  God  for  ever  and  ever.  I  will  praife  thee  for  ever,  be- 
caufe  thou  haft  done  it:  and  I  will  wait  on  thy  name  ;  for 
it  is  good  before  thy  feints.  Pfalm  52. 

Davftcomplaineth  of  the  impiety  and  general  corruptidn  of  the  people 
hailed  the  Israelites  into  captivity >;  defcribeth  the  vamter- 
r  ,rs  %eth  of  him  to  oring  them  tack 

to  their  own  land. 

THE  fool  hath   Paid   in  his  heart,    There   is  no  God. 

<     rrupl  arc  they,  and  have  done  abominable  iniquity:  there 

>od.     God  looked  down  from  heaven 

upon  the  children  ot  men,  to  fee  if  there  were  any  that  did 

underftand,  that  did  Peek  Cr<>d.     Every  one  of  them  is  crone 

back  :  they  are  altogether  become  filthy  ;  there  is  none°that 

doeth  good,  no  not  one.     Have  the  workers  of  iniquity  no 

who  eat  up  my  people  as  they  eat  bread  ;  they 

.  not  called  upon  God.     There  were  they  in  great  fear 

N  3  where 
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where  no  fear  was:  for  God  hath  fcattered  the  bones  of  him 
that  encampeth  againft  thee:  thou  haft  put  them  to  fhame, 
becaufe  God  hathdefpifed  them.  'Oh,  that  the  falvation  of 
Ifrael  were  come  out  of  Zion  !  when  God  bringeth  back  tlic 
captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob  fli3.ll  rejoice,  and  Ifrael  (hall  be 
glac^  Pfalm  53. 

David  reproveth  the  judges,  the  prince;  of  Sard's  court,  for  faffing 
an  unrighteous  fentence  upon  himfelf,  probably,  as  guilty  of  Seek- 
ing Said's  life;  and  beggclh  of  God  to  defeat  their  itnjufl  attempts 
to  dejlroy  him,  and  openly  to  Jhexv  himfelf  the  protestor  of  the 
innocent. 

DO  ye  indeed  fpeak  right  eoufaefs,  O  congregation?  do 
ye  judge  uprightly,  O  ye  Ions  of  men  ?  Yea,  in  heart  ye 
work  wiclcedneis ;  ye  weigh  the  violence  of  your  hands  in 
the  earth.  The  wicked  are  eftranged  from  the  womb  :  they 
go  aftray  as  foon  as  they  be  born,  fpeaking  lies.  Their  poi- 
fon  is  like  the  poifon  of  a  ferpent :  they  are  like  the  cleat 
adder  that  ftoppeth  her  ear;  which  will  not  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  charmers,  charming  ever  fb  wifely.  Break  their 
teeth,  O  God,  in  their  mouth:  break  out  the  great  teeth  of 
.  the  young  lions,  O  Lord.  Let  them  melt  away  as  waters 
Which  run  continually:  when  he  bendcth  his  bow  to  fhoot 
his  arrows,  let  them  be  as  cut  in  pieces.  As  a  fnail.  which 
inelteth,  let  every  one  of  them  pals  away;  like  the  untimely 
birth  of  a  woman,  that  they  may  not  fee  the  fun.  Before 
your  pots  can  feel  the  thorns,  he  fhali  take  them  away  as 
with  a  whirlwind,  both  living,  and  in  his  wrath.  The  righ- 
teous (hall  rejoice  when  he  ieeth  the  vengeance :  he  (hall 
wafh  his  feet  in  the  blood  of  the  wicked.  So  that  a  man 
{hall  fay,  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  righteous  :  verily 
he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.  Pfalm  50. 

Afaph  reprejenteth  that  lie  had  been  (foggered  in  his  faith,  and 
tempted  to  apoftatize  from  God,  upon  feeing  the fiourifhing  condition 
of  their  heathen  invaders  and  the  ajfi'i  people ; 

but  that,  after  he  had  confultcd  the  law  oj  God,  he  difcoveredt 
that  the  profperity  of  the  wicked  leadeth  them  to  certain  ruin  : 

nee  he  concluded,  that  all  his  hdtiph 
not  to  the  Gods  of  the  heathen,  but  to  the  Lord. 

TRULY  God  is  good  to  Ifrael,  even  to  fucb  as  are  of 
a  clean  heart.  But  as  for  me,  my  feet  were  almoft  gone; 
my  fteps  had  well  nigh  flipped.  For  1  was  envious  at  the 
foolifh,  when  I  law  the  profperity  of  ti  d.     For  there 

ar< 
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are  no  bands  in  their  death  :  but  their  ftrehgth  is  firm. 
They  are  not  in  trouble  as  other  men ;  neither  are  they 
plagued  like  other  men.  Therefore  pride  compaffeth  them 
about  as  a  chain ;  violence  covereth  them  as  a  garment. 
Their  eyes  ftand  out  with  fatnefs:  they  have  more  than 
heart  could  wifh.  They  are  corrupt,  and  fpeak  wickedly  con- 
cerning oppreflion :  they  fpeak  loftily.  They  fet  their 
mouth  againft  the  heavens,  and  their  tongue  walketh  thro 
the  earth.  Therefore  his  people  return  hither:  and  waters 
of  a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  to  them:  and  they  fay,  How 
doth  God  know?  and  is  there  knowledge  in  the  moit  High? 
1'..  hold,  thefe  are  the  ungodly,  who  profper  in  the  world, 
they  increafe  in  riches.  Verily,  I  have  cleanfed  my  heart  in 
vain,  and  walhed  my  hands  in  innocency.  For  all  the  day 
long  have  I  been  plagued,  and  chafiened  every  morning.  If 
I  fay,  I  will  fpeak  thus;  behold,  I  fhould  offend,  againft  the 
generation  of  thy  children.  When  I  thought  to  know  this, 
it  was  too  painful  for  me.  Until  I  went  into  the  fancluary 
ol  God  :  then  underftood  I  their  end.  Surely  thou  didft 
fet  them  in  flippery  places:  thou  caftedft  them  down  into 
deftruction.  How  ase  they  brought  into  defolation  as  in  a 
moment;  they  are  utterly  confumed  with  terrors.  As  a 
dream  when  one  awaketh  ;  fo,  O  Lord,  when  thou  awakeft, 
thou  fhalt  defpife  their  image.  Thus  my  heart  was  grieved, 
and  I  was  pricked  in  my  reins.  So  fooliih  was  I,  and  igno- 
rant :  I  was  as  a  beafi  before  thee.  Neverthelefs,  I  am  con- 
tinually with  thee:  thou  haft  holden  me  by  my  right  hand. 
Thou  ihalt  guide  me  with  thy  counfel,  and  afterwards  re- 
ceive me  to  glory.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and 
there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befide  thee.  My  flefh 
and  my  heart  faileth:  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart, 
and  my  portion  for  ever.  For  lo,  they  that  are  far  from  thee 
fhall  perifh  :  thou  haft  deftroyed  all  them  that  go  a  whoring 
from  thee.  But  it  is  good  for  me  to  draw  near  to  God  :  I 
have  put  my  truft  in  the  Lord  God,  that  I  may  declare  all 
thy  works.  Pfalm  73. 

The  prophet  prdifeth  God  for  defeating  the  enter  prizes  of  his  idola- 
trous enemies  againft  him  ;  admireth  the  wife  conduct  of  providence 
towards  them  and  the  pious  Ifraelites ;  andjhewcth  that  if  the  ido- 
latrous jlourijh  for  a  while,  they  are  rooted  out  at  the  lajl :  whereas 
the  pious  Jfrqelites  are  crowned  with  all  manner  ofblejj,' 

IT  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to 
fing  praifes  unto  thy  name,  O  moft  high  :  to  (hew  forth  thy 

loving 
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loving  kindnefs  in  the  morning,  and  thy  faithfukiefs  every 
night.  Upon  an  inflrument  often  firings,  and  upon  the  pial- 
tery ;  even  upon  the  harp  with  a  folemn  found.  For  thou, 
Lord,  haft  made  me  glad  through  thy  work:  I  will  triumph 
in  the  works  o£  thy  hands.  O  Lord,  how  gii 
works!  and  thy  thoughts  are  very  deep.  A  brutifh  man 
knoweth  not:  neither  doth  a  fool  underftand  this.  When 
the  wicked  fpring  as  the  girafs,  and  when  all  the  workers  of 
iniquity  do  flourifh  ;  it  is  that  they  {lull  be  defuoyed  for 
ever  :  put  thou,  Lord,  artmoft  high  for  evermore.  For lo, 
thine  enemies,  O  Lord,  For  lo,  Hi  me  enemies  (hall  periih  ; 
ail  the  workers  of  iniquity  fhall  he  fcattered.  But  my  horn 
fhalt  thou  exalt  like  the-  horn  of  an  unicorn  :  1  mall  be 
anointed  with  fic-fi>  6il.  Mine  eye  alfo  fhall  fee  my  d< 
on  mine  enemies';  and  mine  ears  (nail  hear'my  defire  6i  I 
wicked  that  rife  up  againft  me.  The  righteous  mall  flourifh 
like  the  palm  tree:  he  (hall  grow  like  a  cedar  in  Lebanon. 
Thole  that  be  planted  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  fhall  flou- 
rifh in  the  courts  of  our  God.  They  (hall  ft  ill  bring  forth 
fruit  in  old  age;  they  fhall  be  fat  and  flourifbing.:  to  fliew 
that  the  Lord  is  upright :  he  is  my  rock,  and  theje  is  no  un- 
righteoufnefs  in  1 

7'hc  pfahnlji  defcribeth  the  happim 
PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.     BlefTed  is  the  man  that  feareth 
the  Lord,  that   delighteth    greatly  in  his  command 
His  feed  fhall  be  mighty  upon  earth  :  the  generation  oi 
upright  {hall  b<  bl.i  ffed.     Wealth  and  i  .11  be  in 

houfe :  arid  his  righteoufriefs  ei  -  forever.  Unto  the 
upright  there  arileth  light  in  the  daxkqtfs :  he  is  gracious, 
and  full  of  companion,  and  righteous.  A  good  man  fhew- 
eth  favour,  and  lendcth;  he  dif- 

cretion.     Surely  he  fhajl  hot  be  moved  for  c\er:  the.] 
teous  fhall  be  in  everlafting  remembrance.     He  fliall  not 
be  afraid  of  evil  tidings:  his  hen  d,  trujUru  in  tin 

Lord.     If  is  heart  is  eftablifhed,  he  fhall  not  b< 
he  fee  his  defire  upon  his  enemies.     He  bat 
hath  given  to  the  poor;  his  ri •.  ndureth 

his  horn   fhall  b<  M-:li 

it,  and  be  grieved;  he  fhall  gnafh  wil 
melt  away  :  the  ' '  -• 
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ffcpfalmijl  iefcribeth  the  fecurity  oftkpfe  Ifraelites,  who,  amid(l  the 
opprejfion  of  the  enemy,  rely  on  the  Lord;  and  deduct  h  thai  if 
they  are  aJH&ed,  it  is  but  for  a  time:  whereas  thofe  xvho  foi 
him  to  follow  idols,  perijh  at  lafl  in  a  mifcrable  manner. 
THEY  that   truft  in  the  Lord  (hall  be  as  mount  Zion, 
which  cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for  ever.     As  the 
mountains  are  round  about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round 
about  his  people,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever.     For  the 
rod  of  the  wicked  fhall  not  reft  upon  the  lot  of  the  righ- 
teous: left  the  righteous  put  forth  their  hands  unto  iniqui- 
ty.    Do  good,   0   Lord,  unto  thofe  that  be  good,  and  to 
them  that  arc  upright  in  their  hearts.     As  for  fuch  as  turn 
afide  unto  their  crooked  ways,   the  Lord  fhall  lead  them 

th  with  the  workers  of  iniquity  ;   but   peace  fkall  be 
upon  lfrael.  Pfatm  125. 

Solomon  dcclareth  that  all  the  care  taken  for  the  prosperity  of 
mil'tes  and  cities,  without  God's  bleffing  and  i 

and  that   children   and  the  advantages  arijing  from  them  are 
his  gift. 

EXCEPT  the  Lord  build  the  houfe,  they  labour  in 
vain  that  build  it :  except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  wai 
men  waketh  but  in  vain.  It  is  vain  for  you  to  rife  tip  earlv, 
to  fit  up  late,  to  eat  the  bread  of  forrows :  for  fo  he  giveth 
his  beloved  fleep.  Lo,  children  arc  an  heritage  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  fruit  of  the  womb  is  his  reward.  As  arrows  are  in  the 
hand  of  a  mighty  man  :  fo  are  children  of  the  youth.  Ha; 
is  the  man  that  hath  his  quiver  full  of  them :  they  lhall  not 
be  afhamed,  but  they  (hall  fpeak  with  the  enemies  in  the 
gate.  Pjalm  u;. 

On  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  fear  God,  and  the  temporal  bh 

bellows  upon  them,  in  profpering  their  labours,   in  g\ 
children,  and  in  prolonging  their  lives. 

BLESSED  is  every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord:  tl 
walketh  in  his  ways.  For  thou  flfalt  eat  the  labour  of  thi 
hands:  happy  fhalt  thou  be,  and  it  (hall  be  well  with  thee. 
Thy  wife  (hall  be  as  a  fruitful  vine,  by  the  fides  of  thine 
houfe:  thy  children  like  olive  plants  round  about  thy  table. 
Behold,  that  thus  fhall  the  man  be  bletfed,  that  feareth  the 
Lord.  The  Lord  lhall  blefs  thee  out  of  Zion:  and  thou 
fhalt  fee  the  good  of  Jerufalem  all  the  days  of  thy  lite.  Yea, 
thou  fhalt  fee  thy  children's  children,  and  peace  upon  lfrael. 

dm  12*:!. 

David 
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David  reprcfenteth  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  live  in  peace  and  unity, 
and  the  blejjings  which  God  bejlows  upon  them. 
B  E  H  OL  D,  how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity  !  It  is  like  the  precious  ointment 
upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon  the  beard,  even  Aaron's 
beard  ;  that  went  down  to  the  fkirts  of  his  garment ;  as  the 
dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that  defcended  upon  the 
mountains  of  Zion  :  for  there  the  Lord  commanded  the  blef- 
fing,  even  life  evermore.  Pfalm  133. 


The  excellence  of  God's  Law. 

David  celebrates  the  glory  of  God,  which  appears  in  the  order  of 
nature,  particularly  in  the  heavens  and  the  jun.  He  then  fpcafc- 
et/i  of  the  excellency  of  his  law ;  and  prayeth  him  to  pardon  his 
fms,  and  to  keep  him  from  offending ;  that  fo  his  life  may  be 
blamelcfs,  and  his  prayers  accepted, 

THE  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firma- 
ment fheweth  his  handy  work.  Day  unto  day  uttereth 
ipeech,  and  night  unto  night  fheweth  knowledge.  There  is 
no  fpeech  nor  language,  where  their  voice  is  not  heard. 
Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth,  and  their  words. 
to  the  end  of  the  world.  In  them  hath  he  fet  a  tabernacle 
for  the  fun,  which  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his  cham- 
ber, and  rejoiceth  as  a  ftrong  man  to  run  a  race.  His  going 
forth  is  from  the  end  of  the  heaven,  and  his  circuit  unto  the 
ends  of  it :  and  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof. 
The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  foul:  the  tef- 
timony  of  the  Lord  is  lure,  making  wile  the  fimple.  The 
ftatutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart :  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes.  The 
fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for  ever :  the  judgments 
of  the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether.  More  to  be 
defired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  line  gold:  fweeter 
alfo  than  honey,  and  the  honey-comb.  Moreover,  by  them  is 
thy  fervant  warned :  and  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great 
reward.  Who  can  underftand  his  errors?  Cleanfe  thou  me 
from  fecret  faults.  Keep  back  thy  fervant  alfo  from  pre- 
sumptuous fins  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me:  then 
Hull  I  be  upright,  and  I  (hall  be  innocent  from  the  great 
tranfgreffibn.  Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  medi- 
ation of  my  heart  be  acceptable  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord,  my 
gth,  and  my  redeemer.  Pjalm  19. 

David 
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Dav'nl  defcribeth  the  excellence  of  God's  law,  and  the  happinefs  of 
thofe  who  keep  it.  He  tejlifeth  that  his  intention  and  dejire  is, 
to  apply  himfelf  entirely  to  it ;  and  beggeth  of  God  with  great 
zeal,  that  he  would  give  him  grace  to  underfland  it,  and  obferve 
it  continually. 

BLESSED  are  the  undefiled  in  the  way,  who  walk  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord.  Bleffed  are  they  that  keep  his  teftimo- 
nies, and  that  feek  him  with  the  whole  heart.  They  alfo  do 
no  iniquity  :  they  walk  in  his  ways.  Thou  haft  command- 
ed us  to  keep  thy  precepts  diligently.  O  that  my  ways  wege 
directed  to  keep  thy  ftatutes !  Then  fhall  I  not  be  afhamed, 
when  I  have  refpe6l  unto  all  thy  commandments.  I  will 
praife  thee  with  uprightnefs  of  heart,  when  I  (hall  have 
learned  thy  righteous  judgments.     I  will  keep  thy  ftatutes: 

0  forfake  me  not  utterly. 

Wherewithal  (hall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way?  by  tak- 
ing heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word.  With  my  whole 
heart  have  I  fought  thee :  O  let  me  not  wander  from  thy 
commandments.     Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,  that 

1  might  not  fin  againft  thee.  Bleffed  art  thou,  O  Lord : 
teach  me  thy  ftatutes.  With  my  lips  have  I  declared  all  the 
judgments  of  thy  mouth.  I  have  rejoiced  in  the  way  of  thy 
teftimonies  as  much  as  in  all  riches.  I  will  meditate  in  thy 
precepts,  and  have  refpeft  unto  thy  ways.  I  will  delight 
myfelf  in  thy  ftatutes:  I  will  not  forget  thy  word. 

Deal  bountifully^with  thy  fervant,  that  I  may  live,  and 
keep  thy  word.  Open  thou  mine  eyes,  that  I  may  behold 
wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law.  I  am  a  ftranger  in  the 
earth :  hide  not  thy  commandments  from  me.  My  foul 
breaketh  for  the  longing  that  it  hath  unto  thy  judgments  at 
all  times.  Thou  haft  rebuked  the  proud  that  are  curled, 
which  do  err  from  thy  commandments.  Remove  frond 
reproach  and  contempt:  for  I  have  kept  thy  teftimo:: 
Princes  alfo  did  fit  and  fpeak  againft  me:  but  thy  fervant  did 
meditate  in  thy  ftatutes.  Thy  teftimonies  alfo  are  my  de- 
light and  my  counfellors. 

My  foul  cleaveth  unto  the  duft  :  quicken  thou  me  accord- 
ing to  thy  word.  I  have  declared  my  ways,  and  thou  heard  eft: 
me  :  teach  me  thy  ftatutes.  Make  me  to  underftand  the  way 
of  thy  precepts :  fo  (hall  I  talk  of  thy  wondrous  works.  My 
foul  melteth  for  heavinefs :  ftrengthen  thou  me  according 
unto  thy  word.  Remove  from  me  the  way  of  lying,  and 
grant  me  thy  law  gracioufly.  I  have  chofen  the  way  of 
truth  :    thy  judgments  have  I  laid  before  me.     I  have  ft  tick 

unto 
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unto  thy  teftimonies:  OLord,  put  mc  not  to  (name.  I  will 
run  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  when  thou  fhalt  enlarge 
my  heart. 

Teach  me,  O  Lord,  the  way  of  thy  ftatutes,  and  I  mall 
keep  it  unto  the  end.     Gi  ling,  and  I   11:  ill 

keep  thy  law  ;  yea,  I  fhall  obferve  it  with  my  whole  heart. 
Make  me  to'go  in  the  path  of  thy  commandments :  for  there- 
to do  I  delight.  Incline  my  heart  unto  thy  teftimonies,  :,nd 
not  to  covetouihefs.  Turn  away  mine  eyes  from  beholding 
vanity;  and  quicken  thou  nie  in  thy  way.  Stablifh  thy 
word  unto  thy  iervant,  who  is  devoted  to  thy  fear.  Turn 
away  my  reproach  which  I  fear :  for  thy  judgments  are  good. 
Behold,  I  have  longed  after  thy  precepts :  quicken  me  in  thy 
righteoufnefs. 

Let  thy  mercies  come  alio  unto  me,  O  Lord,  even  thy 
falvation,  according  to  thy  word.  So  fhall  I  have  where- 
with to  an'wer  him  that  reproacheth  me:  for  I  truft  in  thy 
word.  And  take  not  the  word  of  truth  utterly  out  of  my 
mouth  ;  for  1  have  hoped  in  thy  judgments.  So  fhall  I  keep 
thy  law  continually  ;  for  ever  and  ever.  And  I  will  walk  at 
i  ty  :  for  I  feck  thy  precepts.  I  will  fpeak  of  thy  tefti- 
,'Jio  before  king-.,  and  will  not  be  aflnmcd.  And  I 
will  delight  myfelf  in  thy  commandments,  which  1  have  lov- 
ed. My  hands  alfo  will  I  lift  up  unto  thy  commandments, 
which  I  have  loved  ;  and  I  will  meditate  in  thy  I 

Remember  thy  word  unto  thy  ftrvint,  upon  which  thou 

.'  can  fed  me  to  hope.  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  affliction  : 
thy  word  hath  quickened  me.  .  The  proud  hive  had  me 
greatly  in  dcrifion  :  yet  have  I  not  declined  from  thy  law. 
Z  remembered  thy  judgments  of  old,  OLord,  and  have  com- 
forted myfelf.  Horror  hath  taken  hold  upon  me,  becaufe  of 
the  wicked  that  lorlake  thy  law.  Thy  ftatutes  have  been  my 
iongs  in  the  houfe  of  my  pilgrimage.     I  have  remembered 

name,  O  Lord,  in  the  night,  and  have  kept  thy  1 
This  I  had,  becaufe  I  kept  thy  precepts. 

Thou  art  my  portion,  O  Lord  :  I  have  faid  that  I  would 
keep  thy  words :  I  intreated  thy  favour  with  my  whole  heart : 
be  merciful  unto  me  according  to  thy  word.  I  thought  on 
my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  unto  thy  teftimonies.  1  made 
hafie,  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments.  The 
huuis  of  the  wicked  have  robbed  me:  but  I  have  not  lorgot- 
thy  law.  At  midnight  I  will  rife  to  give  thanks  unto 
ife  of  thy  righteous  judgments.     I  am  a  com- 

lionOfall  them  »r  thee*  and  of  them  that  keep  thy 

precepts.. 
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precepts.     The  earth,  O  Lord,  is  full  of  thy  mercy  :  tcaxh 
me  thy  flatutes. 

Thou  haft  dealt  well  with  thy  iervant,  O  Lord,  according 
unto  thy  word.  Teach  me  good  judgment  and  knowledge :  for 
I  have  believed  thy  commandments.  Before  I  was  afflicted, 
I  went  aftray  :  but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word.  Thou  art 
Tood,  and  doeft  good  ;  teach  me  thy  ftatutes.  The  proud 
have  forged  a  lie  againft  me:  but  I  will  keep  thy  precepts 
with  my  Whole  heart.  Their  heart  is  as  fat  as  greafe  :  but  I 
delight  in  thy  law.  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  af- 
nifted :  that  I  might  learn  thy  ftatutes.  The  law  of  thy 
mouth  is  better  unto  me  than  thoufahds  of  gold  and  filver. 

Thy  hands  have  made  me  and  fafhioned  me :  give  me  un- 
ci '.(landing,  that  1  may  learn  thy  commandments.  They 
that  fear  thee,  will  be  glad  when  they  fee  me ;  becaufe  I 
have  hoped  in  thy  word.  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judg- 
ments are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulnefs  haft  airlifted  me. 
Let,  I  pray  thee,  thy  merciful  kindnefs  be  for  my  comfort, 
according  to  thy  word  unto  thy  fervant.  Let  thy  tender 
mercies  come  unto  me,  that  I  may  live:  for  thy  law  is  my 
delight.  Let  the  proud  be  afhamed :  for  they  dealt  perverily 
with  me  without  a  caufe:  but  I  will  meditate  in  thy  precepts. 
Let  thofe  that  fear  thee  turn  unto  me,  and  thofe  that  have 
known  thy  teftimonies.  Let  my  heart  be  found  in  thy  fta- 
tutes ;  that  1  be  not  afhamed. 

My  foul  fainteth  for  thy  falvation;  but  I  hope  in  thy 
word.  Mine  eyes  fail  fur  thy  word,  faying,  When  wilt  thou 
comfort  me?  For  lain  become  like  a  bottle  in  the  fmoke:  yet 
do  I  not  forget  thy  ftatutes.  How  many  are  the  d;iys  of  thy 
mtV  when  wilt  thou  execute  judgment  on  them  that 
perfecute  meV  The  proud  have  digged  pits  for  me  which  are 
not  after  thy  law.  All  thy  commandments  are  faithful : 
they  perfecute  me  wrongfully;  help  thou  me.  They  had 
almoft  couiumed  me  upon  earth:  but  I  foribok  not  thy  pre- 
cepts. Quicken  me  after  thy  loving  kindnefs-;  fo  fhall  I 
keep  the  teftimony  oi  thy  mouth. 

Forever,  O  Lord,  »rd  is  fettled  in  heaven.     Thy 

faithfulnefs  is  unto  all  generations:  thou  haft  eftablilhe'd 
the  earth,  and  it  abideth.  They  continue  this  day  accord- 
ing to  thine  ordinances:  for  all  are  thy  fervants.  Unlefc 
thy  law  had  been  my  delights,  I  fhould  then  have  penlhcd 
in  mine  affli&ion.  1  will  never  forget  thy  precepts:  for  vyith 
them  thou  haft  quickened  me.  I  am  thine,  fave  me  :  for  I 
have  fought  thy  precepts.  The  wicked  have  waited  fo: 
to  deftroy  me  :    but  I  will  confider  thy  teftimonies.     I  I 
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feen  an  end  of  all  perfe&ion :  but  thy  commandment  is  ex- 
ceeding broad. 

0  how  love  I  thy  law  I  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day. 
Thou  through  thy  commandments  haft  made  me  wifer  than 
mine  enemies;  lor  they  are  ever  with  me.  I  have  more  un- 
derftanding  than  all  my  teachers:  for  thy  teftimonies  are  my 
meditation.  I  underftand  more  than  the  ancients,  becaule 
I  keep  thy  precepts.  I  have  refrained  my  feet  from  every 
evil  way,  that  I  might  keep  thy  word.  I  have  not  departed 
from  thy  judgments :  for  thou  haft  taught  me.  How  fweet 
are  thy  words  unto  my  tafte  !  yea,  fweeter  than  honey  to  my 
mouth  !  Through  thy  precepts  I  get  underftanding:  there- 
fore I  hate  every  falfe  way. 

Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my 
path.  I  have  fworn,  and  I  will  perform  it,  that  I  will  keep 
thy  righteous  judgments.  I  am  afflicted  very  much  :  quick- 
en me,  O  Lord,  according  unto  thy  word.  Accept,  I  be- 
feech  thee,  the  free-will-offerings  of  my  mouth,  O  Lord,  and 
teach  me  thy  judgments.  My  foul  is  continually  in  my 
hand  ;  yet  do  I  not  forget  thy  law.  The  wicked  have  laid 
a  fnare  for  me  :  yet  I  erred  not  from  thy  precepts.  Thy  tel- 
timonies  have  I  taken  as  an  heritage  for  ever :  for  they  are 
the  rejoicing  of  my  heart.  I  have  inclined  mine  heart  to  per- 
form thy  ftatutes  alway,  even  unto  the  end. 

1  hate  vain  thoughts :  but  thy  law  do  I  love.  Thou  art 
my  hiding-place  and  my  fhield:  I  hope  in  thy  word.  De- 
part from  me  ye  evil  doers :  for  I  will  keep  the  command- 
ments of  my  God.  Uphold  me  according  unto  thy  word, 
that  I  may  live:  and  let  me  not  be  afhamed  of  my  hope. 
Hold  thou  me  up,  and  I  fh all  be  fafe  :  and  I  will  have  re- 
fpe6t  unto  thy  ftatutes  continually.  Thou  haft  trodden 
ciown  all  them  that  err  from  thy  ftatutes :    for  their  deceit  is 

hood.  Thou  putteft  away  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth 
like  clrols :  therefore  I  love  thy  teftimonies.  My  flefh  trem- 
bieth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  1  am  afraid  of  thy  judgments. 

I  have  done  judgment  and  juftice  ;  leave  me  not  to  mine 
oppreffors.     Be  furety  for  thy  fervant  for  good :  let  not  the 
proud  opprefs  me.     Mine  eyes  fail  for  thy  ialvation,  and  for 
the  word  of  thy  righteoufnefs.     Deal  with  thy  fervant  ac- 
cording unto  thy  mercy,  aud  teach  me  thy  ftatutes.     lam 
fervant  :    give  me  underftanding,  that  I  may  know  thy 
•  monies.     It  is  time  for  thee,  Lord,  to  work:    for  they 
have  made  void  thy  law.     Therefore  I  love  thy  command- 
is  above  gold  :  yea,  above  fine  gold.    Therefore  I  efteem 

all 
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all  thy  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be  right :  and  I  hate 
every  falfe  way. 

Thy  teftimonies  are  wonderful :  therefore  doth  my  foul 
keep  them.  The  entrance  of  thy  words  giyeth  light ;  it  giv- 
eth  underlhnding  unto  the  fimple.  I  opened  my  mouth, 
and  panted :  for  I  longed  for  thy  commandments.  Look 
thou  upon  me,  and  be  merciful  unto  me,  as  thou  ufeft  to 
do  unto  thofe  that  love  thy  name.  Order  my  Reps  in  thy 
word  :  and  let  not  any  iniquity  have  dominion  over  me. 
Deliver  me  from  the  oppreflion  of  man :  fo  will  I  keep  thv 
precepts.  Make  thy  face  to  fhine  upon  thy  fervant :  anci 
teach  me  thy  ftatutes.  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  mine 
eyes :  becaufe  they  keep  not  thy  law. 

Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  and  upright  are  thy  judg- 
ments. Thy  teftimonies  that  thou  haft  commanded  are 
righteous  and  very  faithful.  My  zeal  hath  confumed  me  : 
becaufe  mine  enemies  have  forgotten  thy  words.  Thy  word 
is  very  pure:  therefore  thy  fervant  loveth  it.  lam  fmall 
and  defpifed  :  yet  do  not  I  forget  thy  precepts.  Thy  righ- 
teouihefs  is  an  everlafting  righteoufnels,  and  thy  law  is  the 
truth.  Trouble  and  anguifh  have  taken  hold  on  me  :  yet 
thy  commandments  are  my  delights.  Th  erighteoufnefs  of 
thy  teftimonies  is  everlafting :  give  me  underftanding,  and  I 
mall  live. 

I  cried  with  my  whole  heart ;  hear  me,  O  Lord  :  I  will 
keep  thy  ftatutes.  I  cried  unto  thee :  fave  me,  and  I  (hall 
keep  thy  teftimonies.  I  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  morn- 
ing, and  cried:  I  hoped  in  thy  word.  Mine  eyes  prevent- 
ed the  night  watches,  that  I  might  meditate  in  thy  word. 
Hear  my  voice  according  unto  thy  loving  kindnefs :  O  Lord, 
quicken  me  according  to  thy  judgment.  They  draw  nigh 
that  follow  after  mifchief :  they  are  far  from  thy  law.  Thou 
art  near,  OLord;  and  all  thy  commandments  are  truth. 
Concerning  thy  teftimonies  I  have  known  of  old,  that  thou 
haft  founded  them  for  ever. 

Confider  mine  affliction,  and  deliver  me?  for  I  do  not  for- 
get thy  law.  Plead  my  caufe,  and  deliver  me  :  quicken  me 
according  to  thy  word.  Salvation  is- far  from  the  wicked  : 
for  they  feek  not  thy  ftatutes.  Great  are  thy  tender  mer- 
cies, O  Lord :  quicken  me  according  to  thy  judgments. 
Many  are  my  perlecutors,  and  mine  enemies ;  yet  do  I  not 
decline  from  thy  teftimonies.  I  beheld  the  tranfgrefTors, 
and  was  grieved  ;  becaufe  they  kept  not  thy  word.  Confi- 
der how  I  love  thy  precepts:  quicken  me,  O  Lord,  accord- 
ing to  thy  loving  kindnefs.     Thy  word  is  true  from  the 

beginn: 
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beginning:  and  every  one  of  thy  righteous  judgments  en- 
dureth  for  ever. 

Princes  have  per  (ecuted  me  with  pu1  a  <  mfe:  butmyl 
ftandeth  in  awe  of  thy  word.     I  rejoice  at  thy  word 
that  findeth  great  fpoil.     I  hate  and  abhor  lying;  but  thy 
Jaw  do  I  love.     Seven  times  a  day  do  I  praife  thee:  becaule 
of  thy  righteous  in  •     Great  peace  have  they  which 

love  thy  iaw  :  and  nothing  (hall  offend  them.  Lord,  1 1)  ive 
hoped  for  thy  falvation,  and  done  thy  commandments.  My 
foul  hath  kept  thy  teftimonies  :  and  I  love  them  exceeding- 
ly. 1  have  kept  thy  precepts  and  thy  teftimonies :  for  all 
my  ways  are  belore  thee. 

Let  my  cry  come  near  before  thee,  O  Lord :  give  me  un- 
derfhnding  according  to  thy  word.  Let  my  ^application 
come  before  thee:  deliver  me  according  to  thy  word.  My 
lips  (hall  utter  praife,  when  thou  haft  taught  me  thy  ftdtutes. 
My  tongue  fhall  fpeak  of  thy  word:  far  all  thy  command- 
ments are  righteoufnefs.  Let  thine  hand  help  me:  for  I 
hate  chofen  thy  precepts.  I  have  longed  for  thy  falvation, 
O  Lord  ;  and  thy  law  is  my  delight.  Let  my  foul  live,  and 
it  (hall  praife  thee  ;  and  let  thy  judgments  help  me.  I  have 
gone  aftray  like  a  loft  fheep :  feek  thy  fervant :  for  I  do  not 
torget  thy  commandments.  Pfalm  liy. 


The  vanity  of  human  life. 

David,  being  ckaftifed  by  Jicinefs  for  his  fas,  forbore  to.  complain 

before  the  widrd  man,    left  he  Jhould  give  him  any 

a^ainfl  him.     At  length  he  breakefh  out  ■  !  prayer  to 

God,   that  he  would  teach  him  to  />.,v  t§  heart  thej 

■  aid  the  vanity  of  all  worldly  thin  eth  of  the 

/./,/,    to  pardon  hJis  Jins  and  to 

I  said,   I  will  take  heed  to  my  Ways,  that  I  fin  hot  with 
my  tongue:  I  will  keep  my  mouth  v  idle,  while  the 

u  is  before  me.     I  was  dumb  with  lilertce,  I  held  my 
,  even  from  goo^l  ;  and  my  ibrrov  red.     My 

was  hot  within  me,  while  1  was  mu  fire  burn- 

ed; then  fpoke  1  with  my  tongue;  Lord,  make  me  to  know 
mine  end,  and  the  mfiaiure  of  myi  it  it  is;  that  I 

fi   M  I  am.     Behold,  thou  haft  made  mydavs 
h  uad«l  readth  :  ami  min  s  nothing  before  I 

I  his  bed  (iaU  i  .    Selah. 

t!i    in   a   vain    fh(     ;    furdy  tm 

difquieted 
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difquieted  in  vain :  he  heapeth  up  riches,  and  knoweth  not, 
who  (hall  gather  them.  And  now,  Lord,  what  wait  I  for? 
my  hope  is  in  thee.  Deliver  me  from  all  my  tranfgreftions : 
make  me  not  the  reproach  of  the  foolilh.  I  was  dumb,  I 
opened  not  my  mouth  ;  becaufe  thou  didll  it.  Remove  thy 
ftroke  away  from  me:  I  am  confumed  by  the  blow  of  thine 
hand.  When  thou  with  rebukes  dofl  correal  man  for  ini- 
quity, thou  makeft  his  beauty  to  confume  away  like  a  moth  : 
furely  every  man  is  vanity.  Selah.  Hear  my  prayer,  O 
Lord,  and  give  ear  unto  my  cry:  hold  not  thy  peace  at  my 
tears  :  for  I  am  a  ftranger  with  thee,  and  a  fojourner,  as  ali 
my  fathers  were.  O  fpare  me,  that  I  may  recover  ftrength, 
before  I  go  hence,  and  be  no  more.  Pfalm  39. 

The  prophet  addrejfeth  thispfalm  tothe  rich  and  the  poor.  Tothcrid, 
who  confde  and  glory  in  their  wealth,  he  give th  a  fever c  leclure 
on  the  unproftablenefs  of  it ;  that  it  can  neither  fave  them  from 
death,  nor  defcend  along  zvith  them  to  the  grave.  To  the  poor 
he  fjggefteth  a  word  of  comfort  in  the  day  of  adverfity ;  that  fee- 
ing this  is  the  cafe  with  the  rick,  they  are  neither  to  j car  nor  envy 
them ;  but  to  repofe  their  trufl  in  God  alone. 

HEAR   this,  all  ye  people:    give   ear,    all" ye  inhabi- 
tants of  the  world :  both  low  and  high,  rich  and  poor  to- 
gether.    My  mouth  fhall  fpeak  of  wiidom,  and  the  medita- 
tion of  my  heart  fhall  be  of  underftanding.     I  will  incline 
mine  ear  to  a  parable:  I  will  open  my  dark  faying  upon  the 
harp.    Wherefore  fhould  I  fear  in  the  days  of  evil,  when  the 
iniquity  of  my  heels  fhall  compafs  me  about  ?  They  that  truft 
in  their  wealth,  and  boaft  themfelves  in  the  multitude  of 
their  riches;  none  of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem  his 
brother,  nor  give  to  God  a  ranfom  for  him  :  (for  the  redemp- 
tion of  their  foul  is  precious,  and  it  ceafeth  for  ever  :)  that 
he  fhould  ftill  live  for  ever,  and  not  fee  corruption.     For  he 
feeth  that  wife  men  die,  likewife  the  fool  and  the  brutiih 
peribn  perifh,  and  leave  their  wealth  to  others.     Their  in- 
ward thought  is,  that  their  houfes  fhall  continue  for  ever, 
and  their  dwelling  places  to  all  generations  :  they  call  their 
lands  after  their  own  names.     Neverthelefs,  man  being  in 
honour  abideth  not :  he  is  like  the  beafts  that  perifh.    This 
their  way  is  their  folly :  yet  their  pofterity  approve  their 
faying.  Selah.     Like  iheep  they  are  laid  in  the  grave :  death 
fhall  feed  on  them ;  and  the  upright  fhall  have  dominion 
over  them  in  the  morning,  and  their  beauty  fhall  confume 
in  the  grave  from  their  dwelling.     But  God  will  redeem  my 
foul  from  the  power  of  the  grave  :    for  he  (hall  receive  me. 
Vol.  III.  O  Sclah. 
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Selah.  Be  not  thou  afraid  when  one  is  made  vich,  when 
the  glory  of  his  houfe  is  encreafed  ;  for  when  he  dieth,  he 
(hall  carry  nothing  away  :  his  glory  (hall  not  defcend  after 
him.  Though  while  he  lived,  he  bleffed  his  foul :  and  men 
will  praife  thee,  when  thou  doeft  well  to  thyfelf.  He  (hall 
go  to  the  generation  of  his  fathers,  they  (hall  never  fee  light. 
Man  that  is  in  honour,  and  underftandeth  not,  is  like  the 
beads  that  perifh.  Pfalm  49. 

Mofes  offers  up  a  prayer  for  the  lfraelUeswho  were  condemned  to  diain 
the  wildernefs  for  their  difobedience  to  God,  when  he  ordered  them  to 
go  up  and  take  pojfejfwn  of  the  land  of  Canaan.  Mofes  beggeth  of 
Goa  that  he  zviuld  reverfe  the  fentence  by  which  he  had  Jhortcned 
their  lives  tofeuentyor  eighty  years,  and  fuffer  them  to  live  to  the 
then  tifual  ■period  of  human  life ;  that  he  would  give  them  grace 
to  lay  his  corrections  to  heart,  and  at  length  take  them  into  favour ; 
that  he  would  condufl  them  into  the  promifed  land,  and  proffer 
their  arms  in  taking  pojfejfion  of  it. 

LORD,  thou  haft  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  genera- 
tions.    Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth,  or  ever 
thou  hadft  formed  the  earth  and  the  world  :  even  from  ever- 
lafting  to  everlafting,  thou  art  God.     Thou  turnefl  man  to 
deftru&ion  :  and  fayeft,  Return,  ye  children  of  men.     For 
a  thoufand  years  in  thy  fight  are  but  as  yefterday  when  it  is 
paft,  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night.     Thou  carrieft  them  away 
as  with  a  flood,  they  are  as  afleep  :  in  the  morning  they  are 
like  grafs  which  groweth  up.     In  the  morning  it  fiouiifheth, 
and   groweth  up ;  in  the  evening  it  is  cut  down  and  wi- 
thereth.     For  we  are  con  fumed  by  thine  anger,  and  by  thy 
wrath  are  we  troubled.     Thou  haft  let  our  iniquities  before 
thee,  our  fecret  fins  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.     For 
all  our  days  are  patted  away  in  thy  wrath :  we  fpend  our 
years  as  a  tale  that  is  told.     The  days  of  our  years  are  three - 
icore  years  and  ten  ;  and  if  by  reafon  of  ftrength  they  "be  four- 
fcore  years,  yet  is  their  ftrength  labour  and  i'orrow:  for  it  is 
foon  cut  off  and  we  fiy  away.     Who  knoweth  the  power  of 
thine  anger?  even  according  to  thy  fear,   fo  is  thy  wrath. 
So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our 
hearts  unto  wifdom.     Return,  O  Lord,  how  long?  and  let 
it  repent  thee   concerning  thy  fervants.     O  fatisty  us  early 
with  thy  mercy ;  that  we  may  rejoice  and  be  glad  all  our 
days.     Make  us  glad  according  to   the  days   wherein  thou 
haft  afflicted  us,  and  the  years  wherein  we  have  l'een  evil. 
Let  thy  work  appear  unto  thy  fervants,  and  thy  glory  unto 
their  children.     And  let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God 

be 
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be  upon  us  :  and  eftablifli  thou  the  work  of  our  hands  upon 
us:  yea,  the  work  of  our  hands,  eftablifh  thou  it.   Pfalm  90. 


Advice  to   Magiflrates. 

Afaph  reproveth,  in  the  name  of  God,  the  magiflrates  and  judges  of 
his  time  for  their  partiality  and  injuflice;  and  threatencth  to  de- 
grade and  punijk  them,  if  they  did  not  att  up  to  the  high  charac- 
ter God  had  given  them,  of  being  his  vice-gerents  on  earth. 

GOD  uandeth  in  the  congregation  of  the  mighty :  he 
judgeth  among  the  gods.  How  long  will  ye  judge  unjufily, 
and  accept  the  perfons  of  the  wicked  ?  Selah.  Defend  the 
poor  and  fatherlefs :  do  juftice  to  the  afHi£ted  and  needy : 
deliver  the  poor  and  needy :  rid  them  out  of  the  hand  of 
the  wicked.  They  know  not,  neither  will  they  under- 
ftand :  they  walk  on  in  darknefs :  all  the  foundations  of 
the  earth  are  out  of  courfe.  I  have  faid,  Ye  are  Gods  :  and 
all  of  you  are  children  of  the  mod  High.  But  ye  (hall  die 
like  men,  and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes.  Arife,  O  God, 
judge  the  earth  :    for  thou  (halt  inherit  all  nations. 

Pfalm  82. 

David  refolves  to  govern  his  court  and  his  kingdom  with  integrity ; 

more  particularly,  tojhew  favour  to  the  upright,  and  to  execute 

juflice  on  the  wicked. 

I  will  ling  of  mercy  and  judgment:  unto  thee,  O  Lord, 
will  I  ling.  I  will  behave  myfelf  wifely  in  a  perfect  way  ; 
O  when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?  I  will  walk  within  my 
houfe  with  a  perfect  heart.  I  will  fet  no  wicked  thing  be- 
fore mine  eyes  :  I  hate  the  work  of  them  that  turn  afide,  it 
fhall  not  cleave  to  me.  A  froward  heart  (hall  depart  from 
me:  I  will  not  know  a  wicked  perfon.  Wholo  privily 
flandereth  his  neighbour,  him  will  I  cut  off:  him  that  hath 
an  high  look,  and  a  proud  heart,  will  not  I  fuffer.  Mine  eyes 
fhall  be  upon  the  faithful  of  the  land,  that  they  may  dwell 
with  me :  he  that  walketh  in  a  perfect  way,  he  fhall  ferve 
me.  He  that  worketh  deceit  (hall  not  dwell  within  my 
houfe :  he  that  telleth  lies,  {hall  not  tarry  in  my  fight.  I 
will  early  defhoy  all  the  wicked  of  the  land  :  that  I  may 
cut  off  ail  wicked  doers  from  the  city  of  the  Lord. 

Pfalm  ioi» 
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The  virtue  of  Humility. 

David  f  rote  jleth,  that  he  had  not  entertained  proud  thoughts,  nor 
affected  high  things  for  himfelf,  but  had  always  Jludicd  to  live  in 
humility  and  fubmijfion  to  divine  Providence. 

LORD,  my  heart  is  not  haughty,  nor  mine  eyes  lofty  : 
neither  do  I  exercife  myfelf  in  great  matters,  or  in  things 
too  high  for  me.  Surely  I  have  behaved  and  quieted  my- 
felf as  a  child  that  is  weaned  of  his  mother:  my  foul  is  even 
as  a  weaned  child:  Let  Ifrael  hope  in  the  Lord,  from 
henceforth  and  for  ever.  Pfalm  131. 


PROPHETICAL    PSALMS. 

David  expreffeth  his  confidence,  that  the  attempts  of  kings  and 
people  tofhake  off  his  yoke  would  be  in  vain  ;  declareth  to  them 
the  will  of  Jehovah,  who  had  anointed  him  king;  and  exhorteth 
them  to  fubmit  to  it,  lejl  they Jhould  expofe  themfelves  to  his  jujl 
vengeance. — 'This  pfalm  is  alfo  prophetical f  and  relatcth  to  the 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl. 

WHY  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a 
vain  thing?  The  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves,  and  the 
rulers  take  counfel  together,  againft  the  Lord,  and  againfl 
his  anointed,  faying,  Let  us  break  their  bands  afunder,  and 
caft  away  their  cords  from  us.  He  that  (itteth  in  the  hea- 
vens fhall  laugh :  the  Lord  (hall  have  them  in  derifion. 
Then  fhall  he  fpeak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them 
in  his  fore  difpleafure.  Yet  have  I  fet  my  king  upon  my 
holy  hill  of  Zion.  I  will  declare  the  decree :  the  Lord  hath 
laid  unto  ine,  Thou  art  my  fon,  this  day  have  I  begotten 
thee.  Afk  of  me,  and  I  (hall  give  thee  the  heathen  for 
thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermofl  parts  of  the  earth  for 
thy  pofTeflion.  Thou  (halt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron, 
thou  (halt  dafh  them  in  pieces  like  a  potter's  veffel.  Be 
wile  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings :  be  inftru&ed,  ye  judges  of 
the  earth.  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trem- 
bling. Kifs  the  fon,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifh  from 
the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little:  bleded  are 
all  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him.  Pfalm  2. 

David 
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David  imploreth  the  divine  protection,  feeing  he  abhorred  idolatry, 
and  made  the  Lord  his  portion.  He  is  then  filed  with  confidence 
that  God  will  not  fujfer  him  to  perijli  immaturely,  like  thofe  who 
pratlifed  idolatry  ;  but  will  lead  him  in  the  path  of  his  command- 
ments, and  fatisfy  him  with  the  joy  of  his  countenance. 

PRESERVE  me,  O  God:  for  in  thee  do   I  put  my 
truft.     O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art 
my  lord:  my  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  thee:  but  to  the 
faints  that  are  in  the  earth,  and  to  the  excellent,  in  whom 
is  all  my  delight.     Their  forrows  fhall  be  multiplied,  that 
haften  after  another  God :  their  drink  offerings   of  blood 
will  I  not  offer,  nor  take  up   their  names  into  my  lips. 
The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my 
cup :  thou   maintained  my  lot.     The  lines  are  fallen  unto 
me  in  pleafant  places ;  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage.     I 
will  blels  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me  counfel:  my  reins 
alfo  inftruft  me  in  the  night  ieafons.   I  have  fet  the  Lord 
always  before  me :  becaufe  he  is  at  my  right  hand,  I  fhall 
not  be  moved.     Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory 
rejoiceth  :  my  flefh  alfo  fhall  reft  in  hope.     For  thou  wilt 
not  leave  my  foul  in  hell ;  neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thine 
holy  One  to  fee  corruption.     Thou  wilt  fhew  me  the  path 
of  life  :  in  thy  prefence  is  fullnefs  of  joy,  at  thy  right  hand 
there  are  pleafures  for  evermore.  Pfalm  16. 

David  complaineth  that  God  had  abandoned  him  to  the  violence 
of  his  ajfliilions  and  the  fury  of  his  enemies;  defcribeth  the  wretch- 
ed (late  he  was  reduced  to  ;  and  befeecheth  God  to  come  to  his 
alfijlance.  He  then  promifeth  that  he  will  publickly  commemorate 
God's  deliverance  of  him,  and  that  not  only  the  Ifraelites  fhall  join 
K'ith  him  in  his  praifes,  but  all  the  nations,  hearing  of  this  ail  of 
goodnefs,  jha'tl  be  induced  by  it  to  return  to  his  ivor/hip  and  become 
his  people.  This  pfalm  is  alfo  prophetical,  and  relateth  more  efpe- 
cially  to  the  fujferings  and  kingdom  of  Mejftah. 

MY  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfakenme?  why 
art  thou  fo  far  from  helping  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my 
roaring?  O  my  God,  1  cry  in  the  day  time,  but  thou 
heareft  not ;  and  in  the  night  feafon,  and  am  not  filent. 
But  thou  art  holy,  O  thou  that  inhabiteft  the  praifes  of  If- 
rael.  Our  fathers  trufted  in  thee  :  they  trufted,  and  thou 
didft  deliver  them.  They  cried  unto  thee,  and  were  deli- 
vered: they  trufted  in  thee,  and  were  not  confounded.  But 
I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man  ;  a  reproach  of  men,  and  defpifed 
of  the  people.     All  they  that  fee  me,  hugh  me  to  fcorn : 
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they  fhoot  out  the  lip,  they  fhake  the  head,  faying,  He 
trufted   on    the    Lord,    that  he    would  deliver    him  :    let 
him  deliver  him,  feeing  he  delighted  in  him.     But  thou  art 
he  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb  ;  thou  didfl  make  me  hope, 
when  I  was   upon  my  mother's  breafts.     I  was  caft  upon 
thee  from  the  womb:  thou  art  my  God  from  my  mother's 
belly.     Be  not  far  from  me,  for  trouble  is  near  ;  for  there  is 
none  to  help.     Many  bulls  have  compafTed  me  :  ftrong  bulls 
of  Bafhan  have   belet   me   round.     They  gaped  upon  me 
with  their  mouths,  as  a  ravening  and  a  roaring  lion.     I  am 
poured  out  like  water,  and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint : 
my  heart  is  like  wax,  it  is  melted  in  the  midft  of  my  bowels. 
My  ftrength  is  dried  up  like  a  potfherd  :  and   my  tongue 
cleaveth  to  my  jaws:  and  thou  haft  brought   me  into  the 
duft  of  death.     For  dogs  have  conmpaffed  me,  the  alfembly 
of  the  wicked  have  inclofed  me :  they  pierced  my  hands  and 
my  feet.     I  may  tell  all  my  bones!  they  look  and  ftare 
upon  me.     They  part  my  garments  among  them,  and  caft 
Jots  upon  my  vefture.     But  be  not   thou  far  from  me,  O 
Lord;  O  my  ftrength,  hafte  thee  to  help  me.     Deliver  my 
foul  from  the   fword  :  my  darling  from  the  power  of  the 
dog.     Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth  :  for  thou  haft  heard 
me  from  the  horns  of  the  unicorns.     I  will  declare  thy  name 
unto  my  brethren  ;  in  the  midft  of  the  congregation  will  I 
praife  thee.     Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praife  him ;  all  ye  the 
feed  of  Jacob,  glorify  him  ;  and  fear  him,  all  ye  the  feed  of 
Ifrael.     For  he  hath  not  defpifed  nor  abhorred  the  affliction 
of  the  afflicted  :  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him,  but 
when  he  cried  unto  him,  he  heard.     My  praife  (hall  be  of 
thee  in  the  great  congregation  :  I  will  pay  my  vows  before 
them  that  fear  him.     The  meek  (hall  eat,  and  be  fatisfied  : 
they  fhall  praife  the  Lord  that  feek  him;  your  heart  lhall 
live  for  ever.     All  the  tenia  of  ihe  world  (hall  remember  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord  :  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations 
(haJI  worfhip  before  thee.     For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's  : 
ai5&  he  is  the  governor  among  the  nations.     All  they  that 
be  fat  upon  earth,  fhall  eat  and  worfhip:  all  they  that  go 
clown  to  the  duft,  {"hall  bow  before  him,  and  hone  can  keep 
alive  his  own  foul.     A  feed  fhall  ferve  him,  it  (hall  be  ac- 
counted to  the  Lord  for  a  generation.   They  fhall  come,  and 
fhall  declare  his  righteoufnefs  unto  a  people  that   fhall  be 
fcorn,  that  he  hath  done  this.  Pfalm  22. 
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David  praifeth  God  for  the  deliverances  and  favours  he  had  received 
from  his  goodnefs,  devoteth  himfelf  to  his  fcrvice,  and  acknoio- 
ledgctk  that  by  fiibmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  rather  than  by  fu- 
crifces,  he  hoped  to  be  accepted.  He  then  declare' h,  he  had  not 
zvithheld  his  lips  from  publifhing  his  righteoufnefs,  and  beggethof 
God  not  to  withhold  his  mercy,  but  to  ajjijl  him  in  his  dan  <yjv, 
and  deliver  him  from  his  enemies. 

I  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord  :  and  he  inclined  unto 
me,  and  heard  my  cry.     He  brought  me  up  alfo  out  of  an 
horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  fet  my  feet  upon  a 
rock,  and  eftablifhed  my  goings.     And  he  hath  put  a  new 
fong  in  my  mouth,  even  praife  unto  our  God  :  many  fnall 
fee  it,  and  fear,  and  lhall  truft  in  the  Lord.     Blelfed  is  that 
man  that  maketh  the  Lord  his  truft  ;  and  refpecleth  not  the 
proud,  nor  fuch  as  turn  afide  to  lies.     Many,  O  Lord  my 
God,  are  thy  wonderful  works  which  thou  haft  done,  and 
thy  thoughts,  which  are  to  us-ward:  they  cannot  be  reckon- 
ed up  in  order  unto  thee:  if  I  would  declare  and  fpeak  of 
them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered.     Sacrifice  and 
offering  thou  didft  not  defire  ;  mine  ears  haft  thou  opened  : 
burnt-offering  and  fin-offering  haft  thou  not  required.  Then 
faid  I,  Lo,  I  come  :  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written 
of  me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God:  yea,  thy  law 
is  within  my  heart.     I  have  preached  righteoufnefs  in  the 
great   congregation  :    lo,   I  have  not  refrained  my  lips  ;  O 
Lord,  thou  knoweft.    I  have  not  hid  thy  righteoufnefs  with- 
in my  heart :  I  have  declared  thy  faithfulneis  and  thy  falva- 
tion  ;  I  have   not  concealed  thy  loving  kindnefs  and  thy 
truth  from  the  great  congregation.     Withhold  not  thou  thy 
tender  mercies  from  me,  O  Lord :  let  thy  loving-kindnef's 
and  thy  truth  continually  preferve  me.     For  innumerable 
evils  have  compaffed  me  about :  mine  iniquities  have  taken 
hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able  to  look  up  :  they  are 
more  than  the  hairs  of  minehead  :  therefore  my  heart  faileth 
me.     Be  pleafed,    O  Lord,  to  deliver  me :  O  Lord,  make 
hafte  to  help  me.     Let  them  be  afhamed  and  confounded 
together  that  feek  after  my  foul  to  deftroy  it :  let  them  be 
driven  backward  and  put  to  fhame  that  wifh  me  evil.     Let 
them  be  defolate  for  a  reward  of  their  (hame,  that  fay  unto 
me,  Aha,  aha.     Let  all  thofe  that  feek  thee  rejoice  and  be 
glad  in  thee:  let  fuch  as  love  thy  falvation  fay  continually, 
The  Lord  be  magnified.     But  1  am  poor  and  needy ;  yet  the 
Lord  thinketh  upon  me  :  thou  art  my  help  and  my  deliverer; 
make  no  tarrying,  O  my  God,  Pfalm  40. 

A  nuptial 
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A  nuptial  fong  on  the  marriage  of  one  of  the  Kings  oflj'rael,  pro- 
(ably  of  Solomon  ;  containing  a  defcription  of  the  glory  and  mag- 
nificence of  that  prince  and  his  confort. — This  pfalm  is  likemfe 
prophetical,  and  relates  to  our  Lord  Jeftis  ChriJ. 

M  Y  heart  is  inditing  a  good  matter  :  I  fpeak  of  the  things 
which  I  have  made  touching  the  Icing:  my  tongue  is  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer.  Thou  art  fairer  than  the  children  ot 
men:  grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips:  therefore  God  hath 
blelTed  thee  for  ever.  Gird  thy  (word  upon  thy  thigh,  O 
moft  might v,  with  thy  glory  and  thy  majefty.  And  m  thy 
majefty  ride  profperoufly,  becaufe  of  truth  and  meeknefs, 
and  righteoufnefs  ;  and  thy  right  hand  (hall  teach  thee  terrible 
tilings.  Thine  arrows  are  fharp  in  the  heart  of  the  king's 
enemies ;  whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee.  Thy  throne, 
O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever  :  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is 
a  right  fceptre.  Thou  loveft  righteoufnefs,  and  hateft  wick- 
ed nefs  :  therefore  God,  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with 
the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fellows.  All  thy  garments 
imel!  of  myrrh,  and  aloes,  and  caffia:  out  of  the  ivory  palaces, 
whereby  they  have  made  thee  glad.  King's  daughters  were 
among  thy  honourable  women  :  upon  thy  right  hand  did 
fland  the  queen  in  gold  of  Ophir.  Hearken,'  O  daughter, 
and  confider,  and  incline  thine  ear :  forget  alfo  thine  own 
people,  and  thy  father's  houfe.  So  fhall  the  king  greatly 
defire  thy  beauty :  for  he  is  thy  Lord  ;  and  worfhip  thou  him. 
And  the  daughter  of  Tyre  ihall  be  there  with  a  gift:  even 
the  rich  among  the  people  (hall  intreat  thy  favour.  The 
King's  daughter  is  all  glorious  within  :  her  clothing  is  of 
wrought  gold.  She  fliaU  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  rai- 
ment of  needle-work :  the  virgins  her  companions  that  follow 
her  (hall  be  brought  unto  thee.  With  gladnefs  and  rejoicing 
fhall  they  be  brought :  they  (hall  enter  into  the  king's  pa- 
lace. Iuftead  of  thy  fathers  (hall  be  thy  children,  -whom 
thou  rnayeft  make  princes  in  all  the  earth.  I  will  make  thy 
name  to  be  remembered  in  all  generations;  therefore  fhall  the 
people  pnife  thee  for  ever  and  ever.  Pfalm  45. 
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A  Jong  of  triumph  fung  before  Ahe  ark  of  God,  on  its  return  from  a 
victory  obtained  in  favour  of  David,  to  the  tabernacle  on  mount 
Sion.  Herein  he  celebrates  the  power  of  Jehovah,  which  he  had 
been  pleafed  to  give  proofs  of,  in  conducing  his  people  through  the 
wildernefs,  and  in  bringing  them  into  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  where 
he  had  now  taken  up  his  flated  rejidence  on  mount  Sion,  and  from 
whence  he  afforded  them  his  protection  and  qjjiflance,  whenever  they 
were  attacked  by  their  enemies. 

LET  God  arife,  let  his  enemies  be  fcattered :   let  them 
alio  that  hate  him  flee  before  him.     As  fmoke  is  driven 
away,  fo  drive  them  away  :  as  wax  melteth  before  the  fire,  fo 
let  the  wicked  perifli  in  the  prefence  of  God.     But  let  the 
righteous  be  glad  ;  let  them  rejoice  before  God;    yea,    let 
them  exceedingly  rejoice.     Sing  unto  God,  ling  praifes  to 
his  name :  extol  him  that  rideth  upon  the  heavens  by  his 
name  J  A  H,  and  rejoice  before  him.     A  father  of  the  fa- 
therlefs,  and  a  judge  of  the  widows,  is  God  in  his  holy  ha- 
bitation.    God  fetteth  the  folitary  in  families:  he  bringeth 
out  thofe  which  are  bound  with  chains  ;  but  the  rebellious 
dwell  in  a  dry  land.     O  God,  when  thou  wenteft  forth  be- 
fore thy  people,  when  thou  didft  march  through  the  wilder- 
nefs;  Selah.     The  earth  fhook,  the  heavens  alfo  dropped 
at  the  prefence  of  God  :  even  Sinai  itfelf  was  moved  at  the 
prefence  of  God,  the  God  oflfrael.     Thou,  O  God,  didft 
fend  a  plentiful  rain,  whereby  thou  didft  confirm  thine  in- 
heritance when  it  was  weary.     Thy  congregation  hath  dwelt 
therein  ;  thou,  O  God,  haft  prepared  of  thy  goodnefs  for 
the  poor.     The  Lord  gave  the  word  :  great  was  the  compa- 
ny of  thofe  that  publHhed  it.  Kings  of  armies  did  flee  apace: 
and  flie  that  tarried  at  home  divided  the  fpoil.     Though  ye 
have  lien  among  the  pots,  yet  (hall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a 
dove  covered  with  Giver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold. 
When  the  Almighty  fcattered  kings  in  it,  it  was  white  as 
fnow  in  Salmon.     The  hill  of  God  is  as  the  hill  of  Bafhan : 
an  high  hill,  as  tbe  hill  of  Bafhan.     Why  leap  ye,  ye  high 
hills?  this  is  the  hill  which  God  defireth  to  dwell  in  ;    yea, 
the  Lord  will  dwell  in  it  for  ever.     The  chariots  of  God  are 
twenty  thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels:    the  Lord   is 
among  them   as  in  Sinai,   in   the  holy  place.     Thou  haft 
afcended  on  high,  thou  haft  led  captivity  captive;  thou  haft 
received  gifts  for  men  :  yea,  for  the  rebellious  alfo,  that  the 
Lord  God  might  dwell  among  them.     Bleffed  be  the  Lord, 
who  daily  loadeth  us   with  benefits,    even  the  God  of  our 
lalvalioh.     Selah.     He  that  is  our  God.  ia  the  God  of  fal- 
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vation  ;  and  unto  God  the  Lord  belong  the  ifluesfrom  death. 
But  God  (hall  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies  ;  and  the  hairy 
fcalp  of  fuch  an  one  as  goeth  on  frill  in  his  trefpaffes.  The 
Lord  laid,  I  will  bring  again  from  Bafhan,  I  will  bring  my 
people  again  from  the  depths  of  the  fea  :  that  thy  foot  may 
be  dipped  in  the  blood  of  thine  enemies,  and  the  tongue  of 
thy  dogs  in  the  fame.  They  have  feen  thy  goings,  O  God : 
even  the  goings  of  my  God,  my  King,  in  the  fanetuary. 
The  fingers  went  before,  the  players  on  inftruments  followed 
after,  among  them  were  the  damfels  playing  with  timbrels. 
Blefs  ye  God  in  the  congregations :  even  the  Lord,  from  the 
fountain  of  Ifrael.  There  is  little  Benjamin  with  their  ru- 
ler, the  princes  of  Judah  and  their  council,  the  princes  of 
Zebu  tun,  and  the  princes  of  Naphtali.  Thy  God  hath  com- 
manded thy  ftrength  :  ftrengthen,  O  God,  that  which  thou 
haft  wrought  for  us.  Becaufe  of  thy  temple  at  Jerufalem, 
fhall  kings  bring  prefents  unto  thee.  Rebuke  the  company 
of  fpearnien,  the  multitude  of  the  bulls,  with  the  calves  ofthe 
people,  till  every  one  fubmit  himfelf  with  pieces  of  filver: 
lcatter  thou  the  people  that  delight  in  war.  Princes  (hall 
come  out  of  Egypt ;  Ethiopia  fhall  foon  ftretch  out  her  hands 
unto  God.  Sing  unto  God,  ye  kingdoms  ofthe  earth  ;  O 
ling  praifes  unto  the  Lord.  Selah.  To  him  that  rideth 
upon  the  heavens  of  heavens  which  were  of  old :  lo,  he  doth 
fend  out  his  voice,  and  that  a  mighty  voice.  Afcribe  ye 
ftrength  unto  God;  his  excellency  is  over  Ifrael,  and  his 
ftrength  is  in  the  clouds.  O  God,  thou  art  terrible  out  of 
thy  holy  places  :  the  God  of  Ifrael  is  he  that  giveth  ftrength 
and  power  unto  his  people.     Blelfed  be  God.  Pfalm  68. 

David  begs;eth  of  God  to  give  his  f on  Solomon  the  xvifdom  and  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  teas  i;eceJJ'ary  for  him,  to  enable  him  to  govern  his 
people;  and  tlun  defcribeth  the  glory  and  extent  of  Solomons 
Linrdom,  and  the  happinefs  his  iubjects  would  enjoy  under  him,  in 
terms  which  are  more  applicable  to  the  Mejfiah  and  his  kingdom. 

GIVE  the  king  thy  judgments,  O  God,  and  thy  righ- 
teoufnefs  unto  the  king's  fori.  He  fhall  jiidge  thy  people 
\.;:h  rightcoufnefs,  arid  thy  poor  with  judgment.  The 
mountains  Hull  bring  peace  to  the  people,  and  the  little 
hills,  by  righteoufnms.  He  Hull  judge  the  poor  of  the 
people,  he  Hull  fave  the  children  of  the  needy,  and  fhall 
break  in  pieces  the  opprelfor.  They  fhall  fear  thee  as  long 
as  the  fun  and  moon  endure,  throughout  all  generations. 
He  fhall  tonic  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grafs ;  as 
f  bowers  that  water  the  earth.    In  his  days  (hall  the  righteous 

ilourifh  : 
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rlourifh;  and  abundance  of  peace  fo  long  as  the  moon  endureth. 
He  mall  have  dominion  alfo  from  lea  to  lea,  and  from  the 
river  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth.  They  that  dwell  in  the 
vvildernefs  fhall  bow  before  him  ;  and  his  enemies  (hall  lick 
the  duft.     The  Icings  of  Tarfhifh  and  of  the  ifles  fhall  bring 

?refents :  the  kings  of  Sheba  and  Seba  fhall  offer  gifts, 
ea,  all  kings  fhall  fall  down  before  him  ;  all  nations  (hall 
ferve  him.  For  he  fhall  deliver  the  needy  when  he  crieth  ; 
the  poor  alfo,  and  him  that  hath  no  helper.  He  (hall  fpare 
the  poor  and  needy,  and  fhall  fave  the  fouls  of  the  needy. 
He  ihall  redeem  their  foul  from  deceit  and  violence,-  and 
precious  fhall  their  blood  be  in  his  fight.  And  he  fhall  live, 
and  to  him  fhall  be  given  of  the  gold  of  Sheba:  prayer  alfo 
fliall  be  made  for  him  continually :  and  daily  fhall  lie  be 
praifed.  There  fhall  be  an  handful  of  corn  in  the  earth  upon 
the  top  of  the  mountains  ;  the  fruit  thereof  fhall  {hake  like 
Lebanon  :  and  they  of  the  city  fhall  flourifh  like  grafs  of  the 
earth.  His  name  ihall  endure  for  ever:  his  name  fhall  be 
continued  as  long  as  the  fun  ;  and  men  fliall  be  bleffed  in 
him  :  all  nations  fliall  call  him  bleffed.  Bleffed  be  the  Lord 
God,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  only  doeth  wondrous  things. 
And  bleffed  be  his  glorious  name  forever  :  and  let  the  whole 
earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.  Amen,  and  amen.  Thepray- 
ers  of  David  the  fon  of  Jeile  are  ended.  Pfalm  72. 

In  praife  of  Jerufalem,  the  city  of  God. 

HIS  foundation  is  in  the  holy  mountains.  The  Lord 
loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  more  than  all  the  dwellings  of  | 
Glorious  things  are  fpoken  of  thee,  O  city  of  God.  Selah. 
I  will  make  mention  of  Rahab  and  Babylon  to  them  that 
know  me:  behold  Philiftia,  and  Tyre,  with  Ethiopia.  This 
man  was  bom  there.  And  of  Zion  it  fhall  be  faid,  This  and 
that  man  was  born  in  her:  and  the  Highefl  himfelf  mall 
eftablifh  her.  The  Lord  fhall  count  when  he  writeth  up  the 
people,  that  this  man  was  born  there.  Selah.  As  well  the 
lingers  as  the  players  on  infhuments  fliall  be  there:  ail  my 
fprings  are  in  thee. 
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David,  under  the  image  of  a  young  prince,  taking  pqffeffion  of  a  king- 
dom, and  goin*  forth  to  Jubdue  allthofe  who  oppofe  him,  fore- 
tclleth  that  the  Mcjjiah  Jhould  be  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of 
God ;  Jhould  be  the  ling  and  high  priejl  of  his  Church  ;  and 
Jhould glorioujly  eflablifh  his  kingdom,  and  triumph  over  all  his 
enemies* 

THE  Lord  faid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand, 
until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footftool.  The  Lord  fhall 
fend  the  rod  of  thy  ftrength  out  of  Zion:  rule  thou  in  the 
midfl  of  thine  enemies.  Thy  people  fhall  be  willing  in  the 
day  of  thy  power,  in  the  beauties  of  holinefs  from  the  womb 
of  the  morning  :  thou  haft  the  dew  of  thy  youth.  The  Lord 
hath  fworn,  and  will  not  repent,  Thou  art  a  prieft  for  ever 
alter  the  order  of  Melchizedek.  The  Lord  at  thy  right  hand 
thall  ftrike  through  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wrath.  "He  (hall 
judge  among  the  heathen ;  he  (hall  fill  the  places  with  the 
dead  bodies:  he  fhall  wound  the  heads  over  many  countries. 
He  fhall  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way  :  therefore  lhall  he 
lift  up  the  head .  Pfalm  1 10. 

'The  pfalmifl  invitcth  the  people  and  priells  to  join  with  him,  in  cele- 
btating  the  goodnefs  of  God  for  making  him  triumph  over  his 
enemies.  They  on  the  other  hand,  anjwcr  his  invitation  by  blejfmg 
the  Lord,  and  praying  for  tke  frofp&ily  of  the  pfalmifl. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  he  is  good:  becaufe 
his  mercy  endureth  lor  ever.  Let  liiael  now  fay,  that  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Let  the  houfe  of  Aaron  now  fay, 
that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  Let  them  now  that  fear 
the  Lord  fay,  that  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.  I  called 
upon  the  Lord  in  diftrefs  :  the  Lord  anfwered  me,  and  fet 
me  in  a  large  place.  The  Lord  is  on  my  fide ;  I  will  not 
fear :  What  can  man  do  unto  me?  The  Lord  taketh  my  part 
with  them  that  help  me  :  therefore  lhall  I  fee  my  defire  upon 
them  that  hate  me.  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord  than  to 
put  confidence  in  man.  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord  than 
to  put  confidence  in  pripces.  All  nations  compafied  me 
about:  but  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  will  I  deftroy  them. 
They  compafied  me  about  :  yea,  they  compaffed  me  about : 
but  in  the  name  of  the  Loi'd  1  will  deftroy  them.  They 
compafied  ine  about  like  hees :  they  are  quenched  as  the 
fire  of  thorns;  for  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  I  will  deftroy 
them.  I  hou  haft  thruft  fore  at  me  that  I  might  fall  :  but 
the  Lord  helped  me.  The  Lord  is  my  ftrength  and  fong, 
and  is  become  my  falvatiOn.  The  voice  of  rejoicing  and 
ialvation  is  m  the  tabernacles  ol  the  righteous:    the  right 
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hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly.  The  right  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  exalted :  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  doeth  valiantly. 
I  (hall  not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the  Lord. 
The  Lord  hath  chaftened  me  fore :  but  he  hath  not  given 
me  over  unto  death.  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteouf- 
nefs :  I  will  go  into  them,  and  I  will  praife  the  Lord :  this 
gate  of  the  Lord,  into  which  the  righteous  (hall  enter.  I 
will  praife  thee  :  for  thou  haft  heard  me,  and  art  become  my 
falvation.  The  ftone  which  the  builders  refufcd  is  become 
the  head  ftone  of  the  corner.  This  is  the  Lord's  doing  :  it 
is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.  This  is  the  day  which  the  Lord 
hath  made;  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it.  Save  now, 
I  befeech  thee,  O  Lord:  O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  fend  now 
profperity.  Bleffed  be  he  that  cometh  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  :  we  have  bleffed  you  out  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord. 
God  is  the  Lord,  which  hath  (hewed  us  light :  bind  the  fa- 
crifice  with  cords,  even  unto  the  horns  of  the  altar.  Thou 
art  my  God,  and  I  will  praife  thee:  thou  art  my  God,  I 
will  exalt  thee.  O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord ;  for  he  is 
good  :  for  his  mercy  endufeth  for  ever.  Pfalm  1 18. 
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AJaph  uttereth  many  fever e  but  falutary  truths;  reminding  th 
Ifraelites  of  the  feveral  rebellions  of  their  forefathers  againjl 
God,  from  the  time  of  Mofes  to  (he  time  of  David,  and  warning 
them  not  to  follow  their  example,  but  to  put  their  trujl  in  God 
who  had  time  after  time  wrought  miracles  for  the  deliverance  of 
his  people. 

GIVE  ear,  O  my  people,  to  my  law  :  incline  your  ears 
to  the  words  of  my  mouth.  I  will  open  my  mouth  in  a  pa- 
rable :  I  will  utter  dark  fayings  of  old  :  which  we  have  heard 
and  known,  and  our  fathers  have  told  us.  We  will  not  hide 
them  from  their  children,  (hewing  to  the  generation  to  come 
the  praifesof  the  Lord,  and  his  ftrength,  and  his  wonderful 
works  that  he  hath  done.  For  he  eftablifhed  a  teftimony  in 
Jacob,  and  appointed  a  law  in  Ifrael,  which  he  commanded 
our  fathers  that  they  (hould  make  them  known  to  their  chil- 
dren: that  the  generation  to  come  might  know  them,  even 
the  children  which  (hould  be  born ;  who  (hould  arife 
and  declare  them  to  their  children:  that  they  might  let 
their  hope  in  God,  and  not  forget  the  works  of  God,  but 
keep  his  commandments :  and  might  not  be  as  their  fathers, 

a  (lubborn 
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a  ftubborn  and  rebellious  generation  ;  a  generation  that  fet 
not  their  heart  aright,  and  whofe  fpirit  was  not  ftedfaft  with 
God:  the  children  of  Ephraim,  being  armed  and  carrying 
bows,  turned  back  in  the  day  of  battle.  They  kept  not  the 
covenant  of  God,  and  refilled  to  walk  in  his  law;  and  for- 
gat  his  works,  and  his  wonders  that  he  had  fhewed  them. 
Marvellous  things  did  he  in  the  fight  of  their  fathers,  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  in  the  field  of  Zoan.  He  divided  the  lea,  and 
cau fed  them  to  pafs  through,  and  he  made  the  waters  to 
(land  as  an  heap.  In  the  day-time  alio  he  led  them  with  a 
cloud,  and  all  the  night  with  a  light  of  fire.  He  clave  the 
rocks  in  the  wildernefs,  and  gave  them  drink  as  out  of  the 
great  depths.  He  brought  itreams  alfo  out  of  the  rock,  and 
caufed  waters  to  run  down  like  rivers.  And  they  finned  yet 
more  againft  him,  by  provoking  the  moft  High  in  the  wil- 
dernefs. And  they  tempted  God  in  their  heart,  by  afking 
meat  for  their  lull.  Yea,  they  fpake  againft  God  :  they 
laid,  Can  God  furnifh  a  table  in  the  wildemels?  Behold,  he 
ifnote  the  rock,  that  the  waters  gulhcd  out,  and  the  ftreams 
overflowed  ;  can  he  give  bread  alio?  can  he  provide  fiefh  for 
his  people  ?  Therefore  the  Lord  heard  this,  and  was  wroth  : 
fo  a  fire  was  kindled  againft  Jacob,  and  anger  alfo  came  up 
againft  Ifrael;  becaufe  they  believed  not  in  God,  and  trufted 
not  iri  his  falvation :  though  he  had  commanded  the  clouds 
from  above,  and  opened  the  doors  of  heaven,  and  had  rained 
down  manna  upon  them  to  eat,  and  had  given  them  of  the 
corn  of  heaven.  Man  did  eat  angels'  food  :  he  lent  them 
meat  to  the  full.  He  caufed  an  eaft-wind  to  blow  in  the 
heaven:  and  by  his  power  he  brought  in  the  fouth-wind. 
He  rained  flefh  alfo  upon  them  as  duft,  and  feathered  fowls 
like  as  the  fand  of  the  fea  :  and  he  let  it  fall  in  the  midft  of 
their  camp,  round  about  their  habitations.  So  they  did  eat, 
and  were  well  filled  :  for  he  gave  them  their  own  delire  ;  they 
were  not  eftranged  horn  their  luft :  but  while  their  meat  was 
yet  in  their  mouths,  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them, 
and  flew  the  fatted  of  them,  and  fmote  down  the  chofen 
men  of  Ifrael.  For  all  this  they  finned  ftill,  and  believed 
not  for  his  wondrous  works.  Therefore  their  days  did  he 
con  fume  in  vanity,  and  their  years  in  trouble.  When  he 
them,  then  they  fought  him,  and  they  returned  and 
lived  early  after  God.  And  they  remembered  that  God 
their  rock,  and  the  high  God  their  redeemer.  Never- 
did  Hatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  lied 
m  with  their  tongues.  For  their  heart  was  not  right 
with  hin I,  - 1  were  they  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant.     Cut 
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he,  being  full  of  companion,  forgave  their  iniquity,  and  de- 
ftroyed them  not;  yea,  many  a  time  turned  he  his  anger 
away,  and  did  not  ftir  up  all  his  wrath;     For  he  remembered 
that  they  were  but  fiefh;    a  wind  that  paifeth  away,  and 
cometh  not  again.     How  oft  did  they  provoke  him  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  grieve  him  in  the  defert !  Yea,  they  turned 
back  and  tempted  God,  and  limited  the  Holy  one  of  Ifrael. 
They  remembered  not  his  hand,  nor  the  day  when  he  de- 
livered them  from  the  enemy.     How  he  had  wrought  his 
figns  in  Egypt,  and  his  wonders  in  the  field  of  Zoan :  and 
had  turned  their  rivers  into  blood :  and  their  floods,  that 
they  could  not  drink.     He  fent  divers  forts  of  flies  among 
them,  which  devoured  them,    and  frogs,  which  deftroyed 
them.     He  gave  alfo  their  increafe  unto  the  caterpillar,  and 
their  labour  unto  the  locufL     He  deftroyed  their  vines  with, 
hail,  and  their  fycamore  trees  with  froft.     He  gave  up  their 
cattle  alfo  to  the  hail,  and  their  flocks  to  hot  thunder-bolts. 
He  call  upon  them  the  fiercenefs  of  his  anger,  wrath  and  in- 
dignation and  trouble,  by  fending  evil  angels  among  them. 
He  made  a  way  to  his  anger ;  he  fpared  not  their  foul  from 
death,  but  gave  their  life  over  to  the  peftilence  ;  and  fmote 
all  the  firft-born  in  Egypt ;  the  chief  of  their  ftrength  in  the 
tabernacles  of  Ham  :  but  made  his  own  people  to  go  forth 
like  Iheep,  and  guided  them  in  the  wildernefs  like  a  flock. 
And  he  led.  them  on  fafely,  fo  that  they  feared  not :  but  the 
iea  overwhelmed  their  enemies.     And  he  brought  them  to 
the  border  of  his  fancluary,  even  to  this  mountain,  which 
his  right  hand  had  purchaied.     He  cad  out  the  heathen  alfo 
before  them,  and  divided  them  an  inheritance  by  line,  and 
made  the  tribes  of  Ifrael  to  dwell  in  their  tents.     Yet  they 
tempted  and  provoked  the  mod  high  God,  and  kept  not  his 
teftimonies  :  but  turned  back,  and  dealt  unfaithfully,  like 
their  fathers  ;  they  were  turned  afide  like  a  deceitful  bow. 
For  they  provoked,  him  to  anger  with  their  high  places,  and 
moved  him  to  jealoufy  with  their  graven  images.     When 
God  heard  this,  he  was  wroth,  and  greatly  abhorred  Ifrael : 
fo  that  he  forfook  the  tabernacle  of  Shiloh,  the  tent  which 
he  placed  among  men  ;  and  delivered  his  ftrength  into  cap- 
tivity, and  his  glory  into  the  enemy's  hand.     He  gave  his 
people  over  alfo  unto  the  fvvord  ;  and  was  wroth  with  his  in- 
heritance.    The  fire  confumed  their  young  men  ;  and  their 
maidens  were  not  given  to  marriage.     Their  priefts  fell  by 
the  fword  ;  and  their  widows  made  no  lamentation.     Then 
the  Lord  awaked  as  one  out  tjf  fleep,  and  like  a  mighty  man 
that  flhouted  by  reafon  of  wine.     And  he  fmote  his  enemies 

in 
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in  the  hinder  part :  lie  put  them  to  a  perpetual  reproach. 
Moreover  he  refufed  the  tabernacle  ofjofeph,  and  chofe  not 
the  tribe  of  Ephraim :  but  chofe  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the 
mount  Zion,  which  he  loved.  And  he  built  his  fan6luary 
like  high  palaces,  like  the  earth  which  he  hath  eftablifhed  lor 
ever.  He  chofe  David  alfo  his  fervant,  and  took  him  from 
the  fheep-folds :  from  following  the  ewes  great  with  young, 
he  brought  him  to  feed  Jacob  his  people,  and  Ifrael  his  in- 
heritance. So  he  fed  them  according  to  the  integrity  of  his 
heart ;  and  guided  them  by  the  fkilfulnefs  of  his  hands. 

Pjalm  78. 

David  exhorteth  the  Ifraclites  to  praife  God,  and  to  celebrate  his 
•power,  goodnefs,  and  faithfulnefs.  And  then  to  excite  them  to 
it,  he  relatcth  all  the  mercies  of  God  to  that  people,  from  the  days 
of  Abraham  to  their  taking  poffeffion  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ;  call  upon  his  name:  make 
known  his  deeds  among  the  people.  Sing  unto  him,  ling 
pfalms  unto  him  :  talk  ye  of  all  his  wondrous  works.  Glory 
ye  in  his  holy  name  :  let  the  heart  of  them  rejoice  that  feel: 
the  Lord.  Seek  the  Lord  and  his  ftrength  :  leek  his  face 
evermore.  Remember  his  marvellous  works  that  he  hath 
done  ;  his  wonders,  and  the  judgments  of  his  mouth  ;  O  ye 
feed  of  Abraham  his  fervant,  ye  children  of  Jacob  his  chofen. 
He  is  the  Lord  our  God  :  his  judgments  are  in  all  the  earth. 
He  hath  remembered  his  covenant  for  ever,  the  word  which 
he  commanded  to  a  thoufand  generations.  Which  covenant 
he  made  with  Abraham,  and  his  oath  unto  Ifaac  ;  and  con- 
firmed the  fame  unto  Jacob  for  a  law,  and  to  Ifrael  for  an 
everlafting  covenant :  laying,  Unto  thee  will  I  give  the  land 
of  Canaan,  the  lot  of  your  inheritance :  when  there  were  but 
a  few  men  in  number  ;  yea,  very  lew,  and  ftrangers  in  it  : 
when  they  went  from  one  nation  to  another,  from  one  king- 
dom to  another  people ;  he  fuffered  no  man  to  do  them 
wrong:  yea,  he  reproved  kings  for  their  fakes;  faying, 
Touch  not  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no  harm. 
Moreover,  he  called  for  a  famine  upon  the  land :  he  brake  the 
whole  ftaff  of  bread.  He  lent  a  man  before  them,  even 
Jofeph,  who  was  fold  for  a  fervant :  whole  feet  they  hurt  with 
fetters:  he  was  laid  in  iron:  until  the  time  that  his  word 
came:  the  word  of  the  Lord  tried  him.  The  king  lent  and 
loofed  him  ;  even  the  ruler  of  the  people,  and  let  him  go 
free.  He  made  him  lord  of  his  houfe,  and  ruler  of  all  his 
fubftance:  to  bind  his  princes  at  his  pleafure  ;  and  teach  his 
fenators  wiidoin.     Ifrael  alfo  came  into  Egypt ;   and  Jacob 

fojourned 
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fojourned  in  the  land  of  Ham.  And  he  increafed  his  peo- 
ple greatly;  and  made  them  ftronger  than  their  enemies. 
He  turned  their  heart  to  hate  his  people,  to  deal  fubtilly 
with  his  fervants.  He  Tent  Mofes  his  fervant  ;  and  Aaron, 
whom  he  had  chofen.  They  fhewed  his  figns  among  them, 
and  wonders  in  the  land  of  Ham.  He  fent  darknels,  and 
made  it  dark  ;  and  they  rebelled  not  againft  his  word.  He 
turned  their  waters  into  blood,  and  flew  their  fifh.  Their 
land  brought  forth  frogs  in  abundance,  in  the  chambers  of 
their  kings.  He  (pake,  and  there  came  divers  forts  of  flies, 
and  lice  in  all  their  coafts.  He  gave  them  hail  for  rain,  and 
flaming  fire  in  their  land.  He  lmote  their  vines  alfo,  and 
their  fig  trees :  and  brake  the  trees  of  their  coafts.  He  fpake, 
and  the  locufls  came,  and  caterpillars,  and  that  without  num- 
ber, and  did  eat  up  all  the  herbs  in  their  land,  and  devour- 
ed the  fruit  of  their  ground.  He  fmote  alfo  all  the  firft-bom 
in  their  land,the  chief  of  all  their  ftrength.  He  brought  them 
forth  alfo  with  filver  and  gold:  and  there  was  not  one  feeble 
perfon  among  their  tribes.  Egypt  was  glad  when  they  de- 
parted :  for  the  fear  of  them  fell  upon  them.  He  fpread  a 
cloud  for  a  covering;  and  fire  to  give  light  in  the  night. 
The  people  afked,  and  he  brought  quails;  and  fatisfied 
them  with  the  bread  of  heaven.  He  opened  the  rock,  and 
the  waters  guflied  out ;  they  ran  in  the  dry  places  like  a  river. 
For  he  remembered  his  holy  promife,  and  Abraham  his 
fervant.  And  he  brought  forth  his  people  with  joy,  and 
his  chofen  with  gladnefs:  and  gave  them  the  lands  of  the 
heathen  :  and  they  inherited  the  labour  of  the  people  ;  that 
they  might  oblerve  his  flatutes;  and  keep  his  laws.  Praife 
ye  the  Lord.  Pfalm  105. 

David  celebrates  the  gooanefs  and  forbearance  of  God  to  the  IfraeU 
ites  am'uljl  their  feveral  murm'irin^s  and  rebellions,  both  in  the 
wi'dtrnejs  and  in  the  land  of  Canaan, 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord.     O  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  ; 

for  he  is  good :  for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever.     Who  can 

utter  the  mighty  afts  of  the  Lord  ?  who  can  fhew  forth  all  his 

praife?  Blefied  are  they  that  keep  judgment,  and  he  that 

doeth  righteoufhels  at  all  times.     Remember  me,  O  Lord, 

with  the  favour  that  thou  beareft  unto  thy  people  :    O  vifit 

me  with  thy  falvation  ;  that  I  may  fee  the  good  of  thy 

.;ofen,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladnefs  of  thy  nation,  that  I 

glory  with  thine  inheritance.  We  have  finned  with  our 

'  ithejs  ;  we  have  committed  iniquity,  we  have  donewicked- 

Our  fathers  Under{tood  not  thy  wonders  in  Egypt,  they 

V  ol   III.  I1  remembered 
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remembered  not  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies ;  but  provoked 
him  at  the  lea,  even  at  the  Red-!c.i.  Nererthelefs  he  feved 
thetn  for  his  name's  lake,  that  he  might  nuke  his  mighty 
power  to  be  known.  He  rebuked  the  Red-fea  alio,  and  it 
was  dried  up  :  fo  he  led  them  through  the  depths,  #as  through 
thewildernefs.  And  he  iaved  them  irom  the  hand  of  him  thai 
hated  them,  and  redeemed  them  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy. 
And  the  waters  covered  their  enemies:  there  was  not  one  of 
them  left.  Then  believed  they  his  words:  they  fang  his 
praife.  They  foon  forgat  his  works  ;  they  waited  not  for  his 
counfel :  but  lulled  exceedingly  in  the  wildernefs,  and  tempt- 
ed God  in  the  defert.  And  he  gave  them  their  requeft ;  but 
fent  leannefs  into  their  foul.  They  envied  Moles  alfo  in 
the  camp,  and  Aaron  the  faint  of  the  Lord.  The  earth 
opened  and  iwallowed  up  Dathan,  and  covered  the  company 
of  Abiram.  And  a  fire  was  kindled  in  their  company  ;  the 
flame  burned  up  the  wicked.  They  made  a  calf  in  Horeb, 
and  worfhipped  the  molten  image.  Thus  they  changed 
their  glory  into  the  fnnilitude  of  an  ox  that  eateth  grals. 
They  forgat  God  their  Saviour,  which  had  done  great  things 
in  Egypt :  wondrous  works  in  the  laud  of  Ham,  and  terrible 
things  by  the  Red-fea.  Therefore  he  faid  that  he  would 
deftroy  them,  had  not  Mofes  his  chofen  (food  before  him  in 
the  breach:  to  turn  away  his  wrath,  left  he  fhould  deftroy 
them.  Yea,  they  defpiled  the  pleaiant  land  :  they  believed 
not  his  word  :  but  murmured  in  their  tents,  and  hearkened 
not  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord.  Therefore  he  lifted  up  his 
hand  againft  them,  to  overthrow  them  in  the  wildernefs  :  to 
overthrow  their  feed  alfo  among  the  nations,  and  to  Icatter 
the'm  in  the  lands.  They  joined  themfelves  alfo  unto  Baal- 
peor,  and  ate  the  facrifices  of  the  dead.  Thus  they  pro- 
voked him  to  anger  with  their  inventions:  and  the  plague 
brake  in  upon  them.  Then  flood  up  Phinehas,  and  executed 
judgment :  and  fo  the  plague  was  flayed.  And  that  was 
counted  unto  him  for  righteou  fuels,  unto  all  generations  for 
evermore.  They  angered  him  alfo  at  the  waters  of  ftrife,  lo 
that  it  went  ill  with  Mofes  for  their  fakes:  becaufe  they  pro- 
voked his  fpirit,  fo  that  he  fpake  unadvifedly  with  his  lips. 
They  did  not  deftroy  the  nations  concerning  whom  the  Lord 
commanded  them  :  but  were  mingled  among  the  heathen, 
and  learned  their  works.  And  they  ferved  their  idoh : 
which  were  a  fnare  unto  them.  Yea,  they  facririced  their 
fons  and  their  daughters  unto  devils,  and  (lied  innocent 
blood,  even  the  blood  of  their  ions,  and  of  their  daughters 
whom  they  facriticed  unto  the  idol^  of  Canaan :  and  the 

land 
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land  was  polluted  with  blood.  Thus  were  they  defiled  with 
their  own  works,  and  went  a  whoring  with  their  own  in- 
ventions. Therefore  was  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  kindled 
a^ainrt  his  people,  infomuch  that  he  abhorred  his  own  in- 
heritance. And  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  the  heathen ; 
and  they  that  hated  them  ruled  over  them.  Their  enemies 
alio  oppreiTed  them,  and  they  were  brought  into  fubje&ion 
under  their  hand.  Many  times  did  he  deliver  them,  but 
they  provoked  him  with  their  counfel,  and  were  brought 
low  for  their  iniquity.  Neverthelefs,  he  regarded  their 
affli&ion,  when  he  heard  their  cry.  And  he  remembered 
for  them  his  covenant,  and  repented  according  to  the  mul- 
titude of  his  mercies.  He  made  them  alfo  to  be  pitied  of 
all  thofe  that  carried  them  captives.  Save  us,  O  Lord  our 
God,  and  gather  us  from  among  the  heathen,  to  give  thanks 
unto  thy  holy  name,  and  to  triumph  in  thy  praiie.  Blef- 
led  be  the  Lord  God  of  lirael  from  everlafting  to  everlafting : 
and  let  all  the  people  fay,  Amen.    Praife  ye  the  Lord. 

Pfalm  106. 


ELEGIES. 

David's  lamentation  for  Saul  and  Jonathan. 

THE  beauty  of  Ifrael  is  (lain  upon  thy  high  places: 
how  are  the  mighty  fallen  ?  Tell  it  not  in  Gath,  publilh  it 
not  in  the  ftreets  of  Afkelon:  left  the  daughters  of  the  Phi- 
liftines  rejoice,  left  the  daughters  of  the  imcircumcifed 
triumph.  Ye  mountains  of  Gilboa,  let  there  be  no  dew, 
neither  let  there  be  rain  upon  you,  nor  fields  of  offerings  : 
for  there  the  Ihield  of  the  mighty  is  vilely  caft  away,  the 
fhield  of  Saul,  as  though  he  had  not  been  anointed  with  oil. 

From  the  blood  of  the  flain,  from  the  fat  of  the  mighty, 
the  bow  of  Jonathan  turned  not  back,  and  thefword  of  Saul 
returned  not  empty.  Saul  and  Jonathan  were  lovely  and 
pleafant  in  their  lives,  and  in  their  death  they  were  not 
divided :  they  were  iwifter  than  eagles,  they  were  ftronger 
than  lions.  Ye  daughters  of  Ifrael,  weep  over  Saul,  who 
•  thed  you  in  fcarlet,  with  other  delights,  who  put  on  or- 
naments of  gold  upon  your  apparel.  How  are  the  mighty 
fallen  in  theVnidft  of  the  battle?  O  Jonathan,  thou  waftTlain 
in  thine  high  places.  I  am  difl. relied  for  thee,  my  brother 
Jonathan  :  very  pleafant  haft  thou  been  unto  me  :  thy  love 

P  2  to 
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to  me  was  wonderful,  puffing  the  love  pi  .     Hon-  are 

the  mighty  iullen,  and  the  weapons  of  war  perifhed ! 

2  Samuel  I.  ly — 27. 


.  .item's  m'tfery,  complaint  ana  confejfiort. 

HOW  doth  the  city  fit  folitary,  that  was  full  ol  people  ! 

how  is  flu"  become  as  a  widow  !  fhe  that  was  great   among 
the  nations,  and  prmcefs  among  the  provinces,  how  is  ihe 
fcecome  tributary  !     She  weepeth  ("ore  in  the  night,  and  her 
tears  are  on  her  cheeks  ;  among  all  her  lovers  (lie  hath  none 
to  comfort  her,  all  her  friends  have  dealt  treacheroufly  with 
her,  they  are   become   her  enemies.    Judah    is  gone  into 
captivity,  becaufe  of  affliction,  and  becaufe  of  great  fervi 
tude  :  fhe  dwelleth  among  the  heathen,  Ihe  findelh  no  reft : 
all  her  persecutors  overtook  her  between  the  Uraits.     The 
ways  of  Zion  do  mourn,  becaufe  none  come  to  the  folemn 
feafts  :  all  her  gates  are  defolate :  her  priefts  figh,  her  virgins 
are  afflicted,  and  (lie  is   in  bitternefs.     Her  adverlaries   arc 
the  chief,  her  enemies  profper :  for  the  Lord  hath  afflifted 
her  for  the  multitude   of  her   tranfgreffions,  her  children 
are  gone  into  captivity  before  the  enemy.     And  from  the 
daughter  of  Zion  all  her  beauty  is  departed  :  her  princes  are 
become  like  harts  that  find  no  pafture,  and  they   are  gone 
without  ftrength  before  the  purfuer.  Jerufalem  remembered 
in   the  days  of  her  affliction,  and  of  her  miferies,  all   her 
pleafant  things  that  fhe  had  in  the  days  of  old,  when  her 
people  fell  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  none  did  help 
her  :  the  adverfaries  faw  her,  and  did  mock  at  her  fabbaths. 
Jerufalem  hath  grievoufly  finned:  therefore  fhe  is  removed: 
all  that  honoured  her,  defpife  her,  becaufe  they  have  feen 
her  nakednefs:  yea,  (hefigheth,  and  turneth  backward.    Her 
filthinefs  is  in  her  fkirts,  Ihe  remembereth  not  her  lafl  end, 
thereforefhe  came  down  wonderfully  ;  fhe  had  no  comforter: 
O  Lord,  behold  my  affliction  :  for  the  enemy  hath  mag- 
nified himfelf.     The  adveriary  hath   fpread   out  his  hand 
upon  all  her  pleafant  things:  for  fhe   hath  feen  that  the 
heathen  entered  into  her  fancluary,  whom  thou  didft  com- 
mand that   they    lliould  not  enter  into  thy  congregation. 
All  her  people  ligh,  they  feek  bread,  they  have  given  their 
pleafant  things  for  meat  to  relieve  the  foul:  fee,  O  Lord, 
and  confider,  for  I  am  become  vile.     Is  it  nothing  to  you, 
all  ye  that  pafs  by  '?  behold,  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow 
like  unto  my  forrow,  which  is  done  unto  me,  wherewith 

the 
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the  Lord  hath  afHifted  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger. 
From  above  hath  he  lent  Hie  into  my  bones,  and  it  pre- 
vaileth  againft  them  :  he  hath  fpread  z  net  for  my  feet,  he 
hath  turned  me  back  :  he  hath  made  me  delolate,'  and  faint 
all  the  day.  The  yoke  of  my  tranfgrelfions  is  bound  by 
his  hand :  they  are  wreathed,  and  come  up  upon  my  neck  : 
he  hath  made  my  ftrength  to  fall,  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
me  into  their  hands,  from  whom  I  am  not  able  to  rife  up. 
The  Lord  hath  trodden  under  foot  all  my  mighty  men  m 
the  midft  of  me  :  he  hath  called  an  aifembly  againft  me  to 
crulh  my  young  men  :  the  Lord  hath  trodden  the  virgin,  the 
daughter  of  Judah,  as  in  a  wine-prefs.  For  thefe  things  I 
weep,  mine  eye,  mine  eye  runneth  down  with  water,  be- 
caule  the  comforter  that  Ihould  relieve  my  foul,  is  far  from 
me:  my  children  are  defolate,  becaufe  the  enemy  prevailed. 
Zion  fpreadeth  forth  her  hands,  and  there  is  none  to  com- 
fort her:  the  Lord  hath  commanded  concerning  Jacob,  that 
his  adverfaries  (hould  be  round  about  him  :  Jerufalem  is  as 
a  menftruous  woman  among  them.  The  Lord  is  righteous, 
for  I  have  rebelled  againft  his  commandment :  hear,  I  pray 
you,  all  people,  and  behold  my  forrow  :  my  virgins  and  my 
young  men  are  gone  into  captivity.  I  called  for  my  lovers, 
but  they  deceived  me ;  my  priefts  and  mine  elders  gave  up 
the  gholt  in  the  city,  while  they  lought  their  meat  to  relieve 
their  fouls.  Behold,  O  Lord,  For  I  am  in  diftrefs :  my 
bowels  are  troubled  ;  mine  heart  is  turned  within  me,  for  I 
have  grievouflv  rebelled;  abroad  the  fword  bereaveth,  at 
home  there  is  as  death.  They  have  heard  that  I  figh,  there 
is  none  to  comfort  me:  all  mine  enemies  have  heard  of  my 
trouble,  they  are  glad  that  thou  haft  done  it:  thou  wilt 
bring  the  day  that  thou  haft  called,  and  they  (hall  be  like 
unto  me.  Let  all  their  wickednefs  come  before  thee  :  and  do 
unto  them,  as  thou  haft  done  unto  me,  for  all  my  tranf- 
greffions  :  for  my  iighs  are  many,  and  my  heart  is  faint. 

Lamentations  \ji:  chapter. 


Jeremiah  lamenteth  Jerufalem  s  mifery. 

HOW  hath  the  Lord  covered  the  daughter  of  Zion  with 
a  cloud  in  his  anger,  and  caft  down  from  heaven  unto  the 
earth  the  beauty  of  Ifrael,  and  remembered  not  his  footftool 
in  the  day  of  his  anger !  The  Lord  hath  fwallowed  up  ali 
the  habitations  of  Jacob,  and  hath  not  pitied :  he  hath 
thrown  down  in  his  wrath  the  ftrong  holds  of  the  daughter  or 

P  3  Judah ; 
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Judah  ;  he  hath  brought  them  down  to  the  ground:  he  hath 
polluted  the  kingdom  and   the  princes  thereof.     He  hath 
cut  off  in  his  fierce  anger  all  the  horn  of  Iirael;  he  hath 
drawn  back  his  right  hand  from  before  the  enemy,  and  he 
burned  ag3inft  Jacob  like   a   flaming  fire  which  devoureth 
roundabout.     He  hath  bent  his  bow  like  an  enemy:  he 
ftood  with  his  right  hand  as  an  adverfary,  and  flew  all  that 
were  pleafant  to  the  eye  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  daughter  of 
Zion  :  he  poured  out  his  fury  like  fire.     The  Lord  was  as  an 
enemy:  he  hath  fwallowed  up  Ifrael,  he  hath  fwallowed  up 
all  her  palaces  ;  he  hath  deftroyed  his  ftrong  holds,  and  hath 
increafed  in  the  daughter   of  Judah  mourning  and  lamen- 
tation.    And  he  hath  violently  taken  away  his  tabernacle,  as 
if  it  were  of  a  garden:  he  hath  deftroyed  his  places  of  the 
aiTembly :  the  Lord  hath  caufed  the  folemn  feafts  and  fab- 
baths  to  be  forgotten  in  Zion,  and  hath  defpifed  in  the  in- 
dignation of  his  anger  the  king  and  the  prieft.     The  Lord 
hath  caftoffhis  altar,  he  hath  abhorred  his  fanctuary,  he 
hath  given  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy  the  walls  of  her 
palaces  ;  they  have  made  a  noife  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  as 
in  the  day  of  a  folemn  feaft.     The  Lord  hath  purpoied  to 
deftroy  the  wall  of  the  daughter  of  Zion :  he  hath  ftretched 
out  a  line,  he  hath  not  withdrawn  his  hand  from  deftroying; 
therefore  he  made  the  i^impart  and  the  wall  to  lament  :  they 
languished  together.     Her  gates  are  funk  into  the  ground  : 
he  hath  deftroyed  and  broken  her  bars :  her  king  and  her 
princes  are  among  the   Gentiles  :  the  law  is  no  more :  her 
prophets  alfo  find  no  vifion  from  the  Lord.     The  elders  of 
the  daughter  of  Zion  fit  upon  the  ground,  and  keep  filence  : 
they  have  caft  up  duft  upon  their  heads;  they  have  girded 
themfelves  with  fackcloth ;  the  virgins  of  Jerufalem  hang 
down  their  heads  to  the  ground.     Mine  eyes  do  fail  with 
tears ;  my  bowels  are  troubled  ;  my  liver  is  poured  upon 
the  earth,  for  the  deftruction  of  the  daughter  of  my  people, 
becaufe  the  children  and  the  fucklings  lwoon  in  the  ftreets 
of  the  city.     They  fay  to  their  mothers,  Where  is  corn  and 
wine?  when  they  fwooned  as  the  wounded  in  the  ftreets  of 
the  city,  when  their  foul  was  poured  out  into  their  mother's 
bofom.     What  thing  (hall  I  take  to  witnefs  for  thee?  what 
thing  fhall  I  liken  to  thee,  O  daughter  of  Jerufalem  ?    What 
fhall  1  equal  to  thee,  that  I  may  comfort  thee,   O   virgin 
daughter  of  Zion  ?  for  thv  breach  is  great  like  the  fea  :  who 
can  heal  thee?     Thy  prophets  have  feen  vain  and  fooltfh 
things  for  thee:  and  they  have  not  difcovered  thine  iniquit\ , 
to   turn  away  thy  captivity;  but  have  icen  for  thee  falle 

burdens 
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burdens,  and  caufcs  of  banifhment.  All  that  pifs  by  chp 
5 •  unH;  at  thee  •  thev  hits  and  wag  their  head  at  the 
^  r^JeruSem!  laying,  Is  this  the  city  that  men  ca 
heperfeftion  of  beauty,  the  joy  ol  the  -hole  earth  All 
hine  enemies  have  opened  their  mouth  againft  thee,  they 
thine  enemies  i  w      _  fwallowed  her 

fP'  f  ^hUfeenit.  The  Lord  hath  done  that  which  he 

intWhvs  of  old:  he  hath  thrown  down,  and  hath  nor 
p'ted  andhehath  caufed  thine  enemy  to  rejoice  over 
fnee   he  hath  fet  up  the  horn  of  thine  adverfanes.     Then 

^tJks:  sxw  sgrfei? 

that  faint  for  hunger  in  the  top  oi  every  ftreet.  Behold  U 
Lord,  and  confider  to  whom  thou  haft  done  tins.  S*all  tne 
"'not  their  fruit;  and  children  of  a  (pan  long  i  ftyal! 
l^n  eft  and  the  prophet  be  ftain  in  the  fanauary  of  he 
tIT?  The  young  and  the  old  lie  on  the  ground  in  he 
ftSrts-  mv  virote  and  my  young  men  are  fallen  by  the 
&'  thou ha°ft  ftain  them^the  day  «**£*££  hou 
haft  killed  and  not  ^uJ^ttet^^ 

and  brought  up  hath  mnie  enemy  ?-gj*^  rf^ 


Tk  /aff/</"!  bewail  their  calamities. 

I  am  the  man  that  hath  feen  affliaion  by  the  rod  of  hi? 
wrtth  He  hath  led  me  and  brought  me  into  darknefs,  but. 
not  into  light.  Surely  againft  me  is  he  turned  j  he  tumeth 
is  land  againft  me  all  the  day.  My  flefh  and  my  (kin  hath 
he  made  otd :  he  hath  broken  my  bones.  He  hath  budded 
againft  me,  and  compaffed  me  with  gall  and  travel.  He 
hath  fet  me  in  dark  places,  as  they  that  be  dead  of  old.  He 
hath  hedged  me  about,  that  I  cannot  get  out :  he  hath  made 
my  chain  heavy.  Alio  when  I  cry  and  thout  he  fhutteth 
out  my  prayer.    He  hath  inclofed  my  ways  with  hewn  ftone  ^ 
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he  hath  made  my  paths  crooked.     He  was  unto  me  as  a  I  en r 
lying  in  wait,  and   as  a  lion   in   ferret   places.     He   hath 
turned  afide  my  ways,  and  pulled  me  in  pieces:  he  bath 
made  me  defolate.     Hehath  bent  his  bow,  and  let  me  as  :\ 
mark  for  the   arrow.     He  hath  caufed  the  arrows  of  his 
quiver  to  enter  into  mj-  reins.     1  was  a  derifion  to  all  my 
people,  and  their  fong  all  the  day.     He  hath  HI  led  me  with 
bitternefs,  he  hath  made  me  drunken  with  wormwood.     He 
hath  alfo  broken  my  teeth  with  gravel  Rones,  he  hath  co- 
vered me  with  alhes.     And  thou  haft  removed  my  foul  far 
off  from  peace:  I  forgat  profperity.    And  I  laid,  My  ftrength 
and  my  hope  is  perilhed  from  the  Lord  :  remembering  mine 
affliction  and  my  mifery,  the  wormwood  and  the  gall.   My 
foul  hath  them  ftill  in  remembrance,  and  is  humbled  in  me. 
This  I  recal  to  my  mind,  therefore  have  I  hope.     It  is  of  the 
Lord's  mercies  that  we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe  his  compaf- 
fions failnot.  They  arenew  every  morning  :  great  is  thy  faith- 
fulnefs.      The  Lord  is  my  portion,  faith  my  foul,  there- 
fore will]  1   hope  in  him.     The  Lord  is  good  unlo  them 
that   wait  for  him,    to   the  foul   that  feeketh    him.     If  is 
good  that  a  man   fhould  both  hope  and  quietly  wait  for 
the  falvation  of  the  Lord.     It  is  good  for  a  man  that  he 
bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth.     He  fitteth  alone,  and  keepeth 
lilence,  becaufe  he  hath  borne  it  upon  him.     He  putteth 
his  mouth  in  the  duft,  if  (o  be  there  may  be   hope.     He 
giveth  his  cheek  to  him  that  fmiteth  him,  he  is  filled  full 
with  reproach.     For  the  Lord  will  not  caft  off  for  ever.    But 
though  he  caufe  grief,  yet  will  he  have  compaffion  accord- 
ing to  the  multitude  of  his  mercies.     For  he  doth  not  afflict 
willingly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men.     To  crulh  under 
his  feet  all  the  prifoners  of  the  earth,  to  turn  afide  the  right 
of  a  man  before  the  face  of  the  moft  High.    To  fubvert  a 
man  in  his  caufe,  the  Lord  approveth  not.     Who  is  lie  that 
faith,  and  it  cometh  topafs,  when  the  Lord  commandeth  it 
not?  out  of  the  mouth  of  the   moft  High  proceedeth  not 
evil  and  good?  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a 
man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fins?  Let  us  fearch  and  try 
our  ways,  and  turn  again  to  the  Lord.     Let  us  lift  up  our 
heart  with  our  hands  unto  God  in  the  heavens.     We  have 
tranfgrelfed   and   have  rebelled,    thou   haft    not    pardoned. 
Thou 'haft  covered   with   anger,  and  perfecuted  us:  thou 
haft  flain,  thou  haft  not  pitied.     Thou  haft  covered  thyfelf 
with  a  cloud,  that   our  prayer  fhould  not  pafs   through. 
Thou  haft  made  us  as  the  off-fcouring  and  refufe  in  the 

mid  ft 
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midft  of  thtf  people.     All  our  enemies  have  opened  their 
mouths  againft  us.     Fear  and  a  Inare  is  come  upon  us,  de- 
foliation   and  deftru£tion.     Mine   eye   runneth  down  with 
rivers  of  water,  for  the  deftru6tion  of  the  daughter  of  my 
people.     Mine  eye  trickleth  down,  and  ceafeth  not,  without 
any    intermiffion :    till  the  Lord  look  down,    and  behold 
from  heaven.    Mine  eye  aftecleth  mine  heart,  becaufe  of  all 
the  daughters  of  my  city.    Mine  enemies  chafed  me  lore  like 
a  bird,  without  caufe,     They  have  tut  off  my  life  in  the 
dungeon,  and  caft  a  ftone  upon  me.     Waters  flowed  over 
mine  head,  then  I  faid,  I  am  cut  off.     I  called  upon  thy 
name,  O  Lord,  out  of  the  low  dungeon.     Thou  haft  heard 
my  voice,  hide  not  thine  ear  at  my  breathing,  at  my  cry. 
Thou  dreweft  near  in  the  day  that  I  called  upon  thee  :  thou 
iaidft,  Fear  not.     O  Lord,  thou  haft  pleaded  the  caufes  of 
my  foul,  thou  haft  redeemed  my  life.     O  Lord,  thou  haft 
feen    my   wrong,   judge  thou  my  caufe.     Thou  haft  feen 
all  their  vengeance ;  and  all  their  imaginations  againft  me. 
Thou  haft  heard  their  reproach,  O  Lord,  and  all  their  ima- 
ginations   againft   me ;     the   lips    of    thole    that     rofe  up 
againft  me,  and  their  device  againft  me  all  the  day.     Be- 
hold their  fitting  down,  and  their  riling   up,   I  am  their 
mulic.     Render  unto  them  a  recompence,  O  Lord,  accord- 
ing to  the  work  of  their  hands.     Give  them  ibrrow  of  heart, 
thy  curfe  unto  them.     Perfecute  and  deftroy  them  in  anger, 
from  under  the  heavens  of  the  Lord. 

Lamentations  3J  chapter. 


Zion  bewdileth  and  confeffeth  her  Jins. 

H  O  W  is  the  gold  become  dim ;  how  is  the  moft  fine 
gold  changed  ;  the  ftones  of  the  fanauary  are  poured  out  in 
the  top  of  every  ftreet.  The  p.ecious  fons  of  Zion,  com- 
parable to  fine  gold,  how  are  they  elteemtd  as  earthen 
pitchers,  the  work  of  the  hands  of  the  potter !  Even  the 
lea-monfters  draw  out  the  breaft,  they  give  fuck  to  their 
young  ones  :  the  daughter  of  my  people  is  become  cruel, 
like  the  oftriches  in  the  wildernefs.  The  tongue  of  the 
fucking  child  cleaveth  to  the  roof  of  his  mouth  for  thirft : 
the  young  children  afk  bread,  and  no  man  breaketh  it  unto 
them.  They  that  did  feed  delicately,  are  defolate  in 
the  ftreets :  they  that  were  brought  up  in  fcarlet,  embrace 
dunghills.  Forthepunifhment  of  the  iniquity  of  the  daughter 

of 
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of  my  people,  is  greater  than   the  punifhment  of  the  fin 
ot  Sodom,  that  was   overthrown   as   in  a  moment,  and  no 
hands  frayed  on  her.     Her  Nazarites  v/ere  purer  than  fnow, 
they  were  whiter  than  milk,  they  were  more  ruddy  in  body 
than  rubies,  their  polifhing  was  of  fapphire.     Their  vifage 
is  blacker  than  a  coal:  they  are  not  known  in  the  ftreets  : 
their  fkin  cleaveth  to  their  bones:  it  is  withered,  it  is  be- 
come like  a   ftick.     They  that  be  flain  with  the  fword,   are 
better  than  they  that  be  flain  with  hunger :  for  thefe  pine 
away,  ftricken  through  for  want  of  the  fruits  of  the  field. 
The  hands  of  the  pitiful  women  have  fodden  their  own  chil- 
dren, they  were  their  meat  in  the  deftruction  of  the  daughter 
of  my  people.     The  Lord  hath  accomplished  his  fury,  he 
hath  poured  out  his  fierce  anger.,  and  hath  kindled  a  fire  in 
Zion,  and  it  hath  devoured  the  foundations  thereof.     The 
kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  would 
not  have  believed,  that  the  adverfary  and  the  enemy  fhould 
have  entered   into  the  gates  of  Jerufalem.     For  the  fins  of 
her  prophets,  and  the  iniquities  of  her  priefts,  that  have  fhed 
the  blood  of  the  jufl  in  the  midft:  of  her;  they  have  wan- 
dered as  blind  men  in  the  ftreets,  they  have  polluted  them- 
felves  with  blood,  fo  that  the  men  could  not  touch  their  gar- 
ments.    They  cried  unto  them,  Depart  ye,  it  is  unclean, 
depart,  depart,  touch  not,  when  they  fled  away  and  wan- 
dered:  they  laid  among  the  heathen,  They  fhall  no  more 
iojoum  there.     The  anger  of  the  Lord  hath  divided  them, 
he  will  no  more  regard  them :  they  refpe&ed  not  the  perfons 
of  the  priefts,  they  favoured  not  the  elders.     As  for  us,  our 
eyes  as  yet  failed  for  our  vain  help :  in"  our  watching  we 
have  watched  for  a  nation   that,  could  not  fave  us.     They 
hunt  our  fteps  that  we  cannot  go  in  our  ftreets :  our  end  is 
near,  our  days  are  fulfilled,  for  our  end  is  come.     Our  per- 
secutors are  iwifter  than  the  eagles  of  the  heaven  :  they  pur- 
sued us  upon  the  mountains,  they  laid  wait  for  us  in  the 
wildernefs.     The  breath  of  our  noftrils,   the  anointed  of 
the  Lord  was  taken  in  their  pits,  of  whom  we  faid,  Under 
(hado'v  we  {hall  live  among  the  heathen.     Rejoice,   and 
be  glad,  O  daughter  of  Edoin,  that  dwelled  in  the  land  of 
Uz;  the  cun  alio  fhall   pafs  through  unto  thee  :  thou  (halt 
be  drunken,  and  (halt  make  thyfelf  naked.     The  puniih- 
roent  of  thine  iniquity  is  accomplifhed,  O  daughter  of  Zion, 
•.ill  no  move  carry  thee  away  into  captivity:    he  will 
Hit  thine  iniquity,  O  daughter  of  Edoin,   he  will  difcovcr 
•.by  fins.  Lamentations  4th  chapter. 

Pitiful 
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Pitiful  complaint  of  Zion. 
REMEMBER,  O  Lord,  what  is  come  upoils;  con- 
fider  and  behold  our  reproach.     Our  inheritance  isurned  to 
ftrangew,  our  houfes  to  aliens.     We  are  orphamancl  fa_ 
therlefs,  our  mothers  are  as  widows.     We  have  dru.-ren  ouT 
water  for  money  :  our  wood  is  fold  unto  us.     Our  ru.^  are 
under  perfecution :  we  labour  and  have  no  reft.     W«.  1iave 
given  the  hand  to  the  Egyptians,  and  to  the  Affyrians,  ^^e 
iatisficd  with  bread.     Our  lathers  have  finned,  and  are  ,otr 
and  we  have  borne  their  iniquities.    Servants  have  ruled  over 
tapt    there  is  none  that  cloth  deliver  us  out  of  their  hat  a. 
We  gat  our  bread  with  the  peril  of  our  lives,  becaufe  of  tiie 
fword  of  the  wildernefs.     Our  (kin  was  black  like  an  oven, 
becaufe  of  the  terrible  famine.     They  ravilhed  the  women 
in  Zion,  and  the  maids  in  the  cities  of  Judah.     Princes  are 
hanged  up  by  their  hand  :  the  faces  of  elders  were  not  ho- 
noured.    They   took  the   young  men  to   grind,  and  the 
children  fell  under  the  wood.     The  elders  have  ceafed  from 
the  gate,  the  young  men  from  their  mufic.     The  joy  of  our 
heart  is  ceafed  :    our  dance  is  turned  into  mourning.      The 
crown  is  fallen  from  our  head  :  woe  unto  us  that  we  have  iin- 
ned  !     For  this  our  heart  is  faint ;  for  thefe  things  our  eyes 
are  dim.     Becaufe  of  the  mountain  of  Zion,  which  isdefo- 
late,  the  foxes  walk  upon  it.     Thou,  O  Lord,  remained 
for  ever  ;  thy  throne  from  generation  to  generation.  Where- 
fore dofl  thou  forget  us  for  ever,  and   forfake  us  fo   long 
time?     Turn  thou  us  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  and  we  lhall  be 
turned  :  renew  our  days  as  of  old.     But  thou  haft  utterly  re- 
jected us  ;  thou  art  very  wroth  againft  us. 

Lamentations  5//1  chapter.  ; 

There  are  alfo  many  palTages,  fays  the  celebrated  Lowth, 
rial  mod  admirable  poem,  which  bears  the  name  of  Job, 
deferving  to  be  accounted  legitimate  elegies:  and  indeed  I 
do  not  know  any  more  perfect  fpecimens  of  this  fpecies  of 
compofition  ;  fo  completely  are  the  inmoft  recedes  of  forrow 
difplayed,  and  the  remoteft  fountains  of  pity  explored  and 
laid  open. — They  are  exquifitetrea/ures,  which  the  Mufe  of 
Sorrow  might  legally  claim  as  her  own,  were  fhedifpofed  to 
afiert  her  rigid  rights. 

The  elegies  this  good  bifhop  alludes  to  are  thefe  that  fol- 
low. 


Job 
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Job  curfeth  the  day  of  his  birth. 
LET  tr^ie  day  perifh  wherein  I  was  born,  and  the  night 
in  which  ii;t  was  faid,  There  is  a  man  child  conceived.     Let 
that  day  t),,e  darknefs:  let  not  God  regard  it  from  above,  nei- 
ther let  t|ne  light  fhine  upon  it.  Let  darknefs  and  the  fhadow 
of  deathd,i  ftain  it ;    let  a  cloud  dwell  upon  it,  let  the  black* 
nefs  o[«  the  day  terrify  it.     As  for  that  night,   let  darknefs 
1eize>rupon  it ;  let  it  not  be  joined  unto  the  days  of  the  year, 
let  itt*  not  come  into  the  number  of  the  months.     Lo,  let 
that,,,  night  be  folitary,  let  no  joyful  voice  come  therein.    Let 
the^m  curfe  it  that  curie  the  day,  who  are  ready  to  raife  up 
th^ir  mourning.     Let  the  ftars  of  the  twilight  thereof  be 
<fark  ;  let  it  look  for  light,  but  have  none,  neither  let  it  fee 
the  dawning  of  the  day :    becaufe  it  (hut  not  up  the  doors  of 
my  mother's  womb,  nor  hid  forrow  from  mine  eyes.     Why 
diedlnot  from  the  womb?  Why  did  I  not  give  up  the  ghoft 
when  I  came  out  of  the  belly?    Why  did  the  knees  prevent 
me?  or  why  the  breafts  that  I  (hould  fuck?  For  now  fhould 
I  have  lain  ftill,  and  been  quiet,  I  (hould  have  flept  :  then 
had  1  been  at  reft,  with  kings  and  couufellors  of  the  earth, 
which  built  defolate  places  for  themfelves ;    or  with  princes 
that  had  gold,  who  filled  their  houfes  with  filver:  or  as  an 
hidden  untimely  birth  I  had  not  been  ;  as  infants  which  never 
faw  light.      There  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling;    and 
there  the  weary  beat  reft.    There  the  prifoners reft  together ; 
they  hear  not  the  voice  of  the  oppreffor.     The  fmall  and 
great  are  there ;    and  the  fervant  is  free  from  his  mafter. 
Wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  mifery,  and  life 
unto  the  bitter  in  foul ;  which  long  for  death,  but  it  cometh 
not ;  and  dig  for  it  more  than  for  hid  treafures  ;  which  re- 
joice exceedingly,   and  are  glad,    when  they  can  find  the 
grave  ?     Why  is  light  given  to  a  man  whole  way  is  hid,  and 
whom  God  hath  hedged  in?     For  my  fighing  cometh  before 
I  eat,  and  my  roarings  are  poured  out  like  the  waters.     For 
the  thing  which  I  greatly  feared  is  come  upon  me,  and  that 
which  1  was  afraid  of  is  come  unto  me.     I  was  not  in  fafety, 
neither  had  I  reft  neither  was  I  quiet ;  yet  trouble  came. 

Job  3  chapter,  3 — 26. 


Jobjujlifieth  his  complaint. 

OH,  that  my  grief  were  throughly  weighed,  and  my  ca- 
lamity laid  in  the  balances  together!  For  now  it  would  be 
heavier  than  the  land  of  the  iea :   therefore  my  words  are 

iwallowed 
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fwallowed  up.     For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within 
me,  the  poifon  whereof  drinketh  up  my  fpirit :  the  terrors 
bf  God  do  fet  themtelves  in   array  againft  me.     Doth  the 
wild  afs  bray  when  he  hath  gr&fs  ?  or  loweth  the  ox  over  his 
fodder?   Can  that  which  is  unfavoury  be  eaten  without  fait? 
or  is  there  any  tafte  in  the  white  of  an  egg  ?    The  things  that 
my  foul  refilled  to  touch  are  as  my  forrowful  meat.     O  that 
1  might  have  my  requeft !  and  that  God  would  grant  me  the 
thing  that  I  long  for !  Even  that  it  would  pleafe  God  todeftroy 
me  ;  that  he  woulti  let  loofe  his  hand,  and  cut  me  off! 
Then   fhould   I  yet   have  comfort,    yea,   I  would   harden 
myfelf  in  forrow :    let  him  not  fpare ;    for  I  have  not  con- 
cealed the  words  of  the  Holy  One.     What  is  my  ftrength, 
that  I  fhould  hope  ?  and  what   is  mine  end,    that  I  Ihould 
prolong  my  life  ?     Is  my  ftrength  the  ftrength  of  ftones  ?  or 
is  my  flefh  of  brafs?     Is  not  my  help  in  me  ?  and  is  wifdom 
driven  quite  from  me?     To  him  that  is  afflicted  pity  fhould 
be  fhewed  from  his  friend ;  -"but  he  forfaketh  the  fear  of  the 
Almighty^.     My  brethren  have  dealt  deceitfully  as  a  brook, 
and  as  the  ftream  of  brooks  they  pafs  away ;  which  areblack- 
ifh  by  reafon  of  the  ice,  and  wherein  the  fnow  is  hid  :  what 
time  they  wax  warm,  they  vanilh  :   vvhenit  is  hot,  they  are 
confumed  out  of  their  place.     The  paths  of  their  way  are 
turned  afide  ;  they  go  to  nothing,  and  perifh.     The  troops 
of  Tenia  looked,  the  companies  of  Sheba  waited  for  them. 
They  were  confounded,  becaufe  they  had  hoped  ;  they  came 
thither,  and  were  afhamed.     For  now  ye  are  nothing  ;  ye 
fee  my  cafting  down,  and  are  afraid.     Did  I  fay,  Bring  unto 
me?  or  give  a  reward  for  me  of  your  fubftance?    Or  deliver 
me  from  the  enemy's  hand  ?  or  redeem  me  from  the  hand  of 
the  mighty?     Teach  me,  and  I  will  hold  my  tongue:  and 
caufe  me  to  underftand  wherein  I  have  erred.     How  forcible 
are  right  words !  but  what  doth  your  arguing  prove  ?     Do  ye 
imagine  to  reprove  words,    and  the  fpeeches  of  one  tha.t  is 
defperate,  which  are  as  wind  ?     Yea,  ye  overwhelm  the  fa- 
therlefs,  and  ye  dig  a  pit  for  your  friend.     Now  therefore  be 
content,  look  upon  me:  for  it  is  evident  unto  you  if  I  lie. 
Return,  I  pray  you,  let  it  not  be  iniquity;    yea,  return 
again  ;  my  righteoufnefs  is  in  it.     Is  there  iniquity  in  my 
tongue?  cannot  my  tafte  difcern  perverle  things? 

Is  there  not  an  appointed  time  to  man  upon  earth?  are 
not  his  days  alio  like  the  days  of  an  hireling?  As  a  fervant 
earneftlydelireth  thefhadow,  and  as  an  hireling  looketh  for 
the  reward  of  his  work  :  fo  am  I  made  to  poilefs  months  of 
vanity,  and  wcarifome  nights  are  appointed  to  me.    When 

Hie 
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I  lie  down,  I  fay,  When  (hall  I  arife,  and  the  night  be  gone  ? 
and  I  am  full  of  toflingsto  and  fro  unto  the  dawning  of  the 
day.     My  flefh  is  clothed  with  worms  and  clods  of  dull  ;  my 
Ikin  is  broken,  and  become  loathfome.     My  diys  are  fwifter 
than  a  weaver's  fhuttlc,  and  are  fpent  without  hope.     O  re- 
member that  my  life  is  wind  :  mine  eye  fhall  no  more  fee 
good.     The  eye  of  him  that  hath  feen  me,  fhall  fee  me  no 
more:  thine  eyes  are  upon  me,  and  I  am  not.     As  the  cloud 
is  confumed,  and  vanifheth  away  :  fo  he  that  goethdown  to 
the  grave  fhall  come  up  no  more.     He  fhall  return  no  more 
to  his  houfe,  neither  fhall  his  place  know  him  any  more. 
Therefore  I  will  not  refrain  my  mouth;  I  will  fpeak  in  the 
anguifh  of  my  fpirit :  I  will   complain  in  the  bitternefs  of 
my  foul.     Am  I  a  fea,  or  a  whale,  that  thou  fetteft  a  watch. 
over  me  ?     When  I  fay,  My  bed  fhall  comfort  me,  my  co 
fhall  eale  my  complaint :  then  thou  fcarefl  me  with  dreams 
and  terrifieft  me  through  vifions;  fo  that  my  foul  choofeth 
flrangling,  and  death  rather  than  my  life.  I  loath  it :  I  would 
not  live  alway  :  let  me  alone  ;  for  my  days  are  vanity.  What 
is  man,  that  thou  fhouldeft  magnify  him  ?    and  that   thou 
fhouldeft  fet  thine  heart  upon  him?  And  that  thou  fhouldeft 
vifit    him    every    morning,   and  try  him   every  moment  •! 
How  long  wilt  thou  not  depart  from  me,  nor  let  me  alontr 
till  I  f wallow  down  my  fpittle?     I  have  finned,  what  fhall  I 
do  unto  thee,  O  thou  preferver  of  men?  why  haft  thou  let 
me  as  a  mark  againft  thee,  fo  that  I  am  a  burden  to  myfelf. 
And  why  doft  thou  not  pardon  my  tranfgreflion,  and  take 
away  mine  iniquity  ?  for  now  fhall  I  fleep  in  the  dufl ;  and 
thou  fhalt  feek  me  in  the  morning,  but  I  (hall  not  be. 

Job  6  chapter  1  veije  to  the  end  of  the  7th  chapter. 


Job  cxpoflulateth  with  God  and  complaineth  of  life. 
M  Y  foul  is  weary  of  my  life  ;    I  will  leave  my  complaint 
upon  myfelf ;  I  will  fpeak  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul.     I 
will  fay  unto  God,  Do  not  condemn  me;  (hew  me  where- 
fore thou  contended  with  me.     It    is  good  unto  thee  that 
thou  fhouldeft  opprefs,  that  thou  fhouldefi  defpile  the  work 
ot  thine  hands,  and  fhine  upon  the  counfel  of  the  wicki 
Haft  thou  eyes  of  flefh  ?  or  feefl  thou  as  man  feeth?     Are 
thy  days  as   the  days  of  man?  are  thy  years  as  man's  days. 
that  thou  enquired  after  mine  iniquity,    and  fearcheft  at'tu 
my  fin?     Thou  knoweft  that  I  am  not  wicked  ;  and   then 
is  none  that  can  deliver  out  of  thine  hand.     Thine  hands 

have 
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have  made  me  and  fafhioned  me  together  round  about  ;  yet 
thou  doft  deftroy  me.  Remember,  I  befeech  thee,  that 
thou  haft  made  me  as  the  clay,  and  wilt  thou  bring  me  into 
duft  again  ?  Haft  thou  not  poured  me  out  as  milk,  and 
curdled  me  likecheefeV  Thou  haft  clothed  me  with  {kin 
and  flefh,  and  haft  fenced  me  with  bones  and  fmews.  Thou 
haft  granted  me  life  and  favour,  and  thy  vifitation  hath  pre- 
ierved  my  ipirit.  And  thefe  things  haft  thou  hid  in  thine 
heart;  I  know  that  this  is  with  thee.  If  I  fin,  then  thou 
markeftme,  and  thou  wilt  not  acquit  me  from  mine  iniquity. 
If  I  be  wicked,  woe  unto  me !  and  if  I  be  righteous,  yet  will 
1  not  lift  up  my  head :  I  am  full  of  confufion  ;  therefore  fee 
thou  mine  affliction :  for  it  increafeth  :  thou  hunteft  me  as  a 
fierce  lion  ;  and  again  thou  fheweft  thyfelf  marvellous  upon 
me.  Thou  reneweft  thy  witneffes  againft  me,  and  increaftft 
thine  indignation  upon  roe  ;  changes  and  war  are  againft  me. 
Wherefore  then  haft  thou  brought  me  forth  out  of  the  womb  ? 

0  that  I  had  given  up  the  ghoft,  and  no  eye  had  ieen  me! 

1  fhould  have  been  as  though  I  had  not  been,  I  fhould  have 
been  carried  from  the  womb  to  the  grave.  Are  not  my  days 
few?  ceafe  then,  and  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  take  comfort 
a  little,  before  I  go  whence  I  (hall  not  return,  even  to  the 
land  of  darknefs,  and  the  fhadow  of  death  ;  a  land  of  dark- 
nefs,  as  darknefs  itfelf;  and  of  the  fhadow  of  death  ;  without 
any  order,  and  where  the  light  is  as  darknefs. 

Job  10th  chapter. 


Ike  injlabiUties  of  human  life. 
MAN  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  few  days,  and  full  cf 
trouble.  He  cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down; 
he  fleeth  alfo  as  a  fhadow,  and  continueth  not.  And  doft 
thou  open  thine  eyes  upon  fuch  an  one,  and  bringeft  me 
into  judgment  with  thee  ?  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  but 
of  an  unclean  ?  Not  one.  Seeing  his  days  are  determinrxl, 
the  number  of  his  months  are  with  thee,  thou  haft  appointed 
his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pal's  :  turn  from  him,  that  he  may 
reft,  till  he  fhall  accomplifh,  as  an  hireling,  his  day.  For 
there  is  hope  of  a  tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  fprout 
again,  and  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not  ceafe. 
Though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earth,  andtheftock 
thereof  die  in  the  ground  ;  yet  through  the  fcent  of  water  il 
will  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a  plant.  But  man  dieth 
and  wafteth  away:  yea.  man  gi'.eth  up  the  ghoft,  aird  whefce 
is  be?     A  h\\  horn  the  lea,  and  the  flood  de- 

1  ftli 
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cayeth  and  driethup:  io  man  lictli  down,  and  rifeth  not 
till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  (hall  not  awake  nor  be 
raifed  out  of  their  flecp.  O  that  thou  wouldeft  hide  nie  in 
the  grave,  that  thou  wouldeft  keep  me  fecret,  until  thy  wrath 
be  part;  that  thou  wouldeft  appoint  me  a  let  time,  and 
remember  me!  It  a  man  die;  (hall  he  live  again  r  all  the 
days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change  come. 
Thou  (halt' cull,  and  I  will  anfwei  thee:  ihou  wilt  have  a 
defire  to  the  work  of  thine  hands.  For  now  thou  numbered 
my  deps,  dod  thou  not  watch  over  my  fin  ?  My  tranf- 
greflion  is  fealed  up  in  a  bag,  and  thou  lowed  up  mine  ini- 
quity. And  finely  the  mountain  tailing  cometh  to  nought: 
and  the  rock  is  removed  out  of  his  place.  The  waters  wear 
the  (tones  :  thou  w  a  (lied  away  the  things  which  grow  out  of 
the  dud  of  the  earth,  and  thou  dedroyed  the  hope  of  man. 
Thou  prevailed  for  ever  againd  him,  and  'he  palleth  :  thou 
changed  his  countenance,  and  fended  him  away.  His  Cons 
come  to  honour,  and  he  knoweth  it  not;  and  they  are 
brought  low,  but  he  perceiveth  it  not  of  them.  But  his 
flefh  upon  him  (hall  have  pain,  and  his  foul  within  him  (hall 
mourn.  Job  14th  chapter. 


Job  Jhtweth  his  calamity  and  appealeth  to  God. 

BUT  now  he  hath  made  me  weary:  thou  had  made 
defolate  all  my  company.  And  thou  had  filled  me  with 
wrinkles,  which  is  a  witnefs  againd  me  ;  and  my  leanneis 
riling  up  in  me  beareth  witnefs  to  my  face.  He  teareth  me 
in  his  wrath,  who  hateth  me:  he  gnafheth  upon  me  with 
his  teeth  ;  mine  enemy  fharpeneth  his  eyes  upon  me.  They 
have  gaped  upon  me  with  their  mouth,  they  have  fmitten 
me  upon  the  cheek  reproachfully,  they  have  gathered  them- 
felves  together  againd  me.  God  hath  delivered  me  to  the 
ungodly,  and  turned  me  over  into  the  hands  of  the  wicked. 
I  was  at  eale,  but  he  hath  broken  me  afunder:  he  hath 
alfo  taken  me  by  my  neck,  and  (haken  me  to  pieces,  and 
let  me  up  for  his  mark.  His  arches  compafs  me  round 
about,  he  cleaveth  my  reins  afunder,  and  doth  not  (pare  ; 
he  poureth  out  my  gall  upon  the  ground.  He  breaketh  me 
with  breach  upon  breach,  he  runneth  upon  me  like  a  giant. 
I  have  fewed  fackcloth  upon  my  (kin,  and  defiled  my  horn 
in  the  dud.  My  face  is  foul  with  weeping,  and  on  my  eye- 
lids is  the  (hadow  of  death:  not  for  any  injuftice  in  mine 
hands:  alfo  my  prayer  is  pure.    O  earth,  cover  not  thou 

my 
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nty  blood,  and  let  my  cry  have  no  phce.  Alfo  now,  behold, 
my  witnefs  is  in  heaven,  and  my  record  is  on  high.  My 
friends  fcorrc  me ;  but  mine  eye  poureth  out  tears  unto 
Cod.  O  that  one  might  plead  for  a  man  with  God,  as  a 
man  pleadeth  for  his  neighbour !  When  a  lew  years  are 
come,  then  I  fhall  go  the  way  whence  I  (hall  not  return. 

My  breath  is  corrupt,  my  days  are  extinct,  the  graves  are 
ready  for  me.  Are  there  not  mockers  with  me?  and  doth 
not  mine  eye  continue  in  their  provocation?  Lay  down 
now,  put  me  in  a  ftirety  with  thee;  who  is  he  that  will 
ftrike  hands  with  me?  For  thou  haft  hid  their  heart  from 
underftanding  :  therefore  (halt  thou  not  exalt  them.  He 
that  ipeakelh  flattery  to  his  friends,  even  the  eyes  of  his 
children  fhall  fail.  He  hath  made  me  alfo  a  by-word  of 
the  people,  and  afore-time  I  was  as  a  tablet.  Mine  eye  alfo 
is  dim  by  reafon  of  i'orrow,  and  all  my  members  are  as  a 
fhadow.  Upright  men  fhall  be  aftonifhed  at  this,  and  the 
innocent  (hall  ftir  up  himfelf  againft  the  hypocrite.  The 
righteous  alio  fhall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean 
hands  fhall  be  ftronger  and  ft  longer.  But  as  for  you  all,  do 
ye  return  and  come  now  :  for  1  cannot  find  one  wife  man 
among  you.  My  days  are  paft,  my  purpofes  are  broken  off, 
even  the  thoughts  of  my  heart.  They  change  the  night 
into  day:  the  light  is  fhort,  becaufe  ofdarknefs.  If  I  wait, 
the  grave  is  mine  houfe:  I  have  made  my  bed  in  the  dark- 
nefs.  I  have  faid  to  corruption,  Thou  art  my  father :  to 
the  worm,  Thou  art  my  mother,  and  my  fifter.  And  where 
is  now  my  hope?  as  for  my  hope,  who  fhall  fee  it?  They 
fhill  go  down  to  the  bars  of  the  pit,  when  our  reft  together 
is  in  the  duft.  Job  16 — 7  to  the  end  of  the  17th  chapter. 


Job's  mijery  reprefented, 

H  OW  long  will  ye  vex  my  foul,  and  break  me  in  pieces 
with  words?  Thefe  ten  times  have  ye  reproached  me:  ye 
are  not  alhamed  that  ye  make  yourieives  ftrange  to  me. 
And  be  it  indeed  that  I  have  erred,  mine  error  remaimth 
with  myfelf.  If  indeed  ye  will  magnify  yourieives  againft 
me,  and  plead  againft  me  my  reproach :  know  now  that 
God  hath  overthrown  me,  and  hath  compaffed  me  with  his 
net.  Behold,  I  ciy  out  of  wrong,  but  I  am  not  heard:  I 
cry  aloud,  but  there  is  no  judgment.  He  hath  fenced 
up  my  way  that  1  cannot  pals,  and  he  hath  fet  darknefs  in 
He  hath  ftripped  me  of  my  glory,  and  taken  the 

Vol.  I[[.  Q  crown 
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crown  from  my  head.  Tie  hath  defrroyed  me  on  every 
tide,  and  1  am  gone  :  and  mine  hope  hath  he  removed  like 
a  tree.     He  hath  alfp  kindled  his  wrath  againft  me,  am 

countelh  me  unto  him,  as  one  of  his  enemies.  His  troops 
come  together,  and  raife  up,  their  way  againft:  me,  and 
encamp  round  about  my  tabernacle.  He  hath  put  my 
brethren  far   in  md   mine   acquaintance  are  va 

eftranged  from  me.  My  kinsfolk  have  failed,  and  my  fa- 
miliar friend^  have  forgotten  me.  They  that  dwell  in  mine 
houfe,  and  my  maids,  count  me  for  a  ftranger:  I  am  an  alien 
in  their  fight.  I  cdled  my  fervant,  and  he  gave  me  no 
anfwer :  I  entreated  him  with  my  mouth.  My  breath  is 
ftrange  to  my  wife,  though  I  entreated  for  the  children's  fake 
of  mine  own  body.  Yea,  young  children  defpifed  me;  I 
arofe,  and  they  f'pake  againft  me.  All  my  inward  fiiends 
abhorred  me :  and  they  whom  I  loved  have  turned  againft 
me.  My  bone  cleaveth  to  my  Ikin,  and  to  my  iiefh, 
and  1  am  efcaped  with  the  fkin  of  my  teeth.  Have  pity 
upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends,  for 
the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me.  Why  do  ye  per- 
fecute  me  as  God,  and  are  not  latisfied  with  my  fleih? 
Oh,  that  my  words  were  now  written,  oh  that  they  were 
printed  in  a  book  !  That  they  were  graven  with  an  iron  pen 
and  lead  in  the  rock  for  ever!  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  that  he  (hall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
earth.  And  though  alter  my  (kin  worms  deftioy  this  body, 
yet  in  my  ftefh  fhall  I  fee  God :  whom  I  lhall  fee  for  myfelf, 
and  mine  eyes  (hall  behold,  and  not  another  ;  though  my 
reins  be  confumed  within  me.  But  ye  Ihould  fay,  Why 
persecute  we  him,  feeing  the  root  of  the  matter  is  found  in 
me?  L>c  yeafrajd  of  the  fword  :  for  wrath  bringeth  the 
punifhments  of  the  fword,  that  yc  may  know  there  is  a 
judgment.  Job  19.  2 — 29. 


Job  bemoaneth  his  former  profperity, 
OH,  that  I  were  as  in  months  pad,  as  in  the  days  when 
God  6referved  me:  when  his  candle  fhined  upon  my  head, 
and  when  by  his  light  I  walked  through  darknefs:  as  I  was 
in  the  days  of  my  youth,  when  the  fecret  of  God  was  upon 
my  tabernacle :  when  tl  e  Almrghty  was  yet  with  me,  when 
my  children  out  me:   when  I  walhed  my  Heps  with 

butter,  and  the  rock  poured  me  out  rivers  oi  oil:  when-I  went 
out  to  the  gate,  through  the  City,  when  I  prepared  my  feat 
in  the  ftreet!  tin  nan  law  me,  and  hid  themfelves: 

and  the  aged  arofe,  ami  Rood  up.    The  princes   refrained 

talking, 
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talking,  and  laid  their  hand  on  their  mouth.  The  nobles 
held  their  peace,  and  their  tongue  cleaved  to  the  roof  of 
their  mouth.  When  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  bleifed  me  ; 
and  when  the  eye  law  me,  it  gave  witneis  to  me :  becaule 
I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherlefe,  and  him 
that  had  none  to  help  him.  The  bleffing  of  him  that  was 
ready  to  perifh,  came  upon  me:  and  I  caufed  the  widow's 
heart  to  fing  for  joy.  I  put  on  righteoufnefs,  and  it  clothed 
me  :  my  judgment  was  as  a  robe  and  a  diadem.  I  was  eyes 
to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame.  I  was  a  father  to 
the  poor  :  and  the  caufe  which  I  knew  not,  I  fearchedout. 
And  I  brake  the  jaws  of  the  wicked,  and  pluckt  the  fpoil 
out  of  his  teeth.  Then  I  faid,  I  lhall  die  In  my  neft,  and 
I  (hall  multiply  my  days  as  the  fand.  My  root  was  fpread 
out  by  the  waters,  and  the  dew  lay  all  night  upon  my  branch. 
My  glory  was  frelli  in  me,  and  my  bow  was  renewed  in  my 
hand.  Unto  me  men  gave  ear,  and  waited,  and  kept  filence 
at  my  couufel.  After  my  words  they  fpake  not  again,  and 
my  fpcech  dropped  upon  them.  And  they  waited  for  me 
as  for  the  rain,  and  they  opened  their  mouth  wide,  as  for  the 
latter  rain.  If  I  laughed  on  them,  they  believed  it  not,  and 
the  light  of  my  countenance  they  caft  not  down.  1  chofe 
out  their  way,  and  fat  chief,  and  dwelt  as  a  king  in  the 
army,  as  one  that  comforteth  the  mourners. 

Job  29,  2—25. 


Song  of  Mofes  at  the  Red-fea. 

I  will  fing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  glo- 
rioufly ,  the  horfe  and  his  rider  hath  he  thrown  into  the  fea. 
The  Lord  is  my  ftrength  and  fong,  and  he  is  become  my 
falvation  :  he  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  him  an  habi- 
tation ;  my  father's  God,  and  I  will  exalt  him.  The  Lord 
is  a  man  of  war  :  the  Lord  is  his  name.  Pharaoh's  chariots 
and  his  hoft  hath  he  caft  into  the  fea :  his  chofen  captains 
alfo  are  drowned  in  the  Red-fea.  The  depths  have  covered 
them  :  they  fank  into  the  bottom  as  a  ftone.  Thy  right 
hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power:  thy  right 
hand,  O  Lord,  hath  dallied  in  pieces  the  enemy.  And  in 
the  greatnels  of  thine  excellency  thou  haft  overthrown  them 
that  rofe  up  againft  thee :  thou  fenteft  forth  thy  wrath, 
which  confumed  them  as  flubble.  And  with  the  blaft  of 
thy  noftrils  the  waters  were  gathered  together:  the  Hoods 
flood  upright  as  an  heap,  and  the  depths  were  congealed  in 
thehe?.rt  of  the  fea.     The  enemy  laid,  I  will  purine,  I  Will 

Q  2  overtake, 
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overtake,  I  will  divide  the  fpoil:  my  luft  flul!  be  frtisfied 
upon  them,  I  will  draw  my  fword,  my  hand  (hall  deftroy 
them.     Thou   diclft  blow    with    thy  wind,  red 

them:  they  tank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters*  Who  is 
like  unto  thee,  OLord,  amon  Ids?  Who  is  like  thee, 

glorious   in  holinefs,    fearful  in    praifes,    doing   wondi 
Thou  ftretchedft  out  thy  right-hand,  the  earth  fwallo 
them.     Thou  in  thy  mercy  haft  led  forth  the  people  which 
thou  haft  redeemed:  thou  haft  guided  them  in  thy  ftrength 
unto  thy  holy  habitation.     The  people  (hall  hear  and    be 
•afraid  :  forrow  fhal!  t;.ke  hold  on  the  inhabitants  of  Palef; 
Then  the  dukes  of  Edom  (hall  be  amazed,  the  mighty  u 
of  Moab  trembling,  (hall  take  hold  upon  them  :   all  the  in- 
habitants of  Canaan  fhall  melt  away.     Feu  and  dread  ( 
fall  upon  them;  by  the  greatnefs  ol  thine  arm  they  fhall  be 
as  ftill  as  a  ftone:  till  thy  people  p^fs  over,  O  Lord,  till  the 
people  pa fs  over  which   thou   haft  purchated.     Thou  flint 
bring  them  in,  and  plant  them  in  the  mountain  of  thine  in- 
heritance, in  the  place,  O  Lord,   which  thou  haft  made 
thee  to  dwell  in  ;  in  the  fanetuary,  O  Lord,  which  tl 
have  eftablifhed.     The  Lord  fhall   reign  for  ever  and  e* 
For  thehorle  of  Pharaoh  went  in  with  his  chariots,  and  v 
his  horfemen  into  the  lea,  and  the  Lord  brought  again  the 
waters  of  the  feaupon  them  :  but  the  children  ot  Ifrjel  went 
on  dry-land  in  the  midft  of  the  fea.  Exodus  15.  1 — 19. 


Triumphant  foirg  of  an  Amwite  bard. 

WHEREFORE  they  that  fpeak  in  proverbs,  fay,  Come 
into  Heihbon ;  let  the  city  of  Sihon  be  built  and  prepared : 
for  there  is  a  rue  gone  out  of  Heihbon,  a  flame  from  the  city 
of  Sihon  :  it  hath  confirmed  Ar  of  Moab,  and  the  lords  of 
the  high  places  of  Arnon.  Woe  to  thee,  Moab  !  thou  art 
undone,  (J  people  of  Chemofh:  he  hath  given  his  ions  that 
elcaped,  and  his  daughters,  into  captivity  unto  Sihon  king 
of  the  Amorites.  We  have  (hot  at  them:  Heihbon  is  pe- 
rifhed  even  unto  Dibcn,  and  we  have  laid  them  wafL 
unto  Nophah,  which  reachcth  unto  Medeba. 

Numbers  21.  27 — 30. 


Mofcs's  (ongvf  mercy  at 

GIVE  en,  O  ye  heavens,  and   \  will  fpeak :  and  hear, 
O  earth,  the  words  61  my  moutfe.     My  doctrine  fhall  drop 

as 
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as  the  rain:  ray  fpeech  (ball  diftil  lew,  as  the  fmall 

rain  upon  the  tender  herb,  and  as  thelhowers  upon  the  graft: 
becaufe  I  will  publilh  the  nurne  of  the  Lord;    afcribe  ye 
greatnefs  unto  our  God.     He  is  the  Rock,  his  work  is  per- 
fect; for  ail  his  ways  are  judgment:    a  God  of  truth,  and 
without  iniquity,  juft  and  right  is  he.     They  have  corrupt- 
ed themfelves,  their  fpot   is  not  the  fpot   of  his  child; 
they  are  a  perverfe  and  crooked  generation.     Do  ye  thus  re- 
quite the  Lord,  O  foolifh  people  and  unwife  ?  Is  not  he  thy 
father  that  hath  bought  thee?  hath  he  not  made  thee  and 
1  Ihblifhcd  thee?     Remember  the  days  of  old,  conhder  the 
years  of  many  generations  :  afk  thy  father,  and  lie  will  fhew 
thee;  thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee.     When  the  mod 
High  divided  to  the  nations  their  inheritance,  when  he  fepa- 
rated  the  fons  of  Adam,  he  fet  the  bounds  of  the  people  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  the  children   of  Ifrael.     For  the 
Lord's  portion  is  his  people:  Jacob  is  the  lot  of  his  inherit- 
ance.    He  found  him  in  a  defert  land,  and  in  the  wafts 
howling  wildemefs ;  he  led  him  about,  he  inftruQed  him,  he 
kept  him  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.     As  an  eagle  ftirreth  up 
her  neft,   fiuttereth  over  her  young,  fpreadeth  abroad  her 
wings,  taketh  them,  beareth  them  on  her   wings:    fo  the 
Lord  alone  did  lead  him,  and  there  was  no  ftrange  God  with 
him.     He  made  him  ride  on   the  high  places  of  the  earth, 
that  he  might  eat  theincreafe  of  the  fields;  and  he  made  him 
to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  of  the  flinty  rock  ; 
butter  of  kine,  and  milk  of  fheep,  with  fat  of  lambs,  and 
rams  of  the  breed  of  Balhan,  and  goats  with  the  fat  of  kid- 
neys of  wheat  ;  and  thou  didfi  drink  the  pure  blood  of  the 
grape.     But  Jefhurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked  :  thou  art  waxen 
fat,  thou  art  grown   thick,  thou  art  covered  with  fatnefs : 
then  he  forfook  God  which  made  him,  and  lightly  efteemed 
the  Rock  of  his  falvation.     They  provoked  him  to  jealouly 
with  (trange  gods,  with  abominations  provoked  they  him  to 
anger.     They  facriheed  unto  devils,  not   to  God ;  to  gods 
whom  they  knew  not,  to  new  gods  that  came  newly  up,  whom 
your  fathers  feared  not.     Of  the  Rock  that  begat  thee  thou 
art  unmindful,  and  halt  forgotten  God   that  formed  thee. 
And  when  the  Lord  law  it,  he  abhorred  them,  becaufe   of 
the  provoking  of  his  fons,  and  of  his  daughters.     And   he 
,  I  wili  hide  my  face  from  them,  I  will  lee  what  their 
fliall  be :  for  they  are  a  very  froward  generation,  children 
in  whom  is  no  faith.     They  have  moved  me  to  jealouiy  with 
that  which  is  not  God  :  they  have  provoked  me  to  anger  with 
their  vanities:  and  1  will  move  them  to  jeal  a  thole 

Q  3  v>: 
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which  are  not  a  people.  I  will  provoke  them  to  anger  with 
a  fooliih  nation.  For  a  fire  is  kindled  in  mine  anger,  and 
fhall  burn  unto  the  loweft  hell,  and  fhall  confume  the  earth 
with  her  mcreafe,  and  fet  on  fire  the  foundations  of  the 
mountains.  I  will  heap  mifchiefs  upon  them,  I  will  fpend 
mine  arrows  upon  them.     They  (hall  be  hur  :'--r, 

and  devoured  with  burning  heat,  and  with  bittei  on  : 

I  will  alio  lend  the  teeth  oi  beafts  upon  thein,  with  the  | 
ion  ol  ferpents  of  the  dull.     The  fword  without,  and  ten 
within,  fhall  deftroy  both  the  young  man  and  the  vir  • 
the  fuckling  alio  with  the  man  of  grzfy  hairs.  I  laid,  I  woi 
fcattef  them  into  corners,  I  would  make  the  remembrance  of 
them  to  ceafe  horn  among  men  :  were   it  not  that  I  feared 
the  wrath  of  the  enemy,  left  their  adverfa lies  (hould  behave 
themfelves ftrangely,  and  left  they  Ihould  fay,  Our  hand  is 
high;  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  all  this.     For  they  are  a 
nation  void  of  counfel,  neither  is  there  any  underftanding 
in  them.     O  that  they  were  wife,  that  they  unclerftood  this, 
that  they  would  conlider  their  latter  end  !      flow  fhould  one 
chafe  athouland,  and  two  put  ten  thoufand  to  flight,  except 
their  Rock  had  fold  them,  and  the  Lord  had  (hut  them  up? 
For  their  rock  is  not  as  our  Rock,  even  our  enemies  them- 
felves being  judges.     For  their  vine  is  of  the  vine  of  Sodom, 
and  of  the  fields  of  Gomorrah:   their  grapes  are  grapes  of 
gall,  their  cinders  are  bitter:  their  wine  is  the  poilon  of 
dragons,  and  the  cruel  venom  of  afps.     Is  not  this  laid  Up 
in  ltore  with  me,  and  fealed  up  among  my  treafures?     To 
me  belongeth  vengeance,  and  recorriperice ;  their  foot  (hall 
Hide  in  due  time:  for  the  day  of  their  calamity  is  at  hand, 
and  the  things  that  fhall  come  upon  them  make  hafte.     For 
the  Lord  (hall  judge  his  people,  and  repent  hirafelf  for  his 
fervants,  when  he  feeth  that  their  power  is  gone,  and  there 
is  none  (hut  up  or  left.     And  he  fhall  fay,  Where  are  their 
gods,  their  rock  in  whom  they  trulled,  which  did  eat  the  fat 
of  their  facrifices,  and  drank  the  wine  of  their  drink  offer- 
ings ?  let  them  rife  up  and  help  you,  and  be  your  protection. 
See  now  that  I,  even  I,  am  he,  and  there  is  no  god  with  me: 
I  kill,  and  I  make  alive;   1   wound,  and  1  heal;  neither   is 
there  any  that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand.     For  1  lift  up 
my  hand  to  heaven,  and  fay,  I  live  for  ever.     If  I  whet  my 
glittering  fword,  and  mine  hand  take  hold  on  judgment;    I 
will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  will  reward  them 
that  hate  me.     I   will  make  mine  arrows  drunk  with  blood, 
and  my  fword  (lull  devour  flefh  ;  and  that  with  the  bloo^!  ol 
the  flam,  and  oi  the  captives  from  the  beginning  of  the  ie\« 

upon 
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upon  the  enemy.     Rejoice,  O  ye  nations,  with  his  people  : 
for  lie  will  avenge  the  blood  of  his  fervants,  and  will  « 
vengeance  to  Ins  adversaries,  and  will  be  merciful  unto  his 
Liid,  and  to  his  people.  Lh-ut.  32,  1 — 43. 


Song  of  Deborah  and  Bar  a';. 

PRAISE  ye  the  Lord  for  the  avenging  of  [frael,  when 
the  people  willingly  offered  themfelves.  Hear,  O  ye  kings : 
give  ear,  O  ye  princes:  I,  even  I  will  fing  unto  the  L 
I  will  frag  praile  to  the  Lord  God  of  I  frael.  Lord,  when 
thou  wen  tell  out  ofScir,  when  thou  marched  ft  out  of  the 
field  of  Edom,  the  eaith  trembled,  and  the  heavens  dropped, 
the  clouds  alio  dropped  water.  The  mountains  melted  from 
before  the  Lord,  even  that  Sinai  from  before  the  Lord  God 
ol  Ifrael.  In  the  days  of  Shamgar  the  fori  of  Anath,  in  the 
days  of  Jael,  the  highways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  ti 
Jers  walked  through  by-ways.  The  inhabitants  of  the  \ ' 
ceafed,  they  ceafed  in  Ifrael,  until  that  I  Deborah  aroie,  that 
I  aroie  a  mother  in  Ifrael.  They  chofe  new  gods;  then  was 
war  in  the  gates:  was  there  a  (hield  or  fpear  feen  among 
forty  thoufand  in  Ifrael?  My  heart  is  toward  the  governors 
of  Ifrael,  that  offered  themfelves  willingly  among  the  peo-* 
pie.  Blefs  ye  the  Lord.  Speak  ye  that  ride  on  white  aifes, 
ye  that  lit  in  judgment,  and  walk  by  the  way.  They  that 
are  delivered  from  the  noife  of  archers  in  the  place  ot  draw- 
ing water  ,*  there  (hall  they  rehearfe  the  righteous  acl$  of  the 
Lord,  even  the  righteous  acts  toward  the  inhabitants  of  his. 
villages  in  Ifrael :  then  fhall  the  people  of  the  Lord  go  down 
to  the  gates.  Awake,  awake,  Deborah :  awake,  awake, 
utter  a  foil g  :  arife,  Barak,  and  lead  thy  captivity  captive, 
thou  fon  of  Abinoarn.  Then  he  made  him  that  remaineth 
have  dominion  over  the  nobles  among  the  people  :  the  Lord 
made  me  have  dominion  over  the  mighty.  Out  of  Ephraim 
wis  there  a  root  of  them  againft  Amalek  ;  after  thee,  Benja- 
min, among  thy  people:  out  of  Machir  came  down  gover- 
nors, and  out  of  Zebulun,  they  that  handle  the  pen  of  the 
writer.  And  the  princes  of  lifachar  were  with  Deborah  ; 
even  lifachar,  and  alio  Barak  :  he  was  fent  on  foot  into  the 
valley.  Forthe  divilions  of  Reuben  there  were  great  thoughts 
of  heart.  Why  abodeft  thou  among  the.  fheep-folds  to  hear 
the  bleatings  ot  the  Hocks?  forthe  divifons  of  Reuben  there 
were  great  fearchingfi  ol  heart.  Gilead  abode  beyond  J< 
and  why  did  Dan  remain  in  (hips  ?  Afber  continued  on  the 

fea 
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feafhore,  and  abode  in  his  breaches.     Zebulun  and  Naphl 
were  a  people  that  jeoparded  their  lives  unto  the  death  In 
the  high  places  of  the  field.     The  kings  came  and  fought, 
then  fought  the  kings  of  Canaan  inTaanach  by  of 

Megiddo :  they  took  no  gain  of  money.  They  fought  from 
heaven  :  the  flars  in  their  courfes  fought  againft  Sifera.  The 
river  of  Kifhon  fwept  them  away,  I  ent  river,  the  ri- 

ver Kilhon:  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  trodden  down  ftrength. 

Then  were  the    horfe  hoofs   broken   by  the  means  of  the 
pranGngs,  the  pranfings  of  their  mighty  ones.     Curfe   ye 
Meroz,  faid  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  curie  ye  bitterly  the  in- 
habitants thereof:  becaufe  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty.     Die  fled 
above  women  Aral  I  Jael  the  wife  of  Heber  the  Kenite   be, 
bleflfed  fhall  fhe  be  above  women  in  the  tent.     He  afked  wa- 
ter, and  ihe  gave  him  milk;  fhe  brought  forth  butter  in  a 
lordly  dim.     She   put  her  hand  to  the  nail,  and  her  right 
hand  to  the  workmen's  hammer:  and  with  the  hammer  fhe 
fmote  Sifera  ;  fhe  fmote  off  his  head,  when  flie  had  pierced  and 
(trick-en  through  his  temples.     At  her  feet   he  bowed,  he 
fell :  where  he  bowed,  there  he  fell  down  dead.     The  mo- 
ther of  Sifera    looked  out  at  a  window,  and  cried   through 
the  lattels,  Why   is   his  chariot  fo   long  incoming?   why 
tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariots?     Her  wife  ladies  anfwered 
her,  yea,  (lie  returned  anfwer  to  herfelf,  have  the)'  not  (bed  :' 
hive  they  not  divided  the  prey  ;   to  every  man  a  dam  lei  or 
two  ;  to  Sifera  a  prey  of  divers  colours,  a  prey  of  divers  colour-, 
of  needlework,  of  divers  colours  of  needlework  on  both  fides, 
meet  for  the  necks  of  them  that  take  the  fpofl ?     So  let  all 
thine  enemies  perifh,  O  Lord  :  but  let  them  that  love  him  be 
as  the  fun  when  he  goeth  forth  in  his  might.  Judges  5 .  2 — 3 1 . 


Hannah's  fongt, 

MY  heart  rejoiceth  in  the  Lord,  mine  horn  is  exalted  in 
'•he  Lord:  my  mouth  is  enlarged  over  mine  enemies:  be- 
caufe I  rejoice  in  thy  faivation.  There  is  none  holy  as  the 
Lord:  for  there  is  none  betide  thee:  neither  is  there  any 
rock  like  our  God.  Talk  no  more  fo  exceeding  proudly  ; 
let  not  arrogancy  come  out  of  your  mouth  :  for  the  1  • 
a  God  (A  knowledge,  and  by  him  actions  are  weighed. 
bows  of  the  mighty  men  are  bioken  and  they  that  ftumbled 
are  girded  with  ftrength.  They  that  were  Full  have  hired  out 
-  for  bread  ,  and  they  that  were  hungry  ceafed  :   fo 

that 
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that  the  barren  hath  borne  feven  ;  and  {lie  that  hath  inanv 
children  is  waxed  feeble.  The  Lord  killeth  and  maketh 
alive:  he  bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  bringeth  up. 
The  Lord  maketh  poor,  and  maketh  rich  :  he  bringeth  low, 
and  lifteth  up.  He  raileth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  dud,  and 
Jifteth  up  the  beggar  from  the  dunghil,  to  fet  them  among 
princes,  and  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory  :  for 
the  pillars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord's,  and  he  hath  let  the 
world  upon  them.  He  will  keep  the  feet  of  his  faints,  and 
the  wicked  fhall  be  filent  in  darknefs:  for  by  ftrength  (hail 
no  man  prevail.  The  adverfaries  of  the  Lord  (hall  be  broken 
ro  pieces  :  out  of  heaven  fhall  he  thunder  upon  them  :  the 
Lord  (hall  judge  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  and  he  fhall  give 
ftrength  unto  his  king,  and  exalt  the  horn  of  his  anointed. 

1  Samuel  2.  1 — 10. 


Ifaialis  admonitory  fong  to  the  jfews. 

N  O  \V  will  I  fing  to  my  well  beloved  a  fong  of  my  be! 
touching  his  vineyard.  My  well  beloved  hath  a  vineyard  in 
a  very  fruitful  hill:  and  he  fenced  it,  and  gathered  out  the 
(tones  thereof,  and  planted  it  with  the  chbiceft  vine,  and 
built  a  tower  in  the  midft  of  it,  and  alio  made  a  wine-piels 
therein  :  and  he  looked  that  it  fhould  bring  forth  grapes,  and 
it  brought  forth  wild  grapes.  And  now,  ©  inhabitants  «f 
Jerufalem,  and  men  of  Judah,  judge  I  pray  you,  betwixt 
me  and  my  vineyard.  What  could  have  been  done  more  to 
my  vineyard,  that  I  have  not  clone  in  it?  wherefore  when  I 
looked  that  it  fhould  bring  forth  grapes,  brought  it  forth 
wild  grapes?  And  now  go  to;  I  will  tell  you  what  I  will 
do  to  my  vineyard  :  I  will  take  away  the  hedge  thereof,  and 
it  fhall  be  eaten  up;  and  break  down  the  wall  thereof,  and 
it  {hall  be  trodden  down:  and  I  will  lay  it  wafte  ;  it  fhall  not 
be  pruned,  nor  digged  ;  but  there  fhall  come  up  briers  and 
thorns:  I  will  alio  command. the  clouds. that  they  rain  no 
rain  upon  it.  For  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael,  and  the  men  of  Judah  his  pleafant  plant  : 
and  he  looked  for  judgment,  but  behold,  oppreffionj  for 
righteoufnefs,  but  behold,  a  cry.  Woe  unto  them  that 
join  houfe  to  houfe,  that  lay  field  to  field,  till  there  be  no 
place,  that  they  may  be  placed  alone  in  the  midft  oi  the 
earth  !  In  mine  ears,  laid  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Of  a  truth 
many  houfes  fhall  bedefolate,  even  great  and  fair,  without 
inhabitant.  Yea,  ten  acres  of  vineyard  fhall  yield  one  bath, 
and  the  feed  of  an  homer  fhall  yield  an  .     Woe  unto 

them 
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them  that  rife  up  early  in  the  morning  that  they  may  follow 
ftrong  drink,  that  continue  until  night  till  wine  inflame  them  ! 
And  the  harp  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and  pipe,  and  wine 
are  in  their  feafts  :  but  they  regard  not  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
neither  confider  the  operation  of  his  hands !  Therefore  my 
people  are  gone  into  captivity,  becaufe  they  have  no  know- 
ledge: and  their  honourable  men  are  famifhed,  and  their 
multitude  dried  up  with  thirft.  Therefore  hell  hath  enlarged 
herfelf,  and  opened  her  mouth  without  meafure:  and  their 
glory  and  their  multitude  and  their  pomp,  and  he  that  re- 
joiceth  fhall  defcend  into  it.  And  the  mean  man  {hall  be 
brought  down,  and  the  mighty  man  Ihall  be  humbled,  and 
the  eyes  of  the  lofty  fhall  be  humbled:  but  the  Lord  of 
hofts  (hall  be  exalted  in  judgment,  and  God  that  is  holyihall 
be  fan&ified  in  righteoufnefs.  Then  (hall  the  lambs  feed 
after  their  manner,  and  the  wafte  places  of  the  fat  ones  fhall 
{hangers  eat.  Woe  unto  them  that  draw  iniquitywith  cords 
of  vanity,  and  lin  as  it  were  with  a  cart  rope:  that  lav,  Let 
him  make  fpeed,  and  haft  en  his  work,  that  we  may  lee  it ; 
and  let  the  counfel  of  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  draw  nigh  and 
come,  that  we  may  know  it!  Woe  unto  them  that  call  evil 
good,  and  good  evil ;  that  put  darknefs  for  light,  and  light 
lor  darknefs  ;  that  put  bitter  for  fweet,  and  fweet  for  bitter! 
Woe  unto  them  that  are  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  and  prudent 
in- their  own  fight !  Woe  unto  them  that  are  mighty  to 
drink  wine,  and  men  of  fhength  to  mingle  ftrong  drink  : 
which  jultify  the  wicked  tor  reward,  and  take  away  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  righteous  from  him!  Therefore  as 
the  fire  tlevoureth  the  ftubble,  and  the  flame  confumeth  the 
chaff,  fo  their  root  fhall  be  as  rottennefs,  and  their  blolfom 
ihall  go  up  as  duft:  becaufe  they  have  caft  away  the  law  of 
the  Lord  of  boils,  and  defpifed  the  word  of  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael.  Therefore  is  the  anger  of  the  Lord  kindled  againft 
his  people,  and  he  hath  ft  retched  forth  his  hand  againft 
them,  and  hath  fmitten  them:  and  the  hills  did  tremble, 
and  their  carcafes  were  torn  in  the  midft  of  the  flrcets.  For 
all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned  away,  but  his  hand  is  ftretch- 
ed  out  ftill.  "And  he  will  lift  up  an  enfign  to  the  nations 
from  far,  and  will  hifs  unto  them  from  the  end  of  the  earth  : 
and,  behold,  they  fhall  come  with  fpeed  fwiftly:  none  ihall 
be  weary  nor  Rumble  among  them;  none  flvili  (lumber  nor 
.  neither  fhall  the  girdle  of  their  loins  be  loofed,  nor 
the  latchet  of  their  fhoes  be  broken  :  whole  arrows  are  fh.irp, 
and  all  then  bows  bent,  their  horfes  hoofs  Ihall  be  counted 
like  flint,  and  their  wheels  like  a  whirlwind  :    their  roaring 

Ihall 
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(hall  belike  a  lion,  they  fhall  roar  like  young  lions:  ye?, 
they  lliall  roar,  and  lay  hold  of  the  prey,  and  (hall  carry  it 
away  fife,  and  none  lhall  deliver  it.  And  in  that  day  they 
fhall  roar  againft  them  like  the  roaring  of  the  lea :  and  it' 
one  look  unto  the  land,  behold,  darknefs  and  forrow,  and 
the  light  is  darkened  in  the  heavens  thereof. 

Jjaiah  $th  cliapUr. 


A  fong  of  the  faithful. 

O  Loan,  I  will  praife  thee:  though  thou  waft  angry 
with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou  comfortelt 
me.  Behold,  God  is  my  falvation  :  I  will  truft,  and  not  be 
afraid:  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  firength  and  my  long,  he 
alio  is  become  my  falvation.  Therefore  with  joy  fhall  ye 
draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.  And  in  that  day 
fhall  ye  fay,  Praife  the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name,  declare 
his  doings  among  the  people,  make  mention  that  his  name 
is  exalted.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  ;  for  he  hath  done  excellent 
things  :  this  is  known  in  all  the  earth.  Cry  out  and  (bout, 
thou  inhabitant  of  Zion  :  for  great  is  the  holy  One  of  Ifraei 
in  the  midft  of  thee.  Ifaiah  1 2th  chapter. 


'Triumphant  fcng  on  the  fall  of  Babylon. 

HOW  hath  the  oppreiTor  ceafed  !  the  golden  city  ceafed  ! 
The  Lord  hath  broken  the  ftaff  of  the  wicked,  and  the 
Ire  of  the  rulers.  He  who  fmote  the  people  in  wrath 
with  a  continual  ftroke ;  he  that  ruled  the  nations  in  anger, 
is  perfecuted  and  none  hindereth.  The  whole  earth  is  at 
reft,  and  is  quiet:  they  break  forth  into  finging.  Yea,  the 
fir-trees  rejoice  at  thee,  and  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  faying1, 
Since  thou  art  laid  down,  no  feller  is  come  up  againft  vts. 
Hell  from  beneath  is  moved  for  thee  to  meet  thee  at  thv 
coming  :  it  ftirreth  up  the  dead  for  thee,  even  all  the  chief 
ones  of  the  earth  ;  it  hath  railed  up  from  their  thrones  all 
the  kings  of  the  nations.  All  they  fhall  ipeak,  and  fay  unto 
thee,  Art  thou  alfo  become  weak  as  we?  Art  thou  become 
like  unto  us?  Thy  pomp  is  brought  down  to  the  £rave,  and 
the  noife  of  thy  viols  :  the  worm  is  fpread  under  thee,  and 
the  worms  cover  thee.  How  art  thou  fallen  from  Heaven, 
O  Lucifer,  fon  of  the  morning !  how  art  thou  cut  down  to 
the  ground,  which  didft  weaken  the  nations !  for  thou  haft 
laid  in  thine  heart,  I  will  alcend  into  heaven,  I  will  exalt 

my 
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my  throne  above  tlic  flars  of  God  :  I  will  fit  alfo  upon  the 
mount  of  the  congregation,  in  the  fides  of  the  north.  I  will 
afcend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds ;  I  will  be  like  the 
moft  High.    Yet  thou  (halt  be  ,  down  to  hell,  to  the 

iides  of  the  pit.     They   that  fee  thee  (hall  narrowly    look 
upon  thee,  and  confider  thee,  faying,  Is  this  the  man  that 
made  the  earth  to  tremble,  that  did  (hake  kingdoms?  that 
made   the   world  as  a  wildernefs,  and  deftroyed  the   cities 
thereof,  that  opened  not  the  houfe  of  his  prifoners  ?  All  the 
kings  of  the  nations,  even  all  of  them  lie  in  glory,  every  one 
in  his  Own  houfe.     But  thou  art  caft  out  of  thy  grave,  like 
ah  abominable  branch  :  and  as  the  raiment  of  thofe  that  are 
flain,  thruft  through  with  a  fword,  that   go  down  to  the 
ftones  of  the  pit,  as   a  carcafe  trodden  under  feet.     Thou 
malt  not  be  joined  with  them  in  burial,  been  life  thou   haft 
deftroyed  thy   land,  and  {lain  thy  people:  the  feed  of  evil- 
rs   fliall   never  be   renowned.     Prepare  (laughter  for  his 
children  for  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers ;  that  they  do  not 
rife,  nor  poffefs  the  land,  nor  fill  the  face  of  the  world  with 
•  ities.     For  I  will  rife  up   againft  them,  faith  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  and  cut  off  from  Babylon  the  name  and  remnant,  and 
fon  and  nephew,  faith  the  Lord.     I  will  alfo  make  it  a  pol- 
fefllon  for  the  bittern,  and  pools  of  water:  and  I  will  fweep 
it  with  the  befom  of  deftruction,   faith  the  Lord  of  hofts. 
The    Lord   of  hofts    hath   lworn,   faying,  Surely  as  I  have 
thought,  fo  fhall  it  come  to  pais :  and  as  1    have  purpofed, 
fo  fhnll  it  Hand:  that   I  will  break  the  Aifyrian  in  my  land, 
upon  ray  mountains  tread  him  under  foot:   then  (hall 
yoke  depart  from  off  them,  and  his  burden  depart  from 
oil  their  {boulders.     This  is  the  purpofe  that  is  purpofed 
i  the  whole  earth  :  and  ibis  is  the  hand  that  is  ft  retched 
r.pon  all  the  nation;.     For  the  Lord  of  hofts  hath  pur- 
.  J,  and  who  (hall  difannul  it?  And  his  hand  is  fi retched 
out,  and  who  fhall   turn  it.  back?   In    the   year  that    1. 
lz  died,  was  this  burden.  ljdiah  14.  4 — 28. 


of  p-aijc. 

0   Lord,  thou  art   my    God,    I  will   exalt  thee,  I  will 

;   lor  thou  halt  done  wonderful  things;  thy 

arc   lahhlulneis  and  truth.     For  thou  haft 

e  oi  .1  city,  an  heap  ;  of  a  defenoed  city,  a  ruin  :  a  palace 

to  1  e  no  city,  it  mall  never  be  built.     Therc- 

litheftn  rjfy  thee,  the  city  of  the' ter- 

ril  le  nations  (hall  fear  thee,     I  oi  thou  hail  been  a  ftrength 

to 
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to  the  poor,  a  ftrength  to  the  needy  in  his  diftrefs,  a  refuge 
from  the  (loan,  a  (hadow  from  the  heat,  whejra  the  blafl  of 
the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  ftorrn  againfl  the  wall.     Thou  fhalt 
bring  clown  the  noife  of  iti-angcrs,  as  the  heat  in  .1  dry  place:; 
even  the   heat  with   the  fliadow  of  a  cloud  ,•  the  branch  of 
the  terrible  ones  (hall  be  brought  low.     And  in  this  moun- 
tain fhall  the  Lord  of  hods  make  unto  all  people  a  feafl  of 
fat  things,  a  feafl  of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of 
marrow,  of  wines  on   the  lees  well  refined.     And  he  will 
(Litroy  in  this  mountain  the  face  of  the  covering  cafl  over  all 
people,  and  the  veil  that  is  fpread  over  all  nations.     He 
will  fwallow  up  death  in   victory,  and  the  Lord  God  will 
wipe  away  tears  from  off  all  faces,  and  the  rebuke  of  his  peo- 
ple Ihall  he  take  away  from  off  all  the  earth:   for  the  Lord 
hath  fpoken  it.     And  it  fhall  be  faid  in  that  day,  Lo,  this 
is  our  God.   we  have  waited  for  him,  and  he  will  faveust 
this  is  the  Lord,  we  have  waited  for  him,  we  will  be  clad 
and  rejoice  in  his  falvation.     For  in  this  mountain  fhall  the 
hand  of  the  Lord  reft,  and  Moab  fhall    be  trodden   down 
under  him,  even  as  ftraw  is  trodden  down  lor  the  dunghill. 
And  he  fhall  fpread  forth  his  hands  in  the  midfl  of  them,  as' 
he  that   fwimmeth  fpreadeth  forth  his  hands  to  fwim:  and 
he  fhall  bring  down  their  pride  together  with  the  l'poils  of 
their  hands.     And  the  fortrefs  of  the  high  fort  of  thy  walls 
fhall  he  bring  down,  lay   low,   and  bring  to   the  ground, 
even  to  the  dufl.  iaia'a  25th  chapter  * 

11   1  a, mi 

A  Jong  inciting;  to  confidence  in  God. 
WE  have  a  flrong  city,  falvation  will  God  appoint  for 
walls  and  bulwarks.  Open  ye  the  gates,  that  the  righteous 
nation  which  keepeth  the  truth  may  enter  in.  Thou  wilt 
keep  him  in  pcrier.-t  peace,  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee: 
becaufe  he  trufteth  in  thee.  Truft  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever  : 
for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafling  ftrenoth.  For  he 
bringeth  down  them  that  duel!  on  high,  the  lofty  city  he 
layelh  it  low,  he  layeth  it  low,  even  to  the  ^round,  he 
bringetj?  it  even  to  the  duft.  The  foot  fhall  tread  it 
down,  even  Vac  feet  of  the  poor,  and  the  fteps  of  the  needv. 
The  way  of  the  juft  is  upi  :  thou,  moft  upright,  doft 

weigh  the  path  of  the  juft.     Vea,  in  the  way.  of  thy  iudg- 
meuts,  O  Lord,  have  we  wailed  for  thee  ;  the  defire  of  our 
foul    is   to    thy  name,  and  lo    the    remembrance   of  tl 
With  my  foul  have  I  defired  thee  in  the  night,  yea,  with 
my  i'piiit  within  me  will  1  leek  thee  early:  for  when 
judgments  are  in  the  earth,    the  inhabitants  of  the  world 

will 


5>54  SACRED    LITERATURE.  Book  VII. 

will  learn  righteoufnefs.  Let  favour  be  (hewed  to  the  wicked, 
yet  will  he  not  learn  righteoulhels :  inthelandofuprightnefs 
will  he  deal  unjuftly,  and  will  not  behold  tlie  majenyof  the 
Lord.  Lord,  when  thy  hand  is  lilted  up,  they  will  not  Tee:  but 
they  fhall  fee,  and  be  afhamed  for  their  envy  at  the  people, 
yea,  the  fire  of  thine  enemies  (hall  devour  them.  Lord, 
thou  wilt  ordain  peace  for  us:  for  thou  alio  haft  wrought 
.all  our  works  in  us.  O  Lord,  our  God,  other  lords  betide 
thee  have  had  dominion  over  us  :  but  by  thee  only  will  • 
make  mention  of  thy  name.  They  are  dead,  they  (hall 
not  live;  they  are  deceafed,  they  fhall  not  rife:  therefore 
haft  thou  vihted  and  deftroyed  them,  and  made  all  their 
memory  to  perifh.  Thou  haft  increased  the  nation,  O 
Lord,  thou  haft  increafed  the  nation,  thou  art  glorified; 
thou  haft  removed  it  far  unto  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Lord,  in  trouble  have  they  vifited  thee,  they  poured  out  a 
prayer  when  thy  chaftening  was  upon  them.  Like. as  a 
woman  with  child  that  draweth  near  tlie  time  or  her  de- 
livery, is  in  pain,  and  crieth  out  in  her  pangs  ,•  fo  have  we 
been  in  thy  fight,  O  Lord.  We  have  been  with  child,  we 
have  been  in  pain,  we  have  as  it  were  brought  forth  wind, 
we  have  not  wrought  any  deliverance  in ihe  earth,  neither 
have  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  fallen.  Thy  dead  men 
fhall  live,  together  with  my  dead  body  (hall  they  arife: 
awake  and  fing,  ye  that  dwell  in  duft  :  for  thy  dew  is  as 
the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth  (hall  caft  out  the  dead. 
Come  my  people,  enter  thou  into  thy  chambers,  and  (hut 
thy  doors  about  thee:  hide  thyfelf  as  it  were  for  a  little 
moment,  until  the  indignation  be  overpaft.  For  behold, 
the  Lord  cometh  out  of  his  place  to  punilh  the  inhabitants 
of  the  earth  for  their  iniquity:  the  earth  alfo  fhall  dilcloie 
her  blood,  and  fhall  no  more  cover  her  (lain. 

Ifaiah  26th  chapter. 


Heze'.ialt  's  thank  (giving . 

1  SATO,  in  the  cutting  off  of  my  days,  I  fhall  go  to  the 
pates  of  the  grave :  I  am  deprived  of  the  refidue  of  my  years. 
1  laid,  1  (halt  not  fee  the  Lord,  even  the  Lord  in  the  land 
of  the  lhiug:  1  ihall  behold  man  no  more  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  world.  Mine  age  is  departed,  and  is  removed 
from  me  as  a  fhepherd's  tent :  I  have  tut  off  like  a  weaver  my 
life  :  he  "'ill  cut  me  off  with  pining  ficknefs  :  from  day  r 
to  night  wilt  thou  make  an  end  of  me.  I  reckoned  till 
morning,  that  as  a  lion,  fo  will  lie  break  all  my  bones: 
•  m  day  even  to  night  wilt  thou  make  xn  end  of  me.     Like 

a  a 
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a  crane  or  a  fwallow,  fo  did  I  chatter :  I  did  mourn  as  a 
dove:  mine  eyes  fail  with  looking  upward:  O  Lord  I  am 
oppreiled,  undertake  for  me.  What  ihall  I  fay?  he  hath 
both  Ipoken  unto  me,  and  himfelf  hath  done  it:  I  fhall  go 
loftly  all  my  years  in  the  bitternefs  of  my  foul.  O  Lord,  by 
thele  things  men  live,  and  in  al,l  thefe  things  is  the  life  of 
my  fpirit :  fo  wilt  thou  recover  me,  and  make  me  to  live. 
Iiehold,  for  peace  I  had  great  bitternefs  ;  but  thou  haft  in 
love  to  my  foul  delivered  it  from  the  pit  of  corruption :  for 
thou  haft  caft  all  my  fins  behind  thy  back.  For  the  grave 
cannot  praife  thee,  death  cannot  celebrate  thee:  they  that 
go  down  into  the  pit  cannot  hope  for  thy  truth.  The  living, 
the  living  he  fhall  praife  thee,  as  I  do  this  day:  the  father 
to  the  children  fhall  make  known  ihy  truth.  The  Lord 
was  ready  to  fave  me;  therefore  we  will  ling  my  for gs  to 
the  ftringed  inftruments,  all  the  days  of  our  life,  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord.  Ifaiah  38.   10 — 20. 


Daniel's  titankfgiving, 

BLESSED  be  the  name  of  God  for  ever  and  ever  :  for 
wifdom  and  might  are  his.  And  he  changeth  the  times  and 
thefeafons:  he  removeth  kings,  and  fetteth  up  kings:  he 
giveth  wifdoin  unto  the  wife,  and  knowledge  to  them  that 
know  underftanding.  He  revealeth  the  deep  and  fecret 
things:  he  knoweth  what  is  in  the  darknefs,  and  the  light 
dwefleth  with  him.  I  thr.nk  thee,  and  praife  thee,  O  thou 
God  of  my  fathers,  who  haft  given  me  wifdom  and  might, 
and  haft  made  known  unto  me  now  what  we  defired  of  thee  : 
for  thou  haft   now  made  known  unto  us  the  king's  matter. 

Daniel  2.  20—23. 


The  Song  offongs,  which  is  Solomon's 

A  Nuptial  Pot  (even  Eclogues,  cue  for  each  day  of 

//<  Marriage- Fealtm 

ECLOGUE    THE    FIRST 

THE  fong  of  fongs,  which  is  Solomon's.  Let  hhn  kifs 
me  with  the  killers  of  his  mouth  :  for  thy  love  is  better  than 
wine.  Becaufe  of  the  favour  of  thy  good  ointments,  thy 
name  is  an  ointment  poured  forth,  therefore  do  the  virgins 
love  thee.  Draw  me,  we  will  run  after  thee:  the  king 
hath  brought  me  into  his  chambers :  v.s  will  be  gbd  and  re- 

joire 
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joice  in  thee,  we  will  remember  thy  love  more  than  wine; 
the  upright  love  thee.    I  am  black,  but  comely,  O  ye  daugh- 
ters of  Jeruialem,  as  the  tents  of  Ruhr,  a9  the  curtain 
Solomon.     Look  not  upon  me,  becauie  I  am  black,  becauie 
the  i'un  hath  looked  upon  me:  mv  mothers  childr en  were 
angry  with  me,  they  made  jne  the  keeper  of  the  vineyards, 
but  mine  own  vineyard  have  I  not  kept.     Tell  me,  O  thou, 
whom    my   foul  loveth,    where  thou   feedeft,    where  tl 
ma  k  eft  thy   liock  to  reft  at  noon  :  tor  why  fhould  I  i. 
one  that  turneth  alide  by  the  flocks  of  thy  companions  ?     H 
lliou  know  not,  O  thou  fa  he  ft  among  women,  go  thy 
forth  by  the  footfteps  of  the  flock,  and  feed  thy  kids  beficie 
the  ihepherds'  tents.     I    have  compared    thee,   O  my  love, 
to  a  company  of  horfes  in  Pharaoh's  chariots.     Thy  cht 
are  comely  with  rovs   ol  thy  neck  with   chain- 

gold.     We  will  mike  thee  bo>  \l,  with    finds  of 

iilver.  While  the  king  fitteth  at  his  tabic,  my  fpikenard 
fendeth  forth  the  fmeil  thereof.  A  bundle  of  myrrh  is  my 
well-beloved  unto  me;  he  (hall  lie  all  night  betwixt  ray 
breafts.  My  beloved  is  unto  me  as  a  clufler  of  camphire  in 
the  vineyards  of  Engedi.  Behold,  thou  art  fair,  my  love; 
behold,  thou  art  fair,  thou  haft  doves  eyes.  Behold,  thou 
art  fair,  my  beloved,  yea  plealant:  alio  our  bed  is  green. 
The  beams  of  our  houfe  are  cedar,  and  our  rafters  of  fir. 

I  am  the  rofe  of  Sharon,  and  the  lily  of  the  valleys.  As 
the  lily  among  thorns,  lb  is  my  love  among  the  daughters. 
As  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the  wood,  fo  is  my  be- 
loved among  the  ions.  I  fat  down  under  his  fhadow  with 
great  delight,  and  his  fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tafte.  He 
brought  me  to  the  banqueting  houie,  and  his  banner  over 
me- was  love.  Stay  me  with  flaggons,  comfort  me  with 
apples;  fori  am  lick  of  love.  His  left  hand  is  under  my 
head,  and  his  right  hand  doth  embrace  me.  1  charge  you, 
O  ye  daughters  of  jerufalem,  by  th*  roes  d\\d  by  the  hi 
of  the  field,  that  ye  liir  not  up,  nor  awake  my  love  till  he 
picaic. 

ECLOGUE    THE    SECOND. 

THE  voice  of  my  beloved  !  behold,  hecometh  leaping 
upon  the  mountains,  (kipping  upon  the  hills.    My  belovm 
is  like  a  roe,   or  a  young  halt :   behold,  he  ftandeth  behi 
our  wall,  he  looketh  forth  at  the  <  ,  (hewing  bin. 

through  the  lattefe.     My  beloved  [j  nd  laid  unto  n 

Rile  up,  mv   love,  my  lair  one,    and  come  away.     Fo; 
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the  winter  is  part,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone.  The  flowers 
appear  on  the  earth,  the  time  of  the  Tinging  of  birds  is  come, 
and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land.  The  fig- 
tree  putteth  forth  her  green  figs,  and  the  vines,  with  the 
tender  grape  give  a  good  fmell.  Arife,  my  love,  my  fair 
one,  and  come  away.  O  my  dove,  that  art  in  the  clefts  of 
the  rock,  in  the  fecret  places  of  the  flairs,  let  me  fee  thy 
countenance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice  ;  for  fweet  is  thy  voice 
and  thy  countenance  is  comely.  Take  us  the  foxes,  the 
little  foxes,  that  fpoil  the  vines:  for  our  vines  have  tender 
grapes.  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his :  he  feedeth 
among  the  lilies.  Until  the  day  break,  and  the  fhadows 
flee  away :  turn  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like  a  roe  or  a 
young  hart  upon  the  mountains  of  Bether. 

By  night  on  my  bed  I  fought  him  whom  my  foul 
loveth  :  I  fought  him,  but  I  found  him  not.  I  will  rife  now, 
and  go  about  the  city  in  the  ftreets,  and  in  the  broad  ways  I 
will  leek  him  whom  my  foul  loveth :  I  fought  him,  but  I 
found  him  not.  The  watchmen  that  go  about  the  city  found 
me:  to  whom  I  faid,  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  foul  loveth?  It 
was  but  a  littlethat  I  paffed  from  them,  but  I  found  him  whom 
my  foul  loveth?  I  held  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go, 
until  I  had  brought  him  unto  my  mother's  houfe,  and  into 
the  chamber  of  her  that  conceived  me.  I  charge  you,  O  ye 
daughters  of  Jerufalem,  by  the  roes  and  by  the  hinds  of  the 
held,  that  ye  ilirnot  up,  nor  awake  my  love  till  he  pleafe. 

ECLOGUE   THE   THIRD. 

WHO  is  this  that  cometh  out  of  the  wildernefs  like 
pillars  of  fmoke,  perfumed  with  myrrh  and  frankincenfe, 
with  all  powders  of  the  merchant  ?  >  Behold,  his  bed  which 
is  Solomon's  ;  threefcore  valiant  men  are  about  it,  of  the 
valiant  of  Ifrael.  They  all  hold  fwords,  being  expert  in 
war:  every  man  hath  his  fword  upon  his  thigh,  becaufeof 
fear  in  the  night.  King  Solomon  made  himfelf  a  chariot  of 
the  wood  of  Lebanon.  He  made  the  pillars  thereof  of  filver, 
the  bottom  thereof  of  gold,  the  covering  of  it  of  purple; 
the  midft  thereof  being  paved  with  love,  for  the  daughters  or' 
Jerufalem.  Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and,  be- 
hold, king  Solomon  with  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother 
crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufals,  and  in  the  day  of 
the  gladnefs  of  his  heait. 

Behold,  thou  art  fair,  my  love,  behold,  thou  art  fair: 
thou  had  doves'  eves  within  thy  locks:  thy  hair  is  a«  a  flock 
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ot  goats  that  appear  from  mount  Gilcad.  Thy  teeth  are 
like  a  flock  of  Iheep  that  are  even  (horn,  which  came  up  from 
'he  wattling  ;  whereof  every  one  bear  twins,  and  none  is 
barren  among  them.  Thy  lips  are  like  a  thread  of  fcarlet, 
and  thy  fpeechjs  comely  :  thy  temples  are  like  a  piece  of  a 
pomegranate  within  thy  locks.  Thy  neck  is  like  the  tower 
of  David  builded  for  an  armoury,  whereon  there  hang  a 
thouland  bucklers,  all  fhields  of  mighty  men.  Thy  two 
breafls  are  like  two  young  roes  that  are  twins,  which  feed 
among  the  lilies.  Until  the  day  break,  and  the  fhadows  flee 
away,  I  will  get  me  to  the  mountain  of  myrrh,  and  to  the 
hill  of  frankincenfe. 

ECLOGUE    THE   FOURTH. 

THOU  art  all  fair,  my  love  ;  there  is  no  fpot  in  thee. 
Come  with  me  from  Lebanon,  my  fpoufe,  with  me  from 
Lebanon :  look  from  the  top  of  Amana,  from  the  top  of 
Shenir  and  Hermon,  from  the  lions' dens,  from  the  moun- 
tains of  the  leopards.  Thou  halt  ravifhed  my  heart,  my 
lifter,  my  fpoufe  :  thou  haft  ravifhed  my  heart  with  one  of 
thine  eyes,  with  one  chain  of  thy  neck.  How  fair  is  thy 
love,  my  fifter,  my  fpoufe !  how  much  better  is  thy  love 
than  wine  !  and  the  fmell  of  thine  ointments  than  all  fpices! 
Thy  lips,  O  my  fpoufe,  drop  as  the  honeycomb  ;  honey  and 
milk  are  under  thy  tongue;  and  the  fmell  of  thy  garments 
is  like  the  fmell  of  Lebanon.  A  garden  enclofed  is  my  fifter, 
my  fpoufe;  a  fpring  fhut  up,  a  fountain  fealed.  Thy  plants 
are  an  orchard  of  pomegranates,  with  pleafant  fruits  ;  cam- 
phire,  with  fpikenard,  fpikenard  and  faffron  ;  calamus  and 
cinnamon,  with  all  trees  of  frankincenfe:  myrrh  and  aloes, 
with  all  the  chief  fpices  :  a  fountain  of  gardens,  a  well  of 
'living  waters,  and  ftreams  from  Lebanon.  Awake,  O  north- 
wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  garden,  that 
the  fpices  thereof  may  flow  out.  Let  my  beloved  come  into 
his  garden,  and  eat  his  pleafant  fruits. 

I  am  come  into  my  garden,  my  lifter,  my  fpoufe:  I  have 
gathered  my  myrrh  with  my  fpice  ;  I  have  eaten  my  honey- 
comb with  my  honey  ;  I  have  drunk  my  wine  with  my  milk  : 
eat,  O  friends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved. 

ECLOGUE    THE    FIFTH. 

I  sl  f.f.i',  but  my  heart  waketh  :  it  is  the  voice  of  my  be- 
loved that  knocketh,  faying,  Open  to  me,  my  fifter,  my 
Jove,  my  dove,  my  undefiled:  for  my  head  is  filled  with 
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dew,  and  my  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night.  I  have  put 
off  my  coat,  how  (hall  I  put  it  on  !  I  have  wafhed  my  feet, 
how  (hall  I  defile  them  ?  My  beloved  put  in  his  hand  by  the 
hole  of  the  door,  and  my  bowels  were  moved  for  him.  I  rofe 
up  to  open  to  my  beloved,  and  my  hands  dropped  with 
myrrh,  and  my  fingers  with  fweet-fmelling  myrrh,  upon  the 
handles  of  the  lock:.  I  opened  to  my  beloved,  but  my  be- 
loved had  withdrawn  himfelf,  and  was  gone:  my  foul  failed 
when  he  fpake  :  I  fought  him,  but  I  could  not  find  him  ;  I 
called  him,  but  he  gave  me  no  anfwer.  The  watchmen  that 
went  about  the  city  found  me,  they  fmote  me,  they 
wounded  me  ;  the  keepers  of  the  walls  took  away  my  vail 
from  me.  I  charge  you,  O  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  if  ye 
find  my  beloved,  that  ye  tell  him  that  I  am  fick  of  love. 
"What  is  thy  beloved  more  than  another  beloved,  O  thou 
faireft  among  women  :  what  is  thy  beloved  more  than  another 
beloved,  that  thou  doft  fo  charge  us.  My  beloved  is  white 
and  ruddy,  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thoufand.  His  head  is 
as  the  mod  fine  gold,  his  locks  are  bufhy,  and  black  as  a 
raven.  His  eyes  are  as  the  eyes  of  doves  by  the  rivers  of 
waters,  wafhed  with  milk,  and  fitly  fet.  His  cheeks  are  as 
a  bed  of  fpices,  as  fweet  flowers:  his  lips  like  lilies,  dropping 
fweet  fmelling  myrrh.  His  hands  are  as  gold  rings  fet  with 
the  beryl :  his  belly  is  as  bright  ivory  overlaid  with  fapphires. 
His  legs  are  as  pillars  of  marble  fet  upon  fockets  of  fine  gold  : 
his  countenance  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  cedars.  His 
mouth  is  mofl  fweet:  yea,  he  is  altogether  lovely.  This  is 
my  beloved,  and  this  is  my  friend,  O  daughters  of  Jerufalem. 
Whither  is  thy  beloved  gone,  O  thou  faireft  among  wo- 
men? whither  is  thy  beloved  turned  afide?  that  we  may 
leek  him  with  thee.  My  beloved  is  gone  down  into  his 
garden,  to  the  beds  of  fpices,  to  feed  in  the  gardens,  and  to 
gather  lilies.  I  am  my  beloved's,  and  my  beloved  is  mine  : 
he  feedeth  among  the  lilies.  Thou  art  beautiful,  O  my  love, 
as  Tirzah,  comely  as  Jerufalem,  terrible  as  an  army  with 
banners.  Turn  away  thine  eyes  from  me,  for  they  have 
overcome  me  :  thy  hair  is  as  a  iiock  of  goats  that  appear 
from  Gilead.  Thy  teeth  are  as  a  flock  of  fheep  which  go 
up  from  the  warning,  whereof  every  one  beareth  twins,  and 
there  is  not  one  barren  among  them.  As  a  piece  of  pome- 
granate are  thy  temples  within  thy  locks.  There  are  three- 
icore  queens,  and  fourfcore  concubines,  and  virgins  without 
number.  My  dove,  my  undefiled  is  but  one  :  fhe  is  the  only 
one  of  her  mother,  the  is  the  choice  one  of  her  that  bare 
her.     The  daughters  faw  her,  and  bleffed  her ;    yea,   the 
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queens  and  the  concubines,  and  they  prailed  her.  Who 
is  fhe  that  looketh  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon, 
clear  as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banner-! 

ECLOGUE    THE    SIXTH. 

I  went  down  into  the  garden  of  nuts,  to  fee  the  fnuts  of 
the  valley,  and  to  fee  whether  the  vine  fiourifiied,  and  the 
pomegranates  budded.  Or  ever  I  was  aware,  my  foul  made 
me  like  the  chariots  of  Ammi-nadib.  Return,  return,  O 
Shulamite :  return,  return,  that  we  may  look  upon  thee. 
What  will  ye  fee  in  the  Shulamite?  As  it  were  the  company 
of  two  armies. 

How  beautiful  are  thy  feet  with  fhoes,  O  prince's  daugh- 
ter !  the  joints  of  thy  thighs  are  like  jewels,  the  work  of 
the  hands  of  a  cunning  workman.  Thy  navel  is  like  a  round 
goblet,  which  wanteth  not  liquor:  thy  belly  is  like  an  heap 
of  wheat  let  about  with  lilies.  Thy  two  breafts  are  like  two 
young  roes  that  are  twins.  Thy  neck  is  as  a  tower  of  ivory  ; 
thine  eyes  like  the  fifh  pools  in  Hefhbon  by  the  gate  of 
Bath-rabbim :  thy  nofe  is  as  the  tower  of  Lebanon  which 
looketh  toward  Damafcus.  Thine  head  upon  thee  is  like 
Carmel,  and  the  hair  of  thine  head  like  purple ;  the  king 
is  held  in  the  galleries.  How  fair  and  how  pleafant  art  thou, 
O  love,  for  delights!  This  thy  ftature  is  like  to  a  palm 
tree,  and  thy  breafts  totheclufters  of  grapes.  I  laid,  I  will  go 
up  to  the  palm  tree,  I  will  take  hold  of  the  boughs  thereof, 
now  alfo  thy  breafts  fhall  be  as  clufters  of  the  vine,  and  the 
fmell  of  thy  nofe  like  apples  ;  and  the  roof  of  thy  mouth 
like  the  beft  wine  for  my  beloved,  that  goeth  down  fweetly, 
cauhng  the  lips  of  thofe  that  are  afleep  to  fpeak.  I  am  my 
beloved's,  and  his  defire  is  toward  me.  Come,  my  beloved, 
let  us  go  forth  into  the  field  ;  let  us  lodge  in  the  villages. 
Let  us  get  up  early  to  the  vineyards  ;  let  us  lee  if  the  vine 
flourilh,  whether  the  tender  grape  appear,  and  the  pome- 
granates bud  forth  :  there  will  1  give  thee  my  loves.  The 
mandrakes  give  a  fmell,  and  at  our  gates  are  all  manner  of 
pleafant  fruits  new  and  old,  which  I  have  laid  up  for  thee, 
O  my  beloved. 

O  that  thou  wert  as  my  brother,  that  fucked  the  breafts 
of  my  mother!  when  I  fhould  find  thee  without,  I  would 
kifs  thee  :  yea  I  fhould  not  be  defpifed.  I  would  lead  thee, 
and  bring  thee  into  my  mother's  houie,  who  would  inftruct 
me:  I  would  caufe  thee  to  drink  of  fpiced  wine  of  the  juice 
of  my  pomegranate.     His  left  hand  fhould  be  under  my 
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head,  and  his  right  hand  mould  embrace  me.  I  charge  you, 
O  daughters  oi  Jerufalem,  that  ye  flir  nut  up,  nor  awake 
my  love,  until  he  pleafe. 

ECLOGUE    THE    SEVENTH. 

WHO  is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the  wildernefs,  lean- 
ing upon  her  beloved?  1  raifed  thee  up  under  the  apple- 
tree  :  there  thy  mother  brought  thee  forth,  there  (he  brought 
thee  fortli  that  bare  thee.  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon  thine  heart  as 
a  feal  upon  thine  arm.  For  love  is  ftrong  as  death  :  jealoufy  i» 
cruel  as  the  grave  :  the  coals  thereof  are  coals  of  fire  which  hath  a 
n  10ft  vehement  flame.  Many  waters  cannot  quench  love, 
neither  can  the  floods  drown  it :  if  a  man  would  give  all  the 
fubftance  of  his  houfe  for  love,  it  would  utterly  be  con- 
temned. We  have  a  little  lifter,  and  (lie -hath  no  bread's : 
what  lhall  we  do  for  our  filler  in  the  day  when  (he  fhall  be 
fpoken  for?  If  fhe  be  a  wall,  we  will  build  upon  her  a  palace 
of  filver:  and  if  lhe  be  a  door,  we  will  inclofe  her  with 
boards  of  cedar.  I  am  a  wall,  and  my  bread  like  towers  : 
then  was  I  in  his  eyes  as  one  that  found  favour.  Solomon 
had  a  vineyard  at  Baal-hamon:  he  let  out  the  vineyard  unto 
keepers  ;  every  one  for  the  fruit  thereof  was  to  bring  a  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  li her.  My  vineyard  which  is  mine,  is  before 
me:  thou,  O  Solomon,  muft  have  a  thoufand,  and  thofe 
that  keep  the  fruit  thereof  two  hundred.  Thou  that  dwelled 
in  the  gardens,  the  companions  hearken  to  thy  voice:  caufe 
me  to  hear  it.  Make  hafte,  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like 
to  a  roe,  or  to  a  young  hart  upon  the  mountains  of  fpices. 


Ragucl's  thanksgiving, 

O  Gon,  thou  art  worthy  to  be  praifed  with  all  pure  and 
holy  praile ;  therefore  let  thy  faints  praife  thee,  with  all 
tiiy  creatures ;  and  let  all  thine  angels  and  thine  elect  praife 
ffiee  for  ever.  Thou  art  to  be  praifed,  for  thou  haft  made 
me  joyful :  and  that  is  not  come  to  me,  which  I  fufpecled  ; 
but  thou  haft  dealt  with  us  according  to  thy  great  mercy. 
Thou  art  to  be  praifed,  becaufe  thou  haft  had  mercy  of  two 
that  were  the  only  begotten  children  of  their  fathers:  grant 
them  mercy,  O  Lord,  and  finifh  their  life  in  health,  with 
joy  and  mercy.  Tobit  8.  15 — 17. 
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'Tohid  thank/giving. 

BLESS  ED  be  God  that  liveth  for  ever,  and  blcflW  be 
his  kingdom.  For  he  doth  fcourge,  and  hath  mercy  :  he 
leadeth  down  to  hell,  and  bringeth  up  again  :  neither  i$ 
there  any  that  C3n  avoid  his  hand.  Confefs  him  before  tht 
Gentiles,  ye  children  of  Ifrael:  for  he  hath  fcattered  us 
among  them.  There  declare  his  greatnefs,  and  extol  him 
before  all  the  living  ;  for  lie  is  our  Lord,  and  he  is  the  God 
our  Father  for  ever.  And  he  will  fcourge  us  for  our  iniqui- 
ties, and  will  have  mercy  again,  and  will  gather  us  out  Of  all 
nations,  among  whom  he  hath  fcattered  us.  If  ye  turn  to 
him  with  your  whole  heart,  and  with  your  whole  mind, 
and  deal  uprightly  before  him,  then  will  he  turn  unto  you, 
and  will  not  hide  his  face  from  you.  Therefore  fee  what 
lie  will  do  with  you,  and  confefs  him  with  your  whole 
mouth,  and  praife  the  Lord  of  might,  and  extol  the  ever- 
lafting  King.  In  the  land  of  my  captivity  do  I  praife  him, 
and  declare  his  might  and  majefly  to  a  finful  nation  :  O  ye 
finners,  turn  and  do  juftice  before  him  :  who  can  tell  if  he 
will  accept  you,  and  have  mercy  on  you  ?  I  will  extol  my 
God,  and  my  foul  fhall  praife  the  king  of  heaven,  and  (hall 
rejoice  in  his  greatnefs.  Let  all  men  fpeak,  and  let  all  praife 
him  for  his  righteoumefs.  O  Jerufalem  the  holy  city,  he 
will  fcourge  thee  for  thy  children's  works,  and  will  have 
mercy  again  on  the  fons  of  the  righteous.  Give  praife  to 
the  Lord,  for  he  is  good :  and  praife  the  everlafting  King, 
that  his  tabernacle  may  be  builded  in  thee  again  with  joy, 
2nd  let  him  make  joyful  there  in  thee  thole  that  are  cap- 
tives, and  love  in  thee  for  ever  thofe  that  are  miferable. 
Many  nations  fhall  come  from  far  to  the  name  of  the  Lord 
God,  with  gifts  in  their  hands,  even  gifts  to  the  King  of 
heaven  ;  all  generations  fhall  praife  thee  with  great  joy. 
Curfed  are  all  they  which  hate  thee,  and  bleifcd  (hall  all  be 
which  love  thee  for  ever.  Rejoice  and  be  glad  for  the  chil- 
dren of  the  juft:  for  they  fhall  be  gathered  together,  and 
fhall  blefs  the  Lord  of  the  juft.  Oblelled  are  they  which 
love  thee,  for  they  fhall  rejoice  in  thy  peace:  blefled  are 
they  which  have  been  forrowful  for  all  thy  fcourges  :  for  they 
fhall  rejoice  for  thee,  when  they  havefeen  all  thy  gJory,  and 
fhall  be  dad  for  ever.  Let  my  foul  blefs  God  the  great 
King.  For  Jerufalem  fhall  be  built  up  with  fapphires,  and 
emeralds,  and  precious  ftone,  thy  walls,  and  towers,  and 
battlements,  with  pure  gold.  And  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem 
fhall  be  paved  with  beryl,  and  carbuncle,  and  ftones  of 
Ophir.  Tobit  13.  1— 17. 
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Song  of  Judith. 
BEGIN  unto  my  God  with  timbrels,  fing  unto 
my  Lord  with  cymbals  :  tune  unto  him  a  new  pfalm  : 
exalt  him,  and  call  upon  his  name,  for  God  breaketh 
the  battles:  for  amongft  the  camps  in  the  midfl  of  the 
people  he  hath  delivered  me  out  of  the  hands  of  them 
that  perfecuted  me.  AfTur  came  out  of  the  mountains  from 
the  north,  he  came  with  ten  thoufands  of  his  army,  the  mul- 
titude whereof  flopped  the  torrents,  aud  their  horfemen 
have  covered  the  hills.  He  bragged  that  he  would  burn  up 
my  borders,  and  kill  my  young  men  with  the  fword,  and 
dafh  the  fucking  children  againft  the  ground,  and  make 
mine  infants  as  a  prey,  and  my  virgins  as  a  fpoil.  But  the 
Almighty  Lord  hath  disappointed  them  by  the  hand  of  a 
woman.  For  the  mighty  one  did  not  fall  by  the  young 
men,  neither  did  the  fons  of  the  Titans  finite  him,  nor  high 
giants  fet  upon  him,  but  Judith  the  daughter  of  Merari 
weakened  him  with  the  beauty  of  her  countenance.  For  fhe 
put  off  the  garment  of  her  widowhood,  for  the  exaltation  of 
thofe  that  were  oppreffed  in  Ifrael,  and  anointed  her  face 
with  ointment,  and  bound  her  hair  in  a  tire,  and  took  a 
linen  garment  to  deceive  him.  Her  fandals  ravifhed  his 
eyes,  her  beauty  took  his  mind  prifoner,  and  the  faulchion. 
pa{fed  through  his  neck.  The  Perfians  quaked  at  her  bold- 
nefs,  and  the  Medes  were  daunted  at  her  hardinefs.  Then 
my  afflicted  fhouted  for  joy,  and  my  weak  ones  cried  aloud; 
but  they  were  aftonifhed:  thefe  lifted  up  their  voices  but 
they  were  overthrown.  The  fons  of  the  damfels  have  pierced 
them  through,  and  wounded  them  as  fugitives  children  :  they 
perifhed  by  the  battle  of  the  Lord.  I  will  fing  unto  the 
Lord  a  new  long:  O  Lord,  thou  art  great  and  glorious, 
wonderful  in  ftrength,  and  invincible.  Let  all  creatures 
ferve  thee  :  for  thou  fpakeft,  and  they  were  made,  thou  didft 
fend  forth  thy  fpirit,  and  it  created  them,  and  there  is  none 
that  can  rcfift  thy  voice.  For  the  mountains  fliall  be  moved 
from  their  foundations  with  the  waters,  the  rocks  fhall  melt 
as  wax  at  thy  prefence  :  yet  thou  art  merciful  to  them  that 
fear  thee.  For  all  facrince  is  too  little  for  a  fweet  favour 
unto  thee,  and  all  the  fat  is  not  fufheient  for  thy  burnt-offer- 
ing :  but  he  that  feareth  the  Lord  is  great  at  all  times.  Woe 
to  the  nations  that  rife  up  againft  my  kindred  !  the  Lord 
Almighty  will  take  vengeance  of  them  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, in  putting  fire  and  worms  in  their  flefh  ;  and  they 
fhall  feel  them, -and  weep  forever.  Judith  16.  2 — 17. 

Son* 
o 
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Song  of  the  three  children* 

BLESSED  art  thou,  O  Lord  God  of  our  fathers:  2nd 
to  be  praifed  and  exalted  above  all  for  ever.     And  bleffed  is 
thy  glorious  and  holy  name:  and  to  be  praifed  and  exalted 
above  all    for  ever.     Bleffed   art    thou   in   the  temple   of 
thine  holy  glory:  and  to  be  praifed  and  glorified  above  all 
for  ever.     Bleffed  art  thou  that   beholdeft    the  depths,  and 
fitted  upon  the  cherubims  ,  and  to  be  praifed  and  exalted 
above  all  for  ever.     Bleffed  art  thou  on  the  glorious  throne 
of  thy  kingdom  :  and  to  be  praifed  and  glorified  above  all 
for  ever.     Bleffed  art  thou  in  the  firmament  of  heaven  :  and 
above  all  to  be  praifed  and  glorified  for  ever.    O  all  ye  works 
of  the  Lord,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever.     O  ye  hearens,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and 
exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.    O  ye  angels  of  the  Lord,  blefs 
ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  all 
ye  waters  that  be  above  the  heaven,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  : 
praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  all  ye  powers  of 
the  Lord,  blels  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all 
forever.     O  ye  fun  and  moon,   blels  ye  the  Lord :  praife 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.  O  ye  ihrs  of  heaven,  blefs 
ye  the  Lord :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.  O  every 
fhoweranddew,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above 
all  for  ever.  Oall  ye  winds,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever.  O  ye  fire  and  heat,  blels  ye  the  Lord  : 
praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  ye  winter  and 
iummer,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for 
ever.  O  ye  dews  and  dorms  of  fnow,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.  O  ye  nights  and  days  blefs 
ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  forever.  O  ye  light 
and  darknefs,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all 
for  ever.  O  ye  ice  and  cold,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt 
him  aboveall  forever.  O  yc  frofi:  and  fnow,  blels  ye  the  Lord  : 
praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  ye  lightnings  and 
clouds,   blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all 
forever.     O  let  the  earth  blefs  the  Lord:  praife  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever.     O  ye  mountains  and  little  hills, 
blefs  ye  the  Lord:  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  all  ye  things  that  grow  on  the  earth,  blefs  ye  the  Lord :  praife 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  ye  fountains,  blefs  ye 
the  Lord :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  ye 
leas  and  rivers,   blefs  ye  the  Lord:  praife  and  exalt  him 
.hove  all  for  ever.     O  ye  whales,  and  all  that  move  in  the 
waters,  blefs  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all 
for  ever.   O  all  ye  fowls  of  the  air,  blefs  ye  the  Lord :  praife 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.     O  all  ye  beads  and  cattle, 

bids 
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blefs  ye  the  Lord :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ye  children  of  men,  blels  ye  the  Lord:  praife  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever.  O  Iirael,  blels  ye  the  Lord  :  praife 
and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.  O  ye  priefls  of  the  Lord, 
blefe  ye  the  Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  hiin  above  all  for  ever. 
O  ve  fervants  ofthe  Lord,  blefs  ye  the  Lord :  praife  and 
e:;;:lt  him  above  all  for  ever.  O  ye  fpirits  and  fouls  of  the 
righteous,  blefs  ye  the  Lord:  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all 
tor  ever.  O  ye  holy  and  humble  men  of  heart,  blefs  ye  the 
Lord  :  praife  and  exalt  him  above  all  for  ever.  O  Ananias, 
Azarias,  and  Miiael,  blefs  ye  the  Lord :  praife  and  exalt 
him  above  all  for  ever:  for  he  hath  delivered  us  from  hell, 
and  faved  us  from  the  hand  of  death,  and  delivered  us  out 
ofthe  midft  of  the  furnace  and  burning  flame:  even  out  of 
the  midft  of  the  fire  hath  he  delivered  us.  O  give  thanks 
unto  the  Lord,  becaufe  he  is  gracious:  for  his  mercy  en- 
dure th  for  ever.  Song  of  the  three  children,  29 — 67* 


Song   of  the   Virgin  Mary. 

MY  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  fpirit  hath 
rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour.  For  he  hath  regarded  the 
low  efhte  of  his  handmaiden:  for,  behold,  from  henceforth, 
all  generations  (hall  call  me  bleffed.  For  he  that  is  mighty 
hath  done  to  me  great  things  ;  and  holy  is  his  name.  And 
his  mercy  is  on  them  that  fear  him  from  generation  to  ge- 
neration. He  hath  fhewed  ftrength  with  his  arm  ;  he  hath 
fcattered  the  proud  in  the  imagination  of  their  hearts.  He 
hath  put  down  the  mighty  from  their  feats,  and  exalted  them 
of  low  degree.  He  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good  things ; 
and  the  rich  he  hath  lent  empty  away.  He  hath  holpen 
his  fervant  Ifrael,  in  remembrance  of  his  mercy  ;  as  he  fpake 
to  our  fathers,  to  Abraham,  and  to  his  feed  for  ever. 

Luke  1.  46 — 55, 


Song  of  Zacharias. 

BLESSED  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael;  for  he  hath 
vifited  and  redeemed  his  people,  and  hath  railed  up  an  horn 
of  falvation  for  us  in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant  David:  as  he 
fpake  by  the  mouth  of  his  holy  prophets,  which  have  been 
lince  the  world  began  ;  that  we  fhould  be  faved  from  our 
enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  all  that  hate  us  ;  to  perform 
the  mercy  promifed  to  our  fathers,  and  to  remember  his 

holy 
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holy  covenant,  the  oath  which  he  fware  to  our  fatheT  Abra- 
ham, that  he  would  grant  unto  us  that  we,  being  delivered 
out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  might  ferve  him  without 
fear,  in  holinefs  ancl  righteoufnefs  before  him,  all  the  days 
of  our  life*  And  thou  child,  (halt  be  called  the  prophet  of 
the  Higheft ;  for  thou  (halt  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord  to 
prepare  his  ways ;  to  give  knowledge  of  fcjvation  unto  his 
people,  by  the  remiffion  of  their  fins,  through  the  tender 
mercy  of  our  God;  whereby  the  day-fpring  from  on  high 
hath'vilited  us,  to  give  light  to  them  that  fit  in  darknefs,  and 
in  the  fhadow  of  death,  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace.  Luke  i.  68 — 79. 


PART 


Book  VII.        SACRED     LITERATURE.  26j 


PART      II. 

Prayers,  Pfalms,   and  Poems,  from  the  ancient  Heathen. 
A  prayer  to  Jupiter  for  IteaWi,  peace,  and  riches. 
JOVE,  ever  honour'd,  everlafting  king, 
Accept  this  witnefs  of  thy  lervant's  love, 
Due  iacritice  and  praiie.     Great  pow'r,  thro'  thee 
All  things,  that  are,  exift :  earth,  mountains,  fea, 
And  all  within  the  mighty  fphere  of  heaven. 
Saturnian  Jove,  dread  monarch  ofthefky, 
In  thunders  loud  and  terrible  defcending  : 
All  things  producing,  as  of  all  the  end, 
So  the  beginning,  author  of  increa'.e, 
Omnipotent,  pow'r  creative,  purifier, 
Whole  arm  rolls  thunder,  and  the  iorky  blaze 
Of  lightning  darts  !  whofe  glorious  word  can  ihake 
Earth's  deep  foundation !  Oh  accept  my  prayer, 
Multiform  Deity,  and  give  us  health, 
Fair  peace,  and  riches  with  pure  virtue  crown'd. 

Orpheus. 


A  prayer  to  Jupiter  for  virtue  and  wealth* 

II  A I  L  Saturn's  lbn,  dread  fovereign  of  the  (lues, 
Supreme  difpoier  of  all  earthly  joys ; 
What  man  his  numbers  to  thy  gifts  could  raife? 
What  man  hath  lung,  or  e'er  (hall  ling  thy  praife? 
The  bard  is  yet,  and  (till  (hall  be  unborn: 
Who  can  a  Jove  with  worthy  ftrains  adorn  ? 
Hail,  father!  tho'  above  all  praifes,  hear; 
Grant  wealth  and  virtue  to  thy  lervant's  prayer: 

th  without  virtue  but  enhances  (hame. 
And  virtue  without  wealth  becomes  a  name: 
Send  wealth,  fend  virtue  then;  for  join'd  they  prove 
The  blifs  of  mortals,  and  the  gift  of  Jove. 

imachus. 


Prayer  of  an  unlnozcr.   . 
GREAT  God,  give  us  the  good  things  that  are  necef- 
fny  for  us,,  whether  we   afk.  them   or   not;  and  keep   evil 
things  from  us,  even  when  weaik  them  ot  thee. 

PI  at  j  s  fecmd  AleiHades. 
"  1 V  i  xcr 
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Prayer  of  the  Lacedamovians. 
GIVE  us,  O  ye  Gods,  that  which  is  comely  with  that 
which  is  good.  Second  Alcibiades. 


Prayer   of  Cyrus. 

O  Jo vf.  Paternal !  Sun!  and'all  ye  Gods!  receive  thefe 
Sacrifices  as  the  completion  of  many  worthy  and  handlome 
aftions  ;  and  as  grateful  acknowledgements  for  having  figni- 
fied  to  me  both  by  the  victims,  by  celeftial  figns,  by  birds, 
and  by  omens,  what  became  me  to  do  and  not  to  do.  And 
I  abundantly  return  you  thanks,  that  I  have  been  fenfible 
of  your  care  and  protection:  and  that  in  the  courfe  of  my 
prosperity  I  never  was,  exalted  above  what  became  a  man . 
I  implore  you  now  to  beftow  all  happinefs  on  my  children  ! 
my  wife !  my  friends !  and  my  country  !  And  for  myfelf, 
that  I  may  die  as  I  have  always  lived.  Cyropadia. 


The  Hymn  of  Cleantkes. 

O  under  various  facred  names  adoi'd! 
Divinity  fupreme  !  all-potent  Lord  ! 
Author  of  nature !  whofe  unbounded  fway 
And  legiflative  pow'r  all  things  obey  ! 
Majefticjove!  all  hail!  To  thee  belong 
The  fuppliant  pray'r,  and  tributary  fong : 
To  thee  from  all  thy  mortal  offspring  due  ; 
From  thee  we  came,  from  thee  our  being  drew  ; 
Whatever  lives  and  moves,  great  Sire !  is  thine, 
Embodied  portions  of  the  foul  divine. 
Therefore  to  thee  will  I  attune  my  firing, 
And  of  thy  wondrous  pow'r  for  ever  fing. 
The  wheeling  orbs,  the  wand'ring  fires  above 
That  round  this  earthly  fphere  incelfant  move, 
Through  all  this  boundlefs  world  admit  thy  fway, 
And  roll  fpontaneous  where  thou  point'ft  the  way. 
Such  is  the  awe  impreft  on  nature  round 
When  through  the  void  thy  dreadful  thunders  found, 
Thole  flaming  agents  of  thy  matchlefs  pow'r : 
Aftonifh'd  worlds  hear,  tremble,  and  adore, 
i    as  paramount  to  all,  by  all  obey'd, 
Ruling  that  reafon  which  thro' all  convey 'd, 
Informs  Uiis  gen'ralmafs,  thou  reign'ft  ador'd 

Supreme, 
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Supreme,  unbounded,  univerfal  Lord. 

For,  nor  in  earth,  nor  earth-encircling  floods 

Nor  yon  aethereal  pole,  the  feat  of  gods, 

Is  ought  perform'd  without  thy  aid  divine; 

Strength,  wifdom,  virtue,  mighty  Jove,  are  thine! 

Vice  is  the  a6l  of  man,  by  paffion  toft, 

And  in  the  fhorelefs  fea  of  folly  loft. 

But  thou,  what  vice  diforders,  canft  compofe ; 

And  profit  by  the  malice  of  thy  foes  ; 

So  blending  good  with  evil,  fair  with  foul, 

As  thence  to  model  one  harmonious  whole : 

One  univerfal  law  of  truth  and  right ; 

But  wretched  mortals  fhun  the  heav'nly  light  ; 

And,  tho'  to  blifs  directing  ftill  their  choice, 

Hear  not,  or  heed  not  reafon's  facred  voice, 

That  common  guide  ordain'd  to  point  the  road 

That  leads  obedient  man  to  folid  good. 

Thence  quitting  virtue's  lovely  paths  they  rove 

As  various  qbjecls  various  paffions  move. 

Some  thro'  oppofing  crowds  and  threatning  war 

Seek  pow'r's  bright  throne,  and  fame's  triumphal  car. 

Some,  bent  on  "wealth,  purfuewith  endlefs  pain 

Oppreffive,  fordid,  and  difhoneft  gain  : 

While  others,  to  foft  indolence  rehgn'd, 

Drown  in  corporeal  fweets  th'  immortal  mind. 

But,  O  great  father,  thunder-ruling  god  ! 

Who  in  thick  darknefs  mak'ft  thy  dread  abode ! 

Thou,  from  whofe  bounty  all  good  gifts  defcend, 

Do  thou  from  ignorance  mankind  defend  ! 

The  clouds  of  vice  and  folly,  O  controul  ; 

And  fhed  the  beams  of  wifdom  on  the  foul ! 

Thofe  radiant  beams,  by  whofe  all-piercing  flame 

Thy  juftice  rules  thisuniverfal  frame. 

That  honour'd  with  a  portion  of  thy  light 

We  may  effay  thy  goodnefs  to  requite 

Willi  honorary  longs,  and  grateful  lays, 

And  hymn  thy  glorious  works  with  ceafelefs  praife, 

The  proper  talk  of  man ;  and  fure  to  ling 

Of  nature's  laws,  and  nature's  mighty  king 

Is  blifs  fupreme.     Let  gods  with  mortals  join  ! 

I  he  fubjeft  may  tranfpoit  a  breaft  divine. 


EUPOUS's 
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EUPOLIS's   HYMN    to    the   CREATOR. 

THE     OCCASION. 

Part  of  a  (new)  Dialogue  I  etween  Plalo  and  Eupolis. — The  rejl  not 

extant. 

Eup.  But  is  it  not  a  little  hard,  that  you  fhould  banifh 
all  our  fraternity  from  your  new  common  wealth?  What 
hurt  has  father  Homer  clone,  that  you  difmifs  him  among 
the  reft? 

Plato.  Certainly  the  blind  old  gentleman  lies  with  the 
beft  grace  in  the  world.  But  a  lie,  handlbmely  told,  de- 
bauches the  tafte  and  morals  of  a  people.  Befides,  his  talcs 
of  the  gods  are  intolerable,  and  derogate  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree from  the  dignity  of  the  Divine  Nature. 

Eup.  But  do  you  really  think,  that  thofe  faults  are  infe- 
parable  from  the  poetry?  May  not  the  One  Supreme  be 
lung,  without  any  intermixture  of  them? 

Plato.  I  mult  own,  I  hardly  ever  faw  any  thing  of  that 
nature.  But  I  (hall  be  glad  to  lee  you,  or  any  other,  attempt 
and  fucceed  in  it.  On  that  condition,  I  will  gladly  exempt 
you  from  the  fate  of  your  brother  poets. 

Eup.  I  am  far  from  pretending  to  be  a  ftandard.  But  I 
will  do  the  beft  I  can. 

The    HYMN. 

AUTHOR  of  being,  fource  of  light, 

With  unfading  beauties  bright, 
Fulnefs,  goodnefs,  rolling  round 
Thy  own  fair  orb  without  a  bound  : 
Whether  thee  thy  fuppliants  call 
Truth  or  good,  or  one,  or  all, 
Ei,  orjao;  thee  we  hail 
Effence  that  can  never  fail, 
Grecian  or  Barbaric  name, 
Thy  ftedfaft  being  ftill  the  fame. 

Thee,  when  morning  greets  the  ikies 
With  rofy  cheeks  and  humid  eyes  ; 
Thee,  when  tweet  declining  day 
Sinks  in  purple  waves  away  ; 
Thee  will  1  ling,  O  parent  Jove, 
And  teach  the  world  to  praifc  and  love. 

Yonder  azure  vault  on  hiqh, 
Yonder  blue,  low,  liquid  ikv. 

Earth, 
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Earth,  on  its  firm  bafts  plac'd, 

And  with  circling  waves  embrac'd, 

All  creating  pow'r  confefs, 

All  their  mighty  maker  blefs. 

Thou  fhak'ft  all  nature  with  thy  nod, 

Sea,  earth,  and  air  confefs  thee  God  : 

Yet  does  thy  pow'rful  hand  fuftain 

Both  earth  and  heaven,  both  firm  and  main. 

Scarce  can  our  daring  thought  arife 

To  thy  pavilion  in  the  ikies  ; 

Nor  can  Plato's  felf  declare 

The  blifs,  the  joy,  the  rapture  there. 

Barren  above  thou  doft  not  reign, 

But  circled  with  a  glorious  train. 

The  fons  of  God,  the  fons  of  light, 

Ever  joying  in  thy  fight : 

For  thee  their  filver  harps  are  ftrung, 

Ever  beauteous,  ever  young, 

Angelic  forms  their  voices  raife, 

And  thro'  heav'ns  arch  refound  thy  praife. 

The  feather'd  fowls  that  fwim  the  air, 
And  bathe  in  liquid  ether  there, 
The  lark,  precentor  of  their  choir, 
Leading  them  higher  ftill  and  higher, 
Liften  and  learn  ;  th'  angelic  notes 
Repeating  in  their  warbling  throats  : 
And  ere  to  foft  repofe  they  go, 
Teach  them  to  their  lords  below  : 
On  the  green  turf,  their  moffy  neft, 
The  ev'ning  anthem  fwells  their  breaft. 
Thus  like  thy  golden  chain  from  high 
Thy  praife  unites  the  earth  and  fky. 

Source  of  light,  thou  bid'ft  the  fun 

On  his  burning  axles  run  ; 

The  ftars  like  dull:  around  him  fly, 

And  ftrew  the  area  of  the  iky. 

He  drives  fo  fwift  his  race  above, 

Mortals  can't  perceive  him  move : 

So  fmooth  his  courfe,  oblique  or  (trait, 

Olympus  (hakes  not  with  his  weight. 

As  the  queen  of  folemn  night 

Fills  at  his  vafe  her  orb  of  light, 

Imparted 
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Imparted  luftre  ;  thus  we  fee. 
The  folar  virtue  (nines  by  thee. 

Eirefione,  we'll  no  more, 

Imaginary  pow'r,  adore ; 

Since  oil,  and  wool,  and  cheerful  wine, 

And  life-iuftaining  bread  are  thine. 

Thy  herbage,  O  great  Pan,  fuftains 
The  flocks  that  graze  our  Attic  plains  ; 
The  olive,  with  frelh  verdure  crown'd, 
Riles  pregnant  from  the  ground  ; 
At  thy  command  it  (hoots  and  fprings, 
And  a  thoufand  blcflings  brings. 
Minerva  only,  is  thy  mind, 
Wildom  and  bounty  to  mankind. 
The  fragrant  thyme,  the  bloomy  rofe, 
.Herb,  and  flow'r,  and  fhrub  that  grows 
On  Theffalian  Tempe's  plain, 
Or  where  the  rich  Sabaeans  reign, 
That  treat  the  tafte,  or  fmell,  or  fight, 
For  food,  for  med'cine,  or  delight  ; 
Planted  by  thy  parent  care, 
Spring,  and  imile,  and  flourifh  there. 

O  ye  nurfes  of  foft  dreams, 
Reedy  brooks,  and  winding  dreams, 
Or  murm'ring  o'er  the  pebbles  fheen, 
Or  Hiding  thro'  the  meadows  green, 
Or  where  thro'  matted  fedge  you  creep, 
Travelling  to  your  parent  deep  : 
Sound  his  praife,  by  whom  you  rofe 
That  fea  which  neither  ebbs  nor  flows. 

O  ye  immortal  woods  and  groves, 
Wnich  th'   enamour'd   fludent  loves ; 
Beneath  whole  venerable  (hade, 
For  thought  and  friendly  converfe  made, 
Fam'd  Hecadem,  old  hero,  lies, 
Whofe  (hrine  is  (haded  from  the  fkies, 
And  thro'  the  gloom  of  lilent  night 
Projects  from  far  its  trembling  light, 
You,  whofe  roots  defcend  as  low, 
As  high  in  air  your  branches  grow  ; 
Your  "leafy  arms    to  heav'n  extend, 
Bend  your  heads,  in  homage  bend: 

Cedars 
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Cedars  and  pines,  that  wave  above, 
And  the  oak  belov'd  of  Jove. 

Omen,  monfter,  prodigy, 

Or  nothing  are,   or  jove  from  thee  ! 

Whether  various  nature  play, 

Or  re-invers'd  thy  will  obey, 

And. to  rebel-man  declare 

Famine,   plague  or  wafteful  war. 

Laugh  ye  profane,  who  dare  defpife 

The  threat'ning  vengeance  of  the  ikies, 

Whilft  the  pious,  on  his  guard, 

Undilmay'd  is  ftill  prepared  : 

Life  or  death,    his  mind's   at  reft 

Since  what  thou  fend'ft  muft  needs  be  beft. 

No  evil  can  from  thee  proceed 

'Tis  only  fuffered,  not  decreed. 

Darknels  is  not  from  the  fun, 

Nor  mount  the  fhades  'till  he  is  gone : 

Then  does  night  obfcene  arife 

From  Erebus,  and  fill  the  Ikies, 

Fantaftic  forms  the  air  invade, 

Daughters  of  nothing  and  of  fhade. 

Can  we  forget  thy  guardian  care, 

Slow  to  punifh,  prone  to  fpare, 

Thou  brak'fi:  the  haughty  Perlian's  pride, 

That  dar'd  old  ocean's  power  deride  ; 

Their  fhipwrecks  ftrew'd  the  Eubean  wave, 

At  Marathon  they  found  a  grave. 

O  ye  bleft  Greeks,  who  there  expir'd, 

For  Greece  with  pious  ardor  fir'd  : 

What  {urines  or  altars  (hall  we  raife 

To  fecure  your  endlefs  praife? 

Or  need   we  monuments   fupply, 

To  refcue  what  can  never  die  ! 

And  yet  a  greater  hero  far 
(Unlefs  great  Socrates  could  err) 
Shall  rife  to  blefs  fome  future  day, 
And  teach  to  live  and  teach  to  pray. 
Come,  unknown  inftructor,    come  ! 
Our  leaping  hearts  fhall  make  thee  room : 
Thou  with  Jove  our  vows  (halt  (hare, 
Of  Jove  and  thee  we  are  the  care. 

Vol.  Ill,  S  O  Father, 
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O  Father,  king,  whofe  heav'nly  face 
Shines  f'erene  on  all  thy  race, 
We  thy  magnificence  adore, 
And  thy  well-known  aid  implore  : 
Nor  vainly  for  thy  help  we  call  ; 
Nor  can  we  want  ;  for  thou  art  all ! 


To    Leuconoe. 

Tlmt  we  fliouhl  enjoy  the  prefect  hour,  and  lay  afxde  anxiety  for 
the  morrow. 

IN  vain  would  you  confult  aftrologers,  Leuconoe,  to 
difcover  the  term  of  your  life  or  mine.  It  is  not  given  to 
man  to  unveil  the  myfteries  of  fate.  Be  ruled  by  me,  let 
things  take  their  courie,  and  make  the  mod  you  can  of  all 
events. 

Whether  then  Jupiter  allows  you  flill  a  long  fuccefllon  of 
years ;  or  whether  this,  in  which  you've  caufed  ftrong  moles 
to  be  thrown  into  the  Tufcan  lea  to  break  the  violence  of 
the  waves,  mufl:  be  your  laft,  if  you  be  wife,  you  will  attend 
your  ordinary  affairs,  and  regulate  your  hopes  by  the  fhort- 
nefs  of  your  life.  Ltt  time  jealous  of  our  pleafures  fteal 
himfelf  away  from  us  as  faft  as  he  can,  this  very  moment 
whilft  I  fpeak  to  you,  begin  to  enjoy  the  Hitting  day,  nor 
reckon  much  upon  to-morrow.  Horace. 


To     Tarquetus. 

He  is  invited  to  make  the  mo(i  of  life  from  the  confederation  of 
the  nectjjity   of  death. 

THE  fnow  diflblves,  the  field  its  verdure  fpreads, 
The  trees  high  wave  in  air  their  leafy  heads  ; 
Earth  feels  the  change  ;  the  rivers  calm  fubfide, 
And  fmooth  along  their  banks  decreasing  glide  ; 
The  elder  Grace,  with  her  fair  lifter  train, 
In  naked  beauty  dances  o'er  the  plain  ; 
The  circling  hours,  that  fwiftly  wing  their  way, 
And  in  their  flight  con  fume  the  finding  day  ; 
Thole  circling  hours,  and  all  the  various  year, 
Convince  us,  nothing  is  immortal  : 

la  vi  les  cola  winter  melts  u\v.'\  ; 

Soou  wafles  the  fpring  in  Cummer's  burning  ray: 
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Yet  fummer  dies  in  autumn's  fruitful  reign, 
And  llow-pac'd  winter  foon  returns  again. 
The  moon  renews  her  orb  with  growing  light: 
But  when  we  link  into  the  depths  of  night, 
Where  all  the  good,  the  rich,  the  brave  are  laid, 
Our  beft  remains  are  allies  and  a  fhade. 

Who  knows  if  heaven,  with  ever-bounteous  power, 
Shall  add  to-morrow  to  the  .prefent  hour? 
But  know,  that  wealth,  beftow'd  to  gay  delight, 
Far  from  thy  ravening  heir  (hall  fpeed  its  flight ; 
But  foon  as  Minos,  thron'd  in  awful  ftate, 
Shall  o'er  thee  fpeak  the  folemn  words  of  fate, 
Nor  virtue,  birth,  nor  eloquence  divine, 
Shall  bid  the  grave  its  deftin'd  prey  refign: 
Nor  chafte  Diana  from  infernal  night 
Could  bring  her  modeft  favourite  back  to  light  ; 
And  hell-defcending  Thefeus  ftrove  in  vain 
To  break  his  amorous  friend's  Lethasan  chain. 

Horace. 


To    Poftumus. 

That  we  can  neither  efcape  death,  nor  retard  it,  and  that  zvejliould 
enjoy  the  blefjings  of  fortune  whiljl  we  may. 

ALAS!  dear'  Poftumus,  alas!  fwift  tho'  unheeded 
glides  unwearied  time.  Old-age,  with  wrinkled  front,  and 
1u lien  death  ftalk  onward  with  gigantic  ftrides,  nor  can 
thy  piety  arreft  their,  courfe  :  a  daily  offering  of  three  hun- 
dred bulis  would  not  appeafe  the  ruthlefs  god,  who  hems  in 
Geryon's  triple  frame  and  Tityos  with  his  fable  ftreams, 
thole  ftreams  that  muft  be  crofted  by  all  whole  life  the  fruits 
of  earth  fuftain,  be  they  or  purpled  kings  or  needy  fwains. 

In  vain  are  we  fecure  from  wounds  of  war  and  broken  bil- 
lows of  hoarfe-founding  feas  ;  in  vain  we  Ihield  us  in  au- 
tumnal months  from  Aufter's  peftilential  blafts. 

For  one  day  we  muft  all  behold  crankling  Cocytus  drag- 
ging on  his  oozy  train,  and  Danus's  difreputable  race,  and 
Siliphus  condemned  to  toil  eternal. 

Thou  muft,  alas!  thou  muft,  my  friend,  forego  thy  lands, 
thy  houfe,  and  charming  wife  :  and  of  thofe  trees  thy  hands 
have  raifed  with  care,  the  odious  cyprefs  fhall  alone  attend  its 
tranlitory  lord. 

S  2  Then 
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Then  thy  bed;  wines,  from  durance  freed,  thy  worthier 
heir  lhall  quaff,  and  flood  the  pavement  with  richer  juice 
than  fparkles  at  the  fumptuous  leads  of  pontiffs.        Horace. 


To     Licinius. 
He  recommends  a  mi, Kile  life  and  an  evennefs  of  temper  in  every 
condition. 

WOULD  my  Licinius  fteer  fecure  thro'  life's  incon- 
fl.mt  fear  Shun  then  with  equal  caution  the  extremes. 
With  rapid  blaft  ambition  ever  drives  into  the  deep  abyfs, 
while  fear  felicitous  to  fhun  aftorm  throws  us  upon  the  rocky 
{hore.  He  who  can  prize  the  golden  mean,  from  tooth  of 
envy  and  from  eye  of  fcorn  fecure,  regards  aloof  the  ruined 
cell  ;  with  fober  life  content  declines  the  envied  fplendor  of 
the  princely  feat.  Rude  winds  with  greater  fpite  attack  the 
mountain-pine ;  more  dreadful  is  the  fall  of  haughty  towers  ; 
and  clouds  againft  proud  hills  difcharge  their  hotter  thun- 
der. 

A  foul  by  virtue's  piecepts  formed  fweetens  difgrace  with 
hope,  and  tempers  fortune's  fweets  with  modefl:  fear.  That 
very  power  who  fends  deforming  ^winter,  bids  nature's  face 
refume  its  charms.  Our  lives,  thfeoloured  with  our  prefent 
woes,  may  (fill  grow  white.  Apollo  fometimes  wakes  to 
voice  his  filent  lyre,  not  always  bends  the  deadly  bow. 

With  courage  and  with  patience  weather  out  the  {forms 
of  fate  ;  and,  when  a  too  indulgent  gale  tranfports,  with 
prudent  care  contract  thy  bloated  talis.  Horace, 


To    Dellius. 

'That  the  Happhefs  of  life  cdnfifls  in  an  evennefs  of  foul,  and 
the  enjoyment  of  innocent  pleafi.re. 
W  HETHER  thy  fpace  of  life  be  fill'd  with  anguifh,  or 
on  the  feflive  day  reclining  in  fome  green  retreat  you  gl.ul- 
fome  quaff  the  racy  juice  of  the  Falerriian  -rape ;  Grice  d 

irt  to  pi fs  the  irremeable  bound,    clear  Dellius,  let  thy 
ii.'iil  in  every  ftate  maintain  unfhaken  calmnefs,  let  not  de- 
al I  when  fortune  knits  her  brow,  nor  joy  diffract 
when  kind  (he  fmiles. 

WhiKt  thy  affairs  and  youth   permit,  vhilft  yet  the  in- 
dulging lifters  fpin  thy  mortal  thread,  fecure  the  golden  mi- 
•  requent  retire  to  thy  fequefter'd  bow'r  where  Ihtely 
pines  and  poplars  white,  with  am'rous  twine  their  circling 

boughs 
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boughs  uniting,  invite  to  fit  beneath  their  (hade  expanded 
o'er  the  eager  ftream,  which  murmurs  in  its  painful  courfe, 
crankling  its  banks.  There  bid  eflfential  fweets  their  odors 
fpread  and  the  exhilarating  glafs  qijicfc  circuit,  there  deck 
thy  temples  with  the  lovely  flowers  of  the  fhort-liv'd  role. 

Pafs  fome  few  days,  my  friend,  and  thou  mutt  quit  thy 
(lately  houfe  at  Rome  which  over-looks  thy  dear-bought  am- 
bient grove,  forego  thy  rural  feat  which  Tiber  with  his  yel- 
low waters  laves,  and  to  thy  heir  refign  thy  treafures.  Thine 
the  trouble  to  amafs,  but  his  the  pleafure  to  enjoy. 

In  tine,  or  rich  or  poor,  of  noble  or  ignoble  blood,  'tis  all 
a  cafe,  you  only  live  to  link  at  laft  the  victim  of  the  ruthlefs 
god. 

The  gloomy  journey  muft  be  trod  by  all.  Our  lots  are 
fhurHed  in  one  common  urn  :  fooner  or  later  forth  they  leap, 
and  on  old  Charon's  barge  embark  us,  never,  ah !  never  to 
return.  Horace. 


"The  fevond  Olympie   Ode  of  Pindar* 
Strophe    I. 

Y  E  choral  hymns,  harmonious  lays, 
Sweet  rulers  of  the  Lyric  firing, 
What  God  ?  what  hero's  godlike  praife  ? 

What  mortals  fhallweling? 
With  Jove,  with  Pifa's  guardian  god, 
Begin,  O  Mufe,  th'  Olympic  ode. 
Alcidcs,  Jove's  heroic  Ion, 

The  fecond  honours  claims  ; 
Who  offering  up  the  fpoils  from  Augeas  won, 
Eflablifh'd  to  his  fire  th'  Olympic  games ; 
Where  bright  in  wreaths  of  conqueft  Theron  fhone. 

Then  of  victorious  Theron  fing! 
Of  Theron  hofpitable,  juft,  and  great ! 
Fam'd  Agrigentum's  honoui'd  Kino;, 
The  prop  and  bulwark  ol  her  tow  ring  (late; 
A  righteous  prince!  whole  flow'ring  virtues  grace 
The  venerable  (tern  of  his  illuftrious  race : 

Antistrophe     I. 

A  race  long  exercis'd  in  woes 
Ere,  fmilingo'er  her  kindred  flood, 
The  manfion  of  their  wifh'd  repofe, 
Their  facred  city  flood  ; 

S  3  And 
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And  through  amaz'd  Sicilia  fhone 
The  luftre  of  their  fair  renown. 
Thence,  as  the  milder  Rites  decreed, 

In  deftin'd  order  born, 
Aufpicious  hours  with   fmoother  pace  fncceed  ; 
While  pow'r  and  wealth  the  noble  line  adorn, 
And  public  favour,  virtue's  richeft  meed. 

O  fon  of  Rhea,  god  fupreme! 
Whofe  kingly  hands  th'  Olympian  fceptre  wield  ! 
Rever'd  on  Alpheus'  iacred  ft  ream  ! 
And  honour'd  moft  in  Pifa's  lifted  field  ! 
Propitious  liften  to  my  foothing  ftrain  ! 
And  to  the  worthy  fons  their  father's  rights  maintain  ! 

E  p  o  d  e     I. 

Peace  on  their  future  life,  and  wealth  beftow  ; 
And  bid  their  prefent  moments  calmly  flow. 
The  deed  once  done  no  pow'r  can  abrogate, 
Not  the  great  fire  of  all  things,  time,  nor  fate. 
But   fweet  oblivion  of  difaftrous  care, 
And  good  fucceeding,  may  the  wrong  repair. 
Loft  in  the  bright  nefs  of  returning  day, 
The  gloomy  terrors  of  the  night  decay  ; 
When  Jove  commands  the  fun  of  joy  to  rife, 
And  opens  into  fmiles  the  cloud-invelop'd  fkies. 

Strophe     II. 

Thy  haplefs  daughters'  various  fate 
This  mortal  truth,  O  Cadmus,  (news, 
Who  vefted  now  with  godlike  ftate 

On  heavenly  thrones  repofe  ; 
And  yet  affliction's  thorny  road 
In  bitter  anguifli  once  they  trod. 
But  blifs  fuperior  hath  eras'd 

The  mem 'ry  of  their  woe  ; 
While  Semele,  on  high  Olympus  plac'd, 
To  heav'nly  zephyrs  bids  her  Irenes  flow, 
Once  by  devouring  lightnings  all  deiae'd. 

There  with  immortal  charms  improv'd, 
Inhabitant  of  heav'ns  ferene  abodes 
She  dwells,  by  virgin  Pallas  lov'd, 
Lov'd  by  Saturnius,  father  of  the  gods  ; 
Lov'd  by  her  youthful  Ion,  whole  brows  divine, 
In  twifting  ivy  bound,  with  joy  eternal  fhine. 

A  N  T  I- 
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Antistropke     II, 
JTo  Ino,  goddefs  of  the  main, 
The  fates  an  equal  lot  decree, 
Rank'd  with  old  ocean's  Nereid  train, 
Bright  daughters  of  the  lea. 
Deep  in  the  pearly  realms  below, 
Immortal  happinefs  to  know. 
But  here  our  day's  appointed  end 

To  mortals  is  unknown  ; 
Whether  diflrefs  our  period  {hall  attend, 
And  in  tumultuous  ilorms  our  fun  go  down, 
Or  to  the  (hades  in  peaceful  calms  defcend. 
For  various  flows  the  tide  of  life, 
Obnoxious  (till  to  fortune's  veering  gale  ; 

Now  rough  with  anguifh,  care,  and  ftrife, 
O'erwhelming  waves  the  fhatter'd  bark  affail : 
Now  glide  ferene  and  fmooth  the  limpid  ftreams  ; 
And  on  the  furface  play  Apollo's  golden  beams. 

E  P  O  D  E     II. 

Thus,  fate,  O  Theron,  that  with  blifs  divine 

And  glory  once  enrich'd  thy  ancient  line, 

Again  reverfing  ev'ry  gracious  deed, 

Woe  to  thy  wretched  lires  and  (name  decreed  ; 

What  time,  encount'ring  on  the  Phocian  plain, 

By  lucklefs  Oedipus  was  Lains  (lain. 

To  parricide  by  fortune  blindly  led, 

His  father's  precious  life  the  hero  (hed  ; 

Doom'd  to  fulfil  the  oncles  of  heav'n, 

To  Thebes'  ill  deftin'd  king  by  Pythian  Phcebus  giv'n. 

Strophe    III. 

But  with  a  fierce  avenging  eye 

Erinnys  the  foul  murder  view'd, 

And  bade  his  warring  offspring  die, 

By  mutual  rage  fubdu'd. 

Pierc'd  by  his  brother's  hateful  Heel 

Thus  haughty  Polynices  fell. 

Therfander,  born  to  calmer  days 

Surviv'd  his  falling  fire, 

In  youthful  games  to  win  immortal  praife  ; 

Renown  in  martial  combats  to  acquire, 

And  high  in  pow'r  th'  Adraftian  houfe  to  raife. 

Forth 
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Forth  from  this  venerable  root 

yEnefidamus  and  his  Theron  fpring  ; 

For  whom  I  touch  my  Dorian  flute, 

For  whom  triumphant  ftrike  my  founding  firing. 

Due  to  his  gldry  is  the  Aonian  Itvain, 

Whofe  virtue  gain'd  the  prize  in  fam'd  Olympia's  plain. 

Anti  strophe    III. 
Alone  in  fam'd  Olympia's  fand 
The  viftor's  chaplet  Theron  wore  ; 
But  with  him  on  the  IAhmian  Aland, 
On  fweet  Caftalia's  fhore, 
The  verdant  crowns,  the  proud  reward 
Of  victory  his  brother  fhar'd, 
Co-partner  in  immortal  praife, 
As  warm'd  with  equal  zeal 
The  light-foot  courfer's  gen'rous breed  to  raife, 
And  whirl  around  the  gaol  the  fervid  wheel. 
The  painful  ftrife  Olympia's  wreath  repays  : 
But  wealth  with  nobler  virtue  join'd 
The  means  and  fair  occafions  muft  procure  ; 
In  glory's  chace  muft  aid  the  mind, 
Expence,  and  toil,  and  danger  to  endure  ; 
With  mingling  rays  they  feed  each  other's  flame, 
And  fhine  the  brighteft  lamp  in  all  the  fphere  of  fame. 

E  p  o  n  e    III. 
The  happy  mortal,  who  thefe  treafures  (hares, 
Well  knows  what  fate  attends  his  gen'rous  cares  ; 
Knows,  that  beyond  the  verge  of  life  and  light, 
In  the  fad  regions  of  infernal  night, 
The  fierce,  impracticable,  churlifh  mind 
Avenging  gods  and  penal  woes  fhall  find  ; 
.Where  Arict  inquiring  juftice  fhall  bewray 
The  crimes  committed  in  the  realms  of  day. 
The  impartial  judge  the  rigid  law  declares, 
No  more  to  berevers'd  by  penitence  or  pray'r^. 

Strophe    IV. 
But  in  the  happy  fields  of  light, 
Where  Phoebus  with  an  equal  ray 
Illuminates  the  balmy  night, 
And  gilds  the  cloudlefs  (Jay, 
In  peaceful,  unmoleAed  joy, 
The  good  their  liniling  hours  employ. 
Them  no  uneafy  wants  conftrain 
To  vex  th'  ungrateful  foil,  To 
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To  tempt  the  dangers  of  the  billowy  main, 

And  break  their  ftrength  with  unabating  toil, 

A  frail  difaftrous  being  to  maintain. 

But  in  their  joyous  calm  abodes, 

The  recompence  of  juftice  they  receive ; 

And  in  the  fellowship  of  gods 

Without  a  tear  eternal  ages  live. 

While  banifh'd  by  the  fates  from  joy  and  reft, 

Intolerable  woes  the  impious  foul  infeft. 

Antistrophe    IV. 

But  they  who,  in  true  virtue  ftrong, 

The  third  purgation  can  endure  ; 

And  keep  their  minds  from  fraudful  wrong, 

And  guilt's  contagion  pure; 

They  through  the  ftarry  paths  of  Jove 

To  Saturn's  blifsful  feat  remove  ; 

Where  fragrant  breezes,  vernal  airs, 

Sweet  Children  of  the  main, 

Purge  the  bleft  ifland  from  corroding  cares 

And  i\m  the  bofomof  each  verdant  plain  : 

Whofe  fertile  foil  immortal  fruitage  bears  ; 

Trees,  from  whofe  flaming  branches  flow 

Anray'd  in  golden  bloom  refulgent  beams ; 

And  llow'rs  of  golden  hue,  that  blow 

On  the  Iiefh  borders  of  their  parent  ftreams. 

Thefe  by  the  bleft  in  folemn  triumph  worn, 

Their  unpolluted  hands  and  cluft'ring  locks  adorn. 

E  p  o  n  e    IV. 
Such  is  the  righteous  will,  the  high  beheft 
Of  Rhadamanthlis,  ruler  of  the  bleft  ; 
The  juft  alfelfor  of  the  throne  divine, 
On  which,  high  rais'd  above  all  gods,  recline, 
Link'd  in  the  golden  bands  of  wedded  love, 
The  great  progenitorsof  thund'ring  Jove. 
There,  in  the  number  of  the  bleft  enroll'd, 
Live  Cadmus,  Peleus,  heroes  fa m'd  of  old  ; 
And. young  Achilles,  to  thofe  ifles  remov'd, 
Soon  as,  by  Thetis  won,  relenting  Jove  approve!. 

Strophe   V. 
Achilles,  who fe  refiftlefs  might 
Troy's  ftable  pillar  overthrew, 
The  valiant  Hector,  firm  in  right, 
And  hardy  Cygnus  flew, 

And 
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And  Memnon,  offspring  of  the  mom, 

In  torrid  ./Ethiopia  born — 

Yet  in  my  well-ftor'd  breaft  remain 

Materials  to  fupply 

With  copious  argument  my  moral  /train, 

Whofe  myftic  fenfe  the  wile  alone  defcry, 

Still  to  the  vulgar  founding  harfh  and  \ain. 

He  only,  in  whofe  ample  breaft 

Nature  hath  true  inherent  genius  pour'd, 

The  praife  of  wifdom  may  contt_ft  ; 

Not  they  who,  with  loquacious  learning  ftor'd, 

Like  crows  and  chatt'ring  jays,   with  clam'rous  cries 

Purfue  the  bird  of  Jove,  that  iails  along  the  fkies. 

Antistrophe    V. 
Come  on !  thy  brighteft  fhafts  prepare, 
And  bend,  O  Mule,  thy  founding  bow; 
Say,  through  what  paths  of  liquid  air 
Our  arrows  fhall  we  throw  ? 
On  Agrigentum  fix  thine  eye, 
Thither  let  all  thy  quiver  fly. 
And  thou,  O  Agrigentum,  hear, 
While  with  religious  dread, 
And  taught  the  laws  of  jufticeto  revere, 
To  heav'nly  vengeance  1  devote  my  head, 
If  ought  to  truth  repugnant  now  I  fwear, 
Swear,  that  no  (late,   revolving  o'er 
The  long  memorials  of  recorded  days, 
Can  fhew  in  all  her  boafted  ftore 
A  name  to  parallel  thy  Theron's  praife  ; 
One  to  the  acts  of  friendship  fo  inclin'd, 
So  fam'd  for  bounteous  deeds,  and  love  of  human  kind. 

E  p  o  n  e     V. 
Yet  hath  obftrep'rous  envy  fought  to  drown 
The  goodly  mulic  of  his  fweet  renown  : 
While  by  fome  frantic  fpirits  borne  along 
To  mad  attempts  of  violence  and  wrong, 
She  turn'd  againft  him  faction's  raging  flood, 
And  ftrove  with  evil  deeds  to  conquer  good. 
But  who  can  number  ev'ry  fandy  grain 
Wafh'd  by  Sicilia's  hoarle  refounding  main  ? 
Or  who  can  Theron's  gen'rous  works  exprefs, 
And  tell  how  many  hearts  his  bounteous  virtues  blefs  ! 

END     OF     THE     SEVENTH     BOOK. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


IN  this  book  are  united  the  Miracles  and  Parables  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  becaufe  very  little  upon  the  former 
iubje6t  is  to  be  met  with  in  all  Heathen  antiquity  that 
can  any  way  be  depended  upon,  or  that  deferves  the  leaft 
regard.  The  profane  writers,  however,  abound  pretty  much 
with  Parables,  fome  of  which  are  remarkably  beautiful 
and  entertaining.  Let  any  one  attentively  read  the  Choice 
of  Hercules,  by  Prodicus,  the  Picture  of  Human  Life,  by 
Cebes,  or  feveral  of  the  little  Apologues,  by  /Eiop,  and  he 
will  not  fail  of  being  pleafed  and  entertained  by  them.  But 
in  the  Parables  of  our  Lord,  there  is  ufually  luch  a  dignity, 
accompanied  with  Inch  fimplicity  and  decorum,  and  all 
with  a  moral  fo  weighty  and  important,  that  the  pretty  triiles 
of  the  Pagan  fibulifts  come  not  any  thing  near  them  in 
genuine  worth  and  excellence. 


SACRED 


SACRED  LITERATURE. 

BOOK        VIII. 
PART      I. 

Miracles  and  Parables,  from  the  Holy  Scriptures, 


HP 


M  I  R  A  C  L  E  S. 

H  E  Miracles  of  the  Old  Tefhment  are  fo  interwoven 
with  the  hiitory  of  the  Jews  that  they  could  not  eafily 
**-      be  feparated.     The  following,  however,   is  a  com- 
pendious view  of  them:    Tranfiation  of  Enoch — Deluge — 
Confufion  of  languages — Conception  of  Sarah — Fire  on  So- 
dom— Burning  bufh — Rod  turned  into  a  lerpent — Hand  le- 
prous— Rivers  made  blood — Plague  of  frogs — Duft  turned 
into  lice — Swarms  of  flies — Murrain  on  the  cattle — Boils  on 
man  and  beufi — Hail  mingled  with  tire — Locufts — Darknefsto 
be  felt — Death  of  the  firRborn — Sea  divided — Bitter  waters  of 
Marah  (weetened — Rock  gufhes  out  with  water — Law  given  at 
Sinai  with  thunder  and  fire — Quails  for  600000  men — Mofes 
fafts  40  days  and  nights — Manna  given  for  40  years — Nadab 
and  Abihu  burnt  with  lire — Dathan  and  Abiram  fwallowed  up 
— Brazen  ferpent — Afs  fpeaking — Jordan  divided — Sun  and 
moon  (land  ftill — Walls  of  Jericho  fall — Gideon's  fleece — 
Powers  of  Sampfon — Meal  and  oil  multiplied — Widow's  fon 
railed — No  rain  for  three  years — Shunamites  fon  raifed — 

Wonders 
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Wonders  of  Elijah  and  Elifha — Naaman's  leprofy  cured- 


Gehazi  a  leper — 185000  Affyrians  (lain — Sun  goes  backward 
— Three  men  in  a  fiery  furnace — Man's  hand  writing  on  the 
wall — Daniel  in  the  Lion's  den— Jonah  and  the  tifh— Jonah 


and  the  Gourd. 


MIRACLES   of  the   NEW   TESTAMENT. 

'The  leper  cleanfed. 

AND  there  came  a  leper  to  Jefus,  befeeching  him,  and 
kneeling  down  to  him,  and  faying  unto  him,  If  thou  wilt, 
thou  canft  make  me  clean.  And  Jefus  moved  with  compaf- 
fion  put  forth  his  hand,  and  touched  him,  and  faith  unto  him, 
I  will ;  be  thou  clean.  And  as  foon  as  he  had  fpoken,  im- 
mediately the  leprofy  departed  from  him,  and  he  was  cleanfed. 
And  he  flraitly  charged  him,  and  forthwith  lent  him  away; 
And  faith  unto  him,  See  thou  fay  nothing  to  any  man  : 
but  go  thy  way,  (hew  thyfelf  to  theprieft,  and  offer  for  thy 
cleanling  thofe  things  which  Moles  commanded,  for  a  tefti- 
mony  unto  them.  But  he  went  out,  and  began  to  publilh  it 
much,  and  to  blaze  abroad  the  matter,  infomuch  that  Jefus 
could  no  more  openly  enter  into  the  city,  but  was  without 
in  defert  places  :  and  they  came  to  him  from  every  quarter. 

Mark  1,  40 — 45. 


The  centurion's  fcrvant. 

AND  when  Jefus  was  entered  into  Capernaum,  there  came 
unto  him  a  centurion,  befeeching  him,  and  laying,  Lord, 
my  fervant  lieth  at  hotnefick  of  the  palfy,  grievouily  torment- 
ed. And  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  I  will  come  and  heal  him. 
The  centurion  anfwered  and  laid,  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy 
that  thou  fhouldeft  come  under  my  roof:  but  fpeak  the 
word  only,  and  my  fcrvant  {hall  be  healed.  Fori  am  a  map 
under  authority,  having  foldiers  under  me  :  audi  fay  to  this 
man,  Go,  and  he  goeth  ; N  and  to  another,  Come,  and  he 
comet!); ;  and  to  my  lervant,  Do  this,  and  hedoeth  it.  When 
4elus  heard  it,  he  marvelled,  and  faid  to  them  that  followed. 
Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  I  have  not  found  fo  great  faith,  no  not 
in  Ifrael.  And  I  lay  unto  you,  That  many  (hail  come  lr  n 
the  eaft  and  well,  and  lhall  lit  down  with  Abraham  and  Ifaac 
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and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  the  children  of 
the  kingdom  (hall  be  caft  out  into  outer  darknefs  :  there  fhall 
be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth.  And  Jefus  faid  unto  the 
centurion,  Go  thy  way ;  and  as  thou  has  believed,  f'o  be  it 
done  unto  thee.  And  his  fervant  was  healed  in  the  felf  fame 
hour.  Matthew  S.  5— 13. 


Peter's  mother  in  law. 

AND  when  Jefus  was  come  into  Peter's  houfe,  he  faw  his 

wife's  mother  laid,  and  fick  of  a  fever.      And  he  touched  her 

hand,  and  the  fever  left  her ;  and  (he  arofe,  and  miniftered 

unto  them.  Matthew  8.  14— 15. 


T'hefea  and  xvinds  obey  our  Saviour. 
AND  when  even  was  come,  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  Let  us 
pafs  over  unto  the  other  fide-  And  when  they  had  fent  away 
the  multitude,  they  took  him,  even  as  he  was  in  the  (hip. 
And  there  were  alio  with  him  other  little  fhips,  and  there 
arofe  a  great  ftorm  of  wind,  and  the  waves  beat  into  the  fhip, 
fo  that  it  was  now  full.  And  he  was  in  the  hinder  part  of  the 
fhip,  afleep  on  a  pillow.  And  they  awake  him,  and  fay  unto 
him,  Maiter,  careft  thou  not  that  we  perifh  ?  And  he  arofe, 
and  rebuked  the  wind,  and  faid  unto  the  fea,  Peace,  be  ftill. 
And  the  wind  ceafed,  and  there  was  a  great  calm.  And  he 
faid  unto  them,  Why  are  ye  fo  fearful?  how  is  it  that  ye 
have  no  faith?  And  they  feared  exceedingly,  and  faid  one  to 
another,  What  manner  of  man  is  this,  that  even  the  wind 
and  the  fea  obey  him  ?  Mar.':  4.  3.3—4 1  • 


Legion  of  devils  ejelh\'. 
AND  they  came  over  unto  the  other  fide  of  the  fea,  into 
the  country  of  the  Gadarenes.  And  when  he  was  come 
out  of  the  fliip,  immediately  there  met  him  out  of  the  tombs 
a  man  with  an  unclean  fpirit,  who  had  his  dwelling  among 
the  tombs;  and  no  man  could  bind  him,  no  not  with  chains: 
becaufe  that  he  had  been  often  bound  with  fetters  and 
chains,  and  the  chains  had  been  plucked  aiunder  by  him, 
and  the  fetters  broken  in  pieces :  neither  could  any  man 
tame  him.  And  always  night  and  day  he  was  in  the  moun- 
tains and  in  the  tombs,  crying,  and  cutting  himfelf 
with  flones.  But  when  he  faw  Jefus  alar  off,  he  ran  and 
worshipped  him,  and  he  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  and  faid, 
What  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  fon  of  the  mod 

high 
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high  God?  I  adjure  thee  by  God,  that  thou  torment  me 
not.  For  he  faid  unto  me,  Come  out  of  the  man,  thou  un- 
clean fpirit.  And  he  afked  him,  What  is  thy  name?  and 
he  anfwered,  faying,  My  name  is  Legion:  for  we  are  many. 
And  he  befought  him  much  that  he  would  not  fend  them 
away  out  of  the  country.  Now  there  was  there  nigh  unto 
the  mountains  a  great  herd  of  fwine  feeding.  And  all  the 
devils  befought  him,  faying,  Send  us  into  the  fwine:  that 
we  may  enter  into  them.  And  forthwith  Jefus  gave  them 
leave.  And  the  unclean  fpirits  went  out,  and  entered  into 
the  fwine :  and  the  herd  ran  violently  down  a  fleep  place 
into  the  fea,  (they  were  about  two  thoufand;)  and  were 
choked  in  the  lea.  And  they  that  fed  the  fwine  fled,  and 
told  it  in  the  city  and  in  the  country.  And  they  went  out 
to  fee  what  it  was  that  was  done.  And  they  come  to  Jefus 
and  fee  him  that  was  poifelied  with  the  devil,  and  had  the 
legion,  fitting  and  clothed,  and  in  his  right  mind  :  and 
they  were  afraid.  And  they  that  faw  it,  told  them  how  it 
befel  to  him  that  was  poffelled  with  the  devil,  and  alfo  con- 
cerning the  fwine.  And  they  began  to  pray  him  to  depart 
out  of  their  coafts.  And  when  he  was  come  into  the  fhip, 
he  that  had  been  poifelied  with  the  devil  prayed  him  that  he 
might  be  With  him.  Howbeit,  Jefus  flittered  him  not,  but 
faith  unto  him,  Go  home  to  thy  friends,  and  tell  them  how 
oreat  things  the  Lord  hath  done  for  thee,  and  hath  had 
companion  on  the2.  And  he  departed,  and  began  to  pub- 
lifli  in  Decapolis  how  great  things  Jefus  had  done  for  him  : 
and  all  men  did  marvel.  Mark  5.  1 — 20. 


Paralytic  healed* 

AND  it  came  to  pafs  on  a  certain  day,  as  he  was  teach- 
that  there  were  Fhavifees  and  doctors  of  the  law  fitting 
l.y~   which  were  come  out  of  every  town  of  Galilee,    and 
judea,  andjerulalein:  and  the  power  of  the  Lord  v. 
lent  to  heal  them.      And  behold,   men  brought   in  a 

.  b  taken  with  the  pally:  and  they  fought  means 
to  bring  him  in,  and  to  lay  him  before  him.  And  u  hen  they 
could  not  find  by  what  way  they  might  bring  him  in,  becaufe 
of  the  multitude,  they  went  upon  the  houfe-top,  and  let  him 
dowa  through  the  tiling  with  his  couch  into  the  midft  bc- 
felus.   '  And  when  he  faw  their  faith,  he  Lid  unto  him, 
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Man,  thy  fins  are  forgiven  thee.  And  the  fcribes  and  the 
Pharifees  began  toreafon,  faying,  Who  is  this  which  fpeaketh 
blafphemies?  Who  can  forgive  fins,  but  God  alone?  But 
when  Jefus  perceived  their  thoughts,  he  anlwering,  faid  un- 
to them,  What  reafon  ye  in  your  hearts  ?  Whether  is  eafier 
to  fay,  Thy  fins  be  forgiven  thee;  or  to  fay,  Rife  up  and 
waft  r  But  that  ye  may  know  that  the  Son  of  man  hath 
power  upon  earth  to  forgive  fins,  (he  faid  unto  the  fick  of 
the  pally)  I  fay  unto  thee,  Arife,  and  take  up  thy  couch 
and  go  unto  thine  hgufe.  And  immediately  he  role  up  be- 
fore them,  anil  took  up  that  whereon  he  lay,  and  departed 
to  his  own  houfe,  glorifying  God.  And  they  were  all 
amazed,  and  they  glorified  God,  and  were  filled  with  fear, 
faying,  We  have  leen  ftrange  things  to-day. 

Luke  5.  17 — 26. 


Bloody  ijfue  healed. 

AND  a  certain  woman,  which  had  an  ifTue  of  blood 
twelve  years,  and  had  fuffered  many  things  of  many  phyfi- 
cians,  and  had  fpent  all  that  (lie  had,  and  was  nothing  bettered, 
but  rather  grew  worfe,  when  (he  had  heard  of  Jefus,  came 
in  the  prefs  behind,  and  touched  his  garment.  For  fhe  faid, 
If  I  may  touch  but  his  clothes,  I  fhall  be  whole.  And  ftraight- 
way  the  fountain  of  her  blood  was  dried  up  ;  and  fhe  felt  in 
her  body  that  fhe  was  healed  of  that  plague.  And  Jefus 
immediately  knowing  in  himfelf  that  virtue  had  gone  out  of 
him,  turned  him  about  in  the  prefs,  and  faid,  Who  touched 
rny  clothes?  And  his  difciples  faid  unto  him,  Thou  feefl 
the  multitude  thronging  thee,  and  fayeftthou,  Who  touched 
me?  And  he  looked  round  about  to  fee  her  that  had  done 
this  thing.  But  the  woman  fearing  and  trembling,  know- 
ing what  was  done  in  her,  came,  and  fell  down  before  him, 
and  told  him  all  the  truth.  And.  he  faid  unto  her,  Daugh- 
ter, thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole:  go  in  peace,  and  be 
whole  of  thy  plague.  '  Marks'.  25J~3'4 


Jairus'  daughter  raifed. 

AND  when  Jefus  was  paffed  over  again  by  (hip  unto  the 
other  fide,  much  people  gathered  unto  him :  and  he  was 
nigh  unto  the  lea.  And  behold,  there  cometh  one  of  the 
rulers  of  the  fynagogue,  Jairus  by  name;  and  when  he  faw 
him,  he  fell  at  his  feet,  and  befought  him  greatly,  faying, 

Vol.  111.  T  My 


** 
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My  little  daughter,  licth  at  the  point  of  death  :  1  pray  thee, 
come,  and  by  thy  hands  on  her,  that  fhe  may  be  healtd  ; 
and  (he  (hall  live.  And  Jefus  went  with  him  :  and  much 
people  followed  him,  and  thronged  him.  And  there  came 
lrom  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue's  houfe  certain  which  faid, 
Thy  daughter  is  dead :  why  troubled  thou  the  matter  any 
further?  As  foon  as  Jefus  heard  the  word  that  was  fpoken, 
he  faith  unto  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,  Be  not  afraid,  only 
believe.  And  he  fi.ffered  no  man  to  follow  him,  fave  Peter, 
and  James,  and  John  the  brother  of  James.  And  he  cometh 
to  the  houfe  of  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,  and  feeth  the  tu- 
mult, and  them  that  wept  and  wailed  greatly.  And  when 
he  was  come  in,  he  faith  unto  them,  Why  make  ye  this 
ado,  and  weep?  the  dam  (el  is  not  dead,  but  fleepeth.  And 
they  laughed  him  to  icorn.  Cut  when  he  had  put  them  all 
out,  he  taketh  the  Kit  her  and  the  mother  of  the  damfel,  and 
them  that  were  with  him,  and  entereth  in  where  the  damfel 
was  lying.  And  he  took  the  damfel  by  the  hand,  and  faid 
unto  her,  Talitha.  curoi;  which  is,  being  interpreted,  Dam- 
iel,  I  fay  unto  thee,  arife.  And  flraightway  the  damfel 
arofe,  and  walked.;  for  ibe  was  of  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
And  they  were  afronifhed  with  a  great  aftonifhment. 

Afar*  5.  21—24.35—42. 


Irco  blind  men  reftored  tojight. 
AND  when  Jefus  departed  thence,  two  blind  men  follow- 
ed him,  crying,  and  faying,  Thou  fon  of  David,  have  mercy 
on  us.  And  when  he  was  come  into  the  houfe,  the  blind 
men  came  to  him:  and  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  Believe 
ye  that  1  am  able  to  do  this  <  They  faid  unto  him,  Yea, 
Lord.  Then  touched  he  tl.eir  eyes,  faying,  According  to 
your  faith  be  it  unto  yon.  And  their  eyes  were  opened; 
and  Jefus  ftraitly  charged  them,  faying,  See  that  no  man 
know  it.  But  they,  when  they  were  departed,  fpread  abroad 
his  fame  in  all  that  country.  Malthav  9.  27 — 3 1 , 


Withered  hand  healed. 
AND  when  he  was  departed  thence,  he  went  into  their 
fynagogue:  and,  behold,  there  was  a  man  which  had  his 
hand  withered.  And  they  aflced  him,  faying,  Is  it  lawful 
to  heal  on  the  fabbath  days?  that  they  might  accufe  him. 
And  he  laid  unto  them,  What  man  lhall  there  be  among 
you  that  (hall  have  one  fheen,  and  if  it  fall  into  a  pit  on  the 

fabbath 
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fabbath  day,  will  he  not  lay  hold  on  it,  and  lift  it  out  ? 
How  much  then  is  a  man  better  than  a  fheep ?  Wherefore  it 
is  lawful  to  do  well  on  the  fabbath  days.  Then  faith  he  to 
the  man,  Stretch  forth  thine  hand.  And  he  ftretched  it  forth  ; 
and  it  was  reflored  whole,  like  as  the  other. 

Matthexv  12.  9 — 13. 


Deaf  man  cured, 

AND  again,  departing  from  the  coaftsof  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
he  came  unto  the  lea  of  Galilee,  through  the  midft  of  the 
coafts  of  Decapolis.  And  they  bring  unto  him  one  that  was 
deaf  and  had  an  impediment  in  his  fpeech  ;  and  they  befeech 
him  to  put  his  hand  upon  him.  And  he  took  him  aflde  from 
the  multitude,  and  put  his  fingers  into  his  ears,  and  he  fpit, 
and  touched  his  tongue  ;  and  looking  up  to  heaven,  he  figh- 
ed,  and  faith  unto  him,  Ephphatha,  that  is,  Be  opened. 
And  ftraightway  his  ears  were  opened,  and  the  firing  of  his 
tongue  was  loofed,  and  he  fpake  plain.  And  he  charged 
them  that  they  fliould  tell  no  man  :  but  the  more  he  charged 
them,  fo  much  the  more  a  great  deal  they  published  it ;  and 
were  beyond  meafure  aftonilhed,  faying,  He  hath  done  all 
things  well:  he  maketh  both  the  deaf  to  hear,  and  the  dumb 
to  fpeak.  Mark  7.  31 — 37. 


Blind  and  dumb  healed. 

AND  there  was  brought  unto  him  one  pofleffed  with  a 
devil,  blind  and  dumb :  and  he  healed  him,  infomuch  that 
the  blind  and  dumb  both  fpake  and  faw.  And  all  the  peo- 
ple were  amazed,  and  laid,  Is  not  this  the  fon  of  David  ? 
But  when  the  Pharifees  heard  it,  they  faid,  This  fellow  doth 
not  caft  out  devils,  but  by  Beelzebub  the  prince  of  the 
devils.  And  Jefus  knew  their  thoughts,  and  faid  unto  them, 
Every  kingdom  divided  againft  itfelf,  is  brought  to  defola- 
tion  :  and  every  city  or  houfe  divided  againfl  itfelf  fhall  not 
(land.  And  if  Satan  call  out  Satan,  he  is  divided  againft 
himlelf;  how  fhall  then  his  kingdom  Rand?  And  if  I  by 
Eeelzebub  cafl  out  devils,  by  whom  do  your  children  cafe, 
them  out  ?  therefore  they  fhall  be  your  judges.  But  if  I  caft 
out  devils  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  then  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  come  unto  you.  Or  elfe,  how  can  one  enter  into  a  ftrong 
man's  houfe,  and  fpoil  his  goods,  except  he  firll  bind  the 
ftrong  man?  and  then  he  will  fpoil  his  houfe.     He  that  is 
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not  with  me,  is  againft  me:  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with 
me,  fcattereth  abroad.  Wherefore  I  fay  unto  you,  All  man- 
ner of  iin  and  blafphemy  fliall  l>r  forgiven  unto  men:  but 
the  blafphemy  againft  the  holy  Ghofi,  (hall  not  be  forgiven 
unto  men.  And  whofoever  fpeaketh  a  word  againft  the  Son 
of  man,  it  fliall  be  forgiven  him;  but  whofoever  fpeak.th 
againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  it  fliall  not  be  forgiven  him,  nei- 
ther in  this  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come.  Either 
'(•tree  good,  and  his  fruit  good;  or  clie  make  the 
tree  corrupt,  and  his  feuit  corrupt:  for  the  tree  is  known  by 
his  fruit.  O  generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye,  being  evil, 
fpeak  good  things?  for  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart 
the  mouth  fpeaketh.  A  good  man  out  of  the  good  treafure 
of  the  heart,  bringeth  forth  good  things;  and"  an  evil  man 
out  of  the  evil  treafure,  bringeth  forth  evil  things.  But  I 
fay  unto  you,  That  every  idle  word  that  men  fliall  fpeak, 
they  (hall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.  For 
1  v  thy  words  thou  (halt  be  juftified,  and  by  thy  words  thou 
{halt  be  condemned.  ■Maff/tew  12.  22 — 37. 

Our  Suiiour  fcedcth  fve  thoufand. 

A  ND  whenJefiSte  heard  of  the  death  of  John,  he  departed 
thence  by  fhip  kito  a  defert  place,  apart  :  and  when  the  peo- 
ple had  heard  thereof,  they  'followed  him  on  foot  out  of  the 
cities.  Andjefus  went  forth,  and  faw  a  great  multitude, 
and  was  moved  with  companion  toward  them,  and  he  healed 
their  lick.  And  when  it  was  evening,  his  difcipks  came  to 
ban,  faying,  This  is  a  defert  place,  and  the  time  is  now 
pafi  ;  fend  the  multitude  away,  that  they  may  go  into  the 
villages  and  buy  themidves  victuals.  But  Jefus  laid  unto 
them,  They  need  not  depart,  give  ye  them  to  eat.  And 
they  laid  unto  him,  We  have  here  but  five  loaves,  and  two 
fillies.  He  laid,  .bring  them  hither  to  me.  And  he  com- 
manded the  multitude  to  fit  down  on  the  grafs,  and  took  the 
liv\.  loaves,  and  the  two  tifhes,  and  looking  up  to  heaven, 
he  blelfed,  and  brake,  and  gave  the  loaves  to  his  difciplesj 
and  the  dilciples  to  the  multitude.  And  they  did  all  eat, 
and  were  filled  :  and  they  took  up  of  the  fragments  that  re- 
mained, twelve  bafkcis.iull.  And  they  that  had  eaten  wew 
about  five  thoufand  men,  befide  women  and  children. 

Matthew  14.    13 — 21. 
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Our  Saviour  walketh  on  the  fea. 
AND  ftraightway  Jefus  conftrained  his  difciples  to  get 
into  a  fhip,  and  to  go  before  him  unto  the  other  fide,  while 
he  fent  the  multitudes  away.  And  when  he  had  lent  the 
multitudes  away,  he  went  up  into  a  mountain  apart  to  pray  : 
and  when  the  evening  was  come,  he  was  there  alone.'  But 
the  fhip  was  now  in  the  raidft  of  the  fea,  toffed  with  waves  : 
for  the  wind  was  contrary.  And  in  the  fourth  watch  of  the 
night,  Jefus  went  unto  them  walking  on  the  fea.  And  when 
the  difciples  faw  him  walking  on  the  fea,  they  were  troubled, 
f iving,  It  is  a  fpirit ;  and  they  cried  out  for  fear.  But 
ftraightway  Jefus  fpake  unto  them,  faying,  Be  of  good  cheer, 
it  is  I;  be  not  afraid.  And  Peter  anfwered  him,  and  faid^ 
Lord,  if  it  be  thou,  bid  me  come  unto  thee  on  the  water. 
And  he  faid,  Come.  And  when  Peter  was  come  down  out 
of  the  fhip,  he  walked  on  the  water  to  go  to  Jefus.  But 
when  he  faw  the  wind  boifterous,  he  was  afraid  :  and  beam- 
ing to  fink,  he  cried,  faying,  Lord,  fave  me.  And  imme- 
diately Jefus  ftretched  forth  his  hand,  and  caught  him,  and 
(aid  unto  him,  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didft  thou 
doubt  ?  And  when  they  were  come  into  the  (hip,  the  wind 
ceafed.  Then  they  that  .were  in  the  fhip  came  and  wor- 
fhipped  him,  faying,  Of  a  truth  thou  art  the  Son  of  God. 

Matthew  14.  22 — 33. 
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Woman  of  Canaan  s  daughter  cured. 

THEN  Jefus  went  thence,  and  departed  into  the  coafrs 
of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  And  behold,  a  woman  of  Canaan  came 
out  of  the  fame  coaRs,  and  cried  unto  him,  laying,  Have 
mercy  on  me,  O  Lord,  thou  fon  of  David ;  my  daughter 
is  grievoufly  vexed  with  a  devil.  But  he  anfwered  her  not 
a  word.  And  his  difciples  came  and  bel'ought  him,  fayincr 
Send  her  away.for  fhe  crieth  after  us.  But  he  anfwered  and  faid' 
I  am  not  fent,  but  unto  the  loft  fheep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifraef 
Then  came  Ore  and  worfhipped  him,  faying,  Lord,  help  me. 
But  he  anfwered  and  faid,  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's 
bread  and  to  caft  it  to  dogs.  And  Hie  faid,  Truth,  Lord- 
yet  the  dogs  eat  of  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  their  matter's 
table.  Then  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto  her,  O  woman 
great  is  thy  faith  :  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt.  And 
her  daughter  was  made  whole  from  that  very  hour. 

Matthew  15.  21 — 28. 
'— m^—m — — 
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Our  Saviour  fccdcth  four  thoujand. 

THEN  Jefus  called  his  difciples  unto  him,  and  faid,  I 
have  companion  on  the  multitude,  bec'aufe  they  continue 
with  me  now  three  days,  and  have  nothing  to  eat :  and  I  will 
not  fend  them  away  fatting,  left  they  faint  in  the  way. 
And  his  difciples  fay  unto  him,  Whence  fhould  we  have  fo 
much  bread  in  the  wildernefs,  as  to  fill  fo  great  a  mul- 
titude? And  Je(us  faith  unto  them,  How  many  loaves 
have  ye?  and  they  laid,  Seven,  and  a  few  little  hfhes.  And 
he  commanded  the  multitude  to  fit  down  on  the  ground. 
And  he  took  the  (even  loaves,  and  the  fifhes,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake  them,  and  gave  to  his  difciples,  and  the 
difciples  to  the  multitude.  And  they  did  all  eat,  and  were 
filled:  and  they  took  up  of  the  broken  meat  that  was  left, 
icven  balkets  full.  And  they  that  did  eat  were  four  thou- 
fand  men,  befide  women  and  children.     Matlheiv  15.32 — 38. 

Blind  man  rejhred. 
AND  Jefus  cometh  to  Bethfaida,  and  they  bring  a 
blind  man  unto  him,  and  belbught  him  to  touch  him. 
And  he  took  the  blind  man  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  out 
of  the  town;  and  when  he  had  fpit  on  his  eyes,  and  put 
his  hand  upon  him,  he  afked  him  if  he  faw  ought.  And 
he  looked  up,  and  faid,  I  fee  men,  as  trees,  walking. 
After  that  he  put  his  hands  again  upon  his  eyes,  and  made 
him  look  up:  and  he  was  reftored,  and  faw  every  man 
clearly.  And  he  fent  him  away  to  hishoufe,  faying,  Neither 
go  into  the  town,  nor  tell  it  to  any  in  the  town. 

Mark  3.  22 — 26. 


Crooked  Woman  made  fir  eight, 
AND  as  Jefus  was  teachinginone  ofthefynagogueson  the 
fabbath,  behold  there  was  a  woman  which  had  a  fpirit  ot  infir- 
mity eighteen  years,  and  was  bowed  together,  and  could  in  no 
wife  lift  up  herfelf.  And  whehjefus  faw  her,  he  called  her 
to  him,  and  laid  unto  her,  Woman,  thou  art  Ioofed  from  thine 
infirmity.  And  he  laid  his  hands  on  her:  and  immediately 
fhe  was  Aacie  ftraight,  and  glorified  God.  And  the  ruler  of 
the  fynagogue  aniwered  with  indignation,  becaufe  that 
Jefus  had  healed  on  the  fabbath-day,  and  (aid  unto  the  peo- 
ple, There  are  lix  days  in  which  men  ought  to  work:  in 
them  therefore  come  and  be  healed,  ami  not  on  the  fabbath- 
day.     The    Lord   then    anfwered    him,   and    faid,    Thou 
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hypocrite,  doth  not  each  one  of  you  on  the  fabbath  loofe 
his  ox,  or  his  afs  from  the  (rail,  and  lead  him  away  to  water- 
in<r?  'And  ought  not  this  woman,  being  a  daughter  of 
Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath  bound,  lo,  thel'e  eighteen  years, 
be  loofed  from  this  bond  on  the  fabbath-day?  And  when 
he  had  (aid  thefe  things,  all  his  adveriaries  were  afhamed  : 
and  all  the  people  rejoiced  for  all  the  glorious  things  that 
were  done  by  him.     Luke  13.  10—17. 

Our  Saviour  transfigured. 
AND  Jefus  {aid  unto  his  difciple>,  Verily!  fay  unto 
you  that  there  be  1'ome  of  them  that  ftand  here  which 
(hall  not  tafle  of  death,  till  they  have  feen  the  kingdom  ol 
God  come  with  power.  And  after  lix  days  Tefus  taketh 
with  him  Peter,  and  James,  and  John,  and  leadeth  them  up 
into  an  high  mountain  apart  by  themlelves  :  and  he  was 
transfigured  before  them.  And  his  raiment  became  finning, 
exccedms;  white  as  fnow ;  fa  as  no  fuller  on  earth  can  white 
them  And  there  appeared  unto  them  Elias,  with  Moles : 
and  they  were  talking  with  Jefus.  And  Peter  anfwered,  and 
faid  to  Jefus,  MaRer,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here :  and  let 
us  make  three  tabernacles;  one  for  thee,  and  one  for 
Mofes,  and  one  for  Elias.  For  he  wilt  not  what  to  fay, 
for  they  were  fore  afraid.  And  there  was  a  cloud  that 
overlhadowed  them:  and  a  voice  came  out  of  the  cloud, 
faying  This  is  my  beloved  Son  :  hear  him.  And  fuddenly 
when\hey  had  looked  round  about,  they  faw  no  man  any 
more,  lave  Jefus  only  with  themfelves.  And  as  they  came 
down  from  the  mountain,  he  charged  them  that  they  fhoukl 
tell  no  man  what  things  they  had  feen,  till  the  Son  of  man 
were  rifen  from  the  dead.  Mark  9.  1— 0. 


Lunatic  healed. 
AND  when  Jefus  came  to  his  difciples,  he  faw  a  great 
multitude  about  them,  and  the  fcribes  queftiomng  with 
them.  And  ftraightway  all  the  people,  when  they  beheld 
him,  were  greatly  amazed,  and  running  to  him  ialuted  him. 
And  he  alked  the  fcribes,  What  queft ion  ye  with  them? 
And  one  of  the  multitude  anlwered  and  faid,  Matter,  I 
have  brought  unto  thee  my  fon,  which  hath  a  dumb  fpmt : 
And  wherefoever  he  taketh  him,  he  teareth  him;  and  he 
ioameth.and  gnafheth  with  his  teeth,  and  pineth  away:  and 
I  Ipake  to  thy  difciples,  that  they  (hould  caft  him  out,  and 
they  could  not.     He  anfwereth  him,  and  faith,  O  faithlels 
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generation,  how  long  dull  I  be  with  you?  how  long  (hall  I 
lufferyou?  bring  him  unto  me.  And  they  brought  him 
onto  him:  and  when  he  faw  him,  ftraightway  the  fpirit 
tare  him,  and  he  fell  on  the  ground,  and  wallowed,  foaming. 
And  he  afked  his  father,  How  long  is  it  ago  fmce  this  came 
unto  him  ?  And  he  laid,  Of  a  child.  And  oft-times  it  hath 
caft  him  into  the  fire,  and  into  the  waters  to  deftroy  him : 
but  if  thou  canft  do  any  thing,  have  compaffion  on  us,  and 
help  us.  Jefus  laid  unto  him,  If  thou  canft  believe,  all 
things  are  poffible  to  him  that  believeth.  And  ftraightway 
the  father  of  the  child  cried  out,  and  faid  with  tears,  Lord, 
I  believe;  help  thou  mine  unbelief.  When  Jefus  faw  that 
the  people  came  running  together,  he  rebuked  the  foul  fpirit, 
faying  unto  him,  Thou  dumb  and  deaf  fpirit,  I  charge  thee, 
Come  out  of  him,  and  enter  no  more  into  him.  And  the 
fpirit  cried,  and  rent  him  fore,  and  came  out  of  him  ;  and 
he  was  as  one  dead,  infomuch  that  many  faid,  He  is  dead. 
But  Jefus  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  lifted  him  up,  and  he 
arofe.  And  when  he  was  come  into  the  houfe,  his  difciples 
afked  him  privately,  Why  could  not  we  caft  him  out  ?  And 
he  faid  unto  them,  This  kind  can  come  forth  by  nothing, 
but  by  prayer  and  fafting.  Mark  9.  14 — 29. 


Money  taken  from  a  ffh. 

AND  when  Jefus  and  his  difciples  were  come  to  Caper- 
naum, they  that  received  tribute  money  came  to  Peter,  and 
faid,  Doth  not  your  mafter  pay  tribute?  He  faith,  Yes. 
And  when  he  was  come  into  the  houfe,  Jefus  prevented  him, 
faying,  What  thinkeft  thou,  Simon?  Of  whom  do  the 
kings  of  the  earth  take  cuftom  or  tribute  ?  of  their  own  chil- 
dren, or  of  ftrangers?  Peter  faith  unto  him,  Of  ftrangers. 
Jefus  faith  unto  him,  Then  are  the  children  free.  Notwith- 
standing, left  we  fhould  offend  them,  go  thou  to  the  fea, 
and  caff  an  hook,  and  take  up  the  fifli  that  firft  cometh  up  ; 
and  when  thou  haft  opened  his  mouth,  thou  fhalt  find  a 
piece  of  money  ;  that  take,  and  give  unto  them  for  me  and 
thee.  Matthew  17.  24—27. 

Two  blind  men  rejlorcd  to'Jtght. 
AND  as  they  departed  from  Jericho,  a  great  multitude 
followed  him.     And  behold,  two  blind  men  fitting  by  the 
way  fide,  when  they  heard  that  Jefus  palled  by,  cried  out, 
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laying,  Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord,  thou  Son  of  David. 
And  the  multitude  rebuked  them,  becaufe  they  fhould  hold 
their  peace:  but  they  cried  the  more,  faying,  Have  mercy 
on  us,  O  Lord,  thou  fon  of  David.  And  jefus  flood  ftill, 
and  called  them,  and  faid,  What  will  ye  that  I  fhould  do 
unto  you?  They  fay  unto  him,  Lord,  that  our  eyes  may  be 
opened.  So  Jefus  had  compaffion  on  them,  and  touched 
their  eyes :  and  immediately  their  eyes  received  fight,  and 
they  followed  him.  Matthew  20.  29—34. 


The  Fig-tree  curfed. 
AND  Jefus  left  them.and  went  out  of  the  city  into  Bethany, 
and  he  lodged  there.  Now  in  the  morning  as  he  returned 
into  the  city,  he  hungered.  And  when  he  faw  a  fig  tree  in 
the  way,  he  came  to  it,  and  found  nothing  thereon  but  leaves 
only,  and  faid  unto  it,  Let  no  fruit  grow  on  thee  hencefor- 

S  lVe\T  ^ld,  PrrefentJy  ^e  fig  tree  withered  away. 
And  when  the  difciples  faw  it,  they  marvelled,  fayW,  How 
loon  is  the  fig  tree  withered  away!  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid 
unto  them,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  If  Ve  have  faith,  avid 
doubt  not,  ye  fhall  not  only  do  this  which  is  done  to  the 
fig  tree  but  a  fo,  if  ye  fhall  fay  unto  this  mountain,  Ue  thou 
removed,  and  be  thou  call  into  the  fea ;  it  fhall  be  done 
And  all  things  whatfoever  ye  fhall  aft  in  prayer,  believW 
ye  (hall  receive.  MattL  21.  ij-.V 


Unclean  fpirit  cajl  out. 

f  1^  ^  DJe£ut W6nt  int°  ^PqnMM  ;  and  ftraightway  on  the 

fabbath  day  he  entered  into  the  fyoaeogue     and  tauX 

And  they  were  aftonifhed  at  his  doVtn.fe    'fo    he  talhi 

hem  as  one  that  had  authority,  and  not  as  the  fcribes    And 

here  was  in  their  fynagogue  a  man  with  an  unclean  fpSi" 

w hh  the'rth0111'!^10!'^61  UVtl0-  '  what  have  weVdo 
with  thee,  thou  Jefus  of  Nazareth  ?  art  thou  come  to  deftrov 
us?  I  know  thee  who  thou  art,  the  Holy  One  of  God    And 

ot  him.  And  when  the  unclean  fpirit  had  torn  him    and  rried 

ed,  mlomuch  that  they  queftioned  anion?  themfelves  favin-r 
Wha  thing  is  this?  what  new  doflrinei  n "  or  w  £  a 2 - 
thonty  commandeth  he  even  the  unclean  fpirits"  and  they 
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do  obey  him.     And  immediately  his 'fame  fpread  abroad 

lee. 
Mark  1.  21 — 28. 


throughout  all  the  region  round  about  Galilee. 


The  afs  and  colt. 
ANI>  when  Jefus  and  his  difciples  drew  nigh  unto  Jeru- 
salem, and  were  come  to  Bethphage,  unto  the  mount  of 
Olives,  then  lent  Jefus  two  difciples,  laying  unto  them, 
Go  into  the  village  over  againft  you,  and  fhaightway  ye 
lhell  find  an  afs  tied,  and  a  colt  with  her:  loofe  them,  and 
bring  them  unto  me.  And  if  any  man  fay  ought  unto  you, 
ye  (hall  fay,  The  Lord  hath  need  of  them  ;  and  ftraightway 
he  will  fend  them.  All  this  was  done,  that  it  might  be  ful- 
lilled  which  was  fpoken  by  the  prophet,  faying,  Tell  ye  the 
daughter  of  Sion,  Behold,  thy  king  cometh  unto  thee, 
meek,  and  lilting  upon  an  afs,  and  a  colt,  the  fole  of  an  afs. 
And  the  difciples  went,  and  did  as  Jefus  commanded  them, 
and  brought  the  a fs,  and  the  colt,  and  put  on  thern  their 
clothes,  and  they  let  him  thereon.  And  a  very  great  mul- 
titude fpread  their  garments  in  the  way;  others  cut  down 
branches  from  the  trees,  and  ftrawed  them  in  the  way.  And 
the  multitudes  that  went  before,  and  that  followed,  cried, 
Laying,  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David  :  blefTed  is  he  that 
cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  :    Hofanna  in  the  highefr. 

Matthew  21.   1 — 9. 


Buyers  end  fellers  driven  out  of  the  temple. 

AND  Jefus  went  into  the  temple  of  God,  and  call  out 
all  them  that  bought  and  fold  in  the  temple,  and  overthrew 
the  tables  of  the  money-changers,  and  the  feats  of  them 
that  fold  doves,  and  laid  unto  them,  It  is  written,  My  houfe 
lli-all  be  called  the  houfe  of  prayer,  but  ye  have  made  it  a 
den  of  thieves.  And  the  blind  and  the  lame  came  to  hirfi 
in  the  temple;  and  he  healed  their..  And  when  the  chief 
priefts  and  the  faibes  law  the  wonderful  things  that  lie  did, 
and  the  children  crying  in  the  temple,  and  laying,  Hofanna 
to  the  Son  of  David  :  they  were  fore  difplealed,  and  laid 
unto  him  \]  Heareft  thou  what  thefe  fay.  And  Jefus  faith 
unto  them,  Vea:  have  ye  never  read,  out  of  the  mouth  of 
babes  and  fucklings  thou  halt  perfected  praifii 

tthew  21 4  12 — 16. 
Mtraatloitt 
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Miraculous  draught  of  f fit;. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs,  that  as  the  people  prefled  upon  him 
to  hear  the  word  of  God,  he  flood  by  the  lake  of  Gen.ne- 
ftret,  and  faw  two  (hips  ftanding  by  the  lake:  but  the  fi;her- 
men  were  gone  out  of  them,  and  were  wafhfng  their  neta. 
And  he  entered  into  one  of  the  fhips,  which  was  Simon's, 
and  prayed  him  that  he  would  thruit  out  a  little  from  (.lie 
land.  And  he  fat  down,  and  taught  the  people  out  of  the 
lhip.  Now  when  he  had  left  fpeaking,  he  faid  unto  Simon, 
Launch  out  into  the  deep,  and  let  down  your  nets  for  a 
draught.  And  Simon  anfwering,  laid  unto  him,  Maft  x, 
we  have  toiled  all  the  night,  and  have  taken  nothing:  ne- 
vertheless at  thy  word  I  will  let  down  the  net.  And  when 
they  had  this  done,  they  inclofed  a  great  multitude  of  fifl 
and  their  net  brake.  And  they  beckoned  unto  their  part- 
ners which  were  in  the  other  fhip,  that  they  fhould  come 
and  help  them.  And  they  came,  and  filled  both  the  (hips, 
fo  that  they  began  to  link.  When  Simon  Peter  faw  it,  he 
fell  clown  at  Jelus'  knees,  faying,  Depart  from  me  ;  for  I  am 
a  finful  man,  O  Lord  !  For  he  was  aftonifhed,  and  all  that 
were  with  him,  at  the  draught  of  the  lifhes  which  they  had 
taken  :  and  fo  was  alfo  James,  and  John,  the  fons  of  Zebedee, 
which  were  partners  with  Simon.  And  Jefus  faid  unto 
Simon,  Fear  not :  from  henceforth  thou  fhalt  catch  men. 
And  when  they  had  brought  their  fhips  to  land,  they  for- 
fook  all,  and  followed  him.  Luke  5.  1 — n. 


IVidozv's  fon  raifcJ. 
AND  it  came  to  pafs  the  day  after,  that  he  went  into 
a  city  called  Nain  ,*and  many  of  his  difciples  went  with  him, 
and  much  people.  Now  when  he  came  nigh  to  the  gate  of 
the  city,  behold,  there  was  a  dead  man  carried  out,  the  only 
ion  of  his  mother,  and  ihe  was  a  widow:  and  much  people 
of  the  city  was  with  her.  And  when  the  Lord  faw  her,  he 
had  compaffion  on  her,  and  faid  unto  her,  Weep  not. 
And  he  came  and  touched  the  bier:  and  they  that  bare  him 
flood  ftill.  And  he  faid,  Young  man,  1  fay  unto  thee, 
Arife.  And  he  that  was  dead  fat  up,  and  began  to  fpeak. 
And  he  delivered  him  to  his  mother.  And  there  came  a 
fear  on  all:  and  they  glorified  God,  faying,  That  a  great 
prophet  is  rifen  up  among  us  ;  and,  That  God  hath  vifited 
his  people.  And  this  rumour  of  him  went  forth  throughout 
all  Judea,  and  throughout  all  the  region  round  about. 

Luxe  7.  11 — 17. 
— »— — — ^—  Dropjy 
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Dropfy  healed. 

A  N  D  it  came  to  pafs,  as  he  went  into  the  houfe  of  one 
of  the  chief  Pharifees  to  eat  bread  on  the  fabbath  day,  that 
they  watched  him.  And  behold  there  was  a  certain  man  be- 
fore him  which  had  the  dropfy.  And  Jefus  anfwering  fpake 
unto  the  lawyers  and  Pharifees,  faying,  Is  it  lawful  to  heal 
on  the  fabbath  day?  And  they  held  their  peace.  And  he 
took  him  and  healed  him,  and  let  him  go;  and  anfwered 
them,  faying,  Which  of  you  fhall  have  an  afs  or  an  ox  fallen 
into  a  pit,  and  will  net  Untight  way  pull  him  out  on  the  fab- 
bath day  ?  And  they  could  not  anfwer  him  again  to  thefe 
thines.  Luke  14.  1 — 6. 


"Ten  lepers  deanjed. 
A  N  D  it  came  to  pafs  as  he  went  to  JeruCilem  that  he  paf- 
fed  through  the  midft  of  Samaria  and  Galilee.  And  as  he 
entered  into  a  certain  village,  there  met  him  ten  men  that 
were  lepers,  which  flood  afar  off:  and  they  lifted  up  their 
voices,  and  laid,  Jefus,  Matter,  have  mercy  on  us.  And 
when  he  faw  them,  he  faid  unto  them,  Go  fhew  yourfelves 
unto  the  priefts.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  that  as  they  went, 
they  were  cleanfed.  And  one  of  them  when  he  faw  that  he 
was  healed,  turned  back,  and  with  a  loud  voice  glorified 
God,  and  fell  down  on  his  face  at  his  feet,  giving  him  thanks. 
And  he  was  a  Samaritan.  And  Jefus  anfwering  faid,  Were 
there  not  ten  cleanfed?  but  where  are  the  nine?  There  are 
not  found  that  returned  to  give  glory  to  God,  fave  this 
flranger.  And  he  faid  unto  him,  Arife,  go  thy  way  :  thy 
faith  made  thee  whole.  Luke  17.  1 1 — 10. 


Water  made  wine. 

AND  the  third  day  there  was  a  marriage  in  Cana  of  Ga- 
lilee; and  the  mother  of  Jefus  was  there.  And  both  Jefus 
was  called,  and  his  difciples,  to  the  marriage.  And  when 
they  wanted  wine,  the  mother  of  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  they 
have  no  wine.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  woman,  what  have  I 
to  do  with  thee?  mine  hour  is  not  yet  come.  His  mother 
faith  unto  the  fervants,  whatfoever  he  faith  unto  you,  do  it. 
And  there  were  let  there  fix  water-pots  of  ftone,  after  the 
manner  ,of  the  purifying  of  the  Jews,  containing  two  or 
three  firkins  apiece.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  Fill  the  water- 
pots  with  water.    And  they  filled  them  up  to  the  brim.  And 

he 
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he  faith  unto  them,  Draw  out  now,  and  bear  unto  the  go- 
vernor of  the  feaft.  And  they  bare  it.  When  the  ruler  of 
the  feaft  had  tafted  the  water  that  was  made  wine,  and  knew 
not  whence  it  was  (but  the  fervants  which  drew  the  water 
knew)  the  governor  of  the  feaft  called  the  bridegroom,  and 
faith  unto  him,  every  man  at  the  beginning  doth  fet  forth 
good  wine  ;  and  when  men  have  well  drunk,  then  that  which 
is  worfe :  but  thou  haft  kept  the  good  wine  until  now.  This 
beginning  of  miracles  did  Jefus  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  andma- 
nifefted  forth  his  glory ;  ?.nd  his  difciples  believed  on  him. 

John  2.    1 — 1 1. 


Nobleman's  fon  healed. 
AND  there  was  a  certain  nobleman,  whole  fon  was  fick 
at  Capernaum.  When  he  heard  that  Jefus  was  come  out  of 
Judea  into  Galilee,  he  went  unto  him,  and  befought  him 
that  he  would  come  down  and  heal  his  lbn  :  for  he  was  at 
the  point  of  death.  Then  laid  Jefus  unto  him,  Except  ye 
fee  figns  and  wonders,  ye  will  not  believe.  The  nobleman 
faith  unto  him,  Sir,  come  down  ere  my  child  die.  Jefus 
faith  unto  him,  Go  thy  way  ;  thy  fon  livetb.  And  the  man 
believed  the  word  that  Jefus  had  fpoken  unto  him,  and  he 
went  his  way.  And  as  he  was  now  going  down,  his  fervants 
met  him,  and  told  him,  faying,  Thy  fon  liveth.  Then  enqui- 
red he  of  them  the  hour  when  he  began  to  amend  :  and  they 
laid  unto  him,  Yefterday  at  the  feverith  hour  the  fever  left 
him.  So  the  father  knew  that  it  was  at  the  fame  hour,  in 
the  which  Jefus  faid  unto  him,  Thy  fon  liveth  ;  and  himfelf 
believed  and  his  whole  houfe.  J°hn  4«  46 — 53« 

— — — MB— a—  ■■ 

Man  afflicted  38  years  healed. 

AFTER  this  there  was  a  feaft  of  the  Jews,  and  Jefus 
went  up  to  Jerufalem.  Now  there  is  at  Jerufalem  by  the 
iheep-market  a  pool,  which  is  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue, 
Bethefda,  having  five  porches.  In  thefe  lay  a  great  multi- 
tude of  impotent  folk,  of  blind,  halt,  withered,  waiting  for 
the  moving  of  the  water.  For  an  angel  went  down  at  a  cer- 
tain feafon  into  the  pool,  and  troubled  the  water  :  whofoever 
then  firft  after  the  troubling  of  the  water  ftepped  in,  was 
made  whole  of  whatsoever  difeafe  he  had.  And  a  certain 
man  was  there,  which  had  an  infirmity  thirty  and  eight 
years.  When  Jefus  law  him  lie,  and  knew  that  he  had  been 
now  a  longtime  in  that  cafe,  he  faith  unto  him,  Wilt  thou 

be 
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le  made  whole?  The  impotent  man  anfwered  him,  Sir,  I 
have  no  man,*  when  the  water  is  troubled,  to  put  me  into 
the  pool:  but  while  I  am  coming,  another  fteppeth  down 
before  me.  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  Rife,  take  up  thy  bed, 
and  walk.  And  immediately  the  man  was  made  whole,  and 
took  up  his  bed,  and  walked:  and  on  the  fame. day  was 
the  fabbath.  The  jews  therefore  laid  unto  him  that  was 
cured,  It  is  the  fabbath-day  ;  it  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to 
cany  thy  Led.  He  anfwered  them,  he  that  made  me  whole, 
the  fame  faid  unto  me,  take  up  thy  bed  and  walk.  Then 
d  they  him,  What  man  in  that  which  faid  unto  thee, 
take  up  thy  bed  and  walk  ?  And  he  that  was  healed,  wilt  not 
who  it  was,  for  Jefus  had  conveyed  himfelf  away,  a  multi- 
tude being  in  that  place.  Afterwards  Jelus  findeth  him  in 
the  temple,  and  laid  unto  him,  Behold,  thou  art  made 
whole  :  im  no  more,  left  a  worfe  tiling  come  unto  thee.  The 
man  departed,  and  told  the  Jews  that  it  was  Jefus  which  had 
made  him  whole.  John  5.  1  — 15. 


Man  lorn  blind  healed. 

AND  as  Jefus  paffed  by,  he  faw  a  man  which  was  blind 
from  his  birth.  And  his  difciples  afked  him,  faying,  Mailer, 
1  did  fin,  this  man,  or  his  parents,  that  he  was  born 
blind?  Jefus  anfwered,  Neither  hath  this  man  finned,  nor 
his  parents  :  but  that  the  works  of  God  fhould  be  made  ma- 
nifefl  in  him.  I  mufl  work  the  works  of  him  that  lent  me 
while  it  is  day:  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can  work. 
As  long  as  I  am  in  the  world,  J  am  the  light  of  the  world. 
When  he  had  thus  fpoken,  he  fpat  on  the  ground,  and  made 
clay  of  the  fpittie,  and  he  anointed  the  eyes  of  the  blind 
man  with  the  clay,  and  faid  unto  him,  Go,  wafh  in  the 
pool  of  Siloam,  (which  is  by  interpretation,  Sent.)  He 
went  his  way  therefore,  and  wafhed,  and  came  feeing.  The 
neighbours  therefore,  and  they  which  before  had  feen  him, 
that  he  was  blind,  faid,  Is  not  this  he,  that  fat  and  begged? 
Some  faid,  This  is  he:  others  faid,  he  is  like  him :  but  he 
faid,  I  am  he.  Therefore  faid  they  unto  him,  How  were 
thine  eyes  opened?  He  anfwered  and  laid,  A  man  that  is 
called  Jefus  made  clay,  and  anointed  mine  eyes,  and  faid 
unto  me,  Go  to  the  pool  of  Siloam,  and  wafh  :  and  I  went 
and  wafhed,  and  I  received  light.  Then  laid  they  unto 
him,  Where  is  he?  He  faid,  I  know  not.  They  brought  to 
the  Pharisees  him  that  aforetime  was  blind.     And  it  was  the 

fabbath- 
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fabbath-day  when  Jefus  mcule  the  clay,  and  opened  his  eyes* 
Then  again  the  Pharifees  alfo  aikeuhim  how  he  had  received 
liis  fight :  He  faid  unto  them,  He  put  clay  upon  mine  eyes, 
[  "wathed,  and  dp  fee.     Therefore  faid  Tome  of  the  Pha- 
rifees, This  man  i?  not  of  God,  becaufe  he  keepcth  not  the 
fabbath-day.     Others  {aid,  How  can  a  man  that  is  a  linner 
do  fuch  miracles?    And  there  was  a  divifion  among  them. 
They  fay  unto  the  blind  man  again,  What  fayeft  thou  of 
him,  that  he  hath  opened  thine  eyes?  He  faid,  He  is  a  pro- 
phet.    But  the  Jews  did  not  believe  concerning  him  that  he 
had  been  blind,  and  received  his  fight,  until  they  called  the 
parents  of  him  that  had  received  his  light.     And  they  alked 
them,  faying,  is  this  your  ion,  who  ye  fay  was  born  blind? 
How  then  doth  he  now  fee?  His  parents  anfwered  them  and 
laid,  We  know  that  this  is  our  fbn,  and  that  he  was  born 
blind  :  but  by  what  means  he  now  teeth,  we  know  not ;  or 
who  hath  opened  his  eyes,  we  know  not:  he  is  of  age;  afk 
him  :  he  (hull  (peak  for  bimfelf.     Thefe  words  fpake  his  pa- 
rents, becaufe  they  feared  the  Jews:  for  the  Jews  had  agreed 
already,  that  if  any  man  did  confefs  that  he  was  Chrift,  he 
fhould  be  put  out  of  the  fynagogue.     Therefore  faid  his 
parents,  He  is  of  age ;  afk  him.     Then  again  called  they 
the  man  that  was  blind,  and  faid  unto  him,  Give  God  the 
praife :  we  know  that  this  man  is  a  fmner.     He  anfwered  and 
laid,  Whether  he  be  a  finner,  or  no,  I  know  not :  one  thing 
I  know,  that,   whereas  I   was   blind,  now  I  fee.     Then  faid 
they  to  him   again,  What  did  he  to  thee?  how  opened  he 
thine  eyes?  He  anfwered  them,  I   have  told  you   alreacK  , 
and  ye  did  not  hear  :  wherefore  would  ye  hear  it  again?  will 
ye  alfo  be  his  difciples?  Then  they  reviled  him,  and  faid, 
Thou  art  his  difciple  ;  but  we   are  Mofes*  difciples.     VVe 
know  that  God  fpake  unto  Moles:  as  for  this  fellow,    we 
know  not  from  whence  he  is.     The  man  anfwered  and  faid 
unto   them,    Why,    herein  is    a    marvellous    thing,    that 
ye  know  not  from  whenee  he  is,  and  yet  he  hath  opened 
mine  eyes.     Now  we  know  that  God  heareth  not  finners : 
but  if  any  man  be  a  worfhipper  of  God,  and  doeth  his  will, 
him  he  heareth.     Since  the  world  began  was  it  not  heard 
that  any  man  opened  the  eyes  of  one  that  was  born  blind. 
If  this  man  were  not  of  God,  he  could  do  nothing.     They 
anfwered  and  faid  unto  him,  Thou  waft  altogether  born  in 
fins,  and  doft  thou  teach  us  ?  And  they  caft  him  out.  Jefus 
heard  that  they  had  cad  him  out ;  and  when  he  had  found 
him,  he  faid  unto  him,  Doft  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of 
God  ?  He  anfwered  and  laid,  Who  is  he,  Lord,  that  I  might 

believe 
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believe  on  him?  And  Jefus  faid  unto  him,  Thou  haft  both 
i'een  him,  and  it  is  he  that  talketh  with  thee.  And  he  faid, 
Lord,  I  believe.  And  he  wovfhipped  him.  And  Jefus  faid, 
For  judgment  I  am  come  into  this  world,  that  they  which 
lee  not  might  fee  ;  and  that  they  which  fee  might  be  made 
blind.  And  fome  of  the  Pharifees  which  we're  with  him, 
heard  thefe  words,  and  laid  unto  him,  Are  we  blind  alfo? 
Jefus  faid  unto  them,  if  ye  were  blind,  Ye  fhould  have  no 
fin  :  but  now  ye  fay,  We  fee  ;  therefore  your  fin  remaineth. 

John  o/A  chapter. 


Lazarus  ra'ifcd. 

NOW  a  certain  man  was  fick,  named  Lazarus,  of  Bethany, 
the  town  of  Mary  and  her  filler  Martha.     (It  was  that  Mary 
which  anointed  the  Lord  with  ointment,  and  wiped  his  feet 
with  her  hair,  whofe  brother  Lazarus  was  fick.)     Therefore 
his  lifters  fent  unto  him,  faying,  Lord,  behold,  he  whom 
thou  loveft  is  fick.     When  Jefus  heard  that,  he  faid,  Thi 
iicknefs   is  not  unto  death,  Slit  for' the  glory  of  God,   that 
the  Son  of  God  might  be  glorified  thereby.  Now  Jefus  loved 
Martha,  and  her  lifter,  and  Lazarus.     When  he  had   heard 
therefore  that  he  was  fick,  he  abode  two  days  ftill  in  the 
fame  place  where  he  was.     Then  after  that  faith   he  to  his 
difciples,  Let  us   go   into  Judea   again.     His  difciples  fay 
unto  him,  Mailer,  the  Jews  of  late  fought  to  ftone  thee  ; 
and  goeft  thou  thither  again?  Jefus  anfwered,  Are  there  not 
twelve  hours  in  the  day?  if  any  man  walk  in  the  day,  he 
ftumbleth  not,  becaufe  he   feeth  the  light   of  this  world. 
But  if  a  man  walk  in  the  night,  he  ftumbleth,  becaufe  there 
is  no  light  in  him.     Thefe  things  faid  he:  and  after  that  he 
faith  unto  them,    Our  friend  Lazarus  fleepeth,  but  I   go, 
that   I  may  awake  him  out  of  fleep.     Then  faid  his  dilci- 
ples, Lord,  if  he  fleep,  he  (hall  do  well.     Howbeit,  Jefus 
i'pakeof  his  death  :  but  they  thought  that  he  had  fpoken  of 
taking  of  reft  in  fleep.     Then  laid  Jefus  unto  them  plainly, 
Lazarus  is  dead.     And  I  am  glad  for  your  fakes  that  I   was 
not  there,  to  the  intent  you  may  believe:  neverthelefs,  let 
US  go  unto  him.     Then  laid  Thomas,  which  is  called  Didy- 
mus,  unto  his  fellow  difciples,  Let  us  alfo  go,  that   we  may 
die  with   him.     Then   when  Jefus  came,  he  found  that  he' 
h ad  lain  in  the  grave  four  days  already.     Now  Bethany  was 
nigh  unto,  Jerufalerh,  about  fifteen  furlongs  off :  and  m 
ol  the  Jews  came  to  Martha  and  Mary,  to  comfort  them  con- 
cerning their  biother.     Then  Martha,  as  loon  as  (he  heard 

that 
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that  Jefus  was  coming,  went  and  met  him :  but  Mary  fat 
[till  in  the  houfe.  Then  faid  Martha  unto  Jefus,  Lord, 
if  thou  hadft  been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.  But  I 
know,  that  even  now,  whatfoever  thou  wiltafk  of  God,  God 
will  give  it  thee.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  Thy  brother  fhall 
rife  again.  Martha  faith  unto  him,  1  know  that  he  fhall 
rife  again  in  the  refurreftion  at  the  laft  day.  Jefus  faid  unto 
her,  lam  the  refurrecuon,  and  the  life:  he  that  believ- 
eth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  fhall  he  live:  and 
vhofoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me,  fhall  never  die. 
Believeft  thou  this?  She  faith  unto  him,  Yea,  Lord: 
I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  which 
fhould  come  into  the  world.  And  when  fhe  had  10 
faid,  fhe  went  her  way,  and  called  Mary  her  fifter,  fecretly, 
faying,  The  Mafter  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee.  As  foon 
as  flic  heard  that,  fhe  arofe  quickly,  and  came  unto  him. 
Now  Jefus  was  not  yet  come  into  the  town,  but  was  in  that 
place  where  Martha  met  him.  The  Jews  then  which  were 
with  her  in  the  houfe,  and  comforted  her,  when  they  faw 
Mary,  that  fhe  rofe  up  haftily  and  went  out,  followed  her, 
faying,  She  goeth  unto  the  grave  to  weep  there.  Then 
when  Mary  was  come  where  Jefus  was,  and  faw  him,  fhe 
fell  down  at  his  feet,  faying  unto  him,  Lord,  if  thou  hadfl: 
been  here,  my  brother  had  not  died.  When  Jefus  there- 
fore faw  her  weeping,  and  the  Jews  alfo  weeping  which  came 
with  her,  he  groaned  in  the  fpirit,  and  was  troubled,  and 
faid,  Where  have  ye  laid  him  ?  They  faid  unto  him,  Lord 
come  and  fee.  Jefus  wept.  Then  faid  the  Jews,  Behold, 
how  he  loved  him!  And  fome  of  them  laid,  Could  not 
this  man,  which  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  have  caufed 
that  even  this  man  fhould  not  have  died?  Jefus  therefore 
again  groaning  in  himlelf,  cometh  to  the  grave.  It  was  a 
cave,  and  a  ftone  lay  upon  it.  Jefus  faid,  Take  ye  away 
the  ftone.  Martha,  the  fifier  of  him  that  was  dead,  faith 
unto  him,  Lord,  by  this  time  he  ftinketh  :  for  he  hath 
been  dead  four  days.  Jefus  faith  unto  her,  Said  I  not  unto 
thee,  that  if  thou  wouldeft  believe,  thou  fhouldeft  fee  th£ 
glory  of  God?  Then  they  took  away  the  ftone  from  the 
place  where  the  dead  was  laid.  And'Jefus  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
and  faid,  Father,  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  heard  me.  And 
I  knew  that  thou  heareft  me  always :  but  becaufe  of  the  peo- 
ple which  fland  by  I  faid  it,  that  they  may  believe  that  thou 
haft  fent  me.  And  when  he  thus  had  fpoken,  he  cried  with 
a  loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth.  And  he  that  was  de>*' 
Vol.  III.  U  *me 
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came  forth,  bound  hand  and  foot  with  grave-clothes :  and  his 
face  was  bound  about  with  a  napkin.  Jefus  faith  unto  them, 
Loofe  him,  and  let  him  go.  Then  many  of  the  Jews  which 
came  to  Mary,  and  had  Veen  the  things  which  Jefus  did,  be- 
lieved on  him.  But  fome  of  them  went  their  ways  to  the 
Pharifees,  and  told  them  what  things  Jefus  had  done.  Then 
gathered  the  chief  priefts  and  the  Pharifees  a  council,  and  faid, 
What  do  we?  for  this  man  doeth  many  miracles.  If  we  let 
him  thus  alone,  all  men  will  believe  on  him  ;  and  the 
Romans  fhall  come  and  take  away  both  our  place  and  nation. 
And  one  of  them,  named  Cihphas,  being  the  high  prieft 
that  fame  year,  faid  unto  them,  Ye  know  nothing  at  all,  nor 
eonfider  that  it  is  expedient  for  us,  that  one  man  fhould  die 
for  the  people,  and  that  the  whole  nation  perifii  not.  And 
this  I  pa  Ice  he  not  of  himfelf :  but  being  high  prieft  that  year, 
he  prophefied  that  Jefus  fhould  die  for  that  nation  :  and  not  for 
that  nation  only,  but  that  aifo  he  fhould  gather  together  in 
one,  the  children  of  God  that  were  fcattcred  abroad.  Then 
from  that  day  forth  they  took  counfel  together  for  to  put  him 
to  death.  Jefus  therefore  walked  no  more  openly  among  the 
Jews;  but  went  thence  unto  acountrv  near tothewildernefs, 
into  a  city  called  Ephraim,  and  there  continued  with  his 
difciples.  And  the  Jews  patfover  was  nigh  at  hand :  and 
many  went  out  of  the  country  up  to  Jerufalem  before  the 
phfover  to  purify  themlelves.  Then  fought  they  for  Jefus, 
and  fpake  among  themlelves,  as  >'  rain  the  temple, 

What  think  ve,  that   he  will  not  come  to  thefeaft?     Now 
■;    t he    chief  priefts  and   the    Pharifees  had  given  a  com- 
mandment, that  if  any  m. m  knew  where  he  w ere,  he  fhould 
(hew  it,  that  they  might  take  him.  .  John  \  i.  i — 57. 


La^ge  fraught  of  fijhes. 
AFTER  thefe  tilings,  Jefus  (hewed  himfelf  again  to  the 
dili  iplc,  ,'a  of  Tiberias ;  and  on  this  wiie  fhewed  he 

himfelf:  there  were  together  Simon  Peter,  and  Thomas  called 
Didymus,  and  Nathanael  of  C'ana  in  Galilee,  and  the  ions 
of  Zebrdee,  and  two  other  of  his  difciples.  Simon  Peter  faith 
unto  If  hing*     They  fay  unto  him,  We  alio  go 

with  thee.  1  hey  went  forth  and  entered  into  a  fhip  irrrme- 
diai,  I   that  night    thev  caught  nothing.     But  when 

the  tnorum  ;  was  now  come,'jefusYtood  on  the  Chore :  But 
'"•  dit  1  ot  that  it  was  jefus.     Then  jefus  faith 

unUihcui,  Children,   hive  ye  any  meat?    They  anfwered 

him, 
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him,  No.  And  he  faid  unto  them,  Caft  the  net  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  fhip,  and  ye  fhall  find.  They  caft  therefore,  and 
now  they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the  multitude  of  fiihes. 
Therefore  that  difciple  whom  Jefus  loved,  faith  unto  Peter, 
It  is  the  Lord.  Now  when  Simon  Peter  heard  that  it  was  the 
Lord,  he  girt  his  fifhers  coat  unto  him  (for  he  was  naked) 
and  did  caft  himfelf  into  the  fea.  And  the  other  difciples 
came  in  a  little  fhip,  for  they  were  not  far  from  land,  (but  as 
it  were  two  hundred  cubits)  dragging  the  net  with  fiihes.  As 
foon  then  as  they  were  come  to  land,  they  law  a  fire  of  coals 
there,  and  fifh  laid  thereon,  and  bread.  Jefus  faith  unto  them, 
Bring  of  the  fifh,  which  ye  have  now  caught.  Simon  Peter 
went  up,  and  drew  the  net  to  land  full  of  great  fifties,  an 
hundred  and  fifty  and  three:  and  for  all  there  were  fo  many, 
yet  was  not  the  net  broken.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  Come 
and  dine.  And  none  of  the  difciples  durft  aik  him,  Who  art 
thou?  knowing  that  it  was  the  Lord.  Jefus  then  cometh, 
and  taketh  bread,  and  giveth  them,  and  fifh  likewife.  This 
is  now  the  third  time  that  Jefus  {hewed  himfelf  to  his  difci- 
ples, after  that  he  was  rifen  from  the  dead. 

John  21.  1 — 14. 


Various  other  Miracles. 

AND  Jefus  went  about  all  Galilee  teaching  in  their  fyna- 
gogues,  and  preaching  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom,  and  heal- 
ing all  manner  of  ficknefs,  and  all  manner  of  difeafe  among 
the  people.  And  his  fame  went  throughout  all  Syria :  and 
they  brought  unto  him  all  lick  people  that  were  taken  with 
divers  di fea fes,  and  torments,  and  thole  which  were  pGffefTed 
with  devils,  and  thofe  which  were  lunatick,  and  thole  that 
had  the  pally  ;  and  he  healed  them.  And  there  followed 
him  great  multitudes  of  people  from  Galilee,  and  from  Deca- 
polis,  and  from  Jerulalem,  and  from  Judea,  and  from  be- 
yond Jordan. 

And  there  are  alio  many  other  things  which  Jefus  did,  the 
which,  iftheyihould  be  written  everyone,  I  fuppofe  that 
even  the  world  itlelf  could  not  contain  the  books  that  fhould 
be  written.     Amen. 

Matthczo  4.  23,  24,  25,  and  John  21.  25. 


Apo flics  /peak  divers  languacres, 

AND  w,Knthe'dayof  F*»^»S$'iE£ 

were  all  with  one  accora  in  o.w  piact.     -"-1  ; 

tj  2  came 
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came  a  found  from  heaven,  asofa  rufhing  mighty  wind,  and 
it  filled  all  the  houfe  where  they  were  fitting.  And  there 
appeared  unto  them  cloven  tongues,  like  as  of  fire,  and  it 
fat  upon  each  of  them  :  and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  began  to  fpeak  with  other  tongues,  as  the  fpirit 
gave  them  utterance.  And  there  were  dwelling  at  Jerufalem, 
Jews,  devout  men,  out  of  every  nation  under  heaven.  Now 
when  this  was  noifed  abroad,  the  multitude  came  together, 
and  were  confounded,  becaufe  that  every  man  heard  them 
fpeak  in  his  own  language.  And  they  were  all  amazed,  and 
marvelled,  faying  one  to  another,  Behold,  are  not  all  thefe 
which  fpake,  Galileans?  And  how  hear  we  every  man  in 
our  own  tongue,  wherein  we  were  bom  ?  Parthians,  and 
Medes,  and  Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mefopotamia,  and 
in  Judea,  and  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus,  and  Alia,  Phrygia, 
and  Pamphylia,  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  parts  of  Lybia  about 
Cyrene,  and  flrangers  of  Rome,  Jews  and  profelytes,  Cretes 
and  Arabians,  we  do  hear  them  fpeak  in  our  tongues  the 
wonderful  works  of  God.  Ails  2.  1 — 11. 


Peter  and  John  rejlore  a  lame  man. 

NOW  Peter  and  John  went  up  together  into  the  temple, 
•at  the  hour  of  prayer,  being  the  ninth  hour.  And  a  certain 
man  lame  from  his  mother's  womb  was  carried,  whom  they 
laid  daily  at  the  gate  of  the  temple  which  is  called  Beautiful, 
to  afk  alms  of  them  that  entered  into  the  temple.  Who  fee- 
ing Peter  and  John  about  to  go  into  the  temple,  afked  an 
alms.  And  Peter  fattening  his  eyes  upon  him,  with  John, 
faid,  Look  onus.  And  he  gave  heed  unto  them,  expecting 
to  receive  fomething  of  them.  Then  Peter  faid,  Silver  and 
gold  have  I  none  ;  but  fuch  as  I  have,  give  I  thee :  in  the 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift  of  Nazareth,  rife  up  and  walk.  And  he 
took  him  by  the  right  hand,  and  lifted  him  up  ;  and  immedi- 
ately his  feet  and  ancle-bones  received  ftrength.  And  he 
leaping  up,  flood,  and  walked,  and  entered  with  them  into 
the  temple,  walking,  and  leaping,  and  praifing  God.  And 
all  the  people  law  him  walking  and  praifing  God.  And  they 
knew  that  it  was  he  which  fat  for  alms  at  the  Beautiful  gate  of 
the  temple :  and  they  were  filled  with  wonder  and  amaze- 
ment at  that  which -had  happened  unto  him.  And  as  the 
lame  man  which  was  healed,  held  Peter  and  John,  all  the 
people  ran  together  unto  them  in  the  porch  th.it  is  called 
Solomon's,  greatly  wondering.  Ads  3.  1 — n. 
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Death  of  Ananias  and  Sappfiirtr. 
BUT  a  certain  man  named  Ananias,  with  Sapphira  his 
wife,  lold  a  pofleffion,  and  kept  back  part  of  the  price,  his 
wife  alio  being  privy  to  it,  and  brought  a  certain  part,  and 
laiditattheapoftles'feet.  But  Peter  faid,  Ananias,  why  hath 
Satan  filled  thine  heart  to  lie  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  to  keep 
back  part  of  the  price  of  the  land  ?     Whiles  it  remained,  was 
it  not  thine  own?    and  after  it  was  fold,  was  it  not  in  thine 
own  power?  why  haft  thou  conceived  this  thing  in  thine 
heart?  thou  haft  not  lied  unto  men,  but  unto  God.     And 
Ananias  hearing  thefe  words,  fell  down  and  gave  up   the 
ghoft:  and  great  fear  came   on  all  them  that  heard  thefe 
things.     And  the  young  men  arofe,  wound  him  up,  and 
rained  him  out,  and  buried  him.     And  it  was  about  the 
fpace  of  three  hours  after,  when  his  wife,  not  knowing  what 
was  done,  came  in.     And  Peter  anfweredunto  her,  Tell  me 
whether  ye  fold  the  land  for  fo  much.     And  fhe  faid,  Yea, 
for  fo  much.     Then  Peter  faid  unto  her,  How  is  it  that  ye 
have  agreed  together  to  tempt  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ?    be- 
hold, the  feet  of  them  which  have  buried  thy  hufband  are  at 
the  door,  and  fhall  carry  thee  out.      Then  fell  fhe  down 
ftraightway  at  his  feet,  and  yielded  up  the  ghoft:    and  the 
young  men  came  in,  and  found  her  dead,  and  carrying  he 
forth,  buried  her  by  her  hufband.     And  great  fear  came  up- 
on all  the  church,  and  upon  as  many  as  heard  thefe  things. 

Ac~ls  5.  1— ir. 


'The  apojlles  releafedfvom  prijon', 
AND  by  the  hands  of  the  apoftles  were  many  flgns  and 

wonders  wrought  among  the  people  ;  (and  they  were  all  with 
one  accord  in  Solomon's  porch.  And  of  the  reft  durft  no 
man  join  himfcli  to  them  :  but  the  people  magnified  them. 
And  believers  were  the  more  added  to  the  Lord,  multitudes 
both  of  men  and  women)  infomuch  that  they  brought  forth 

he fick .into  the  ft  reels,  and  laid  them  on  beds  and°couches, 
that  at  the  leaft  the  fhadow  of  Peter  paffing  by,  might  over- 
flow lome  of  them.  There  came  alfo  a  multitude  out  of 
the  cities  round  about  unto  Jerufalem,  bringing  lick  folks, 
and  them  which  were  vexed  with  unclean  fpirits:  and  thev 
were  healed  every  one.  Then  the  high  prieft  rofeup,  and  all 
they  that  were  with  him;  which  is  the  feci  of  the  Sadducees: 
and  were  filled  with  indignation,  and  laid  their  hands  on  the 
apoftles,  and  put  them  in  the  common  prifon.    But  the 

^  3  angel 
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angel   of  the  Lord  by  night  opened  the  prifon  doors,  and  - 
brought  them  forth,  and  faid,  Go,  ftand  and  fpeak  in  the 
temple  to  the  people,  all  the  words  of  this  life.     And  when 
they  heard  that,  they  entered  into  the  temple  early  in  the 
morning,  and  taught.     But  the  high  pried  came,  and  they 
that  were  with  him,  and  called  the  council  together,  and  ail 
the  fenate  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and  fent  to  the  prifon  to 
have  them  brought.     But  when  the  officers  came,  and  found 
them  not  in  the  pvifon,  they  returned,   and  told,  faying, 
The  prifon  truly  found  we  (hut  with  all  fafety,    and  the 
keepers  (lauding  without  before  the  doors  :  but  when  we  had 
opened,   we  found  no  man  within.     Now  when  the  high- 
prieft,  and  the  captain  of  the  temple,  and  the  chief  priefts 
heard  thefe  things,  they  doubted  of  them  whereunto  this 
would  grow.     Then  came  one  and  told  them,  faying,  Be- 
hold, the  men  whom  ye  put  in  prifon  are  ftanding  in  the 
temple,  and  teaching  the  people.     Then  went  the  captain 
with  the  officers,  and  brought  them  without  violence  :    for 
they  feared  the  people,  left  they  fhould  have  been  ftoned. 
And  when  the^  had  brought  them,  they  fet  them  before  the 
council :  and  the  high  pried:  afked  them,  faying,  Did  not  we 
ftraitly   command  you,    that    ye  fhould  not  teach  in  this 
name?  and  behold,  ye  have  filled  Jerufalem  with  your  doc- 
trine, and  intend  to  bring  this  man's  blood  upon  us.    Then 
Peter  and  the  other  apoftles  anfwered  and  faid,  We  ought  to 
obey  God  rather  than  men.     The  God  of  our  Fathers  railed 
up  Jefus,  whom  ye  flew  and  hanged  on  a  tree.     Him  hath 
God  exalted  with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour, 
for  to  give  repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  forgivenefs  of  fins.   And 
we  are  his  witneHes  of  thefe  things  ;  and  fo  is  alio  the  Holy 
Ghoi'f,  whom  God  hath  given  to  them  that  obey  him. 

Ads  5.  12—32. 


Eneas  healed  of  the  palfy. 
AND  it  came  to  pals,  as  Peter  palled  throughout  all  quarters, 
he  came  down  alio  to  the  faints  which  dwelt  at  Lydda.  And 
there  he  found  a  certain  man  named  Eneas,  which  had  kept 
his  bed  eight  years,  and  was  lick  of  the  palfy.  And  Peter 
laid  unto  him,  Lucas,  Jefus  Chrill  maketh  thee  whole:  arife, 
and  make  thy  bed.  And  he  arofe  immediately.  And  all 
that  dwelt  at  Lydda,  and  SarOtl,  law  him,  and  turned  to  the 
Lo*d.  Ad.  y.  32— 35. 

iiinwi        

Tdbirha 
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Tabitha  raifcd  from  the  dead. 

NOW  there  was  at  Joppa  a  certain  difciple  named  Tabi- 
tha, which  by  interpretation  is  called  Dorcas:  this  woman 
was  full  of  good  works  and  alms-deeds  which  fhe  did.  And 
it  came  to  pafs  in  thofe  days,  that  fhe  was  lick  and  died  ; 
whom  when  they  had  wafhed,  they  laid  her  in  an  upper 
chamber.  And  lorafmuch  as  Lydda  was  nigh  to  Joppa,  and 
the  difciples  had  heard  that  Peter  was  there,  they  lent  unto 
him  two  men,  defiring  him  that  he  would  not  delay  to  come 
to  them.  Then  Peter  aroi'e  and  went  with  them.  When 
he  was  come,  they  brought  him  into  the  upper  chamber: 
and  all  the  widows  flood  by  him  weeping,  and  (hewing  the 
coats  and  garments  which  Dorcas  made,  while  fhe  was  with 
them.  But  Peter  put  them  all  forth,  and  kneeling  down,  and 
prayed  ;  and  turning  him  to  the  body,  faid,  Tabitha,  arile. 
And  (lie  opened  her  eyes:  and  when  Ihe  law  Peter,  fhe  fat 
up.  And  he  gave  her  his  hand,  and  lifted  her  up,  and  when 
he  had  called  the  faints  and  widows,  he  prefented  her  alive. 
And  it  was  known  throughout  all  Joppa  ;  and  many  believed 
in  the  Lord.  Ads  9.  39—42. 


Saint  Peter  delivered  by  an  angel. 
NOW  about  that  time  Herod  the  king  ftretched  forth 
his  hands  to  vex  certain  of  the  church.  And  he  killed  James 
the  brother  of  John  with  the  fword.  And  becaufe  he  faw 
it  plcafed  the  Jews,  he  proceeded  further  to  take  Peter  alfo. 
Then  were  the  days  of  unleavened  bread.  And  when  he  had 
apprehended  him,  he  put  him  in  prifon,  and  delivered  him 
to  four  quaternions  of  foldiers  to  keep  him;  intending  after 
Eafter  to  bring  him  forth  to  the  people.  Peter  therefore 
was  kept  in  prifon:  but  prayer  was  made  without  ceafin*  of 
the  church  unto  God  for  him.  And  when  Herod  would 
have  brought  him  forth,  the  fame  night  Peter  was  fleepina 
between  two  foldiers,  bound  with  two  chains:  and  the 
keepers  before  the  door  kept  the  prifon.  And  behold,  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and  a  light  fhined  in 
the  prifon :  and  he  fmote  Peter  on  the  fide,  and  railed  him 
up  faying,  Arile  up  quickly.  And  his  chains  fell  off  from 
his  hands.  And  the  angel  laid  unto  him,  Gird  thyfelf,  and 
bind  on  thy  fandals.  And  fo  he  did.  And  he  faith  unto 
him,  Caft  thy  garment  about  thee  and  follow  me.  And 
he  went  out  and  followed  him  ;  and  wift  not  that  it  was 
true  which  was  done  by  the  angel  ,•  but  thought  he  faw  a 

vifion 
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vifion.  When  they  were  paft  the  firfl  and  the  fccond  ward, 
they  came  unto  the  iron  gate  that  leadeth  unto  the  city  ; 
which  opened  to  them  of  his  own  accord :  and  they  went  out, 
and  paffed  on  through  one  ftreet ;  and  forthwith  the  angel 
departed  from  him.  And  when  Peter  was  come  to  himfelf, 
he  faid,  Now  1  know  of  a  furety,  that  the  Lord  hath  fent 
his  angel,  and  hath  delivered  me  out  of  the  hand  of  Herod, 
and  from  all  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  the  Jews. 

Atfs  12.    I II. 


Paul   healcth   a  cripple. 

AND  there  fat  a  certain  man  at  Lyftra,  impotent  in  his 
feet,  being  a  cripple  from  his  mother's  womb,  who  never 
had  walked:  the  fame  heard  Paul  (pake:  who  fled  fa  ft  ly 
beholding  him,  and  perceiving  that  he  had  faith  to  be 
healed,  faid  with  a  loud  voice,  Stand  upright  on  thy  feet. 
And 'he  leaped  and  walked.  And  when  the  people  faw 
what  Paul  had  done,  they  lifted  up  their  voices,  faying  in 
the  fpeech  of  Lycaonia,  The  Gods  are  come  down  to  us  in 
the  likenefs  of  men.  And  they  called  Barnabas,  Jupiter: 
and  Paul,  Mercurius,  becaufe  he  was  the  chief  fpeaker. 

Atts  14.  0—12. 


Paul  cajlcth  out  afpirit  of  divination. 

AND  on  the  fabbath  we  went  out  of  the  city,  by  a  river 
fide,  where  prayer  was  wont  to  be  made  ,-  and  we  fat  down, 
and  fpake  unto  the  women  which  reforted  thither.  And  a 
certain  woman  named  Lydia,  a  feller  of  purple,  of  the  city 
ofThyatira,  which  worfhipped  God,  heard  us  :  whole  heart 
the  Lord  opened,  that  (lie  attended  unto  the  things  which 
were  fpoken  of  Paul.  And  when  (lie  was  baptized,  and  her 
houfhold,  (he  befought  us,  faying,  If  ye  have  judged  me 
to  be  faithful  to  the  Lord,  come  into  my  houfe,  and  abide 
there.  And  fhe  conftrained  us.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  as 
we  went  to  prayer,  a  certain  damfel  polfeffed  with  a  fpirit 
of  divination  met  us,  which  brought  her  mafters  much  gain 
by  foothfaying:  the  fame  followed  Paul  and  us,  and  cried, 
faying,  Thefe  men  are  the  fervants  ofthemoft  high  God, 
which  (hew  unto  us  the  way  of  falvation.  And  this  did 
fhe  many  days.     But   Paul,  being  grieved,  turned  and  faid 

to 
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to  the  fpirit,  I  command  thee  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  to 
come  out  of  her.     And  he  came  out  the  fime  hour. 

Ads  16.  13 — 18. 


Paul  and  Silas  delivered  from  prifon, 
AND  when  Paul  and  Silas  were  in  prifon  at  midnight 
they  prayed,  and  fang  praifes  unto  God  :  and  the  prifoners 
heard  them.     And  fuddenly  there  was  a  great  earthquake, 
fo  that  the  foundations  of  the  prifon  were  fhaken:  and  im- 
mediately all  the  doors  were  opened,  and  every  one's  bands 
were  loo  fed.     And  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  awaking  out  of 
his  deep,  and  feeing  the  prifon  doors  open,  he  drew  out  his 
lword,  and  would  have  killed  himfelf,  fuppofing  that  the 
prifoners  had  been  fled.     But  Paul  cried  with  a  loud  voice, 
faying,  Do  thyfelf  no  harm  :  for  we  are  all  here.     Then  he 
called  for  a  light,   and  fprang  in,  and  came  trembling,  and 
fell  down  before  Paul  and  Silas,  and  brought  them  out,  and 
faid,  Sirs,  what  muft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?  and  they  faid,  Be- 
lieve on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  (halt  be  faved,  and 
thy  houie.     And"  they  fpake  unto  him  the  word  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  all  that  were  in   his  houfe.     And  he   took 
them  the  fame  hour  of  the  night,  and  wafhed  their  ftripes  ; 
and  was  baptized,  he  and  all  his  ftraightway.  And  when  they 
had  brought  them  into  his  houfe,  he  fet  meat  before  them, 
and  rejoiced,  believing  in  God  with  all  his  houfe.     And 
when  it  was  day,  the  magiftrates   fent  the  ferjeants,  faying, 
Let  thofe  men  go.     And  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  told  this 
faying  to  Paul,  The  magiftrates  have  fent  to  let  you  go :  now 
therefore  depart,  and  go  in  peace.     But  Paul  laid  unto  them, 
They  have  beaten  us  openly  uncondemned,  being  Romans, 
and  have  caft  us  into  prifon  ;  and  now  do  they  thruft  us  out 
privily ?    nay   verily;  but   let  them  come  themfelves  and 
fetch   us  out.     And  the  ferjeants  told  thefe  words  unto  the 
magiftrates:  and  they  feared,  when  they  heard  that  they 
were  Romans.     And  they  came  and   befought   them,   and 
brought  them  out,  and  defired  them  to  depart  out  of  the 
city.     And  they  went  out  of  the  prifon,  and  entered  into 
the  houfe  of  Lydia  :  and  when  they  had  (een  the  brethren, 
they  comforted  them  and  departed.  Alls  16.  25 — 40. 


Eutychus  raifed  from  tit?  dead. 
AN  D  we  failed  away  from  Philippi  after  the  days  of  un- 
leavened bread,  and  came  unto  them  to  Troas  in  five  days  ; 

where 
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where  we  abode  feven  days.  And  upon  the  firft  day  of  the 
week,  when  the  difciples  came  together  to  break  bread,  Paul 
preached  unto  them,  ready  to  depart  on  the  morrow  ;  and 
continued  his  fpeech  until  midnight.  And  there  were 
many  lights  in  the  upper  chamber,  where  they  were  gathered 
together.  And  there  fat  in  a  window  a  certain  young  man 
named  Eutychus,  being  fallen  into  a  deep  fleep  :  and  as  Paul 
was  long  preaching,  he  funk  down  with  fleep,  and  fell 
down  from  the  third  loft,  and  was  taken  up  dead.  And 
Paul  went  down,  and  fell  on  him,  and  embracing  him,  faid, 
Trouble  not  yourfelves ;  for  his  life  is  in  him.  When  he 
therefore  was  come  up  again,  and  had  broken  bread,  and 
eaten,  and  talked  a  long  while,  even  till  break  of  day,  lu 
he  departed.  And  they  brought  the  young  man  alive,  and 
were  not  a  little  comforted.  Ails  20.  6 — 12. 


Paul  delivered  from   the    viper. 

AND  when  they  were  efcaped,  then  they  knew  that  the 
ifland  was  called  Melita.  And  the  barbarous  people  (hewed 
us  no  little  klndnefs  :  for  they  kindled  a  fire,  arid  received 
us  every  one,  becaufe  of  the  prefent  rain,  and  becaufe  of 
the  cold.  And  when  Paul  had  gathered  a  bundle  of  (ticks, 
and  laid  them  on  the  fire,  there  came  a  viper  out  of  the  heat, 
and  fattened  on  his  hand.  And  when  the  barbarians  faw 
the  venomous  beaft  hang  on  his  hand,  they  faid  among 
themfelves,  No  doubt,  this  man  is  a  murderer,  whom, 
though  he  hath  efcaped  the  fea,  yet  vengeance  fuffereth 
not  to  live.  And  he  fhook  off  the  beaft  into  the  fire,  and 
felt  no  harm.  Hpwbeit,  they  looked  when  he  mould  have 
iwollen,  or  fallen  down  dead  luddenly :  but  after  they  had 
looked  a  great  while,  and  faw  no  harm  come  to  him,  they 
changed  their  minds,  and  faid  that  he  was  a  god. 

Aets  28.   1 — 6. 


Publius'  father  healed  of  a  fever  and  bloody  flux. 

1  N  the  fame  quarters  were  pofleffions  of  the  chief  man 
of  the  ifland,  whole  name  was  Publius;  who  received  us 
and  lodged  us  three  days  courteoufly.  And  it  came  to  pais, 
that  the  father  of  Publius  lay  fick  of  a' fever  and  of  a  bloody 
flux  :  to  whom  Paul  entered  in  and  prayed,  and  laid  ins 
hands  on  him,  and  healed  him.  So  when  this  was  done, 
others  alio,  which  had  difeafes  in  the  ifland  came,  and  were 

healed : 
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healed:  who„alfo  honoured  us  with  man)'  honours;  and 
when  we  departed,  they  laded  us  with  i'uch  things  as  were 
neceffary.  Acts  10.  7 — 10. 


PARABLES. 

Jotham's  parable. 
THE  trees  went  forth  on  a  time  to  anoint  a  king  over 
them ;  and  they  faid  unto  the  olive  tree,  Reign  thou  over 
us.  But  the  olive  tree  faid  unto  them,  Should  1  leave  my 
fatnefs,  wherewith  by  me  they  Honour  God  and  man,  and 
go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees  ?  And  the  trees  faid  to  the 
tig  tree,  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  But  the  fig  tree  laid 
unto  them,  Should  I  forfake  my  fweetnefs,  and  my  good  fruit, 
and  go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees  ?  Then  faid  the  trees 
unto  the  vine,  Come  thou,  and  reign  over  us.  And  the 
vine  faid  unto  them,  Should  I  leave  my  wine,  which  cheer- 
eth  God  and  man,  and  go  to  be  promoted  over  the  trees? 
Then  faid  all  the  trees  unto  the  bramble,  Come  thou,  and 
reign  over  us.  And  the  bramble  faid  unto  the  trees,  If  in 
truth  ye  anoint  me  king  over  you,  then  come  and  put  your 
truft  in  my  fhadow :  and  if  not,  let  fire  come  out  of  the 
bramble,  and  devour  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

Judges  9.  8—15. 


Nathan's  parable. 

AND  the  Lord  fent  Nathan  unto  David.  And  he  came 
unto  him,  and  faid  unto  him,  There  were  two  men,  in  one 
city  ;  the  one  rich  and  the  other  poor.  The  rich  man  had 
exceeding  many  flocks  and  herds :  but  the  poor  man  had  no- 
thing fave  one  little  ewe-lamb,  which  he  had  bought  and 
nourithed  up:  and  it  grew  up  together  with  him,  and  with 
his  children :  it  did  eat  of  his  own  meat,  and  drank  of  his 
own  cup,  and  lay  in  his  bol'om,  and  was  unto  him  as  a 
daughter.  And  there  came  a  traveller  unto  the  rich  man, 
and  he  fpared  to  take  of  his  own  flock,  and  of  his  own  herd 
to  drefs  for  the  wayfaring  man  that  was  come  unto  him,  but 
took  the  poor  man's  lamb,  and  dreffed  it  for  the  man  that 
was  come  to  him.  And  David's  anger  was  greatly  kindled 
againft  the  man ;  and  he  faid  to  Nathan,  As  the  Lord  livcth, 

the 
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the  man  that  hath  done  this  tiling  fliall  furely  die  ;  and  he 
(hall  reftore  the  lamb  four-fold,  becaufe  he  did  this  thing, 
and  becaufe  he  had  no  pity.  2  Samuel  12.  1 — 6. 


Parable  of  the  ufelefs  vine. 

AND  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  faying,  Son 
of  man,  What  is  the  vine  tree  more  than  any  tree,  or  than 
a  branch  which  is  among  the  trees  of  the  foreft  ?  Shall  wood 
be  taken  thereof  to  do  any  work  ?  or  will  men  take  a  pin  of 
it  to  hang  any  veflel  thereon?  Behold,  it  is  caft  into  the 
fire  for  fuel;  the  fire  devoureth  both  the  ends  of  it,  and  the 
midft  of  it  is  burned:  is  it  meet  for  any  work?  Behold, 
when  it  was  whole  it  was  meet  for  no  work  :  how  much  le(s 
{hall  it  be  meet  yet  for  any  work  when  the  fire  hath  devoured 
it,  and  it  is  burned  ?  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  As 
the  vine  tree  among  the  trees  of  the  foreft,  which  I  have  given 
to  the  tire  for  fuel,  fo  will  I  give  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  And  I  will  fet  my  faceagainft  them  :  they  fliall  go  out 
from  one  fire,  and  another  five  fliall  devour  them :  and  ye 
(hall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  fet  my  face  againft 
them.  And  I  will  make  the  land  defolate,  becaufe  they  have 
committed  a  trefpafs,  faith  the  Lord  God. 

Ezekiel  15/A  chapter. 


Parable  of  the  wretched  'infant. 

AGAIN  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  faying, 
Son  of  man,  caufe  Jerufalem  to  know  her  abominations,  and 
fay,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  unto  Jerufalem  ;  Thy  birth 
and  thy  nativity  is  of  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  thy  father  was  an 
Amorite,  and  thy  mother  an  Hittite.  And  as  fov  thy  nati- 
vity, in  the  day  thou  waft  bovn,  thy  navel  was  not  cut,  nei- 
thev  waft  thou  wafhed  in  watev  to  nipple  thee  ;  thou  waft  not 
falted  at  all,  nor  fwaddled  at  all.  None  eye  pitied  thee,  to 
do  any  of  thefe  unto  thee  ;  to  have  compaffion  upon  thee: 
but  thou  waft  caft  out  in  the  open  field  to  the  lothing  of  thy 
perfon,  in  the  day  that  thou  waft  born.  And  when  I  patted 
by  thee,  and  faw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I  laid 
unto  thee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live.  1  have  cauled 
thee  to  muliply  as  the  bud  of  the  field,  and  thou  haft  increafed 
and  waxen  great,  and  thou  art  come  to  excellent  ornaments: 
thy  breads  are  fafliioned,  and  thine  hair  is  grown,  whereas 
thou  waft  naked  and  bare.     Now  when  I  pafl'ed  by  thee,  and 

looked 
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looked  upon  thee,  behold  thy  time  was  the  time  of  love : 
and  I  fpread  my  Ikirt  over  thee,  and  covered  thy  nakednefs : 
yea,  I  fware  unto  thee,  and  entered  into  a  covenant  with 
thee,  faith  the  Lord  God,  and  thou  becameft  mine.  Then 
wafhed  I  thee  with  water  ;  yea  1  throughly  waihed  away  thy 
blood  from  thee,  and  I  anointed  thee  with  oil.  I  clothed 
thee  alio  with  brokered  work,  and  (hod  thee  with  badgers' 
(kin,  and  I  girded  thee  about  with  fine  linen,  and  I  covered 
thee  with  filk.  I  decked  thee  alfo  with  ornaments,  and  I 
put  bracelets  upon  thy  hands,  and  a  chain  on  thy  neck. 
And  I  put  a  jewel  on  thy  forehead,  and  ear-rings  in  thine 
ears,  and  a  beautiful  crown  upon  thine  head.  Thus  waft  thou 
decked  with  gold  andfiher;  and  thy  raiment  was  of  fine 
linen,  and  filk,  and  broidered  work  ;  thou  didft  eat  fineflour, 
and  honey,  and  oil  ;  and  thou  waft  exceeding  beautiful,  and 
thou  didft  profpcr  into  a  kingdom.  And  thy  renown  went 
forth  among  the  heathen  for  thy  beauty  :  for  it  was  perfect 
through  my  comelinefs  which  1  had  put  upon  thee,  faith  the 
Lord  God.  But  thou  didft  truft  in  thine  own  beauty,  and 
playedft  the  harlot  becaufe  of  thy  renown,  and  pouredft  out 
thy  fornications  on  every  one  that  palled  by  ;  his  it  was. 
And  of  thy  garments  thou  didft  take,  and  deckedft  thy  high 
places  with  divers  colours,  and  playedft  the  harlot  thereupon: 
the  like  things  fhall  not  come,  neither  fhall  it  be  fo.  Thou 
haft  alfo  taken  thy  fair  jewels  of  my  gold,  and  of  my  filver, 
which  I  had  given  thee,  and  madeft  to  thyfelf  images  of  men, 
and  didft  commit  whoredom  with  them,  and  tookeft  thy 
broidered  garments,  and  coveredft  them,  and  thou  haft  fet 
mine  oil  and  mine  incenfe  before  them.  My  meat  alfo  which 
I  gave  thee,  fine  flour,  and  oil  and  honey,  wherewith  I  fed 
thee,  thou  haft  even  fet  it  before  them  for  a  fvveet  favour  ; 
and  thus  it  was,  faith  the  Lord  God.  Moreover,  thou  haft 
taken  thy  fons  and  thy  daughters,  whom  thou  haft  bo:ue 
unto  me,  and  thele  haft  thou  facrificed  unto  them  to  be  de- 
voured. Is  this  of  thy  whoredom  a  fmali  matter,  that  thou 
haft  flain  my  children,  and  delivered  them  to  caufe  them  to 
pafs  through  the  fire  for  them  ?  And  in  all  thine  abomina- 
tions, and  thy  whoredoms  thou  haft  not  remembered  the  days 
of  thy  youth  when  thou  waft  naked  and  bare,  and  waft  pol- 
luted in  thy  blood.  And  it  came  to  pafs  alter  all  thy  wick- 
ednefs,  (Woe,  woe  unto  thee!  faith  the  Lord  God' ;)  that 
thou  haft  alfo  built  unto  thee  an  eminent  place,  and  haft 
made  thee  an  high  place  in  every  ftreet.  Thou  haft  built  thy 
high  place  at  every  head  of  the  way,  and  haft  made  thy  beauty 
to  be  abhorred,  and  haft  opened  thy  feel  to  every  one  that 
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piffed  by,  and  multiplied  thy  whoredoms.  Thou  haft  alfo 
committed  fornication  with  the  Egyptians  thy  neighbours, 
great  of  fiefh  ;  and  haft  increafed  thy  whoredoms,  to  provoke 
me  to  anger.  Behold  therefore,  I  have  ftretched  out  my 
hand  over  thee,  and  have  diminifhed  thine  ordinary  food, 
and  delivered  thee  unto  the  will  of  them  that  hate  thee,  the 
daughters  of  the  Philiftines,  which  are  afhamed  of  thy  lewd 
way.  Thou  haft  played  the  whore  alfo  with  the  Affyrians, 
becaufe  thou  waft  unfatiable ;  yea,  thou  haft  played  the 
harlot  with  them,  and  yet  couldeft  not  be  fatisfied.  Thou 
haft  moreover  multipled  thy  fornication  in  the  land  of  Canaan 
unto  Chaldea,  and  yet  thou  waft  not  fatisfied  herewith.  How 
weak  is  thine  heart,  faith  the  Lord  God,  feeing  thou  doeft 
all  thefe  things,  the  work  of  an  imperious  whorilh  woman  ; 
in  that  thou  buildeft  thine  eminent  place  in  the  head  of  every- 
way, and  makeft  thine  high  place  in  every  ftreet  :  and  haft 
not  been  as  an  harlot,  in  that  thou  fcorneft  hire;  but  as  a 
wife  that  committeth  adultery,  which  taketh  ftrangers  inftead 
of  her  hufband  !  They  give  gifts  to  all  whores  :  but  thou 
giveft  thy  gifts  to  all  thy  lovers,  and  hireft  them,  that  they 
may  come  unto  thee  on  every  fide  for  thy  whoredom.  And 
the  contrary  is  in  thee  from  other  women  in  thy  whoredoms, 
whereas  none  followeth  thee  to  commit  whoredoms  :  and  in 
that  thou  giveft  a  reward,  and  no  reward  is  given  unto  thee, 
therefore  thou  art  contrary.  Wherefore,  O  harlot,  hear  the 
word  of  the  Lord.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Becaufe  thy 
filthinefs  was  poured  out,  and  thy  nakednefs  difcovered 
through  thy  whoredoms  with  thy  lovers,  and  with  all  the 
idols  of  thy  abominations,  and  by  the  blood  of  thy  children 
which  thou  didft  give  unto  them  ;  behold  therefore,  I  will 
gather  all  thy  lovers  with  whom  thou  haft  taken  plea  lure,  and 
all  them  that  thou  haft  loved,  with  all  them  that  thou  haft 
hated  ;  I  will  even  gather  them  round  about  againft  thee,  and 
will  difcover  thy  nakednefs  unto  them,  that  they  may  fee  all 
thy  nakednefs.  And  I  will  judge  thee  as  women  that  break 
wedlock  and  (lied  blood  are  judged ;  and  I  will  give  thee  tdi 
in  fury  and  jealoufy.  And  1  will  alfo  give  thee  into  their  hand, 
and  they  (hall  throw  down  thine  eminent  place,  and  (hall  break 
down  thy  high  places  :  they  (hall  ft  rip  thee  alfo  of  thy  clothes, 
and  (hall  take  thy  fair  jewels,  and  leave  thee  naked  and  bare. 
1  hey  (hall  alfo  bring  up  a  company  againft  thee,  and  they 
{hull  ftone  thee  with  ftones,  and  thruft  thee  through  with 
their  fwords.  And  they  (hall  burn  thine  houfes  with  fife, 
and  execute  judgments  upon  thee  in  the  light  ot  many 
women:  and  1   will  caufe  thee  to  ceafc  from  playing    the 

harlot, 


Book  VIII.        SACRED     LITERATURE.  319 

harlot,  and  thou  alfo  fhalt  give  no  hire  any  more.     So  will  I 
make  my  fury  toward  thee  to  reft,    and  my  jealoufy  fhall 
depart  from  thee,  and  I  will  be  quiet,  and  will  be  no  more 
anory.     Becaufe  thou  haft  not  remembered  the  days  of  thy 
youth,  but  haft  fretted  me  in  all  thefe  things  :  behold  there- 
fore, I  alfo  will  recompenfe  thy  way  upon  thine  head,  faith 
the  Lord  God:  and  thou  fhalt  not  commit  this  lewdnefs 
above  all  thine  abominations.     Behold,  every  one  that  ufeth 
proverbs  fhall  ufe  this  proverb  againft  thee,  faying,  As  is  the 
mother,  fo  is  her  daughter.     Thou  art  thy  mother's  daugh- 
ter, that  lotheth  her  hufband  and  her  children  ;    and  thou 
art  the  fifter  of  thy  filters,  which  lothed  their  hufbands  and 
their  children :  your  mother  was  an  Hiltite,  and  your  father 
an  Amorite.     And  thine  elder  fifter  is  Samaria,  fhe  and  her 
daughters  that  dwell  at  thy  left  hand  ;  and  thy  younger  fifter, 
that  dwelleth  at  thy  right  hand,  is  Sodom  and  her  daughters. 
Yet  haft  thou  not  walked  after  their  ways,    nor  done  after 
their  abominations  :    but  as  if  that  were  a  very  little  thing, 
thou  waft  corrupted  more  than  they  in  all  thy  ways.     As  I 
live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  Sodom  thy  fifter  hath  not  done, 
fhe  nor  her  daughters,  as  thou  haft  done,  thou  and  thy 
daughters.  Behold,  this  was  the  iniquity  of  thy  filler  Sodom, 
Pride,  fulnefs  of  bread,  and  abundance   of  idlenefs  was  in 
her  and   in  her  daughters,  neither  did  fhe  ftrengthen  the 
hand  of  the  poor  and  needy.     And  they  were  haughty,  and 
committed  abomination  before  me ;  therefore  1  took  them 
away  as  I  faw  good.    Neither  hath  Samaria  committed  half  of 
thy  fins ;  but  thou  haft  multiplied  thine  abominations  more 
than  they,  and  haft  juftified  thy  fifters  in  all  thine  abomina- 
tions which  thou  haft  done.     Thou  alfo  which  haft  judged 
thy  fifters,  bear  thine  own  fhame  for  thy  fins  that  thou  halt 
committed  more  abominable   than  they:    they   are   more 
righteous  than  thou :    yea,  be  thou  confounded  alio,  and 
bear  thy  fhame,  in  that  thou  haft  juftified  thy  fifters.  When 
I  fhall  bring  again  their  captivity,  the  captivity  of  Sodom  and 
her  daughters,  and  the  captivity  of  Samaria  and  her  daugh- 
ters, then  will  I  bring  again  the  captivity  of  thy  captives  in 
the  midft  of  them  :  that  thou  mayeft  bear  thine  own  fhame, 
and  mayeft  be  confounded  in  all  that  thou  haft  done,  in  that 
thou  art  a  comfort  unto  them.     When  thy  fifters,    Sodom 
and  her  daughters,  fhall  return  to  their  former  eftate,  and 
Samaria  and  her  daughters  {hall  return  to  their  former  eftate, 
then  thou  and  thy  daughters  fhall   return  to  your  former 
eftate.     For  thy  lifter  Sodom  was   not  mentioned  by  thy 
mouth  in  the  day  of  thy  pride :  before  thy  wickednefs  was 
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difcovered,  as  at  the  time  of  thy  reproach  of  the  daughters 
of  Syria,  and  all  that  are  round  about  her,  the  daughters  of 
the  Philiftines,  which  defpife  thee  round  about.  Thou  had 
borne  thy  lewdnefs  and  thine-  abomination,  faith  the  Lord. 
For  thus  laith  the  Lord  God;  I  will  even  deal  with  thee  as 
thou  haft  done,  which  haft  defpiled  the  oath  in  breaking  the 
covenant.  Neverthelefs,  1  will  remember  my  covenant  with 
thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  I  will  eftablifh  unto  thte 
an  everlafting  covenant.  Then  thou  fhalt  remember  thy 
ways  and  be  afhamed,  when  thou  (halt  receive  thy  fillers, 
thine  elder  and  thy  younger ;  and  I  will  give  them  unto 
thee  for  daughters :  but  not  by  thy  covenant.  And  I  will 
eftablifh  my  covenant  with  thee;  and  thou  limit  know  th.it 
I  am  the  Lord  :  that  thou  may  ell:  remember  and  be  con- 
founded, and  never  open  thy  mouth  any  more  becaufe  of 
thy  fhame,  when  I  am  pacified  toward  thee  for  all  that  thou 
haft  done,  faith  the  Lord  God.  Ezcliel  16th  cliapier. 


Parable  of  the  two  eagles,  the  vine,  and  cedar. 

AND  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  faying,  Son 
of  man,  put  forth  a  riddle,  %and  fpeak  a  parable  unto  the 
houfe  of  Ifrael ;  and  fay,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God;  A 
great  eagle  with  great  wings,  long-winged,  full  of  feathers, 
which  had  divers  colours,  came  unto  Lebanon,  and  took  the 
higheft  branch  of  the  cedar  :  he  cropped  oft  the  top  of  his 
young  twigs,  and  carried  it  into  a  land  of  traffick,  he  let  it  in 
a  city  of  merchants.  He  took  alfo  of  the  feed  of  the  land, 
and  planted  it  in  a  fruitful  field  ;  he  placed  it  by  great  waters, 
and  fet  it  as  a  willow  tree.  And  it  grew  and  became  a  fpread- 
ing  vine  of  low  ftature,  whole  branches  turned  toward  him, 
and  the  roots  thereof  were  under  him  :  fo  it  became  a  vine, 
and  brought  forth  blanches,  and  (hot  forth  fprigs.  There 
was  alfo  another  great  eagle  with  great  wings  and  many  fea- 
thers: and,  behold,  this  vine  did  bend  her  roots  toward 
him,  and  (hot  forth  her  branches  toward  him,  that  he  might 
water  it  by  the  furrows  of  her  plantation.  It  was  planted 
in  a  good  foil  by  great  waters,  that  it  might  bring  forth 
branches,  and  that  it  might  bear  fruit",  that  it  might 
be  a  goodly  vine.  Say  thou,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
Shall  it  piofoer?  Qia'U  he  not  pull  up  the  roots  thereof, 
and  cut  oit  the  Fruit  thereof,  that  it  wither?  it  (hall 
wither  in  all  the  leaves  of  her  fpriug,  even  without 
great  power,    oi    man)    people  to  pluck  it  up  by  the  root^ 
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thereof.  Yea,  behold,  being  planted,  fhall  it  profper? 
{hall  it  not  utterly  wither,  when  the  eaft  wind  toucheth  it? 
it  fliall  wither  in  the  furrows  where  it  grew.  Moreover, 
the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  me,  faying,  Say  now  to 
the  rebellious  houfe,  Know  ye  not  what  thefe  things  mean  ? 
tell  them,  Behold,  the  king  of  Babylon  is  come  tojerufalem, 
ind  hath  taken  the  king  thereof,  and  the  princes  thereof, 
and  led  them  with  him  to  Babylon  ;  and  hath  taken  of  the 
king's  feed,  and  made  a  covenant  with  him,  and  hath  taken 
an  oath  of  him  :  he  hath  alfo  taken  the  mighty  of  the  land : 
that  the  kingdom  might  be  bafe,  that  it  might  not  lift  itfelf 
up,  but  that  by  keeping  of  his  covenant  it  might  Hand. 
But  he  rebelled  againft  him  in  fending  his  ambaffadors  into 
Egypt,  that  they  might  give  him  horfes,  and  much  people: 
mall  he  profper?  fhall  he  efcape  that  doeth  fuch  things? 
or  fliall  he  break  the  covenant,  and  be  delivered  ?  As  I 
live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  furely  in  the  place  where  the  king 
dwelleth  that  made  him  king,  whofe  oath  he  defpifed,  and 
whofe  covenant  he  brake,  even  with  him  in  the  midft  of 
Babylon  he  fhall  die.  Neither  fhall  Pharaoh  with  his  mighty 
army  and  great  company  make  for  him  in  the  war,  by  cafting 
up  mounts,  and  building  forts,  to  cut  off  many  perfons. 
Seeing  he  defpifed  the  oath,  by  breaking  the  covenant 
(when  lo,  he  had  given  his  hand)  and  hath  done  all  thefe 
things,  he  fhall  not  efcape.  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord 
God,  As  I  live,  furely  mine  oath  that  he  hath  defpifed,  and 
my  covenant  that  he  hath  broken,  even  it  will  I  recompenfe 
upon  his  own  head.  And  I  will  fpread  my  net  upon  him, 
and  he  fliall  be  taken  in  my  fnare,  and  I  will  bring  him  to 
Babylon,  and  will  plead  with  him  there  for  his  trefpafs  that 
he  hath  trefpaffed  againft  me.  And  all  his  fugitives  with  all 
his  bands  fhall  fall  by  the  fword,  and  they  that  remain  fliall 
be  fcattered  towards  all  winds :  and  ye  fhall  know  that  I  the 
Lord  have  fpoken  it.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  will  alfo 
take  of  the  higheft  branch  of  the  high  cedar,  and  will  fet  it, 
I  will  crop  off  from  the  top  of  his  young  twigs  a  tender  one, 
and  will  plant  it  upon  an  high  mountain  and  eminent.  In 
the  mountain  of  the  height  of  Ifrael  will  I  plant  it:  and  it 
fhall  bring  forth  boughs,  and  bear  fruit,  and  be  a  goodly 
cedar:  and  under  it  fliall  dwell  all  fowl  of  every  wing,  in  the 
fliadow  of  the  branches  thereof  fhall  they  dwell.  And  all 
the  trees  of  the  field  fhall  know  that  I  the  Lord  have  brought 
down  the  high  tree,  have  exalted  the  low  tree,  have  dried 
up  the  green  tree,  and  have  made  the  dry  tree  to  flourifh: 
I  the  Lord  have  fooken,  and  have  done  it,  Ezeklel  l'jtli  chap. 
Vol.  III.  X  Parable 
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Parable  of  the  lion's  whelp. 

.    MOREOVER,  take  thou  up  a  lamentation  for  the 

princes  of  KraeJ,  and  fay,  What  is  thy  mother?  A  lionefs: 
fhe  lay  down  among  lion;,  (he  nourifned  her  whelps  among 
young  lions.  And  fhe  brought  up  one  of  her  whelps: 
it  became  a  young  lion,  and  it  learned  to  catch  the  prey;  it 
devoured  men.  'I he  nations  alfo  heard  of  him  ;  he  was 
taken  in  their  pit,  and  they  brought  him  with  chains  unto 
the  land  of  Egypt.  Now  when  fhe  faw  that  fhe  had  waited 
and  her  hope  was  loft,  then  (lie  took  another  of  her  whelps, 
and  made  him  a  young  lion.  And  he  went  up  and  down 
among  the  lions,  he  became  a  young  lion,  and  learned  to 
catch  the  prey,  and  devoured  men.  And  he  knew  their 
defolate  palaces,  and  he  laid  wafte  their  cities  ;  and  the  land 
was  defolate,  and  the  fulnefs  thereof  by  the  noife  of  his 
roaring.  Then  the  nations  fet  againft  him  on  every  fide  from 
the  provinces,  and  ipread  their  net  over  him  :  he  was  taken 
in  their  pit.  And  they  put  him  in  ward  in  chains,  and 
brought  him  to  the  king  of  Babylon:  they  brought  him 
into  holds,  that  his  voice  fhould  no  more  be  heard  upon 
the  mountains  of  lfrael.  Ezekiel  19.  1 — 9. 


Parable  of  the  loafled  vine. 

THY  mother  is  like  a  vine  in  thy  blood,  planted  by  the 
waters :  (he  was  fruitful  and  full  of  branches  by  reafon  of 
many  waters.  And  fhe  had  ftrong  rods  for  the  fceptres  of 
them  that  bear  rule,  and  her  future  was  exalted  among  the 
thick  branches,  and  fhe  appeared  in  her  height  with  the 
multitude  of  her  branches.  But  (lie  was  plucked  up  in  fury, 
(lie  was  caft  down  to  the  ground,  and  the  eaft  wind  dried  up 
her  fruit :  her  ftrong  rods  were  broken  and  withered ;  the 
Lie  con  fumed  them.  And  now  fhe  is  planted  in  the  wilder- 
nefi,  in  a  dry  and  thirfty  ground.  And  fire  is  gone  out  of 
a  rod  oi  her  branches,  which  hath  devoured  her  fruit,  lb  that 
he  hath  no  iirong  rod  to  be  a  fceptre  to  rule.  This  is  a 
lamentation,  and -(hall  be  for  a  lamentation. 

EzehiA  19.  10—14. 


Parable  of  Aholah  and  Aholilah. 

1  il  !.  word  of  the  Lord  came  again  unto  me,    faying, 
bun  ol  mail,  ihcit  weie  two  women,  the  daughters  ot   one 
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mother:  and  they  committed  whoredoms  in   Egypt,    they 
committed   whoredoms  in  their  youth :    there  were  their 
breafts   preffed,   and  there  they  bruifed  the  teats  of  their 
virginity.     And  the  names  of  them  were  Aholah  the  elder, 
and  Aholibah  her  fifter:  and  they  were  mine,  and  they  bare 
fons  and  daughters.     Thus  were  their  names :    Samaria  is 
Aholah  ;  and  Jerufalem   Aholibah.     And  Aholah  played 
the  harlot  when  fhe  was  mine,  and  fhe  doted  on  her  lovers, 
on  the  Affyrians  her  neighbours,    which  were  clothed  with 
blue,  captains  and  rulers,  all  of  them  defirable  young  men, 
horfemen  riding  upon  horfes.      Thus  fhe  committed  her 
whoredoms  with  them,  with  all  them  that  were  the  chofen 
men  of  AflTyria,  and  with  all  on  whom  (he  doted:    with  all 
their  idols  (lie  defiled  herfelf.     Neither  left  fhe  her  whore- 
doms brought  from  Egypt:    for  in  her  youth  they  lay  with 
her,  and  they  bruifed  the  breads  of  her  virginity,  and  poured 
their  whoredom  upon  her.     Wherefore  I  have  delivered  her 
into  the  hand  of  her  lovers,  into  the  hand  of  the  Affyrians, 
upon  whom   fhe  doted.     Thefe  difcovered  her  nakednefs: 
they  took  her  fons  and  her  daughters,  and  flew  her  with  the 
fword :    and  fhe  became  famous  among  women  ;    for  they 
had  executed  judgment  upon  her.     And  when  her  fifter 
Aholibah  faw  this,  fhe  was  more  corrupt  in  her  inordinate 
love  than  fhe,  and  in  her  whoredoms  more  than  her  filter 
in  her  whoredoms.     She  doted  upon  the  Affyrians  her 
neighbours,  captains  and  rulers,  clothed  moft  gorgeoufly, 
horfemen  riding  upon  horfes,  all  of  them  defirable&youna 
men.     Then  I  law  that  fhe  was  defiled,  that  they  took  both 
one   way,    and   that    fhe    increafed   her  whoredoms:     for 
when  fhe  faw  men  pourtrayed  upon  the  wall,  the  images  of 
the  Chaldeans  pourtrayed  with  vermilion,  girded  with  o-ir- 
dles  upon  their  loins,  exceeding  in  dyed  attire  upon  their 
heads,  all  of  them  princes  to  look  to,  after  the  manner  of 
the  Babylonians  of  Chaldea  the  land  of  their  nativity:    and 
as  foon  as  fhe  faw  them  with  her  eyes,  fhe  doted  upon  them, 
and  fent  meifengers  unto  them  into  Chaldea.     And  the  Ba- 
bylonians came  to  her  into  the  bed  of  love,  and  they  defiled 
her  with  their  whoredom,  and  fhe  was  polluted  with  them, 
and  her  mind  was  alienated  from  them.     So  fhe  difcovered 
her  whoredoms,  and  difcovered  her  nakednefs:  then  my 
mind  was  alienated  from  her,  like  as  my  mind  was  alienated 
from  her  fifter,  yet  fhe  multiplied  her  whoredoms,  in  calling 
to  remembrance  the  days  of  her  youth,  wherein  fhe  had 
played  the  harlot  in  the  land  of  Egypt.     For  fhe  doted  upon 
their  paramours,  whofe  flefh   is   as   the  flefti  of  ai'fes,  and 

X  2  whofe 
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whofe  ifliie  is  like  the  iffue  of  horfes.  Thus  thou  calledft  to 
remembrance  the  lewdnefs  of  thy  youth,  in  bruifing  thy 
teats  by  the  Egyptians  for  the  paps  of  thy  youth.  Therefore, 

0  Aholibah,  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  will  raifc 
up  thy  lovers  againft  thee,  from  whom  thy  mind  is  alienated, 
and  1  will  bring  them  againft  thee  on  every  fide:  the  Baby- 
lonians, and  all  the  Chaldeans,  Fekod,  and  Shoa,  and  Koa, 
and  all  the  Aflyrians  with  them  ;  all  of  them  defirable  young 
men,  captains  and  rulers,  great  lords  and  renowned,  all  of 
them  riding  upon  horfes.  And  they  (hall  come  againft  thee 
with  chariots,  waggons,  and  wheels,  and  with  an  aflembly 
of  people,  which  (hall  fet  againft  thee  bucider  and  fhield,  and 
helmet  round  about:  and  I  will  fet  judgment  before  them, 
and  they  fhall  judge  thee  according  to  their  judgments.  And 

1  will  fet  my  jealoufy  againft  thee,  and  they  (hall  deal  furi- 
oufly  with  thee :  they  (hall  take  away  thy  nofe  and  thine 
ears;  and  thy  remnant  (hall  fall  by  the  fword  ;  they  (hall 
take  thy  fons  and  thy  daughters  ;  and  thy  refidue  fhall  be 
devoured  by  the  fire.  They  fhall  alfo  ftrip  thee  out  of  thy 
clothes,  and  take  away  thy  fair  jewels.  Thus  will  1  m 
thy  lewdnefs  to  ceafe  from  thee,  and  thy  whoredom  brought 
from  the  land  of  Egypt :  fo  that  thou  lhalt  not  lift  up  thine 
eyes  unto  them,  nor  remember  Egypt  any  more.  For  thus 
faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  will  deliver  thee  into  the  hand 
of  them  whom  thou  hateft,  into  the  hand  of  them  from  whom 
thy  mind  is  alienated:  and  they  fhall  deal  with  thee  hate- 
fully, and  (hall  take  away  all  thy  labour,  and  fhall  leave  thee 
naked  and  bare:  and  the  nakednefs  of  thy  whoredoms  ihall 
be  difcovered,  both  thy  lewdnefs  and  thy  whoredoms.  I 
will  do  thefe  things  unto  thee,  becaufe  thou  hall  gone  a 
whoring  after  the  heathen,  and  becaufe  thou  art  polluted 
with  theh  idols.  Thou  haft  walked  in  the  way  of  thy  fifter ; 
therefore  will  I  give  her  cup  into  thine  hand.  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  God,  Thou  fhalt  drink  of  thy  filler's  cup  deep  and 
large  :  thou  (halt  be  laughed  to  (corn  and  had  in  derifion  : 
it  containeth  much.  Thou  lhalt  be  filled  with  drunkennefs 
and  forrow,  with  the  cup  of  aftonifhment  and  defolation, 
With  the  cup  of  thy  lifter  Samaria.  Thou  fhalt  even  drink 
it  and  fuck  it  out,  and  thou  fhalt  break  the  (herds  thereof, 
and  pluck  off  thine  own  breads:  fori  have  fpoken  it,  faith 
the  Lord  God.  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Becaufe 
thou  haft  forgotten  me,  and  caft  me  behind  thy  back, 
therefore  bear  thou  alfo  thy  lewdnefs  and  thy  whoredoms. 
The  Lord  (aid  moreover  unto  me,  Son  of  man,  wilt  thou 
judge  Aholah  and  Aholibah?  yea,  declare  unto  them  their 

abominations : 
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abominations ;  that  they  have  committed  adultery,  and 
blood  is  in  their  hands,  and  with  their  idols  have  they  com- 
mitted adultery,  and  have  alfo  caufed  their  fons,  whom 
they  bare  unto  me,  to  pais  for  them  through  the  fire  to 
devour  them.  Moreover,  tin's  they  have  done  unto  me: 
they  have  defiled  my  (ancillary  in  the  fame  day,  and  haw- 
profaned  my  fabbathtf.  For  when  they  had  flain  then- 
children  to  their  idols,  then  they  came  the  fame  day  into 
my  fanftuary  to  profane  it  ;  and,  lo,  thus  have  they  done 
in  the  midft  of  mine  houle.  And  furthermore,  that  ye  have 
fent  for  men  to  come  from  far,  unto  whom  a  meffenger  was 
fent ;  and,  lo,  they  came  :  for  whom  thou  didlt  walh  thy* 
felf,  paintedlt  thy  eyes,  and  deckedft  thyfelf  with  ornaments, 
and  fated  upon  a  (lately  bed,  and  a  table  prepared  before  it, 
whereupon  thou  haft  fet  mine  incenfeand  mine  oil.  And  a 
voice  of  a  multitude  being  at  eafe  was  with  her :  and  with  the 
men  of  the  common  fort  were  brought  Sabeansfrom  the  vvil- 
derneis,  which  put  bracelets  upon  their  hands,  and  beauti- 
ful crowns  upon  their  heads.  Then  faid  I  unto  her  that 
was  old  in  adulteries,  Will  they  now  commit  whoredoms 
with  her,  and  (he  with  them  ?  Yet  they  went  in  unto  hes 
as  they  go  in  unto  a  woman  that  playeth  the  harlot :  fo 
went  they  in  unto  Aholah  and  unto  Aholibah  the  lewd 
women.  And  the  righteous  men,  they  {frail  judge  them 
after  the  manner  of  adulterelfes,  and  after^the  manner  of 
women  that  fhed  blood  ;  becaufe  they  are  adulterelfes,  and 
blood  is  in  their  hands.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  I 
will  bring  up  a  company  upon  them,  and  will  give  them  to 
be  removed  and  fpoiled.  And  the  company  (hall  ftone 
them  with  (tones,  and  difpatch  them  with  their  fwords  : 
they  (hall  flay  their  fons  and  their  daughters,  and  burn  up 
their  houfes  with  fire.  Thus  will  I  caufe  lewdnefs  to  ceafe 
out  of  the  land,  that  all  women  may  be  taught  not  to  do 
after  your  lewdnefs.  And  they  (hall  recompenfe  your  lewd- 
nefs upon  you,  and  ye  fhall  bear  the  fins  of  your  idols ; 
and  ye  (hall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  God. 

Ezekiel  23^  chapter. 


Parable  of  the  boiling  pot. 

AGAIN  in  the  ninth  year,  in  the  tenth  month,  in  the 
tenth  day  of  the  month,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto 
me,  faying,  Son  of  man,  write  thee  the  name  of  the  day, 
even  of  this  faraeday :  the  king  of  .Babylon  fet  himfelf  againft 
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Jerufalem  this  fame  day :  and  utter  a  parable  unto  the  re- 
bellious houfe,  and  fay  unto  them,  Thus  faith  the  Lord 
God  ;  Set  on  a  pot,  fet  it  on,  and  alfo  pour  water  into  it : 
gather  the  pieces  thereof  into  it,  even  every  good  piece,  the 
thigh,  and  the  fhoulder:  fill  it  with  the  choice  bones.  Take 
the  choice  of  the  fioclc,  and  burn  alfo  the  bones  under  it, 
and  make  it  boil  well,  and  let  them  feeth  the  bones  of  it 
therein.  Wherefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God;  Woe  to  the 
bloody  city !  to  the  pot  whofe  fcum  is  therein,  and  whofe 
fcum  is  not  gone  out  of  it !  bring  it  out  piece  by  piece:  let 
no  lot  fall  upon  it :  for  her  blood  is  in  the  midft  of  her  ; 
fhe  fet  it  upon  the  top  of  a  rock ;  fhe  poured  it  not  upon 
the  ground,  to  cover  it  with  duft ;  that  it  might  caufe  fury 
to  come  up  to  take  vengeance,  I  have  fet  her  blood  upon 
the  top  of  a  rock  ;  that  it  Ihould  not  be  covered.  Therefore 
thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  Woe  to  the  bloody  city!  I  will 
even  make  the  pile  for  fire  great.  Heap  on  wood,  kindle 
the  fire,  confume  the  flefh,  and  fpice  it  well,  and  let  the 
bones  be  burned.  Then  fet  it  empty  upon  the  coals  there- 
of, that  the  brafs  of  it  may  be  hot',  and  may  burn,  and 
that  the  filthinefs  of  it  may  be  molten  in  it,  that  the  fcum 
of  it  may  be  confumed.  She  hath  wearied  herfelf  with 
lies,  and  her  great  fcum  went  not  forth  out  of  her :  her 
fcum  (hall  be  in  the  fire.  In  thy  filthinefs  is  lewdnefs  ; 
becaufe  I  have  purged  thee,  and  thou  waft  not  purged,  thou 
fhalt  not  be  purged  from  thy  filthinefs  any  more  till  I  have 
caufed  my  fury  to  reft  upon  thee.  I  the  Lord  have  fpoken 
it:  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  and  I  will  doit:  I  will  not  go 
back  neither  will  I  fpare,  neither  will  I  repent.  According 
to  thy  ways,  and  according  to  thy  doings,  fhall  they  judge 
thee;  faith  the  Lord  God.  Ezekiel  24.  1— 14. 


Parable  of  the  cedar  in  Lebanon. 

AND  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  eleventh  year,  in  the  third 
month,  in  the  firft  day  of  the  month,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  came  unto  me,  faying,  Son  of  man,  fpeak  unto  Pha- 
raoh king  of  Egypt,  and  to  his  multitude;  Whom  art  thou 
like  in  thy  greatnefs?  Behold,  the  Affyrian  was  a  cedar  in 
Lebanon  with  f;u"r  branches,  and  with  a  fhadowing  fhroud, 
and  of  an  high  ftature  ;  and  his  top  was  among  the  thick 
boughs.  The  waters  made  him  great,  the  deep  fet  him  up 
on  high  with  her  rivers  running  round  about  his  plants, 
and  lent  out  her  little  rivers  unto  all  the  trees  of  the  field. 

Therefore 
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Therefore  his  height  was  exalted  above  all  the  trees  of  the 
field,  and  his  boughs  were  multiplied,  and  his  branches 
became  long  becaufe  of  the  multitude  of  waters,  when  he 
(hot  forth.  All  the  fowls  of  heaven  made  their  nefts  in  his 
boughs,  and  under  his  branches  did  all  the  beads  of  the  field 
bring  forth  their  young,  and  under  his  fhadow  dwelt  all 
great  nations.  Thus  was  he  fair  in  his  greatnefs,  in  the 
length  of  his  branches :  for  his  root  was  by  great  waters. 
The  cedars  in  the  garden  of  God  could  not  hide  him:  the 
fir  trees  were  not  like  his  boughs,  and  the  chefnut  trees 
were  not  like  his  branches:  nor  any  tree  in  thf  garden  of 
God  was  like  unto  him  in  his  beauty.  I  have  made  him  fair 
by  the  multitude  of  his  branches  :  fo  that  all  the  trees  of 
Eden,  that  were  in  the  garden  of  God,  envied  him.  There- 
fore thus  faith  the  Lord  God ;  Becaufe  thou  haft  lifted  up 
thyfelf  in  height,  and  he  hath  (hot  up  his  top  among  the 
thick  boughs,  and  his  heart  is  lifted  up  in  his  height ;  I 
have  therefore  delivered  him  into  the  hand  of  the  mighty 
one  of  the  heathen  ;  he  (hall  furely  deal  with  him;  I  have 
driven  him  out  for  his  wickednefs.  And  ftrangers,  the 
terrible  of  the  nations  have  cut  him  off,  and  have  left  him  : 
upon  the  mountains,  and  in  all  the  valleys  his  branches  are 
fallen,  and  his  boughs  are  broken  by  all  the  rivers  of  the 
land  ;  and  all  the  people  of  the  earth  are  gone  down  from 
his  fhadow,  and  have  left  him.  Upon  his  ruin  fhall  all  the 
fowls  of  the  heaven  remain,  and  all  the  beads  of  the  field 
fhall  be  upon  his  branches  :  to  the  end  that  none  of  all  the 
trees  by  the  waters  exalt  themfelves  for  their  height,  neither 
fhoot  up  their  top  among  the  thick  boughs,  neither  their 
trees  ftand  up  in  their  height,  all  that  drink  water:  for 
they  are  all  delivered  unto  death,  to  the  nether  parts  of  the 
earth  in  the  midft  of  the  children  of  men  with  them  that  go 
down  to  the  pit.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  In  the  day 
when  he  went  down  to  the  grave,  I  caufed  a  mourning,  I 
covered  the  deep  for  him,  and  I  reftrained  the  Hoods  there- 
of, and  the  great  waters  were  Rayed  :  and  I  caufed  Lebanon 
to  mourn  for  him  :  and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  fainted  for 
him.  I  made  the  nations  to  fhake  at  the  found  of  his  fall, 
when  1  caft  him  down  to  hell  with  them  that  defcended 
into  the  pit :  and  all  the  trees  of  Eden,  the  choice  and  bed 
of  Lebanon,  all  that  drink  water  (hall  be  comforted  in  the 
nether  parts  of  the  earth.  They  alio  went  down  into  heil 
with  him  unto  them  that  be  flain  with  the  fword  ;  and  they 
that  were  his  arm,  that  dwelt  under  his  fhadow  in  the  midft 
of  the  heathen.     To  whom  art  thou  thus  like  in  glory  and 

in 
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in  greatnefs  among  the  trees  of  Eden  ?  yet  ("halt  thou  be 
brought  down  with  the  trees  of  Eden  unto  the  nether  parts 
of  the  earth  :  thou  (halt  lie  in  the  midft  of  the  uncircum- 
cifed  with  them  that  be  flain  by  the  fword.  This  is  Pha- 
raoh, and  all  his  multitude,  faith  the  Lord  God. 

Ezc/iel  31/?  chapter. 


Parable  of  thefowcr, 

BEHOLD,  «a  fower  went  forth  to  fow  ;  and  when  he  fowed, 
fome  feeds  fell  by  the  way  fide ;  and  the  fowls  came  and 
devoured  them  up  :  fome  fell  upon  ftony  places,  where  they 
had  not  much  earth  :  and  forthwith  they  fprung  up,  becaule 
they  had  no  deepnefs  of  earth :  and  when  the  fun  was  up, 
they  were  fcorched;  and  becaufe  they  had  no  root,  they 
withered  away.  And  fome  fell  among  thorns ;  and  the 
thorns  fprung  up  and  choked  them  :  but  other  fell  into 
good  ground,  and  brought  forth  fruit,  fome  an  hundred 
iold,  fome  fixty  fold,  fome  thirty  fold. 

When  any  one  heareth  the  word  of  the  kingdom,  and 
underftandeth  it  not:  then  cometh  the  wicked  one,  and 
catcheth  away  that  which  was  fown  in  his  heart:  this  is  he 
which  received  feed  by  the  way  fide.  But  he  that  re- 
ceived the  feed  into  ftony  places,  the  fame  is  he  that 
heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth  it ;  yet  hath 
he  not  root  in  himfelf,  but  dureth  for  awhile:  lor  when 
tribulation  or  perfecution  arifeth  becaufe  of  the  word,  by 
and  by  he  is  offended.  He  alfo  that  received  feed  among 
the  thorns,  is  he  thatheareth  the  word  :  and  the  cares  of  this 
world,  and  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches  choke  the  word,  and  he 
becometh  unfruitful.  But  he  that  received  feed  into  the  good 
ground  is  he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  underftandeth  it  ; 
which  alfobeareth  fruit ;  and  bringeth  forth,  fome  an  hundred 
fold,  fome  fixty,  fome  thirty.      Matthav  13.  3 — 8  &  19 — 23. 


Parable  of  the  tares. 

THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  unto  a  man  which  fowed 
good  feed  in  his  field  :  but  while  men  flept,  his  enemy  came 
.ind  lowed  tares  among  the  wheat,  and  went  his  way.  But 
when  the  blade  was  fprung  up,  and  brought  forth  fruit,  then 
appeared  the  tares  alfo.  So  the  fervants  of  the  houfliolder 
came,  and  faid  unto  him,  Sir,  didil  not  thou  low  good  feed 

in 
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in  thy  field  ?  from  whence  then  hath  it  tares?  He  faid  unto 
them,  Aa  enemy  hath  done  this.  The  fervants  faid  unto 
him,  Wilt  thou  then  that  werigo  and  gather  them  up?  But 
he  faid,  Nay  ;  left  while  ye  gather  up  the  tares,  ye  root  up 
alfo  the  wheat  with  them.  Let  both  grow  together  until  the 
harveft :  and  in  the  time  of  harveft,  I  will  fay  to  the  reapers, 
Gather  ye  together  firft  the  tares,  and  bind  them  in  bundles, 
to  burn  them  :  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  barn. 

He  that  foweth  the  good  feed  is  the  Son  of  man:  the  field 
is  the  world :  the  good  feed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom : 
but  the  tares  are  the  children  of  the  wicked  one  :  the  enemy 
that  fowed  them  is  the  devil :  the  harveft  is  the  end  of  the 
world:  and  the  reapers  are  the  angels.  As  therefore  the 
tares  are  gathered  and  burned  in  the  fire  ;  fo  (hall  it  be  in  the 
end  of  this  world.  The  Son  of  man  fhall  fend  forth  his 
angels,  and  they  fhall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all  things 
that  offend,  and  them  which  do  iniquity  ;  and  fhall  cafr. 
them  into  a  furnace  of  fire:  there  fhall  be  wailing  and 
gnafhing  of  teeth.  Then  fhall  the  righteous  fhine  forth  as 
the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.  Who  hath  ears  to 
hear,  let  him  hear.  Matthew  13.  24 — 30  and  37 — 43. 


Parable  of  the  muflard  feed, 

T  H  E  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  muftard- 
feed,  which  a  man  took  and  fowed  in  his  field.  Which 
indeed  is  the  leaft  of  all  feeds:  but  when  it  is  grown,  it  is 
the  greateft  among  herbs,  and  becometh  a  tree  :  fo  that  the 
birds  of  the  air  come  and  lodge  in  the  branches  thereof. 

Matthew  13.  31  and  32* 


Parable  of  the  leaven. 
THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  leaven,  which  a 
woman   took  and  hid  in  three  meafures  of  meal,  till  the 
whole  was  leavened.  Maltheiv  13.  33. 


in  a 


Parable  of  the  treafure. 

THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  treafure  hid 
field  :  the  which  when  a  man  hath  found,  he  hideth,   and 
for  joy  thereof  goeth,  and  felleth  all  that  he  hath,  and  buy- 
eth  that  field.  Matthew  13.  44. 

Parable 
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Parable  of  the  merchant, 
THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  merchant-man, 
feeking  goodly  pearls :  who  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of 
great  price,  went  and  fold  all  that  he  had,  and  bought  it. 

Matthew  13.  45  and  46. 


Parable  of  the  net. 
THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  net  that  was  caft 
into  the  fea,  and  gathered  of  eveiy  kind.  Which,  when  it 
was  full,  they  drew  to  fhore,  and  fat  down,  and  gathered 
the  good  into  velfels,  but  caft  the  bad  away.  So  fhall  it  be 
at  the  end  of  the  world:  the  angels  fhall  come  forth,  and 
fever  the  wicked  from  among  the  juft ;  and  (hall  caft  ihem 
into  the  furnace  of  fire:  there  fhall  be  wailing  and  gnafhing 
of  teeth.  Matlluw  13.  47 — 50. 


Parable  of  the  labourers  in  the  vineyard. 

THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  that  is  an 
houfholder,  which  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to  hire 
labourers  into  his  vineyard.  And  when  he  had  agreed  with 
the  labourers  for  a  penny  a  day,  he  lent  them  into  his 
vineyard.  And  he  went  out  about  the  third  hour,  and  faw 
others  ftanding  idle  in  the  market-place,  and  faid  unto 
them,  Go  ye  alfo  into  the  vineyard,  and  whatlbever  is  right, 
I  will  give  you.  And  they  went  their  way.  Again  he 
went  out  about  the  fixth  and  ninth  hour,  and  did  likewife. 
And  about  the  eleventh  hour,  he  went  out,  and  found 
others  ftanding  idle,  and  faith  unto  them,  Why  fland  ye 
here  all  the  day  idle?  They  fay  unto  him,  Becaufe  no  man 
hath  hired  us.  He  faith  unto  them,  Go  ye  alfo  into  the 
vineyard,  and  whatlbever  is  right,  that  fhall  ye  receive.  So 
when  even  was  come,  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  faith  unto 
his  Reward,  Call  the  labourers,  and  give  them  their  hire, 
beginning  from  the  laft  unto  the  firft.  And  when  they 
came  that  were  hired  about  the  eleventh  hour,  they  received 
every  man  a  penny.  But  when  the  firft  came,  they  fuppofed 
that  they  Ihould  have  received  more,  and  they  likewife 
received  every  nun  a  penny.  And  when  they  had  received 
it,  they  murmured  againft  the  good  man  of  the  houfe, 
faying,  1  h<  re  1  ift  have  wrought  but  one  hour,  and  thou  haft 
made  them  equal  unto  us,  winch  have  borne  the  burden 
*nd  heat  of  the  day.     But  he  anfwered  oue  of  them,  and 

faid, 
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faid,  Friend,  I  do  thee  no  wrong :  didfl  not  thou  agree  with 
me  for  a  penny?  Take  that  thine  is,  and  go  thy  way:  I 
wili  give  unto  this  laft,  even  as  unto  thee.  Is  it  not  lawful 
for  me  to  do  what  I  will  with  mine  own  ?  is  thine  eye  evil 
becaufe  1  am  good?  So  the  laft  (hall  be  firft,  and  the 
firft  laft:  for  many  be  called,  but  few  chofen. 

Matthew  20.   1 — 16. 


Parable  of  the  two  Jons. 

A  certain  man  had  two  fons,  and  he  came  to  the  firft, 
and  faid,  Son,  go  work  to-day  in  my  vineyard.  And  he 
anfwered  and  faid,  I  will  not:  but  afterward  he  repented, 
and  went.  And  he  came  to  the  fecond,  and  faid  likewife. 
And  he  anfwered  and  faid,  I  go,  fir,  and  went  not.  Whe- 
ther of  them  twain  did  the  will  of  his  father?  They  fay 
unto  him,  The  firft.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  Verily  1  fay 
unto  you,  that  the  publicans  and  the  harlots  go  into  the 
kingdom  of  God  before  you.  For  John  came  unto  you  in 
the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  and  ye  believed  him  not :  but  the 
publicans  and  the  harlots  believed  him.  And  ye,  when  ye 
had  feen  it,  repented  not  afterward,  that  ye  might  believe 
him.  Matthew  21.   28 — 32. 


Parable  of  the  houjkolder. 

THERE  was  a  certain  houfholder,  which  planted  a 
vineyard,  and  hedged  it  round  about,  and  digged  a  wine- 
prefs  in  it,  and  built  a  tower,  and  let  it  out  to  hufbandmen, 
and  went  into  a  far  country.  And  when  the  time  of  the 
fruit  drew  near,  he  fent  his  fervants  to  the  hufbandmen, 
that  they  might  receive  the  fruits  of  it.  And  the  hufbandmen 
took  his  fervants,  and  beat  one,  and  killed  another,  and  ftoned 
another.  Again,  he  fent  other  fervants,  more  than  the  firft : 
and  they  did  unto  them  likewife.  But  laft  of  all  he  fent 
unto  them  his  fon,  faying,  They  will  reverence  my  fon.  But 
when  the  hufbandmen  law  the  fon,  they  faid  among  them- 
felves,  This  is  the  heir,  come,  let  us  kill  him,  and  let  us 
feize  on  his  inheritance.  And  they  caught  him,  and  caft 
him  out  of  the  vineyard,  and  flew  him.  When  the  Lord 
therefore  of  the  vineyard  cometh,  what  will  he  do  unto 
thofe  hufbandmen  ?  They  fay  unto  him,  He  will  miferably 
deftroy  thofe  wicked  men,  and  will  let  out  his  vineyard  unto 
other  hufbandmen,  which  will  render  him  the  fruits  in  their 

feafons. 
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feafons.  Jefus  faith  unto  them,  Did  ye  never  read  in  the 
fcriptures,  The  ftone  which  the  builders  rejected,  the  fame 
is  become  the  head  of  the  corner:  this  is  the  Lord's  doing, 
and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes?  Therefore  fay  I  unto  you, 
The  kingdom  of  God  fhall  be  taken  from  you,  and  given 
to  a  nation  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof.  And  who- 
mever fhall  fall  on  this  (lone,  fhall  be  broken:  but  on 
whomfoever  it  fhall  fall,  it  will  grind  him  to  powder. 

Matthew  21.  33 — 44. 


Parable  of  the  Icing's  fon. 

THE  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  certain  king 
which  made  a  marriage  for  his  fon,  and  fent  forth  his  fer- 
vants  to  call  them   that  were  bidden  to  the  wedding:    and 
they  would  not  come.     Again  he  fent  forth  other  fervants, 
faying,  Tell  them  which  are  bidden,  Behold,  1  have  pre- 
pared my  dinner:  my  oxen  and  my  fatlings  are  killed,  and 
all  things  are  ready:  come  unto  the  marriage.     But  they 
made  light   of  it,    and  went  their  ways,  one  to    his  farm, 
another  to   his   merchandize:    and   the  remnant   took  his 
fervants,    and  entreated  them   fpitefully,    and    flew   them. 
But  when  the  king  heard  thereof,  he  was  wroth  :  and  he 
fent  forth  his  armies,  and  deftroyed  thofe  murderers,  and 
burned  up  their  city.     Then  faith  he  to  his  fervants,  The 
wedding  is  ready,  but  they  which    were  bidden  were  not 
worthy.     Go  ye  therefore  into  the  highways,  and  as  many 
as  ye  fhall  find,  bid  to  the  marriage.     So  thofe   fervants 
went  out  into  the  highways,  and  gathered  together  all,  as 
many  as  they  found,  both  bad  and  good:  and  the  wedding 
was  furnifhed  with  guefts.  And  when  the  king  came  in  to  fee 
the  guefts,  he  faw  there  a  man  which  had  not  on  a  wedding- 
garment:  and  he  faith  unto  him,  Friend,  how  cameR  thou 
in  hither,  not  having  a  wedd  uig- garment  ?     And   he  was 
fpeechlefs.     Then  faid  the  king  to  the  fervants,  Bind  him 
hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  away,  and  cafl  him  into  outer 
darknefs:    there  fhall   be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of  teeth. 
For  many   are   called,    but   few  are  chofen. 

Matthciv  22.  2 — 14. 


Parable  of  the  ten  virgins. 

THEN  fhall  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  likened  unto  ten 
virgins,  which  took  their  lamps,  and  went  forth  to  meet  the 

bridegroom. 
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bridegroom.  And  five  of  them  were  wife,  and  five  were 
foolifh.  They  that  were  foolifh  took  their  lamps,  and  took 
no  oil  with  them,  But  the  wife  took  oil  in  their  veficls  with 
their  lamps.  While  the  bridegroom  tarried,  they  all  (lum- 
bered and  flept.  And  at  midnight  there  was  a  cry  made, 
Behold,  the  bridegroom  cometh  ;  go  ye  out  to  meet  him. 
Then  all  thofe  virgins  arofe,  and  trimmed  their  lamps.  And 
the  foolifh  faid  unto  the  wife,  Give  us  of  your  uil ;  for  our 
lamps  are  gone  out.  But  the  wife  anfwered,  faying,  Not  fb  ; 
left  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and  you  ;  but  go  ye  rather  to 
them  that  fell,  and  buy  for  yourfelves.  And  whHe  they 
went  to  buy,  the  bridegroom  came  :  and  they  that  were  ready 
went  in  with  him  to  the  marriage :  and  the  door  was  Ihut. 
Afterward  came  alfo  the  other  virgins,  faying,  Lord,  Lord, 
open  to  us.  But  he  anfwered  and  faid,  Verily  I  fay  unto 
you,  I  know  you  not.  Watch  therefore,  for  ye  know  nei- 
ther the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son  of  man  cometh. 

Matthew  25,  1 — 13. 


Parable  of  the  talents, 

FOR  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  as  a  man  travelling  into  a 
far  country,  who  called  his  own  fervants,  and  delivered  unto 
them  his  goods.  And  unto  one  he  gave  five  talents,  to  ano- 
ther two,  and  to  another  one,  to  every  one  according  to  his 
feveral  ability  ;  and  ftraightway  took  his  journey.  Then  he 
that  had  received  the  five  talents  went  and  traded  with  the 
fame,  and  made  them  other  five  talents.  And  likewife  he 
that  had  rp(  ei\flkl  two,  he  alfo  gained  other  two.  But  he 
that  had  receii^d  one,  went  and  digged  in  the  earth,  and 
hid  his  lord's  money.  After  a  long  time,  the  lord  of  thofe 
fervants  cometh,  and  reckoneth  with  them.  And  fo  he 
that  had  received  five  talents,  came,  and  brought  other  five 
talents,  faying,  Lord,  thou  delivered!!  unto  me  five  talents: 
behold,  I  have  gained  befide  them  five  talents  more.  Hi* 
lord  faid  unto  him,  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vant :  thou  had  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will  make 
thee  ruler  over  many  things :  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  lord.  He  alio  that  had  received  two  talents  came,  and 
faid,  Lord,  thou  delivered!!  unto  me  two  talents :  behold,  I 
have  gained  two  other  talents  befide  them.  His  lord  faid 
unto  him,  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fervant  :  thou  hall 
been  faithful  over  a  few  tilings,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over 
many  things  :  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  lord.    'Then  he 

which. 
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which  had  received  the  one  talent,  came,  and  faid,  Lord,  I 
knew  thee,  that  thou  art  an  hard  man,  reaping  where  thou 
haft  not  fown,  and  gathering  where  thou  haft  not  ftrawed: 
and  I  was  afraid,  and  went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the  earth: 
lo,  there  thou  haft  that  is  thine.  His  lord  anfwered  and  faid 
unto  him,  Thou  wicked  and  flothful  fervant,  thou  kneweft 
that  I  reap  where  I  fowed  not,  and  gather  where  I  have  not 
ftrawed :  thou  oughteft  therefore  to  have  put  my  money  to 
the  exchangers,  and  then  at  lny  coming  I  fhould  have  re- 
ceived mine  own  with  ufury.  Take  therefore  the  talent  from 
him,  and  give  it  unto  him  which  hath  ten  talents.  For  unto 
every  one  that  hath  (hall  be  given,  and  he  mail  have  abun- 
dance ;  but  from  him  that  hath  not  fhall  be  taken  away  even 
that  which  he  hath.  And  caft  ye  the  unprofitable  fervant 
into  outer  darknefs:  there  fhall  be  weeping  and  gnafhing  of 
teeth.  Matthew  25.  14 — 30. 


Parable  of  the  I ajl  judgment. 
W  HEN  the  Son  of  man  fhall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all 
the  holy  angels  with  him,  then  fhall  he  fit  upon  the  throne 
of  his  "lory:  and  before  him  fhall  be  gathered  all  nations; 
and  he  {hall  feparate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  fhepherd 
divideth  his  fheep  from  the  goats.  And  he  fhall  let  the  fheep 
on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left.  Then  mail  the 
King  fay  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come,  ye  blelfed  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  :  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave 
me  meat :  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  :  I  was  a 
ftran^er,  and  ye  took  me  in:  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me:  I 
was  lick,  and  ye  vifitedme:  I  was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came 
unto  me.  Then  fhall  the  righteous  anfwer  him,  faying, 
Lord,  when  faw  we  thee  an  hungered,  and  fed  thee?  or 
thirfty,  and  gave  thee  drink?  When  faw  we  thee  a  ftranger, 
and  took  thee  in?  or  naked,  and  clothed  thee?  Or  when 
faw  we  thee  lick,  or  in  prifon,  and  came  unto  thee?  And 
the  king  fhall  anfwer  and  fay  unto  them,  Verily  I  fay  unto 
you,  inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  leaft  of 
my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.  Then  (hall  he 
fay  alio  unto  them  on  the  left  hand,  Depart  from  me,  ye 
I,  into  everlafting  tire  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels 1  lor  1  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat :  I 
was  thirfty,  ami  ye  gave  me  no  drink:  I  was  a  ftranger,  and 
ye  took  Die  not  in  :  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not :  lick,  and 
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in  prifon,  and  ye  vifited  me  not.  Then  (hall  they  alfo  anfwer 
him,  faying,  Lord,  when  faw  we  thee  an  hungered,  or 
athhft,  or  a  flranger,  or  naked,  or  fick,  or  in  prifon,  and 
did  not  minifter  unto  thee?  Then  (hall  he  anfwer  them,  fay- 
ing, Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  inafmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one 
of  the  leaft  of  thefe,  ye  did  it  not  to  me.  And  thefe  (hall 
go  away  into  everlafting  punifhment :  but  the  righteous  into 
life  eternal.  Matthew  25.  31—46. 

Parable  of  the  good  Samaritan . 
AND  behold,  a  certain  lawyer  flood  up,  and  tempted 
him  faying,  Matter,  what  (hall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life? 
He  faid  unto  him,  What  is  written  in  the  law?  how  readeft 
thou?  And  he  anfwering  faid,  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord 
thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with 
all  thy  fhength,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ;  and  thy  neighbour 
as  rhyfelf.     And   he  faid  unto  him,   Thou   haft   anfwered 

uS  r  \c  r  ,'  and  thou  {halt  live*  But  he  filing  to  iuftify 
himielr,  laid  unto  Jefus,  And  who  is  my  neighbour?  And 
Jelus  anfwering  faid,  A  certain  man  went  down  from  Jerufa- 
Jem  to  Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves,  which  ftripped  him 
ot  his  raiment,  and  wounded  him,  and  departed,  leaving  him 
nail  dead.  And  by  chance  there  came  down  a  certain  prieft 
that  way  ;  and  when  he  faw  him,  he  paffed  by  on  the  other 
iide.  And  likewife  a  Levite,  when  he  was  at  the  place,  came 
and  looked  on  him,  and  paffed  by  on  the  other  fide.  But  a 
certain  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed,  came  where  he  was: 
and  when  he  law  him,  he  had  companion  on  him,  and  went 
to  him,  and  bound  up  his  wounds,  pouring  in  oil  and  wine 
and  let  him  on  his  own  beaft,  and  brought  him  to  an  inn' 
and  took  care  of  him.  And  on  the  morrow,  when  he  de- 
parted, he  took  out  two  pence,  and  gave  them  to  the  hoft,  and 
aid  unto  him,  Take  care  of  him  :  and  whatfoever  thou 
ipendeft  more,  when  1  come  again,  I  will  repay  thee.  Which 
now  or  thefe  three,  thinkeft  thou,  was  neighbour  unto  him 
that  fell  among  the  thieves  ?     And  he  laid,  He  that  mewed 

lSiT  Th£n  fald  JefUS  Unt°  him'  G°'  and  do  thou 

Luke  10.  25 — 37, 

'■———■■         „ ,      ,     , 

Parable  of  the  great  fupper. 
A  certain  raan  made  a  great  fupper,  and  bade  many: 
and  lent  his  fervant  at  fupper  time  to  fay  to  them  that  were 

bidden 
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bidden,  Come,  for  all  things  are  v.ow  ready.  And  they  all 
with  one  confent  began  to  make  excufe.  The  firft  faid 
unto  him,  I  have  bought  a  piece  of  ground,  and  I  rnuft  needs 
go  and  fee  it:  I  pray  thee  hive  me  excufed.  And  another 
laid,  I  have  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove 
them:. I  pray  thee  have  me  excufed.  And  another  laid, 
I  have  married  a  wife,  and  therefore  I  cannot  come.  So 
that  fervant  came,  and  fhewed  his  Lord  thefe  things.  Then 
the  matter  of  the  houfe  being  angry  faid  to  his  fervant,  Go 
out  quickly,  into  the  ftreets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  and  bring 
in  hither  the  poor,  and  the  maimed,  and  the  halt,  and  the 
blind.  And  the  fervant  faid,  Lord,  it  is  done  as  thou  haft 
commanded,  and  yet  there  is  room.  And  the  Lord  faid 
unto  the  fervant,  Go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges, 
and  compel  them  to  come  in,  that  my  houfe  may  be  filled. 
For  1  fay  unto  you,  That  none  of  thole  men  which  were 
bidden  (hall  tafte  of  my  fupper.  Luke  14.   16 — 24. 


Parables  of  the  lojl  Jfieep  and  pieces  of m'ney. 
WHAT  man  of  you  having  an  hundred  fheep,  if  he 
lofe  one  of  them,  doth  not  leave  the  ninety  and  nine  in  the 
wildernefs,  and  go  after  that  which  is  loft:  until  he  find  it  ? 
And  when  he  hath  found  it,  he  layeth  it  on  his  Ihoulders, 
rejoicing.  And  when  he  comet h  home,  lie  calleth  together 
his  friends  and  neighbours,  faying  unto  them,  Rejoice  with 
ine;  for  I  have  found  my  fheep  which  was  loft.  I  fay  unto 
you,  That  likewife  joy  lhall  be  in  heaven  over  one  firsner 
that  repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety  and  nine  juft  per- 
ibns  which  need  no  repentance.  Either  what  woman  having 
ten  pieces  of  lilver,  if  (he  lofe  one  piece,  doth  not  light  a 
candle,  and  fweep  the  houfe,  and  leek  diligently  till  fhe 
find  it  ?  And  when  fhe  hath  found  it,  (he  calleth  her  friends 
and  her  neighbours  together,  laying,  Rejoice  with  me  ;  for 
1  have  found  the  piece  which  I  had  loft.  Likewife,  I  fay 
unto  you,  There  i»  joy  in  the  prefence  of  the  angels  of 
God  over  one  finner  that  repenteth.  Luke  15.  4 — 10. 


Parable  of  the  prodigal  fou. 

A  certain  man  had  two  fons:  and  the  younger  of  them 
faid  to  his  Father,  Father,  give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that 
1  .illcth  to  .1  he  divided  unto  them  his  living.     Ami 

not  many  days  alter  the  younger  fon  gathered  all  together, 

and 
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and  took  his  journey  into  a  far  country,  and  there  wafted 
his  fubftance  with  riotous  living.  And  when  he  had  fpent 
all,  there  arofe  a  mighty  famine  in  that  land  ;  and  he  began 
to  be  in  want.  And  he  went  and  joined  himfelf  to  a  citizen 
of  that  country ;  and  he  fent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed 
fwine.  And  he  would  fain  have  filled  his  belly  with  the 
hulks  that  the  fwine  did  eat  :  and  no  man  gave  unto  him* 
And  when  he  came  to  himfelf,  he  faid,  How  many  hired 
fervants  of  my  father's  have  bread  enough  and  to  fpare,  and 
I  perifh  with  hunger!  I  will  arife,  and  go  to  my  father,  and 
will  fay  unto  him,  Father,  I  have  finned  againft  heaven, 
and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
fon  :  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  fervants.  And  he  arofe, 
and  came  to  his  father.  But  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way 
off,  his  father  faw  him,  and  had  companion,  and  ran,  and 
fell  on  his  neck,  and  killed  him.  And  the  fon  faid  unto 
him,  Father,  I  have  finned  againft  heaven  and  in  thy  fight, 
and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon.  But  the 
father  faid  to  his  fervants,  Bring  forth  the  beft  robe,  and  put 
it  on  him ;  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  fhoes  on  his 
feet :  and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it :  and  let 
us  eat  and  be  merry.  For  this  my  fon  was  dead,  and  is 
alive  again  ;  he  was  loft,  and  is  found.  And  they  began  to 
be  merry.  Now  his  elder  fon  was  in  the  field :  and  as  he 
came  and  drew  nigh  to  the  houfe,  he  heard  mufic  and 
dancing  :  and  he  called  one  of  the  fervants,  and  afked  what 
thefe  things  meant  ?  And  he  faid  unto  him,  Thy  brother 
is  come  :  and  thy  father  hath  killed  the  fatted  calf,  becaufe 
he  hath  received  him  fafe  and  found.  And  he  was  angry, 
and  would  not  go  in :  therefore  came  his  father  out,  and 
intreated  him.  And  he  anfwering  faid  to  his  father,  Lo, 
thefe  many  years  do  1  ferve  thee,  neither  tranfgreffed  I  at 
any  time  thy  commandment ;  and  yet  thou  never  gaveft 
me  a  kid,  that  I  might  make  merry  with  my  friends:  but 
as  fooivas  this  thy  Ion  was  come,  which  hath  devoured  thy 
living  with  harlots,  thou  haft  killed  for  him  the  fatted  calf. 
And  he  faid  unto  him,  Son,  thou  art  ever  with  me,  and  all 
that  I  have  is  thine.  It  was  meet  that  we  fhould  make 
merry  and  be  glad :  for  this  thy  brother  was  dead  and  is 
alive  again  ;  and  was  loll  and  is  found.      Luke  15.  11 — 32, 
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Parable  of  the  unjuji  flexvard. 

THERE  was  a  certain  rich  man  which  had  a  Reward; 
and  the  fame  was  accufed  unto  him,  that  he  had  wafted  his 
goods.     And  he  called  him,  and  laid  unto  him,  How  is  it 
that  I  hear  this  of  thee  ?  give  an  account  of  thy  ftewardlhip  : 
for  thou  mayc-ft  he  no  longer  fteward.     Then  the  Reward 
faid  within  himfelf,  What  lhall   I   do?  for  my  lord  taketh 
away  from  me  the  ftewardfhip:  I  cannot  dig  ;  to  beg  lam 
afhamed.     I  am  refolved  what  to  do,  that,  when  I  am  put 
out   of  the   ftewardlhip,    they  may  receive  me   into   their 
houfes.     So  he  called  every  one  of  his  lord's  debtors  unto 
him,  and  faid  unto  the  firft,  How  much  oweft  thou  unto  my 
lord?  and  he  faid,  An  hundred  mea Cures  of  oil.     And  he 
faid  unto  him,  Take  thy  hill,  and  fit  down   quickly,  and 
write  fifty.     Then  laid  he  to  another,  And  how  much  oweft: 
thou?  and  he  faid,  An  hundred  meafures  of  wheat.     And 
he  faid  unto  him,  Take  thy  bill,  and  write  fourfcore.     And 
the  lord  commended  the  unjuft  Reward,   becaufe   he  had 
done  wifely:  for  the  children  of  this  world  are  in  their  ge- 
neration wifer  than  the  children  of  light*     And  I  fay  unto 
you,  Make  to  yourielves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrigh- 
teoufnels  ,•  that,  when  ye   fail,  they  may  receive  you  into 
everlafting  habitations.     He  that  is  faithful  in  that  which  is 
leaf?,  is  faithful  alfo  in  much  ;  and  he  that  is  unjuft  in  the 
leaft,  is  unjuft  alfo  in  much.     If  therefore  ye  have  not  been 
faithful  in  the  unrighteous  mammon,  who  will  commit  to 
yout  truft  the  true  riches?  And  if  ye  have  not  been  faith- 
ful in   that  which  is  another  man's,  who  fhall  give  you  that 
which  is  your  own?     No  lervant  can  fcrve  two  matters  ;  for 
either  he  will  hate  the  ore,  and  love  the  other:  or  elfe  he 
will  hold   to  the  one,  and  defpife  the  other.     Ye  cannot 
ferve  God  and  mammon.  Luke  iC.  i — 13. 


Parable  of  Dives  and  Lazarus. 
THERE  was  a  certain  rich  man,  winch  was  clothed  in 
purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared  fumptuoufly  every  day: 
and  tli ere  was  a  certain  beggar  mmed  Lazarus,  which  was 
at  his  gate  full  of  fores,  and  deliring  to  be  fed  with  the 
crumbs  which  fell  from  the  rich  man's  table :  moreover  the 
dogs  came  and  licked  his  fores.  And  it  came  to  pafs  that 
the  beggar  died,  and  was  carried  by  the  angels  into  Abra- 
ham'.^ bofom.  The  rich  mm  alfo  died,  and  was  buried; 
and   in  hell   he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  being  in  torments,  and 

feeth 
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feeth  Abraham  afar  off,  and  Lazarus  in  his  bofom.     And 
he  cried,  and   faid,  Father  Abraham,  have  mercy  on   me, 
and  fend  Lazarus,  that  he  may  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in. 
water,  and  cool  my  tongue  ;  for   I   am   tormented  in  this 
flame.     But   Abraham  ■  laid,    Son,  remember   that   thou  in 
thy  life-time  receivedft  thy  good  things,  and  likewife  Laza- 
rus evil  things:   but  now  he  is  comforted,  and  thou  art  tor- 
mented.    And  beiide  all  this,  between  us  and  you  there  is 
a  great  gulf  fixed:  Jfo  that   they  which   would   pafs   from 
hence  to  you  cannot :  neither  can  they  pafs  to  us  that  would 
come   from    thence.     Then   he  faid,  I  pray  thee  therefore, 
father,  that   thou  wouldeft  fend  him  to  my  father's  houfe  ; 
fori  have  live  brethren:  that  he  may  teftify  unto  them, 
left  they  alfo  come  into  this  place  of  torment.     Abraham 
faith  unto  him,  They  have  Mofes  and  the  prophets  ;  let 
them  hear  them.     And  he  faid,  Nay,  father  Abraham  :  but 
if  one  went  unto   them  from  the   dead   they  will  repent. 
And   he    faid   unto   him,    If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the 
prophets,  neither  will  they  be  perfuaded,  though  one  role 
from  the  dead.  Ltike  16.  19 — 31. 


Parable  of  the  importunate  friend, 

WHICH  of  you  (hall  have  a  friend,  and  fhall  go 
unto  him  at  midnight,  and  fay  unto  him,  Friend, 
lend  me  three  loaves ;  for  a  friend  of  mine  in  his  jour- 
ney is  come  to  me,  and  I  have  nothing  to  fet  before 
111111?  And  he  from  within  fin  11  anfwer  and  fay,  Trouble 
me  not :  the  door  is  now  fhut,  and  my  children  are  with 
me  in  bed ;  I  cannot  rife  and  give  thee.  I  fay  unto  you, 
Though  he  will  not  rife  and  give  him  becaufe  he  is  his 
friend,  yet  becaufe  of  his  importunity  he  will  rife  and  give 
him  as  many  as  he  needcth.  And  I  fay  unto  you,  Afk, 
and  it  fhall  be  given  you ;  feek,  and  ye  fhall  find  ;  knock, 
and  it  fhall  be  opened  unto  you.  For  every  one  that  afketh 
receiveth  ;  and  he  that  feeketh  findeth:  and  to  him  that 
knocketh  it  fhall  be  opened.  If  a  fon  fhall  afk  bread  of  any 
of  you  that  is  a  father,  will  he  give  him  a  ltone  ?  .or  if  he 
all;  a  fifh,  will  he  for  a  fiih  give  him  a  ferpent?  Or  if  he 
will  alk  an  egg,  will  lie  otfer  him  a  fcorpion  ?  If  ye  then, 
being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your  children  : 
how  much  more  fhall  your  heavenly  Father  give  the  holy 
ipirit  to  them  that  afk  him?  Luke  1 1.  5 — 13. 
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Parable  of  the  importunate  wid 
THERE  was  in  a  city  a  judge  Which  feared  not  God, 
neither  regarded  man:  and  there  was  a  widow  in  that  city; 
and  ihe  came  unto  him,  laying,  Avenge  me  of  mine  adver- 
fary.  And  he  would  not  for  a  while  :  but  afterward  he  laid 
within  himfelf,  Though  I  fear  not  God,  nor  regard  man  ; 
yet  becaule  this  widow  troubleth  me,  I  will  avenge  her,  left 
by  her  continual  coming  (lie  weary  me.  And  the  Lord  faid, 
Hear  what  the  unjuft  judge  faith.  And  fhall  not  God 
avenge  his  own  ele6t,  which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him, 
though  he  bear  long  with  them?  I  tell  you,  That  he  will 
avenge  them  fpeedily.  Neverthelefs,  when  the  Son  of  man 
cometh,  fhall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth  ?  Luke  iS.  2 — 8. 


Parable  of  the  Pharifee  and  publican. 

TWO  men  went  up  into  the  temple  to  pray  ;  the  one  a 
Pharifee,  and  the  other  a  publican  :  the  Pharifee  Rood  and 
prayed  thus  with  himfelf,  God,  I  thank  thee  that  I  am  not 
as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjuft,  adulterers,  or  even 
as  this  publican.  I  fall  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes  of 
all  that  I  pofiefs.  And  the  publican  ftanding  afar  off,  would 
not  lift  up  fo  much  as  his  eyes  unto  heaven,  but  fmote  upon 
his  breaft,  laying,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  Tinner.  I  tell 
you,  This  man  went  down  to  his  houfe  juftified  rather  than 
the  other :  for  every  one  that  exalteth  himfelf  fhall  beabafed  ; 
and  he  that  humbleth  himfelf  fhall  be  exalted. 

Luke  iS.  10 — 14. 


Parable  of  the  ten  pounds. 

A  certain  nobleman  went  into  a  far  country  to  receive 
for  himlelf  a  kingdom,  and  to  return.  And  he  called  his 
ten  fervants,  and  delivered  them  ten  pounds,  and  faid  unto 
them,  Occupy  till  I  come.  But  his  citizens  hated  him,  and 
lent  a  melTagi  alLer  him,  faying,  We  will  not  have  this  man 
to  reign  over  us.  And  it  came  to  pafs,  that  when  he  was  re- 
turned, having  received  the  kingdom,  then  he  commanded 
1  lick  fervantstobe  called  unto  him  to  whom  he  had  given  the 
money,  that  he  might  know  how  much  every  man  had 
gained  by  trading.  Then  came  the  firft,  faying,  Lord,  thy 
pound  hath  gained  ten  pounds.  And  he  faid  unto  him, 
Well,  thou  good  fervant ;  becaule  thou  halt  been  faithful  in 
a  very  little,  have  thou  authority  over  ten  cities.     And  the 
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fecond  came,  faying,  Lord,  thy  pound  hath  gained  five 
pounds.  And  he  faidlikewife  to  him,  Be  thou  alfo  over  five 
cities.  And  another  came,  faying,  Lord,  hehold,  here  \a 
thy  pound,  which  I  have  kept  laid  up  in  a  napkin  1  for  I 
feared  thee,  becaufe  thou  art  an  auftere  man  :  thou  taken  up 
that  thou  layedft  not  down,  and  reaped  that  thoudidfi 
fow.  And  he  faith  unto  him,  Out  of  thine  own  mouth  will 
I  judge  thee,  thou  wicked  fervant.  Thou  kneweft  that  I  was 
an  auftere  man,  taking  up  that  I  laid  not  down,  and  reaping 
that  I  did  not  fow.  Wherefore  then  gayeft  not  thou  my 
money  into  the  bank,  that  at  my  coming  1  might  have  re- 
quired my  own  with  ufury?  And  he  faid  unto  them  that 
ftood  by,  Take  from  him  the  pound,  and  give  it  to  him  that 
hath  ten  pounds.  And  they  laid  unto  him,  Lord,  he  hath 
ten  pounds.  For  I  fay  unto  you,  That  unto  every  one 
which  hath  II 1  all  be  given,  and  from  him  that  hath  not,  even 
that  he  hath  (hall  be  taken  away  from  him.  But  thofe  mine 
enemies,  which  would  not  that  I  fhould  reign  over  them, 
bring  hither,  and  flay  them  before  me.         Luke  19.  12 — 27. 


Parable  of  the  king  and  his  fervant s. 
THEN  came  Peter  to  him,  and  faid,  Lord,  how  oft  (hall 
my  brother  fin  againft  me,  and  I  forgive  him?  till  feven 
times?  Jefus  faith  unto  him,  I  fay  not  unto  thee,  Until 
feven  times:  but,  Until  feventy  times  feven.  Therefore  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  likened  unto  a  certain  king  which 
would  take  account  of  his  fervants.  And  when  lie  had  begun 
to  reckon,  one  was  brought  unto  him  which  owed  him  ten 
thoufand  talents.  But  forafmuch  as  he  had  not  to  pay,  his 
lord  commanded  him  to  be  fold,  and  his  wife  and  children, 
and  all  that  he  had,  and  payment  to  be  made.  The  fervant 
therefore  fell  down,  and  worfhipped  him,  faying,  Lord,  have 
patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  Then  the  Lord 
of  that  fervant  was  moved  with  companion,  and  loofed  him, 
and  forgave  him  the  debt.  But  the  fame  fervant  went  out, 
and  found  one  of  his  fellow-fervants,  which  owed  him  an 
hundred  pence  :  and  he  laid  hands  on  him,  and  took  him  by 
the  throat,  faying,  Pay  me  that  thou  owed.  And  his  fellow- 
fervant  fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  befought  him,  faying, 
Have  patience  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  And  he  would 
not :  but  went  and  call  him  into  prifon,  till  he  fhould  pay 
the  debt.  So  when  his  fellow-fervants  law  what  was  done, 
they  were  very  forry,  and  came  and  told  unto  their  lord  all 
that  was  done.     Then  his  lord,  after  that  he  had  called  him, 
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faid  unto  him,  Othou  wicked  fervant,  I  forgave  thee  all  that 
debt,  becaufe  thou  defiredft  me:  fhouldeft  not  thou 
have  had  com  pa  (lion  on  thy  fellow-fervant,  even  as  I  had  pity 
on  thee?  And  his  lord  was  wroth,  and  delivered  him  to  the 
tormentors,  till  he  fhould  pay  all  that  was  due  unto  him.  So 
likewife  (hall  my  heavenly  Father  doalfo  unto  you,  if  ye  fl 
your  hearts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  trefpal 

Matthew  10.  21— 35. 


Parable  of  the  foollfu  rich  man. 

AND  one  of  the  company  faid  unto  him,  Mafter,  fpeak 
to  my  brother,  that  he  divide  the  inheritance  with  me.  And 
he  faid  unto  him,  Man,  who  made  me  a  judge  or  a  divider 
over  you?  And  he  laid  unto  them,  Take  heed  and  beware 
of  covetoufnefs  :  for  a  man's  life  confifteth  not  in  the  abun- 
dance of  the  things  which  he  pofieffeth.  And  he  fpake  a 
parable  unto  them,  faying,  The  ground  of  a  certain  rich 
man  brought  forth  plentifully:  and  he  thought  within  him- 
felf,  faying,  What  (hall  I  do,  becaufe  I  have  no  room  where 
to beftow  my  fruits?  And  he  faid,  This  will  I  do :  I  will 
pull  down  my  barns,  and  build  greater  ;  and  there  will  I  be- 
llow all  my  fruits  and  my  goods :  and  I  will  fay  to  my  foul, 
Soul,  thou  haft  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years :  take 
thine  eal'e,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry.  But  God  faid  unto 
him,  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  mall  be  required  of 
thee:  then,  whole  fhall  thofe  things  be  which  thou  haft  pro- 
vided? So  is  he  that  layeth  up  treafure  for  himfelf,  and  is 
not  rich  toward  God.  Luke  12.  13 — 21. 


Parable  of  the  barren  fg-lrce. 
A  certain  man  had  a  fig-tree  planted  in  his  vineyard  ;  and 
lie  came  and  fought  fruit  thereon,  and  found  none.  Then 
faid  he  unto  the  dretter  of  his  vineyard,  Behold,  thefe  three 
x  re  I  come  feeking  fruit  on  this  fig-tree,  and  f\\\d  none  ; 
cut  it  down  ;  why  cumbereth  it  the.  ground?  And  he  an- 
lwi  Tin _■■;  laid  unto  him,  Lord,  let  it  alone  this  year  alfo,  till 
1  "'  'hunt  it  and  dung  it  :  and  if  it  hear  fruit,   ueil: 

I  not,  then  alter  that  thou  (halt  cut  it  down. 

Luke  13.  6 — 9. 

PART 
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PART    II. 

Miracles  and  Parables  from  the  ancient  Heathen. 

MIRACLES. 

HOMER,  in  the  19  book  of  his  Iliad,  introduces 
Achilles  addreffing  the  horfes  which  drew  his  chariot  in  the 
war  of  Troy,  and  one  of  them  making  anfwer  in  the  follow- 
ing words,  as  tranflated  by  Mr.  Pope  : 

Xanthus  and  Balius!  of  Podarges'ftrain, 
(Unlefs  ye  boaft  that  heav'nly  race  in  vain) 
Be  fwift,  be  mindful  of  the  load  ye  bear, 
And  learn  to  make  your  mafter  more  your  care: 
Thro'  falling  fcjuadrons  bear  my  -flaught'ring  fword, 
Nor,  as  ye  left  Patroclus,  leave  your  Lord. 

The  gen'rous  Xanthus,  as  the  words  he  fa.'d, 
Seem'd  ienfible  of  woe,  and  droop'd  his  head  : 
Trembling  he  flood  before  the  golden  wain, 
And  bow'd  to  duft  the  honours  of  his  mane, 
When,  ftrange  to  tell !   (fo  Juno  will'd)  he  broke 
Eternal  filence,  and  portentous  fpoke. 
Achilles !  yes !  this  day  at  lead  we  bear 
Thy  rage  in  fafety  thro'  the  files  of  war: 
But  come  it  will,  the  fatal  time  mud  come, 
Nor  ours  the  fault,  but  God  decrees  thy  doom. 
Not  thro'  our  crime,  or  flovvnefs  in  the  courfe, 
Fell  thy  Patroclus,  but  by  heav'nly  force; 
The  bright  far-mooting  god  who  gilds  the  day, 
(Confeft  we  faw  him)  tore  his  arms  away. 
No — could  our  fwiftnefs  o'er  the  winds  prevail, 
Or  beat  the  pinions  of  the  weft  em  gale, 
All  were  in  vain — the  Fates  thy  death  demand, 
Due  to  a  mortal  and  immortal  hand. 

Then  ceas'd  for  ever,  by  the  Furies  ty'd, 
His  fate- full  voice.     Th  intrepid  chief  replyxl 
With  unabated  rage — So  let  it  be ! 
Portents  and  prodigies  are  loft  on  me. 
I  know  my  fates :  to  die,  to  fee  no  more 
My  much-lov'd  parents,  and  my  native  fhore — 
Enough — when  heav'n  ordains,  I  fink  in  night ; 
Now  perifh  Troy !  he  faid,  and  rufh'd  to  fight. 


LIVY, 


344  SACRED     LITERATURE.        Book  VIH. 

LIVY,  the  celebrated  Roman  hiflorian,  abounds  with 
Prodigies.  Take  the  following,  in  his  own  words,  as  a  fpe- 
cimen.     The  reft  are  equally  nugatory : 

Priufquam  conful  praetorefque  in  provincias  proficifceren- 
tur,  fupplicatio  fuit  prodigiorum  caufa.  Capram  lex  haedos 
uno  fsetu  edidiffe,  exPiceno  nunciatum  eft  :  et  Arctii  pucrum 
natum  unimanum  :  Amiterni  terra  pluilie  :  Forrniis  portam 
murumque  de  coelo  ta&a  :  et,  quod  maxime  terrebat,  confu- 
lis  Cn.  Domitii  bovem  locutum  :  Roma,  cave  tibi.  Caste- 
rorum  prodigiorum  caufa  fupplicatum  eft  :  bovem  cum  cura 
fervari  aliqui  arufpices  juffcrunt.  Tiberis  infeftiore,  quam 
priore  impetu  illatus  urbi,  duos  pontes,  oedificia  multa, 
maxime  circa  portam  Flumentanam,  evertit.  Saxum  ingens, 
iive  imbribus,  five  motu  terrae  leviore,  quam  ut  alioqui  fen- 
tiretur,  labefactatum,  in  vicuna  jugarium  ex  Capitolio  proci- 
dit,  et  multos  oppreffit.  In  agris  paffim  inundatis  pecua 
ablata;  villarum  ftragesfa&a  eft.  Book  35. 


PARABLES. 

Choice  of  Hercules. 

WHEN  Hercules  had  arrived  at  that  part  of  his  you4.h,in 
which  young  men  commonly  chufe  for  thernfelves,  and  (lieu-, 
by  the  refult  of  their. choice,  whether  they  will,  through  the 
fucceeding  ftages  of  their  lives,  enter  into  and  walk  in  the 
path  of  virtue  or  that  of  vice,  he  went  out  into  a  folitary 
place,  fit  for  contemplation,  there  to  conlicler  with  himfelf, 
which  of  thofe  two  paths  he  fhould  purfue. 

As  he  was  fitting  there  in  fufpenle,  he  faw  two  women  of 
a  larger  ftature  than  ordinary,   approaching  towards  him. 
One  of  them  had  a  genteel  and  amiable  afpect ;  her  beauty 
was  natural  and  eafy,  her  perfon  and  fhape  clean  and  hand- 
fome,  her  eyes  caft  towards  the  ground  with  an  agreeable  re- 
ferve,  her  motion  and  behaviour  full  of  modefty,  and  her 
raiment  white  a?  fnow.     The  other  wanted  all  the  native 
beauty  and  proportion  of  the  former  :  her  perfon  was  fwelled, 
by  luxury  and  eafe,  to  a  fize  quite  difproportioncd  and  un- 
comely:— (he  had  painted  her  complexion,  that  it  might 
feem  fairer  and  more  ruddy,  than  it  really  was ;  and  endea- 
voured to  appear  more  graceful  than  ordinary  in  her  mien,  by 
a  mixture  of  affectation  in  all  her  geftures.     Her  eyes  were 
full  of  confidence;  and  her  drefs  tranfparent,  that  the  con- 
ceited beauty  of  her  perfon  might  appear  through  it  to  ad- 
vantage :— -Che  caft  her  eyes  frequently  upon  herfelf,  then 

turned 
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turned  them  on  thofe  that  were  prefent,  to  fee  whether  any 
one  regarded  her,  and  now  and  then  looked  on  the  figure fhe 
made  in  her  own  fhadow. 

As  they  drew  nearer,  the  former  continued  the  fame  com- 
pofed  pace,  while  the  latter,  ftriving  to  get  before  her,  ran 
up  to  Hercules;  and  addreiied  herlelf  to  him  in  the  follow- 
ing manner. 

I  perceive,  my  dear  Hercules,  you  are  in  doubt  which 
path  in  life  you  (hould  purfue.  If  then  you  will  be  my 
friend,  and  follow  me,  I  will  lead  you  to  a  path  the  mod 
eafy  ^nd  moft  delightful,  wherein  you  (hall  tafteall  the  iweets 
of  life,  and  live  exempj:  from  every  trouble.  You  {hall 
neither  be  concerned  in  war,  nor  in  the  afiiirs  of  the  world, 
but  '  7  confider  how  to  gratify  all  your  fmfes : — your 

talic,  with  thefmeft  dainties,  and  moft  delicious  drink  ;  your 
fight,  with  the  moft  agreeable  objects  ;  your  fcent,  with  the 
eft  perfumes,  and  fragrancy  of  odours  ;  how  you  may 
enjoy  the  embraces  of  the  fair  ;  repofe  on  the  fofteft  beds; — 
render  you*  (lumbers  fweet  and  eafy : — and  by  what  means 
enjoy,  without  even  the  fmalleft  care,  all  thofe  glorious  and 
mighty  bleffings. 

And,  for  fear  you  fufpect  that  the  fources,  whence  you 
are  to  derive  thofe  invaluable  bleffings,  might  at  fome  time 
or  other  fail,  and  that  you  might,  of  courfe,  be  obliged  to 
acquire  them,  at  the  expence  of  your  mind,  and  the  united 
labour  and  idtigue  of  your  body  ;  I  before-hand  affure  you, 
that  you  (hall  freely  enjoy  all  from  the  induflry  of  others, 
undergo  neither  harcllhip  nor  drudgery,  but  have  every 
thing  at  your  command,  that  can  afford  you  any  pleafure 
or  advantage. 

Hercules,  hearing  the  lady  make  him  fuch  offers,  defired 
to  know  her  name;  to  which  fhe  anfwered,  My  friends,  and 
thofe  who  are  well  acquainted  with  me,  and  whom  I  have 
conducted,  call  me  Happinefs  ;  but  my  enemies,  and  thofe 
who  would  injure  my  reputation,  have  given  me  the  name 
of  Pleafure. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  other  lady  approached,  and  in  her 
turn  accofted  him  in  this  manner:  I  alio  am  come  to  you, 
Hercules,  to  offer  my  affiftance  ;  I  who  am  well  acquainted 
with  your  divine  extraction,  and  have  obferved  the  ex- 
cellence of  your  nature,  even  from  your  childhood';  from 
which  I  have  reafon  to  hope,  that,  if  you  would  follow  the 
path  that  leadeth  to  my  ref.dencc,  you  will  undertake  the 
greateft  enterprizes,  and  atchieve  the  moft  glorious  actions, 
and  that  I  (hall  thereby  become  more  honourable  and 
jlluftrious  among  mortals.     But  before  1  invite  you  into  my 

fociety 
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fociety  and  friendfhip,  I  will  be  open  and  fincere  with  you, 
and  mud  lay  down  this  as  an  eftablifhed  truth,  That  there 
is  nothing  truly  valuable  which  can  be  purchafed  without 
pains  and  labour.  The  Gods  have  let  a  price  upon  even 
real  and  noble  pleafure.  If  you  would  gain  the  favour  of 
the  Deity,  you  muft  be  at  the  pains  of  worfliipping  him  ; 
if  you  would  be  beloved  by  your  friends,  you  muft  ftudy  to 
oblige  them;  if  you  would  be  honoured  by  any  city,  vcfu 
muft  be  of  fervice  to  it  ;  and  if  you  would  be  admired  by 
all  Greece,  on  account  of  your  probity  and  valour,   you 

muft  exert  yourfelf  to  do  her  ibme  eminent  fervice. !£ 

you  would  vender  your  fields  fruitful,  and  fill  your  barm 
with  corn,  you  muft  labour  to  cultivate  the  foil  accord- 
ingly :  would  you  grow  rich  by  your  herds?  .a  proper  care 
inufi  be  taken  of  them:  would  you  extend  your  dominions 
by  arms,  and  be  rendered  capable  of  letting  at  liberty  your 
captive  friends,  and  bringing  your  enemies  to  fubjeclion  V 
you  muft  not  only  learn  of  thofe  that  are  experienced  in  the 
ait  of  war,  but  exercife  yourfelf  alfo  in  the  ufe  of  military 
aH'tirs:  and  if  you  would  excel  in  the  ftrength  of  your 
body,  you  muft  keep  your  body  in  due  fubjettion  to  your 
mind,  and  exercife  it  with  labour  and  pains. 

Here  Pleafure  broke  in  upon  her  dilcourfe.  Do  you  fee, 
my  dear  Hercules,  through  what  long  and  difficult  ways  this 
woman  would  lead  you  to  her  promifed  delights?  Follow 
me,  and  I  will  (hew  you  a  much  fhorter  and  more  eafy  way 
to  happinefs. 

Alas!  replied  the  Goddefs  of  Virtue,  whofe  vifage  glowed 
with  a  paffion,  made  up  of  fcorn  and  pity,  what  happinefs 
can  you  bellow?  or  what  pleafure  can  you  tafte,  who  would 
never  do  any  thing  to  acquire  it?  You  who  will  take  your 
fill  of  all  pieafures,  before  you  feel  an  appetite  for  any; 
you  eat  before  you  are  hungry,  you  drink  before  you  are 
irft  ;  and,  that  you  may  pleafe  your  tafte,  muff  have  the 
imeft  artifts  to  prepare  your  viands  ;  the  richeft  wines,  that 
you  ni ay  drink  with  pleafure  ;  and  to  give  your  wine  the 
liner  tafte,  you  fearch  every  place  for  ice  and  fnow,  lux- 
urioully  to  cool  it  in  the  heat  of  hammer.  Then,  to  make 
your  f lumbers  uninterrupted,  you  muft  have  the  folteft 
down  and  the  eafieft  couches;  and  a  gentle  alcent  of  fteps, 
to  live  \ou  from  any  the  leaft  difturbance  in  mounting  up 
to  them.  And  all  little  enough,  heaven  knows !  for  you 
have  not  prepared  yeuri'elf  for  ileep  by  any  thing  you  have 
done  ;  but  leek  after  it,  only  becaufe  you  have  nothing  to 
do.     It  is  the  fame  in  the  enjoyments  of  love  ;  in  which 

you 
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you  rather  force,  than  follow,  your  inclinations  ;  and  are 
obliged  to  ufe  arts,  and  even  to  pervert  nature,  to  keep 
your  pafllons  alive.  Thus  is  it,  that  you  inftruft  your 
followers  ;  kept  awake  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  night,  by 
debaucheries  ;  and  confuming,  in  drowiinefs,  all  the  raoft 

uteful  part  of  the  day. Though  immortal,  you  are  an 

outcaft  from  the  Gods,  and  defpifed  by  good  men.  Never 
have  you  heard  that  molt  agreeable  of  all  founds,  your  own 
praife  ;  nor  ever  have  you  beheld  the  mod  pleafing  of  all 
objects,  any  good  work  of  your  own  hands.  Who  would 
ever  give  any  credit  to  any  thing  that  you  fay  ?  Who  would 
affift  you  in  your  neceflity?  or  what  man  of  feme  would 
ever  venture  to  be  of  your  mad  parties.  Such  as  do  follow 
you,  are  robbed  of  their  ftrength,  when  they  are  young  ; 
void  of  wildom  when  they  grow  old.  In  their  youth 
they  are  bred  up  in  indolence,  and  all  manner  of  de- 
licacy;  and  pafs  their  old  age  with  difficulties  and  dil- 
trefs  :  full  of  lhame  for  what  they  have  done,  and  op- 
preiTed  with  the  burden  of  what  they  are  to  do  ;  fqinnderers 
ofpleafures,  in  their  youth  ;  and  hoarders  up  of  affli&ions, 
tor  their  old  age. 

On  the  contrary,  my  conversation  is  with  the  Gods,  and 
with  ^ood  men  :  and  there  is  nothing  excellent  performed 
by  either,  without  my  influence.  I  am  refpe&ed  above  all 
things,  byjheGods,  and  by  the  beft  of  mortals  ;  and  it  is 
juft  I  fhould.  I  am  an  agreeable  companion  to  the  artifan  ; 
a  faithful  fecurity  to  mafters  of  families  ;  a  kind  afliftant  to 
Servants  .**************;  an  uieful  aflociate 
m  the  arts  of  peace ;  a  faithful  ally  in  the  labours  of  war  ; 
and  the  beft  uniter  of  all  friendfhips. 

My  votaries  too  enjoy  a  pleature  in  every  thing  they 
either  eat  or  drink,  even  without  having  laboured  for  it ; 
becaufe  they  wait  for  the  demand  of  their  appetites.  Their 
ileep  is  fweeter  than  that  of  the  indolent  and  una6tive:  and 
they  are  neither  overburdened  with  it,  when  they  awake  ; 
nor  do  they,  for  the  fake  of  it,  omit  the  neceffary  duties  of 
life.  My  young  men  have  the  pleafure  of  being  praifed  by 
thofe  who  are  In  years  ;  and  thofe  who  are  in  years,  of  being 
honoured  by  thofe  who  are  young.  They  look  back  with 
comfort  on  their  paft  anions,  and  delight  themfelves  in 
their  prel'ent  employments.  By  my  means  they  are  favoured 
by  the  Gods,  beloved  by  their  friends,  and  honoured  by 
their  country:  and  when  the  appointed  period  of  their 
lives  is  come,  they  are  not  loft  in  a  difhonourable  oblivion, 
J  but 
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but  live  and  flourifh  ip  the  praifes  of  mankind,  even  to  the 
lateft  pofterity. 

Thus,  my  dear  Hercules!  who  are  defcended  of  divine 
anoeftoiv!  you  may  acquire,  by  virtuous  toil  and  indulhy, 
this  raoft  dehraLie  Rate  of  perfect  happinefe. 

Memorable  I  lungs  of  Sa 


■  The  Table  of  Cc     . 

A  S  we  were  walking  in  the  temple  of  Saturn,  and  obferv- 
ing  feveral  of  the  prefents  dedicated  to  that  God,  we  were 
particularly  (truck  with  a  picture  hung  up  before  one  of  the 
chapels.  Both  the  manner  and  the  fubject  of  it  feemed  to 
be  foreign,  fo  that  we  were  at  a  lofs  to  know  either  whence 
or  what  it  was.  What  it  reprefented  was  neither  a  city  nor 
a  camp  ;  but  an  inclofure,  containing  two  other  inclofures, 
the  one  larger,  and  the  other  lefs.  To  the  outer  inclofure 
there  was  a  portal,  with  a  great  number  of  perfons  (landing 
before  it,  and  feveral  females  within  ;  and  an  aged  man 
Handing  by  the  portal,  in  the  attitude  of  giving  directions  to 
thofe  who  were   going  in. 

After  we  had  been  debating  among  ourfelves  for  fome 
time  what  all  thefe  things  mould  mean,  an  elderly  perfon, 
who  happened  to  be  by,  uddreii'ed  himfclf  to  us  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

014  Citizen.  As  you  are  ft  rangers,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
you  fhould  be  at  a  lofs  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  this  pic- 
ture, fince  feveral  of  the  natives  of  this  city  themlelves  know 
not  the  true  intent  of  it :  and  indeed  it  was  not  placed  here 
by  any  of  our  citizens,  but  by  a  firanger  who  vifited  thefe 
parts  feveral  years  ago.  He  was  a  very  fenfible  man  and  a 
great  philofopher,  and,  both  in  his  converfation  and  practice, 
1  to  approach  nearer  to  the  doctrines  of  Pythagoras  and 
Parmenides  than  to  any  other  of  our  fe6ts.  It  was  he  who 
built  this  temple,  and  dedicated  tfyis  picture  in  it  to  Saturn. 

Stranger,  Have  youthen  feen  the  very  perfon  who  gave 
it  V  and  was  you  acquainted  with  him? 

0,  C.  Yes,   1   was  both  well    acquainted  with    him,  and 

red  1  urn  very  much;  for,  though  he  was   very  young, 

rfation   was    full    of  wifdom  :    and  among   other 

.   1  ha^e  often  heard  him   explaining  the  fubjeci  ot 

the  picture  before  us. 

S.  1  entreat 
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S.  I  entreat  you,  if  it  will  not  be  too  troublefome,  to  ac- 
quaint us  with  bis  explanation  of  it ;  for 'tis  what  we  are 
all  longing  to  know. 

0.  C.  That  will  be  rather  a  pleafure  than  any  troul 
me;  but  I  ought  to  warn  you  of  one  thing  before  I  begin, 
which    is   this,    that  the  hearing  it   is  attended  with   fume 
danger. 

S.  What  danger  can  there  be  in  that  ? 

0.  C.  It  is  no  lets  than  this,  that,  if  you  obferve  and 
follow  the  leffon  it  gives  you,  it  will  make  you  wife  and 
happy  ;  but,  if  you  neglect  it,  you  will  be  moil  miierable 
and  wretched  all  your  days.  So  that  the  explaining  of  this 
is  not  unlike  the  riddle  (aid  to  have  been  propofed  to  people 
by  the  Sphynx,  which  if  the  hearer  underftood  he  was 
faved  ;  but  if  not,  he  was  to  be  deftrdyed.  It  is  much  the 
fame  in  the  prefent  cafe;  for  ignorance  is  full  as  dangerous 
in  life  as  the  Sphynx  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  fable.  Now 
the  pi6ture  before  us  includes  all  the  do6trine  of  what  is 
good  in  life,  what  is  bad,  and  what  indiiferent  ;  lo  that,  if 
you  fhould  take  it  wrong,  you  will  be  deftroyed  by  it,  not 
indeed  all  at  once,  as  the  people  were  by  that  monfter,  but 
by  little  and  little,  through  all  the  refidue  of  your  life,  as 
thole  are  who  are  given  up  to  be  put  to  death  by  flow  tortures. 
On  the  contrary,  if  you  underftand  it  aright,  then  will  your 
ignorance  be  deflroyed,  and  you  will  be  faved,  and  become 
happy  and  bled  for  all  the  reft  of  your  days.  Do  you, 
therefore,  attend  carefully  to  what  1  thall  fay  to  you,  and 
obferve  it  as  you  ought. 

S.  O  heavens!  how  have  you  encreafed  our  longing  to 
hear  what  may  be  of  fuch  very  great  importance  to  us ! 

0.  C.  It  is  certainly  of  the  greateft  that  cm  be. 

5.  Explain  it  then  to  us  immediately,  we  beleech  you : 
and  be  allured  we  will  lifter)  to  you  with  all  the  care  and 
attention  that  a  matter  which  concerns  us  fo  greatly  mud 
demand. 

0.  C.  You  fee  this  grand  inclofure.  All  this  circuit  is 
the  circuit  of  human  life,  and  that  great  number  of  pc 
(landing  before  the  portal  are  thofe  who  are  to  enter  into  life. 
This  aged  perfon,  who  Rands  by  the  entrance  holding  a 
paper  in  one  of  his  hands,  and  pointing  with  the  otner, 
the  Genius  who  directs  all  that  are  going  in,  what  they 
fhould  do  after  they  are  entered  into  life,  and  fhews  them 
which  way  they  ought  to  take  in  order  to  be  happy  in  it. 

S.  And  which  is  the  way  that  b  .  iem  V  where  is  it  ? 

0.  C.  Do 
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0.  C.  Do  you  fee  that,  feat  on  the  other  fide  before  the 
portal,  and  the  woman  fitting  on  it  with  the  cup  in  hei 
hand ;  (he  who  is  fo  finely  dreiied  out,  and  makes  io  plaufibie 
an  appearance? 

5.  I  fee  her ;  and  pray  who  is  (he  ? 

0.  C.  She  is  Deceit,  the  mifleader  of  mm. 

S.  And  what  does  (he  do  there  ? 

0.  C.  As  they  are  entering  into  life,  flic  offers  their,  to 
drink  of  her  cup. 

•S.  And  what  does  her  cup  contain? 

0.  C.  Ignorance  and  error,  of  which  when  they  have 
drunk,  they  enter  into  life. 

S.  And  do  all  drink  of  this  cup? 

0.  C.  All  drink  of  it,  but  fome  more,  and  fome  lefs.  A 
little  farther,  within  the  portal,  don't  you  fee  a  company  of 
loofe  women,  with  a  great  deal  of  variety  both  in  their  drefs 
and  airs  ? 

S.  I  fee  them. 

0.  C.  Thofe  are  the  Opinions,  Defires,  and  Pleafures, 
who,  as  the  multitude  enter,  fly  to  them,  embrace  each  of 
them  with  great  earnertnefs,  and  then  lead  them  away  witli 
them. 

S.  And  whither  do  they  lead  them  ? 

0.  C,  Some  to  the  W3y  of  ialcty  ;  and  others  to  perdition 
through  their  folly. 

S.  Ah,  why  did  they  drink  of  that  liquor  before  they 
came  in? 

0.  C.  All  of  them  alike  tell  thofe  whom  they  are  cm- 
bracing,  that  they  will  lead  them  to  what  is  belt,  and  v. ill 
make  their  lives  quite  happy  :  whiift  the  comers,  blinded 
with  the  large  draughts  they  have  taken  from  the  cup  of 
Deceit,  are  incapable  of  diftinguiihing  which  is  the  true 
way  in  life ;  and  wander  about  inconfiderately,  here  and 
there,  as  you  fee  they  do.  You  may  obferve  too,  that  thev 
who  have  been  in  fome  time  go  about  juft  as  thel'e  direct 
them. 

S.  They  do  fo  ;  but  pray  who  is  that  woman  who 
feems  to  be  both  blind  and   mad,    and    who  ftands  on  that 

ind  Rone  there? 

Qm  ('.  That  is  Fortune;  and  (lie  is  really  not  only  mad 
ami  blind,  but  deal  too. 

S.   What  can  her  bufitiefe  be? 

0.  C,  She  flies  about  every  where,  and  fnatches  what  he 

has  from  one,  to  give  it  to  another,  and  then  takes  it  away 

orp  him,  to  give  it  to  a  third  ;  without  any  manner 

of 
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of  meaning,  or  any  degree  of  certainty  :  which  latter  is  very 
aptly  fignified  by  her  figure  here. 
5.  How  fo? 

0.  C.  By  her  (landing  on  that  round  ft  one,  which  (hews 
that  there  is  no  (liability  or  fecurity  in  her  favours  ;  as  all 
who  truft  to  her  find,  by  fome  great  and  unexpected  fall. 

S.  And  what  does  all  that  company  about  hev  want  of 
her?  And  how  are  they  called? 

O.C.  They  are  called  the  Inconfiderates,  and  are  begging 
for  lome  of  thofe  things  which  fhe  flings  about  her. 

S.  And  why  do  they  appear  with  fuch  a  diverfity  of  paf- 
fions?  Some  of  them  as  over-joyed,  and  others  as  very  much 
diftreft? 

0.  C.  They  who  fmilc  and  rejoice  are  fuch  as  have  re- 
ceived fomethingfrom  her  hand  ;  and  thefe  call  her  by  the 
title  of  Good  Fortune  :  and  fuch  as  weep  and  mourn  are 
they  from  whom  (he  has  relumed  what  (he  had  before  given 
them  ;  and  thefe  call  her  Bad  Fortune. 

S.  And  what  is  it  (lie  gives,  that  fhould  make  the  former 
rejoice  fo  much  on  the  receiving  it,  and  the  latter  lament 
fo  much  at  the  lofs  of  it  ? 

0.  C.  All  thofe  things  which  the  greateft:  part  of  mankind 
think  good,  fuch  as  wealth,  and  glory,  and  nobility,  and 
offspring,  and  dignities,  and  crowns,  and  all  fuch  fort  of 
things. 

S.  And  are  not  thefe  really  good  things? 
0.  C.  As.  to  that,  we  may  talk  more  at  large  another 
time;  but  at  prefcnt,  if  you  pleafe,  let  us  (tick  to  our  pic- 
ture. You  Fee  then,  after  entering  this  portal,  there  is  ano- 
ther inclofure,  on  a  railed  ground,  and  feveral  women 
Handing  before  it,  dr tiled  out  too  much  like  ladies  of 
pleafure. 

S.  They  are  fo. 

0.  C.  Of  thefe,  this  is  Intemperance  ;  that  Luxury  ;  this 
is  Avarice ;  and  that  other  Flattery. 
S.  And  what  do  they  Rand  there  for? 
0.  C.  They  are  waiting  for  thole  who  have  received  any 
thing  from   Fortune  ;  and  as  they  meet  with  them,   they 
embrace  them  with  the  greatefl  fondnefs,  attach  themielvcs 
to  them,  do  every  thing  they  can  to  pleafe  them,  and  beg 
them  to  ftay  with  them  ;  promifethem  to  render  their  whole 
lives  delightful,  eafy,  and  free  from  all  manner  of  care  and 
trouble.     Now  whoever  is  carried  away   by  them  to  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  will  find  their  company  agreeable  to  him  at  firft, 
whilft  they  are  fondling  and  tickling  his  paffions ,  but  it  is 

loon 
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foon  quite  otherwife  ;  for  when  lie  recovers  his  fenfes,  he 
perceives,  that  he  did  not  enjoy  them,  but  was  enjoyed  by 
them  ;  and  that  they  prey  upon  him  and  dcflroy  him.  And 
when  he  has,  by  their  means,  con  fumed  all  that  he  hid 
received  from  Fortune,  then  he  is  obliged  to  become  their 
Have,  and  to  bear  all  the  infujts  they  are  pleafed  to  impofe 
upon  him,  to  yield  to  all  the  moft  fcandalous  practices,  and 
in  the  end  to  commit  all  forts  of  viilanies  for  their  fakes  ; 
i'uch  as  bet,  lefrauding,  robbing,  facrilege,  perjury, 

and  the  like  ,  and  when  -ill  thefe  fail  him,  then  is  he  given 
up  to  punifhm 

S.  And  where  is  fhe? 

0.  C.  Don't  you  lee  there,  a  little  beyond  thojfe  women, 
a  narrow  dark  cavern,  with  a  final)  fort  of  door  to  it,  and 
fome  miferable  women  that  appear  within,  clad  only  with 
filth  and  r 

S.  I  fee  them. 

0.  C.  She  who  holds  up  the  fcourge  in  her  hand  is  Pu- 
nifhment  ;  this,  with  her  head  funk  almolt  down  to  her 
knees  is  Sorrow  ;  and  that  other  tearing  her  hair  is  Anguifh 
of  Mind. 

5.  And  pray  who  is  that  meagre  figure  of  a  man  with- 
out any  cloaths  on,  juft  by  them  ;  and  that  lean  woman, 
that  relembles  him  fo  much  in  her  make  and  face  ? 

0.  C.  Thofe  are  Repining  and  his  filler  Defpair.  To  all 
thefe  is  the  wretch  I  was  fpeakingof  delivered  up,  and  lives 
with  them  in  torments,  till  finally  he  is  cafl  into  the  houfe 
of  Mifcry,  where  he  palfes  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  all 
kinds  of  wretchednefs,  unlefs,  by  chance,  Repentance  fhould 
fall  in  his  way. 

S.  What  happens  then? 

0.  C,  If  Repentance  fhould  chance  to  meet  with  him, 

file  will  take  him  out  of  the  evil  fituation  he  was  in,  and 

will  place  a  different  Opinion  and  Deiire  before  him  ;  one  of 

thofe   which  lead  to  True   Science,  and  the   other,  which 

to  Science,    falfely  fo  called. 

S.  And  what  then? 

0.  C.  If  he  embraces  that  which  leads  to  True  Science, 
lie  is  renewed  and  laved,  and  becomes  a  happy  man  lor  all 
his  days  ;  but  if  the  other,  he  is  bewildered  again  by  Falfe 
Sv  i<  nee. 

S,  Good  heaven  !  what  a  now  ganger  do  you  tell  me  of! 
A'  !  pit)  wliK  h  is  Falfe  S<  ience? 

(>.  (.'.  Do  yon  i.-     I  :cpnd  inclofurc  V 

6'.  Very  piainh  . 

O.C.  And 
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0.  C.  And  don't  you  fee  a  woman  {landing  without  the 
indofure,  juft  by  the  entrance  into  it,  of  a  very  ftrikhi" 
appearance,  and  very  well  dreiTed  ? 

S.  As  plainly. 

0.  C.  That  is  (he  whom  the  multitude  and  all  the  un- 
thinking part  of  mankind  call  by  the  name  of  Science, 
though  (he  is  really  Falfe  Science.  Now  thofe  who  are 
faved  out  of  the  houfe  of  Mifery  call  in  here,  in  their 
paffage  to  True  Science. 

S.  Is  there  then  no  other  way  to  True  Science  but  this? 

0.  C.  Yes  there  is. 

5.  And  pray  who  are  thofe  men  that  are  walking  to  and 
fro  within  the  inclofure? 

0.  C.  Thofe  who  have  attached  themfelves  to  Falfe 
Science,  miftaking  her  for  the  True. 

S.  And  what  are  they? 

0.  C.  Some  of  them  are  poets,  fome  rhetoricians,  fome 
logicians,  fome  ftudents  in  mufic,  arithmetic,  and  geometry  ; 
pleafurifts,  peripatetics,  critics,  and  feveral  others  of  the 
fame  rank. 

S.  And  who  are  thofe  women,  who  feem  fo  bufy  amono- 
them,  and  are  fo  like  Intemperance  and  her  companions, 
in  the  firft  inclofure? 

0.  C.  They  are  the  very  fame. 

S.  Are  they  then  admitted  into  this  fecond  inclofure  ? 

0.  C.  Yes  indeed  ;  but  not  fo  readily  or  frequently  as  in 
the  firft. 

S.  And  are  the  Opinions  too  admitted  ? 

0.  C.  Undoubtedly  ;  for  the  perfons  who  belong  to  this 
inclofure  have  not  yet  got  rid  of  the  draught  which  they 
took  out  of  the  cup  of  Deceit, 

S.  What,  then  Ignorance  remains  (till  with  them? 

0.  C.  That  it  does,  and  Folly  too  ;  nor  can  they  aet  rid 
of  the  Opinions,  nor  all  the  reft:  of  this  vile  train,  till  they 
quit  Falfe  Science,  and  get  into  the  way  of  the  True  ;  till 
they  drink  of  her  purifying  liquor,  and  wafli  away  all  the 
dregs  of  the  evils  that  remain  in  them,  which  that,  and  that 
only,  is  capable  of  doing.  Such  therefore  as  fix  their  abode 
with  Falfe  Science  will  never  be  delivered,  nor  can  all  their 
ftudies  clear  them  from  any  one  of  thofe  evils. 

S.  Which  then  is  the  way  to  True  Science? 

0.  C.  Do  you  fee  that  place  on  high  there,  that  looks  as 
if  it  were  uninhabited  ? 

S.  I  do. 

Vol.111.  Z  O.C.  And 
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0.  C.  And  do  you  difcern  a  little  opening  between  the 
rocks,  and  a  fmall  track  leading  to  it,  which  is  fcarce  beaten, 
and  very  few  people  walking  in  it,  as  it  is  all  rough,  and 
flony,  and  difficult? 

S.  I  difcern  it  very  plainly. 

0.  C.  And  don't  you  fee  a  high  cliff  on  the  hill,  almoft 
inacceffible,  and  with  feveral  precipices  about  it? 

S.  I  fee  it. 

0.  C.  That  is  the  way  which  leads  to  True  Science. 

S.  It  is  frightful  only  to  look  upon  it. 

0.  ('.  And  up  above  that  cliff  don't  you  fee  a  large  riling 
rock,  all  furrounded  with  precipices? 

S.  I  fee  it. 

0.  C.  Then  you  fee  alfo  the  two  women  that  ftand  upon 
it,  with  fo  much  firmnefs  and  beauty  in  their  make,  and 
how  earneftly  they  extend  their  hands. 

5.  I  do  fo,  and  pray  who  are  they  ? 

0.  C.  Thofe  are  two  fillers,  and  are  called  Temper- 
ance and  Perfeverance. 

S.  And  why  do  they  extend  their  hands  fo  earneftly  ? 

0.  C.  They  are  encouraging  thofe  who  are  arrived  at  that 
rock,  and  calling  out  to  them  to  be  of  good  heart,  and  not 
to  defpond,  becaufe  they  have  but  a  little  more  to  fuffer, 
and  then  will  find  the  road  all  eafy  and  pleafant  before 
them. 

S.  But  how  can  they  ever  get  up  upon  that  rock  itfelf  ? 
for  I  don't  fee  any  the  lea  ft  path  to  aicend  it  by. 

0.  C.  The  two  fitters  defcend  to  meet  them,  and  help 
them  up.  Then  they  order  them  to  reft  a  little,  infpire 
them  with  new  ftrength  and  relblution,  and  promife  to  con- 
(  them  to  True  Science  ;  point  out  the  way  to  them, 
.  i;d  make  them  to  obfervehow  even,  and  eafy,  and  charming 
it  is  ;  and  how  free  from  all  manner  of  difficulty  or  danger,  as 
you  fee  it  reprefented  here. 

S.  How  well  does  it  anfwer  the  description  ! 

0.  C.  You  fee,  before  that  grove,  the  ground  that  ex- 
tends itfelf  into  a  beautiful  meadow,  with  fuch  a  lively 
light  over  it. 

•S.  Very  plainly. 

0.  C.  Then  you  fee  the  third  indofure  in  the  midft  of 
Out  i  ,  and  a  portal  to  it. 

S.  1   do  fo  ;  and  pray  what  do  you  call  this  place? 

0.  ('.  'J  Ik  habitation  of  the  blelt ;  for  here  it  is  that  Hap- 
fs  and  all  the  virtues  dwell. 

5.  What  a  charming  place  nave  they  to  dwell  in  ! 

0.  C.  And 
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0.  C.  And  do  you  obferve  the  lady  near  the  portal,  with 
fo  beautiful  and  fteady  a  look  ;  of  a  middle  age,  or  rather 
a  little  paft  it,  and  dreiTed  in  a  long  plain  robe,  without  any 
the  leaft  affectation  of  ornaments?  She  is  ftandino-  there 
not  on  a  round  ftone,  but  a  fquare  ftone,  firmly  fixecfon  the 
ground ;  and  by  her  are  two  other  women,  who  look  as  if 
they  were  her  daughters. 
S.  They  do  fo. 

0.  C.  Of  thefe,  (lie  in  the  midft  is  Science,  and  the  other 
two  are  Truth  and  Perfuafion. 
S.  And  why  does  Science  ftand  on  that  fquare  ftone? 
0.  C.  To  fignify,  that  her  ways  are  ways  of  certainty, 
and  that  the  prefents  which  fhe  gives  to  thofe  that  arrive  to 
her  are  firm  and  lading. 

S.  And  what  is  that  fhe  gives  to  them  ? 
0.  C.  Strength  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  arilin^  from  a 
full  aflurance  that  they  fhall  never  undergo  any  evil  a<?ain 
in  their  whole  lives. 

S.  O  heavens,  how  deferable  are  her  prefents !  But  why 
does  fhe  ftand  thus  without  the  inclofure  ? 

0.  C.  To  receive  thofe  that  arrive  thither,  and  give  them 
to  drink  of  her  purifying  liquor,  and  to  conduct  them  into 
the  prefence  of  the  Virtues  within,  when  they  are  thorough- 
ly cleanfed  by  it. 

S.  I  don't  rightly  underftand  what  you  mean  by  this 
cleanfing  ? 

0.  C.  I  will  make  that  clear  to  you.  Suppofe  any  friend 
of  yours  was  affli&ed  with  fome  dangerous  fit  ofillneis  ;  if  he 
goes  to  fome  knowing  phyfician,  and  takes  what  he  prefcribes 
10  order  to  root  out  the  caules  of  his  difeafe,  he  may  be 
reftored  to  a  perfeft  ftate  of  health ;  but  if  he  refufes  to 
take  what  is  ordered  him,  his  phyfician  will  give  him  up, 
and  leave  him  to  be  deftroyed  by  his  diflemper. 
S.  That  is  clear  enough. 

0.  C.  In  the  very  fame  manner,  when  any  one  comes 
to  Science,  fhe  takes  him  under  her  care,  and  gives  him  a 
draught  of  her  cup  to  cleanfe  him,  and  drive  out  all  the 
noxious  things  that  are  in  him. 

S.  And  what  are  thofe  noxious  things? 
0.  C.  The  error  and  ignorance  that  he  drank  out  of  the 
cup  of  Deceit ;  and  his  arrogance,  3nd  luft,  and  intemoer- 
ance,  and  anger,  and  covetoufnefs ;  in  fhort,  all  the  *evii 
impreffions  and  habits  that  he  had  contracted  in  his  patfage 
through  the  firft  inclofure. 

Z  2  S.  And 
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S.  And  when  flic  has  cleanfed  him  from  all  thefe,  whither 
does  (he  lend  him  V 

0.  C.  In,  through  that  portal,  to  Knowledge  and  the  other 
Virtues. 

5.  And  where  arc  they? 

0.  C.  Don't  you  fee,  within  the  portal,  a  felect  company 
of  ladies,  of  lingular  beauty  and  decency  both  in  their  look 
and  drefs  ;  and,  in  a  word,  with  every  thing  handfome,  and 
thing  affected  about  them? 

S.  I   fee  them,  and  mould  be  glad  to  know  their  names. 

0.  C.  That  at  the  head  of  them  is  Knowledge,  and  the 
reft  are  all  her  lifters  ;  Fortitude,  Juftice,  Honefty,  Prudence, 
Decency,  Freedom,  Temperance,  and  Clemency. 

S.  What  beauties  they  are !  And  what  a  longing  defire 
do  they  infpire  one  with  to  enjoy  their  companies! 

0.  C.  That  you  may  do,  if  you  are  wife  enough  to  follow 
the  way  that  I  have  (hewn  you. 

S.  That  will  I  ftrive  to  do,  as  far  as  I  am  able. 

0.  C.  Then  you  will  arrive  fafely  to  them. 

S.  And  when  thefe  have  received  any  one,  whither  do  they 
carry  him? 

0.  C.  To  their  mother. 

5.  And  who  is  (he  ? 

0.  C.  Happinefs. 

5.  And  where? 

0.  C.  Do  you  fee  the  way  which  leads  to  that  high  edifice, 
which  appears  above  all  the  inclofures,  as  a  citadel  does  above 
all  the  buildings  in  a  city? 

S.  Yes. 

0.  C.  And  do  you  fee  that  compofed,  beautiful  lady,  fitting 
on  the  throne  in  the  portico  to  it,  with  fo  eafy  and  difengaged 
an  air,  and  with  that  beautiful  chaplet  of  frefh  flowers  onher 
head? 

S.  How  beautiful  does  fhe  look  ! 

0.  C.  She  is  Happinefs. 

5.  And  when  any  one  arrives  to  her,  what  does  flic  do  to 
him? 

0.  C.  Happinefs,  afilfted  by  all  the  virtues,  crowns  him 
with  her  own  influences;  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  are 
crowned  who  have  obtained  the  greateft  conquefts. 

5.  But  what  conquefts  has  he  obtained  ? 

0.  C.  The  greateft  conquefts,  and  over  the  mod  terrible 

of  monfters,  which  formerly  devoured,  and  tormented,  and 

enflaved  him.  All  thefe  has  he  conquered,  and  driven  from  him; 

and  is  become  fo  much  matter  both  of  himfelf  and  them,  as 

to 
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to  make  thofe  things  obey  him  which  he  himfelf  obeyed  be- 
fore. 

S.  I  don't  yet  comprehend  what  monfters  you  mean  ;  and 
fhould  be  very  glad  to  know? 

0.  C.  In  the  tuft  place,  his  Ignorance  and  Error;  will  you 
not  allow  them  to  be  monfters  ? 

5.  Yes,  and  very  dangerous  ones  too. 
0.  C.  Then,   his  forrows,  and  repinings,  and  covetings, 
and  intemperance,  and  every  thing  that  is  bad.     All  thefe 
has  he  fubdued,  and  is  not  iubdued  by  them  as  he  ufed  to 
be. 

S.  O  glorious  exploits!  and  moft  noble  of  all  victories! 
But  be  fo  good  as  to  inform  me  yet  farther,  what  may  be  the 
influence  of  the  crown  with  which  you  were  faying  he  was  to 
be  crowned  ? 

0.  C.  It  is  that  which  renders  him  happy  ;  for  he  who  has 
it  once  on  his  head  immediately  becomes  eafy  and  bleft :  and 
does,  not  place  his  hopes  of  happiness  in  any  thing  without 
him,  but  poffeffes  it  in  his  own  breaft. 

S.  How  defirable  is  fuch  an  acquifition  ?  And  after  he  is 
crowned,  what  does  he  do,  or  whither  does  he  go? 

0.  C.  The  Virtues  take  him,  and  lead  him  to  the  place  that 
lie  had  left,  and  bid  him  obferve  thofe  who  continue  there, 
amidft  what  difficulties  and  troubles  they  pafs  their  time  ;  and 
how  they  are  fhipwrecked  in  life,  or  wander  about  in  it :  or 
are  conquered,  and  led  along  like  captives,  fome  by  Intem- 
perance, and  others  by  Arrogance ;  hereby  Covetoulnels 
and  there  by  Vain-glory,  or  any  other  of  the  Vices  ;  whole 
chains  they  are  in  vain  ftriving  to  get  loofe  from,  that  they 
might  efcape,  and  get  to  this  place  of  reft  ;  fo  that  their  whole 
life  feems  to  be  nothing  but  one  ineffectual  ftruggle.  And 
all  this  they  fuffer  from  their  miftaking  the  right  way, 
and  forgetting  the  orders  given  them  by  the  dire6ting  Ge- 
nius. 

S,  That  appears  to  me  to  be  the  cafe ;  but  I  don't  clearly 
fee  why  the  Virtues  lead  the  perfon  that  has  been  crowned 
back  to  the  place  that  he  had  left. 

0.  C.  Becaufe  he  had  never  formed  a  full  and  exact  idea  of 
the  things  that  paffed  there,  but  at  bell:  had  only  gueffed 
and  doubted  about  them ;  for,  from  the  draught  of  igno- 
rance and  error,  that  he  had  taken  at  his  entrance,  he  had 
imagined  things  that  were  bad  to  be  good,  and  things  that 
were  good  to  be  bad  ;  by  which  means  he  had  lived 
wretchedly,  as  indeed  all  do  while  they  are  there.  But 
now  that  he  has  obtained  the  knowledge  of  what  is  really 

Z  3  good, 

ft 
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good,  he  can  both  live  happily  himfelf,  and  can  fee  how  very 
unhappy  the  others  are. 

S.  And  when  he  has  taken  a  full  view  there,  what  does  he 
do,  or  whither  does  he  go? 

0.  C.  Wherever  he  pleafes,  for  every  where  is  he  as  fafe 
as  one  that  is  got  into  the  Corycian  cave ;  fo  that  wherefoever 
he  goes,  he  lives  in  full  fecurity  and  undifturbed  happinefs, 
and  is  received  by  all  others  with  as  much  pleafure  as  a  good 
phyfician  is  by  his  patients. 

S.  And  has  he  no  longer  any  dread  of  thofe  females  which 
you  called  mongers ;  nor  any  apprehenfion  of  being  hurt  by 
them  ? 

0.  C.  Not  in  the  leaft  ;  for  he  will  never  any  more  be  mo- 
lefted  either  by  An'guifb,  or  Sorrow,  or  Intemperance,  or 
Covetoufnefs,  or  Poverty,  or  any  other  evil ;  For  he  is  now 
matter  of  them  all,  and  fuperior  to  everything  that  formerly 
gave  him  any  trouble.  As  they  who  practice  the  catching 
of  vipers  are  never  hurt  by  the  bite  of  thofe  creatures,  which 
is  fo  venomous,  and  even  mortal  to  others,  becaufe  they 
have  an  antidote  againft  their  poifon  ;  ib  he  is  fafe  from  any 
influence  of  all  thel'e  evils,  becaufe  he  has  the  antido_te  agaihft 
them. 

S.  That  you  have  explained  to  me  very  well  ;  but  I  beg 
you  would  tell  me  yet  farther,  who  they  are  that  are  defend- 
ing from  the  middle  of  the  rock,  fome  of  them  crowned,  and 
with  an  air  of  joy  on  their  countenances  ;  and  others  without 
crowns,  that  ieem  to  have  been  rejected,  and  have  the 
marks  of  feveral  falls  about  them,  and  are  followed  by  cer- 
tain women  ? 

0.  C.  They  who  are  crowned  are  fuch  as  got  fafe  to  Science, 
and  are  delighted  with  the  reception  that  fhehas  given  them  ; 
and  thofe  without  crowns,  who  leem  to  have  been  rejected  by 
her,  and  are  returning  in  fo  bad  a  condition,  are  fuch  as 
found  their  hearts  fail  them  when  they  came  to  the  precipice 
where  Patience  Rands;  and  turned  back  from  that  point,  and 
are  now  wandering  irregularly  they  know  not  whither. 

5.  And  who  are  the  women  that  are  following  them? 

0.  C.  They  are  Sorrow,  and  Anguiih,  and  Defpair,-  and 
Infamy,  and  Ignorance. 

■S.  By  your  account  they  are  attended  by  every  thing  that 
is  bad ! 

0.  C.  Undoubtedly  they  arc  ;  but  when  they  are  got  down 
into  the  fufl  inciofure,  to  Voluptuoulhels  and  Intemperance, 
they  don't  1.  me  oil  tlmnfehes,  but  immediately  lay 

all  the  ill  tilings  they  can  of  Science,  and  of  thofe  who  are 

going 
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going  to  her ;    and  how  miferable  and  wretched  thofe  poor 
people  are,  and  how  much  they  fuffer,  who  leave  the  lite 
they  might  have  enjoyed  below,  and  the  good  things  be- 
ftowed  there. 
"  S.  And  what  are  the  good  things  which  they  mean? 

0.  C.  Luxury  and  Intemperance,  to  lay  all  in  two  words  ; 
for  to  indulge  their  paffions  like  brute  beafts,  is  what  they 
look  upon  for  the  completion  of  all  their  happinefs. 

5.  And  thofe  other  women  that  are  coming  down  there, 
who  look  fo  gay  and  fo  well  pleafed  with  themfelves,  what 
are  they  ? 

0.  C.  The  Opinions,  who,  after  conducting  thofe  to 
Science  who  have  gained  admiffion  to  the  Virtues,  are  re- 
turning to  bring  up  others,  and  to  acquaint  them  how  happy 
thofe  are 'whom  they  have  already  conducted  up  thither. 

S.  And  have  they  been  admitted  to  the  Virtues  them- 
felves ? 

0.  C.  By  no  means ;  for  'tis  not  allowable  for  Opinion  to 
enter  where  Knowledge  has  her  dwelling.  Their  bufinefs 
therefore  was  only  to  conduit  them  to  Science ;  and  when 
flie  has  received  them,  they  turn  back  again  to  bring  others  ; 
like  tranfport-fhips,  which,  as  foon  as  they  have  delivered 
one  freight,  return  for  another. 

S.  You  have  now,  I  think,  very  well  explained  all  the 
figures  in  the  picture ;  but  you  have  not  yet  told  us  what 
directions  they  were  which  the  Genius  at  the  firft  portal  gives 
to  thofe  that  are  entering  into  life  ? 

0.  C.  He  bids  them  be  of  good  courage.     Wherefore  be 
you  alfo  of  good  courage  ;  for  I  will  tell  you  the  whole,  and 
leave  no  one  thing  unexplained  to  you. 
S.  We  (hall  be  extremely  obliged  to  you. 
0.  C.  You  fee  that  blind  woman  there  on  the  round  (tone, 
who  I  told  you  before  was  Fortune. 
S.  I  fee  her. 

0.  C.  As  to  that  woman,  he  orders  them  not  to  place  any 
confidence  in  her,  nor  to  look  on  any  of  her  gifts  as  firm  and 
i'ecure,  nor  to  confider  them  as  their  property  ;  for  there  is 
no  hindering  her  from  reluming  them,  and  giving  them  to 
any  body  elie  ;  and  'tis  what  flie  is  extremely  apt  to  do.  He 
therefore  orders  them  to  regard  all  her  preterits  with  indif- 
ference, and  not  to  rejoice  if  (he  makes  them  any,  nor  to  be 
dejected  if  (he  takes  them  away,  and  to  think  neither  well 
nor  ill  of  her ;  for  whatever  (he  does  is  done  without  thought, 
and  all  by  mere  chance  and  accident,  as  I  have  acquainted 
you  already.  Tis  on  this  account  that  the  Genius  com- 
mands 
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mands  them  not  to  attach  themfelves  to  any  thing  fhe  can 
give;  nor  to  be  like  thofe  fimple  bankers,  who,  when  they 
have  received  any  fum  of  money  in  truft,  are  apt  to  be 
pleafed  with  it,  and  look  upon  it  as  their  own;  and, 
when  they  are  called  upon  to  repay  it,  grow  uneafy,  and 
think  it  very  hard;  not  confidering  that  it  was  depoGted  in 
their  hands  on  that  very  condition,  that  the  true  owners 
might  demand  it  again  whenever  they  pleafed.  Juft  thus  the 
Genius  commands  men  to  look  upon  all  the  gifts  of  Fortune  ; 
and  to  beware,  that  (lie  may  recal  them  whenever  fhe  has  a 
fancy  to  do  it,  or  may  fend  in  more,  and,  if  fhe  pleafes, 
may  re  fume  that  and  the  former  all  together.  He  therefore 
commands  thofe  who  are  entering  into  life  to  receive  what- 
ever me  offers  them,  and,  as  foon  as  they  have  received  it, 
to  go  on  in  queft  of  a  more  lading  acquifition. 

S.  What  acquifition  do  you  mean? 

0.  C.  That  which  they  may  obtain  from  Science,  if  they 
can  arrive  fafe  to  her. 

S.     And  what  is  that  fhe  gives  them? 

0.  C.  The  true  Knowledge  of  what  is  really  good,  and  the 
firm,  certain,  and  unchangeable  poffeflion  of  it.  He  there- 
fore commands  them  to  quit  fortune  immediately,  in  pursuit 
of  this ;  and  when  they  come  to  thefe  women,  who,  as  I  told 
you  before,  were  Intemperance,  and  Voluptuoufnefs,  to  leave 
them  too  directly,  and  not  to  mind  whatever  they  can  fay,  but 
to  go  on  for  the  inclofure  of  Falfe  Science  ;  and  there  he  bids 
them  flay  a  little  while,  to  get  what  maybe  ufeful  to  them  on 
the  reft  of  their  road,  and  then  to  leave  her  directly  too,  and 
go  on  for  True  Science.  Thefe  are  the  orders  which  the 
Genius  gives  to  all  that  enter  into  life  ;  and  whoever  trani- 
greffes  or  neglects  them  will  be  a  miferable  wretch.  I  have 
now  explained  the  whole  of  the  parable  contained  in  this 
painting;  but,  if  you  have  any  particular  queftion  to  afk  in 
relation  to  any  thing  that  I  have  laid,  I  am  very  ready  to  an- 
fwer  it. 

S.  We  are  much  obliged  to  you.  Pray  then  what  is  it 
that  the  Genius  orders  them  to  get  in  the  inclofure  of  Science, 
ialfdyfo  called? 

0,  C.  Whatever  may  be  of  ufe  to  them. 

5.  And  what  is  there  that  may  be  of  ufe  to  them? 

0.  C.  Literature,  and  fo  much  of  the  fciences  as  Plato  fays 
may  ferve  people  in  the  beginning  of  their  lives  as  a  bridle  to 
keep  them  from  being  drawn  away  by  idler  purfuits. 

S.  And  is  it  necelfary  for  all  who  would  arrive  at  True 
Science  to  do  this? 

0.  C.  No, 
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0.  C.  No,  it  is  not  neceffary,  but  it  may  be  ufeful ;  tho', 
in  truth,  thefe  things  themfelves  do  not  contribute  towards 
making  them  the  better  men. 

S.  Not  contribute  at  all  towards  making  them  better  ! 

0.  C.  Not  at  all,  for  they  may  be  as  good  without  them. 
And  yet  they  are  not  wholly  unufeful ;  for  they  may  lome- 
timeshelpus,  as  interpreters  do,  to  the  meaning  of  a  I  ;:- 
guage  we  don't  underftand.     But,  after  all,  'tis  bet-  1- 

derftand  the  language  ourfelves  than  to  bavcany  need  of  an 
interpreter  ;  and  we  may  be  good  without  the  afliftance  of 
learning. 

S.  In  what  then  have  the  learned  any  advantage  over 
others  towards  becoming  better  men? 

0.  C.  Why  do  you  imagine  they  fhould  have  any 
tage,  fince  you  fee  they  are  deceived  like  others  as  to  is 

good  or  bad,  and  continwe  to  be  as  much  involved  in  all 
manner  of  vices  ?  For  there  is  nothing  that  hinders  a  man 
who  is  a  mailer  of  literature,  and  knowing  in  all  the  fciences, 
from  being  at  the  fame  time  a  drunkard,  or  intemperate,  or 
covetous,  or  unjuft,  or  villainous,  or,  in  one  word,  im- 
prudent in  all  his  ways. 

S.  'Tis  true,  we  fee  too  many  in  (lances  of  fuch. 

0.  C.  Of  what  advantage  then  is  their  learning  towards 
making  them  better  men? 

5.  You  have  made  it  appear  that  it  is  of  none  ;  but  pray 
what  is  the  reafon  of  it  ? 

0.  C.  The  reafon  is  this  ;  that  when  they  are  got  into  the 
fecond  inclofure,  they  fix  there  as  if  they  were  arrived  at 
True  Science.  And  what  can  they  get  by  that,  fince  we  fee 
feveral  perfons  who  go  on  directly  from  Intemperance  and 
the  other  Vices  in  the  firft  inclofure,  to  the  inclofure  of  True 
Science,  without  ever  calling  in  where  thefe  learned  perfons 
have  taken  up  their  abode?  How  then  can  the  learned  be 
laid  to  have  any  advantage  over  them?  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  lefs  apt  to  exert  themfelves  or  to  be  inflru£ted  than 
the  former. 

S;  How  can  that  be  ? 

0.  C.  Becaufe  they  who  are  in  the  fecond  inclofure,  not 
to  mention  any  other  of  their  faults,  at  leaf!  profefs  to  know 
what  they  do  not  know:  fo  that  they  acquiefce  in  their  ig- 
norance, and  have  no  motive  to  flir  them  up  towards  the 
feeking  of  True  Science.  Befides,  do  you  not  obferve  ano- 
ther thing;  that  the  Opinions,  from  the  firfl  inclofure, 
enter  in  among  them,  and  converfe  with  them  as  freely 
as  with   the  former?      So  that   they   are  not  at  all  better 

.    even 
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even  than  they:  unlefs  Repentance  fhould  come  to  them, 
and  fliould  convince  them  that  it  is  not  Science  they  have 
been  embracing  all  this  while :  but  only  the  ialfe  appearance 
of  her,  which  ha^s  deceived  them,  but  while  they  continue 
in  the  fame  mind  they  are  in,  there  is  no  hope  left  for 
them.  To  clofe  all,  my  friends,  what  I  would  intreat  of 
you  is,  to  think  over  every  thing  I  have  laid  to  you,  to 
weigh  it  well  in  your  minds,  and  to  praelife  accordingly. 
Get  a  habit  of  doing  right,  whatever  pain  it  cofls  you  ; 
let  no  difficulties  deter  you  in  the  way  to  Virtue  :  and  ac- 
count every  thing  die  defpicable  in  comparifon  of  this. 
Then  will  the  teflon  that  I  have  taught  you  prove  to  your- 
lelves  a  leifon  of  Happinefs. 


mm 


'The  Belly  and  the  Limbs. 

MeneniusAgrippa,  a  Roman  conful,  being  deputed 
by  the  fenate  to  appeafe  a  dangerous  tumult  and  i'edition  of 
the  people,  who  refufed  to  pay  the  taxes  neceffary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  bufmefs  of  the  Hate  ;  convinced  them  of  their 
folly,  by  delivering  to  them  the  following  fable  : 

My  friends  and  countrymen,  faid  he,  attend  to  my  words. 
It  once  happened  that  the  Members  of  the  human  body, 
taking  fome  exception  at  the  conduct  of  the  Belly,  refolved, 
no  longer  to  grant  him  the  ulual  iupplies.  The  tongue 
firft,  in  a  feditious  fpeech,  aggravated  their  grievances  :  and 
after  highly  extolling  the  activity  and  diligence  of  the  Hands 
and  Feet,  fet  forth  how  hard  and  unrealonable  it  was,  that 
the  fruits  of  their  labour  fhould  be  fquandered  away  upon 
the  infatiable  cravings  of  a  fat  and  indolent  Paunch,  which 
was  entirely  ufelels,  and  unable  to  do  any  thiirj  towards 
helping  hirnfclf.  This  fpeech  was  received  with  unanimous 
.'pplauie  by  all  the  Members.  Immediately  the  Hands  de- 
clared they  would  work  no  more:  the  Feet  determined  to  carry 
no  farther  the  load  of  Guts  with  which  they  had  hitherto 
been  opprelfed ;  nay  the  very  Teeth  refufed  to  prepare  a 
tingle  moriel  more  for  his  ule. '  In  this  diftrefs,  the  belly 
belought  tiitm  to  conilder  maturely,  and  not  foment  lo 
ienfelefs  a  rebellion.  There  is  none  of  you,  fays  he,  can 
he  ignorant  that  whatfoever  you  bellow  upon  me,  is  immedi- 
ately, converted  to  your  ufe,  and  difperied  by  me  for  the 
a  of  )on  .ill  iiito  every  limb,  but  he  rcmonftrated  in 
u:  for. during  the  clamours  of  paflion,  the  voice  of  rea- 
lon  is  always  diiregarded.     It   being  therefore  impoflible  for 

him 
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him  to  quiet  the  tumult,  he  ftarved  for  want  of  their  aflift- 
ance,  and  the  body  wafted  away  to  a  fkeleton.  The  Limbs 
grown  weak  and  languid,  were  fenfible  at  laft  of  tlieir  errot, 
and  would  fain  have  returned  to  their  refpective  duties ;  but 
it  was  now  too  late,  death  had  taken  polleflion  of  the  whole, 
and  they  all  perilhed  together. 


The  Fox  and  the  Raven. 

A  Fox  obierving  a  Raven  perched  on  the  branch  of  a 
tree,  with  a  fine  piece  of  cheei'e  in  her  mouth,  immediately 
began  to  confider  how  he  might  poffefs  him  felt  of  lb  delicious 
a  morfel.  Dear  madam,  laid  he,  I  am  extremely  glad  to 
have  the  plealure  of  feeing  you  this  morning  :  your  beauti- 
ful (hape,  and  fhining  feathers,  are  the  delight  of  my  eyes  ; 
and  would  you  condefcend  to  favour  me  with  a  long,  I 
doubt  not  but  your  voice  is  equal  to  the  reft  of  your  ac- 
complishments. Deluded  with  this  flattering  fpeech,  the 
traniported  Raven  opened  her  mouth,  in  order  to  give  him 
a  fpecimenof  her  pipe,  when  down  dropt  the  cheefe:  which 
the  Fox  immediately  matching  up  bore  it  away  in  triumph, 
leaving  the  Raven  to  lament  her  credulous  vanity  at  her 
leifure.  ' 


The    Daw  with  borrowed  feathers. 

WHEN  a  pert  young  templer,  or  city  apprentice,  fets 
up  for  a  fine  gentleman,  with  theafliftanceof  an  embroidered 
waiftcoat  and  Drelden  ruffles,  but  without  one  qualification 
proper  to  the  character,  how  frequently  does  it  happen,  that 
he  is  laughed  at  by  his  equals,  and  defpifed  by  thofe 
whom  he  prefumed  to  imitate !  A  pragmatical  Jackdaw  was 
vain  enough  to  imagine,  that  he  wanted  nothing  but  the 
coloured  plumes,  to  render  him  as  elegant  a»bird  as  the 
Peacock.  Puffed  up  with  this  wife  conceit,  he  dreffed  him- 
felfwith  a  furficient  quantity  of  their  mod  beautiful  feathers, 
and  in  this  borrowed  garb,  forlaking  his  old  companions, 
endeavoured  to  pafs  for  a  Peacock.  But  he  no  fooner 
attempted  to  affociate  with  thefe  genteel  creatures,  than  2n 
afiefted  ftrut  betrayed  the  vain  pretender.  The  offended 
Peacocks,  plucking  from  him  their  degraded  feathers,  foon 
ltripped  him  of  his  finery,  reduced  him  to  a  mere  Jackdaw, 

and 
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and  drove  him  back  to  his  brethren  ;  by  whom  he  was  now 
equally  defpiied,  and  juftly  punifhed  with  derifion  and 
contempt. 


The  Lark  and  her  young, 
A  Lakk  having  built  her  neft  in  a  field  of  corn,  it  grew 
ripe  before  her  young  were  well  able  to  fly.  Apprehenfive 
for  their  fafety,  Hie  enjoined  them,  while  (he  went  out  in 
order  to  provide  for  their  fubfiftence,  to  liften  very  atten- 
tively to  any  difcourfe  they  might  hear  about  reaping  the 
field.  At  her  return  they  told  her,  that  the  farmer  and  his 
ion  had  been  there,  and  had  agreed  to  fend  to  fome  of  their 
neighbours,  to  affift  them  in  cutting  it  down  the  next  day, 
And  fo  they  depend,  it  feems,  upon  neighbours,  laid  the 
mother :  very  well :  then  I  think  we  have  no  occalion  to  be 
afraid  of  to-morrow.  The  next  day  (lie  went  out,  and  left 
with  them  the  lame  injunction  as  before.  When  fhe  re- 
turned, they  acquainted  her  that  the  farmer  and  his  fon  had 
again  been  there,  but  as  none  of  their  neighbours  came  to 
their  affiftance,  they  had  deferred  reaping  till  the  next  day, 
and  intended  to  fend  for  help  to  their  friends  and  relations. 
I  think  we  may  A  ill  venture  another  day,  fays  the  mother  ; 
but  however  be  careful  as  before,  to  let  me  know  what  palles 
in  my  abfence.  They  now  inform  her  ihat  the  farmer  and 
Ins  Ion  had  a  third  time  vilited  the  field  ;  and  finding  that 
neither  friend  nor  relation  had  regarded  their  fummons, 
they  were  determined  to  come  the  next  morning  and  c\a 
it  down  themfelves.  Nay,  then,  replied  the  Lark,  it  is  time 
to  think  of  removing  :  for  as  they  now  depend  only  upon 
th-  mfelves  for  doing  their  own  bufmefs,  it  will  undoubtedly 
fce  performed. 


The  Swallow  and  other  Birds. 

A  Sw.«llow  obferving  an  hufbandman  employed  in 
lowing  hemp,  called  the  little  birds  together,  and  informed 
them  what  the  farmer  was  about.  He  told  them  that  hemp 
he  material  from  which  the  nets,  fo  fatal  to  the  feathered 
lace,  were  compofed;  and  advifed  them  unanimoufly  to  join 
in  picking  it  up  in  order  to  prevent  the  confequences.  The 
Birds,  either  dilbelieving  his  information,  or  neglecting  h$s 
advice,  gave  themfelves  no  trouble  about  the  matter.  In 
a  little  time  the  hemp  appeared  above  ground:  the  friendly 
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Swallow  again  addrelTed  himfelf  to  them,  told  them  it  was 
not  yet  too  late,  provided  they  would  immediately  fet  about 
the  work,  before  the  feeds  had  taken  too  deep  root.  But 
they  ftill  rejecting  his  advice,  he  forfook  their  fociety,  re- 
paired for  fafety  to  towns  and  cities,  there  built  his  habi- 
tation and  kept  his  refidence.  One  day,  as  he  wasfkimmino 
along  the  ftreet,  he  happened  to  fee  a  large  parcel  of  thole 
very  Birds,  imprifoned  in  a  cage,  on  the  fhoulders  of  a  bird- 
catcher.  Unhappy  wretches,  faid  he,  you  now  feel  the 
punifhment  of  your  former  neglect :  but  thofe,  who,  having 
no  forefight  of  their  own,  defpife  the  wholefome  admonition 
of  their  friends,  deferve  the  mifchiefs  which  their  own  ob- 
ftinacy  or  negligence  brings  upon  their  heads. 


The  Wolf  and  the  Maftiff. 

A  lean  half-ftarved  Wolf  inadvertently  ftrolled  in  the  way 
of  a  ftrong  well-fed  Maftiff.  The  Wolf  being  much  too 
weak  to  act  upon  the  offenfive,  thought  it  moft  prudent  to 
accoft  honeft  Towfer  in  a  friendly  manner :  and  anions; 
other  civilities,  very  complaifantly  congratulated  him  on  his 
goodly  appearance.  Why,  yes,  returned  the  Maftiff,  I  am 
indeed  in  tolerable  cafe;  and  if  you  will  follow  me,  you 
may  foon  be  altogether  in  as  good  a  plight.  The  Wolf 
pricked  up  his  ears  at  the  propofal,  and  requefted  to  be 
informed  what  he  mud  do  to  earn  fucfi  plentiful  meals. 
Very  little,  replied  the  Maftiff;  only  drive  away  be»oars" 
carefs  my  mafter,  and  be  civil  to  his  family.  To  thefe  con- 
ditions the  hungry  wolf  had  no  objection,  and  very  readily 
confented  to  follow  his  new  acquaintance  wherever  he  would 
conduct  him.  As  they  were  trotting  along,  the  Wolf  ob- 
ferved  that  the  hair  was  worn  in  a  circle  round  his  friend's 
neck  :  which  raifed  his  curiofity  to  enquire  what  was  the 
occafion  of  it.  Nothing,  anIWred  the  Maftiff,  or  a  mere 
trifle  ;  perhaps  the  collar  to  which  my  chain  is  fometimes 
fattened.  Chain!  replied  the  Wolf,  with  much  furprize* 
it  fhould  feem  then  that  you  are  not  permitted  to  rove 
about  where  and  when  you  pleafe.  Not  always,  returned 
Towfer,  hanging  down  his  head  ;  but  what  does  that  iir- 
nify?  It  lignifies  fo  much,  rejoined  the  Wolf,  that  I  am 
refolved  to  have  no  ihare  in  your  dinners  :  hair  a  meal  with 
liberty,  is  in  my  eftimation  preferable  to  a  full  one  without  it 
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The  Ant  and  the  Fly. 

AN  Ant  and  a  Fly  had  once  a  ridiculous  conteft  about 
precedency,  and  were  arguing  which  of  the  two  was  the  more 
honourable:  fuch  difputes  moft  frequently  happen  amongft 
the  loweft  and  moft  worthlefs  creatures.  The  Fly  exprefled 
oreat  refentment,  that  luch  a  poor,  crawling  infect,  fhould 
prefume  to  lie  balking  in  the  fame  funfhine,  with  one  fo 
much  herfuperior!  Thou  haft  not  furely  the  infolence,  faid 
fhe,  to  imagine  thyfelf  of  an  equal  rank  with  me.  I  am 
none  of  your  mechanic  creatures  who  live  by  their  induftry ; 
but  enjoy  in  plenty,  and  without  labour,  every  thing  that  is 
truly  delicious.  I  place  myfelf  uncontrolled  upon  the 
heads  of  kings ;  I  kifs  with  freedom  the  lips  of  beauties, 
and  feaft  upon  the  choiceft  facrifices  that  are  offered  to  the 
gods.  To  eat  with  the  gods,  replied  the  Ant,  and  to  enjoy 
the  favours  of  the  fair  and  the  powerful,  would  be  great 
honour  indeed  to  one  who  was  an  invited  or  a  welcome 
gueft  ;  but  an  impertinent  intruder,  who  is  driven  out  with 
averfion  and  contempt  wherever  he  appears,  has  not  much 
caufe  methinks  to  boaft  of  his  privileges.  And  as  to  the 
honour  of  not  labouring  for  your  fubfiftence ;  here  too  your 
boaft  is  only  your  difgrace  ;  for  hence  it  is,  that  one  half  of 
the  year  you  are  deftitute  even  of  the  common  neceffaries 
of  life;  whilft  I,  at  the  fame  time,  retiring  to  the  hoarded 
oranaries  which  my  honed  induftry  has  filled,  enjoy  every 
fatisfac"lion,  independent  of  the  favour  either  of  beauties  or 
of  kings. 


END     OF     THE     EIGHTH     BOOK. 
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PROPHETIC     DISCOURSES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


PROPHETIC  difcourfes  are  m  a  good  meafure,  if 
not  altogether,  confined  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  So- 
crates feems  to  have  been  endowed  with  a  fmall  portion 
of  the  fupematural  influence ;  and  Virgil  (poke  ftrange  things 
of  an  extraordinary  child  that  was  about  to  be  born :  but 
thefe,  and  every  thing  elfe  of  the  fame  kind  that  is  to  be  met 
with  in  Pagan  writers,  fall  infinitely  fhort  of  thofe  divine  ef- 
fufions  which  are  fo  plentifully  dif'perfed  over  the  Sacred 
Writings,  many  of  which,  as  appears  from  the  late  learned 
bifhop  Newton's  invaluable  Differtations  on  the  Prophecies, 
have  been  raoft  awfully  or  moll  pleafingly  accomplifhed  in 
former  ages,  or  are  accomplifhing  at  this  very  day  in  the  face 
of  the  world. 

In  moft  of  the  Prophetic  difcourfes  recorded  in  the  Bible, 
it  will  be  obferved,  there  is  a  wonderful  fublimity  of  language 
and  a  divine  kind  of  enthufiafm,  which,  though  mixed  with 
much  feeming  obfcurity  of  fentiment  at  places,  has  a  very 
confiderable  effe6l  upon  the  paffions.  What  book  fo  dark 
and  figurative  as  the  book  of  Revelation?  And  yet  what 
book  more  frequently  perufed,  even  by  the  ordinary  and  un- 
learned Chriftian?     And  though  ninety  nine  in  a  hundred 
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of  thofe  who  read  that  fublime  and  myfterious  difcourfe  find 
it  abfolutely  a  fealed  book,  there  are  few  in  the  Sacred  Canon 
that  are  more  universally  admired.  I  faid,  therefore,  that 
there  is  a  divine  kind  of  enthufiafm  in  this  and  other  Prophetic 
Scriptures,  which  has  a  powerful  influence  on  the  heart  and 
affections.  He  that  is  unmoved  therewith  is  a  ftranger  to 
fome  of  the  fineft  and  moft  exquifite  feelings  of  the  human 
mind. 
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BOOK         IX. 

PART      I. 

Prophetic  Difcourfes,  from  the  Holy  Scriptures. 


SE  V  E  R  A  L  of  the  Prophecies  contained  in  the  Bible  are 
fo  interwoven  with  the  hiftory  of  other  events,  that 
they  cannot  well  be  feparated  and  confidered  indepen- 
dent of  the  context.  The  following,  however,  are  related 
more  diftinctly  and  at  large,  and  moll  of  them  with  wonder- 
ful majefty  and  fublimity  of  language. 


The  blejjiiigs  of  dying  Jacob  upon  his  fans. 

AND  Jacob  called  unto  his  fons,  and  faid,  Gather 
yourfelves  together,  that  I  may  tell  you  that  which  (hall 
befal  you  in  the  lad  days.  Gather  yourfelves  together,  and 
hear,  ye  Ions  of  Jacob  ;  and  hearken  unto  Ifrael  your  father. 
Reuben,  thou  art  my  firft-born,  my  might  and  the  begin- 
ning of  my  ftrength,  the  excellency  of  dignity,  and  the  ex- 
cellency of  power.  Unliable  as  water,  thou  (halt  not  excel, 
becaufe  thou  wenteft  up  to  thy  father's  bed ;  then  defiledfl 
thou  it:  he  went  up  to  my  couch.  Simeon  and  Levi  are 
brethren ;  inftruments  of  cruelty  are  in  their  habitations  :  O 
my  foul,  Come  not  thou  into  their  fecret  ;  unto  their  affem- 
bly,  mine  honour,  be  not  thou  united  ;  for  in  their  anger 
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they  flew  a  man,  and  in  their  felf-will  they  digged  down  a 
wall.  CuiTed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce;  and  their 
wrath,  for  it  was  cruel:  I  will  divide  them  in  Jacob,  and 
fcatter  them  in  Ifrael.  Judah,  thou  art  he  whom  thy  bre- 
thren (hall  praife;  thy  hand  (hall  be  in  the  neck  of  thine  ene- 
mies :  thy  father's  children  (hall  bow  down  before  thee.  Judah 
is  a  lion's  whelp  ;  from  the  prey,  my  fon,  thou  art  gone  up  ;  he 
(looped  down,  he  couched  as  a  lion,  and  as  an  old  lion  ;  who 
(hall  roufe  him  up?  Thefceptre  (hall  not  depart  fromjudah, 
nor  a  law-giver  from  between  his  feet,  until  Shiloh  come: 
and  unto  him  (hull  the  gathering  of  the  people  be.  Binding 
his  foal  under  the  vine,  and  his  afs's  colt  unto  the  choice  vine  ; 
he  wafhed  his  garments  in  wine,  and  his  clothes  in  the  blood 
of  grapes.  His  eyes  (hall  be  red  with  wine,  and  his  teeth  white 
with  milk.  Zebulun  (hall  dwell  at  the  haven  of  the  fea  ;  and 
he  (hall  be  for  an  haven  of  (hips  ;  and  his  border  fhall  be  un- 
to Zidon.  Iffachar  is  a  drong  afs,  couching  down  between 
two  burdens:  and  he  -faw  that  reft  was  good,  and  the  land 
that  it  was  pleafant ;  and  bowed  his  (houlder  to  bear,  and 
became  a  feivant  unto  tribute.  Dan  (hall  judge  his  people, 
as  one  of  the  tribes  of  Ifrael.  Dan  fhall  be  a  (erpent  by  the 
way,  an  adder  in  the  path  :  that  biteth  the  horfe-heels,  fo 
that  his  rider  (hall  fall  backward.  I  have  waited  for  thy  fal- 
vation,  O  Lord.  Gad,  a  troop  fhall  overcome  him  :  but  he 
(hall  overcome  at  the  lad.  Out  of  Afher  his  bread  (hall  be 
fat.  and  he  iball  yield  royal  dainties.  Naphtali  is  a  hind  let 
looi'e  :  he  giveth  goodly  words.  Jofeph  is  a  fruitful  bough, 
even  a  fruitful  bough  by  a  well ;  whole  branches  run  over 
the  wall.  The  archers  have  lorely  grieved  him,  and  (hot  at 
him,  and  luted  him.  But  his  bow  abode  in  drength,  and 
the  arms  of  his  hands  were  made  drong  by  the  hands  of  the 
mighty  God  of  Jacob:  from  thence  is  the  ihepherd,  the  ftone 
of  Ifrael :  even  by  the  God  of  thy  father,  who  (hall  help  thee, 
and  by  the  Almighty,  who  fhall  blefs  thee  with  bledings  of 
heaven  above,  bleffings  of  the  deep  that  lieth  under,  blef- 
fings  of  the  breads  and  of  the  womb  :  the  bledings  of  thy  fa- 
ther have  prevailed  above  the  bledings  of  thy  progenitors, 
unto  the  utmoff  bound  of  the  everlading  hills :  they  fhall  be 
on  the  head  of  Jofeph,  and  on  the  crown  of  the  head  of  him 
that  was  fgparate  from  his  brethren.  Benjamin  (hall  ravin  as 
a.  Wolf ;  in  the  morning  he  (hall  devour  the  prey,  and  at 
night  ne  (hall  divide  the  fpoil.  All  thefe  are  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Ifrael:  and  this  is  it  that  their  father  fpake  unto 
them,  t  them;  every, ondt  according  to  hi      lei 
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The  bleffings  of  Mofes  upon  the  tribes  of  Ifracl. 

ANDthisisthebleffing  wherewith  Mofes  the  man  of  God 
blelfed  the  children  of  Ifrael  before  his  death.  And  he  faid, 
The  Lord  came  from  Sinai,  and  role  up  from  Seir  unto 
them  ;  he  mined  forth  from  mount  Paran,  and  he  came  with 
ten  thoufands  of  faints ;  from  his  right  hand  went  a  fiery 
law  for  them.  Yea,  he  loved  the  people  ;  all  his  faints  are 
in  thy  hand :  and  they  fat  down  at  thy  feet  :  every  one  fhall 
receive  of  thy  words.  Mofes  commanded  us  a  law  ;  even  the 
inheritance  of  the  congregation  of  Jacob.  And  he  was 
king  in  Jefhurun,  when  the  heads  of  the  people,  and  the 
tribes  of  Ifrael  were  gathered  together.  Let  Reuben  live, 
and  not  die ;  and  let  not  his  men  be  few.  And  this  is  the 
blefling  of  Judah:  and  he  faid,  Hear,  Lord,  the  voice  of 
Judah,  and  bring  him  unto  his  people:  let  his  hands  be 
iufficient  for  him :  and  be  thou  an  help  to  him  from  hfs  ene- 
mies. And  of  Levi  he  faid,  Let  thy  Thummim  and  thy 
Urim  be  with  thy  holy  one,  whom  thou  didft  prove  at 
Maffah,  and  with  whom  thou  didfl  ftrive  at  the  waters  of 
Meribah  ;  who  faid  unto  his  father  and  to  his  mother,  I 
have  not  feen  him,  neither  did  he  acknowledge  his  brethren, 
nor  knew  his  own  children ;  for  they  have  obferved  thy 
word,  and  kept  thy  covenant.  They  mail  teach  Jacob  thy 
judgments,  and  Ifrael  thy  law :  they  mail  put  incenfe  before 
thee,  and  whole  burnt-facrifice  upon  thine  altar.  Blefs, 
Lord,  his  fubftance,  and  accept  the  work  of  his  hands: 
finite  through  the  loins  of  them  that  rife  againft  him,  and  of 
them  that  hate  him,  that  they  rife  not  again.  And  of  Ben- 
jamin he  faid,  The  beloved  of  the  Lord  (hall  dwell  in  fafety 
by  him :  and  the  Lord  fhall  cover  him  all  the  day  long,  and 
lie  fhall  dwell  between  his  moulders.  And  of  Jofeph  he 
faid,  Bleffed  of  the  Lord  be  his  land,  for  the  precious 
things  of  heaven,  for  the  dew,  and  for  the  deep  that  couch- 
eth  beneath.  And  for  the  precious  fruits  brought  forth  by 
the  fun,  and  for  the  precious  things  put  forth  by  the  moon, 
and  for  the  chief  things  of  the  ancient  mountains,  and  for 
the  precious  things  of  the  lading  hills.  And  for  the  pre- 
cious things  of  the  earth,  and  fulnefs  thereof,  and  for  the 
good-will  of  him  that  dwelt  in  the  bufli :  let  the  blefling 
come  upon  the  head  of  Jofeph,  and  upon  the  top  of  the 
head  of  him  that  was  feparated  from  his  brethren.  His 
glory  is  like  the  firftling  of  his  bullock,  and  his  horns  are 
like  the  horns  of  unicorns :  with  them  he  fhall  pufh  the 
people  together  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  and  they  are  the 
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ten  thoufands  of  Ephraim,  and  they  are  the  thoufands  of 
Manaffeh.  And  p!  Zebulun  he  laid,  Rejoice,  Zebulun,  in 
thy  going  out,  and,  Iffachar,  in  thy  tents.  They  fhall  call 
the  people  unto  the  mountain,  there  they  {hall-offer  faefi- 

fices  of  righteoufnefs  :  for  they  lhall  fuck  of  the  abundance 
of  the  feas,  and  of  treafures  hid  in  the  land.  And  of  Gad  he 
(aid,  Bleifed  be  he  that  enlargeth  Gad:  he  dwelleth  as  a 
lion,  and  teareth  the  arm  witii  the  crown  of  the  head. 
And  he  provided  the  firft  part  for  himfdf,  becaufe  there,  in 
a  portion  of  the  law- giver  was  he  leated  :  and  he  came  with 
the  heads  of  the  people,  he  executed  the  juftice  of  the 
Lord,  and  his  judgments  with  Ifrael.  And  of  Dan  he  faid, 
Dan  is  a  lion's  whelp  :  he  (hall  leap  from  Baihan.  And  of 
Naphtali  he  faid,  O  Naphtali,  fatisfied  with  favour,  and 
full  with  the  blefTing  of  the  Lord  :  poffels  thou  the  weft,  and 
the  fouth.  And  of  Ather  he  laid,  Let  Afher  be  bleifed 
with  children  ;  let  him  be  acceptable  to  his  brethren,  and  let 
him  dip  his  foot  in  oil.  Thy  (hoes  (hall  be  iron  and  brafs  ; 
and  as  thy  days,  fo  fhall  thy  ftrength  be.  There  is  none 
like  unto  the  God  of  Jelhurun,  who  rideth  upon  the  heaven 
in  thy  help,  and  in  his  excellency  on  the  Iky.  The  eternal 
God  is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath  are  the  eveiiafling  arms  : 
and  he  (hall  thru  ft  out  the  enemy  from  before  thee,  and  fhall 
fay,  DeRroy  them.  Ifrael  then  (hall  dwell  in  falety  alone  ; 
the  fountain  of  Jacob  fhall  be  upon  a  land  of  corn  and  wine, 
alfo  his  heavens  fhall  drop  down  dew.  Happy  art  thou,  O 
Ifrael:  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people,  iaved  by  theLord, 
the  fhield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  fword  of  thy  excel- 
lency !  and  thine  enemies  lhall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and 
thou  fhalt  tread  upon  their  high  places.       Deut.  33d  chapter. 


Blefjings  and  curfes  upon  the  Jews.  . 

IF  ye  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  keep  my  commandments, 
and  do  them  ;  then  I  will  give  you  rain  in  due  leafon,  and 
the  land  fhall  yield  her  increale  ;  and  the  trees  of  the  field 
fhall  yield  their  fruit.  And  your  threfhing  fhall  reach  unto 
the  vintage,  and  the  vintage  fhall  reach  unto  the  Cowing 
time  :  and  ye  lhall  eat  your  bread  to  the  full,  and  dwell  in 
your  land  lately.  And  I  will  give  peace  in  the  land,  and  ye 
lhall  lie  down,  and  none  lhall  make  you  afraid:  and  I  will 
rid  evil  beafts  out  of  the  laird,  neither  fhall  the  (word 
through  your  land,     And  ye  lhall  chafe  your  enemies,  and 

they 
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they  (hall   fill  before  you  by  the  fword.     And   five  of  you 
(hall  chafe  an  hunched,  and  an  hundred  bf  you  (hall  put  ten 
thoufand  to  flight :  and  your  enemies  (hill  fall  before  you  by 
the  fword.     For  I  will  have  refpeet  unto  you,  and  make  you 
fruitful,  and  multiply  you,  and  eftablifh  my  covenant  with 
you.     And  ye  fhall  eat  old  ftore,  and  bring  forth  the  old  be- 
caufe   of  the  new.     And  I  will  let  my  tabernacle  among 
you;    and  my  foul  (hall  not  abhor  you.     And  I  will   walk 
among  you,  and  will  be  your  God  ,•  and  ye  fhall  be  my  peo- 
ple.    I  am  the  Lord  your  God,  which  brought  you  forth  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  that  ye  (hould  not    be  their  bond- 
men ;  and  I  have  bro!-;en  the  bands  of  your  yoke,  and  made 
you  go  upright.     But  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me,  and 
will  not  do  all  thefe  commandments.     And  if  ye  fhall  defpife 
my   ftatute,    or  if  your  lord  abhor   my  judgments,     fo  that 
ye  will  not  do  all  my  commandments,  but  that  ye  break  my 
covenant.     1  alio  will  do  this  unto  vou,  I  will  even  appoint 
pver  you  terror,  confumption,  and  the  burning  ague;  that 
fhall  confume  the  eves,  and  caufe  forrow  of  heart :  and  ye 
(hall  fow  your  feed  in  vain  ;  for  your  enemies  (hall  eat  it. 
And  I  will  fet  my  face  againft  you,  and  ye  (hall  be  flain  be- 
fore your  enemies :  they  that  hate  yon  fhall  reign  over  you: 
and  ye  fhall  flee  when  none  purfueth  you.     And  if  ye  will 
not  yet  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me,  then  I  will  punifh  you 
(even  times  more  for  your  (ins.     And  I  will  break  the  pride 
of  your  power  :  and  I  will  make  your  heaven  as  iron,  and 
your  earth  as  brafs  :   And  your  ftrength  fhall  be  fpent  in  vain : 
for  your  land  fhall  not  yield  her  increafe,  neither  (hall  the 
trees  of  the  land  yield  theirfruits.     And  if  ye  walk  contrary 
unto  me,  and  will  not  hearken  unto  me  ;   I  will  bring  feveu 
times  more  plagues  upon  you,  according  to  your  fins.     I  will 
alio  fend  wild  beafts  among  you,  which  fhall  rob  you  of  your 
children,  and  deftroy  your  cattle,  and  make  you  few  in  num- 
ber :  and  your  high  ways  fhall  be  defolate.     And  if  ye  will 
not  be  reformed  by  me  by  thefe  things,  but  will  walk  contrary 
unto  me  ;  then  will  I  alio  walk  contrary  unto  you,  and  will 
punifh   you    yet   (even   times   for  your  (ins.     And  I  will 
bring  a  fword  upon  you,  that  fhall  avenge  the  quarrel  of  my 
covenant  ;  and  when  you  are  gathered  together  within  your 
cities,  I  will  fend  the  peftilence  among  you:  and  ye  fhall  be 
delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy.     And  when  I  have 
broken  the  ft  a  ft'  of  your  bread,  ten  women  (hall  bake  your 
bread  in  one  oven,  and  they  (hall  deliver  you  your  bread 
again  by  weight :  and  ye  fhall  eat,  and  not  be  fatisfied.     And 
if  ye  will  not  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me,  but  walk  con- 
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trary  unto  me  ;  then  I  will  walk  contrary  unto  you  alfo  in 
fury  ;  and  I,  even  I  will  chaftife  you  feven  times  for  your 
fins.  And  ye  mail  eat  the  flefh  of  your  fons,  and  the  flefh 
of  your  daughters  fhall  ye  eat.  And  I  will  deftroy  your 
high  places,  and  cut  down  your  images,  and  call  your  car- 
cafes  upon  the  carcafes  of  your  idols,  and  my  foul  fhall 
abhor  you.  And  I  will  make  your  cities  wafte,  and  bring 
your  fanctuaries  unto  defolation,  and  I  will  not  fmell  the 
favour  of  your  fweet  odours.  And  I  will  bring  the  land  into 
defolation  : -and  your  enemies  which  dwell  therein  fhall  be 
aftonifhed  at  it.  And  I  will  fcatter  you  among  the  heathen, 
and  will  draw  out  a  fword  after  you  :  and  your  land  fhall  be 
defolate,  and  your  cities  wafte.  Then  fhall  the  land  enjoy 
her  fabbaths,  as  long  as  it  lieth  defolate,  and  ye  be  in  your 
enemies  land :  even  then  fhall  the  land  reft,  and  enjoy  her 
fabbaths.  As  long  as  it  lieth  defolate  it  fhall  reft  ;  becaufe  it 
did  not  reft  in  your  fabbaths,  when  ye  dwelt  upon  it.  And 
upon  them  that  are  left  alive  of  you,  I  will  fend  a  faintnefs 
into  their  hearts  in  the  lands  of  their  enemies  ;  and  the  found 
of  a  fhaken  leaf  fhall  chafe  them  ;  and  they  fhall  flee,  as 
fleeing  from  a  fword,  and  they  fhall  fall,  when  none  purfu- 
eth.  And  they  fhall  fall  one  upon  another,  as  it  were  before 
a  fword,  when  none  purfueth:  and  ye  fhall  have  no  power 
to  ftand  before  your  enemies.  And  ye  fhall  perifh  among 
the  heathen,  and  the  land  of  your  enemies  fhall  eat  you  up. 
And  they  that  are  left  of  you  fhall  pine  away  in  their  iniqui- 
ty in  your  enemies  lands  :  and  alfo  in  the  iniquities  of  their 
fathers  lhall  they  pine  away  with  them.  If  they  fhall  confefs 
their  iniquity,  and  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers,  with  their 
trefpafs  which  they  trefpalfed  againft  me,  and  that  alfo  they 
have  walked  contrary  unto  me  :  and  that  I  alfo  have  walked 
contrary  unto  them,  and  have  brought  them  into  the  land 
of  their  enemies ;  if  then  their  uncircumcifed  hearts  be 
humbled,  and  they  then  accept  of  the  punifhment  of  their 
iniquity:  then  will  I  remember  my  covenant  with  Jacob, 
and  alfo  my  covenant  with  Ifaac,  and  alfo  my  covenant  with 
Abraham  will  I  remember ;  and  I  will  remember  the  land. 
The  land  alfo  fhall  be  left  of  them,  and  fhall  enjoy  her  fab- 
baths, while  fhe  lieth  defolate  without  them  ;  and  they  fhall 
accept  of  the  punilhment  of  their  iniquity  :  becaufe,  even 
'becaufe  they  dcfpifed  my  judgments  ;  and  becaufe  their  foul 
abhorred  my  ftatutes.  And  yet  for  all  that,  when  they  be 
in  the  land  of  their  enemies,  -I  will  not  caft  them  away,  nei- 
ther wiil  I  abhor  them,  to  deftroy  them  utterly  and  to  break 
my  covenant  with  them  :    for  I  am  the  Lord  their  God.   But 
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I  will  for  their  fakes  remember  the  covenant  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  whom  I  brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  in  the 
fight  of  the  heathen  ;  that  I  might  be  their  God:  I  am  the 
Lord.  Thefe  are  the  ftatutes,  and  judgments,  and  laws, 
which  the  Lord  made  between  him  and  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
in  mount  Sinai,  by  the  hand  of  Mofes.      Leviticus  26th  chap. 


Profperity  to  obedience,  adverftty  to  difobedience. 

AND  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  if  thou  (halt  hearken  dili- 
gently unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  obferve  and 
to  do  all  his  commandments  which  I  command   thee  this 
day ;  that  the  Lord  thy  God  will  fet  thee  on  high  above  all 
nations  of  the  earth:  and  all  thefe  bleflings  (hall  come  on 
thee  and  overtake  thee,  if  thou  (halt  hearken  unto  the  voice 
of  the  Lord  thy  God.     Bleffed  (halt  thou  be  in  the  city, 
and  bleffed  {halt  thou  be  in  the  field.     Bleffed  fhall  be  the 
Fruit  of  thy  body,  and  the  fruit  of  thy  ground,  and  the  fruit 
of  thy  cattle,  the  increafe  of  thy  kine,  and  the  flocks  of  thy 
Iheep.     Bleffed  fhall  be  thy  bafket  and  thy  ftore.     Blelfed 
(halt  thou  be  when  thou  comeft  in,  and  bleffed  (halt  thou 
be  when  thou  goeft  out.     The  Lord  fhall  caufe  thine  ene- 
mies that  rife  up  againft  thee  to  be  fmitten  before  thy  face  : 
they  fhall  come  out  againft  thee  one  way,  and  flee  before 
thee  feven  ways.  The  Lord  fhall  command  the  blefllng  upon 
thee  in  thy  ftore  houfes,  and  in  all  that  thou  fetteft°  thine 
hand  unto :  and  he  fhall  blefs  thee  in  the  land  which  the  Lord 
thy  God  giveth  thee.     The  Lord  fhall  eftablifh  thee  an  holy 
people  unto  himfelf,  as  he  hath   fworn  unto  thee,  if  thou 
(halt  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  thy  God,   and 
walk  in  his  ways.     And  all   people  of  the   earth  lhall    fee 
that  thou  art  called  by  the  name  of  the  Lord :  and  they  fhall 
be  afraid  of  thee.     And  the  Lord  fhall  make  thee  plenteous 
in  goods,  in  the  fruit  of  thy  body,  and  in  the  fruit  of  thy 
cattle,  and  in  the  fruit  of  thy  ground,  in  the  land  which 
the   Lord  fware  unto  thy  fathers  to  give  thee.     The  Lord 
fhall  open  unto  thee  his  good  treafure,  the  heaven  to  cnve 
the    rain    unto  thy  land  in   his  feaibn,    and  to  blefs°all 
the  work  of  thine  hand :    and  thou  fhalt  lend  unto  many 
nations,   and    thou    fhalt    not    borrow.     And    the    Lord 
fhall  make  thee  the   head,   and   not   the  tail  ;    and    thou 
fhalt  be  above  only,   and  thou   fhalt   not  be  beneath:    if 
that  thou  hearken   unto  the  commandments  of  the  Lord 
thy  God,  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  to  obferve  and 

to 
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to  do  them :  and  thou  fhalt  not  go  afide  from  any  of  the 
words  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  to  the  right  hand  Or 
to  the  left,  to  go  after  other  gods  to  ferve  them.  But 
it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  if  thou  wilt  not  hearken  unto  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  obferve  to  do  all  his  com- 
mandments and  his  flatutes  which  I  command  thee  this  day  : 
that  all  thefe  curfes  lhall  come  upon  thee,  and  overtake 
thee:  curfed  fhalt  thou  be  in  the  city,  and  curfed  fhalt  thou 
be  in  the  field.  Curfed  fhall  be  thy  bafket  and  thy  ftorc. 
Curfed  fhall  be  the  fruit  of  thy  body,  and  the  fruit  of  thy 
land,  the  increafe  of  thy  kine,  and  the  flocks  of  thy  fheep.' 
Curfed  fhalt  thou  be  when  thou  coined  in,  and  curfed  fhalt 
thou  be  when  thou  goefl  out.  tThe  Lord  fhall  fend  apon 
thee  curfing,  vexation,  and  rebuke,  in  all  that  thou  fttteff 
thine  hand  unto  for  to  do,  until  thou  be  deftroyed,  and 
until  thou  perifh  quickly ;  becaufe  of  the  wickednefs  of  thy 
doings  whereby  thou  haft  forfaken  me.  The  Lord  fhall  make 
the  peftilence  cleave  unto  thee,  until  he  have  confumed  thee 
from  off  the  land  whither  thou  goeft  to  poflefs  it.  The  Lotd 
fhall  fmite  thee  with  a  confumption,  and  with  a  fever,  and 
with  an  inflammation,  and  with  an  extreme  burning,  and 
with  the  fword,  and  with  blafling,  and  with  mildew;  and 
they  fhall  purfue  thee  until  thou  perifh.  And  thy  heaven 
that  is  over  thy  head  fhall  be  brafs,  and  the  earth  that  is 
under  thee  fhall  be  iron.  The  Lord  fhall  make  the  rain  of 
thy  land  powder  and  duft :  from  heaven  fhall  it  come 
down  upon  thee  until  thou  be  deftroyed.  The  Lord  fhall 
caufe  thee  to  be  fmitten  before  thine  enemies:  thou  fhalt  go 
out  one  way  againft  them,  and  flee  feven  ways  before  them  ; 
and  fhalt  be  removed  into  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth. 
And  thy  carcafe  fliall  be  meat  unto  all  fowls  of  the  air,  and 
unto  the  beafls  of  the  earth,  and  no  man  fliall  fray  them 
away.  The  Lord  will  fmite  thee  with  the  botch  of  Egypt, 
and  with  the  emerods,  and  with  the  fcab,  and  with  the  itch, 
whereof  thou  canft  not  be  healed.  The  Lord  fliall  finite 
thee  with  macinefs,  and  blindnefs,  and  afionifhment  of 
heart :  and  thou  fhalt  grope  at  noon  day,  as  the  blind 
gropeth  in  darknefs,  and  thou  fhalt  not  profper  in  thy 
ways;  and  thou  fhalt  be  only  oppreffed  and  fpoiled  ever- 
more; and  no  man  fhall  faVe  thee,  Thou  fhalt  betroth  a 
wife,  and  another  man  fliall  lie  with  her:  thou  fhalt  build 
an  houle,  and  thou  fhalt  not  dwell  therein:  thou  fhalt 
j)lant  a  vineyard,  and  Thalt  not  gather  the  grapes  thereof. 
Thine  ox  fliall  be  flain  before  thine  eyes,  and  thou  flialt  not 
eat  thereof :  thine  afs  fliall  be  violently  taken   away   horn 
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before  thy  face,  and  ftfali  not  be  reftored  to  thee:  thy  flieep 
fhall  be  given  unto  thine  enemies,  and  thou  (hilt  have  none 
to  rescue  them.     Thy  (ions  and  trrj  (]  all  be  given 

unto  another  people,  and  thine  eyes  (]  nd  fail  wHh 

longing  for  them  :;!i  the  day  long:  and  there  (hall  be  no 
might  in  thine  hand.     The  f]  |  thy 

Labours,  (Hall  a  nation  which  thou  knoweft  ndt  eat  up  ; 
thou  fhalt  be  only  oppreffed  arid  en.  ay:    lo    th.it 

thou  (halt  be  mad   i(  lit   oi    thine  eyes  which  thou 

(halt  fee.  The  Lord  fhall  (mite  thee  in  the  knees  and  in 
t  ha  legs  witbJ  a  fore  botch  that  cannot  be  healed,  from  the 
•  :  of  thy  foot  unto  the  top  of  thy  head.  The  Lord  fhall 
bring  thee,  and  thy  king  which  thou  (halt  let  over  thee, 
unto  a  nation  which  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers  have 
known  ;  and.  there  fhalt  thou  fcrve  other  gods,  wood  and 
(tone.  And  thou  fhalt  become  an  aftonifhment,  a  proverb, 
and  a  by-word  among  all  nations  whither  the  Lord  fhall  lead 
thee.  Thou  (haltcarry  much  feed  out  into  the  field,  and 
fhalt  gather  but  little  in':  for  the  locufts  fhall  con  fume  it. 
Thou  fhalt  plant  vineyards  and  drefsthem,  but  (halt  neither 
drink  of  the  wine,  nor  gather  the  grapes:  for  the  worms 
(hall  eat  them.  Thou  (halt  have  olive  trees  throughout  all 
thy  coafts,  but  thou  fhalt  not  anoint  thyfelf  with°the  oil  : 
for  thine  olive  fhall  caft  his  fruit.  Thou  (halt  beget  fons 
and  daughters',  but  thou  (halt  not  enjoy  them  :  for  they  (hall 
go  into  captivity.  All  thy  trees  and 'fruit  of  thy  land  fhall 
the  locufls  confume.  The  Granger  that  is  within  thee  fhall 
get  up  above  thee  very  high  ;  "and  thou  (halt  con  e  down 
very  low.  He  (hail  lend  to  thee,  and  thou  (halt  not  lend 
to  him  :  he  fhall  be  the  head,  and  thou  fhalt  be  the  tail. 
Moreover  all  thefe  curfes  ihall  come  upon  thee,  and  (hall 
purine  thee,  and  overtake  thee,  till  thou  be  dcftro\d; 
becaufe  thou  hearkenedft  not  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy 
God,  to  keep  his  commandments  and  his  ftatutes  which  he 
commanded  th.ee.  And  they  fhall  be  upon  thee  for  a  On 
and  fur  a  wonder,  and  upon  t by  feed  for  ever.  Becaufe 
thou  (ervedft  not  the  Lord  thy  God  with  joyfulnefs,  and  with 
gladnefs  of  heart,  for  the  abundance  of  all  things;  there- 
fore fhalt  thou  ierve  thine  enemies  which  the  Lord  fhall 
fend  againft  thee,  in  hunger,  and  in  thirft,  and  in  naked- 
nefs,  and  in  want  of  all  things:  and  lie  fhall  put  a  yoke  of 
iron  upon  thy  neck,  until  lie  have  defiroyed  thee.  The 
Lord  fhall  bring  a  nation  againft  thee  from  far,  from  the  end 
of  the  earth,  as  fwift  as  the  eagle  flieth  ;  a  nation  whofe 
tongue  thou  fhalt  not  underlUnd  ;  a  nation  of  fierce  coun- 

tenancei 
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tenance,  which  (hall  not  regard  the  perfon  of  the  old,  nor 
fhew  favour  to  the  young:  and  he  (hall  eat  the  fruit  of  thy 
cattle,  and  the  fruit  of  thy  land,  until  thou  be  deftroyed  : 
which  alfo  (hall  not  leave  thee  either  corn,  wine,  or  oil,  or 
the  increafe  of  thy  kine,  or  flocks  of  thy  fheep,  until  he  have 
deftroyed  thee.     And  he  (hall  befiege  thee  in  all   thy  gates, 
until  thy  high  and  fenced  walls  come  down,  wherein  thou 
truftedli,  throughout  all  thy  land  ;  and  he  (hall  befiege  thee 
in  all  thy  gates  throughout  all  thy  land  which  the  Lord  thy 
God  hath  given  thee.  And  thou  (halt  eat  the  fruit  of  thine  own 
body,  therlefhofthy  fonsand  of  thydaughterswhich  theLord 
thy  God  hath  given  thee,  in  the  liege  and  in  the  ftraitnefs 
^.•herewith  thine  enemies  (hall  diftrefs  thee:  fo  that  the  man 
that  is  tender  among  you  and  very  delicate,  his  eye  lhall  be  evil 
toward  his  brother,  and  toward  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  and 
toward  the  remnant  of  his  children  which  he  fhall  leave: 
fo  that  he  will  not  give  to  any  of  them  of  the  ileih  of  his 
children  whom  he  (hall  eat:  becaufe  he  hath  nothing  left 
him  in  the  fiege  and  in  the  ftraitnefs  wherewith  thine  ene- 
mies (hall  diftrefs  thee  in  all  thy  gates.     The  tender  and 
delicate  woman  among  you,  which  would  not  adventure  to 
fet  the  fole  of  her  foot  upon  the  ground  for  delicatenefs  and 
tendernefs,  her  eye  fliall  be  evil  toward  the  hufband  of  her 
bofom,    and  toward   her  fon,    and   toward  her  daughter. 
And  toward  her  young  one  that  cometh  out  from  between 
her  feet,  and  toward  her  children  which  fire  (hall  bear:  for 
(he  (hall  cat  them  for  want  of  all  things  fecretly  in  the  fiege 
and  ftraitnefs  wherewith  thine  enemy  (hall  diftrefs  thee  in 
thy  ^ates.     If  thou  wilt  not  obferve  to  do  all  the  words  of 
this  law  that  are  written  in  this  book,  that  thou  mayeft  fear 
this  glorious  and  fearful  name,    THE    LORD    THY 
GOD;    then  the  Lord  will  make  thy  plagues  wonderful, 
and  the  plagues  of  thy  feed,  even  great  plagues,  and  of 
long  continuance,    and   fore  fickneffes,    and  of  long  con- 
tinuance.    Moreover  he  will  bring  upon  thee  all  the  difeafes 
of  Egypt,  which  thou  waft  afraid  of;  and  they  (hall  cleave 
unto  thee.     Alfo  every  ftcknefs  and  every  plague  which  is 
not  written  in  the  book   of  this  law,  them  will  the  Lord 
bring  upon  thee,  until  thou  be  deftroyed.     And  ye  (hall 
be  left  few   in   number,  whereas   ye   were  as  the  ftars  of 
heaven  for  multitude  ;  becaufe  thou  wouldeft  not  obey  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God.     And  it  fhall  come  to   pufs, 
that  as  the  Lord  rejoiced  over  you  to  do  you  good,  and  to 
multiply  you  ;  fo  the  Lord  will  rejoice  over  you  to  deftroy 
you,  and  to  bring  you  to  nought:  and  ye  (hall  be  plucked 

from 
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from  off  the  land  whither  thou  goeft  to  poflefs  it.  And  the 
Lord  (hall  fcatter  thee  among  all  people,  from  the  one  end 
of  the  earth  even  unto  the  other  ;  and  there  thou  (halt  ferve 
other  Gods,  which  neither  thou  nor  thy  fathers  have 
known,  even  wood  and  ftone.  And  among  thefe  nations 
(halt  thou  find  no  eafe,  neither  (hall  the  fole  of  thy  foot 
have  reft  :  but  the  Lord  fhall  give  thee  there  a  trembling 
heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and  iorrow  of  mind  :  and  thy  life 
fhall  hang  in  doubt  before  thee :  and  thou  (halt  fear  day 
and  night,  and  (halt  have  none  alfurance  of  thy  life.  In 
the  morning  thou  (halt  fay,  Would  God  it  were  even  :  and 
at  even  thou  (halt  fay,  Would  God  it  were  morning  ;  for 
the  fear  of  thine  heart  wherewith  thou  (halt  fear,  and  for 
the  fight  of  thine  eyes  which  thou  (halt  fee.  And  the  Lord 
fhall  bring  thee  into  Egypt  again  with  (hips,  by  the  way 
whereof  I  fpake  unto  thee,  thou  (halt  fee  it  no  more  again  : 
and  there  ye  (hall  be  fold  unto  your  enemies  for  bond-men 
and  bondwomen,  and  no  man  fhall  buy  you. 

Deut.  28th  chapter. 


Prophetic  difcourfes  of  Balaam, 
AND  the  children  of  Ifrael  fet  forward,  and  pitched  in 
the  plains  of  Moab,  on  this  fide  Jordan  by  Jericho.  And 
Balak  the  fon  of  Zippor  faw  all  that  Ifrael  had  done  to  the 
Amorites.  And  Moab  was  fore  afraid  of  the  people,  becaufe 
they  were  many  :  and  Moab  was  diftreffed  becaufe  of  the 
children  of  Ifrael.  And  Moab  faid  unto  the  elders  of  Mi- 
dian,  Now  fhall  this  company  lick  up  all  that  are  round 
about  us,  as  the  ox  licketh  up  the  grafs  of  the  field.  And 
Balak  the  fon  of  Zippor  was  king  of  the  Moabites  at  that 
time.  He  fent  meftengers  therefore  unto  Balaam  the  fon 
of  Beor,  to  Pethor,  which  is  by  the  river  of  the  land  of  the 
children  of  his  people,  to  call  him,  faying,  Behold,  there 
is  a  people  come  out  from  Egypt :  behold,  they  cover  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  they  abide  over  againftme:  come 
now  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  curfe  me  this  people ;  for  they 
are  too  mighty  for  me :  peradventure  I  fhall  prevail  that  we 
may  fmite  them,  and  that  I  may  drive  them  out  of  the  land : 
for  I  wot  that  he  whom  thou  bleffeft  is  blelfed,  and  he 
whom  thou  curfeft  is  curfed.  And  the  elders  of  Moab,  and 
the  elders  of  Midian  departed  with  the  rewards  of  divina- 
tion in  their  hand  ;  and  they  came  unto  Balaam,  and  fpake 
unto  him  the  words  of  Balak.     And  he  faid  unto  them, 

Lodge 
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Lodge  here  this  night,  and  I  will  bring  you  word  again  as 
the  Lord  fhall  fpeak   unto  me:  and  the  princes  of   Moab 
abode  with   Balaam.     And   God  came    unto  Balaam,   and 
laid,  What  men  are  thefe  with   thee?     And   Balaam   faid 
unto   God,  Babk  the  fon  of  Zippor.  king  of  Moab,   hath 
Cent  unto  me,  laying,  Behold,  there  is  a  people  come  out  of 
pt,  which   covereth  the  face  of  the  earth  :  come  now, 
(iirfemethem;  perad venture  1  fhall  be   able  to  overcome 
them,  and  drive  them  out.     And  God   faid  unto  Balaam, 
Thou  (halt  not  go  with  them,  thou  (halt  not  curie  the  peo- 
ple:   for  they   are  bleffed.     And  Balaam  rofe  up  in   the 
morning,  and  faid  unto  the  princes  of  Balak,  Get  you  into 
your  land:  for  the  Lord  refufeth  to  give  me   leave  to  go 
with  you.     And  the  princes  of  Moab  rofe  up,  and   they 
went  unto  Balak,  and  faid,    Balaam   refufeth  to  come  with 
us.     And  Balak  fent  yet  again  princes  more,  and  more  ho- 
nourable than  they.     And  they  came  to  Balaam,  and  faid  to 
him,  Thus  faith  Balak  the  fon  of  Zippor,  Let   nothing,  I 
pray   thee,    hinder  thee  from  coming  unto  me :   for   I  will 
promote  thee  unto  very  great  honour,  and  I  will  do  what- 
soever thou  fayeft  unto  me.     Come  therefore,  I  pray  thee, 
curfe  me  this  people.     And  Balaam  anfwered  and  laid  unto 
the  fervants  of  Balak,  If  Balak  would  give  me  hishoufe  full 
of  lilver  and  gold,  I  cannot  go  beyond  the  word  of  the  Lord 
my  God,  to  do  lei's  or  more.  Now  therefore,  I  pray  you,  tarry 
ye  alio    here  this  night,  that    I    may   know  what  the  Lord 
will   fay   unto  me  more.     And  God  came  unto  Balaam   at 
night;  and  laid  unto  him,  If  the  men  come  to  call  thee,  rile 
up,  and  go  with  them;   but  yet  the  word  which  I  (hail  fay 
unto  thee,  that   (halt  thou  do.     And  Balaam  rofe  up  in  the 
morning,  and    addled  his  afs,  and  went  with  the  princes  of 
Moab.     And    God's  anger   was  kindled  becaufe  he  went : 
and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  flood  in  the  way  for  an  adverfary 
againft  him.     Now  he  was  riding  upon  his  afs,  and  his  two 
fervant.;  were  with  him.     And  the  a  Is  law  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  ftanding  in  the  way,  and  his  fword  drawn  in  his  hand : 
and  the  afs  turned  afide  out  of  the  way,  and  went  into  the 
field.     And  Balaam  f'mote  the  afs  to  turn  her  into  the  way. 
But  the  angel  of  the  Lord  flood  in  a  path  of  the  vineyards, 
a  wall  being  on  tin's  fide,  and  a  wall   on   that   fide.     And 
when  the  afs  law  the  angel   of  the  Lord,  fhe  thrufl  herfelf 
unto  the  wall,    and  crulhed  Balaam's  foot  againft  the  wall. 
And   he  finote  her  acrain.     And  the  ans;el  ot  the  Lord  went 
iurthcr,  and  itood  in  a  narrow  place,  where  was  no  way  to 
turn  either  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left.     And  when  the 

als 
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aTsfaw  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  fiie  fell  down  under  Balaam. 
And  Balaam's  anger  was  kindled,  and  lie  fmote  the  ais  with 
a  ftaff,     And  the  Lord  opened  the  mouth  of  the  als,  and 
ihe  laid  unto  Balaam,  What  have  I  done  unto  thee,  that 
thou  haft  fmitten  me  thefe  three  times?  And  Balaam  laid 
unto  the  afs,  Becaule  thou  haft  mocked  me:  I  would  there 
were  a  fwordin  mine  hand  ;  for  now  would  I  kill  thee.  And 
the  als  laid  unto  Balaam,  Am  not  I  thine  afs,  upon  which 
thou    haft   ridden,  ever   lince  I  was  thine,  unto  this  day? 
was  I  ever  wont  to  do  fo  unto  thee?  And  he  (aid,  Nay. 
Then  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  Balaam,  and  he  law  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  (landing  in  the  way,  and  his  fword  drawn 
in  his  hand  :  and  he  bowed  down  his  head,  and  fell  flat  on 
his    face.      And  the  angel   of  the    Lord  laid   unto   him. 
Wherefore  haft  thou  fmitten  thine  afs  thefe  three  times? 
behold,  1  went  out  to  withftand  thee,  becaule  thy  way  is 
perverle  before  me :  and  the  afs  faw  me,  and  turned  from 
me   thefe  three  times :    unlefs  fhe  had   turned  from   me, 
furely  now  alio  1  had  {lain  thee,  and  laved  her  alive.     And 
Balaam  laid  unto  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  I  have  finned  ;  for 
I  knew  not  that  thou  ftoodeft  in  the  way  againft  me  :  now 
therefore  if  it  difpleafe  thee,  I  will  get  me  back  again.     And 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  laid  unto  Balaam,  Go  with  the  men  : 
but  only  the  word  that  I  fhall  fpeak  unto  thee,  that  thou, 
(halt  fpeak.     So   Balaam  went   with   the   princes  of  Balak. 
And  when  Balak  heard  that  Balaam  was  come,    he  went 
out  to  meet  him  unto  a  city  of  Moab,  which  is  in  the  bor- 
der of  Arnon,  which  is  in  the  utmoft  coaft.     And  Balak 
laid  unto  Balaam,  Did  I  not  earneftly  fend  unto  thee  to 
call  thee?  wherefore  cameft  thou  not  unto  me?  am  I  not 
able  indeed  to  promote  thee  to  honour?  And   Balaam  faid 
unto  Balak,  Lo,  I  am  come  unto  thee  :  have  I  now  any  power 
at  all  to  fay  any  thing?  the  word  that  God  putteth  in  my 
mouth,  that  fhall   I   fpeak.     And  Balaam  went  with  Balak, 
and  they  came   unto   Kirjath-huzoth.     And    Balak   ottered 
oxen  and  (beep,  and  fent  to  Balaam,  and  to  the  princes  that 
were  with  him.     And  it  came  to  pals  on  the  morrow,  that 
Balak  took  Balaam,  and  brought  him  up  into  the  high  places 
of  Baal,  that  thence  he  might  fee  the  utmoft  part  of  the 
people. 

And  Balaam  faid  unto  Balak,  build  me  here  feven  altars, 
and  prepare  me  here  feven  oxen,  and  feven  rams.  And 
Balak  did  as  Balaam  had  fpoken ;  and  Balak  and  Balaam 
offered  on  ever)'  altar  a  bullock  and  a  ram.  And  Balaam 
i«iid  unto  Balak,  Stand  by  the  burnt  offering,  and  I  will  go: 

perauventuie 
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peradventure  the  Lord  will  come  to  meet  me  ;  and  what- 
foever  he  fheweth  me,  I  will  tell  thee.  And  he  went  to  an 
high  place.  And  God  met  Balaam  :  and  he  faid  unto  him, 
I  have  prepared  {'even  altars,  and  I  have  offered  upon  every 
altar  a  bullock  and  a  ram.  And  the  Lord  put  a  word  in 
Balaam's  mouth,  and  faid,  Return  unto  Balak,  and  thus  thou 
fhalt  fpeak.  And  he  returned  unto  him,  and,  lo,  he  ftood 
by  his  burnt  facrifice,  he,  and  all  the  princes  of  Moab. 
And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  faid,  Balak  the  king  of 
Moab  hath  brought  me  from  Aram  out  of  the  mountains 
of  the  eaft,  faying,  Come,  curfe  me  Jacob,  and  come,  defy 
Ifrael.  How  (hall  I  curfe  whom  God  hath  not  curfed?  or 
how  (hall  I  defy,  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  defied?  For  from 
the  top  of  the  rocks  I  fee  him,  and  from  the  hills  I  behold 
him  :  lo,  the  people  (hall  dwell  alone,  and  (hall  not  be 
reckoned  among  the  nations.  Who  can  count  the  duft  of 
Jacob,  and  the  number  of  the  fourth  part  of  Ifrael  ?  Let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  laft  end  be  like 
his !  And  Balak  faid  unto  Balaam,  What  haft:  thou  done 
unto  me:  I  took  thee  to  curfe  mine  enemies,  and,  behold, 
thou  haft  bleffed  them  altogether.  And  he  anfwered  and 
faid,  Muft  I  not  take  heed  to  fpeak  that  which  the  Lord 
hath  put  in  my  mouth  ?  And  Balak  faid  unto  him,  Come, 
I  pray  thee,  with  me  unto  another  place,  from  whence  thou 
mayeft  fee  them:  thou  (halt  fee  but  the  utmoft  part  of 
them,  and  (halt  not  fee  them  all :  and  curfe  me  them  from 
thence.  And  he  brought  him  into  the  field  of  Zophhn, 
to  the  top  of  Pifgah,  and  built  feven  altars,  and  offered  a 
bullock  and  a  ram  on  every  altar.  And  he  faid  unto  Balak, 
Stand  here  by  the  burnt  offering,  while  I  meet  the  Lord 
yonder.  And  the  Lord  met  Balaam,  and  put  a  word  in  his 
mouth,  and  faid,  Go  again  unto  Balak,  and  fay  thus.  And 
when  he  came  to  him,  behold,  he  ftood  by*  his  burnt  offer- 
ing, and  the  princes  of  Moab  with  him.  And  Balak  faid 
unto  him,  What  hath  the  Lord  fpoken  ?  and  he  took  up 
his  parable,  and  faid,  Rife  up,  Balak,  and  hear;  hearken 
unto  me,  thou  fori  of  Zippor :  God  is  not  a  man,  that  he 
ihould  lie  ;  neither  the  Ion  of  man,  that  he  fhould  repent : 
hath  he  faid,  and  (hall  he  not  do  it?  or  hath  he  fpoken,  and 
(hall  he  not  make  it  good?  Behold,  1  have  received  com- 
mandment to  blels :  and  he  hath  bleiled  ;  and  I  cannot  re- 
verie it.  He  hath  not  beheld  iniquity  in  Jacob,  neither 
hath  he  feen  perverfenefs  in  Ifrael:  the  Lord  his  God  is 
with  him,  and  the  fhout  of  a  king  is  among  them.  God 
ight  them  out  of  Egypt ;  he  hath  as  it  were  the  flrength 

of 


Book  IX.         SACRED    LITERATURE.  383 

of  an  unicorn.  Surely  there  is  no  inchantment  againft 
Jacob,  neither  is  there  any  divination  againft  Ifrael  :  ac- 
cording to  this  time  it  fhall  be  faid  of  Jacob  and  of  Ifrael, 
What  hath  God  wrought !  Behold,  the  people  fhall  rife  up 
as  a  great  lion,  and  lift  up  himfelf  as  a  young  lion :  he  (hall 
not  lie  down  until  he  eat  of  the  prey,  and  drink  the  blood 
of  the  (lain.  And  Balak  faid  unto  Balaam,  Neither  curfe 
them  at  all,  nor  blefs  them  at  all.  But  Balaam  anfwered  and 
faid  unto  Balak,  Told  not  I  thee,  faying,  All  that  the  Lord 
fpeaketh,  that  I  muft  do  ?  And  Balak  faid  unto  Balaam, 
Come,  I  pray  thee,  I  will  bring  thee  unto  another  place  ; 
peradventure  it  will  pleafe  God,  that  thou  mayeft  curfe  me 
them  from  thence.  And  Balak  brought  Balaam  unto  the 
top  of  Peor,  that  looketh  toward  Jefhimon.  And  Balaam 
faid  unto  Balak,  Build  me  here feven  altars,  and  prepare  me 
here  feven  bullocks,  and  feven  rams.  And  Balak  did  as 
Balaam  had  faid,  and  offered  a  bullock  and  a  ram  on  every 
altar. 

And  when  Balaam  faw  that  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  blefs 
Ifrael,  he  went  not,  as  at  other  times,  to  feek  for  en- 
chantments, but  he  let  his  face  toward  the  wildernefs.  And 
Balaam  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  he  faw  Ifrael  abiding  in  his  tents 
according  to  their  tribes,  and  the  fpirit  of  God  came  upon 
him.  And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  laid,  Balaam  the  fon 
of  Beor  hath  faid,  and  the  man  whole  eyes  are  open  hath 
faid  :  he  hath  faid,  which  heard  the  words  of  God,  which 
faw  the  vifion  of  the  Almighty,  falling  into  a  trance,  and 
having  his  eyes  open.  How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob, 
and  thy  tabernacles,  O  Ifrael !  As  the  vallies  are  they  fpread 
forth,  as  gardens  by  the  river's  fide,  as  the  trees  of  lign  aloes 
which  the  Lord  hath  planted,  and  as  cedar-trees  belide  the 
waters.  He  fhall  pour  the  water  out  of  his  buckets,  and  his 
feed  (hall  be  in  many  waters,  and  his  king  {hall  be  higher 
than  Agag,  and  his  kingdom  fhall  be  exalted.  God  brought 
him  forth  out  of  Egypt,  he  hath  as  it  were  the  ftrencrth  of 
an  unicorn :  he  fhall  eat  up  the  nations  his  enemies,  and  (hall 
break  their  bones,  and  pierce  them  through  with  his  arrows. 
He  couched,  he  lay  down  as  a  lion,  and  as  a  great  lion  :  who 
fhall  ftir  him  up  ?  Bleffed  is  he  that  bleffeth  thee,  and  curfed 
is  he  that  curfeth  thee.  And  Balak's  anger  was  kindled  againft 
Balaam,  and  he  fmote  his  hands  together  :  and  Balak  faid 
unto  Balaam,  I  called  thee  to  curfe  mine  enemies,  and  be- 
hold, thou  haft  altogether  bleffed  them  thefe  three  times. 
Therefore  now  flee  thou  to  thy  place  :  I  thought  to  promote 
thee  unto  great  honour,  but  lo,  the  Lord  hath  kept  thee  back 

from 
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from  honour.     And  Balaam  Cud  i  nj  i   B 
nnto  thy  nieiic'ir  ii  ihou  fenteft  tin  '>'nit>»  H 

Balak  would  give  me  his  houfe  lull  ol  filverand  gold,  1  cannot 
go  beyond  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,  to  do  cither 
good  or  bad  of  mine  ovi  |  the  Lord  faith, 

that  will  1  (beak  ?   And  now,  I  go  unto  my  people  ; 

come  therefore,  and  I  will  ..  thee  what  this  people 

[hall  do  to  thy  people  in  the  latter  days.  And  lie  took  up 
his  parable,  and  laid,  Balaam  the  ion  of  beor  hath  laid,  and 
the  man  whofe  eyes  arc  open,  hath  laid  :  he  hath  laid,  which 
1  id  the  word-!  of  God,  and  knew  the  knowledge  of  the 
moft  High,  whi  h  law  the.vifion  of  the  Almighty,  falling 
into  a  trance,  but  hiving  his  eyes  open  :  I  (hall  fee  him,  but 
not  now  ;  I  t'h  ill  behold  him,  but  not  nigh  :  therefhall  come 
a  Star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  Sceptre  (hall  rile  out  of  Ifrael, 
and  ihall  finite  the  corners  of  Moab,  and  deftroy  all  the 
children  of  Sheth.  And  Edom  fhall  be  a  polfeffion,  Seir 
alfo  fhall  be  a  pofleffion  for  his  enemies,  and  Ifrael  fhall  do 
valiantly.  Out  of  Jacob  (hall  come  he  that  (hall  have  do- 
minion, and  fhall  deftroy  him  that  remaineth  of  the  city. 
And  when  he  looked  on  Amalek,  he  took  up  his  parable, 
and  laid,  Amalek  was  the  firft  of  the  nations,  but  his  latter 
end  fhall  be  that  he  pcriih  for  ever.  And  he  looked  on  the 
Kenites;  and  took  up  his  parable,  and  laid,  Strong  is  thy 
dwelling-place,  and  thou  putteft  thy  neft  in  a  rock.  Ne- 
verthclefs,  the  Kenites  fhall  be  wafted  until  Afhur  fhal]  carry 
thee  away  captive.  And  he  took  up  his  parable,  and  laid, 
Alas,  who  fhall  live  when  God  doeth  this  !  and  fhips  fhall 
come  from  the  coaft  of  Chittim,  andfhall  afflict;  Afliur,  and 
fhall  alflirl  Ebcr,  and  he  alfo  fhall  perifh  for  ever.  And  Ba- 
laam rofe  ut),  xid  went  and  returned  to  his  place  ;  and  Balak 
alfo  went  his  way.  Numbers  22,  23  and  24/A  chapters. 


Dejlrxfti  m  oj   Babylon. 

THE  burden  of  Babylon,  which  Ifaiah  the  fonof  Amoz 
did  fee.  Lifl  ye  up  a  banner  upon  the  high  mountain,  exalt 
tl,    voice  unto  them,  fhake  the  hand ,  that  tl  into 

th<   gates  of  the  nobles.     I  have  commanded  my  lanctihed 
ones,]  lib  <    lledmyrhi  s  for  mine  anger,  even 

them  that  rejoice  in  my  highnefs,     The  noife  of  a  multi- 
tudi  mountains,  it:.  tat  people;  a  tumul- 

tuo'.  ol  the  kingdoms  of  nations  I  >gether: 

the  Lord  of  hofts  multereth  the  hqfl  pi  the  battle.    They 

come 
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come  from  a  far  country,  from  the  end  of  heaven,  even  the 
Lord,  and  the  weapons  of  his  indignation,  to  deftroy  the 
whole  land.     Howl  ye:   for  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  at  hand  : 
it  ihall  comeasa  deftruction  from  the  Almighty.     Therefore 
fljalJ   all  hands  be   faint,  and  every  man's  heart  {hall  melt. 
And  they  (hall  be  afraid  :  pangs  and  forrows  (hall  take  hold 
of  them:  they  (hall  be  in  pain  as  a  woman  that  travaileth  ; 
they  fliall  be  amazed  one  at  another:  their  faces  (hall  be  as 
flames.     Behold,  the  day   of  the  Lord  cometh,  cruel  both 
with  wrath  and  fierce  anger,  to  lay  the  land  defolate,  and  he 
(hall  deftroy  the  finners  thereof  out  of  it.     For  the  fhrs  of 
heaven  and  the  conftellations  thereof  fhall  not  give  their 
light :    the  fun  fliall  be  darkened  in  his  going  forth,  and 
the  moon  fliall  not  caufe  her  light  to  fhine.     And  I  will 
punilh   the  world  for  their  evil,  and   the  wicked  for  their 
iniquity  ;    and  will  caufe  the    arrogancy  of   the  proud  to 
ceale,     and  will  lay  low  the  haughtinefs  of    the    terrible. 
I  will  make  a  man  more  precious  than  fine  gold:  even  a  man, 
than  the  golden  wedge  of  Ophir.     Therefore  I  will  fhake  the 
heavens,   and  the  earth  fliall  remove  out  of  her  place,  in  the 
wrath  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  an- 
sa.    And  it  fhall  be  as  the  chafed  roe,  and  as  a  fheep  that 
no  man  taketh  up:  they  fliall  every  man  turn  to  his  own 
people,  and  flee  every  man  into  his  own   land.     Every  one 
that  is  found  fhall  be  thruft  through  ;  and  every  one  that  is 
joined  unto  them  fliall  fall  by  the  fword.     Their  children 
alfo  fliall  be  dalhed    tb  pieces  before  their  eyes  ;  their  houfes 
fliall  be  fpoiled,  and   their    wives  ravifhed.     Behold,    I  will 
flir  up  the  Medes  againft  them,  which  (hall  not  regard  filver  ; 
and  as  for  gold  they  fliall  not  delight  in  it.     Their   bows 
alfo  (hall  dafh  the  young  men  to  pieces  ;  and  they  fliall  have 
no  pity  on  the  fruit  of  the  womb;  their  eye  fliall   not  fpare 
children.     And  Babylon,  the  glory  of  kingdoms,  the  beauty 
of  the  Chaldees  excellency,  fhall  be  as  when  God  overthrew 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah.      It  fhall  never  be  inhabited,    neither 
fliall  it  be  dwelt   in   from  generation   to  generation  :   neither 
fliall  the  Arabian  pitch  tent  there  ;    neither  fhall  the  (hep- 
herds  make  their  fold  there  :  but  wild  beads  of  the  defert  fhall 
lie  there  ;  and  their  houfes  fhall  be  full  of  doleful  creatures  ; 
and  owls  fhall  dwell  there,  and  latyrs  Ihall  dance  there.     And 
the  wild  beafts  of  the  i(lands  fliall  cry  in  their  defolate  houfes, 
and  dragons  in  their  pleafant  palaces:  and  her  time  is  near 
to  come,   and  her  days  ihall  not  be  prolonged. 
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THE  word  that  the  Lord  fpake  againfl  Babylon  and 
againft  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  Ly  Jeremiah  the  prophet. 
Declare  )'e  among  the  nations,  and  publifh,  and  let  upa  ftan- 
dard  ;  publifh,  and  conceal  not:  fay,  Babylon  is  taken,  Bel 
is  confounded,  Merodach  is  broken  in  pieces ;  her  idols  are 
confounded,  her  images  are  broken  in  pieces.  For  out  of 
the  north  there  cometh  up  a  r.  infl  her,   which  fhall 

make  her  land  defolate,  and  none  fha}l  dwell  therein  :  they 
ihall  remove,  they  fhall  depart,  both  man  and  beaft.  In 
thofe  days  and  in  that  time,  faith  the  Lord,  the  children  of 
Ifrael  fhall  come,  they  and  the  children  of  Judah  together, 
going,  and  weeping;  they  ihall  go,  and  feek  the  Lord  their 
Ged.  They,  (hall  afk  their  way  to  Zion  with  their  faces  thi- 
therward, faying,  Come,  and  let  us  join  ourfelves  to  the 
Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant  that  fhall  not  be  forgotten.  My 
people  hath  been  loft  fheep  :  their  fhepherds  have  caufed 
them  to  go  aflray,  they  have  turned  them  away  on  the 
mountains  :  they  have  gone  from  mountain  to  hill,  they 
have  forgotten  their  r<  iting-piace.  All  that  found  them 
have  devoured  them:  and  their  advert  lies  fa  id,  We  offend 
not  :  becaufe  they  have  finned  againft  the  Lord,  the  habita- 
tion of  juftice :  even  the  Lord,  the  hope  of  their  fathers. 
Remove  out  of  thc-miuft  of  Babylon,  and  go  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  the  I  ns,  and  be  as  "the  he-goats  before   the 

flocks.  For  lo,  1  will  raife,  and  caufe  to  come  up  againfl  Ba- 
bylon ariaffeinbiy  of  great  nations  frornthe  north  country: 
and  they  fhall  let  themfelvcs  in  array  againft  her  ;  from 
thence  the  fhall  betaken  :  their  arrows  Ihall  be  as  of  a  migh- 
ty expert  man  ;  none  fhall  return  in  vain.  And  Chaldea 
fhall  be  a  fpoil  :  all  that  fpoil  her  fhall  be  fatisfied,  laith  the 
^Lordf.  Becaufe  ye  were  gl:d,  becaufe  ye  rejoiced,  O  ye  de- 
ftroyers  of  mine  heritage,  becaufe  ye, ate  grown  fat,  as  the 
heifer  at  graft,  and  bellow  as  bulls  ;  your  mother  fhall  be 
fore  confounded :  ihe  that  bare  you  (nail  be  afliamed  :  be- 
hold, the  hindermdft  of  the  nations  fhall  be  a  wildernefs,  a 
dry  land  and  grdefert.  Becaufe  of  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  it 
fhall  not  be  inhabited,  but  it  fhall  be  wholly  defolate:  every 
that  gouh  by  ud  j  Ion  (hall  be  aftonilhcd,  and  bits  ..i  all 
her  plagues.  Put  yourfelves  in  array  againfl  Babylon  round 
about:  all  ye  that  vend  the  bow,  Ihoot  at  her,  fpare  no  ar- 
:  tor  (he  hath  tinned  againft  the  Lord.  Shout  againft 
her  round  about  :  fhe  hath  given  her  hand  :  her  foundations 
arc  fallen,  her  walls  are  thrown  down,  for  it  is  the  vengeance 
of  the  1  mc$  upon  her;  as  Ihe  hath  done, 

do  unto  her.     Cut  off  the  fovver  from  Babylon,  and  him 

that 
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that  handleth  the  fickle  in  the  time  of  harveft  :  for  fear  of 
the    oppreffing     {'word,      they    (hall    turn   every  one     to 
his  own  people,  and  they  fliall  flee  every  one  to  his  own  land. 
Ifrael  is  a  fcatteredfheep  ;  the  lions  have  driven  him  away  ; 
hrft,  the  king  of  Aifyria  hath  devoured  him  ;  and  laft,  this 
Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon  hath   broken  his  bones. 
Therefore  thus  faith  'the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
Behold,  I  will  punifh  the  king  of  Babylon  and  his  land,  as  I 
have  punifhed  the  king  of  Alfyria.     And  I  will  bring  Ifrael 
again  to  his  habitation,  and  he  (hall  feed  on  Carmel  and 
Bafhan,  and  his  foul  fhall  be  fatisfied  upon  mount  Ephraim 
and  Gilead.     In  thole  days  and  at  that  time,  faith  the  Lord, 
the  iniquity  of  Ifrael  fhall  be  fought  for,  and  there  (hall  be 
none  ;  and  the  fins  of  Judah,  and  they  fhall  not  be  found: 
For  I  will  pardon  them  whom  I  referve.     Go  up  againft  the 
land  of  Merathaim,  even  againft  it,  and  againft  the  inhabitants 
of  Pekod  :  wafte  and  utterly  deftroy  after  them,  faith  the 
Lord,  and  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commanded  thee. 
A  found  of  battle  is  in  the  land,  and  of  great  deftru&ion. 
How  is  the  hammer  of  the   whole  earth  cut  afunder  and 
broken  I  how  is  Babylon  become  a  defolation  among  the  na- 
tions .'   I  have  laid  a  mare  for  thee,  and  thou  art  a  lib  taken, 
O  Babylon,  and  thou  waft  not  aware  :  thou  art  found,  and 
alfo  caught,  becaufe  thou  haft  ftriven  againft  the  Lord.  The 
Lord  hath  opened  his  armoury,  and  hath  brought  forth  the 
weapons  of  his  indignation  :  for  this  is  the  work  of  the  Lord 
God  of  hofts  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans.     Come  againft 
her  from  the  utmoft  border,  open  her  ftore-houfes  :  caft  her 
up  as  heaps,  and  deftroy  her  utterly  :  let  nothing  of  her  be 
left.     Slay    all   her   bul'locks ;    let   them  go  down  to    the 
flaughter  :   woe  unto  their  !  for  their  day  is  come,  the  time 
of  their  vifitation.     The  voice  of  them  that  flee  and  efcnpe 
out  of  the  land  of  Bibylon  to  declare  in  Zion  the  vengeance 
of  the  Lord  our  God,  the  vengeance  of  his  temple.     Call 
together  the  archers  againft  Babylon:  all  ye  that  bend  the 
bow,  camp  againft  it  round  about  ;  let  none  thereof  efcape: 
recompence  her  according  to  her  work  ;  according  to  all  that 
fhe  hath  done,  do  unto  her ;  'for  {he  hath  been  proud  againft 
the  Lord,  agunil  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael.     Therefore  fhall 
her  young  men  fall  in  the  ftreets,  and  all  her  men  of  war 
{hall  be  cut  off  in  that  day,  i'aith  the  Lord.     Behold,  I  am 
againft   thee,  O  thou  moft  proud,  faith  the  Lord  God  of 
hofts :  for  thy  day  is  come,  the  time  that  I  will  vifit  thee. 
And  the  moft  proud  fhail  ftumble,   and  fall,  and  none  fhall 
raiie  him  up  :  and  I  will  kindle  a  fire  in  his  cities,  and  it  fhall 
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devour  : i  1 1  round  about  him.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  holts  ; 
The  children  ol  Ifra^l  and  the  children  of  Judah  were  op- 
preffed  together  :  and  all  that  took  them  captives  held  them 
lit;  they  refilled  to  let  them  go.  Their  Redeemer  is  thong  ; 
the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name  ;  he  fhall  throughly  plead  their 
caufe,  that  he  may  give  reft  to  the  land,  and  difquiet  the  in- 
habitants of  Babylon.  A  (word  is  upon  the  Chaldeans,  faith 
the  Lord,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon,  and  upon 
her  princes,  and  upon  her  wife  men.  A  fword  is  upon  the 
liars :  and  they  (hall  dote  :  a  fword  is  upon  her  mighty  men  ; 
and  they  (hall  be  difmayed.  A  fword  is  upon  their  horfes, 
and  upon  their  chariots,  and  upon  all  the  mingled  people 
that  are  in  the  midft  of  her  ;  and  they  fhall  become  as 
women:  a  fwotd  is  upon  her  treafures :  and  they  lhall  be 
robbed.  A  drought  is  upon  her  waters  ;  and  they  fhall  be 
dried  up:  for  it  is  the  land  of  graven  images,  and  they  are 
mad  upon  their  idols.  Therefore  the  wild  hearts  of  the 
defert  with  the  wild  beads  of  the  iilands  fhall  dwell  there, 
and  the  owls  fhall  dwell  therein  ;  and  it  flu  11  be  no  more 
inhabited  for  ever  ;  neither  (hall  it  be  dwelt  in  from  gene- 
ration to  generation.  As  God  overthrew  Sodom  and  Go- 
morrah and  the  neighbour  cities  thereof,  faith  the  Lord  :  fo 
lhall  no  man  abide  "there,  neither  lhall  any  Ion  of  mail  dwell 
therein.  Behold,  a  people  lhall  come  from  the  north,  and 
a  great  nation,  and  many  kings  lhall  be  raifed  up  from  the 
coafts  of  the  earth.  They  fhall  hold  the  bow  and  the  lance, 
they  are  cruel,  and  will  not  Ihew  mercy  ;  their  voice  fhall 
roar  like  the  lea,  and  they  lhall  ride  upon  horfes,  every  one 
put  in  array  like  a  man  to  the  battle,  againft  thee,  O  daughter 
of  Babylon.  The  king  of  Babylon  hath'  heard  the  report  of 
them,  and  his  hands  "waxed  feeble :  anguiih  took  hold  of 
him,  and  pings  as  of  a  woman  in  travail.  Behold,  he  fhall 
come  up  like  a  lion  from  the  fweihng  of  Jordan  unto  the 
habitation  of  the  ftrong:  but  1  will  make  them  fuddenly  run 
away  from  her  :  and  who  is  a  chofen  man,  that  1  may  appoint 
over  her;  lor  who  is  like,  me :  and  who  will  appoint  me  the 
time?  and  who  is  that  fhepherd  that  will  {land  before  me? 
'1  herefore  hear  ye  the  counicl  of  the  Lord  that  he  hath  taken 
;  ion,  and  his  purpofes  that  he  hath  purpoied 
:lt  the  land  ol  the  Chaldeans:  finely  the  leaft  of  the 
aw  them  out:  fuxely  he  (hall  make  their  habi- 
tation defolate  with  them.  At  the  noife  of  the  taking  of 
Babyloq  the  earth  is  moved,  and  the  cry  ia  heard  among  the 
nations. 

Thus 
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Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  raife  lip  againft  Baby- 
lon, and  againft  them  that  dwell  in  the  midft  of  them  that 
rife  up  againft  me,  a  deftroying  wind  ;  and  will  fend-unto 
Babylon  fanners,  that  (hall  fan  her,  and  lhail  empty  her  land  ; 
for  in  the  day  of  trouble  they  (hall  be  againft  her  round  about. 
Againft  him  that  bendeth  let  the  archer  bend  his  bow,  and 
againft  him  that  lifteth  himlelf  up  in  his  Lrigandine;  and 
fpare  ye  not  her  young  men  ;  deftroy  ye  utterly  all  her  hoft. 
Thus  the  flain  mall  fall  in  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans,  and 
they  that  are  thruft  through  in  her  ftreets.  For  IiVael  hath 
not  been  forfaken,  norjudah  of  his  God,  of  the  Lord  of 
hofts ;  though  their  land  was  filled  with  lin  againft  the  holy 
one  of  Ifrael.  Flee  out  of  the  midft  01  Babylon,  and  deliver 
every  man  his  foul:  be  not  cut  off  in  her  iniquity ;  lor  this  is 
the  time  of  the  Lord's  vengeance ;  he  will  render  unto  her  a 
recompence.  Babylon  hath  been  a  golden  cup  in  the  Lord's 
hand,  that  made  all  the  earth  drunken:  the  nations  have 
drunken  of  her  wine:  therefore  the  nations  are  mad. 
Babylon  is  fuddenly  fallen  and  deftroyed :  howl  for  her  : 
take  balm  for  her  pain,  if  fo  be  fhe  may  be  healed.  We 
would  have  healed  Babylon,  but  (lie  is  not  healed:  for  fake 
her,  and  let  us  go  every  one  into  his  own  country  :  for  her 
judgment  reacheth  unto  heaven,  and  is  lilted  up  even  to  the 
Ikies.  The  Lord  hath  brought  forth  our  righteoufnefs : 
come  and  let  us  declare  in  Zion  the  work  of  the  Lord  our 
God.  Make  bright  the  arrows ;  gather  the  fhields :  the 
Lord  hath  raifed  up  the  fpirit  of  the  kings  of  the  Medes  ; 
for  his  device  is  acainft  Babylon,  to  deftroy  it  ;  becaufe  it  is 
the  vengeance  of  the  Lord,  the  vengeance  of  his  temple. 
Set  up  the  ftahdard  upon  the  walls  of  Babylon,  make  the 
watch  ftrong,  letup  the  watchmen,  prepare  the  ambufhes: 
for  the  Lord  hath  both  deviled  and  done  that  which  he  fpake 
againft  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon.  O  thou  that  dwelled: 
upon  many  waters,  abundant  in  treafures,  thine  end  is  come, 
and  the  meafure  of  thy  covetoufnefs.  The  Lord  of  hefts 
hath  fworn  by  himielf,  faying,  Surely  I  will  fill  thee  with 
men,  as  with  caterpillars :  and  they  (hall  lift  up  a  Ihout  againft 
thee.  He  hath  made  the  earth  by  his  power,  he  hath  efta- 
blifhed  the  world  by  his  wifdom,  and  hath  ftretched  out  the 
heaven  by  his  underftanding.  When  he  uttereth  his  voice, 
there  is  a  multitude  of  waters  in  the  heavens ;  and  he  caufeth 
the  vapours  to  afcend  from  the  ends  of  the  earth :  he  maketh 
lightnings  with  rain,  and  bringeth  forth  the  wind  out  of  his 
treafures.  Every  man  is  brutifh  by  his  knowledge  :  every 
founder  is  confounded  by  the  graven  image  :  for  his  molten 
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image  is  falfhood,  and  there  is  no  breath  in  them.  They  are 
vanity,  the  work  of  errors :  in  the  time  of  their  viiitation 
they  fhall  perifh.  The  portion  of  Jacob  is  not  like  them  ; 
for  he  is  the  former  of  all  things:  and  1'r.  el  is  the  rod  of  his 
inheritance.  The  Lord  of  hods  is  his  name.  Thou  art  my 
battle-ax  and  weapons  of  war  :  for  with  thee  will  I  break  in 
pieces  the  nations,  and  with  thee  will  I  deftroy  kingdoms  ; 
and  with  thee  will  I  break  in  pieces  the  horfe  and  his  rider  ; 
and  with  thee  will  I  break  in  pieces  the  chariot  and  his  rider ; 
with  thee  alio  will  I  break  in  pieces  man  and  woman  ;  and 
with  thee  will  I  break  in  pieces  old  and  young ;  and  with  thee 
will  I  break  in  pieces  the  young  man  and  the  maid;  I  will 
alio  break  in  pieces  with  thee  the  fhcpherd  and  his  flock^;  and 
with  thee  will  I  break  in  pieces  the  hufbandman  and  his  yoke 
of  oxen;  and  with  thee  will  I  break  in  pieces  captains  and 
rulers.  And  1  will  render  unto  Babylon,  and  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Chaldea,  all  their  evil  that  they  have  done  in 
Zion,  in  your  fight,  faith  the  Lord.  Behold,  I  am  againft 
thee,  O  deftroying  mountain,  faith  the  Lord,  which  deitroy- 
eft  all  the  earth :  and  I  will  ftretch  out  mine  hand  upon 
thee,  and  roll  thee  down  from  the  rocks,  and  will  make  thee 
a  burnt  mountain.  And  they  fhall  not  take  of  thee  a  flone 
for  a  corner,  nor  a  ftone  for  foundations  :  but  thou  (halt  be 
defolate  for  ever,  faith  the  Lord.  Set  ye  up  a  ftandard  in 
the  land,  blow  the  trumpet  among  the  nations,  prepare  the 
nations  againft  her,  call  together  againft  her  the  kingdoms 
of  Ararat,  Minni,  and  Afhchenaz  ;  appoint  a  captain  againil 
her,  caufe  the  horle6  to  come  up  as  the  rough  caterpillars. 
Prepare  againil  her  the  nations  with  the  kings  of  the  Medes, 
the  captains  thereof,  and  all  the  rulers  thereof,  and  .all  the 
lmd  of  his  dominion.  And  the  land  fhall  tremble  and  for- 
row :  for  every  purpofe  of  the  Lord  (hall  be  performed  againft 
Babylon,  to  make  the  land  of  Babylon  a  defolation  without 
an  inhabitant.  The  mighty  men  of  Babylon  have  forborn  to 
lit,  they  have  remained  in  their  holds:  their  might  hath 
failed,  they  became  as  women  :  they  have  burned  her  dwell- 
ing-places ;  her  bars  are  broken.  One  poft  fhall  run  to  meet 
another,  and  one  metfenger  to  meet  another,  to  ihew  the 
kmg  of  Babylon  that  his  city  is  taken  at  one  end,  and  that 
the  paffages  are  flopped,  and  the  reeds  they  have  burned  with 
fire,  and  the  men  of  the  war  are  affrighted.  For  thus  faith 
the  ,Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of  Ilrael;  the  daughter  of 
Btfbylon  is  like  a  threfhiug-fioor,  it  is  time  to  threlh  her:  yet 
a  little  while,  and  the  time  of  herharveli  (hall  come.  Nebu- 
chadrezzar the  king  of  Babylon  hath  devoured  me,  he  hath 
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crufhed  me,  he  hath  made  me  an  empty  veflel,  he  hath  {wal- 
lowed me  up  like  a  dragon,  he  hath  filled  his  belly  with  my 
delicates,  he  hath  call  me  out.  The  violence  done  to  me 
and  to  my  flefh,  be  upon  Babylon,  (hall  the  inhabitant  of 
Zion  fay  ;  and  my  blood  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Chaldea, 
(hall  Jerufalem  lay.  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold, 
I  will  plead  thy  caufe,  and  take  vengeance  for  thee;  and  I 
will  dry  up  her  fea,  and  make  her  (prings  dry.  And  Babylon 
(hall  become  heaps,  a  dwelling  place  for  dragons,  an  alloniih- 
lnent,  and  an  hiding,  without  an  inhabitant.  They  (hall 
roar  together  like  lions :  they  fhall  yell  as  lions'  whelps.  In 
their  heat  will  I  make  their  feafts,  and  I  will  make  them 
drunken,  that  they  may  rejoice,  and  deep  a  perpetual  deep, 
and  not  awake,  faith  the  Lord.  I  will  bring  them  down  like 
lambs  to  the  daughter,  like  rams  with  he-goats.  How  is 
Shefhach  taken !  and  how  is  the  prajfe  of  the  whole  earth 
furprized  !  how  is  Babylon  become  an  ailonifhment  among 
the  nations  !  The  fea  is  come  up  upon  Babylon :  (he  is 
covered  with  the  multitude  of  the  waves  thereof.  Her  cities 
are  a  defoliation,  a  dry  land,  and  a  wilderneis,  a  land  wherein 
no  man  dwelleth,  neither  doth  any  Ion  of  man  pafs  thereby. 
And  1  will  punifh  Bel  in  Babylon,  and  I  will  bring  forth  out 
of  his  mouth  that  which  he  hath  fwallowed  up  ;  and  the  na- 
tions fhall  not  (low  together  any  more  unto  him  :  yea,  the 
wall  of  Babylon  fhall  fall.  My  people,  go|e  out  of  the  midft  of 
her,  and  deliver  ye  every  man  his  foul  from  the  tierce  anger 
ol  the  Lord.  And  left  your  heart  faint,  and  ye  fear  for  the 
rumour  that  fliall  be  heard  in  the  land ;  a  tumour  (hall  both 
come  one  year,  and  after  that  in  another  year  >hall  come  a 
rumour,  and  violence  in  the  land,  ruler  againit  ruler.  There- 
lore,  behold,  the  days  come,  that  I  will  do  judgment  upon 
the  graven  images  of  Babylon  :  and  her  whole  land  (hall  be 
confounded,  and  all  her  (lain (hall  fall  in  the  midft  of  her.  Then 
the  heaven  and  the  earth,  and  all  that  is  therein,  ihall  hug 
for  Babylon:  for  the  {poller  (hall  come  unto  her  from  the 
nortii,  iaith  the  Lord.  A:;  Babylon  hath  cauied  the  (lain  of 
Ii'rael  to  tall,  fo  at  Babylon  {hall  fail  the  {lain  ot  all  the  earth. 
Ye  that  have  efcaped  the  {•.void,  go  away,  fund  not  ftill  : 
remember  the  Lord   afei  i  let  jerufalem   come   into 

ybur  mind.  We  are  confounded,  becaule  we  have  heard  re- 
proach ;  (hame  hath  covered  our  faces :  for  (hangers  are  come 
into  the  fan&uaries  of  the  Lord's  houfe.  Wherefore,  be- 
hold, the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  do  judg- 
ment upon  her  graven  images,  and  through  all  he»  land  the 
wounded  (hall  groan.     Though  Babylon  mould  mount  up  to 

heaven , 
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heaven,  and  though  {he  fliouM  fortify  the  height  of  her 
ftrength,  yet  from  me  (hall  fpoilers  come  unto  her,  faith  the 
Lord.  A  found  of  aery  cometh  from  Babylon,  and  great 
deftruction  from  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans.  Becaufe  the 
Lord  hath  fpoiled  Babylon,  and  deftroyed  out  of  her  the 
great  voice,  when  her  waves  do  roar  like  great  waters,  a  noife 
of  their  voice  is  uttered.  Becaufe  the  fpoiler  is  come  upon 
her,  even  upon  Babylon,  and  her  mighty  men  are  taken, 
every  one  of  their  bows  is  broken:  for  the  Lord  God  of  re- 
compences  (hall  furely.  requite.  And  I  will  make  drunk  her 
princes,  and  her  wile  men,  her  captains  and  her  rulers,  and 
her  mighty  men  :  and  they  fhall  fleep  a  perpetual  fleep,  and 
not  wake,  faith  the  King,  whole  name  is  The  Lord  of  holts. 
Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  holts  ;  The  broad  walls  of  Babylon 
(hall  be  utterly  broken,  and  her  high  gates  fhall  be  burned 
with  fire:  and  the  people  ihall  labour  in  vain,  and  the  folk 
in  the  fire,  and  they  lhall  be  weary. 

Jeremiah  $oth  chapter  and  5 1 .  1 — 58. 


Overthrow  of  Tyre  and  Zidon. 

TH  R  burden  of  Tyre.     Howl,  ye  fhips  of  Tarfhifh  ;   for 
it  is  laid  wafle,   fo  that  there  is   no  home,  no  entering:  in. 
from  the  land  of  Chittim  it  is  revealed  to  them.     Be  ftill,  ye 
inhabitants  of  the  ille,  thou  whom  the  merchants  of  Zidon, 
that  pals  over  the  fea,  have  replenifhed.     And  by  great  Wa- 
ters the  feed  of  Sihor,  theharvelt  of  the  river,  is  her  revenue: 
and  (he  is  a  mart  of  nations.     Be  thou  afhamed,    O  Zidon: 
for  the  lea  hath  f'poken,  even  the  ftrength  of  the  fea,  fay- 
1    travail  not,  nor  bring  forth  children,  neither  do  I 
nouri'ih  up  young  men,  nor  bring  up  virgins.     As  at  the  re- 
port concerning  Egypt.*  fo  fhall  they  be  forely  pained  at  the 
it  of  Tyre.     Pals  ye  over  to  Tarfhifh  ,•  howl,  ye  inhabi- 
t  mts  of  t'ie  ille.     Is  this  your  joyous  city,  whole  antiquity 
of  ancient  days?    her  own  feet   lhall  carry  her  afar  off  to 
urn.     Who  hath  taken  this  counfel  againit  Tyre,  the 
vning  city,  whole  merchants  are  princes,  whole  traffick- 
-.(■  the  honourable  of  the  earth?     The  Lord  of  hofls 
hath  purpofed  it,  to  ftain  the  pride  of  all  glory,  and  to  bring 
■t  all  the  honourable  of  the  earth.     Pals  through 
thy  find   as  a   river,  O  daughter  of  Tarlhifh  :   there  is  no 
more  II  r.  He  ftretched  out  his  hand  over  the  fea,  he 

ik  the  kingdoms:  the  Lord  hath  given  a  commandment 
infl  the  mei  :hant  city,  to  deftroy  the  flrong  holds  there- 
of, 
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of.  And  he  faid,  Thou  (halt  no  more  rejoice,  O  thou  op- 
prefled  virgin,  daughter  of  Zidon  :  arife,  pafs  over  to  Chittim  ; 
there  alfo  (halt  thou  have  no  reft.  Behold,  the  hnd  of  the 
Chaldeans ;  this  people  was  not  till  the  Aflyriari  founded  it 
for  them  that  dwell  in  the  wildernefs  :  they  let  up  the  towers 
thereof,  they  raifed  up  the  palaces  thereof,  and  he  brought 
it  to  ruin.  Howl,  ye  fhips  of  Tarfhifh  :  for  your  ftrength 
is  laid  wafte.  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day,  that 
Tyre  (hall  be  forgotten  feventy  years,  according  to  the  days 
of  one  king  :  after  the  end  of  feventy  years  fluli  Tyre  fmg  as 
an  harlot.  Take  an  harp,  go  about  the  city,  thou  harlot, 
that  haft  been  forgotten  ;  make  fweet  melody,  fmg  many 
fongs,  that  thou  mayeft  be  remembered.  And  it  (hall  come 
to  pafs,  after  the  end  of  feventy  years,  that  the  Lord  will  vifit 
Tyre,  and  Ihe  ihall  turn  to  her  hire,  and  (hall  commit  forni- 
cation with  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.  And  her  merchandize  and  her  hire  (hall  be  hoii- 
nefs  to  the  Lord  :  it  (hall  not  be  treafured  nor  laid  up  ;  for 
her  merchandize  (ball  be  for  them  that  dwell  before  the 
Lord,  to  eat  fufficiently,  and  for  durable  clothing. 

Ifaiah  23d  chapter. 


SON  of  man,  becaufe  that  Tyrus  hath  faid  againft  Jerufa- 
lem,  Aha,  fhe  is  broken  that  was  the  gates  of  the  people  : 
me  is  turned  unto  me  :  I  fhall  be  replenished,  now  fhe  is  laid 
wafte:  therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  am 
againft  thee,  O  Tyrus,  and  will  caufe  many  nations  to  come 
up  againft  thee,  as  the  lea  caufeth  his  waves  to  come  up. 
And  they  fhall  dcftroy  the  walls  of  Tyros,  and  break  down 
her  towers  ;  I  will  alio  fcrape  her  duft  from  her,  and  make 
her  like  the  top  of  a  rock.  It  (hall  be  a  place  for  the  fpread- 
ing  of  nets  in  the  midft  of  the  fea  :  for  I  have  fpoken  it,  faith 
the  Lord  God  :  and  it  lhall  become  a  fpoil  to  the  nations. 
And  her  daughters  which  are  in  the  field  lhall  be  (lain  by  the 
fword:  and  they  lhall  know  that  1  am  the  Lord.  For  thus 
faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  1  will  bring  upon  Tyrus  Ne- 
buchadrezzar king  of  Babylon,  a  king  of  kings  from  the 
north,  with  holies  and  with  chariots,  and  with  horfemen, 
and  companies,  and  much  people.  He  fhall  flay  with  the 
fword  thy  daughters  in  the  field  :  and  he  lhall  make  a  fort 
againft  thee:  and  caft  a  mount  againft  thee,  and  lift  up  the 
buckler  againft  thee.     And  he  lhall  let  engines  of  war  againft 

thy 
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thy  walls,  and  with  his  axes  he  (hall  break  down  thy  towers. 
By  reafon  of  the  abundance  of  his  borfes  their  duft  (hall  cover 
thee:  thy  walla  (hall  (hake  at  the  noifeoFthe  horfemen,and  of 
the  wheels,  and  of  the  chariots,  w  hen  he  (hall  enter  into  tin- 
gates,  as  men  enter  into  a  city  wherein  is  made  a  breach. 
With  the  hoofs  of  his  horfes  fhall  he  tread  down  all  thy 
ftreets  :  he  fhall  flay  thy  people  by  the  fword,  and  thy  ftrong 
garrifons  fhall  go  down  to  the  ground.  And  they  fhall  make 
a  fpoilofthy  riches,  and  make  a  prey  of  thy  merchandife; 
and  they  fhall  break  down  thy  walls,  anddeftroy  thy  pleafant 
houfes:  and  they  fliall  lay  thy  ftoues,  and^thy  timber,  and 
thy  duft  in  the  midft  of  the  water.  And  I  will  caufe  the 
noife  of  thy  fangs  to  ceafe;  and  the  found  of  thy  harps  fliall 
be  no  more  heard.  And  I  will  make  thee  like  the  top  of  a 
rock,  thou  (halt  be  a  place  to  fpread  nets  upon  ;  thou  (halt 
be  built  no  more  :  lor  I  the  Lord  have  fpoken  it,  faith  the 
Lord  God.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  to  Tyrus,  Shall  not 
the  ifies  fhake  at  the  found  of  thy  fall,  when  the  wounded 
cry,  when  the  (laughter  is  made  in  the  midft  of  thee  r  Then 
all  the  princes  of  the  lea  fnall  comedown  from  their  thru: 
and  lay  a  way  their  robes,  and  put  oil"  their  broidered  garment  s ; 
they  ihall  clothe  themfelves  with  trembling,  they  fliall  fit 
upon  the  ground,  and  (hall  tremble  at  every  moment,  and  be 
aftonilhed  at  thee.  Ami  they  fliall  take  up  a  lamentation  foi 
thee,  and  fay  tolhce,  How  art  thou  deftroyed,that  waft  inha- 
bited of  featuring  men,  the  renowed  city,  which  was  ftrong  in 
the  fea,  fhe  and  her  inhabitants,  which  caufe  thiir  terror  to  be- 
on  all  that  haunt  it !  Now  fliall  the  Hies  tremble  in  the  day 
of  thy  fall ;  yea,  the  ifles  that  are  in  the  fea  fliall  be  troubled 
at  thy  departure.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God  :  When  I 
fliall  make  thee  a  defolate  city,  like  the  cities  that  are  not 
inhabited;  when  1  lhall  bring  up  the  deep  upon  thee,  and 
great  waters  fliall  cover  thee  ;  when  I  (hall  bring  thee  down 
with  them  that  defceqd  into  the  pit,  with  the  people  of  old 
time,  and  fhall  let  thee  in  the  low  parts  of  the  earth,  in  places 
d  .folate  of  old,  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit,  that  thou 
be  not  inhabited  ;  and  I  (hall  let  glory  in  the  land  of  the  living; 

ill  make  thee  a  terror,  and  thou  lhall  bono  more  :  though 
thou  be  fought  for,  yet  (halt  thou  never  be  found  again,  i. 
the  Lord  God. 

Now,    thou   fon   of    man,    take    up   a    lamentation   for 

Tyrus ;  and   lay  unto  Tyrus,   O  thou  that  art  fituate  at  the 

entry  ol  the  lea,  which  art  a  merchant  of  the  people  for 

.    i         Caith  tiie  Lord  God  ;  O  Tyrus,  thou  haft 

.,  I  am  of  |  -  rfe£t  beauty.    Tiiy  bonier.-  are  in  the  n 

. 
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of  the  feas,  thy  builders  have  perfected  thy  beauty.  They 
have  made  all  thy  Chip  boards  of  fir  trees  of  Senir :  they  have 
taken  cedars  from  Lebanon  to  make  marts  for  thee.  Of  the 
oaks  of  Baihan  have  they  made  thine  oars :  the  company  of 
the  Afhurites  have  made  thy  benches  of  ivory,  brought  out 
of  the  ifles  of  Chittim.  Fine  linen  with  broidered  work 
Irom  Egypt  was  that  which  thou  fpreadeft  forth  to  be  thy 
fail :  blue  and  purple  fron  the  ifles  of  Elifhah  was  that  which 
covered  thee.  The  inhabitants  of  Zidon  and  Arvad  were 
thy  marines :  thy  wife  men,  O  Tyrus,  that  were  in  thee, 
were  thy  pilots.  The  ancients  of  Gebal  and  the  wife  men 
thereof  were  in  thee  thy  calkers :  all  the  Chips  of  the  fea  with 
ti.eir  marines  were  in  thee  to  occupy  thy  merchandile. 
They  of  Perfia,  and  of  Lud,  and  of  Phut,  were  in  thine 
ajzoy,  thy  men  of  war,  they  hanged  the  fhield  and  helmet 
in  thee,  they  fet  forth  thy  comelinefs.  The  men  of  Arvad 
with  thine  army  were  upon  thy  walls  round  about,  and  the 
Gammadims  were  in  thy  towers  ;  they  hanged  their  Ihields 
upon  thy  walls  round  about :  they  have  made  thy  beauty 
perfecl.  Tarfhifh  was  thy  merchant  by  reafon  of  the  mul- 
titude of  all  kind  of  riches:  with  lilver,  iron,  tin,  and  lead 
they  traded  in  thy  fairs.  Javan,  Tubal,  and  Mefhech,  they 
were  thy  merchants :  they  traded  the  perfons  of  men  and 
velfels  of  brafs  in  thy  market.  They  of  the  houfe  of 
Togarmar  traded  in  thy  fairs  with  horfes,  and  horfemen, 
and  mules.  The  men  of  Dedan  were  thy  merchants :  many 
ifles  were  the  merchandile  of  thine  hand:  they  brought  thee 
for  a  prefent  horns  of  ivory  and  ebony.  Syria  was  thy 
merchant  by  reafon  of  the  multitude  of  the  wares  of  thy 
making :  they  occupied  in  thy  fairs  with  emeralds,  purple, 
and  broidered  work,  and  fine  linen,  and  coral,  and  agate. 
Judah,  and  the  land  of  Ifrael,  they  were  thy  merchants: 
they  traded  in  thy  market  wheat  of  Minnith,  and  Pannag, 
and  honey,  anil  oil,  and  balm.  Damafcus  was  thy  mer- 
chant in  the  multitude  of  the  wares  of  thy  making,  for  the 
multitude  of  all  riches;  in  the  wine  of  Helbon,  and  white 
wool.  Dan  alfo  and  Javan  going  to  and  fro  occupied  in  thy 
fairs:  bright  iron,  caflia,  and  calamus  were  in  thy  market. 
Dedan  was  thy  merchant  in  precious  clothes  for  chariots. 
Arabia,  and  all  the  princes  of  Kedar,  they  occupied  with 
thee  in  lambs,  and  rams,  and  goats;  in  thele  were  they  thy 
merchants.  The  merchants  of  Sheba  and  Raamah,  they 
were  thy  merchants  :  they  occupied  in  thy  fairs  with  chief 
of  all  fpices,  and  with  all  precious  fiones,  and  gold.  Haran, 
and  Canneh,  and  Eden,  the  merchants  of  Sheba,  Asfhur, 

and 
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and  Chilmad  were  thy  merchants.  Thefe  were  thy  mer- 
chants in  all  forts  of  things,  in  blue  clothes,  and  broidered 
work,  and  in  cherts  of  rich  apparel  bound  with  cords,  and 
made  of  cedar  among  thy  merchandife.  The  fhips  of 
Tarfhifh  did  fing  of  thee  in  thy  market ;  and  thou  wart: 
replenifhed  and  made  very  glorious  in  the  inidft  of  the  feas. 
Thy  rowers  have  brought  thee  into  great  waters :  the  eafl 
wind  hath  broken  thee,  in  the  midft  ol  the  feas.  Thy  riches, 
and  thy  fairs,  thy  merchandife,  thy  maimers,  and  thy 
pilots,  thy  calkers,  and  the  occupiers  of  thy  merchandife," 
and  all  thy  men  of  war  that  are  in  thee,  and  in  all  thy 
company  which  is  in  the  midft  of  thee,  fhall  fall  into  the 
midft  of  the  feas  in  the  day  of  thy  ruin.  The  fuburbs  fhall 
(hake  at  the  found  of  the  cry  of  thy  pilots.  And  all  that 
handle  the  oar,  the  mariners,  and  all  the  pilots  of  the  fea 
fhall  come  down  from  their  fhips,  they  fhall  ftand  upon  the 
land  :  and  lhall  caufe  their  voice  to  be  heard  againft  thee, 
and  fhall  cry  bitterly,  and  fhall  cart  up  duft  upon  their 
heads,  they  fhall  wallow  themfelves  in  the  allies:  and  they 
fhall  make  themfelves  utterly  bald  for  thee,  and  gird  them 
with  fackcloth,  and  they  fhall  weep  for  thee  with  bitternefs 
of  heart,  and  bitter  wailing.  And  in  their  wailing  they 
fhall  take  up  a  lamentation  for  thee,  and  lament  over  thee, 
faying,  What  city  is  like  Tyrus,  like  the  deftroyed  in  the 
midft  of  the  fea  r  When  thy  wares  went  forth  out  of  the 
the  feas,  thou  filledft  many  people  ;  thou  didit  enrich  the 
kings  of  the  earth  with  the  multitude  of  thy  riches  and  of 
thy  merchandife.  In  the  time  when  thou  Ihalt  be  broken 
by  the  feas  in  the  depth  of  the  waters,  thy  merchandife  and 
all  thy  company  in  the  midft  of  thee  ihall  fall.  All  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ifles  fhall  be  artonilhed  at  thee,  and  their 
kings  fhall  be  fore  afraid,  they  fhall  be  troubled  in  their 
countenance.  The  merchants  among  the  people  fhall  hils 
at  thee:  thou  fhalt  be  a  tenor,  and  never  (halt  be  any  more. 
Son  of  man,  Fay  unto  the  prince  of  Tyrus,  Thus  faith  the 
1  ord  God  ;  Becaufe  thine  heart  is  lifted  \}p,  and  thou  haft 
:iid,  1  am  a  god,  1  lit  in  the  feat  of  God  in  the  midft  of 
the  feas;  yet  then  art  a  man,  and  not  God,  though  thou  let 
thine  heart  as  the  heart  of  God  :  behold,  thou  ait  wifer 
than  Daniel;  there  is  no  fee  ret  that  they  can  hide  from 
thee:  with  thy  wildom  and  with  thine  underftanding 
thou  haft  gotten  thee  riches,  and  haft  gotten  gold 
and  filver  into  thy  treafures:  by  thy  great  wifdom 
and  bv  thy  trafRck  haft  thou  incrfeafed  thy  riches,  and 
thine  heart  is  lilted  up  becaule  of  thy   riches:    therefore 

thus 
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thus  faith  the  Lord  God ;  Becaufe  thou  haft  fet  thine  heart 
as  the  heart  of  God :  behold  therefore,  1  will  bring  ftrangers 
upon  thee,  the  terrible  of  the  nations:  and  they  fhall  draw 
their  fwords  againft  the  beauty  of  thy  wifdom,  and  they 
drill  defile  thy  brightnefs.  They  fhall  bring  thee  down  to 
the  pit,  and  thou  (halt  die  the  death  of  them  that  are  (lain 
in  the  midft  of  the  leas.  Wilt  thou  yet  fay  before  him  that 
fhyeth  thee,  I  am  God  ?  but  thou  {halt  be  a  man,  and  no 
God,  in  the  hand  of  him  that  flayeth  thee.  Thou  fhalt 
die  the  death  of  the  uncircurncifed,  by  the  hand  of 
ftrangers:  for  I  have  fpoken  it,  faith  the  Lord  God.  Son 
of  man,  take  up  a  lamentation  upon  the  king  of  Tyrus,  and 
fay  unto  him,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God ;  thou  fealeft  up 
the  fum,  full  of  wifdom,  and  perfect  in  beauty.  Thou  hall 
been  in  Eden  the  garden  of  God :  every  precious  ftone  was 
thy  covering,  the  fardius,  topaz,  and  the  diamond,  the 
beryl,  the  onyx,  and  the  jafper,  the  fapphire,  the  emerald, 
and  the  carbuncle,  and  gold  :  the  workmanfhip  of  thy  tabrets 
and  of  thy  pipes  was  prepared  in  thee  in  the  day  that  thou 
waft  created.  Thou  art  the  anointed  cherub  that  covereth: 
and  I  have  fet  thee  fo:  thou  waft  upon  the  holy  mountain 
of  God  :  thou  haft  walked  up  and  down  in  the  midft  of  the 
ftones  of  fire.  Thou  waft  perfect  in  thy  ways  from  the  day 
that  thou  waft  created  till  iniquity  was  found  in  thee.  By 
the  multitude  of  thy  merchandife  they  have  filled  the  midft 
of  thee  with  violence,  and  thou  haft  finned:  therefore  I  will 
caft  thee  as  profane  out  of  the  mountain  of  God  :  and  I  will 
deftroy  thee,  O  covering  cherub,  from  the  midft  of  the 
ftones  of  fire.  Thine  heart  was  lifted  up  becaufe  of  thy 
beauty,  thou  haft  corrupted  thy  wifdom  by  reafon  of  thy 
brightnefs:  I  will  caft  thee  to  the  ground,  1  will  lay  thee 
before  kings  that  they'may  behold  thee.  Thou  haft  defiled 
thy  fanctuaries  by  the  multitude  of  thine  iniquities,  by  the 
iniquity  of  thy  traffick  :  therefore  will  I  bring  forth  a  fire 
from  the  midft  of  thee,  it  fhall  devour  thee,  and  I  will 
bring  thee  to  allies  upon  the  earth  in  the  fight  of  all  them 
that  behold  thee.  All  they  that  know  thee  among  the 
people  fhall  be  aftonifhed  at  thee  ;  thou  fhalt  be  a  terror, 
and  never  fhalt  thou  be  any  more.  Son  of  man,  fet  thy 
face  againft  Zidon,  and  prophely  againft  it,  and  fay,  Thus 
faith  the  Lord  God  :  behold,  I  am  againft  thee,  O  Zidon; 
and  1  will  be  glorified  in  the  midft  of  thee,  and  they  fhall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  fTuill  have  executed  judg- 
ments in  her,  and  fli.ill  be  fanctified  in  her.  For  I  will  fend 
into  her  pcftilence,   and  blood  into   her  ftreets ;  and  the 

wounded 
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wounded  fhall  be  judged  in  the  midft  of  her  by  the  fword 
upon  her  on  every  fide;  and  they  (hall  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord.  And  there  fliall  be  no  more  a  pricking  brier  unto 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  nor  any  grieving  thorn  of  all  that  are 
round  about  them  that  defpiled  them  ;  and  they  lhall  know- 
that  I  am  the  Lord  God.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ;  When 
I  fhall  have  gathered  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  from  the  people 
among  whom  they  are  fcattered,  and  fhall  be  fan&ified  in 
them  in  the  fight  of  the  heathen,  then  (hall  they  dwell  in 
their  land  that  I  have  given  to  my  fervant  Jacob.  And  they 
fhall  dwell  lately  therein,  and  fhall  build  houfes,  and  plant 
vineyards:  yea,  they  fhall  dwell  with  con6dence,  when  I 
have  executed  judgments  upon  all  thofe  that  defpife  them 
round  about  them;  and  they  lhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord 
their  God.  Ezekiel  26,  27,  and  28th  chapter. 


Definition  of  Moab. 

THE  burden  of  Moab.  Becaufe  in  the  night  Ar  of 
Moab  is  laid  wafte  and  brought  to  lilence  ;  becaufe  in  the 
night  Kir  of  Moab  is  laid  wafte,  and  brought  to  filence :  he 
is  gone  to  13ajith  and  to  Dibon,  the  high  places,  to  weep  ; 
Moab  fhall  howl  over  Ncbo,  and  over  Medeba ;  on  all  their 
heads  fhall  be  baldnefs,  and  every  beard  cut  off.  In  their 
ttreets  they  (hall  gird  themfelves  with  fackcloth :  on  the  tops 
of  their  houfes  and  in  their  ftreets  every  one  fhall  howl, 
weeping  abundantly.  And  Helhbon  fhall  cry,  and  Elealeh  : 
their  voice  lhall  be  heard  even  unto  Jahaz :  therefore  the 
armed  foldiers  of  Moab  fhall  cry  out;  his  life  lhall  be 
mievous  unto  him.  My  heart  fhall  cry  out  for  Moab  :  his 
fugitives  (hall  flee  unto  Zoar,  an  heifer  of  three  years  old  : 
for  by  the  mounting  up  of  Luhith  with  weeping  fhall  they 
go  it  up;  for  in  the  way  of  Horonaim  they  Ihcll  arife  up  a 
uv  of  dellruction.  For  the  waters  of  Nimrim  (hall  be  delo- 
late:  for  the  hay  \i  withered  away,  the  grafs  faileth,  there 
is  no  green  thing.  Therefore  the  abundance  they  have 
gotten,"  and  that  which  they  have  laid  up,  fhall  they  carry- 
away  to  the  brook  of  the  willows.  For  the  cry  is  gone  round 
about  the  borders  of  Moab:  the  howling  thereof  unto  Eg- 
iaim,  and  the  howling  thereof  unto  Beer-elim.  For  ti  1 
waters  of  Dimon  lhalf  be  full  of  blood:  for  1  will  bring 
more  upon  Dimon,  lions  upon  him  that  clcapeth  or  Moab, 
and  upon  the  remnant  of  the  land. 

Send 
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Send  ye  the  lamb  to  the  ruler  of  the  land  from  Sela  to  the 
wildernefs,  unto  the  mount  of  the  daughter  of  Zion.  For 
it  fhall  be,  that,  as  a  wandering  bird  caft  out  of  the  neft,  fb 
the  daughters  of  Moab  fhall  be  at  the  fords  of  Arnon. 
Takecounfel,  execute  Judgement ;  make  thy  fhadow  as  the 
night  in  the  midft  of  the  noon-day;  hide  the  outcafls, 
bewray  not  him  that  wandereth.  Let  mine  outcafts  dwell 
with  thee,  Moab ;  be  thou  a  covert  to  them  from  the  face 
of  the  fpoiler  :  for  the  extortioner  is  at  an  end,  the  fpoiler 
ceafeth,  the  oppreffors  are  confirmed  out  of  the  land.  And 
in  mercy  fhall  the  throne  be  eftablifhed  :  and  he  fhall  fit 
upon  it  in  truth  in  the  tabernacle  of  David,  judging  and 
feekirig  judgment,  and  hading  righteoufnefs.  We  have 
heard  of  the  pride  of  Moab  ;  he  is  very  proud  ;  even  of  his 
haughtinefs,  and  his  pride,  and  his  wrath  :  but  his  lies  fhall 
not  be  fo.  Therefore  (hall  Moab  howl  for  Moab,  every  one 
(hall  howl :  for  the  foundations  of  Kir-harefeth  fhall  ye 
mourn,  finely  they  are  ftricken.  For  the  fields  of  Hefhbon 
languiih,  and  the  vine  of  .Sibmah  :  the  Lords  of  the  Heathen 
have  broken  down  the  principal  plants  thereof,  they  are 
come  even  unto  Jazer,  they  wandered  through  the  wilder- 
nefs:  her  branches  are  ftretched  out,  they  are  gone  over  the 
fea.  Therefore  I  will  bewail  with  the  weeping  of  Jazer  the 
vine  of  Sibmah  :  I  will  water  thee  with  my  tears",  O  Hefh- 
bon, and  Elealeh  :  for  the  fhouting  for  thy  fummer  fruits, 
and  for  thy  harvell  is  fallen.  And  gladnefs  is  taken  away, 
and  joy  out  of  a  plentiful  field  ;  and  in  the  vineyards 
there  (pall  be  no  finging,  neither  {hall  there  be  fhouting : 
the  treaders  (hall  tread  out  no  wine  in  their  pveflesr;  I  have 
made  their  vintage  fhouting  to  ceafe.  Wherefore  my  bu\ 
fhall  found  like  an  harp  for  Moab,  and  mine  inward  part? 
for  Kir-harefh.  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  when  it  is  feen 
that  Moab  is  weary  on  the  high  place,  that  he  fiv.il  come  to 
his  fancTtuary  to  pray  ;  but  he  fhall  not  prevail.  This  is  the 
word  that  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  concerning  Moab  fince  that 
time.  But  now  the  Lord  hath  fpoken,  faying.  Within  three 
years,  as  the  years  of  an  hireling,  and  the  glory  of  Moab 
fhall  be  contemned,  with  all  that  great  multitude :  and  the 
remnant  fhall  be  very  fmall  and  feeble. 

Ifaiah  15  and  i6i!i  chapter:, 


WOE  untoNebo!    for  it  is  fpoiled  :  Kiriathaim  is  con- 
founded and  taken ;    Mifgab  is  confounded  and  difmayed. 

There 
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There  fhall  be  no  more  praife  of  Moab :  in  Hefhboti  I 
have  deviled  evil  againfrit;  come,  and  let  us  cut  it  off  from 
being  a  nation.  Alfo  thou  (halt  be  cut  down,  O  Madmen  ; 
the  iword  ilia  J 1  purfue  thee.  A  voice  of  crying  fhall  be 
from  Horonaim,  fpoiiing  and  great  deftruction.  Moab  is 
deflroyed ;  her  little  ones  have  caufed  a  cry  to  be  heard. 
For  in  the  going  up  of  Luhith  continual  weeping  ihall  go 
up;  for  in  the  going  down  of  Horonaim  the  enemies  have 
heard  a  cry  of  definition.  Flee,  fave  your  lives,  and  be 
like  the  heath  in  the  wildernels.  For  becaufe  thou  haft 
t  ruffed  in  thy  works  and  in  thy  treafures,  thou  ihalt  alfo 
betaken:  and  Chemolh  (hall  go  forth  into  captivity  with 
his  priefts  and  his  princes  together.  And  the  fpoiler  fhall 
come  upon  every  city,  and  no  city  fhall  efcape  ;  the  valley 
alio  fhall  peri(h,  and  the  plain  fhall  be  deftroyed,  as  the 
Lord  hath  fpoken.  Give  wings  unto  Moab,  that  it  may 
tlee  and  get  away ;  for  the  cities  thereof  fhall  be  defolate, 
without  any  to  dwell  therein.  Curfed  be  he  that  doeth  the 
work  of  the  Lord  deceitfully,  and  curfed  be  he  that  keepeth 
back  his  fword  from  blood.  Moab  hath  been  at  eafe  from 
his  youth,  and  he  hath  fettled  on  his  Jees,  and  hath  not 
been  emptied  from  vellel  to  veffel,  neither  hath  he  gone 
into  captivity  :  therefore  his  tafte  remained  in  him,  and 
his  fcent  is  not  changed.  Therefore,  behold,  the  days 
come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  1  will  fend  unto  him  wanderers, 
that  lhall  caufe  him  to  wander,  and  ill  all  empty  his  veifels, 
and  break  their  bottles.  And  Moab  fhall  be  afhamed  of 
Chemofh,  as  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  was  afhamed  of  Beth-el 
their  cpnfidence.  How  fay  ye,  We  are  mighty,  and  ftrong 
men  lor  the  war?  Moab  is  (polled,  and  gone  up  out  of  her 
cities,  and  his  chofen  young  men  are  gone  down  to  the 
fl  iiighter,  faith  the,  King,  whole  name  is  The  Lord  of  hofts. 
The  calamity  of  Moab  is  near  to  come,  and  his  affliction 
hafteth  fall.  All  ye  that  are  about  him  bemoan  him  ;  and 
all  ye  that  know  his  name,  fay,  How  is  the  ftrong  flaff 
broken,  and  the  beautiful  rod  !  Thou  daughter  that  doft 
inhabit  Dibon,  come  down  from  thy  gloiy,  and  fit  in 
thirft ;  lor  the  ipoiier  of  Moab  fhall  come  upon  thee,  and 
he  lhall  deftroy  thy  ftrong  holds.  O  inhabitant  of  Aroer, 
(land  by  the  way  and  c!py  :  afk  him  that  fleet h,  and  her 
that  clcapeth,  and  fay,  What  is  done?  Moab  is  confound- 
ed ^  for  it  is  broker,  down:  howl,  and  cry;  tell  ye  it  in 
Amor),  that  Moab  is  Ipoiled,  and  judgment  is  come  U] 
the  plain  country  ;  upon  Holon,  and  upon  Jahazah,  . 
upon  Mephaath,  and  upon  Dibon,  and  upon  N;.bo,  ind  upon 

Beth- 
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D.th-dibl  tthaim,   and    upon    Kiriathaim,    and   upon    Beth* 
gamul,  and  upon  Beth  meon,  and  upon  Kerioth,  and  upon 
Bozrah :  and  upon  all  the  cities  of  the  land  of  Moab,  far  or 
near.     The  horn  of  Moab  is  cut  oil,  and  his  arm  is  broken, 
faith  the  Lord.     Make  ye  him  drunken;  for  he  magnified 
himlelf  againft   the   Loid.     Moab  alfo  fhall  wallow  in  his 
vomit,  and  he  alfo  (hall  be  in  derijion.     For  was  not  Ifrael 
a  derifion  unto  thee  ;  was  he  found  among  thieves?  for  fince 
thou   fpakeft   of  him,  thou    fkippedft,  for  joy.     O  ye  that 
dwell  in  Moab,  leave  the  cities,  and  dwell  in  the  rock,  and 
be  like  the  dove  that  maketh  her  neft  in  the  fides  of  the 
hole's  mouth.     We  have  heard  the  pride  of  Moab,  he  is 
exceeding  proud  ;  his  loftinefs,  and  his  arrogancy,  and  his 
pride,  and  the  haughtinefs  of  his  heart.     I  know  his  wrath, 
faith  the  Lord  :  but  it  mall  not  be  fo ;  his  lies  fhall  not  lb 
effect  it.     Therefore  will  I  howl  for  Moab,  and  I  will  cry- 
out  for  all  Moab ;  mine  heart  fhall  mourn   for  the  men  of 
Kir-heres.     O  vine  of  Sibmah,  I  will  weep  for  thee  with  the 
weeping  of  Jazer:  thy  plants   are  gone  over  the  fea,   they 
reach  even  to  the  fea  of  Jazer  :  the  lpoiler  is  fallen  upon  thy 
lummer  fruits  and  upon  thy  vintage.     And  joy  and  glad- 
nefs  is  taken  from  the  plentiful  field,  and  from-  the  land  of 
Moab  :  and  I  have  caufed  wine  to  fail  from  the  wine  prefles  : 
none  fhall  tread  with  fhouting;  their   fhouting  fhall  be  no 
fhouting.     From  the  cry  of  Hefhbon,  even  unto  Elealeh, 
and  even  unto  Jahaz,  have  they  uttered   their  voice,  from 
Zoar,  even  unto  Horonaim,  as  an  heifer  of  three  years  old, 
for  the  waters  alfo  of  Nimrim  fhall  be  defolate.     Moreover, 
I  will  caufe  to  ceafe   in  Moab,  faith  the  Lojd,  him   that 
offereth  in  the  high  places,  and  him  that  burneth  incenfe  to 
his  gods.     Therefore  mine  heart  fhall  found  for  Moab  like 
pipes,    and   mine    heart  fhall   found    like    pipes   for    the 
men    of    Ker-heres :     becaufe    the    riches    that     he    hath 
gotten    are  perilhed.     For  every   head  fhall  be   bald,    and 
every  beard  clipped  :  upon  all  the  hands  fliall  be  cuttings, 
and  upon  the  loins  fack-cloth.     There  fhall  be  lamentation 
generally  upon  all  the  houfe-tops   of  Moab,  and   in   the 
ftreets  thereof:  for  I  have  broken  Moab  like  a  veifel  where- 
in is  no  plealure,  faith  the  Lord.     They  fhall  howl,  faying, 
How  is  it  broken  down  ?  how  hath   Moab  turned  the  back 
with  fhame?   fo   fhall  Moab  be  a  derifion  and  a  difmaying 
to  all  them  about  him.     For  thus  faith  the  Lord  ;  Behold, 
he  fhall  fiy  as  an  eagle,  and  fhall   fpread   his  wings   ovei 
Moab.     Kerioth  is  taken,  and  the  ftrong  holds  are  furprifed, 
and  the  mighty  men's  hearts  in  Moab  at  that  day  fhall  be  as 
the  heart  of  a  woman  in  her  pangs.     And  Moab  fhall  be 
Vol.  III.  C  c  deftrcyed 
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dt-ftroyed  from  being  a  people,  becaufe  he  hath  magnified 
himfelf  againft  the  Lord.  Fear,  and  the  pit,  and  the  fnare, 
fhall  be  upon  thee,  O  inhabitant  or"  Moab,  faith  the  Lord. 
He  that  fleeth  from  the  fear  fhall  fall  into  the  pit  ;  and  he 
that  getteth  up  out  of  the  pit  fhall  be  taken  in  the  fnare  : 
for  I  will  bring  upon  it,  even  upon  Moab,  the  year  of  their 
vilitation,  laith  the  Lord.  They  that  fled  ftood  under  the 
fhadow  of  Hefhbon,  becaufe  of  the  force;  but  a  fire  fhall 
come  forth  out  of  Helhbon,  and  a  flame  from  the  midft  of 
Sihon,  and  fhall  devour  the  corner  of  Moab,  and  the  crown 
of  the  head  of  the  tumultuous  ones.  Woe  be  unto  thee, 
O  Moab!  the  people  of  Chemofh  perifheth  :  for  thy  fons 
are  taken  captives,  and  thy  daughters  captives.  Yet  will  I 
bring  again  the  captivity  of  Moab  in  the  latter  days,  faith 
the  Lord.     Thus  far  is  the  judgment  of  Moab. 

Jeremiah  48th  chapter. 


Prophecies  concerning  Egypt  and  Ethiopia. 
THE  burden  of  Egypt.  Behold,  the  Lord  rideth  upon  a 
fwift  cloud,  and  fhall  come  into  Egypt,  and  the  idols  of 
Egypt  fhall  be  moved  at  his  prefence,  and  the  heart  of  Egypt 
(hall  melt  in  the  midft  of  it.  And  I  will  fet  the  Egyptians 
againft  the  Egyptians  :  and  they  fhall  fight  every  one  againft 
his  brother,  and  every  one  againft  his  neighbour ;  city  againft 
rily,  and  kingdom  againft  kingdom.  And  the  fpirit  of  Egypt 
lhall  fail  in  the  midft  thereof,  and  I  will  deilroy  the  counlel 
thereof :  and  they  fhall  feek  to  the  idols,  and  to  the 
charmers,  and  to  them  that  have  familiar  fpirits,  and  to  the 
wizards.  And  the  Egyptians  will  I  give  over  into  the  hand 
ol  .1  cruel  lord  ;  and  a  fierce  king  fhall  rule  over  them,  faith 
the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  hofts.  And  the  waters  fhall  fail  from 
the  lea,  and  the  rivers  fhall  be  wafted  and  dried  up.  And 
they  fhall  turn  the  rivers  far  away,  and  the  brooks  of  defence 
fliall  be  emptied  and  dried  up :  the  reeds  and  flags  fhall 
wither.  The  paper-reeds  by  the  brooks,  by  the  mouth  of 
the  brooks,  and  every  thing  fown  by  the  brooks  fhall  wither, 
be  driven  away,  and  be  no  more.  The  fifhers  alio  fliall 
mourn,  and  all  they  that  caft  angle  into  the  brooks  fhall 
lament,  andtheythat  fpread  nets  upon  the  waters  lhall  languid). 
Mpreovet,  they  that  work  in  fine  flax,  and  they  that  weave 
nct-woi  ks  Hull  he  confounded.  And  they  fhall  be  broken  in 
the  puipoics  thereof*  all  tiut  make  flukes  and  ponds  for 
hth  .     Surely  the  princes  of  Zoan  are  fools,  the  counfel  of  the 

wife 
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wife  counfellors  of  Pharaoh  is  become  brutilh  :  how  fay  ye 
unto  Pharaoh,   I  am  the  fon  of  the  wife,  the  fon  of  ancient 
kings  ?  Where  are  they  ?  where  are  thy  wife  men?   and   let 
them  tell  thee  now,  and  let  them  know  what  the  Lord  of 
hofts  hath  purpofed  upon  Egypt.     The  princes  of  Zoan  are 
become  fools,  the  princes  of  Noph  are  deceived,  they  have 
alfo  feduced  Egypt,  even  they  that  are  the  fray  of  the  tribe* 
thereof.     The  Lord  hath  mingled  a  perverfe  fpirit  in  the 
midft  thereof  :  and  they  have  caufed  Egypt  to  err  in  every 
work  thereof,  as  a  drunken  man   ftaggereth  in  his  vomit. 
Neither  fhall  there  be  any  work  for  Egypt,  which  the  head  or 
tail,  branch  or  rufh  may  do.     In  that  day  fhall  Egypt  be  like 
unto  women  :  and  it  fhall  be  afraid  and  fear,  becaufe  of  the 
fhakingof  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  which  he  fhaketh 
over  it.     And  the  land  of  Judah  (hall  be  a  terror  unto  Egypt, 
every  one  that  maketh  mention  thereof,  fhall  be  afraid  in 
himlelf ;  becaufe  of  thecounfel  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  which 
he  hath  determined  againft  it.     In  that  day  fhall  five  cities  in 
the  land  of  Egypt  fpeak  the  language  of  Canaan,  and  fwear 
to  the  Lord^of  hofts:  one  fhall  be  called,  The  city  of  de- 
finition.    In  that  day  fhall  there  be  an  altar  to  the  Lord  in 
the  midft  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  a  pillar  at  the  border 
thereof  to  the  Lord.     And  it  fhall  be  for  a  fign,  and  for  a 
witnefsjunto  the  Lord  of  hofts  in  the  land  of  Egypt:  for 
they  fhall  cry  unto  the  Lord  becaufe  of  the  oppreffors,   and 
he  fhall  fend  them  a  faviour  and  a  great  one,  and  he  fhall 
deliver  them.     And  the  Lord  fhall  be  known  to  Egypt,  and 
the  Egyptians  fhall  know  the  Lord  in  that  day,  and  fhall  do 
facrifice     and    oblation  ;     yea,     they   fhall    vow    a     vow 
unto  the  Lord,  and  perform  it.     And  the  Lord  fhall  finite 
Egypt,  he  mall  finite  and  heal  it,  and  they  {hall  return  even 
to  the  Lord,  and  he  fhall     be    entreated  of    them,    and 
fhall  heal  them.     In  that  day  fhall  there  be  a  highway  out  of 
Egypt,   to  Alfyria,  and  the  Affyrian  fhall  come  into  Egypt, 
and  the  Egyptian  into  Affyria,  and  the  Egyptians  fhall  ierve 
with  the  Aifyrians.     In  that  day  fhall  Ifrael  be  the  third  with 
Egypt,  and  with  Affyria,  even  a  bletfing  in  the  midft  of  the 
land  :    whom  the  Lord  of  hofts  fhall  blefs,  faying,  Blefied  be 
Egypt  my  people,  and  Affyria  the  work  of  my  hands,   and 
Ifrael  mine  inheritance.  IJaiah  igth  chapter. 


THE  word  of  the   Lord   which  came  to  Jeremiah  the 

prophet  againft    the  Gentiles ;     againft  Egypt,  againft  the 

C  c  2  army 
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army   of  Pharaoh -necho  king  of   Egypt,   which  was  by  the 
river  Euphrates  in  Carchemilh,   which  Nebuchadrezzar  king 
of  Babylon  i'mote  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim  the  ion  ot 
Joliah  king  of  Judith.     Order  ye  the  buckler  and  ihield,    and 
draw    near  to* battle.     Harnels  the  horfes,  and  get  up,   >e 
hovfemen,   and   (land  forth  with   your  helmets,   furbifh  the 
tjjears,  and  put  on  thebrigandines,     Wherefore  have  I  feen 
them  dilmayed,  and   turned   away  back?  and  their  mighty 
ones   are  beaten  down,  and  are   fled    apace,  and    look  not 
back  :    for  fear  was  round  about,    faith  the  Lord.     Let  not 
the  fwift  flee  away,  nor  the  mighty  man  elcape  ;    they  (hall 
ftutiible  and   tali  toward  the  north  by  the  river  Euphrates. 
Who  is  this  that  cometh  upas  a  flood,  whofe  waters  are  mov- 
ed as  the  rivers  V  Egypt  rifeth  up  like  a  flood,  and  his  waters 
are  moved  like  the  rivers,  and  he  faith,  1  will  go  up,  and  will 
cover  the  earth,  I  will  deftroy  the  city,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof.     Come  up,  ye  horfes,  and  rage,  ye  chariots,  and  let 
the    mighty   men    come    forth,    the    Ethiopians    and   the 
Lybians,    that   handle  the  Ihield,    and   the  Lydians,  that 
handle  and  bend  the  bow.     For  this  is  the  day   of  the  Lord 
God  of  hoft%  a  day  of  vengeance,  that  he  may  avenge  him 
of  his   adverfarics :  and  the  (word  (hall  devour,  and  it  fhall 
be  fatiate,  and  made  drunk  with  their  blood  :  for  the  Lord 
God  of  hods  hath  a  facrifice  in  the  north  country  by   the 
river  Euphrates.     Go  up  into  Gilead,  and   take  balm,     O 
virgin  the  daughter  of  Egypt  :   in  vain  (halt  thou  ufe  many 
medicines  :  for  thou  (halt  not  be  cured.     The  nations  have 
heard  of  thy  fhaine,  and  thy  cry  hath    (riled  the   land  :  for 
the  mighty  man  hath  Rumbled  againft  the  mighty,    and  they 
are  fallen  both  together.  The  word  that  the  Lord  (pake  to  Je- 
remiah the  prophet,  how  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon 
fhould  come  and  (mite  the  land  of  Egypt.  Declareye  in  Egypt 
and  publiihin  Migdol,  and  publish  in  Noph,  and  in  Tah- 
panhes:  fay  ye,  $tand   faft,  and  prepare  thee;  for  the  (word 
(hall  devour   round  about   thee.  Why  are  thy  valiant   men 
Iwept     away;  they   flood  not,  becauie   the  Lord  did  drive 
thern.     He  m  ide  many  to  fall,  yea,  one  fell  upon  another, 
and    they    (aid,    Ariie,   and    let    us    go  again  to    our    own 
people,    and    to    the    land     of    our     nativity,    from     the 
opprelling   fwoid.     They  did  cry   there,    Pharaoh   king    of 
5  pt  is  but  a  nolle,   he  hath  palled  the  time  appointed.  As 
I  live,  faith  the  King,   whole  name  is   the    Lord   of  hods, 
Surely  is  among  the  mountains,  and  as  Carmel  by 

the  (era,  fo  (hall  he  come.  Oh  thou  daughter  dwelling  in 
Egypt,  furnifh  ttiyfelf  frb  go  into  captivity  :  for  Noph  fhall 
be  vvalte  and  de folate  without  an  inhabitant.     Egypt  is  like 

a  very 
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a  very  fair  heifer,  but  definition  cometh  :  it  cometh  out  of 
the  north.  Alfo  her  hired  men  are  in  the  midft  of  her,  like 
fatted  bullocks,  for  they  alfo  are  turned  back,  and  are  fled 
away  together  ;  they  did  not  (land,  becaufe  the  day  of 
their  calamity  was  come  upon  them,  and  the  time  of  their 
vifitation.  The  voice  thereof  fhall  go  like  a  ferpent,  for  they 
fhall  march  with  an  army,  and  come  againft  her  with  axes, 
as  hewers  of  wood.  They  fhall  cut  down  her  foreft,  faith 
the  Lord,  though  it  cannot  be  fearched,  becaufe  they  are 
more  than  the  grafshoppers,  and  are  innumerable.  The 
daughter  of  Egypt  fhall  be  confounded,  (lie  (hall  be  delivered 
into  the  hand  of  the  people  of  the  north.  The  Lord  of 
hofts,  the  God  of  llrael  faith,  Behold,  I  will  punifh  the 
multitude  of  No,  and  Pharaoh,  and  Egypt,  with  their 
gods,  and  their  kings,  even  Pharaoh,  and  all  them  that  trull 
in  him.  And  I  will  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  thole 
that  feek  their  lives,  and  into  the  hand  of  Nebuchadrezzar 
king  of  Babylon,  and  into  the  land  of  his  fervants  :  and  af- 
terwards it  lhall  be  inhabited,  as  in  the  days  of  old,  faith 
the  Lord.  But  fear  not  thou,  O  my  fervant  Jacob,  and  be 
not  difmayed,  O  Ifrael  ;  for  behold,  1  will  lave  thee  from 
afar  off,  and  thy  feed  from  the  land  of  their  captivity,  and 
Jacob  fhall  return,  and  be  in  reft  and  at  eale,  and  none  fhall 
make  him  afraid.  Fear  thou  not,  O  Jacob  my  fervant,  faith 
the  Lord,  for  I  am  with  thee,  for  I  will  make  a  full  end  of 
all  the  nations  whither  I  have  driven  thee,  but  I  will  not 
make  a  full  end  of  thee,  but  correcT.  thee  in  meafure,  yet 
will  I  not  leave  thee  wholly  unpunifhed.    Jeremiah  46th  chap. 


S  ON  of  man,  fet  thy  face  againft  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt, 
and  prophely  againft  him,  andagunft  all  Egypt.  Speak  and 
fay,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  am  againft  thee, 
Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  the  great  dragon  that  lieth  in  the 
midft  of  his  rivers,  which  hath  laid,  My  river  is  mine  own, 
and  I  have  made  it  for  myfelf.  But  I  will  put  hooks  in  thy 
jaws,  and  I  will  caufe  the  fifh  of  thy  rivers  to  ftick  upon  thy 
leases,  and  I  will  bring  thee  up  out  of  the  midft  of  thy 
rivers,  and  all  the  filh  of  thy  rivers  lhall  ftick  unto  thy 
fcales.  And  I  will  leave  thee  thrown  into  the  wildemefs, 
thee  and  all  the  fifh  of  thy  rivers;  thou  flialt  fall  upon 
the  open  fields,  thou  fhalt  not  be  brought  together,  nor 
gathered  :  1  have  given  thee  for  meat  to  the  beafts  of  the 
field,  and  to  the  fowls  of  the  heaven.  And  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Egypt  fhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  becaufe 
they  have  been  a  ftaff  of  reed  to  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.  When 
C  c  3  they 
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they  took  hold  of  thee  by  thy  hand,  thou  didft  break  and 
rend  all  their  fhoulder :  and  when  they   eaned  upon  thee, 
thou  brakeft,  and  madeft  all  their  loins  to  be  at  a  ftand. 
Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,   I  will  bring  a 
iword  upon  thee,  and  cut  off  man  and  bead  out  of  thee. 
And  the  land  of  Egypt  (hall  be  defolate  and  wafte,  and  they 
fhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  ;  becaufe  he  hath  faid,  The 
river  is  mine,  and  I  have  made  it.     Behold  therefore,  I  am 
againft  thee,  and  againft  thy  rivers,   and  I  will  makethe  land 
of  Egypt   utterly  wafte,  and   defolate,  from  the   tower  of 
Syene  even  unto  the  border  of  Ethiopia.     No  foot  of  man 
fhall  pafs  through  it,  nor  foot  of  beaft  (hall  pafs  through  it, 
neither  fhall  it  be  inhabited  forty   years.     And  I  will  make 
the  land  of  Egypt  defolate  in  the  midft  of  the  countries  that 
are  defolate,  and  her  cities  among  the  cities  that  are  laid  wafte, 
ihall  be  defolate  forty  years  :   and  I  will  fcatter  the  Egyptians 
among  the  nations,  and  will  difperfe  them  through  the 
countries.     Yet  thus  faith  the   Lord  God,  At  the  end   of 
forty  years  will  I  gather  the  Egyptians   from   the  people 
whither  they   were  icattered.  And   I   will  bring  again   the 
captivity  of  Egypt,   and  will  caufe  them   to  return  into  the 
land  of  Pathros,    into   the  land    of  their  habitation,  and 
they  fhall  be  there  a  bafe  kingdom.     It  (hall  be  the  bafeft  of 
the   kingdoms,   neither  fhall  it  exalt  itfelf  any  more  above 
the  nations :  for  1  will  diminifh  them,  that  they  (hall   no 
more  rule  over  the  nations.     And  it  (hall  be  no  more  the 
confidence  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  which  bringeth  their  in- 
iquity to  remembrance,   when   they  fhall  look  after  them  : 
but  they  fhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  God.     Son  of  man, 
Nebuchadrezzar    king    of   Babylon    caufed     his    army    to 
ferve     a    great   fervice     againft  Tyrus  :     every    head    was 
made  bald,    and  every  fhoulder  was  peeled :  yet  had  he  no 
wages,    nor  his   army  for  Tyrus,    for  the    fervice    that  he 
had  ferved  againft  it.     Therefore,  thus  faith  the  Lord  God, 
Behold,   I  will  give  the  land  of  Egypt  unto  Nebuchadrezzar 
king  of  Babylon,  and  he  fhall  take  her  multitude,   and  take 
her  fpoil,  and  take  her  prey,  and  it  fhall  be  the  wages  for  his 
army.     I  have  given  him  the  land  of  Egypt  for  his  labour 
wherewith  he  ferved  againft  it,  becaufe  they  wrought  for  me, 
faith  the  Lord  God.     In  that  day  will  I  caufe  the  horn  of 
the  houfe  of  Ifrael,   to  bud  forth,  and  1  will  give   thee  the 
opening  of  the    mouth  in   the  midft  of  them,   and  they 
fhall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  Ezekiel  29th    chapter. 


SON 
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SON  of  man,  prophefyand  fay,  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  ; 
H6wl  ye,  woe  worth  the  day.  For  the  day  is  near,  even  the 
clay  of  the  Lord  is  near,  a  cloudy  day,  it  lhall  be  the  time 
of  the  heathen.  And  the  fword  fhall  come  upon  Egypt, 
and  great  pain  fhall  be  in  Ethiopia,  when  the  flain  fhall  fall 
in  Egypt,  and  they  fhall  take  away  her  multitude,  and  her 
foundations  fhall  be  broken  down.  Ethiopia,  and  Lybia,  and 
Lydia,  and  all  the  mingled  people,  and  Chub,  and  the  men 
of  the  land  that  is  in  league,  ihall  fall  with  them  by  the 
fword.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  They  alio  that  uphold  Egypt 
fhall  fall,  and  the  pride  of  her  power  fhall  come  down  :  from 
the  tower  of  Syene  fhall  they  fall  in  it  by  the  fword,  faith 
the  Lord  God.  And  they  fhall  be  defolate  in  the  midft  of 
the  countries  that  are  defolate,  and  her  cities  fhall  be  in  the 
midft  of  the  cities  that  are  wafted.  And  they  fhall  know 
that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  have  fet  a  fire  in  Egypt,  and 
when  all  her  helpers  fhall  be  deftroyed.  In  that  day  fhall 
melfengers  go  forth  from  me  in  fhips,  to  make  the  carelei's 
Ethiopians  afraid,  and  great  pain  fhall  come  upon  them,  as 
in  the  day  of  Egypt,  for  lo,  it  cometh.  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  God,  I  will  alfo  make  the  multitude  of  Egypt  to  ceafe 
by  the  hand  of  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon.  He  and 
his  people  with  him,  the  terrible  of  the  nations  fhall  be 
brought  to  deftroy  the  land  :  and  they  fhall  draw  their 
fwords  againft  Egypt,  and  fill  the  land  with  the  flain.  And 
I  will  make  the  rivers  dry,  and  fell  the  land  into  the  hand  of 
the  wicked,  and  I  will  make  the  land  wafte,  and  all  that  is 
therein,  by  the  hand  of  ftrangers  :  I  the  Lord  have  fpoken 
in.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God  I  will  alfo  deftroy  the  idols, 
and  I  will  caufe  then  images  to  ceafe  out  of  Noph  :  and  there 
fhall  be  no  more  a  prince  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  I  will 
put  a  fear  in  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  I  will  make  Pathros 
defolate,  and  will  fet  fire  in  Zoan,  and  will  execute  judgments 
in  No.  And  I  will  pour  my  fury  upon  Sin,  the  ftrength  of 
Egypt,  and  I  will  cut  off  the  multitude  of  No.  And  I  will 
fet  fire  in  Egypt,  Sin  lhall  have  great  pain,  and  No  fhall  be 
rent  afunder,  and  Noph  ihall  have  diftreffes  daily.  The 
young  men  of  Aven  and  of  Pi-befeth  fhall  fall  by  the 
(word  :  and  thefe  cities  lhall  go  into  captivity.  At 
Tehaphnehes  alio  the  day  fhall  be  darkened,  when  I  fliall 
break  there  the  yokes  of  Egypt  :  and  the  pomp  of  her 
ftrength  fliall  ceafe  in  her  :  as  tor  her,  a  cloud  (hall  cover  her, 
and  her  daughters  fhall  go  into  captivity.  Thus  will  I 
execute  judgments  in  Egypt :  and  they  fliall  know  that  I  am 

the 
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the  Lord.  Son  of  man,  I  have  broken  the  arm  of 
Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt  ;  and  lo,  it  fhall  not  be  bound 
up  to  be  healed,  to  put  a  roller  to  bind  it,  to  make  it 
ftrong  to  hold  the  fword.  ^Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord 
God,  Behold,  I  am  againft  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  will 
break  his  arms,  the  Arong,  and  that  which  was  broken,  and 
I  willcaufe  the  fword  to  fall  out  of  his  hand.  And  I  will 
fcatter  the  Egyptians  among  the' nations,  and  will  dilperfe 
them  through  the  countries.  And  I  will  ftrengthen  the 
arms  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  put  my  fword  in  his 
hand  ;  but  I  will  break  Pharaoh's  arms,  and  he  (hall  groan 
before  him  with  the  groanings  of  a  deadly  wounded  man. 
Cut  1  will  ftrengthen  the  arms  of  the  king  of  Babylon  ; 
and  the  arms  of  Pharaoh  (hall  fall  down  ;  and  they  fhall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  I  (hall  put  my  fword 
into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  he  (hall 
ftretch  it  out  upon  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  I  will  fcatter 
the  Egyptians  among  the  nations  and  dilperfe  them  among 
the  countries,  and  they  fhall  know  that  1  am  the  Lord. 

Exe'del  opth  chapter. 


SON  of  man,  take  up  a  lamentation  for  Pharaoh  king  of 
Egypt,  and  lay  unto  him,  Thou  art  like  a  young  lion  of  the 
nations,  and  thou  art  as  a  whale  in  the  feas  :  and 
thou  cameft  forth  with  thy  rivers,  and  troubledft .  the 
waters  with  thy  feet,  and  fouledff.  their  rivers.  Thus  faith 
the  Lord  God,  I  will  therefore  fpread  out  my  net  over  thee, 
with  a  company  of  many  people,  and  they  (hall  bring  thee  up 
in  my  net.  Then  will  I  leave  thee  upon  the  land,  I  will  cart 
thee  forth  upon  the  open  field,  and  will  caufe  all  the  fowls  of 
the  heaven  to  remain  upon  thee,  and  I  will  fill  the  beads  of 
the  whole  earth  with  thee.  And  I  will  lay  thy  flefh  upon  the 
mountains,  and  fill  the  valleys  with  thy  height.  I  will  alfo 
water  with  thy  blood  the  land,  wherein  thou  fwimmeft,  even 
to  the  mountains  ;  and  the  rivers  fhall  be  full  of  thee.  And 
when  I  fhall  put  thee  out,  I  will  cover  the  heaven,  and  make 
the  ftars  thereof  dark :  I  will  cover  the  fun  with  a 
cloud,  and  the  moon  fhall  not  give  her  light.  All  the  bright 
lights  of  heaven  will  I  make  dark  over  thee,  and  fet  darknels 
upon  thy  land,  faith  the  Lord  God.  I  will  alfo  vex  the 
hearts  of  many  people,  when  I  fhall  bring  thy  deftructio'.i 
among  the  nations,  into  the  countries  which  thou  haft  not 

known. 
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known.  Yea,  I  will  make  many  people  amazed  at  thee,  and 
their  kings  (hall  be  horribly  afraid  for  thee,  when  I  fh'U 
brandifh  my  fword  before  them,  and  they  lhall  tremble  at 
every  moment  ;  every  man  for  his  own  life,  in  the  clay  of 
thy  fall.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  The  fword  of  the 
king  of  Babylon  fhall  come  upon  thee.  By  the  fwords  of  the 
mighty  will  I  caufe  thy  multitude  to  fall,  the  terrible  of  the 
nations  all  of  them;  and  they  fhall  fpoil  the  pomp  of 
Egypt,  and  all  the  multitude  thereof  fhall  be  defiroyed.  I 
will  deftroy  alfo  all  the  beafts  thereof  from  befides  the  great 
waters,  neither  fhall  the  foot  of  man  trouble  them  any  more, 
nor  the  hoofs  of  beafts  trouble  them.  Then  will  I  make 
their  waters  deep,  and  caufe  their  rivers  to  run  like  oil, 
faith  the  Lord  God.  When  I  fhall  make  the  land  of  Egypt 
defolate,  and  the  country  fhall  be  deftitute  of  that  whereof 
it  was  full,  when  I  fhall  finite  all  them  that  dwell  therein, 
then  fhall  they  know  that  I  am  the  Lord.  This  is  the  la- 
mentation wherewith  they  (hall  lament  her  :  the  daughters 
of  the  nations  fhall  lament  her:  they  fhall  lament  for  her, 
even  for  Egypt,  and  for  all  her  multitude,  faith  the  Lord 
God.  Son  of  man,  wail  for  the  multitude  of  Egypt, 
and  caff  them  down,  even  her,  and  the  daughters 
of  the  famous  nations,  unto  the  nether  parts  of  the  earth, 
with  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit.  Whom  doft  thou  pafs 
in  beauty  ?  go  down,  and  be  thou  laid  with  the  uncir- 
cumcifed.  They  (hall  fall  in  themidft  of  them  that  are  flam 
by  the  fword  :  fhe  is  delivered  to  the  fword  ,*  draw  her,  and 
all  her  multitudes.  The  ftrong  among  the  mighty  fhall  fpeak 
to  him  out  of  the  midft  of  hell  with  them  that  help  him  : 
they  are  gone  down,  they  lie  uncircumcifed,  flain  by 
the  fword.  Asfhur  is  there,  and  all  her  company  :  his  graves 
are  about  him  :  all  of  them  flain,  fallen  by  the  fword,  whofe 
graves  are  fet  in  the  fides  of  the  pit,  and  her  company  is 
round  about  her  grave :  all  of  them  flain,  fallen  by  the 
fword,  which  caufed  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living.  There 
is  Elam,  and  all  her  multitude  round  about  her  grave,  all  of 
them  flain,  fallen  by  the  fword,  which  are  gone  down  uncir- 
cumcifed into 'the  nether  parts  of  the  earth,  which  caufed 
their  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living,  yet  have  they  borne 
their  fhame  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit.  They  have 
fet  her  a  bed  in  the  midft  of  the  flain  with  all  her  multitude  : 
her  graves  are  round  about  him,  all  of  them  uncircumcifed, 
flain  by  the  fword:  though  their  terror  was  caufed  in  the 
land  of  the  living,  yet  they  have  borne  their  fhame  with 
them  that  go  down  to  the  pit :  he  is  put  in  the  midft  of  them 
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that  be  (lain.  There  is  Mefhech,  Tubal,  and  all  her  mul- 
titude :  her  graves  are  round  about  him  :  all  of  them  uncir- 
cumcifed,  ilain  by  the  (word,  though  they  caufed  their  terror 
in  the  land  of  the  living.  And  they  (hall  not  lie  with 
the  mighty,  that  are  fallen  of  the  uncircumcifed,  which  are 
gone  down  to  hell  with  their  weapons  of  war:  and  they  have 
laid  their  fwords  under  their  heads,  but  their  iniquities  (hall 
be  upon  their  bones,  though  they  were  the  terror  of  the 
mighty  in  the  land  of  the  living.  Yea,  thou  fhalt  be  broken 
in  the  midft  of  the  uncircumcifed,  and  fhalt*  lie  with  them 
that  are  flain  with  the  {word.  There  is  Edom,  her  kings, 
and  all  her  princes,  which  with  their  might  are  laid  by  them 
that  were  flain  by  the  fword  :  they  fhall  lie  with  the  uncir- 
cumcifed, and  with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit.  There 
be  the  princes  of  the  north,  all  of  them,  and  all  the  Zido- 
nians  which  are  gone  down  with  the  (lain,  with  their  terror 
they  are  afhamed  of  their  might,  and  they  lie  uncircumcifed 
with  them  that  be  flain  by  the  fword,  and  bear  their  fhame 
with  them  that  go  down  to  the  pit.  Pharaoh  (hall  fee  them, 
and  fhall  be  comforted  over  all  his  multitude,  even  Pharaoh 
and  all  his  army  flain  by  the  fword,  faith  the  Lord  God. 
For  I  havecaufed  my  terror  in  the  land  of  the  living  :  and 
he  fhall  be  laid  in  the  midft  of  the  uncircumcifed,  with 
them  that  are  flain  by  the  fword,  even  Pharaoh  and  all  his 
his  multitude,  faith  the  Lord  God. 

Ezekiel  32 J  chapter. 


Divine  judgments  upon  the  land  of  Ifrael. 

BEHOLD,  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth  empty,  and 
maketh  it  wafte,  and  turneth  it  upfide  down,  and  fcattereth 
abroad  the  inhabitants  thereof.  And  it  fhall  be,  as  with 
the  people,  fo  with  the  priefl:  as  with  the  fervant,  fo  with 
his  mafter ;  as  with  the  maid,  fo  with  her  miftrefs  ;  as  with 
the  buyer,  fo  with  the  feller  ;  as  with  the  lender,  fo  with 
the  borrower;  as  with  the  taker  of  ulury,  fo  with  the  giver 
of  ufury  to  him.  The  land  fhall  be  utterly  emptied  and 
utterly  fpoiled  :  for  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  this  word.  The 
earth  mourneth  and  fadeth  away,  the  world  languiiheth  and 
fadeth  away,  the  haughty  people  of  the  earth  do  languifh. 
The  earth  alfo  is  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  thereof: 
becaufe  they  have  tranfgrefTed  the  laws,  changed  the  ordi- 
nance, broken  the  everlafling  covenant.     Therefore  hath 

the 


Book  IX.         SACRED    LITERATURE.  411 

the  curfe  devoured  the  earth,  and  they  that  dwell  therein 
are  defolate;  therefore  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are 
burned,  and  few  men  left.  The  new  wine  mourneth,  the 
vine  languifheth,  all  the  merry  hearted  do  figh.  The  mirth 
of  tabrets  ceafeth,  the  noife  ofthem  that  rejoice  endeth,  the 
joy  of  the  harp  ceafeth.  They  fhall  not  drink  wine  with  a 
long;  ftrong  drink  fhall  be  bitter  to  them  that  drink  it. 
The  city  of  confufion  is  broken  down  :  every  houfe  is  fhut 
up,  that  no  man  may  come  in.  There  is  a  crying  for  wine 
in  the  ftreets ;  all  joy  is  darkened,  the  mirth  of  the  land  is 
gone.  In  the  city  is  left  defolation,  and  the  gate  is  fmitten 
with  deftru&ion.  When  thus  it  fhall  be  in  the  midft  of  the 
land  among  the  people,  there  fhall  be  as  the  fhaking  of  an 
olive  tree,  and  as  the  gleaning  grapes  when  the  vintage  is 
done.  They  fhall  lift  up  their  voice,  they  fhall  ling  for  the 
majefty  of  the  Lord,  they  fhall  cry  aloud  from  the  fea. 
Wherefore  glorify  ye  the  Lord  in  the  fires,  even  the  name 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  in  the  ifles  of  the  lea.  From 
the  uttermoft  part  of  the  earth  have  we  heard  fongs,  even 
glory  to  the  righteous.  But  I  faid,  my  leannefs,my  lean- 
nefs,  woe  unto  me!  the  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt 
treacheroufly,  yea  the  treacherous  dealers  have  dealt  very 
treacheroufly.  Fear,  and  the  pit,  and  the  fnare,  are  upon 
thee,  O  inhabitant  of  the  earth.  And  it  fhall  come  to 
pafs ;  that  he  who  fleeth  from  the  noife  of  the  fear  fhall 
fall  into  the  pit :  and  he  that  cometh  up  out  of  the  midft 
of  the  pit  fhall  be  taken  in  the  fnare ;  for  the  windows  from 
on  high  are  open,  and' the  foundations  of  the  earth  do  make. 
The  earth  is  utterly  broken  down,  the  earth  is  clean  dif- 
folved,  the  earth  is  moved  exceedingly.  The  earth  fhall 
reel  to  and  fro  like  «  drunkard,  and  fhall  be  removed  like  a 
cottage ;  and  the  tranfgrefiion  thereof  fhall  be  heavy  upon 
it ;  and  it  (hall  fall,  and  not  rife  again.  And  it  fhall  come 
to  pafs  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  (hall  punifh  the  hoft  of 
the  high  ones  that  are  on  high,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth 
upon  the  earth  ;  and  they  fhall  be  gathered  together  as 
prifoners  are  gathered  in  the  pit,  and  fhall  be  fhut  up  in 
the  prifon,  and  after  many  days  (hall  they  be  vinted. 
Then  the  moon  fhall  be  confounded,  and  the  fun  afhamed, 
when  the  Lord  of  hofts  fhall  reign  in  mount  Zion,  and  in 
Jerufalem,  and  before  his  ancients  glorioufly. 

Ifaiah  24M  chapter. 
Seventy 
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Seventy  years  cafctii/ity. 

THE  word  that  came  to  Jeremiah  concerning  all  the 
people  of  Judah  in  the  fourth  year  of  Jehoiakim  the  fon  of 
Jofiah  king  of  Judah,  that  was  the  firft  year  of  Nebuchad- 
rezzar, king  of  Babylon  ;  the  which  Jeremiah  the  prophet 
fpake  unto  all  the  people  of  Judah,  and  to  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Jerufalem,  faying,  From  the  thirteenth  year  of 
Jofiah,  the  fon  of  Amon  king  of  Judah,  even  unto  this 
day;  that  is  the  three  and  twentieth  year:  the  word  of  the 
Lord  hath  come  unto  me,  and  I  have  fpoken  unto  you, 
rifing  early  and  freaking  ;  but  ye  have  not  hearkened.  And 
the  Lord  hath  fent  unto  you  all  his  fervants  the  prophets, 
rifing  early  and  fending  them  ;  but  ye  have  not  hearkened, 
nor  inclined  your  ear  to  hear.  They  faid,  Turn  ye  again 
now  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  and  from  the  evil  of  your 
doings,  and  dwell  in  the  land  that  the  Lord  hath  given 
unto  you  and  to  your  fathers  for  ever  and  ever :  and  go 
not  after  other  gods  to  ferve  them  and  to  worfhip  them,  and 
provoke  me  not  to  anger  with  the  works  of  your  hands, 
and  I  will  do  you  no  hurt.  Yet  ye  have  not  hearkened 
unto  me,  faith  the  Lord  ;  that  ye  might  provoke  me  to 
anger  with  the  works  of  your  hands  to  your  own  hurt. 
Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofls ;  Becaufe  ye  have 
not  heard  my  words,  behold,  I  will  lend,  and  take  all  the 
families  of  the  north,  faith  the  Lord,  and  Nebuchadrezzar 
the  king  of  Babylon  my  fervant,  and  will  bring  them  againft 
this  land,  and  againft  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  againft 
all  thefe  nations  round  about,  and  will  utterly  deftroy 
them,  and  make  them  an  aftonifhment,  and  an  hilling,  and 
perpetual  defolations.  Moreover,  1  will  take  from  them  the 
voice  of  mirth,  and  the  voice  of  gladnefs,  the  voice  of  the 
bridegroom,  and  the  voice  of  the  bride,  the  found  of  the 
milftones,  and  the  light  of  the  candle.  And  this  whole 
land  fhall  be  a  defohtion  and  an  aftonifhment:  and  thefe 
nations  (hall  ferve  the  king  of  Babylon  feventy  years.  And 
it  fhall  come  to  pafs  when  feventy  years  are  accomplifhed, 
that  1  will  punifh  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  that  nation, 
faith  the  Lord,  for  their  iniquity,  and  the  land  of  the  Chal- 
deans ;  and  will  make  it  perpetual  deiolations.  And  I  will 
bring  upon  that  land  all  my  words  which  I  have  pronounced 
againft  it,  even  all  that  is  written  in  this  book,  which  Jere- 
miih  hath  prophefied  againft  all  the  nations.  For  many 
nations  and  great  kings  fhall  ferve  themfelves  of  them  alfo  : 
and  I  will  recompense  them  according  to  their  deeds,  and 
according  to  the  works  of  their  own  hands.     For  thus  faith 
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the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  unto  me  ;  Take  the  wine  cup  of  this 
fury  at  my  hand,  and  caufe  all  the  nations  to  whom  I  fend 
thee   to  drink  it.     And  they  fhall   drink,  and  be  moved, 
and  be  mad,  becaufe  of  the  (word  that  I  will  fend  among 
them.     Then  took  I  the  cup  at  the  Lord's  hand,  and  made 
all  the  nations  to  drink  unto  whom  the  Lord  had  fent  me  : 
to  wit,  Jerufalem,  and  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  the  kings 
thereof,  and  the  princes  thereof,  to  make  them  a  defolation, 
an  aftonifhment,  an  hiding,  and  a  curfe  ;  as  it  is  this  day: 
Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt,  and  his  fervants,  and  his  princes-, 
and  all  his  people  ;  and  all  the  mingled  people,  and  all  the 
kings  of  the  land  of  Uz,  and  all  the  kings  of  the  land  of  the 
Philiftines,  and  Afhkelon,  and  A/.zah,  and  Ekron,  and  the 
remnarit  of  Afhdod,  Edom,  and  Moab,  and  the  children  of 
Ammon,  and  all  the  kings  ofTyrus,  and  all   the  kings  of 
Zidon.  and  the  kings  of  the  illes  which  are  beyond  the  lea, 
Dedan,  and  Tema,  and  Buz,  and  all  that  are  in  the  utmoft 
corners,  and  all  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  all  the  kings  of 
the  mingled  people  that  dwell  in   the  defert,  and  all  the 
kings  of  Zimri,  and  all  the  kings  of  Elam,  and  all  the  kings 
of  the  Medes,  and  all  the  kings  of  the  north  far  and  near, 
one  with  another,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  which 
are  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  :  and  the  king  of  Shefhach 
fhall   drink   after  them.     Therefore  thou  (Trait   fay  unto 
them,  Thus  faith  the  Lord   of  holts,  the  God  of  Ifrael; 
Drink  ye,  and  be  drunken,  and  fpue,  and  fall,  and  rife  no 
more,  becaufe  of  the  fword  which  I  will  fend  among  you. 
And  it  fhall  be  if  they  refufe  to  take  the  cup  at  thine  hand 
to  drink,  then  (halt  thou  fay  unto  them,  Thus  faith  the 
Lord  of  hofts ;  Ye  fhall  certainly  drink.     For,  lo,  I  begin 
to  bring  evil  on  the  city  which  is  called  by  my  name,  and 
fhould   ye  be  utterly  unpunifhed  ?    Ye  fhall  not  be  un- 
punilhed  ;  for  I  will   call   for   a  fword  upon  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  earth,  faith   the  Lord  of  hofls.     Therefore 
prophefy  thou  againft  them  all  thele  words,  and  fay  unto 
them,  The  Lord   (hall  roar  from  on   high,   and  utter  his 
voice    from    his   holy  habitation,    he  (hail  mightily  roar 
upon  his  habitation,  he   fhall  give  a  (bout   as  they  that 
tread  the   grapes,  againft:  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
A  noife  fhall  come  even  to  the  ends  of  the  earth :  for  the 
Lord  hath  a  controverfy  with  the  nations;    he   will  plead 
with  all  flelh ;  he   will  give  them  that   are  wicked  to  the 
fword,  faith  the  Lord.     Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts  ;  Be- 
hold, evil  (hall  go  forth  from  nation  to  nation,  and  a  great 
whirlwind  (hall  be  railed  up  from  the  coafts  of  the  earth. 
And   the  (lain  of  the  Lord  (hall  be  at  that  day  from  on? 
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end  of  the  earth  even  unto  the  other  end  of  the  earth  :  they 
fhall  not  be  lamented,  neither  gathered,  nor  buried;  they 
(hall  be  dung  upon  th^ground.  Howl,  ye  fhepherds,  and 
cry,-  and  wallow  yourfelves  in  the  afhes,  ye  principal  of  the 
flock  :  for  the  days  of  your  fiaughter  and  of  your  difperfions 
are  accomplifhed ;  and  ye  (hall  fall  like  a  pleafant  veflel. 
And  the  fhepherds  mail  have  noway  to  flee,  nor  the  principal 
of  the  flock  to  efcape.  A  voice  of  the  cry  of  the  fhepherds, 
and  an  howling  of  the  principal  of  the  flock  mall  be  heard  : 
for  the  Lord  hath  fpoiled  their  pafture:  and  the  peaceable 
habitations  are  cut  down,  becaufe  of  the  fierce  anger  of  the 
Lord.  He  hath  forfaken  his  covert,  as  the  lion:  for  their 
land  is  defolate,  becaule  of  the  fiercenefs  of  the  oppreiTor, 
and  becaufe  of  his  fierce  anger.  Jeremiak  2$tli  (hapter. 


Return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon, 

THUS  fpeaketh  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  faying,  Write  thee 
all  the  words  that  I  have  fpoken  unto  thee  in  a  book.  For 
lo,  the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  bring  again 
the  captivity  of  my  people  Ifrael  andjudah,  faith  the  Lord: 
and  I  will  caufe  them  to  return  to  the  land  that  I  gave  to 
their  fathers,  and  they  fhall  poflefs  it.  And  thefe  are  the 
words  that  the  Lord  fpake  concerning  Ifrael,  and  concerning 
Judah.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord,  We  have  heard  a  voice  of 
trembling,  of  fear,  and  not  of  peace.  A  At  ye  now,  and  fee 
xvhether  a  man  dot*h  travail  with  child?  wherefore  do  I  fee 
every  man  with  his  hands  on  his  loins,  as  a  woman  in  travail, 
and  all  faces  are  turned  into  palenefs?  Alas!  for  that  day- 
is  great,  fo  that  none  is  like  it :  it  is  even  the  time  of  Jacob's 
trouble ;  but  he  {liar!  be  Caved  out  of  it.  For  it  lliall  come  to 
pafs  in  that  day,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  that  I  will  break 
his  yoke  from  off  thy  neck,  and  will  burft  thy  bonds,  and 
itrangers  (hall  no  more  ferve  themfelves  of  him  ;  but  they 
ihall  ferye  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  whom 
I  will  raife  up  unto  them.  Therefore  fear  thou  not,  O  my 
fervant  Jacob,  faith  the  Lord ;  neither  be  difmayed,  O  Ifrael  : 
for  lo,  I  will  fave  thee  from  afar,  and  thy  feed  from  the 
land  of  their  captivity;  and  Jacob  fhall  return,  and  fhall  be 
in  reft,  and  be  quiet,  and  none  fhall  make  him  afraid.  For 
lam  with  thcc,  faith  the  Lord,  to  iave  thee:  though  I 
make  a  lull  end  of  all  nations  whither  I  have  fcattered  thee, 
yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee:  but  I  will  correct  thee 
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in  meafure,  and  will  not  reave  thee  altogether  unpunifhed. 
For  thus  faith  the  Lord,  Thy  bruii'e  is  incurable,  and  thy 
wound  is  grievous.  There  is  none  to  plead  thy  caufe,  that 
thou  mayeft  be  bound  up  :  thou  haft  no  healing  medicines. 
All  thy  lovers  have  forgotten  thee :  they  feek  thee  not :  for 
I  have  wounded  thee  with  the  wound  ofan  enemy,  with  the 
rhaftifement  of  a  cruel  one,  for  the  multitude  of  thine  ini- 
quity; becaufe  thy  fins  were  increafed.  Why  crieft  thou  for 
thine  affliction?  thy  lorrow  is  incurable,  for  the  multitude 
of  thine  iniquity :  becaufe  thy  fins  were  increafed,  I  have 
done  thefe  things  unto  thee.  Therefore  all  they  that  devour 
thee  lhall  be  devoured  ;  and  all  thine  adverfaries,  every  ose 
of  them  ihall  go  into  captivity ;  and  they  that  fpoil  thee  (hall 
be  a  J'poil,  ancl  all  that  prey  upon  thee  will  I  give  for  a  prey. 
For  I  will  reflore  health  unto  thee,  and  I  will  heal  thee  of 
thy  wounds,  laith  the  Lord,  becaufe  they  called  thee  an 
Out-caft,  fayin?,  This  isZion,  whom  no  man  feeketh  after. 
Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  bring  again  the  captivity 
of  Jacob's  tents,  and  have  mercy  on  his  dwelling  places;  and 
the  city  fhall  be  builded  upon  her  own  heap  ;  and  the  palace 
fhall  remain  alter  the  manner  thereof.  And  out  of  them 
fhall  pioceed  thankfgiving,  and  the  voice  of  them  that  make 
merry,  and  I  will  multiply  them,  and  they  fhall  not  be  few; 
1  will  alfo  glorify  them,  and  they  fhall  not  be  fmall.  Their 
children  alfo  fhall  be  as  aforetime,  and  their  congregation 
fhall  be  eftablifhed  before  me,  and  I  will  punifh  all  that  op- 
prefs  them.  And  their  nobles  fhall  be  of  themfelves,  and 
their  governor  fhall  proceed  from  the  rnidft  of  them  ;  and  I 
will  caufe  him  to  draw  near,  and  he  fhall  approach  unto  me; 
for  who  is  this  that  engaged  his  heart  to  approach  unto  me? 
faith  the  Lord.  And  ye  fhall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be 
your  God.  Behold,  the  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  goeth  forth 
with  fury,  a  continuing  whirlwind  ;  it  fhall  fall  with  pain 
upon  the  head  of  the  wicked.  The  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord 
fhall  not  return  until  he  have  done  it,  and  until  he  have  per- 
formed the  intents  of  his  heart ;  in  the  latter  days  ye  fhall 
confiderit. 

And  now  therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
concerning  this  city,  whereof  ye  fay,  It  fhall  be  delivered 
into  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  by  the  fword,  and  by 
the  famine,  and  by  the  peftilence :  behold,  I  will  gather  them 
out  of  all  countries,  whither  I  have  driven  them  in  mine  an- 
ger, and  in  my  fury,  and  in  great  wrath ;  arid  I  will  bring 
them  again  unto  this  place,  and  I  will  caufe  them  to  dwell 
lately ;  and  they  fhall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God. 

And 
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And  I  will  give  them  one  hear!  ami  one  way,  that  they  may 
tear  me  for  ever,  lor  the  good  of  them  and  of  their  children  alter 
them.  And  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  them, 
that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them,  to  do  them  good:  but 
I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  (hall  not  depait 
irom  me.  Yea,  I  will  rejoice  over  them  to  do  them  good, 
and  I  will  plant  them  in  this  land  affuredly,  with  my  whole 
heart  and  with  my  whole  foul.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord, 
Like  as  I  have  brought  all  this  great  evil  upon  this  people, 
fo  will  I  bring  upon  them  all  the  good  that  I  have  promiied 
them.  And  fields  fhall  be  bought  in  this  land,  whereof  ye 
lay,  It  isdeiblate  without  man  or  beaft ;  it  is  given  into  the 
hand  of  the  Chaldeans.  Men  fhall  buy  fields  for  money, 
arid  fubferibe  evidences,  and  feal  them,  and  take  witnelfes  in 
the  land  of  Uenjamin,  and  in  the  places  about  Jerufalem, 
and  in  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  in  the  cities  of  the  valley,  and  in  the  cities  of  the 
fouth :  for  1  will  caufe  their  captivity  to  return,  faith  the 
Lord. 

Moreover  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  Jeremiah  the 
fecond  time,  while  he  was  yet  Ihut  up  in  the  court  of  the 
prifori,  faying,  Thus  iaith  the  Lord  the  maker  thereof,  the 
Lord  that  formed  it  to  eftablilh  it,  The  Lord  is  his  name: 
Call  unto  me,  and  I  will  anfwer  thee,  and  Ihew  thee  great 
and  mighty  things,  which  thou  knoweftnot.  For  thus  iaith 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  liiael,  concerning  the  houfes  of  this 
city,  and  concerning  the  houfes  of  the  kings  of  Judah,  which 
are  thrown  down  by  the  mounts,  and  by  the  fword:  they 
come  to  fight  with  the  Chaldeans,  but  it  is  to  till  them  with 
the  dead  bodies  of  men,  whom  I  have  flain  in  mine  anger  and 
in  my  fury,  and  for  all  whole  wickednef's  I  have  hid  my  lace 
from  this  city.  Behold,  I  will  bring  it  health  and  cure,  and 
1  will  cure  them,  and  will  reveal  unto  them  the  abundance 
of  peace  and  truth.  And  f  will  caule  the  captivity  of  Judah 
and  the  captivity  of  lfrael  to  return,  and  will  build  them  as 
at  the  fiift.  And  I  will  cleanfe  them  from  ail  their  iniquity 
whereby  they  have  finned  againli  me;  and  I  will  pardon  ail 
their  iniouities  whereby  they  they  have  linned,  and  whereby 
they  have  trank'Ki'.ee  againli  me.  And  it  (hall  be  to  me  a 
name  of  joy,  a  prai  d  an  honour  before  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  which  fhall  hear  all  the  good  that  I  do  unto  them; 
and  they  fhall  feai  and  ti  mble  lor  all  the  goodnels  and  for 
all  the  piolperity  that  1  procure  unto  it.  Thus  iaith  the 
Lord,  Again  there  (hall  be  heard  in  this  place,  which  ye  lay 
Hull  be  defolate without  man  and  without  beaft,  even  in  the 

cities 
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cities  of  Judah  and  in  the  ftreets  of  Jerufalem,  that  are  defolate 
without  man,  and  without  inhabitant,  and  without  bead  ; 
the  voice  of  joy  and  the  voice  of  gladnefs,  the  voice  of  the 
bridegroom  and  the  voice  of  the  bride,  the  voice  of  them 
that  fhall  lay,  Praife  the  Lord  of  hofts  :  for  the  Lord  is  good; 
for  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever,-  and  of  them  that  (hall  bring 
the  facrilice  of  praife  unto  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.  For  I  will 
caufe  to  return  the  captivity  of  the  land  as  at  the  firft,  faith 
the  Lord.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Again  in  this 
place  which  is  defolate  without  man  and  without  beaft,  and 
in  all  the  cities  thereof,  (hall  be  an  habitation  of  fhepherds 
caufing  their  flocks  to  lie  down.  In  the  cities  of  the  moun- 
tains, in  the  cities  of  the  vale,  and  in  the  cities  of  the  fouth, 
and  in  the  land  of  Benjamin,  and  in  the  places  about  jerufa- 
lem, and  in  the  cities  of  Judah  fhall  the  flocks  pals  again  un- 
der the  hands  of  him  that  telleth  them,  faith  the  Lord.  Be- 
hold, the  days  come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  I  will  perform  that 
good  thing  which  I  have  promifed  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
and  to  the  houfe  of  Judah.  In  thofe  days,  and  at  that  time, 
will  I  caufe  the  Branch  of  righteoufnefs  to  grow  up  unto 
David;  and  he  fhall  execute  judgment  and  righteoufnefs  in 
the  land.  In  thofe  days  fhall  Judah  be  faved,  and  Jerufalem 
fhall  dwell  fafely  ;  and  this  is  the  name  wherewith  fhe  fhall 
be  called,  The  Lord  our. righteoufnefs.  For  thus  faith  the 
Lord,  David  fhall  never  want  a  man  to  fit  upon  the  throne 
of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael :  neither  fhall  the  priefts  the  Levites 
want  a  man  before  me  to  offer  burnt-offerings,  and  to  kindle 
meat-offerings,  and  to  do  facrifice  continually.  Thus  faith 
the  Lord,  if  ye  can  break  my  covenant  of  the  day,  and  my 
covenant  of  the  night,  and  that  there  fhould  not  be  day  and 
night  in  their  feafon  ;  then  may  alfo  my  covenant  be 
broken  with  David  my  fervant,  that  he  fhould  not  have  a 
Ion  to  reign  upon  his  throne  ;  and  with  the  Levites  the  priefts, 
my  minifters.  As  the  hoft  of  heaven  cannot  be  numbered, 
neither  the  fand  of  the  fea  meafured,  fo  will  I  multiply  the 
feed  of  David  my  fervant,  and  the  Levites  that  minifter  unto 
me.  Confidereft  thou  not  what  this  people  have  fpoken, 
laying,  The  two  families  which  the  Lord  hath  chofen,  he 
hath  even  caft  them  off?  thus  they  havedefpifed  my  people, 
that  they  fhould  be  no  more  a  nation  before  thern.  Thus 
faith  the  Lord,  If  my  covenant  be  not  with  day  and  night, 
and  if  I  have  not  appointed  the  ordinances  of  heaven  and 
eartli ;  then  will  I  caft  away  the  feed  of  Jacob,  and  David  my 
fervant,  fo  that  I  will  not  take  any  of  his  feed  to  be  rulers 
Vol.  III.  Dd  over 
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over  the  feed  of  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob:  for  I  will  caufe 

their  captivity  to  return,  and  have  mercy  on  them. 

Jeremiah  ^o'h  chap. — 32.  36 — 44. — 33:/ chap. 


Dcilrn3ion  of  Kin 

G  O  D  is  jealous,  and  the  Lord  revengeth  ;  the  Lord 
revengeth,  and  is  furious;  the  Lord  will  take  vengeance  on 
his  adversaries,  and  he  referveth  wrath  for  his  enemies.  The 
Lord  is  flow  to  anger,  and  great  in  power,  and  will  not  at 
all  acquit  the  wicked  :  the  Lord  hath  his  way  in  the  whirl- 
wind and  in  the  florm,  and  the  clouds  are  the  duft  of  his 
feet.  He  rebuketh  the  fea,  and  maketh  it  dry,  and  drieth 
up  all  the  rivers:  Bafhan  languifheth,  and  Carmel,  and  the 
flower  of  Lebanon  languifheth.  The  mountains  quake  at 
him,  and  the  hills  melt,  and  the  earth  is  burned  at  his 
prelence,  yea,  the  world,  and  all  that  dwell  therein.  Who 
can  ftand  before  his  indignation?  and  who  can  abide  in 
the  fiercenefs  of  his  anger?  his  fury  is  poured  out  like 
lire,  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him.  The  Lord  is 
good,  a  ftrong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble;  and  he  knoweth 
them  that  truft  in  him.  But  with  an  over-running  flood  he 
will  make  an  utter  end  of  the  place  thereof,  and  darknefs 
(hall  purfue  his  enemies.  What  do  ye  imagine  againft  the 
Lord?  he  will  make  an  utter  end:  affliction  fhall  not  rife 
up  the  fecond  time.  For  while  they  be  holden  together  as 
thorns,  and  while  they  are  drunken  as  drunkards,  they  fhall 
be  devoured  as  ftubble  fully  dry.  There  is  one  come  out 
of  thee  that  imagineth  evil  againft  the  Lord,  a  wicked 
counfellor.  Thus  faith  the  Lord  ;  Though  they  be  quiet, 
and  likewife  many,  yet  thus  fhall  they  be  cut  down,  when 
he  fhall  pafs  through.  Though  I  have  affli6ted  thee,  I  will 
afflitt  thee  no  more.  For  now  will  I  break  his  yoke  from 
ott  thee,  and  will  burft  thy  bonds  in  funder.  And  the  Lord 
hath  given  a  commandment  concerning  thee,  that  no  more 
ot  thy  name  be  fown :  out  of  the  houfe  of  thy  gods  will  1 
Cut  off  the  graven  image  and  the  molten  image  :  1  will  make 
thy  grave  ;  for  thou  art  vile.  Behold  upon  the  mountains 
the  feet  ol  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publifheth 
peace  :  O Judah,  keep  thy  folemn  feafts,  perform  tny  vows: 
for  the  wicked  fhall  no  more  pals  through  thee;  he  is 
utterly  cut  off. 

He 
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He  that  dafheth  in  pieces  is  come  up  before  thy  face: 
keep  the  munition,  watch  the  way,  make  thy  loins  ftrong, 
fortify  thy  power  mightily.  For  the  Lord  hath  turned  away 
the  excellency  of  Jacob,  as  the  excellency  of  Ifrael :  for  the 
emptiers  have  emptied  them  out,  and  marred  their  vine 
branches.  The  (hield  of  his  mighty  men  is  made  red,  the 
valiant  men  are  in  fcarlet :  the  chariots  (hall  be  with  flaming 
torches  in  the  day  of  his  preparation,  and  the  fir-trees  lhall 
be  terribly  fhaken.  The  chariots  (hall  rage  in  the  ftreets, 
they  fhall  juftle  one  againfi:  another  in  the  broad  ways : 
they  fhall  feem  like  torches,  they  fhall  run  like  the  light- 
nings. He  (hall  recount  his  worthies :  they  fhall  (fumble  in 
their  walk;  they  fhall  make  hafte  to  the  wall  thereof,  and 
the  defence  fhall  be  prepared.  The  gates  of  the  rivers  fhall 
be  opened,  and  the  palace  fhall  be  diffolved.  And  Huzzab 
fhall  be  led  away  captive,  (he  fhall  be  brought  up,  and  her 
maids  mall  lead  her  as  with  the  voice  of  doves,  tabering  upon 
their  breafts.  But  Nineveh  is  of  old  like  a  pool  of  water  : 
yet  they  lhall  flee  away.  Stand,  Hand,  fhall  they  cry;  but 
none  lhall  look  back.  Take  ye  the  fpoil  of  filver,  take  the 
Ipoil  of  gold  :  for  there  is  none  end  of  the  ft  ore,  and  glory 
out  of  all  the  pleafant  furniture.  She  is  empty,  and  void, 
and  wafte:  and  the  heart  melteth,  and  the  knees  fmite 
together,  and  much  pain  is  in  all  loins,  and  the  faces  of 
them  all  gather  blacknefs.  Where  is  the  dwelling  of  the 
lions,  and  the  feeding-place  of  the  young  lions,  where  the 
lion,  even  the  old  lion,  walked,  and  the  lion's  whelp,  and 
none  made  them  afraid  ?  The  lion  did  tear  in  pieces  enough 
lor  his  whelps,  and  ftrangled  for  his  lionelfes,  and  filled  his 
holes  with  prey,  and  his  dens  with  ravin.  Behold,  I  am 
againfi  thee,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  I  will  burn  her 
chariots  in  the  fmoke,  and  the  fword  fhall  devour  thy  young 
lions:  and  I  will  cut  off  thy  prey  from  the  earth,  and  the 
voice  of  thy  meffengers  fhall  no  more  be  heard. 

Woe  to  the  bloody  city  !  it  is  all  full  of  lies  and  robbery  ; 
the  prey  departeth  not.  The  noile  of  a  whip,  and  the  noifc 
of  the  rattling  of  the  wheels,  and  of  the  prancing  horfes, 
and  of  the  jumping  chariots:  the  horfeman  lifteth  up  both 
the  bright  fword,  and  the  glittering  fpear:  and  there  is  a 
multitude  of  flain,  and  a  great  number  of  carcafes:  and 
there  is  none  end  of  their  corpies  ;  they  ftumble  upon  their 
corpfes:  becaufe  of  the  multitude  of  the  whoredoms  of  the 
well-favoured  harlot,  the  miftrefs  of  witchcraft,  that  felleth 
n-itions  through  her  whoredoms,  and  families  through  her 
witchcrafts.     Behold,  I  am  againfi:  thee,  faith  the  Lord  of 
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hofts:  and  I  will  difcover  thy  fkirts  upon  thy  face,  and  I 
will  (hew  the  nations  thy  nakednels,  and  the  kingdoms  thy 
fhame.  And  I  will  caft  abominable  filth  upon  thee,  and 
make  thee  vile,  and  will  let  thee  as  a  gazing-fiock.  And  it 
fhall  come  to  pafs,  that  all  they  that  look  upon  thee  fhall 
flee  from  thee,  and  fay,  Nineveh  is  laid  wafte:  who  will 
bemoan  her?  whence  fliall  I  feek  comforters  for  thee?  Art 
thou  better  than  populous  No,  that  was  htuate  among  the 
rivers,  that  h  d  t-  waters  roundabout  it,  whole  rampart 
was  the  :   her  wall  was  from  the  fca  ?     Ethiopia  and 

Egypt  v  ivength,  and  it  was  infinite;  Put  and  Lubim 

'were  elpers.     Yet  was  (lie  carried  away,   (he  went  into 

captivity ;  her  young  children  alio  were  dafhed  in  pieces 
at  the  top  of  all  the  fireets:  and  they  caft  lots  for  her 
honourable  men,  and  all  her  great  men  were  bound  in 
chains.  Thou  alfo  fhalt  be  drunken:  thou  (halt  be  hid, 
thou  alfo  fhall  feck  rtrength  becaufe  of  the  enemy.  All  thy 
ftrong  holds  fhall  be  like  tig-trees  with  the  firft  ripe  figs:  if 
they  be  Ihaken,  they  lhall  even  fall  into  the  mouth  of  the 
eater.  1:  '  i  '.A,  ih)  people  in  the  midft  of  thee  are  women  : 
rhe  gates  of  thy  laud  (hail  be  let  wide  open  unto  thine 
tenetniesi  the  five  lhall  devour  tliy  bars.  Draw  thee  waters 
for  the  liege,  fortify  thy  ftrong  holds:  go  into  clay,  and 
tread  the  mortar,  make  ftrong  the  brick-kiln.  There  lhall 
the  :  ,   the  fword  lhall  cut  thee  off;  it  fhall 

e. it  thee  Up  like  the  canker-worm:  make  thyfelf  many  as 
the  cahker-wbfm;  make  thyfelf  many  as  the  locufts.  Thou 
haft  multiplied  thy  merchants  *bove  the  ftars  of  heaven: 
the  canker-Worni  fpbileth  and  fleefch  away.  Thy  crowned 
are  as  the  locufts,  and  thy  captains  as  the  great  grafshoppers, 
which  camp  in  the  hedges  in  the  cold  day,  but  when  the 
fun  avileth  they  llee  away,  and  their  place  is  not  known 
where  they  are.  Thy  Ihephcrds  llumler,  O  king  of  Al- 
fyria:  thy  nobles  fhall  dwell  in  the  dull:  thy  people  is 
fcattered  upon  the  mountains,  and  no  man  gathereth  them. 
There  is  no  healing  of  thy  bruii'e  ;  thy  wound  is  grievous: 
all  that  hear  the  bruit  ol"  thee  (hail  clap  the  hands  over 
:  for  upon  whom  hath  not  thy  wickednefs  palled  con- 
tinually. Nahwih  ijh  -J>  and  yl  chapters. 


The 
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God.     Speak  ye   comfortably  to  Jerulalem,  and  cry  unto 

her, 
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her,  that  her  warfare  is  accomplished,  that  her  iniquity  is 
pardoned  ;  for  fhe  hath  received  of  the  Lord's  hand  double 
for  all  her  fins.  The  voice  of  him  that  crieth  in  the  v  il- 
dernefs,  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  mrd:e  ftraight  in 
the  defert  a  high  way  for  our  God.  Every  valley  fhall  be 
exalted,  and  every  mountain  and  hill  (hall  be  made  low: 
and  the  crooked  fhall  be  made  ftraight,  and  the  rough  places 
plain:  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (hall  be  reveled,  and  all 
fiefh  fhall  fee  it  together  :  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  bath 
fpoken  it.  The  voice  laid,  Cry.  And  he  Had,  What  (hall 
I  cry?  All  flefh  is  grafs,  a  nd  all  the  goodlinefs  thereof  is  as 
the  flower  of  the  field:  the  grafs  withereth,  the  Sower 
fadeth,  becaufe  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it: 
finely  the  people  is  grafs.  The  graft  withereth,  the  flower 
fadeth :  but  the  word  of  our  God  fhall  ftand  for  ever.  O 
Zion,  that  bringeft  good  tidings,  get  thee  up  into  the  high 
mountain  :  O  Jerufalem,  that  bringeft  good  tidings,  lift  up 
thy  voice  with  ftrength  :  lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid  ;  fay  unto 
the  cities  of  Judah,  Behold  your  God!  Behold,  the  Lord 
God  will  come  with  ftrong  hand,  and  his  arm  {hall  rule  for 
him:  behold  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  before 
him.  He  {hall  feed  his  flock  like  a  fhepherd :  he  fhall 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofom, 
and  fhall  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with  young.  Who  hath 
meafured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand  ?  and  meted 
out  heaven  with  the  {pan,  and  comprehended  the  duft  of 
the  earth  in  a  meafure,  and  weighed  the  mountains  in 
fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance?  Who  hath  direrted  the 
fpirit  of  the  Lord?  or  being  his  counfellor  hath  taught  him? 
With  whom  took  he  counfel,  and  who  inftrucled  him,  and 
taught  him  in  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  him  know- 
ledge, and  fhewed  to  him  the  way  of  undemanding?  Be- 
hold, the  nations  are  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted 
as  the  fmall  duft  of  the  balance  :  behold,  he  taketh  up  the 
ifles,  as  a  very  little  thing,  and  Lebanon  is  not  fufficient 
to  burn,  nor  the  bealls  thereof  fufficient  for  a  burnt  offering. 
All  nations  before  him  are  as  nothing;  and  they  are  counted 
to  him  lels  than  nothing;  and  vanity.  To  whom  then  will 
ye  liken  God?  or  what  likenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him? 
The  workman  melteth  a  graven  image,  and  the  goldfmith 
fpreadeth  it  over  with  gold,  and  cafteth  {liver  chains.  He 
that  is  fo  impoverifhed  that  he  hath  no  oblation,  choofeth  a 
tree  that  will  not  rot:  he  feeketh  unto  him  a  cunning 
workman  to  prepare  a  graven  image  that  fhall  not  be  moved. 
Have  ye  not  known?  have  ye  not  heard?  hath  it  not  been 
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told  you  from  the  beginning'?  have  ye  not  underftood  from 
the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  It  is  he  that  fitteth  upon 
the  circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as 
grafshoppers :  that  ftretcheth  out  the  heavens  as  a  curtain, 
and  fpreadeth  them  out  as  a  tent  to  dwell  in  :  that  bringeth 
the  princes  to  nothing:  he  maketh  the  judges  of  the  earth 
as  vanity.  Yea,  they  (hall  not  be  planted;  yea,  they  fhall 
not  be  fown  ;  yea,  their  ftock  {hail  not  take  root  in  the 
earth:  and  he  lhall  alfo  blow  upon  them,  and  they  fhall 
wither,  and  the  whirlwind  lhall  take  them  away  as  Itubble. 
To  whom  then  will  ye  liken  me,  or  (hall  I  be  equal?  faith 
the  Holy  One.  Lilt  up  your  eyes  on  high,  and  behold 
who  hath  created  thefe  things,  that  bringeth  out  their  hoft 
by  number  :  he  calleth  them  all  by  names,  by  the  greatnefs 
of  his  might,  for  that  he  is  ftrong  in  power:  not  one  faileth. 
Why  fayeft  thou,  O  Jacob,  and  fpeakeft,  O  Ifrael,  My  way 
is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  my  judgment  is  palfed  over  from 
my  God?  Haft  thou  not  known?  haft  thou  not  heard, 
that  the  everlafting  God,  the  Lord,  the  creator  of  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary?  there  is  no 
fearching  of  his  underftanding.  He  giveth  power  to  the 
faint ;  and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increafeth 
ftrength.  Even  the  youths  lhall  faint  and  be  weaiy,  and 
the  young  men  fhall  utterly  fall :  but  they  that  wait  upon 
the  Lord  lhall  renew  their  ftrength  :  they  (hall  mount  up 
with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  (hall  run,  and  not  be  weary  ;  and 
they  lhall  walk,  and  not  faint.  IJa'uih  40th  chapter. 


CkriJTs  peaceable  kingdom. 

AND  there  fhall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  ftem  of 
JeflTe,  and  a  branch  fhall  grow  out  of  his  roots;  and  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhall  reft  upon  him,  the  fpirit  of  wifdom 
and  underftanding,  the  fpirit  of  counfel  and  might,  the 
fpirit  of  knowledge,  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  And  fhall 
make  him  of  quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord: 
and  he  lhall  not  judge  after  the  fight  of  his  eyes,  neither 
reprove  after  the  hearing  of  his  ears.  But  with  righteoufnefs 
fhall  he  judge  the  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  for  the 
meek  of  the  earth  ;  and  he  fhall  fmite  the  earth  with  the  rod 
of  his  mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  fhall  he  flay 
the  wicked.  And  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  the  girdle  of  his 
loins,  and  faithfulnels  the  girdle  of  his  reins.  The  wolf 
alfo   fhall  dwell   with  the  Jamb,  and  the  leopard  fhall   lie 

down 
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down  with  the  kid  ;  and  the  calf,  and  the  young  lion,  and 
the  fatling  together,  and  a  little  child  lhall  lead  them. 
And  the  cow  and  the  hear  fluill  teed  ;  th-ir  young  ones  (hall 
lie  down  together:  and  the  li oh  (hall  eat  draw  like  the  ox. 
And  the  lucking  child  lhall  play  on  the  hole  of  the  afp,  and 
the  weaned  child  (hall  put  his  hand  on  the  cockatrice-den. 
They  fhall  not  hurt  nor  deftroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain  : 
for  the  earth  lhall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  fea.  Ijaiah  1 1  chap,  1 — 9. 


'the  fufferincrs  of  Chrift. 

BEHOLD,  my  fervant  fhall  deal  prudently,  he  fhall  be 
exalted  and  extolled,  and  be  very  high.  As  many  were 
aftonifhed  at  thee;  his  vifage  was  lb  marred  more  than  any 
man,  and  his  form  more  than  the  fons  of  men:  fo  fhall  he 
iprinkle  many  nations:  the  kings  fhall  fhut  their  mouths  at 
him  :  for  that  which  had  not  been  told  them  (hall  they  fee, 
and  that  which  they  had  not  heard  lhall  they  confider. 

Who  hath  believed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm 
of  the  Lord  revealed?  For  he  fhall  grow  up  before  him  as 
a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground  :  he  hath 
no  form  nor  comelinefs :  and  when  we  lhall  fee  him,  there 
is  no  beauty  that  we  fhould  defire  him.  He  is  defpifed  and 
rejected  of  men;  a  man  of  forrows,  and  acquainted  uith 
grief:  and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces  from  him  :  he  was 
defpifed,  and  we  eileemed  him  not.  Surely  he  hath  borne 
our  griefs,  and  carried  our  forrows  :  yet  we  did  efteem  him 
ftricken,  fmitten  of  God,  and  afHicled.  But  he  was  wounded 
lor  our  tranfgreffions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities: 
the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him;  and  with  his 
ftripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  Iheep  have  gone  aftray ; 
we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way :  and  the  Lord 
hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  He  was  oppreffed, 
and  he  was  afflicted,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth:  he  is 
brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as  a  fheep  before 
her  Ihearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  opened  not  his  mouth.  He 
was  taken  from  prilbn  and  from  judgment :  and  who  fhall 
declare  his  generation?  for  he  was  cut  off  out  of  the  land 
of  the  living :  for  the  tranfgreffion  of  my  people  was  he 
ftricken.  And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked,  and  with 
the  rich  in  his  death :  becaufe  he  had  done  no  violence, 
neither  was  any  deceit  in  his  mouth.  Yet  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  bruife  him  ;  he  hath  put  him  to  grief:  when  thou 
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flialt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  f\n,  he  (hall  fee  his  feed, 
he  (hall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  fhall 
profper  in  his  hand.  He  fhall  fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul, 
and  (hall  be  fatisfied :  by  his  knowledge  fhall  my  righteous 
fervant  juftify  many;  for  he  fhall  bear  their  iniquities. 
Therefore  will  I  divide  him  a  portion  with  the  great,  and 
he  fhall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  (trong  :  becaufe  he  hath 
poured  out  his  foul  unto  death  :  and  he  was  numbered  with 
the  tranfgreflbrs  ;  and  he  bare  the  fin  of  many,  and  made 
interceffion  for  the  tranfgreifors. 

Ifatah  52.  13  to  the  end  of  the  53d  chapter. 

Miami  11 

Calling  of  the  Gentiles. 

SING,  O  barren,  thou  that  didft  not  bear;  break  forth 
into  finging,  and  cry  aloud,  thou  that  didft  not  travail  with 
child  :  for  more  are  the  children  of  the  defolate  than  the 
children  of  the  married  wife,  faith  the  Lord.  Enlarge  the 
place  of  thy  tent,  and  let  them  ftretch  forth  the  curtains  of 
thine  habitations:  fpare  not,  lengthen  thy  cords,  and 
ftrengthen  thy  flakes ;  for  thou  lhalt  break  foith  on  thy 
right  hand  and  on  the  left  ;  and  thy  feed  fhall  inherit  the 
Gentiles,  and  make  the  defolate  cities  to  be  inhabited.  Fear 
not  ;  for  thou  lhalt  not  be  afhamed  :  neither  be  thou  con- 
founded ;  for  thou  fhalt  not  be  put  to  fhame  :  for  thou  flialt 
forget  the  fhame  of  thy  youth,  and  lhalt  not  remember 
the  reproach  of  thy  widowhood  any  more.  For  thy  Maker 
is  thine  hufband  ;  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name :  and 
thy  Redeemer,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  The  God  of  the 
whole  earth  fhall  he  be  called.  For  the  Lord  hath  called 
thee  as  a  woman  forfaken  and  grieved  in  fpirit,  and  a  wife  of 
ith,  when  thou  waft  refuted,  faith  thy  God.  For  a 
imall  moment  have  I  forfaken  thee  ;  but  with  great  mercies 
will  I  gather  thee.  In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from 
thee  for  a  moment  ;  but  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I 
have  mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy"  Redeemer.  For 
this  is  as  the  waters  of  Noah  unto  me:  for  as  I  have  fworu 
,  that  the  waters  of  Noah  fhould  no  more  go  over  the  earth  ; 
fc  have  I  {worn  that  I  would  not  be  wroth  with  thee,  nor 
rebuke  thee.  For  the  mountains  fhall  depart,  and  the  hills 
be  removed;  but  my  kindnefs  fhall.  not  depart  from  thee, 
neither  fhall  the  .  covenant  of  my  peace  be  removed, 
faith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on  thee,  Oh,  thou 
afflicted,  tolled  with  tempeft,  and  not  comforted,  be- 
!,  I  will  lay  thy  ft  ones  with  fair  colours,  and  lay  thy 
foundations  with  fapphires.     And  I  will  nwkc   thy  windows 

of 
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of  agates,  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy  borders 
of  pleafant  (tones.  And  all  thy  children  fhall  be  taught 
of  the  Lord  :  and  great  fhall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children. 
In  righteouihefs  (halt  thou  be  eftablifhed :  thou  (halt  be 
far  from  oppreffion  :  for  thou  fhalt  not  fear :  and  from  terror, 
for  it  fhall  not  come  near  thee.  Behold,  they  fhall  furely 
gather  together,  but  not  by  me  :  whofoever  fhall  gather 
together  againft  thee  (hall  fall  for  thy  fake.  Behold,  1  have 
created  the  fmith  that  bloweth  the  coals  in  the  fire,  and 
that  bringeth  forth  an  inftrument  for  his  work  ;  and  I  have 
created  the  wafter  to  deftroy.  No  weapon  that  is  formed 
ugainft  thee  fhall  profper  :  and  every  tongue  that  fhall  rife 
againft  thee  in  judgment  thou  fhalt  condemn.  This  is  the 
.heritage  of  the  iervants  of  the  Lord,  and  their  righteoufnefs 
is  of  me,  faith  the  Lord. 

Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and 
he  that  hath  no  money ;  come  ye,  buy,  and  eat ;  yea, 
come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  without 
price.  Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is 
not  bread  ?  and  your  labour  for  that  which  falisfieth  notV 
hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good, 
and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline  your 
ear,  and  come  unto  me :  hear,  and  your  foul  'fhall  live  : 
and  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  even  the 
fure  mercies  of  David.  Behold,  1  have  given  him  for  a  wit- 
nefs  to  the  people,  a  leader  and  commander  to  the  people. 
Behold,  thou  {halt  call  a  nation  that  thou  knoweft  not,  and 
nations  that  knew  not  thee  (hall  run  unto  thee,  becaufe  of 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  for  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael:  for 
he  hath  glorified  thee.  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may 
be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near:  let  the* 
wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts  :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will 
have  mercy  upon  him  ;  and  to  our  God,  lor  he  will  abun- 
dantly pardon.  For  my  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts, 
neither  are  your  ways  my  ways,  faith  the  Lord.  For  as 
the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  my  ways  higher 
than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts. 
For  as  the  rain  cometh  down,  and  the  fnow  from  heaven, 
and  returneth  not  thither,  but  watereth  the  earth,  and 
maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  feed  to 
the  fower,  and  bread  to  the  eater :  fo  fhall  my  word  be  that 
goeth  forth  out  of  my  mouth :  it  fhall  not  return  unto 
me  void,  but  it  (hall  accomplifh  that  which  I  pleafe,  and 
it  (hall  profper  in  the  thing  whereto  I  fent  it.     For  ye  (hall 
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go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth  with  peace:  the  moun- 
tains and  the  hills  fhall  break  forth  before  you  into  Gnging, 
and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  fhall  clip  their  hands.  Inftead 
of  the  thorn  (hall  come  up  the  fir-tree,  and  inftead  of  the 
brier  fhall  come  up  the  myrtle  tree:  and  it  (hall  be  to  the 
Lord  for  a  name:  for  an  everlafting  lign  that  (hall  not  be 
tut  off.  '  Ifaiah  54th  and  $$th  chapters . 


Nebuchadnezzar's  frjl  dream. 

AND  in  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar, 
Nebuchadnezzar  dreamed  dreams,  wherewith  his  Ipirit  was 
troubled,  and  his  deep  brake  from  him.  Then  the  king 
commanded  to  call  the  magicians,  and  the  aftrologers,  and 
the  forcerers,  and  the  Chaldeans,  for  to  (hew  the  king  his 
dreams.  So  they  came  and  ftood  before  the  king.  And 
the  king  laid  unto  them,  I  have  dreamed  a  dream,  and  my 
fpirit  was  troubled  to  know  the  dream.  Then  fpake  the 
Chaldeans  to  the  king  in  Syriack,  O  king,  live  forever: 
tell  thy  fervants  the  dream,  and  we  will  (hew  the  interpre- 
tation. The  king  anfwered  and  laid  to  the  Chaldeans,  The 
thing  is  gone  from  me  :  if  ye  will  not  make  known  unto  me 
the  dream  with  the  interpretation  thereof,  ye  (hall  be  cut  in 
•pieces,  and  your  houfes  fhall  be  made  a  dunghill.  But  if  ye 
ihew  the  dream,  and  the  interpretation  thereof,  ye  (hall 
receive  of  me  gifts,  and  rewards,  and  great  honour :  there- 
lore  (hew  me  the  dream,  and  the  interpretation  thereof. 
They  anfwered  again  and  laid,  Let  the  king  tell  his  fervants 
the  dream,  and  we  will  (hew  the  interpretation  of  it.  The 
king  anfwered  and  faid,  I  know  of  certainty  that1  ye  would 
gain  the  time,  becaufe  ye  fee  the  thing  is  gone  from  me. 
Biit  if  ye  will  not  make  known  unto  me  the  dream,  there  is 
but  one  decree  for  you :  for  ye  have  prepared  lying  and 
corrupt  words  to  fpeak  before  me,  till  the  time  be 
changed:  therefore  tell  me  the  dream,  and  I  (hall  know 
that  ye  can  (hew  me  the  interpretation  thereof.  The  Chal- 
deans anfwered  before  the  king,  and  faid,  There  is  not  a 
man  upon  the  earth  that  can  (hew  the  king's  matter  :  there- 
fore there  is  no  king,  lord,  nor  ruler,  that  a(keth  fuch  things 
at  any  magician,  or  aftrologer,  or  Chaldean.  And  it  is  a 
rare  thing  that  the  king  requireth,  and  there  is  none  other 
that  can  (hew  it  before  the  king,  except  the  gods,  whofe 
dwelling  is  not  with  flefh.  For  this  caufe  the  king  was  angry 
and  very  furious,  and  commanded   to  deftroy  all  the  wile 
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men  of  Babylon.  Ana  the  decree  went  forth  that  the 
v  ife  men  mould  be  flain  ;  and  they  fought  Daniel  and  his 
fellows  to  be  flain.  Then  Daniel  anfwered  with  counfei 
and  wifdom  to  Arioch  the  captain  of  the  king's  guard, 
which  was  pone  forth  to  flay  the  wile  men  of  Cab) Ion  :  he 
anfwered  and  laid  to  Arioch,  the  king's  captain,  Why  is 
the  decree  fo  hafty  from  the  king?  Then  Arioch  made  the 
thing  known  to  Daniel.  Then  Daniel  went  in  and  defired 
of  the  king  that  he  would  give  him  time,  and  that  he  would 
Ihew  the  Icing  the  interpretation.  Then  Daniel  went  to 
his  houfe,  and  made  the  thing  known  to  Hananiah,  Mi- 
ll Kiel,  and  A/.ariah,  his  companions:  that  they  would  defire 
meicics  of  the  God  of  heaven  concerning  this  fecret  ;  that 
Daniel  and  his  fellows  fhould  not  perifh  with  the  reft 
of  the  wile  men  of  Babylon.  Then  was  the  fecret  re- 
vealed unto  Daniel  in  a  night  vifion.  Then  Daniel 
bl'.'fed  the  God  of  heaven :  bleffed  be  the  name  of 
God  for  ever  and  ever:  for  wifdom  and  might  are  his: 
and  he  changeth  the  times  and  the  feafons;  he  removeth 
kings,  and  ietteth  up  kings:  he  giveth  wifdom  unto  the 
wife,  and  knowledge  to  their,  that  know  underftanding :  he 
revealeth  the  deep  and  fecret  things:  he  knoweth  what  is 
in  the  darknefs,  and  the  light  dwelleth  with  him.  I  thank 
thee,  and  praile  thee,  O  thou  God  of  my  fathers,  who  haft 
given  me  wifdom  and  might,  and  haft  made  known  unto 
me  now  what  we  defired  of  thee  :  for  thou  haft  now  made 
known  unto  us  the  king's,  matter.  Therefore  Daniel  went 
in  unto  Arioch  whom  the  king  had  ordained  to  deflroy  the 
wife  men  of  Babylon:  he  went,  and  laid  thus  unto  him, 
Deftroy  not  the  wife  men  of  Dab)  Ion  :  bring  me  in  before 
the  king,  and  I  will  (hew  unto  the  king  the  interpretation. 
Then  Arioch  brought  in  Daniel  before  the  king  in  hafte, 
and  laid  thus  unto  him,  I  have  found  a  man  of  the  captives 
of  Judah  that  will  make  known  unto  the  king  the  inter- 
pretation. The  king  anfwered,  and  faid  to  Daniel,  whofe 
name  was  Beltefhazzar,  Art  thou  able  to  make  known  unto 
me  the  dream  which  I  have  leen,  and  the  interpretation 
thereof;  Daniel  anfwered  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  and 
faid,  The  fecret  which  the  king  hath  demanded  cannot  the 
wife  men,  the  aftrologers,  the  magicians,  the  footh-faycrs, 
(hew  unto  the  king  ;  but  there  is  a  God  in  heaven  that  re- 
vealeth fecrets,  and  maketh  known  to  the  king  Nebuchad- 
nezzar what  (hall  be  in  the  latter  days.  Thy  dream,  and  the 
vifions  of  thy  head  upon  thy  bed,  arethefe;  as  for  thee, 
O  king,  thy  thoughts  came  into  thy  mind  upon  thy  bed, 

what 
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what  fhould  come  to  pa fs  hereafter :  and  he  that  revealeth 
iecrets  maketh  known  to  thee  what  fhall  con  i  .    But 

as  for  me,  this  fecret  is  not  revealed  to  me  for  any  wifdom 
that  I  have  more  than  any  living,  but  for  their  lakes  that 
fhall  make  known  the  interpretation  to  the  king,  and  that 
thou  mighteft  know  the  thought'-  of  thy  heart.  Thou,  O 
king,  faweft,  and  behold,  a  great  image.  This  great  image, 
whole  brightnefs  was  excellent,  frood  before  thee  :  and  the 
form  thereof  was  terrible.  This  image's  head  was  of  fine 
gold,  his  bread  and  his  arms  of  Giver,  his  belly  and  his 
thighs  of  bral's,  his  legs  of  iron,  his  feet  part  of  iron  and  part 
of  clay.  Thou  faweft  till  that  a  ftone  was  cut  out  without 
hands,  which  fmote  the  image  upon  his  feet  that  were  of 
iron  and  clay,  and  brake  them  to  pieces.  Then  was  the 
iron,  the  clay,  the  brafs,  the  filver,  and  the  gold,  broken  to 
pieces  together,  and  became  like  the  chaff  of  the  f'ummef 
threfhing  floors;  and  the  wind  carried  them  away,  that  no 
place  was  found  for  them  :  and  the  ftone  that  fmote  the 
image  became  a  great  mountain,  and  filled  "the  whole  earth. 
This  is  the  dream :  and  we  will  tell  the  interpretation  thereof 
before  the  king.  Thou,  O  king,  art  a  king  of  kings:  for 
the  God  of  heaven  hath  given  thee  a  kingdom,  power,  and 
ftrength,  and  glory.  And  wherefoever  the  children  of  men 
dwell,  the  beafts  of  the  field,  and  the  fowls  of  the  heaven 
hath  he  given  into  thine  hand,  and  hath  made  thee  ruler 
over  them  all.  Thou  art  this  head  of  gold.  And  alter 
thee  (hall  rife  another  kingdom  inferior  to  thee,  and  another 
third  kingdom  of  brafs,  which  fhall  bear  rule  over  all  the 
earth.  And  the  fourth  kingdom  fhall  be  ftrong  as  iron  : 
forafmuch  as  iron  breaketh  in  pieces,  and  fubdueth  all 
things  :  and  as  iron  that  breaketh  all  thefe,  fhall  it  break  in 
pieces  and  bruife.  And  whereas  thou  faweft:  the  feet  and 
toes,  part  of  potter's  clay,'  and  part  of  iron,  the  kingdom 
fhall  be  divided;  but  there  fhall  be  in  it  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  iron,  forafmuch  as  thou  faweft  the  iron  mixed  with  the 
miry  clay.  And  as  the  toes  of  the  feet  were  part  of  iron, 
and  part  of  clay,  f'o  the  kingdom  fhall  be  partly  ftrong,  and 
partly  broken.  And  whereas  thou  faweft  iron  mixed  with 
miry  clay,  they  fhall  mingle  themfelves  with  the  feed  of 
men  :  but  they  fhall  not  cleave  one  to  another,  even  as  iron 
is  not  mixed  with  clay.  And  in  the  days  of  thefe  kings  iliall 
the  God  oi  heaven  let  up  a  kingdom  which  (hall  never  be 
deftroyed  :  and  the  kingdom  fhall  not  be  left  to  another 
people,  but  it  fhall  break  in  pieces,  and  con  fume  all  thefe 
kingdoms,  and  it  lhall  ftand  for  ever.     Forafmuch  as  thou 

faweft 
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faweft:  that  the  flone  was  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without 
hands,  and  that  it  brake  in  pieces  the  iron,  the  brafs,  the 
clay,  the  filver,  and  the  gold ;  the  great  God  hath  made 
known  to  the  king  what  fhall  come  to  pafs  hereafter :  and 
the  dream  is  certain,  and  the  interpretation  thereof  fure. 
Then  the  king  Nebuchadnezzar  fell  upon  his  face,  and 
worshipped  Daniel,  and  commanded  that  they  fhould  offer 
an  oblation  and  fweet  odours  unto  him.  The  king  anfwered 
unto  Daniel,  and  faid,  Of  a  truth  it  is  that  your  God  is  a 
God  of  Gods,  and  a  Lord  of  kings,  and  a  revealer  of  fecrets, 
feeing  thou  couldeft  reveal  this  fecret.  Then  the  king  made 
Daniel  a  great  man,  and  gave  him  many  great  gifts,  and 
made  him  ruler  over  the  whole  province  of  Babylon,  and 
chief  of  the  governors  over  all  the  wife  men  of  Babylon. 
Then  Daniel  requefted  of  the  king,  and  he  fet  Shadrach, 
Mefhach,  and  Abednego  over  the  affairs  of  the  province  of 
Babylon  :  but  Daniel  lat  in  the  gate  of  the  king. 

Daniel  2d  chapter. 


Keluchadnezzar  s  fecond  dream. 

NEBUCHADNEZZAR  the  king,  unto  all  people, 
nations,  and  languages  that  dwell  in  all  the  earth,  Peace  be 
multiplied  unto  you,  T  thought  it  good  to  (hew  the  figns 
and  wonders  that  the  high  God  hath  wrought  toward  me. 
How  great  are  his  figns !  and  how  mighty  are  his  wonders! 
his  kingdom  is  an  everlafting  kingdom,  and  his  dominion  is 
from  generation  to  generation.  I  Nebuchadnezzar  was  at 
reft  in  mine  houfe,  and  flourifhing  in  my  palace:  I  faw  a 
dream  which  made  me  afraid,  and  the  thoughts  upon  my  bed, 
and  the  virions  of  my  head  troubled  me.  Therefore  made  I 
a  decree,  to  bring  in  all  the  wife-men  of  Babylon  before  me, 
that  they  might  make  known  unto  me  the  interpretation  of 
the  dream.  Then  came  in  the  magicians,  the  aftrologers, 
the  Chaldeans  and  the  foothfayers  :  and  I  told  the  dream 
before  them  ;  but  they  did  not  make  known  to  me  the 
interpretation  thereof.  But  at  the  lift  Daniel  came  in  before 
me  (whofe  name  was  Beltefhazzar,  according  to  the  name  of 
my  God,  and  in  whom  is  the  fpirit  of  the  holy  gods)  and 
before  him  I  told  the  dream,  faying,  O  Beltefhazzar,, mafter 
of  the  magicians,  becaufe  I  know  that  the  fpirit  of  the  holy 
Gods  is  in  thee,  and  no  fecret  troubleth  thee,  tell  me  the 
vifions  of  my  dream  that  I  have  feen,  and  the  interpretation 
thereof.    Thus  were  the  vifions  of  mine  head  in  my  bed  ;  I 

faw, 
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favv,  and  behold  a  tree  in  the  midft  of  the  earth,    and    the 

height  thereof  was   great.  The  tree  grew,  and  was   ftrong, 

and   the  height  thereof  reached  into  heaven,  and  the  fight 

thereof  to  the  end   of  all   the  earth.     The    leaves    thereof 

were  fair,  and  the  fruit  thereof  much,  andin  it  was  meat  for 

all:  the  hearts  of  the  field  had  fhadow  under  it,  and  the 

fowls   of  the   heaven    dwelt  in  the  boughs   thereof,  and   all 

flefh  was  fed  of  it.     1  law  in  the  vifioris  of  my   head  upon 

my   bed,  and   behold,  a   watcher,    and  an  holy  one   came 

down  from   heaven.     He  cried  aloud,  and    laid  thus,  Hew 

down  the  tree,  and  cut  off  his  branches,    fhake  off  his  leaves, 

and  (batter  his  fruit  ;  let  the  beafts  get  away  from  under  it, 

and  the  fowls  from  his  branches.     Neverthelefs,  leave   the 

(lump  of  his  roots  in  the  earth,  even  with   a  band   of  iron 

and  brats,  in  the  tender  grafs  of  the  field,  and  let  it  be  wet 

with  the   dew  of  heaven,  and  let   his  portion  be  with  the 

beads  in  the  grafs  of  the  earth.     Let  his  heart   be  changed 

from  man's,  and  let  a  bead's  heart  be  given  unto  him,  and  let 

{e\cn  times  pafs  o\er  him.     This  matter  is  by  the  decree  of 

the  watchers,  and  the  demand   by  the  word   of  the   holv 

ones:  to  the  intent  that  the  living  may  know  that  the  moll 

High  ruleth    in  the   kingdom   of  men,   and    giveth    it    to 

whomfocver  he  will,  and  fetteth  up  over  it  the  bafeft  of  men. 

This  dream  I    king  Nebuchadnezzar  have  feen  :  now  thou, 

O  Beltefhazzar,  declare  the  interpretation  thereof,. forafmuch 

as  all  the  wife-men  of  my  kingdom    are   not  able  to  make 

known    unto  me  the  interpretation :  but  thou  art  able,   for 

the  fpirit  of  the  holy  gods  is  in  thee.     Then  Daniel  (whole 

name  was  Beltefhazzar)  was  aflonifhed  for  one  hour,  and  his 

thoughts  troubled  him  :  the  king  fpake  and  laid,  Beltefhazzar, 

let  not  the  dream,   or  the  interpretation  thereof   trouble 

thee.     Beltefhazzar  anlwered  and  laid,  My  lord,  the  dream 

be  to  them  that  hate  thee,  and   the  interpretation  thereof  to 

thine  enemies.     The  tree  that  thou  fawefl,  which  grew,  and 

was  ftrong,  whofe  height  reached  unto  the  heaven,  and  the 

fight  thereof  to  all  the  earth  ;  whofe  leaves  were  fair,  and  the 

huit  thereof  much,    and   in  it    was   meat   for  all  ;    under 

which  the  beafts  of  the  field  dwelt,  and  upon  whole  branches 

the  fowls  of  the  heaven  had  their  habitation  :  it  is  thou,  O 

king,  that  art  grown  and  become  ftrong :  for  thy  greatnels 

u   grown  and  reacheth  unto  heaven,    and  thy  dominion  to 

the  end  of  theearth.     And  whereas  the  king  faw  a  watcher, 

and  an  holy  one  coming   down  from   heaven,  and    faying, 

Hew  the  tree  down,  and  deftroy  it,   yet  leave  the  flump  of 

the  roots  thereof  in  the  earth,  even  with  a  band  of  iron  and 

brafs 
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brafsin  the  tender  grafs  of  the  field,  and  let  it  be  wet  with 
the  dew  of  heaven,  and  let  his  portion  be  with  the  be/ifts    of 
the   field,   till   feven  times  pafs  over  him  ;  this  is  the   in- 
terpretat  oi,  O    king,  and  this  is  the  decree   of  the   moft 
High,  which  is  come  upon    my  lord  the  Icing:  that   they 
fhall  drive  thee  from  men,  and  thy  dwelling  fhall  be  with  the 
beafts  of  the   field,  and    they  fhall  make  thee  to  eat  grafs  as 
oxen,  and  they  fhall  wet  thee  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and 
feven  times  fhall  pafs  over  thee,,  till  thou  know  that  the  moft 
High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it  to  whom- 
soever he  will.     And  whereas  they  commanded  to  leave  the 
flump  of  the  tree-roots ;  thy  kingdom  fhall  be   fure   unto 
thee,  after  that  thou  fhalt  have  known  the  heavens  do  rule. 
Wherefore,  O  king,  let  my  counfel  be  acceptable  unto  thee, 
and  break  off  thy  Tins  by  righteoufnefs,  and  thine  iniquities 
by  (hewing  mercy  to  the  poor;  if  it  mav  be  a  lengthening  of 
thy    tranquility.     All  this   came    upon    the   king   Nebu- 
chadnezzar.    At  the  end  of  twelve  months  he  walked  in  the 
palace  of  the  kingdom   of  Babylon.     The  king  fpake,  and 
laid,  Is  not  this  great  Babylon   that  I  have  built  for  the 
houfe  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  my  power,   and  for 
the  honour  of  my  majefty  ?  While  the  word  was  intheking'^ 
mouth,  there  fella  voice  from  heaven,  faying,  O  king  Ne- 
buchadnezzar, to  thee  it  is  fpoken,  the  kingdom  is  departed 
from   thee.     And  they  fhall  drive  thee  from  men,  and  thy 
dwelling  fhall  be   with    the  beafts  of  the   held :    they  fhall 
make  thee  to  eat  grafs  as  oxen,   and   feven  times  fhall  pafs 
over  thee,    until  thou  know  that  the  moft    High  ruleth    in 
the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it   to  whomfoever  he  will. 
The  fame  hour  was  the  thing  fulfilled  upon  Nebuchadnezzar; 
and  he  was  driven  from  men,  and  did  eat  grafs  as  oxen,  and  his 
body  was  wet  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  till  his  hairs  were  grown 
like  eagles  feathers,  and  his  nails  like  birds  claws.     And  at 
the  end  of  the  days,  I   Nebuchadnezzar  lifted  up  mine  eyes 
unto  heaven,  and  mine  underftanding  returned  unto  me,  and 
I  bleffed  the  moft  High,   and  I  praiied   and  honoured  him 
that  liveth  for  ever,  whole  dominion  is  an  everlafting  domi- 
nion, and    his  kingdom  is  from  generation  to  generation. 
And  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  nothing  : 
and  he  docth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  :  and   none  can  ftay  his 
hand,  or  fay  unto  him,  What  doeft  thou  ?     At   the   fame 
time  my  reafon  returned  unto  me,  and  for  the  glory  of  my 
kingdom,   mine  honour  and   brightnefs  returned  unto  me  ; 
and  my  counfellors  and    my  lords  fought  unto  me  ;  and   I 

was 
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v/.:s  eftablifhed  in  my  kingdom,  and  excellent  majefty  was 
added  unto  me.  Now  I  Nebuchadnezzar  praife  and  extol 
and  honour  the  King  of  heaven,  all  whofe  works  are  truth, 
and  his  ways  judgment,  and  thole  that  walk  in  pride  he  is 
able  to  abale.  Dan'ui  #h  chap!, r. 


Daniel's  v'tfion  of  God's  kingdom* 
IN  the  firft  year  of  iJcl.'hazzar  king  of  Babylon  Daniel 
had  a  dream,  and  vifions  of  his  head  upon  his  bed.  Then 
he  wrote  the  dream,  and  told  the  lum  of  the  matters.  Daniel 
fpake,  and  faid,  I  faw  in  my  vifion  by  night,  and  behold, 
the  four  winds  of  the  heaven  Itrove  upon  the  great  lea.  And 
four  great  beafts  came  up  from  the  fea,  diverle  one  from  ano- 
ther. The  firft  was  like  a  lion,  and  had  eagles  wings :  I  be- 
held till  the  wings  thereof  were  plucked,  and  it  was  lifted  up 
from  the  earth,  and  made  ftand  upon  the  feet  as  a  man,  and 
a  man's  heart  was  given  to  it.  And  behold,  another  beaft,  a 
ferond,  like  to  a  bear,  and  it  railed  up  itfelf  on  one  fide,  and 
it  had  three  ribs  in  the  mouth  of  it  between  the  teeth  of  it : 
and  they  faid  thus  unto  it,  Arile,  devour  much  fiefh.  After 
this,  I  beheld,  and  lo,  another,  like  a  leopard,  which  had 
upon  the  back  or  it  four  wings  of  a  fowl:  the  beaft  had  alio 
four  heads,  and  dominion  was  given  to  it.  After  this  I  faw 
in  the  night  vifions,  and  behold,  a  fourth  beaft,  dreadful 
and  terrible,  and  firong  exceedingly  ;  and  it  had  great  iron 
teeth:  it  devoured  and  brake  in  pieces,  and  ftamped  the  re- 
fidue  with  the  feet  of  it :  and  it  was  diverle  from  all  the  beafts 
that  were  before  it,  and  it  had  ten  horns.  I  confidered  the 
horns,  and  behold,  there  came  up  among  them  another  little 
horn,  before  whom  there  were  three  of  the  firft  horns  pluck- 
ed up  by  the  roots :  and  behold,  in  this  horn  were  eyes  like 
the  eyes  of  man,  ...id  a  mouth  fpeaking  great  things.  I  be- 
hi  Id  till  the  thrones  were  caft  down,  and  the  Ancient  of  days 
did  fit,  whofe  garments  was  white  as  fnow,  and  the  hair  of 
his  head  like  the  pure  wool :  his  throne  was  like  the  fiery 
name,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire.  A  fiery  ftream  illued 
and  came  forth  before  him :  thoufand  thoufands  miniltered 
unto  him,  and  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  flood  before 
him:  the  judgment  was  fet,  and  the  books  were  opened. 
1  beheld  then,  becaufe  of  the  voice  of  the  great  words  which 
the  horn  fpake:  I  beheld  even  till  the  beaft  was  flam,  and 
1  is  body  deftroyed,  and  given  to  the  burning  flame.  As 
concerning  the  reft  of  the  beans,  they  had  their  dominion 
taken  away:  yet  their  lives  were  prolonged  for  a  fea  fon  and 

times 
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time.  I  faw  in  the  night  vifions,  and  behold,  one  like  the 
Son  of  man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the 
Ancient  of  days,  and  they  brought  him  near  before  him. 
And  there  was  given  him  dominion,  and  glory,  and  a  king- 
dom, that  all  people,  nations,  and  languages,  mould  ferve 
him:  his  dominion  is  an  everlafting  dominion,  which  fTnll 
not  pal's  away,  and  his  kingdom  that  which  (hall  not  be  de- 
llroyed.  I  Daniel  was  grieved  in  my  fpirit  in  the  midft  of 
my  body,  and  the  vifions  of  my  head  troubled  me.  I  came 
near  unto  one  of  them  that  flood  by,  and  afked  him  the 
truth  of  all  this.  So  he  told  me,  and  made  me  know  the 
interpretation  of  the  things.  Thefe  great  beads,  which  are 
four,  are  four  kings  which  (hall  arife  out  of  the  earth.  But 
the  faints  of  the  moft  High  fhall  take  the  kingdom,  and  pof- 
fefs  the  kingdom  for  ever,  even,  for  ever  and  ever.  Then  I 
would  know  the  truth,  of  the  fourth  beafl:,  which  was  diverfe 
from  all  the  others,  exceeding  dreadful,  whofe  teeth  were  of 
iron,  and  his  nails  of  brafs  ;  which  devoured,  brake  in  pieces, 
and  ftamped  the  refidue  with  his  feet ;  and  of  the  ten  horns 
that  were  in  his  head,  and  of  the  other  which  came  up,  and 
before  whom  three  fell ;  even  of  that  horn  that  had  eyes,  and 
a  mouth  that  fpake  very  great  things,  whofe  look  was  more 
ftout  than  his  fellows.  1  beheld,  and  the  fame  horn  made 
war  with  the  faints,  and  prevailed  againfl:  them ;  until  the 
Ancient  of  days  came,  and  judgment  was  given  to  the  faints 
of  the  mofl:  High  ;  and  the  time  came  that  the  faints  poffeffed 
the  kingdom.  Thus  he  faid,  The  fourth  beafl:  fhall  be  the 
fourth  kingdom  upon  earth,  which  fhall  be  diverfe  from  all 
kingdoms,  and  fhall  devour  the  whole  earth,  and  fhall  tread 
it  down,  and  break  it  in  pieces.  And  the  ten  horns  out  of 
this  kingdom  are  ten  kings  that  fhall  arife ;  and  another  fhall 
rife  after  them,  and  he  fhall  be  diverfe  from  the  firft,  and 
he  fhall  fubdue  three  kings.  And  he  fhall  fpeak  great  words 
againfl:  the  moft  High,  and  fhall  wear  out  the  faints  of  the 
mofl  High,  arid  think  to  change  times  and  laws:  and  they 
fhall  be  given  into  his  hand,  until  a  time  and  times  and  the 
dividing  of  time.  But  the  judgment  fhall  fit,  and  they  fhall 
take  away  his  dominion,  to  confume  and  to  deftroy  it  unto 
the  end.  And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven,  fhall  be  given  to 
the  people  of  the  faints  of  the  mofl:  High  :  whofe  kingdom  is  an 
everlafling  kingdom,  and  all  dominions  fhall  ferve  and  obey 
him.  Hitherto  is  the  end  of  the  matter.  Asforme  Daniel,  my 
cogitations  much  troubled  me,  and  my  countenance  changed 
in  me  :  but  I  kept  the  matter  in  my  heart.  Daniel  nih  chapter. 
Vol.111,  Ee  Daniel's 
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Daniel's  vifion  of  the  ram  and  !f- 

IN  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  Icing  Belfhazzar,  a  vifion 
appeared  unto  me,  even  unto  me  Daniel,  after  that  which 
appeared  unto  me  at  the  liifi.  And  I  law  in  a  vifion;  and 
it  came  to  pais  when  1  law  that  I  was  at  Shufhan  in  the  palace, 
which  is  in  the  province  of  Elam  :  and  1  law  in  a  vil'on,  and 
I  was  by  the  river  of  Ulai.  Then  I  lilted  up  mine  eyes,  and 
law,  and  behold,  there  flood  before  the  river  a  ram  which  had 
two  horns  :  and  the  two  horns  were  high,  but  one  was 
higher  than  the  other,  and  the  higher  came  up  laft.  I  faw 
the  ram  pufhing  weftward,  and  northward,  and  fouthward,  fo 
that  no  beafts  might  ftand  before  him,  neither  was  there 
any  that  could  deliver  out  of  his  hand,  but  he  did  according 
to  his  will,  and  became  great.  And  as  I  was  confidering,  be- 
hold, an  he-goat  came  from  the  weft  on  the  face  of  the  whole- 
earth,  and  touched  not  the  ground :  and  the  goat  had  a  nota- 
ble horn  between  his  eyes  ;  and  he  came  to  the  ram  that 
had  two  horns,  which  I  had  feen  (landing  before  the  river, 
and  ran  unto  him  in  the  fury  of  his  power  ;  and  I  faw  him 
come  clofe  unto  the  ram,  and  he  was  moved  with  choler 
againfl  him,  and  fmote  the  ram,  and  brake  his  two  horns : 
and  there  was  no  power  in  the  ram  to  ftand  before  him,  but 
he  caft  him  down  to  the  ground,  and  ftamped  upon  him  : 
and  there  was  none  that  could  deliver  the  ram  out  of  his 
hand.  Therefore  the  he-goat  waxed  very  great :  and  when 
he  was  ftrong,  the  great  horn  was  broken ;  and  for  it  came 
up  four  notable  ones  toward  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  And 
out  of  one  of  them  came  forth  a  little  horn,  which  waxed  ex- 
ceeding great  toward  the  fouth,  and  toward  the  eaft,  and  to- 
ward thepleafant  land;  and  it  waxed  great  even  to  the  hofr 
of  heaven ;  and  it  caft.  down  fome  of  the  hoft  and  of  the  ftars 
to  the  ground,  and  ftamped  upon  them  :  yea,  he  magnified 
himfelf  even  to  the  prince  of  the  hoft  ;  and  by  him  the  daily 
iacrifice  was  taken  away,  and  the  place  of  his  fancluary 
caft  down.  And  an  hoft  was  given  him  againft  the  daily  Ia- 
crifice by  realbn  of  tranlgreffion,  and  it  caft  down  the  truth 
to  the  ground,  and  it  prac-tifed  and  profpered..  Then  I  heard 
one  faint  fpeaking,  and  another  laint  laid  unto  that  certain 
laint  which  fpake,  How  long  f hall  be  the  vifion  concerning 
the  daily  Iacrifice,  and  the  tranfgreflion  of  defolation,  to 
give  both  the  lanctuary  and  the  hoft  to  be  trodden  under 
foot  ?  And  he  faid  unto  me,  Unto  two  thouiand  and  three 
hundred  days :  then  fhall  the  fan&uary  be  cleanfed.  And  it 
ewe  to  pais,  when  I,  even  I  Daniel,  had  feen  the  vifion. 

and 
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and  fought  for  the  meaning,  then  behold,  there  flood  before 
me  as  the  appearance  of  a  man  ;  and  I  heard  a  man's  voice 
between  the  banks  of  Ulai,  which  called,  and  laid,  Gabriel, 
make  this  man  to  underftand  the  vifion.  So  he  came  near 
where  I  ftood:  and  when  he  came,  I  was  afraid;  and  fell 
upon  my  face:  but  he  laid  unto  me,  Underftand,  O  fon  of 
man:  for  at  the  time  of  the  end  lhall  be  the  vifion.  Now 
as  he  was  fpe'akirig  with  me,  I  was  in  a  deep  fleep  on  my 
face  toward  the  ground :  but  he  touched  me,  and  fet  me 
upright.  And  he  laid,  Behold,  I  will  make  thee  know 
what  (hall  be  in  the  laft  end  of  the  indignation  :  for  at  the 
time  appointed  the  end  fhall  be.  The  ram  which  thou 
faweft  having  two  horns,  are  the  kings  of  Media  and  Perfia. 
And  the  rough  goat  is  the  king  of  Grecia:  and  the  great 
horn  thai  is  between  his  eyes,  is  the  firfl  king.  Now  that 
being  broken,  whereas  four  ftood  up  for  it,  four  kingdoms 
fhall  ftand  up  out  of  the  nation,  but  not  in  his  power.  And 
m  the  latter  time  of  their  kingdom,  when  the  tranfgreffors 
are  come  to  the  full,  a  king  of  fierce  countenance,  and 
underftanding  dark  fentences,  fhall  ftand  up ;  and  his 
power  fhall  be  mighty,  but  not  by  his  own  power  :  and  he 
(hall  deftroy  wonderfully,  and  fhall  profper,  and  practice, 
and  ilia II  deftroy  the  mighty  and  the  holy  people.  And 
through  his  policy  alfo  he  fhall  caufe  craft  to  profper  in  his 
hand  ;  and  he  fhall  magnify  himfelf  in  his  heart,  and  by 
peace  fhall  deftroy  many:  he  fhall  alfo  ftand  up  againft  the 
prince  of  princes :  but  he  lhall  be  broken  without  hand  ; 
and  the  vifion  of  the  evening  and  the  morning  which  was 
told  is  true ;  wherefore  (hut  thou  up  the  vifion  ;  for  it  lhall 
be  for  many  days.  And  I  Daniel  fainted  and  was  fick  cer- 
tain days :  afterward  I  rofc  up  and  did  the  king's  bufinefs : 
and  I  was  aftonifhed  at  the  vifion,  but  none  underftood  it. 

Daniel  8tii  chapter. 


MOMM 


Daniel's  feventy  weefa, 

SEVENTY  weeks  are  determined  upon   thy  people, 

and  upon  thy  holy  city,  to  finifh  the  tranfgreffion,  and  to 

make  an  end  of  (ins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity, 

and  to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and  to  feal  up  the 

;i  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the  moft  Holy.     Know 

therefore  and  underftand,  that  from  the  going  forth  of  the 

commandment  to  reftore  and  to  build  jerufalem  unto  the 

Median   the  Prince,    lhall  be  (even  weeks  ;  and  threefrore 

E  e  2  and 
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and  two  weeks  the  ffreet  fhall  be  built  again,  and  the  wall, 
even  in  troublous  times.  And  after  three  (core  and  two 
weeks  lhall  Meffiah  be  cut  off,  but  not  for  himfelf ;  and  the 
people  of  the  prince  that  (hall  come  fhall  deftroy  the  city 
and  the  fanctuary  ;  and  the  end  thereof  fhall  be  with  a 
flood,  and  unto  the  end  of  the  war  defolations  are  deter- 
mined. And  he  fliall  confirm  the  covenant  with  many  for 
one  week:  and  in  the  midft  of  the  week  he  fhall  caufe  the 
facrifice  and  the  oblation  to  ceafe,  and  for  the  overlpreading 
of  abominations  he  lhall  make  it  defolate,  even  until  the 
confummation,  and  that  determined  fliall  be  poured  upon 
the  delolate.  Daniel  9.  24—27. 


Daniel's  vijhn  of  a  man  clothed  with  linen. 

I  N  the  third  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Perlia  a  thing  was 
revealed  unto  Daniel,  whole  name  was  called  Beltelh  izzar ; 
and  the  thing  was  ttue,  but  the  time  appointed  was  long : 
and  he  undcrflood  the  thing,  and  had  underllanding  of  the 
vifion.  In  thole  days  1  Daniel  was  mourning  three  full 
ks.  I  ate  no  pfeafant  bread,  neither  came  tiefh  nor 
wine  in  my  mouth,  neither  did  1  anoint  myielf  at  all,  till 
three  whole  weeks  were  fulfilled.  And  in  the  four  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  firft  month,  as  1  was  by  the  fide  of  the 
great  river,  which  is  Hiddekel ;  then  1  lifted  up  mine 
eyes,  and  looked,  and  behold,  a  certain  man  clothed  in 
linen,  whole  loins  were  girded  with  fine  gold  of  Uphaz : 
his  body  alfo  was  like  the  beryl,  and  his  face  as  the 
appearance  of  lightning,  and  his  eyes  as  lamps  of  fire, 
and  his  arms  and  his  feet  like  in  colour  to  polilhed 
In  ifs,  and  the  voice  of  his  words  like  the  voice  of  a  mul- 
titude. And  I  D.iniel  alone  law  the  vifion:  for  the  met* 
that  were  with  me  faw  not  the  vifion;  but  a  great  quaking 
fell  upon  them,  lb  that  they  fled  to  hide  themfeh 
Therefore  I  was  left  alone,  and  faw  this  great  vifion,  and 
e  remained  no  ftrength  in  me  ;  for  my  corhelinefs  was 
tumid  in  me  into  corruption,  and  I  retained  no  ftrength. 
Yet  heard  1  the-  voice  of  his  words;  and  when  I  heard  the 
voice  of  his  word: ,  then  was  1  in  a  deep  fleep  on  my  face, 
and  my  I  ice  toward  the  ground.  And  behold,  an  hand 
touched  me,  which  let  me  upon  my  knees,  and  upon  the 
18  of  u:\  bands.  And  he  faid  unto  me,  O  Daniel,  a 
man  greatly  beloved,  underftand  the  words  that  I  fpeak  unto 
.,  and  fhnd   upright;    for  unto  thee  am  I  now  feni. 

And 
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And  when  he  had  fpolcen  this  word  unto  me,  I  flood 
trembling.  Then  faid  he  unto  me,  Fear  not,  Daniel  :  for 
from  the  firft  day  that  thou  didft  fet  thine  heart  to  under- 
ftand,  and  to  chaften  thyfelf  before  thy  God,  thy  words 
were  heard  ;  and  I  am  come  for  thy  words.  But  the  prinre 
of  the  kingdom  of  Perfia  withftood  me  one  and  twenty  days  : 
but  lo,  Michael,  one  of  the  chief  princes,  came  to  help 
me  ;  and  I  remained  there  with  the  kings  of  Perfia.  Now 
I  am  come  to  make  thee  underftand  what  (hall  befal  thy 
people  in  the  latter  days :  for  yet  the  virion  is  for  many 
days.  And  when  he  had  fpoken  fuch  words  unto  me,  I  fet 
my  face  toward  the  ground,  and  I  became  dumb.  And 
behold,  one  like  the  fimilitude  of  the  fons  of  men,  touched 
my  lips :  then  I  opened  my  mouth,  and  fpake,  and  faid 
unto  him  that  flood  before  me,  O  my  lord,  by  the  vifion 
my  forrows  are  turned  upon  me,  and  1  have  retained  no 
ftrength.  For  how  can  the  fervant  of  this  my  lord,  talk 
with  this  my  lord?  for  as  for  me,  ftraightway  there  re- 
mained no  ftrength  in  me,  neither  is  there  breath  left  in 
me.  Then  there  came  again  and  touched  me  one  like  the 
appearance  of  a  man,  and  he  ftrengthened  me,  and  faid,  O 
man  greatly  beloved,  fear  not!  peace  be  unto  thee,  be 
ftrong,  yea,  be  ftrong.  And  when  he  had  fpoken  unto  me, 
I  was  ftrengthened,  and  faid,  Let  my  lord  fpeak :  for  thou 
haft  ftrengthened  me.  Then  faid  he,  Knoweft  thou  where- 
fore I  come  unto  thee  ?  and  now  will  I  return  to  fight  with 
the  prince  of  Perfia  :  and  when  I  am  gone  forth,  lo,  the 
prince  of  Grecia  (hall  come.  But  I  will  fhew  thee  that 
which  is  noted  in  the  fcripture  of  truth  :  and  there  is 
none  that  holdeth  with  me  in  thefe  things,  but  Michael 
your  prince. 

Alio  I,  in  the  firft  year  of  Darius  the  Mede,  even  I,  ftood 
to  confirm  and  to  ftrengthen  him.  And  now  will  I  fhew 
thee  the  truth.  Behold,  there  fhall  ftand  up  yet  three 
kings  in  Perfia,  and  the  fourth  lhall  be  far  richer  than  they 
all:  and  by  his  ftrength  through  his  riches  he  fhall  ftir  up 
all  againft  the  tealm  of  Grecia.  And  a  mighty  king  fhall 
ftand  up,  that  fhall  rule  with  great  dominion,  and  do  ac- 
cording to  his  will.  And  when  he  fhall  ftand  up,  his  king- 
dom fhall  be  broken,  and  fhall  be  divided  toward  the  four 
winds  of  heaven  ;  and  not  to  his  pofterity,  nor  according  to 
his  dominion  which  he  ruled:  for  his  kingdom  fhall  be 
plucked  up,  even  for  others  befide  thofe.  And  the  king 
of  the  fouth  fhall  be  ftrong,  and  one  of  his  princes :  and 
he  fhall  be  ftrong  above  him,   and  have   dominion  ;    his 

E  e  3  dominion 
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dominion  (hall  be  a  groat  dominion.  And  in  tec  end  of  • 
years  they  fhall  join  themlelves  together:  for  ihe  kii 
daughter  of  the  fouth  fhall  come  to  the  king  of  the  north 
to  nuke  an  agreement:  but  (he  (hill  not  retain  the  poi 
of  the  arm:  neither  (hall  he  ftand,  nor  his  arm;  but  ihe 
fiiall  be  given  up,  and  they  that  brought  her,  and  he  that 
begat  her,  and  he  that  fircnglhened  her  in  thele  times. 
But  out  of  a  branch  of  her  roots  fhall  one  ftand  up  in  his 
eftate,  which  ihall  come  with  an  army,  and  fhall  enter  into 
the  fort  re  Is  of  the  king  of  the  north,  and  (hail  deal  againft 
them,  and  fhall  prevail:  and  fha;l  alfo  carry  captives  into 
Egypt  their  gods,  with  their  princes,  and  with  their  preci 
veiiels  of  filver  and  of  gold :  and  he  fhall  continue  move 
years  than  the  king  of  the  north..  So  the  king  of  the  fouth 
lhall  come  into  his  kingdom,  and  fhall  return  into  his  own 
land.  But  his  fons  fhall  be  fiirred  up,  and  (hall  ailemble  a 
multitude  of  great  forces:  and  one  fhall  certainly  come,  and 
overflow,  and  pafs  through:  then  fhall  he  return,  and  be 
fiirred  up  even  to  his  fortrefs.  And  the  king  of  the  fouth 
fhall  be  moved  with  choltr,  and  fhall  come  forth  and  fight 
with  him,  even  with  the  king  of  the  north  :  and  he  fhall  fet 
forth  a  great  multitude;  but  the  multitude  (hall  be  given 
into  his  hand.  And  when  he  hath  taken  aw;iy  the  multi- 
tude, his  heart  fhall  be  lifted  up,  and  he  fhall  cafl  down 
many  ten  thoufands;  but  he  fhall  not  be  flrengthened  by 
it.  For  the  king  of  the  north  fhall  return,  and  (hall  let 
forth  a  multitude  greater  than  the  former,  and  fhall  cer- 
tainly come  after  certain  years  with  a  great  army,  and  with 
much  riches.  And  in  thofe  times  there  fhall  'many  ftand 
up  againft  the  king  of  the  fouth :  alfo  the  robbers  of  thy 
people  fhall  exalt  themfelves  to  eftablifh  the  virion  ;  but 
they  fhall  fall.  So  the  king  of  the  north  fhall  come  and  caft 
tip  a  mount,  and  take  the  moft  fenced  cities  :  and  the  arms 
of  the  fouth  fhall  not  withftand,  neither  his  chofen  people, 
neither  fhall  there  be  any  ftrength  to  withftand.  But  he 
that  cometh  againfl  him  fhall  do  according  to  his  own  will, 
and  none  fhall  ftand  before  him:  and  he  fhall  ftand  in  the 
glorious  land,  which  by  his  hand  fhall  be  confumed.  He 
fhall  alfo  let  his  face  to  enter  with  the  ftrength  of  his  whole 
kingdom:  and  upright  ones  with  him;  thus  ihall  he  do: 
and  he  ihall  give  him  the  daughter  of  women,  corrupting 
her:  but  ihe  ihall  not  ftand  op  his  fide,  neither  be  for  him. 
Alter  this  fhall  lie  turn  his  face  unto  the  ifles,  and  fhall  take 
many:  but  a  prince  for  hi- own  behalf  fhall  caufe  the  re- 
proach offered  by  him  toceafe;  without  his  own  reproach 

he 
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lie  (hall  caufe  it  to  turn  upon  him.  Then  he  (ball  turn  his 
Lee  toward  the  fort  of  his  own  land  :  but  he  (hall  ftumble, 
and  fail,  and  not  be  found.  Then  f ha  1 1  (land  up  in  his 
eftate  a  raifer  of  taxes  in  the  glory  of  the  kingdom  :  but 
within  few  days  he  fhall  be  deftroyed  ;  neither  in  anger,  nor 
in  battle.  And  in  his  eftate  lhall  (land  up  a  vile  perfon,  to 
whom  they  (hall  not  give  the  honour  of  the  kingdom  : 
but  he  (hall  come  in  peaceably;  and  obtain  the  kingdom  by 
iJatteries.  And  with  the  arms  of  a  flood  (hall  they  be  over- 
flown from  before  him,  and  (hall  be  broken  :  yea,  alfo  the 
prince  of  the  covenant.  And  after  the  league  made  with 
him  he  (hall  work  deceitfully :  for  he  (hall  come  up,  and 
fhall  become  (hong  with  a  (mall  people.  He  (hall  enter 
peaceably  even  upon  the  fatted  places  of  the  provinces :  and 
he  (hall  do  that  which  his  fathers  have  not  done,  nor  his 
fathers'  fathers ;  he  (hall  (catter  among  them  the  prey,  and 
fpoiJ,  and  riches:  yea,  and  he  (hall  forecaft  his  devices 
againft  the  ftrong  holds,  even  for  a  time.  And  he  fhall  ftir 
up  his  power  and  his  courage  againft  the  king  of  the  fouth 
with  a  great  army  :  and  the  king  of  the  fouth  (hall  be  (lined 
up  to  battle  with  a  very  great  and  mighty  army;  but  he 
ball  not  (land;  for  they  (hall  forecaft  devices  againft:  him. 
Yea,  they  that  feed  of  the  portion  of  his  meat  (hall  deftroy 
him,  and  his  army  fhall  overflow  ;  and  many  (hall  fall  down 
-{lain.  And  both  thefe  kings'  hearts  (hall  be  to  do  mifchief, 
and  they  (hall  (peak  lies  at  one  table  ;  but  it  (hall  not 
profper ;  for  yet  the  end  (hall  be  at  the  time  appointed. 
Then  fhall  he  return  into  his  land  with  great  riches ;  and 
his  heart  (hall  be  againft  the  holy  covenant :  and  he  fhall  do 
exploits,  and  return  to  his  own  land.  At  the  time  ap- 
pointed he  fhall  return,  and  come  toward  the  fouth;  but  it 
lhall  not  be  as  the  former,  or  as  the  latter.  For  the  (hips  of 
Chittim  (hall  come  againft  him:  therefore  he  (hall  be  grieved, 
and  return,  and  have  indignation  againft  the  holy  covenant: 
lb  fhall  he  do,  he  (hall  even  return,  and  have  intelligence 
with  them  that  forfake  the  holy  covenant.  And  arms  (hall 
ftand  on  his  part,  and  they  fhall  pollute  the  fan£tuary  of 
ftrength,  and  (hall  take  away  the  daily  facrifke,  and  they 
lhall  place  the  abomination  that  maketh  defolate.  And  fuch 
as  do  wickedly  againft  the  covenant  (hall  he  corrupt  by  flat- 
teries :  but  the  people  that  do  know  their  god  (hall  be 
ftrong,  and  do  exploits.  And  they  that  underftand  among 
the  people  (hall  inftruct  many:  yet  they  (hall  fall  by  the 
fword,  and  by  flame,  by  captivity,  and  by  fpoil,  many 
.days.     Now  when  they  fhall  fall,  they  (hall  be  holpen  with 

a  little 
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a  little  help:  but  many  (hall  cleave  to  them  with  flatteries. 
And  fome  of  them  of  underRanding  fhall  fall  to  try  them, 
and  to  purge,  and  to  make  them  white,  even  to  the  time  of 
the  end:  becaufe  it  is  yet  for  a  time  appointed.     And  the 
Icing  fhall  do  according  to  his  will,  and  he  fhall  exalt  him- 
felf,  and  magnify  himlelf  above  every  god,  and  fliall  fpeak 
marvellous  things  againfl:  the  God  of  gods,  and  fhall  prolpei 
till  the  indignation  be  accomplished :  for  that  that  is  de- 
termined fhall  be  done.     Neither  fliall  he  regard  the  God  of 
his  fathers,  nor  the  defire  of  women,  nor  regard  any  god : 
for  he  fhall  magnify  himfelf  above  all.     But  in  his  efhte 
fhall  he  honour  the  God  of  forces:  and  a  god,  whom  his 
fathers  knew  net,  fhall  he  honour  with  gold  and  filver,  and 
with  precious  ftones,  and  pleafant  things.     Thus  fhall  he 
do  in  the  moft  ftrong  holds  with  a  ftrange  god,  whom  he 
fliall   acknowledge  and   increafe  with  glory:    and  he  fliall 
caule  them  to  rule  over  many,  and  fhall  divide  the  land  for 
gain.     And  at  the  time  of  the  end  fliall  the  king  of  the 
louth  pufli  at  him:  and  the  king  of  the  north  fhall  come 
againft  him  like  a  whirlwind,  with  chariots,  and  with  horfe- 
men,   and  with  many  fhips:  and  he  fliall   enter  into  the 
countries,  and  fhall  overflow  and  pafs  over.     He  fliall  enter 
alfo   into  the  glorious  land,   and   many  countries   fhall  be 
overthrown:  but  thefe  fhall  efcape  out  of  his  hand,  even 
Edom  and  Moab,  and  the  chief  of  the  children  of  Amnion. 
He  fhall  ftretch  forth  his  hand  alfo  upon  the  countries:  and 
the  land  of  Egypt   fhall  not  efcape.     But  he  fhall  have 
power  over  the  trea  fines  of  gold  and  of  filver,  and  over  all 
the  precious  things  of  Egypt:   and  the  Libyans  and  the 
Ethiopians  fhall  be  at  his  fteps.     But  tidings  out  of  the  eaft 
and  out  of  the  north  fliall  trouble  him :  therefore  he  fhall 
go  forth  with  great  fury  to  deftroy,  and  utterly  to  make 
a  way  many.     And   he   fhall   plant   the   tabernacles   of  his 
palaces  between  the  feas  in  the  glorious  holy  mountain  :  yet 
he  fliall  come  to  his  end,  and  none  fhall  help  him. 

And  at  that  time  fhall  Michael  ftand  up,  the  great  prince 
which  ftandeth  for  the  children  of  thy  people ;  and  there 
fhall  be  a  time  of  trouble  fuch  as  never  was  fince  there  was 
ion  even  to  that  fame  time:  and  at  that  time  thy  people 
(hall  be  delivered,  every  one  that  fhall  be  found  written  in 
the  book.  And  many  of  them  that  fleep  in  the  duff  of  the 
earth  fhall  awake,  fome  to  everlafting  life,  and  fome  to 
fhame,  and  everlafting  contempt.  And  they  that  be  wile 
fh.ali  fhinc  as  the-  brigbtnefs  of  the  firmament:  and  they  that 
turn  many  to  rigbttoulnei's,  as  the  flars  for  ever  and  ever. 

But 
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But  thou,  O  Daniel,  (hut  up  the  words,  and  leal  the  book 
even  to  the  time  of  the  end  :  many  mail  run  to  and  fro,  and 
knowledge  fhall  be  increafed.  Then  I  Daniel  looked,  and 
behold,  there  flood  other  two,  the  one  on  this  fide  of  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  the  other  on  that  fide  of  the  bank  of 
the  river.  And  one  faid  to  the  man  clothed  in  linen,  which 
was  upon  the  waters  of  the  river,  How  long  fhall  it  be  to 
the  end  of  thefe  wonders  ?  And  I  heard  the  man  clothed 
in  linen,  which  was  upon  the  waters  of  the  river,  when  he 
held  up  his  Tight  hand  and  his  left  hand  unto  heaven,  and 
fware  by  him  that  liveth  for  ever,  that  it  fhall  be  for  a  time, 
times,  and  an  half ;  and  when  he  fhall  have  accomplifhed 
to  fcatter  the  power  of  the  holy  people,  all  thefe  things  fhall 
be  finifhed.  And  I  heard,  but  I  underftood  not.  Then 
faid  I,  O  my  Lord,  what  fhall  be  the  end  of  thefe  things? 
And  he  faid,  Go  thy  way,  Daniel:  for  the  words  are  clofed 
up  and  fealed  till  the  time  of  the  end.  Many  (hall  be 
purified  and  made  white  and  tried  :  but  the  wicked  fhall  do 
wickedly ;  and  none  of  the  wicked  fhall  underfland ;  but 
the  wife  fhall  underftand.  And  from  the  time  that  the 
daily  facrifice  fhall  be  taken  away,  and  the  abomination  that 
maketh  defolate  fet  up,  there  fhall  be  a  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  ninety  days.  Bleffed  is  he  that  waiteth,  and 
cometh  to  the  thoufand  three  hundred  and  five  and  thirty 
days.  But  go  thou  thy  way  till  the  end  be  :  for  thou  (halt 
reft,  and  ftand  in  thy  lot  at  the  end  of  the  days. 

Daniel  10,  11,  and  \2th  chapters. 


Dejlruclion  of  Jerufalem. 

AND  when  he  was  come  near,  he  beheld  the  city,  and 
weptiover  it,  Saying,  If  thou  hadft.  known,  even  thou,  at 
leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy 
peace !  but  now  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes.  For  the  days 
fhall  come  upon  thee,  that  thine  enemies  fhall  caft  a  trench 
about  thee,  and  compafs  thee  round,  and  keep  thee  in  on 
every  fide.  And  fhall  lay  thee  even  with  the  ground,  and 
thy  children  within  thee  ;  and  they  fhall  not  leave  in  thee 
one  ftone  upon  another  :  becaufe  thou  kneweft  not  the  time 
of  thy  vilitation.  And  he  went  into  the  temple,  and  began 
to  call  out  them  that  fold  therein,  and  them  that  bought. 
Saying  unto  them,  It  is  written,  My  houfe  is  the  houfe  of 
prayer :  but  ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves.  And  he 
taught  daily  in   the   temple.    But  the  chief  priefls    and 

the 
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thefcribes,  and  the  chief  ofthepeople  fought  to  deftroy  him, 
and  could  not  find  what  they  might  do  i   the   people 

were  very  attentive  to  hear  him. 

And  Jelus  went  out,  and  departed   fodtn  tl  :  and 

his  dilciples  came  to  him  for  to  (hew  Wan  the  buildings  of 
the  temple.  And  Jelus  laid  unto  them,  See  ye  not  ail  thefe 
things?  verily  I  lay  unto  you,  There  (hall  not  be  left  here 
one  Hone  upon  another,  that  (ball  not  be  thrown  do 
And  as  he  fat  upon  the  mount  of  Olives,  the  dilciples 
came  unto  him  privately,  laying,  Tell  us,  when  (hall  thele 
things  be?  and  what  (hall  be  the  fign  of  thy  coming,  and 
of  the  end  of  the  world?  and  Jelus  anfwered  and  (aid  unto 
.•:,  Take  heed  that  no  man  deceive  you  :  for  many  (hall 
tome  in  my  name,  faying,  I  am  Chrift  ;  and  (hall  deceive 
many.  And  ye  (hall  hear  of  wars  and  rumours  of  wars: 
lee  that  ye  be  not  troubled  :  for  all  thefe  things  muft  come 
to  pais,  but  the  end  is  not  yet.  For  nation  mall  rife  a  gain  ft 
nation,  and  kingdom  againft  kingdom  :  and  there  (hall  be 
famines,  and  peftilences,  and  earthquakes,  in  divers -places. 
All  thefe  are  the  beginning  of  forrows.  Then  (hall  they 
deliver  you  up  to  be  afiiicted,  and  ("hall  kill  you  :  and  ye 
(hall  be  hated  of  all  nations  for  my  name's  fake.  And  then 
(hall  many  be  offended,  and  (hall  betray  one  another,  and 
(hall  hate  one  another.  And  many  falfe  prophets  (hall 
life,  and  fliall  deceive  many.  And  becaufe  iniquity  (hall 
abound,  the  love  of  many  fliall  wax  cold,  but  he  that 
(nail  enduie  unto  the  end,  the  fame  (hall  be  faved.  And 
this  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  (hall  be  preached  in  all  the  world 
for  a  witnefs  unto  all  nations :  and  then  (hall  the  end  come. 
When  ye  therefore  fliall  fee  the  abomination  of  defolation, 
ipoken  of  by  Daniel  the  prophet,  (land  in  the  holy  pi  a     , 

ifo  readeth  let  him  underftand :  then  let  them  which 

in  Judea  flee  into  the  mountains:  let  him  which  is  en  the 

ho; i!e  top  not  come  down  to  take  any  thing  out  of  his  houfe : 

neither  let  him  which  is  in  the  field  return  back  to  take  his 

iies.     And  woe  unto  them  that  are  with  child,  and  to 

m  that  give  fuck  in  thofe  days !  but  pray  ye  that  your 

nt  be  not   in  the  winter,  neither  on  the  labbath  day  : 

then   (hall   be  great  tribulation,  fuch    as  was  not    (ince 

the  beginning  of  the  world  to  this   time,  no,  nor  ever  (hall 

be.     And  except  thofe    days  fhould  be    fhortened,   there 

fhould  no  flefti  be  faved:  but  for  the  elecl's  fake  thole  days 

(hall  be  fhortened.     Then  if  any  in  n  (hall   lay  unto  you, 

Lo,  In  re  is  C  hrift,  or  there  ;   believe  it  not.     lor  there  (hall 

<ni(e  falfe  Chrifis  and  falfe  prophets  and  (hall  (hew  gre:.t 

hgns 
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ns  and  wonders;  A  if  it  v.  "  '.<?,  they 

:!  deceive  the  very  tin'. .    Befei  >ld,  I  have  told  you  before. 

lerefore  if  .  he  is  in  the 

deferl :  go  not  forth  :   behold,  he  is  in  the  r  rs ; 

Seve  it  not.     For    as   i  .   of  the 

eaft,  and  (hineth  even  nnto  the  weft  ;    fo  fhall  alfo  tin-  coiu- 
of  the  Son  of  man  be.     For  v.      1  >  is, 

there  will  the  eagles  be  gathered  together.  ely 

after  the  tribulation  of  thole  davs  (hall  the  fun  be  d  irkened, 
and  the  moon  f Hall  not  give  her  light,  and  the  liars  fhall 
falj  from  heaven,  and  the  powers  of  the  heavens  (hall  be 
fhaken  :  and  then   (hall  appear  the  fign  of  the  Son  <  l 

in  heaven  :  and  then  fhall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn, 
and  they  fhall  fee  the  Sou  of  man  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven  with   power  and  great  gloiy.     And  he  fhall  fend 

angels  with  a  great  found  of  a  trumpet,  and  they  (h  1 
gather  together  his  elect  from  the  four  winds,  from  one  end 
t,i'  heaven  to  the  other.     Now    learn   a  parable  of  the 

;  When    his  branch    is  yet  tender,   and  putteth  forth 

es,  ye  know  that  inmmer  is  nigh  :  lo  like  wife  ye,  when 
ye  fhall  lee  all  thefe  tilings,  know  that  it  is  near,  even  at 
the  doors.  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  This  generation  fh  II 
not  paf*  till  all  thefe  things  be  fulfilled.  Heaven  and  earth 
fhall  pals  away,  but  my  words  lhall  not  pals  away,  lint 
of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no  not  the  angd:, 
of  heaven,   but  my  Father  only.     But  as  the  days  of  Noe 

e,  fo  lhall  alio  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  be.  For 
as  in  the  days  that  were  before  the  flood  they  were  eating 
v.nd  drinking,  marrying,  and  giving  in  marriage,  until  the 
day  that  Noe  entered  into  the  ark,  and  knew  not  until  the 
Hood  came,  and  took  them  all  away  ;  fo  fhall  alfo  the  com- 
ing of  the  Son  of  man  be.  Then  lhall  two  be  in  the  field  ; 
the  one  fhall  be  taken,  and  the  other  hit.  Two  wo: 
lhall  be  grinding  at  the  mill;  the  one  (hall  be  taken 
and  Che  other  left.  Watch  therefore:  for  ye  know  not 
what  hour  your  Lord  doth  come,  But  know 
that  if  the  good  man  of  the  houfe  had  known  in  what 
watch  the  thief  would  come,  he  would  have  watched, 
and  would  not  have  fuffered  his  houfe  to  he  broken  up. 
Therefore  be  ye  alio  ready :  for  in  fuch  an  hour  as  ye  think 
not  the  Son  of  man  cometh.  Who  then  is  a  faithful  and 
wife  lervant,  whom  his  Lord  hath  made  ruler  over  his 
houfhold,  to  give  them  meat  in  clue  feafon  ?  Blelfed  is  th at 

ant  whom  his  Lord  when  he  cometh  fhall  find  fo  aping. 
Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  That  he  fhall  make  him  ruler  over 

all 
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all  his  goods.  But  and  if  that  evil  fervant  fhall  fay  in  his 
heart,  My  Lord  delayeth  his  coming;  and  f ha  11  begin  to 
fmite  his  fellow  fervants,  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  the 
drunken  ;  the  Lord  of  that  fervant  (hall  come  in  a  day  when 
he  looketh  not  for  him,  and  in  an  hour  that  he  is  not  aware 
of,  and  lhall  cut  him  afunder,  and  appoint  him  his  portion 
with  the  hypocrites :  there  {hall  be  weeping  and  gnafhing 
of  teeth.  Luke  19.  41—48,  and  Matthew  24th  chapter. 

Rife  of  Antichrijl. 
NOW  we  he feech  you,  brethren,  by  the  coming  of  our 
Lord     Jefus   Chrift,  and  by  our  gathering   together  unto 
him,  that  ye  be  not  foon  fhaken  in  mind,  or  be  troubled, 
neither  by  fpirit,  nor  byword,  nor  by  letter,   as  from  us,  as 
that  the  day  of  Chrift  is  at  hand.     Let  no  man  deceive  you 
by  any  means  :  for  that  day  fhall  not  come  except  there 
come  a  falling  away  firft,   and  that  man  of  fin  be  revealed, 
the  Ion  of  perdition  :    who  oppofeth   and  exalteth   himfelf 
above  all  that  is  called  God,  or  that  is  worfhipped  ;  fo  that 
he  as  God  fitteth  in  the  temple  of  God,  fhewing  himfelf  that 
he  is  God.     Remember  ye  not,  that  when  I  was   yet  with 
you,  I  told  you  thefe  things  ?  and  now  ye  know  what  with- 
holdeth,  that  he  might  be  revealed  in   his  time.     For  the 
myftery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work  :  only  he  who  now 
Jetteth,  will  let,  until  lie  be  taken  out  of  the  way.     And 
then  (hall  that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom   the  Lord   (hall 
confume  with  the   fpirit   of  his  mouth,  and   fhall  deftroy 
with  the  bright nefs  of  his  coming  :  even  him  whole  coming 
is  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power,  and  figm  and 
lying  wonders.     And   with  all  deceivablenefs  of  unrighte- 
oufnefs,  in  them  that  perifli  ;  becaufe  they  received  not  the 
love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be  faved.     And  for  this 
caufe  God  ilia.ll  fend  them  ftrong  delufion,  that  they  fliould 
believe  a  lie  :  that  they  all  might  be  damned,  who  believed 
not  the  truth,  but   had  pleafure  in  unrighteoulhefs.     But 
we  are  bound  to  give  thanks  alway  to  God  for  you,  brethren, 
beloved  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  God  hath  from  the  beginning 
chofen  you  to  ialvation  through  fan&ification  of  the  fpirit, 
..nd  belief  of  the  truth  :  whereunto  he  called  you  by  our 
gofpel,  to   the  obtaining  of  the   glory  of  our  Lord   Jefus 
Chrift.     Therefore,  brethren,  ftand  fall,   and  hold  the  tra- 
ditions which  ye  have  been  taught,  whether  by  word,  or  our 
epiflle.     Now  our  Lord  Jejus  Chrift  himfelf,  and  God  even 
our  Father,  which  hath  loved  us,  and  hath   given  us  ever- 

laftinc 
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lafting  confolation,  and  good  hope  through  grace,     comfort 
your  hearts,  andftablifh  you  in  every  good  word  and  work. 

2  J '  hejfalonians  2d  chapter. 


Falfe  teachers  and  their punijhment \ 

BUT  there  were  falfe  prophets  alfo  among  the  people, 
even  as  there  fhall  be  falfe  teachers  among  you,  who  privily 
{hall  bring  in  damnable  herelies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them,  and  bring  upon  themfelves  fwift  deftruction. 
And  many  fhall  follow  their  pernicious  ways,  by  reafon  of 
whom  the  way  of  truth  (hall  be  evil  fpoken  of.  And  through 
covetoufnefs  thall  they  with  feigned  words  make  merchandile 
of  you  :  whofe  judgment  now  of  a  long  time  lingereth  not, 
and  their  damnation  flumbereth  not.  For  if  God  fpared  not 
the  angels  that  finned,  but  caft  them  down  to  hell,  and  deli- 
vered them  into  chains  of  darknels,  to  be  referved  unto 
judgment ;  and  fp3red  not  the  old  world,  but  faved  Noah 
the  eighth  perfon,  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs,  bringing  in 
the  flood  upon  the  world  of  the  ungodly  ;  and  turning  the 
cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  into  allies,  condemned  them 
with  an  overthrow,  making  them  an  enfample  unto  thofe 
that  after  fhould  live  ungodly  ;  and  delivered  jufl  Lot,  vexed 
with  the  filthy  convention  of  the  wicked :  (for  that  righ- 
teous man  dwelling  among  them,  in  feeing  and  hearing, 
vexed  his  righteous  foul  from  day  to  day,  with  their  unlaw- 
ful deeds)  the  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out 
of  temptations,  and  to  referve  the  unjuft  unto  the  day  of 
judgment  to  be  punifhed :  but  chiefly  them  that  walk  after 
the  flefh,  in  the  lull  of  uncleanneis,  and  defpife  govern- 
ment :  prefumptuous  are  they,  felf-willed,  they  are  not 
afraid  to  fpeak  evil  of  dignities  :  whereas  angels  which  are 
greater  in  power  and  might,  bring  not  railing  accufation 
againft  them  before  the  Lord.  But  thefe,  as  natural  brute 
beafls,  made  to  be  taken  and  deftroyed  ,  fpeak  evil  of  the 
things  that  they  underftand  not,  and  (hall  utterly  perifh 
in  their  own  corruption  ;  and  fhall  receive  the  reward  of  uu- 
righteoufnefs,  as  they  that  count  it  pleafure  to  riot  in  the 
day-time  ;  fpots  they  are  and  blemifhes,  fporting  them- 
felves with  their  own  cleceiviiKS,  while  they  feaft  with  you  ; 
having  eyes  full  of  adultery,  and  that  cannot  ceafe  from  fin  ; 
beguiling  unliable  fouls  :  an  heart  they  have  exercifed  with 
covetous  practices  ;  curfed  children  :  which  have  forfaken 
the  right  way,  and  are   gone  aftray,   following  the  way  of 

Balaam 
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Balaam  the  foil  of  Bofor,  v. ho  loved  the  wages  of  umigh- 
teoufnefs  ;  but  was  rebuked  lor  his  iniquity  :  the  dumb  afs 
fpeaking  with  man's  voice,  forbad  the  madnefs  of  the 
prophet.  Thefe  are  wells  without  water,  clouds  that  are 
carried  with  a  temped,  to  whom  tlie  mill  of  darknefs  is  re- 
ferved  for  ever.  For  when  they  fpeak  great  fwelling  word- 
vanity,  they  allure  through  the  lulls  of  the  flefh,  through 
much  wanlonnefs,  thofe  that  were  clean  e  leaped  Irom  ti 
who  live  in  error:  while  they  promife  them  liberty,  they 
tl  tiufelves  are  the  fervants  of  corruption  :  for  of  whom  a 
man  is  overcome,  of  the  fame  is  he  brought  in  bondage.  For 
if  after  they  have  eicaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world  through 
the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jeius  (Jhrifl,  ti 
;ue  again  entangled  therein,  and  overcome  ;  the  latter  end  is 
worle  with  them  than  the  beginning.  For  it  had  been  better 
for  them  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteoulnefs,  than 
after  they  have  known  it,  to  turn  from  the  holy  command- 
ment delivered  unto  them.  But.  it  is  happened  unto  them  ac- 
cording to  the  true  proverb,  The  dog  is  turned  to  his  own 
vomit  again  ;  and,  The  low  that  was  wafhed,  to  her  wallow- 
ing in  the  mire.  2  Peter  zidatyter. 


D^firuclion  of  the  world. 
THIS  fecond  epiftle,  beloved,  I  now  write  unto  you  ; 
in  both  Which  1  ftir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remem- 
brance: that  ye  may  be  mindful  of  the  words  which  were 
fpoken  before  by  the  holy  prophets,  and  of  the  command- 
ment of  us  the  apoftles  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour :  knowing 
this  fifft,  that  there  (hall  come  in  the  iafl:  days  {'coffers,  walk- 
ing after  their  own  lulls,  audi  .  '.'/here  is  the  promife 
of  his  coming  V  for  fince  the  fathers  fell  afleep,  all  thr 
continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation. 
Foi  this  they  willingly  are  ignorant  of,  that  by  the  word  of 
God  the  heavens  were  of  old,  and  the  earth  minding  out  of 
the  water,  and  in  the  water.  Whereby  the  world  that  then 
was,  being  overflowed  with  water,  perirhed.  But  the  heavens 
and  the  earth  which  are  now,  by  the  fame  word  are  kept  in 
IfoYe,  refefved  unto  Hre  agairift.  the  day  of  judgment,  and 
perdition  of  ungodly  men.  But,  beloved,  be  not  ignorant 
of  th-is' one  thing,  tnat'oneda)  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thou- 
farld  years,  anda  tiioufand  years  as  one  day.  The  Lord  is 
not  flack  concerning  his  promife  (as  tome  men  count  1! 
aefs)  but  is  long-fuffering. to  us-\vardt  not  willing  that  any 

fhould 
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ihould  perifh,  but  that  all  fhould  come  to  repentance.  But 
the  day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night  ;  in  the 
which  the  heavens  fhall  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife,  and 
the  elements  (hall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  alfo, 
and  the  works  that  are  therein  lhall  be  burned  up.  Seeing 
then  that  all  thefe  things  fliall  bediflolved,  what  manner  of 
perfons  ought  ye  to  be  inall  holy  converfation  and  goc!linefsr 
looking  for,  and  hafteing  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God, 
wherein  the  heavens  being  on  fire  (hall  be  dilfolved,  and 
the  elements  fliall  melt  with  fervent  heat  ?  Nevcrthelefs  we, 
according  to  his  promife,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.  Wherefore,  beloved, 
feeing  that  ye  look  for  fuch  things,  be  diligent  that  ye  may- 
be found  of  him  in  peace,  without  fpot,  and  blamelefs  :  and 
account  that  the  long-fuHering  of  our  Lord  is  falvation  ; 
even  as  our  beloved  brother  Paul  al To,  according  to  the  wifdom 
given  unto  him,  hath  written  unto  you  ;  as  alio  in  all  hisv 
epiftles,  fpeaking  in  them  of  thele  things  :  in  which  are 
fome  things  hard  to  be  underficod,  which  they  that  are  un- 
learned and  unftable  wreft,  as  they  do  alfo  the  other  fcrip- 
tures,  unto  their  own  deftruction.  Ye  therefore,  beloved, 
feeing  ye  know  thefe  things  before,  beware  left  ye  alfo,  being 
led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wicked,  fall  from  your  own 
fiedfaftnefs.  But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  :  to  him  be  glory  both  now 
and  for  ever,  Amen.  2  Piter  3d  chapter, 


As  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  which  is  ?.  Prophetic  wort, 
is  too  large  for  infertion  in  this  place,  I  will  clofe  this  firfr. 
part  of  the  ninth  book  with  Lowman's  Scheme  and  Order  of 
the  Prophecies  of  it,  which  is  the  beft  I  remember  to  have 
ieen,  and  will  contribute  greatly  towards  a  right  underftand- 
ing  of  that  wonder! ul  book. 

Scheme  and  Order  of  the  Prophecies  in  the  Book  of  Revelation. 
INTRODUCTION, 

A  Prophetic  Vifion  in  the  iile  of  Patmos, 

reprefenting    Chrift,    his   care   of  the 

churches,  promiling  a  Revelation,  with 

cautions  and  exhoitations  fuitable  to  the 

then  prefent  ftate  of  the  church,  . 

the  future  ftate  of  the  church  in  after- 
ages,  to  encourage  patience  and  con- 

fiancv  in  the  faith. 

FIRST 


Chap. 

i. 
v.   19. 


A.  D, 


95 
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FIRST  PART  OF  REVELATION,  relat- 
ing to  the  things  that  are,  or  the  then 
ftate  of  the  church. 

Seven  Epiflles.  Seven  epiftles  to  the  feven 
principal  churches  in  Alia,  defcribing 
their  prefent  ftate,  with  cautions  and 
exhortations  fuitable  to  it. 

SECOND  PART  OF  REVELATION,  re- 
lating to  the  things  that  (hall  be  here- 
after, or  to  the  ftate  of  the  church  in 
the  ages  to  come,  after  the  time  of  the 
virion,  with  cautions  and  exhortations 
fuitable  to  it. 

Scene  of  the  Vinous.  The  throne  of  God, 
the  confiftory  above,  and  heavenly 
church,  reprefenting  God's  power,  ma- 
jefty,  authority,  providence,  and  fure 
event  of  all  his  purpofes. 

A  Sealed  Book,  containing  a  Revelation  of 
the  ftate  of  the  church  in  after-ages, 
given  to  the  lamb  to  open,  or  to  Jefus 
Chrift  to  reveal,  for  the  good  of  the 
church,  by  St.  John. 

Chorus  of  Angels  and  Saints;  or,  the  whole 
heavenly  church  lings  a  pfalm  of  praile 
to  the  lamb. 

The  Revelation  begins  by  opening  the  fealed 
book,  which  defcribes  the  tuture  ftate 
of  the  church  in  feven  fuccefllve  pe- 
riods. 

SEVEN   PERIODS. 

Firft  Period,  fhewing  the  ftate  of  the 
church  under  the  Heathen  Roman  Em- 
perors, from  about  the  year  95,  to  about 
the  year  323.  The  feals  of  the  book 
opened  in  order. 

Seven  Seals. 

1.  Firft  Seal  reprefents  a  white  horfe,  the 
rider  with  a  crown,  going  forth  to  con- 
quer, fignifying  the  kingdom  of  Chrift, 
or  Chriftian  Religion  prevailing  againft 
the  oppofition  of  Jews  and  Heathen. 
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Seal  2.  Second  Seal  reprefents  a  red  horfe, 
power  given  to  the  rider  to  take  peace 
from  the  earth  ;  iignifying  the  firft  me- 
morable judgment  on  the  perfecutors  of 
Chriftianity,  in  the  deftruction  of  the 
Jews  under  Trajan  and  Hadrian. 

3.  Third  Seal  reprefents  a  black  horfe,  the 
rider  with  a  balance  to  meafure  corn, 
Iignifying  great  fcarcity  of  provifion, 
near  to  famine,  in  the  time  of  the 
Antonines. 

4.  Fourth  Seal  reprefents  a  pale  horfe,  the 
name  of  the  rider  death,  Iignifying  a 
great  mortality  and  peftilence,  where- 
with the  empire  was  puniflied  in  the 
reigns  of  Maximin  and  Valerian. 

5.  Fifth  Seal  reprefents  the  fouls  of  the 
martyrs  under  the  altar,  their  reward 
and  deliverance  in  a  fhort  time ;  figni- 
fying  the  fevere  perfecution  in  the  reign 
of  Dioclefian,  with  an  encouragement 
to  conftancy,  fuitable  to  fuch  times  of 
difficulty. 

6.  Sixth  Seal  reprefents  earthquakes,  fun 
darkened,  ftars  falling  from  heaven  ; 
iignifying  great  commotions  in  the  em- 
pire, from  Maximian  to  Conftantine  the 
Great,  who  put  a  period  to  the  perfecu- 
tion of  Rome  Heathen. 

Interval  between  the  firft:  and  fecond  periods, 
reprefents  an  angel  fealing  144,000  with 
the  feal  of  the  living  God;  Iignifying 
great  numbers  forfaking  the  idolatrous 
worfhip  of  the  Heathen  Roman  Empire, 
and  embracing  the  profeffion  of  Chrifti- 
anity. 

Chorus  of  the  heavenly  church  bleffing  God 
for  his  falvation.  One  of  the  elders 
ihews  unto  St.  John  the  happinefs  of 
thofe  who  were  faithful  and  conftant  to 
true  religion,  in  the  great  trial  of  fo 
grievous  perfecution. 
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PERIOD    II. 

Second  Period  reveals  the  ftate  of  the 
church,  and  providence,  in  the  times 
following  the  reign  of  Conftantine,  dur- 
ing the  invafion  of  the  empire  by  the 
northern  nations ;  the  rife  and  firft  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Mahometan  impoflure,  till 
the  flop  put  to  it  in  the  weftern  empire, 
which  reaches  from  about  the  year  337, 
to  the  year  750. 
Seven  Angels  receive  feven  trumpets  to 
found. 

Seven  trumpets. 

1.  Firft  Trumpet  reprefents  hail  and  fire 
mingled  with  blood,  caft  on  the  earth  ; 
fignifying  great  ftorms  of  war  to  fall  on 
the  empire,  and  the  blood  that  was  fhed 
in  the  reigns  of  the  Conftantine  family, 
and  their  fucceiTors,  till  things  were  fet- 
tled under  Theodofius. 

Trumpet  2.  Second  Trumpet  reprefents  a 
mountain  burning  with  fire,  caft  into 
the  lea,  whereby  it  became  blood  ;  fig- 
nifying the  invafion  of  Italy  by  the 
northern  nations,  and  taking  the  city  of 
Rome  by  Alaric. 

3.  Third  Trumpet  reprefents  a  burning 
flar  falling  upon  the  rivers,  which  be- 
came bitter ;  fignifying  the  ravages  in 
Italy,  putting  an  end  to  the  Roman 
empire,  and  founding  a  kingdom  of 
Goths  in  Italy  itfelf. 

4.  Fourth  Trumpet  reprefents  a  third  part 
of  the  fun  and  moon  darkened  ;  fignify- 
ing the  wars  in  Italy  between  Juftinian's 
generals  and  the  Goths,  whereby  the 
Exarchate  of  Ravenna  was  ere^led,  and 
all  remaining  power  and  authority  of 
Rome  quite  mpprefled. 

5.  Fifth  Trumpet  reprefents  the  bottom- 
lefs  pit  opened,  and  locufts  coming  out 
oi  it :  fignifying  the  rife  of  the  Moham- 
medan religion  and  empire,  and  the  great 
progrefs  or"  both,  till  a  flop  was  put  to 
them  by  a  contention  for  the  fucceffion. 
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6.  Sixth  Trumpet  reprefents  four  angels 
loofed,  which  were  bound  in  the  river 
Euphrates;  fignifying  the  re-union  of 
the  divided  Saracen  power,  the  invafion 
of  Europe  by  them,  and  threatning  the 
conqueft  of  it,  till  defeated  by  Charles 
Mart  el. 

PERIOD    III. 

Third  period  of  the  vials  reveals  the  ftate 
of  the  church  and  providence,  in  the 
times  of  the  laft  head  of  Roman  go- 
vernment, reprefented  by  the  beaft  ;  for 
1260  years,  to  its  final  overthrow,  from 
about  the  year  756,  to  about  the  year 
2016. 

An  Angel,  or  Nuntius,  brings  a  little  book, 
the  remainder  of  the  fealed  book  open- 
ed by  the  Lamb,  and  gives  it  to  St. 
John  to  eat ;  fignifying  a  farther  Reve- 
lation of  what  was  to  follow  in  order  of 
time,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Three  general  defcriptions  of  this  period. 

1.  Firft  general  defcription  reprefents  the 
temple  meafured;  part  given  to  the 
gentiles  ;  two  witneffes  prophefy  in 
iackcloth  1260  days  ;  fignifyingthe  cor- 
rupt ftate  of  the  church,  and  the  con- 
flancy  of  fome  faithful  witnefles  to  the 
truth,  though  under  fevere  perfecutions 
during  this  whole  period. 

2.  Second  general  defcription  reprefents  a 
woman  forced  to  fly  into  the  wildernefs 
for  fafety,  and  protected  there  1260 
days;  fignifying  the  perfecution  and 
preservation  of  the  church  during  the 
fame  period. 

3.  Third  general  defcription  reprefents  a 
monftrous  wild  beaft  rifing  out  of  the 
fea,  with  feven  heads,  tea  horns,  as 
many  crowns,  and  titles  of  blafphemy, 
who  was  to  continue  forty  and  two 
months ;  fignifying  that  new  Roman 
power,  which  fhould  ufe  its  authority 
to  promote  idolatrous  worfhip,  and  to 
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perfecute  all  who  would  not  fubmit  to 
it,  and  (hould  be  fupported  by  another 
power  like  unto  its  own  form  and  con- 
ititution,  during  the  fame  period. 

Chorus  of  the  heavenly  church  celebrates  in 
an  hymn,  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who 
remain  faithful  and  conftant. 

Nuntius,  an  Angel  comes  down  from  hea- 
ven to  declare  the  certain  and  fevere 
punifhment  of  the  enemies  of  truth, 
and  pure  religion,  in  this  period. 

Seven  Angels  receive  iexen  cups  full  of  the 
wrath  of  God  ;  fignifying,  that  the 
enemies  of  truth  and  pure  religion  in 
this  period,  (hall  be  feverely  punifhed 
in  the  courfe  of  it,  as  well  as  they  mail 
be  utterly  deftroyed  in  the  end. 

The  oracle  gives  order  to  the  ieven  angels,  to 
pour  out  their  vials  or  cups. 

Scncn  Vmh. 

FirR  Viol  poured  on  the  earth ;  a  grievous 
fore  on  the  worlhippersof  the  beafl:,  fig- 
nifying the  great  commotions  through- 
out the  whole  empire,  under  the  family 
of  Charles  the  Great,  by  which  that 
family  becomes  extinct,  and  by  which 
both  the  empire  and  crown  of  France 
are  transferred  to  other  families. 

2.  Second  Vial  poured  on  the  iea,  it  be- 
comes as  the  blood  of  a  dead  man  ;  lig- 
nifying  tiie  great  bloodfhed  of  the  holy 
war,  to  recover  Jerufalem  from  the 
Saracens. 

3.  Third  Vial  poured  on  the  rivers  and 
fountains ;  they  become  blood  ;  fignify- 
ing the  bloody  civil  »ais  between  the 
Guelphs  and  GiLellines,  the  papal  and 
imperial  factions,  when  the  popes  were 
driven  out  ot   Italy  into  Fiance. 

4.  Fourth  Vial  poured  on  the  fun,  which 
1  power  given  it  to  Icorch  men;  fig- 
nifying the  long  wars  in  Italy,  'Germa- 
ny, .  and  Spain,  occauoned  by  a 
lopj  fchifpn  in  the  papacy.  Turks  take 
Conftantinople,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
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eaftem  empire.     Peflilential  difeafesoc- 
cafioned  by  intemperate  heat. 

5.  Fifth  Vi3i  poured  on  the  feat  of  the 
beaft,  or  his  throne:  fignifying  the  re- 
formation, and  the  confirmation  of  it 
by  the  principal  ftates  of  Europe,  not- 
withftanding  all  oppolition  from  the 
pope,  and  in  oppolition  to  the  papal 
authority^ 

6.  Sixth  Vial  poured  on  the  river  Euphra- 
tes, makes  way  for  the  kings  of  the  eaft. 
This  feems,  in  the  order  of  the  prophe- 
cies, to  be  yet  future ;  but  may  likely 
mean  fovne  invafion  of  the  pope's  do- 
minions from  its  eaftem  boundary,  or 
the  adriatic. 

7.  Seventh  Vial  poured  on  the  air,  the 
feat  of  Satan's  empire,  defcribes  the  utter 
ruin  of  thfs  perfecuting  idolatrous  Ro- 
man government,  or  myftical  Babylon, 
at  the  end  of  this  period. 

Nuntius,  an  angel-interpreter,  more  fully  ex- 
plains the  chara&er  of  this  idolatrous 
perfecuting  power,  which  fhould  cor- 
rupt the  church,  and  perfecute  the 
faithful,  during  this  period. 
Another  angel  lent  from  heaven,  to  con- 
firm the  utter  and  lafting  definition  of 
this  myftical  Babylon,  as  a  punifhrnent 
for  her  idolatrous  corruptions  and  per- 
fection. 

Chorus  of  the  heavenly  church,  fings  the 
praife  of  God,  for  his  righteous  judg- 
ments. 
A  vifion  of  Chrift,  leading  an  army  out  of 
heaven,  ftrongly  reprefents  the  certain 
accompli fhment  of  this  prophecy. 

PERIOD    it. 

An  Angel  fent  from  Heaven,  to  fliut  up 
Satan  in  the  bottomlefs  pit,  as  in  a  fe- 
cure  prifon,  for  one  thoufand  years, 
during  which  time  there  will  be  a  very- 
happy  ftate  of  the  church,  in  purity, 
peace,  and  profperity. 
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PERIOD   V. 

After  the  thoufand  years  of  the  church's 
profperity  fhall  be  expired,  Satan  will  be 
loofed  again  for  a  little  leafon,  a  new 
attempt  will  be  made  to  revive  the  cor- 
ruptions of  the  church,  and  a  fpirit  of 
perfecution,  which  fhall  end  in  the  final 
deftru&ion  of  Satan's  power,  and  of  all 
the  enemies  of  pure  and  true  religion. 
PERIOD   VI. 

The  general  refurre&ion,  and  final  judg- 
ment ;  the  everlafting  deftruclion  of  the 
wicked. 
PERIOD   VII. 

The  feventh  period  concludes  the  whole 
prophecy,  in  the  vifion  of  new  heavens, 
and  a  new  earth,  reprefenting  in  ftrong 
images,  the  extent,  fecurity,  riches, 
and  grandeur  of  the  heavenlyjerufalem ; 
fignii'ying  the  confummate  happinefs  of 
the  heavenly  ftate. 

Thus,  the  prophecies  of  this  Revelation 
iflue  in  an  eternal  Sabbath  :  The  fure 
reward  of  all  who  fhall  be  found  faithful 
and  conftantin  the  true  religion  ofjefus 
Chrift. 
THE  CONCLUSION  confirms  the 
truth  and  certainty  of  thefe  prophecies, 
warns  againft  corrupting  them,  exhorts 
to  hope  the  accomplifhment  of  them ; 
an  ufeful  fpirit  and  temper,  to  give 
good  men  confolation  in  all  their  prefent 
affliaions,  and  to  preferve  them  from 
the  corruptions  of  religion,  how  pre- 
vailing foever  in  their  own  times;  which 

is* 
The  ufeful  moral,  and  principal  do&rine 

of  all  thefe  prophecies. 
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PART       II. 

Prophetic  Difcourfes,from  the  ancient  Heathen. 


Socrates'  prophetic  difcourfe  concerning  a  divine  teacher. 

I  T  is  altogether  neceflary  you  fhould  wait  for  fome  per- 
fon  to  teach  you  how  you  ought  to  behave  yonrfelf  both 
towards  the  Gods  and  men. 

Alcib.  And  when  will  that  time  come,  Socrates?  And 
who  is  he  that  will  inftruc~t  me  ?  with  what  pleafure  fhould  I 
look  upon  him ! 

Socrates.  He  will  do  it,  who  takes  a  true  care  of  you. 
But  methinks,  as  we  read  in  Homer,  that  Minerva  diflipated 
the  mi  ft  that  covered  Diomede's  eyes,  and  hindered  him 
from  diftinguifhing  God  from  man,  fo  it  is  neceflary  he 
fhould  in  the  firft  place  fcatter  the  darknefs  that  covers  your 
foul,  and  afterwards  give  you  thofe  remedies  that  are  necef- 
lary to  put  you  in  a  condition  of  difcerning  good  and  evil ; 
for  at  prefent  you  know  not  how  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween them. 

Alcib.    Let  him  fcatter  then,  let  him  deftroy  this  darknefs 
of  mine,  and  whatever  elfe  he  pleafes  ;  I  abandon  myfelf  to 
his  conduct,  and  am  very  ready  to  obey  all  his  commands 
provided  1  may  but  be  made  better  by  them. 

Socrat.  Do  not  doubt  of  that.  For  this  governor  I  tell 
you  of  has  a  fingular  affection  for  you. 

Alcib.    I  think  I  muft  defer  my  facrifice  to  that  time. 

Socra.  You  have  reafon  ;  it  is  more  fafe  fo  to  do  than  to 
run  fo  great  a  rifque. 

Alcib.  Well  then  I  will  defer  it,  Socrates  ;  and  to  exprefs 
my  thankfulnefs  for  the  good  counfel  you  have  given  me 
give  me  leave  to  place  on  your  head  this  crown  which  I  wear 
on  mine.  We  will  prefent  other  crowns  to  the  gods,  and  all 
the  fervice  we  owe  them,  when  I  fee  that  happy  day  ;  it  will 
not  be  long  before  it  come,  if  they  pleafe. 

Plato's fecond  AlcibiadeSi 
The 
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The  fourth   Pajhral  of   Virgil ;    or,   Potto. 

THE       ARGUMENT. 

The  Poet  celebrates  the  birth-day  of  Salonius,  the  fon  of 
Pollio,  born  in  the  confulfhip  of  his  father,  after  the 
taking  of  Salons,  a  city  in  Dalmatia.  Many  of  the  verfes 
are  tranflated  from  one  of  the  Sybils,  who  prophefy  of 
our  Saviour's  birth. 

SICILIAN  mufe,  begin  a  loftier  ftrain  ! 
Though  lowly  Ihrubs  and  trees  that  fhade  the  plain, 
Delight  not  all ;  Sicilian  mufe,  prepare 
To  make  the  vocal  woods  deferve  a  conful's  care. 
Thelaft  great  age,  foretold  by  facred  rhymes, 
Renews  its  finifh'd  courfe,  Saturnian  times 
Rowl  round  again,  and  mighty  years,  begun 
From  their  firft  orb,  in  radiant  circles  run. 
The  bafe  degenerate  iron  offspring  ends  ; 
A  golden  progeny  from  heaven  defcends  ; 
O  chafte  Lucina,  fpeed  the  mother's  pains, 
And  hafte  the  glorious  birth  ;  thy  own  Apollo  reigns  ! 
The  lovely  boy,  with  his  aufpicious  face,  } 

Shall  Pollio's  confulfhip  and  triumph  grace  ;  C 

Majeftic  months  fet  out  with  him  to  their  appointed  race.  ) 
The  father  banifh'd  virtue  fhall  reftore, 
And  crimes  fhall  threat  the  guilty  world  no  more. 
The  fon  fhall  lead  the  life  of  gods,  and  be 
By  gods  and  heroes  feen,  and  gods  and  heroes  fee. 
The  jarring  nations  he  in  peace  fhall  bind, 
And  with  paternal  virtues  rule  mankind. 
Unbidden  earth  fhall  wreathing  ivy  bring,  "j 

And  fragrant  herbs  (the  promifes  of  fpring)  r 

As  her  hrft  off'rings  to  her  infant  king.  ' 

The  goats  with  ftrutting  dugs  fhall  homeward  fpeed, 
And  lowing  herds,  fecure  from  lions  feed. 
His  cradle  ihall  with  rifing  flowers  be  crown'd  ; 
The  ferpent's  brood  fhall  die:  the  facred  ground 
Shall  weeds  and  pois'nous  plants  refufe  to  bear, 
Each  common  bufh  fhall  Syrian  roles  wear. 
But  when  heroic  verfe  his  youth  fhall  raife, 
And  form  it  to  hereditary  praife ; 
Unhbour'd  barfed)  fhall  the  fields  adorn, 
And  clufter'd  grapes  ihall  blufh  on  every  thorn. 
The  knotted  oaks  fhall  (bowers  of  honey  weep, 
And  through  the  matted  graft  the  hernia  gold  {hall  creep. 

Vet 
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Yet  of  old  fraud  fome  footfteps  fhall  remain, 

The  merchant  ftill  fhall  plough  the  deep  for  gain  : 

Great  cities  (hall  with  walls  be  compafs'd  round  ; 

And  (harpen'd  (hares  thai-,  vex  the  fruitful  ground. 

Another  Typhis  fhall  new  feas  explore, 

Another  Argos  land  the  chiefs,  upon  th'  Iberian  fhore. 

Another  Helen  other  wars  create, 

And  great  Achilles  urge  the  Trojan  fate  : 

But  when  to  ripen'd  manhood  he  lhall  grow, 

The  greedy  fa  i lor  fhall  the  feas  forego ; 

No  keel  fhall  cut  the  waves  for  foreign  ware  ; 

For  ev'ry  foil  (hall  every  product  bear. 

The  labouring  hind  his  oxen  fhall  disjoin,  -j 

No  plough  mall  hurt  the  glebe,  no  pruning-hook  the  vine :  f 

Nor  wool  fhall  in  diffembled  colours  (hine.  J 

But  the  luxurious  father  of  the  fold, 

With  native  purple,  or  unborrow'd  gold, 

Beneath  his  pompous  fleece  (hall  proudly  fweat : 

And  under  Tyrian  robes  the  lamb  fhall  bleat. 

The  fates,  when  they  this  happy  web  have  fpun, 

Shall  blefs  the  facred  clue,  and  bid  it  fmoothly  run. 

Mature  in  years,  to  ready  honours  move, 

O  of  celeftial  feed  !  O  fofter  fon  of  Jove  ! 

See,  lab'ring  nature  calls  thee  to  fuftain 

The  nodding  frame  of  heaven,  and  earth,  and  main  ; 

See  to  their  bafe  reftor'd,  earth,  feas,  and  air, 

And  joyful  ages  from  behind,  in  crowding  ranks  appear. 

To  fing  thy  praife,  wou'd  heaven  my  breath  prolong, 

Infufing  fpirits  worthy  fuch  a  long  ; 

Not  Thracian  Orpheus  fhould  tranfcend  my  lays, 

Nor  Linus  crown 'd  with  never-fading  bays  : 

Though  each  his  heavenly  parent  fhou'd  infpire  ; 

'The  mufe  inftru6t  the  voice,  and  Phoebus  tune  the  lyre. 

Shou'd  Pan  contend  in  verfe,  and  thou  my  theme, 

Arcadian  judges  fhou'd  their  god  condemn. 

Begin,  aulpicious  boy,  to  caft  about 

Thy  infant  eyes,  and  with  a  fmile,  thy  mother  fingle  out ; 

Thy  mother  well  deferves  that  fhort  delight, 

The  naufeous   qualms  of  ten  long   months   and  travel   to 

requite. 
Then  fmile  ;  the  frowning  infant's  doom  is  read, 
No  god  fhall  crown  the  board,  nor  goddefs  blefs  the  bed. 

END     OF     THE      NINTH     BOOK. 


BOOK      X. 


EPISTOLARY    DISCOURSES. 


INTRODUCTION. 


SEVERAL  of  the  learned  among  the  ancient  Hea~ 
then  excelled  in  the  Epiftolary  ftyle  :  and  we  are  happy 
enough  to  be  favoured  with  a  variety  of  their  compe- 
titions in  this  way.  Cicero  and  Pliny  have  given  us  many 
excellent  fpecimens,  and  perhaps  they  have  never  yet  been 
exceeded  by  any  merely  human  author.  But  here  alfo,  as 
upon  other  fubje6ls,  the  Bible  is  above  all  praife.  The 
luftre  of  its  Epiftles  infinitely  excels  that  of  thefe  celebrated 
claffics.  An  attentive  perufal  and  companion  of  the  two 
parts  of  the  following  book  will  fatisfy  any  capable  and  im- 
partial reader  as  to  the  truth  of  this  afiertion. 


SACRED 


* 
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BOOK        X. 

PART      I. 

Ep'i/lolary  Difcourfes,  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  and 
Apocryphal  writings. 


To  Artaxerxes,  king  of  Perjia. 


TH  Y  fervants  the  men  on  this  fide  the  river,  and  at. 
fuch  a  time.  Be  it  known  unto  the  king,  that  the 
Jews  which  came  up  from  thee  to  us  are  come  unto 
Jerufalem,  building  the  rebellious  and  the  bad  city,  and 
have  let  up  the  walls  thereof,  and  joined  the  foundations- 
Be  it  known  now  unto  the  king,  that  if  this  city  be  builded, 
and  the  walls  fet  up  again,  then  will  they  not  pay  toll, 
tribute,  and  curtom,and  fo  thou  ihalt  endamage  the  revenue 
of  the  kings.  Now  becaufe  we  have  maintenance  from  the 
king's  palace,  and  it  was  not  meet  for  us  to  fee  the  king's 
dishonour  ;  therefore  have  we  fent  and  certified  the  king, 
that  fearch  may  be  made  in  the  book  of  the  records  of  thy 
fathers ;  fo  lhalt  thou  find  in  the  book  of  the  records,  and 
know,  that  this  city  is  a  rebellious  city,  and  hurtful  unto 
kings  and  provinces,  and  that  they  have  moved  fedition 
within  the  fame  of  old  time  :  for  which  caule  was  this  city 
deflroyed.  We  certify  the  king,  that  if  this  city  be  builded 
again,  and  the  walls  thereof  fet  up,  by  this  means  thou  (halt 
have  no  portion  on  this  fide  the  river.  Ezra  4.  1 1 — 16. 

Artaxerxes' 
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Artaxerxes'   anfwer. 

PEAC  E,  and  at  f'uch  a  time.  The  letter  which  ye  fent 
unto  us,  hath  been  plainly  read  before  me.  And  I  com- 
manded, and  fearch  hath  been  made,  and  it  is  found,  that 
this  city  of  old  time  hath  made  infurrection  againft  kings, 
and  that  rebellion  and  fedition  have  been  made  therein. 
There  have  been  mighty  kings  alfo  over  Jerufalem,  which 
have  ruled  over  all  countries  beyond  the  river  ;  and  toll, 
tribute,  and  cuftom  was  paid  unto  them.  Give  ye  now 
commandment  to  caufe  thefe  men  to  ceafe,  and  that  this 
city  be  not  builded,  until  another  commandment  (hall  be 
given  from  me.  Take  heed  now  that  ye  fail  not  to  do 
this  :  why  fhould  damage  grow  to  the  hurt  of  the  kings? 

Ezra  4.  17 — 22. 


Governor  'Tatnau  letter  to  king  Darius. 

UNTO  Darius  the  king,  all  peace.  Be  it  known  unto 
the  king,  that  we  went  into  the  province  of  Judea,  to  the 
houfe  of  the  great  God,  which  is  builded  with  great  ftones, 
and  timber  is  laid  in  the  walls,  and  this  work  goeth  faft 
on,  and  profpereth  in  their  hands.  Then  afked  we  thofe 
elders,  and  faid  unto  them  thus,  Who  commanded  you  to 
build  this  houfe,  and  to  make  up  thefe  walls?  we  afked 
their  names  alfo,  to  certify  thee,  that  we  might  write  the 
names  of  the  men  that  were  the  chief  of  them.  And  thus 
they  returned  us  anfwer,  faying,  We  are  the  fervants  of 
the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  build  the  houfe  that  was 
builded  thefe  many  years  ago,  which  a  great  king  of  Ifrael 
builded,  and  fet  up.  But  after  that  our  fathers  had  provoked 
the  God  of  heaven  unto  wrath,  he  gave  them  into  the  hand 
of  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Bab)  Ion,  the  Chaldean,  who 
deftroyed  this  houfe,  and  carried  the  people  away  into 
Babylon.  But  in  the  fir  ft  year  of  Cyrus  the  king  of  Baby- 
lon, the  fame  king  Cyrus  made  a  decree  to  build  this  houfe 
of  God.  And  the  vefiels  alio  of  gold  and  filver,  of  the 
houfe  of  God,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  out  of  the 
temple  that  was  in  Jerufalem,  and  brought  them  into  the 
temple  of  Babylon,  thofe  did  Cyrus  the  king  take  out  of  the 
temple  ol  Babylorii  and  they  were  delivered  unto  one  whole 
name  was  Shefhbazzar,  whom  he  had  made  governor :  and 
laid  unto  him,  Take  thefe  veflels,  go,  carry  them  into  the 
temple;  that  is  in  Jerufalem*  and  let  the  houfe  of  God  be 
builded  in  his  place.    Theu  ime  Shefhbazzar, 

and 
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and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  houfe  of  God  which  is  in 
Jerufalem.  And  fince  that  time  even  until  now  hath  it  been 
in  building,  and  yet  it  is  not  finifhed..  Now  therefore  if  it 
feem  good  to  the  king,  let  there  be  fearch  made  in  the 
king's  treafure  houfe,  which  is  there  at  Babylon,  whether  it 
be  fo,  that  a  decree  was  made  of  Cyrus  the  king  to  build 
this  houfe  of  God  at  Jerufalem,  and  let  the  king  fend  his 
pleafure  to  us  concerning  this  matter.  Ezra  5.  7 — 17. 


King  Artaxerxes  to  Ezra  the  fcribe. 

ARTAXERXES,  king  of  kings,  unto  Ezra  the  prieft, 
a  fcribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  perfect  peace,  and 
at  fuch  a  time.  I  make  a  decree  that  all  they  of  the  people 
of  Ifrael,  and  of  his  priefts,  and  Levites  in  my  realm,  which 
are  minded  of  their  own  free-will  to  go  up  to  Jerufalem,  go 
with  thee.  Forafmuch  as  thou  art  lent  of  the  king,  and  of 
his  feven  counfellors,  to  enquire  concerning  Judah  and 
Jerufalem,  according  to  the  law  of  thy  God,  which  is  in 
thine  hand  ;  and  to  carry  the  filver  and  gold  which  the  king 
and  his  counfellors  have  freely  offered  unto  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  whofe  habitation  is  in  Jerufalem,  and  all  the  filve; 
and  gold  that  thou  canft  find  in  all  the  province  of  Ba- 
bylon, with  the  free-will  offering  of  the  people,  and  of  the 
priefts,  offering  willingly  for  the  houfe  of  their  God,  which 
is  in  Jerufalem :  that  thou  mayeft  buy  fpeedily  with  this 
money,  bullocks,  rams,  lambs,  with  their  meat  offerings 
and  their  drink  offerings,  and  offer  them  upon  the  altar  of 
the  houfe  of  your  God,  which  is  in  Jerufalem.  And  what- 
soever (hall  feem  good  to  thee  and  to  thy  brethren  to  do 
with  the  reft  of  the  filver  and  the  gold,  that  do  after  the  will 
of  your  God.  The  veffels  alio  that  are  given  thee  for  the 
fervice  of  the  houfe  of  thy  God,  thofe  deliver  thou  before 
the  God  of  Jerufalem.  And  whatfoever  more  (hall  be 
needful  for  the  houfe  of  thy  God,  which  thou  fhalt  have 
occafion  to  beftow,  beftow  it  out  of  the  king's  treafure  houfe. 
And  I,  even  I  Artaxerxes  the  king,  do  make  a  decree  to  all 
the  treafurers  which  are  beyond  the  river,  that  whatfoever 
Ezra  the  prieft,  the  fcribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven, 
(hall  require  of  you,  it  be  done  fpeedily,  unto  an  hundred 
talents  of  filver,  and  to  an  hundred  meafures  of  wheat,  and 
to  an  hundred  baths  of  wine,  and  to  an  hundred  baths  of 
oil,  and  fait  without  prelcribing  how  much.  Whatfoever 
is  commanded  by  the  God  of  heaven,  let  it  be  diligently 

done 
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clone  for  the  houfe  of  the  God  of  heaven  :  for  why  fhould 
there  be  wrath  againft  the  realm  of  the  king  and  his  Ions  ? 
Alfo  we  certify  you,  that  touching  any  of  the  priefts  and 
Levites,  fingers,  porters,  Nethinims,  or  minifters  of  this 
houfe  of  God,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to  impofe  toll,  tribute, 
or  cuftom  upon  them.  And  thou,  E/.i\<,  after  the  wifdom 
of  thy  God  that  is  in  thine  hand,  let  magiftrates  and  judges, 
which  may  judge  all  the  people  that  are  beyond  the  river, 
all  fuch  as  know  the  laws  of  thy  God ;  and  teach  ye  them 
that  know  them  not.  And  whofoever  will  not  do  the  law  of 
thy  God,  and  the  law  of  the  king,  let  judgment  be  executed 
fpeedily  upon  him,  whether  it  be  unto  death,  or  to  ba- 
nifhment,  or  to  confifcation  of  goods,  or  to  imprifonment. 

Ezra  7.  12 — 26. 


Jeremiah  to  the  captives  in  Babylon. 
THUS  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  God  of  Ifrael  unto 
all  that  are  carried  away  captives,  whom  I  have  caufed  to  be 
carried  away  from  Jerutalem  unto  Babylon  ;  Build  ye  houfes, 
and  dwell  in  them  ;  and  plant  gardens  and  eat  the  fruit  of 
them ;  take  ye  wives,  and  beget  Ions  and  daughters  ;  and 
t -ke  wives  for  your  fons,  and  give  your  daughters  to  hul- 
bands,  that  they  may  bear  Pons  and  daughters ;  that  ye  m;iy 
be  increafed  here,  and  not  diminifhed.  And  leek  the  peace 
of  the  city  whither  I  have  caufed  you  to  be  carried  away 
captives,  and  pray  unto  the  Lord  for  it:  for  in  the  peace 
thereof  (hall  ye  have  peace.  For  thus  faith  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  the  God  of  Ifrael  ;  Let  not  your  prophets  and  your 
diviners,  that  be  in  the  midft  of  you,  deceive  you,  neither 
hearken  to  your  dreams  which  ye  caufe  to  be  dreamed.  For 
they  prophefy  falfly  unto  you  in  my  name  :  I  have  not  fent 
them,  faith  the  Lord.  For  thus  iaith  the  Lord,  that  after 
feventy  years  be  accomplifhed  at  Babylon,  I  will  vilit  you, 
and  perform  my  good  word  toward  you,  in  caufing  you  to 
return  to  this  place.  For  I  know  the  thoughts  that  I  think 
toward  you,  faith  the  Lord,  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of 
evil,  to  give  you  an  expected  end.  Then  fhall  ye  call  upon 
me,  and  ye  fhall  go  and  pray  unto  me,  and  1  will  hearken, 
unto  you.  And  ye  fhall  feek  me,  and  iind  me,  when  ye 
fhall  iearch  for  me  with  all  your  heart.  And  I  will  be  found 
of  you,  faith  the  Lord:  and  I  will  turn  away  your  cap- 
tivity, and  I  will  gather  you  .fro:;,  all  the  nations,  and  horn 
all  the  places  whither  I  have  driu-n  you,  faith  the  Lord; 
and  I  will  bring  you  again  into   the  place  whence  1  caufed 

you 
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you  to  be  carried  away  captive.     Becaufe  ye  have  faiil ,  The 
Lord  hath  railed  us  up  prophets  in  Babylon  ;  know  that 
thus  faith  the  Lord  of  the  king  that  fitteth  upon  the  throne 
of  David,  and  of  all  the  people  that  dwelleth   in  this  1 
and  of  your  brethren  that  are  not  gone  forth  with  you  into 
captivity  ;  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Behold,  1  will  lend 
upon  them  the  {Word,  the  famine,    and  the  peftilence,  and 
will  make  them  like  vile  figs,   that  cannot  be  eaten,  they  are 
fo  evil.     And  I  will   perfecute  them  with  the  (Word,  with 
the  famine,  and  with  the  peliilence,  and  will  deliver  them 
to  be  removed  to  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  to  be  a  curie, 
and  an  aftonifhment,  and  an  hiffing,  and  a  reproach  among 
all  the  nations  whither  I  have  driven  them:    becaufe  they 
have  not  hearkened   to  my  words,  faith  the  Lord,  which  I 
lent  unto  them  by  my  fervants  the  prophets,  rifing  up  early, 
and  fending  them ;  but  ye  would  not  hear,  faith  the  Lord. 
Hear  ye  therefore  the  word  of  the  Lord,  all  ye  of  the  cap- 
tivity, whom  I  have  fent  from  Jeruialem  to  Babylon  :  thus 
faith  the  Lord  of  hods,  the  God  of  If'rael,  of  Ahab  the  fon 
of  Kolaiah,  and  of  Zedekiah  the  fon  of  Maafeiah,    which 
prophely  a  lie  unto  you  in  my  name:  Behold,  1  will  deliver 
them  into  the  hand  of  Nebuchadrezzar  king  of  Babylon; 
and  he  (hall  flay  them  before  your  eyes ;    and  of  them  (hall 
be  taken  up  a  curie  by  all  the  captivity  of  Judah  which  are 
in  Babylon,  faying,  The  Lord  make  thee  like  Zedekiah,  and 
like  Ahab,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon  roafted  in  the  fire; 
becaufe   they    have   committed  villany  in  Ifrael,  and  have 
committed  adultery  with  their  neighbours'  wives,  and  have 
fpoken   lying  words   in  my  name,  which  I  have  not  com- 
manded thein  :  even  I  know  and  am  a^vitnefs,  faith  the  Lord. 
Mbus  {halt   thou  alio  fpeak  to  Shemaiah  the  Nehelamite, 
faying,  Thus  fpeaketh  the  Lord  of  hods,  the  God  of  Ifrael, 
laving,  Becaufe  thou  haft   lent  letters  in  thy  name  unto  all 
the  people  that  are  at  Jeruialem,  and  to  Zephaniah  the  fon 
of  Maafeiah   the  prieft,  and  to  all  the  priefts,  laying,  The 
Lord  hath  made  thee  prieft  in  the  ftead  of  Jehoiada  the  prieft, 
that  ye  mould  be  officers  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  for  every 
man  that  is  mad,  and  maketh   himielf  a  prophet,  that  thou 
idouldeft  put  him  in  prilon  and  in   the  ftocks.     Now  there- 
in,re  why  halt  thou    not   reproved  Jeremiah  of  Anathoth, 
which  maketh  hiinlelf  a  prophet  to  you  V     For  therefore  he 
lent  unto   us  in   Babylon,  faying,  This  captivity  is  long: 
build  ye  homes,  and  dwell  in  them  ;  and  plant  gardens,  and 
eat  the  fruit  of  than.  jfcrcmuih  29.  4 — 28. 

Vol.  III.  G    "  King 
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Kin^  Artaxerxes"  letter  todeflroy  the  J 
THE  great  king  Artaxerxes  writetli  thefe  things  to  the 
princes  and  governors,  that  are  under  him  from  India  unto 
Ethiopia,  in  an  hundred  and  feven  and  twenty  provinces. 
After  that  I  became  lord  over  many  nations,  and  had  domi- 
nion over  the  whole  world,  nor  lifted  up  with  prefumption 
of  my  authority,  but  carrying  myfelf  alway  with  equity 
auSmildntft,  I  purpofedto  fettle  my  fubjefts  continually  in 
a  quiet  life,  and  making  my  kingdom  peaceable,  and  open 
for  pafla?e  to  the  utmoft  coafts,  to  renew  peace,  which  is  de- 
fired  of  all  men.  Now  when  I  a  iked  my  counfellors  how 
this  might  be  brought  to  pafs,  Aman,  that  excelled  in  wif- 
dom  among  us,  and  was  approved  for  his  conftant  good-will, 
and  ftedfaft  fidelity,  and  had  the  honour  of  the  fecond  place 
iii  the  kingdom,  declared  unto  us,  that  in  all  nations 
throughout  the  world  there  was  ioattered  a  certain  malicious 
people,  that  had  laws  contrary  to  all  nations,  and  continu- 
ally defpifed  the  commandments  of  kings,  fo  as  the  uniting 
of  our  kingdoms  honourably  intended  by  us,  cannot  go 
forward.  Seeing  then  we  underftand  that  this  people  alone 
is  continually  in  oppofition  unto  all  men,  differing  in  the 
ftrange  manner  of  their  laws,  and  evil-affe&ed  to  our  ftate, 
working  all  the  mifchief  they  cm,  that  our  kingdom  may 
not  be  firmly  elfablifbed  ;  therefore  have  we  commanded, 
that  all  they  that  are  ligoiiied  in  writing  unto  you  by  Aman, 
(who  is  ordained  over  the  affairs,  and  is  next  unto  us,)  fhall 
all  with  their  wives  and  children  be  utterly  deRroyed  by  the 
{'word  of  their  enemies,  without  all  mercy  and  pity,  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  twelfth  month  Adar  of  this  pre  lent  year: 
that  they,  who  of  old,  and  now  alto  are  malicious,  may  in 
one  day  with  violence  go  into  the  grave,  and  fo  ever  hereafter 
tjult    QUI  affairs  to  be  we'll  fettled,  and  without  trouble. 

Ejlhtr  13.  1 — 8. 


Artaxerxe/  Utter  to  revoke  the  former. 
TIlEgieat    king  Artaxerxes,  unto  the  princes  and  go- 
vernors ot  an  hundred  and  feven  and  twenty  provinces  Irom 
India    unto    Ethiopia,  and   unto  all  our    fejtbful   fubje&s, 
.    .   ting.  Many,  the  more  often  they  are  honoured  with  the 
uity  of  their  gracious  princea,  the  more  proud  they 
u ;  and  endeavour  to  hurl  not  our  fubjevt^  only,  but 
not  '  >le  to  be4r  abundance,  do  take  in  hand  to.p&clife 

alfoagainft    Ihoi'e  that  do  them  good:    and  take  not  only 

thankfulnels 
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thankfulnefs  away  from  among  men,  but  alfo  lifted  up  with 
the  glorious  words  of  lewd  perfons  that  were  never  good, 
they  think  to  efcape  thejuftice  of  God,  that  feeth  all  things, 
and  hateth  evil.  Oftentimes  alfo  fair  fpeech  of  thole  that 
are  put  in  truft  to  manage  their  friends  affairs,  hath  caufed 
many  that  are  in  authority  to  be  partakers  of  innocent  blood, 
and  hatli  enwrapped  them  inremedilefs  calamities.  Beguiling 
with  the  falihood  and  deceit  of  their  lewd  difpofition,  the 
innocency  and  goodnefs  of  princes.  Now  ye  may  fee  this, 
as  we  have  declared,  not  lb  much  by  ancient  hiftories,  as  ye 
may,  if  ye  fearch  what  hath  been  wickedly  done  of  late, 
through  the  peftilent  behaviour  of  them  that  are  unworthily 
placed  in  authority.  And  we  muft  take  care  for  the  time  to 
come,  that  our  kingdom  may  be  quiet  and  peaceable  for  all 
ruen  ;  both  by  changing  our  purpoles,  and  always  judging 
things  that  are  evident,  with  more  equal  proceeding.  For 
Aman  a  Macedonian,  the  fon  of  Amadatha,  being  indeed  a 
ftranger  from  the  Ferfian  blood,  and  far  diftant  from  our 
goodnefs,  and  as  a  ftranger  received  of  us,  had  fo  far  forth  ob- 
tained the  favour  that  we  fhew  toward  every  nation,  as  that 
he  was  called  our  father,  and  was  continually  honoured  ol  all 
men,  as  the  next  perfon  unto  the  king.  But  he,  not  bearing 
his  great  dignity,  went  about  to  deprive  us  of  our  kingdom 
and  life:  having  by  manifold  and  cunningdeceits,  fought  of 
us  the  definition  as  well  of  Mardocheus,  who  faved  our  life, 
and  continually  procured  our  good,  as  alfo  of  blamelefs 
Either,  partaker  of  our  kingdom,  with  their  whole  nation. 
For  by  thefe  means  he  thought,  finding  us  deftitute  of 
friends,  to  have  tranlhted  the  kingdom  of  the  Perfians  to  tlje 
Macedonians.  But  we  find  that  the  Jews,  whom  this  wicked 
wretch  hatli  delivered  to  utter  deftruetion  are  no  evil-doers,  but 
live  by  rnoft  juft  laws  :  and  that  they  be  children  of  the  mod 
high  and  moll  mighty  living  God,  who  hath  ordered  the 
kingdom  botli  unto  us  and  to  our  progenitors  in  the  moft 
excellent  manner.  Wherefore  ye  (hall  do  well,  not  to  put 
in  execution  the  letters  lent  unto  you  by  Aman  the  fon  of 
Amadatha.  For  he  that  was  the  worker  of  thefe  things,  is 
hanged  at  the  gates  of  Sula,  with  ail  his  family:  God  who 
ruleth  all  things,  fpeedily  rendering  vengeance  to  him  accord- 
ing to  his  deierts.  Therefore  ye  ihall  publifh  the  copy  of 
this  letter  in  all  places,  that  the  Jews  may  freely  live  after 
their  own  laws.  And  ye  fhall  aid  them,  tjiat  even  the  fame 
day,  being  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month  Adar, 
they  may  be  avenged  on  them,  who,  in  the  time  of  their 
atfbftion,  (hall  let  upon  them.  For  Almighty  God  hath 
G  g  2  turned 
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turned  to  joy  lirito  them  the  day,  wherein  the  chofefi  people 
flioukl  have  perifhed.  Ye  (hall  therefore  anion;.;  your  iolemn 
fcafls  keep  it  an  high  day  with  all  feafting  :  that  both  now 
and  hereafter  there  may  be  fafety  to  us  and  the  well-affo 
Perfians ;  but  to  thofe  which  do  confpire  againft  us,  a  me- 
inori.il  of  deftrurtion.  Therefore  every  c;ity  and  country 
whatfoever,  which  fhall  not  do  according  to  thefe  things 
fhall  bedeftroyed  without  mercy,  with  hie  and  fwOrd,  and 
lhall  be  made  not  only  unpayable  lor  men,  but  alio  mo  ft 
hateful  to  wild  hearts  and  fowls  lor  ever.         Eflhcr  16  chapter. 


The  Romans  to  the  Jeus. 

GOOD  fuccefs  be  to  the  Romans,  and  to  the  people  oF 
thejews,  by  lea  and  by  land  for  ever  :  the  fword  alio  and 
enemy  be  far  from  them.  If  there  come  firft  any  war  upon 
the  Romans,  or  any  of  their  confederates  throughout  all  their 
dominion,  the  people  of  the  Jews  lhall  help  them,  as  the 
time  lhall  be  appointed,  with  all  their  heart.  Neither  (hall 
they  give  any  thing  unto  them  that  make  war  upon  them, 
or  aid  them  with  victuals,  weapons,  money,  or  lliips,  as  it 
hath  feemed  good  unto  the  Romans  ;  but  they  fliall  keep 
their  covenant  without  taking  any  thing  therefore.  In  the 
fame  manner  alfo,  if  war  come  firft  upon  the  nation  of  the 
Jews,  the  Romans  fliall  help  them  with  all  their  heart,  ac- 
cording as  the  time  fliall  be  appointed  them.  Neither  fhall 
viftuals  be  given  to  them  that  take  part  againft  them,  or 
weapons,  or  money,  or  (hips,  as  it  hath  feemed  good  to  the 
Romans:  but  they  lhall  keep  their  covenants,  and  that  with- 
out deceit.  According  to  thefe  articles  did  the  Romans  make 
a  covenant  with  the  people  of  thejews.  Howbeit,  if  here- 
after the  one  party  or  the  other  (hall  think  meet  to  add  or 
diminifh  any  thing,  they  may  do  it  at  their  pleafures  ;  and 
whatfoever  they  fhall  add  or  take  away,  fliall  be  ratified. 
And  as  touching  the  evils  that  Demetrius  doeth  to  the  Jews, 
we  have  written  unto  him,  faying,  Wherefore  haft  thou  made 
thy  yoke  heavy  upon  our  friends  and  confederates  the  Jews  ? 
If  therefore  they  complain  any  more  againft  thee  we  will 
do  them  juftice,  and  fight  with  thee  by  feaand  by  land. 

1  Maccabees  8.  23 — 32. 


K'mc 
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King  Ptolemy  to  his  cap! 
KING  Ptolemy  Philopator  to  his  governors  in  Egypt» 
and  all  who  are  appointed  over  his  affairs,  grace  and  health  : 
both  we  and  onr  children  are  well,  the  great  God  prospering 
our  undertakings  as  we  would  wifh.  Some  or  our  mends 
through  an  evil  mind  frequently  applied  to  us,  and  perfuaded 
us  that  the  Jews  in  our  dominion  had  entered  into  a  confpi- 
racy,  and  ought  to  he  punifhed  with  ft  range  tortures  as 
rebels.  Feigning  that  our  affairs  would  never  profper  till 
that  was  done,  becaule  they  bare  hate  to  all  nations.  And 
they  led  them  bound,  and  tortured  them  as  flaves,  or  rather 
as  traitors,  to  deftroy  them  without  any  judgment. or  exa- 
mination, with  a  cruelty  greater  than  that  of  the  Scythians. 
But  we  feverely  threatened  them,  inafmuch  as  we  bear  good- 
will to  nil  men,  and  hardly  {pared  their  lives:  and  knowing 
that  the  God  of  heaven  lately  protects  the  Jews,  as  a  father 
who  always  ftrivcth  for  his  children,  and  duly  couriering 
the  firm  and  friendly  good-will  which  they  have  had  towards 
us  and  ouranceftors,  we  have  juftly  acquitted  them  of  every 
thing  whatever.  And  we  have  ordered  all  to  return  to  their 
own  home,  and  that  no  perfon  in  any  place  do  them  any 
injury  whatever;  neither  reproach  them  for  any  thing  which 
has  been  done  wrong  again  ft  them.  For  know  ye,  that  it 
we  delign  evil  againft  them,  or  [hall  any  ways  afflift  them, 
we  (hall  havenot  man,  but  the  Lord  of  all  power,  the  Mod 
High  God  againft  us,  to  revenge  thofe  a6ts  in  every  point 
unavoidably  for  ever.     Fare  ye  well. 


The  Apojllcs  to  the  churches. 
THE  apoftles,  and  elders,  and  brethren,  fend  greeting 
.into  the  brethren  which  are  of  the  Gentiles  in  Antioch, 
and  Syria,  and  Cilicia.  Forafmuch  as  we  have  heard,  that 
certain  which  went  out  from  us,  have  troubled  you  with 
words,  fubverting  your  fouls,  laying,  Ye  muft  be  circum- 
cifed,  and  keep  the  law;  to  whom  we  gave  no  fuch  com- 
mandment. It  feemed  good  unto  us,  being  affembled  with 
one  accord,  to  fend  cholen  men  unto  you,  with  our  beloved 
Barnabas  and  Paul  ;  menthat  have  hazarded  their  lives  for  the 
name  of  our  Lord  Jems  Chrift.  We  have  fent  therefore  Judas 
and  Silas,  who  (hall  alio  tell  you  the  fame  things  by  mouth. 
For  it  feemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  to  us,  to  lay  upon 
you  no  greater  burden  than  thefe  ncceilary  things  ;  that  ye 
G  g  3  abftaiu 
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abftain  from  meats  offered  to  idols,  and  from  blood,  and  from 
things  ftrangled,  and  from  fornication:  from  which  if  ye 
keep  yourf elves.,  ye  (hall  do  well.     Fare  ye  well. 

Ads  15.  23 — 29. 


Lyfas  to  Felix. 

CLAUDIUS  Lyfias,  unto  the  mod  excellent  governor 
Felix,  fendeth  greeting.  This  man  was  taken  of  the  Jews, 
2nd  fhould  have  been  killed  of  them  :  then  came  I  with  an 
army,  and  refcuedhim,  having  underftood  that  he  was  a  Ro- 
man. And  when  I  would  have  known  the  caufe  wherefore 
they  accufed  him,  I  brought  him  forth  into  their  council : 
whom  I  perceived  to  be  accufed  of  queftions  of  their  law,  but 
to  have  nothing  laid  to  his  charge  worthy  of  death  or  of 
bonds.  And  when  it  was  told  me,  how  that  the  Jews  had 
laid  wait  for  the  man,  I  lent  ftraightway  to  thee,  and  gave 
commandment  to  his  accufers  alio,  to  fay  before  thee  what 
,   they  had  againfl him.     Farewel. 

Ads  23.  26 — 30. 


St.  Paul  to  the  Ephejians. 

PAUL,  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  will  of  God,  to 
the  faints  which  are  at  Ephefus,  and  to  the  faithful  in  Chrifl 
Jefus:  grace  be  to  you  and  peace  from  God  our  father,  and 
from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  who  hath  bleffed  us  with  all  fpiritual 
bleflings  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  :  according  as  he  hath 
chofen  us  in  him  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  that 
we  fhould  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  him  in  love: 
having  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by 
Jefus  Chrift  to  him  fell",  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of 
his  will.  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he 
hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  Beloved  :  in  whom  we  have  re- 
demption through  his  blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  lins,  accord- 
ing to  the  riches  of  his  grace  ;  wherein  he  hath  abounded 
towards  us  in  all  wifdom  and  prudence,  having  made  known 
unto  us  the  myftery  of  his  will,  according  to  his  good  plea- 
lure,  which  he  hath  purpoled  in  himfelf :  that  in  the  dif- 
penfation  of  the  fulnefs  of  times  he  might  gather  together 
in  one  all  things  in  Chrift,  both  which  are  m  heaven,  ami 
which  are  on  earth,  even  in  him  :  in  whom  alio  we  have  ob- 
tained 
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taihed  an  inheritance,  being  predeftinated  according  to  the 
purpol'c  or'  him  who  woikcth  all  things  after  the  counfel  of 
his  own  will.  That  we  fhould  be  to  the  praife  of  his  glory, 
who  firft  trufted  in  Chrift.  In  whom  ye  alfo  trufted  after 
that  ye  heard  the  word  of  truth,  the  golpel  ol  your  falvation  : 
in  whom  alio  after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  lealed  with  that 
holy  Spirit  of  promife,  which  is  the  earneft  of  our  inheritance, 
until  ihe  redemption  of  the  purchafed  poffeffion,  unto  the 
praife  of  his  glory*  Wherefore  I  alfo,  after  1  heard  of  your 
h  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  love  unto  all  the  faints,  ceafe 
not  to  give  thanks  for  yon,  making  mention  of  you  in  my 
prayers;  that  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Father 
ol  glory,  may  give  unto  you  the  fphit  of  wildom,  and  reve- 
lation, in  the  knowledge  of  him  :  the  eyes  of  your  under- 
funding  being  enlightened  ;  that  ye  may  know  what  is  the 
hope  of  his  calling,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his 
inheritance  in  the  laints,  and  what  is  the  exceeding  great- 
nels  of  hw  power  to  us-ward  who  believe,  according  to  the 
working  of  His  mighty  power:  which  he  wrought  in  Chrift 
when  he  railed  him  from  the  dead,  and  fet  him  at  his  own 
right  hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  tar  above  all  principality, 
a, id  power,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that 
is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is 
to  come.  And  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  and  gave 
him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which  is 
his  body,  the  fulnefs  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all. 

And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes 

and  fins  ;  wherein  in  time  part  ye  walked  according  to  the 

courfe  of  this  world,  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power 

of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh  in  the  children  of 

difobedience :  among  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  converfation 

in  times  pafl:  in  the  lufts  of  our  rlefli,  fulfilling  the  defires  of 

the  flelh,  and  of  the  mind  ;  and  were  by  nature  the  children 

of  wrath,  even  as  others.     But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 

for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were 

dead  in  fins  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift  ;    by 

grace  ye  are  faved  :  and  hath  raifed  us  np  together,  and  made 

us  fit  together  in  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus :  that  in  the 

s  to  come  he  might  thew  the  exceeding  richnefs  of  his 

ce,  in  his  kindnefs  towards  us  through  Chrift  Jefus.     For 

grace  are  ye  faved  through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  your- 

es ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God:    not  of  works,  left  any  man 

fhould  boaft.     For  we  are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift 

jefus  unto  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained 

that  we  fhould  walk  in  them.     Wherefore  remember  that  ye 

beinff 
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being  in  time  paft  Gentiles  in  the  flefh,  who  are  called  ua- 
circumcifion  by  that  which  is  called  the  circumciltoa  in  the 
flelri  made  by  hands;  that  at  that  time  ye  were  without 
Chrift,  being  aliens  from  the  common-wealth  of  Ifrael,  and 
Grangers  from  the  covenants  of  promife,  having  no  hope, 
and  without  God  in  the  world:  but  now  in  Chrift  Jefus,  ye 
who  fometimes  were  afar  off,  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift..  For  he  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made  both  one,  and 
hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition  between  us. 
(Having  abolifhed  in  his  flefh  the  enmity,  even  the  law  of 
commandments  contained  in  ordinances,  fortomake  in  him- 
i'elf  of  twain  one  new  man,  fo  making  peace;  and  that  he 
might  reconcile  both  unto  God  in  one  body,  by  the  crofs, 
having  (lain  the  enmity  thereby:)  and  came  and  preached 
peace  to  you  which  were  afar  off,  and  to  them  that  were  nigh. 
For  through  him  webotli  have  accefs  by  one  fpirit  unto  the 
Father.  Now  therefore  ye  are  no  more  Grangers  and  foreign- 
ers, but  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the  houfhold 
of  God ;  and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apoftles 
and  prophets,  Jefus  Chrifl  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner- 
ftone.  In  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together  grow- 
eth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord  :  in  whom  ye  alio  are 
builded  together  for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit, 

For  this  caufe,  1  Paul,  the  priibner  of  Jefus  Chrift  for 
you  Gentiles;  if  ye  have  heard  of  the  difpenfation  of  the 
grace  of  God,  which  is  given  me  to  you-waul :  how  that  by 
revelation  he  made  known  unto  me  the  myftcry,  (as  I  wrote 
afore  in  few  words  ;  whereby  when  ye  read  ye  may  under- 
fbnd  my  knowledge  in  the  myftery  of  Chrift,)  which  in  other 
ages  was  not  made  known  unto  the  Ions  of  men,  as  it  is  now 
revealed  unto  the  holy  apoftles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit ; 
that  the  Gentiles  fhould  be  fellow-heirs,  and  ot  the  fame 
body,  and  partakers  of  his  promife  in  Chrift  by  the  gofpel : 
whereof  I  was  made  a  minifter  according  to  the  gilt  of  the 
grace  of  God  given  unto  me  by  the  effectual  working  of  his 
power.  Unto  me,  who  am  lefs  than  the  lead  of  all  faints, 
is  this  grace  given,  that  I  fhould  preach  among  the  Gentiles 
the  unlearchable  riches  of  Chrift  ;  and  to  make  all  men  fee 
what  is  the  fellowfhip  of  the  myftery  which  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  world  hath  been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things 
by  Jefus  Chrift  :  to  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principali- 
ties and  powers  in  heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the 
church  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  ;  according  to  the  eter- 
nal purpofe  which  he  purpoled  in  Chrifl  Jefus  our  Lord  :   in 

"in  we  have  boldnefs  and  accefs  with  confidence  by  the 

faith 
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faith  of  him.     Wherefore  1  defire  that  ye  faint  not  at  my 

tribulations  for  you,  which  is  your  glory.  1'or  this  caufe  I 
bow  my  knees  unto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus Chrift,  of 
whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named,  that 
lie  would  grant  you  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  to 
be  ftrengthened  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man: 
that  ChriR  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ;  th.it  ye  being- 
rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to  compn 
with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and  length,  and  depth, 
ami  height ;    and  to  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  whi<  h  paffeth 

ledge,  that  ye  might  be>fillcd  with  all  the  fuln 
God.  Now  unto  him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundant- 
ly above  all  that  we  a(k  or  think,  according  to  the  power 
that  worketh  in  us,  unto  him  be  glory  in  the  church  by 
Chrift:  Jefus  throughout  ail  ages,  world  without  end.  Amen. 
I  therefore,  the  prifoner  of  the  Lord,  befeech  you,  that 
ye  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called, 
with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs,  with  long-fulfering,  for- 
bearing one  another  in  love  ;  endeavouring  to  keep  the  uni- 
ty of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  There  is  one  body 
and  one  Spirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of  your 
calling;  orte  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptifm,  one  God  and 
Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you 
all.  But  unto  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace  according  to 
themeafure  of  the  gift  of  Chrift.  Wherefore  he  faith,  when 
he  alcended  up  on  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and  gave 
gifts  unto  men.  that  he  alcended,  what  is  it  but  tnat 

he  alfo  delcended  firft  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ?  He 
that  delcended  is  the  fame  alfo  that  afcended  up  far  above  all 
heavens,  that  he  might  fill  all  things.  And  he  gave  fome, 
apoftles;  and  fome,  prophets;  and  fome,  evangelifts  ;  and 
fome,  pallors  and  teachers  ;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  faints, 
for  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  ol 
Chrift  :  till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  oi  t  he- 
knowledge  of  the  Son  ol  God,  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the 
meafure  of  the  ftatufe  of  the  fulnefsof  Chrift ;  that  we  hence- 
forth be  no  more  children,  tolled  to  and  fro,  and  carried 
about  with  every  wind  of  doctrine,  by  the  Height  of  men, 
and  cunning craftinefs,  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  deceive: 
but  fpeaking  the  truth  in  love,  may  grow  up  into  him  in  all 
things,  which  is  the  head,  even  Chrift:  from  whom  the 
whole  body  fitly  joined  together,  and  compacted  by  that 
which  every  joint  fupplieth,  according  to  the  effectual  work- 
ing in  the  meafure  of  every  part,  n  ncreafe  of  the  body, 
unto  the  edifying  of  itfelf  in  love.     This  I  fay,  therefore, 

ami 
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and  teftify  in  the  Lord,  that  ye  henceforth  walk  not  as  other 
Gentiles  walk,  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind,  having  the  un- 
dcrfunding  darkened,  being  alienated  from  the  life  of  God, 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  becaufeof  the  blind- 
nei's  of  their  heart;  who  being  part  feeling,  have  given 
themfelves  over  unto  lafcivioufhefs,  to  work  all  uncleannefs 
with  greedinefs.  But  ye  hue  not  fo  learned  Chrift  ;  if  fo 
be  that  ye  have  heard  him,  and  have  been  taught  by  him, 
as  the  truth  is  in  Jelus ;  that  ye  put  off  concerning  the 
former  converfation,  the  old  man,  which  iscorrupt  according 
to  the  deceitful  lufls  j  and  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  your 
mind  ;  and  that  ye  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 

ted  in  righteoufneis  and  true  holinefs.  Wherefore 
putting  away  lying,  ipeak  every  man  truth  with  his  neigh- 
bour :  for  we  are  members. one  of  another.  Be  ye  angry, 
.<ud  tin  not:  let  not  the  fun  go  down  upon  your  wrath: 
neither  give  place  to  the  devil.  Let  him  that  ftole  fteal  no 
more:  but  rather  let  him  lafbour,  working  with  his  hands 
the  thi-ng  which  is  good,  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him 
that  needeth.  Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out 
of  your  mouth,  but  that  which  is  good  to  the  ufe  of  edify- 
ing, that  it  may  minifter  grace  unto  the  hearers.  And 
grieve  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  fealed 
unto  the  day  of  redemption.  Let  all  bitternefs,  and  wrath, 
and  anger,  and  clamour,  and  evil  fpeaking,  he  put  away 
from  you,  with  all  malice  :  and  be  yc  kind  one  to  another, 
tender  hearted,  forgiving  one  another,  even  as  God  for 
thrift's  lake  hath  forgiven  you-* 

Ik  ye  therefore  followers  of  God,  as  dear  children  :  and 
walk  in  love,  as  Chrift  alio  hath  loved  us,  and  hath  given 
himfell  for  us  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet- 
fmellirrg  favour.  But  fornication,  and  all  uncleannefs, 
or  covetoul'nefs,  let  it  not  be  once  named  among  you,  as 
becometh  faints  ;  neither  filthinefs,  nor  foolifh  talking,  nor 
jetting,  which  are  not  convenient:  but  rather  giving  of 
thanks.     For  this  ye  know,  that  no  whoremonger,  nor  in  - 

i  pcrfon,  nor  covetous  man,  who  is  an  idolater,  hath 
any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  and  of  God. 
Let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain  words:  for  becaule 
-.I  the  1  e  things  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children 
of  difobedieiice*  Be  not  ye  therefore  partakers  with  them. 
For  ye  were  fometimes  darknefs,  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the 
Lord  :  walk  as  children  of  light:  for  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
is  in  all  goodnefs  and  righteoufnefs  and  truth;  proving 
ft  is  acceptal  le  unto  the  Lord.     And  have  n»  fellowihip 

with 
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with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  but  rather  reprove 
them.  For  it  is  a  fhame  even  to  fpeak  of  thofe  things  which 
are  done  of  them  in  fecret.  But  all  things  that  are  reproved 
are  made  manifeft  by  the  light :  for  whatfoever  doth  make 
manifeft  is  light.  Wherefore  he  faith,  Awake,  thou  that 
fleepeft,  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  fhall  give  thee 
light.  See  then  that  ye  walk  circumfpe&ly,  not  as  fools, 
but  as  wife,  redeeming  the  time,  becaufe  the  days  are  evil. 
Wherefore  be  ye  not  unwife,  but  underftanding  what  the 
will  of  the  Lord  is.  And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein 
isexcefs;  but  be  filled  with  the  Spirit;  {peaking  to  your- 
felves  in  pfalms,  and  hymns,  and  fpiritual  longs,  ungfag  and 
making  melody  in  your  heart  to  the  Lord ;  giving  thanks 
always  for  all  things  unto  God  and  the  Father,  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  fubmitting  yourfelves  one  to 
another  id  the  fear  of  God.  Wives  fubmit  yourfelves  t.» 
your  own  hufbands,  as  unto  the  Lord.  For  the  hufband  is 
the  head  of  the  wife,  even  as  Chrift  is  the  head  of  the 
church  :  and  he  is  the  Saviour  of  the  body.  Therefore  as 
the  church  is  fubjecl:  unto  Chrift,  fo  let  the  wives  be  to 
their  own  hufbands  in  every  thing.  Hufbands,  love  your 
wives,  even  as  Chrift  alfo  loved  the  church,  and  gave  him- 
felf  for  it  ;  that  he  might  fanetify  and  clean fe  it  with  the 
warning  of  water  by  the  word,  that  he  might  prefent  it  to 
himfelf  a  glorious  church,  not  having  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or 
any  fuch  thing ;  but  that  it  fhould  be  holy  and  without 
blemifh.  So  ought  men  to  love  their  wives  as  their  own 
bodies.  He  that  loveth  his  wife  loveth  himfelf.  For  no 
man  ever  yet  hateth  his  own  flefh  ;  but  noufifheth  and 
cherifheth  it.  even  as  the  Lord  the  church  :  for  we  are  mem- 
bers of  his  body,  of  his  flefh,  and  of  his  bones.  For  this 
caufe  (hall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother,  and  fliall  be 
joined  unto  his  wife,  and  they  two  fliall  be  one  flefh.  This 
is  a  great  myftery:  but  I  fpeak  concerning  Chrift  and  the 
chuixh.  Neverthelefs  let  every  one  of  you  in  particular  fo 
love  his  wife  even  as  himfelf;  and  the  wife  fee  that  (lie  re- 
verence her  hufband. 

Children  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord:  for  this  is  right. 
Honour  thy  father  and  mother;  which  is  the  firft command- 
ment, with  promife ;  that  it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and* 
thou  mayeft  live  long  on  the  earth.  And,  ye  fathers,  pro- 
voke not  your  children  to  wrath :  but  bring  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  Servants,  be  obedient 
to  them  that  are  your  mafters  according  to  the  flefh,  with 
fear  and  trembling,  in  finglenefs  of  your  heart,  as  unto 

Chrift ; 
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Chrift;  not  with  eye-fervice,  as  men-pleafers  ;  hut  as  the 
iervants  of  Chrift,  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart ; 
with  good-will  doing  fervLe,  as  to  the  Lord  and  not  to  mt 
knowing  t hat  whatloever  good  thing  any  man  doeth,  the 
fame  ("hall  he  receive  of  the  Lord,  whether  he  be  bond  or 
free.  And  ye  mailers,  do  the  lame  things  unto  them,  for- 
bearing threatening:  knowing  that  your  Mafter  alfo  is  in 
heaven ;  neither  is  there  refpecl  of  peribns  with  him. 
Finally;,  my  brethren,  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the 
power  of  his  might.  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that 
ye  may  be  able  to  Hand  againft  the  wiles  of  the  devil.     For 

wreftle   not  againft   flefh   and   blood,  but  againft  prin- 

iities,  againft  powers,  againfl:  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs 
of  this  world,  againft  fplritua)  wickednels  in  high  places. 
Wherefore  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye 
may  be  able  to  withftand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done 
all,  to  ftand  Stand  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about 
with  truth,  and  having  on  the  breaft-plate  of  righteoufnefs; 
and  your  feet  (hod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of 
peace  ;  above  all,  taking  the  Ihield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye 

I  be  able  to  quench  all  the   fiery   darts  of  the  wicked. 
And  tike    the    helmet  of  falvation,  and  the  fword  of  the 
i  is  the  word  of  God:  praying  "always  with  all 
1  ra/yer  and  fupplicatton  in   the  Spirit,  and  watching  there- 
unto with  all   perfeverance  and  fupplication for  all  faints; 
and  for   me,   that  utterance  may  be  given  unto  me,  that  I 
may  open   my  mouth  boldly,  to  make  known  the  myftery 
I,  for  which  I  am  an  ambalTador  in  bonds;  that 
I  m  iy  fpeak  boldly  as  I  ought  to  1'peak.     But  that 
ye  alio  may  know   my  aHairs,  and  how  I  do,    Tychicus,  a 
.1    brother  and  faithful   minifter    in  the   Lord,  (hall 

e  known  to   you   all    things:  whom  I  have  lent  unto 

!;  i   the  lame  purpofe,  that  ye  might  know  our  aifairs, 
'   ye  might  comfort  your  hearts.     Peace  be  to  the 

hren',  and  love  with  faith,  from  God  the  Father   and 

i!ic  Lord  Jelus  Chrift.    Grace  be  with  all  them  that  love  out 

Pus  Chrift  in  lincerity.  Amen.     Written  from  Rome 

othe  Ephelianb  by  Tychicus. 


Epijile  of  St.  James. 

J  A  M  :r.  S,  a  I  en  ant  of  God,  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 

Ive  tribes  which    are   (battered   abroad,  greeting. 

•    fi,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers  temp- 

,  knowing  this,  that  the  trying  of  your  faith  worked) 

patience, 
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patience.  But  let  patience  have  her  perfect  work,  that  ye 
may  be  perfect  and  entire,  wanting  nothing.  If  any  of  you 
lack  wifdom,  let  him  aik  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally,  and  upbraideth  not  ;  and  it  (hall  be  given  him. 
But  let  him  afk  in  faith,  nothing  wavering.  For  he  that 
wavereth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  fea,  driven  with  the  wind  and 
toffed.  For  let  not  that  man  think  that  he  (hall  receive  any 
thing  of  the  Lord.  A  double  minded  man  is  unliable  in 
all  his  ways-.  Let  the  brother  of  low  degree  rejoice  in  that 
he  is  exalted :  but  the  rich,  in  that  he  is  made  low:  becaufe 
as  the  Mower  ofthegrafs  he  (hall  pafs  away.  For  the  fun 
is  no  fooner  rifen  with  a  burning  heat,  but  it  withereth 
thegrafs,  and  the  flower  thereof  falleth,  and  the  grace  of 
the  tdfhion  of  it  perifheth  :  fo  alio  (hall  the  rich  man  fade 
away  in  his  ways.  Blefled  is  the  man  that  endm-eth  temp- 
tation ;  for  when  he  is  tried,  he  (hall  receive  the  ctowii  of 
life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him. 
Let  no  man  fay  when  he  isj  tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  God  : 
for  God  cannot  be  tempted  with  evil,  neither  tempteth  he 
any  man  :  but  every  man  is  tempted  when  he  is  drawn  away 
of  his  own  lull,  and  enticed.  Then,  when  lull  hath  con- 
ceived, it  bringeth  forth  fin:  and  lin,  when  it  is  finiihed, 
bringeth  forth  death.  Do  not  err,  my  beloved  brethren. 
Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above,  and 
Cometh  down  from  the  father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  no 
variablenefs,  neither  fhadow  of  turning.  Of  his  own  will 
begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth,  that  we  (howld  be  a  kind 
of  firft  fruits  of  his  creatures.  Wherefore,  my  beloved 
brethren,  let  every  man  be  fwift  to  hear,  flow  to  fpeak, 
How  to  wrath  ;  for  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righ- 
teoufnels  of  God.  Wherefore  lay  apart  all  filthinels  and 
iuperHuity  of  naughtincls,  and  receive  with  meeknefs  the 
engrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  lave  your  fouls.  But  be 
ye  doers  or  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your 
own  felves.  For  if  any  be  a  hearer  of  the  word,  and  not  a 
doer,  he  is  like  unto  a  man  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a 
glafs  :  for  he  beholdeth  himlelt,  and  goeth  his  way,  and 
ftrai  grit  way  forgetteth  what  manner  of  man  lie  was.  But 
wholb  looketh  into  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  and  continueth 
therein,  he  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  doer  of  the 
work,  this  man  ihall  be  blelfed  in  his  deed.  If  any  man 
among  you  feem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his 
tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion  is 
vain.     Pure  religion   and  undehled  before    God   and   the 

Father 
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Father  is  this,  To  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  widows  in  their 
affliction,  and  to  keep  himfelf  un {potted  from  the  world. 

My  brethren,  have  not  the  faith  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Lord  of  glory,  with  refpect  of  perfons.  For 
if  there  come  unto  your  alfembly  a  man  with  a  gold  ring, 
if)  goodly  apparel,  and  there  come  in  alfo  a  poor  man  in  viie 
raiment ;  and  ye  have  refpe6l  to  him  that  weareth  the  gay 
clothing,  and  lay  unto  him,  Sit  thou  here  in  a  good  place  ; 
and  lay  to  the  poor,  Stand  thou  there,  or  fit  here  under  my 
footftool :  Are  ye  not  then  partial  in  yourlelves,  and  are 
become  judges  of  evil  thoughts?  Hearken,  my  beloved 
brethren,  Hath  not  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich 
in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  he  hath  promifed 
to  them  that  love  him  ?  but  ye  have  defpiled  the  poor. 
Do  not  rich  men  opprefs  you,  and  draw  you  before  the 
judgment  feats?  do  not  they  blafpheme  that  worthy  name 
by  the  which  ye  are  called?  If  ye  fulfil  the  royal  law  ac- 
cording to  the  fcripture,  Thou  (halt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyfelf,  ye  do  well  :  but  if  ye  have  refpect  to  perfons,  ye 
commit  fin,  and  are  convinced  of  the  law  as  tranfgrelfors. 
For  whofoever  fhall  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in 
one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all.  For  he  that  laid,  Do  not 
commit  adultery,  faid  alfo,  Do  not  kill.  Now  if  thou 
commit  no  adultery,  yet  if  thou  kill,  thou  art  become  a 
tr.mfgreffor  of  the  law.  So  fpeak  ye,  and  fo  do,  as  they 
that  ihall  be  judged  by  the  law  of  liberty.  For  he  fhall 
have  judgment  without  mercy,  that  hath  (hewed  no  mercy  ; 
and  mercy  rejoiceth  againft  judgment.  What  doth  it  prolit, 
my  brethren,  though  a  man  fay  he  hath  faith,  and  have  not 
works?  Can  faith  lave  him?  If  a  brother  or  fifier  be  naked, 
and  deftitute  of  daily  food,  and  one  of  you  fay  unto  them, 
Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled  :  notwithstanding 
ye  give  them  not  thofe  things  which  are  needful  to  the 
body;  what  doth  it  profit?  Even  fo  faith,  if  it  hath  noc 
works,  is  dead,  being  alone.  Yea,  a  man  may  fay,  Thou 
hall  lakh,  and  1  have  works  :  fliew  me  thy  faith  without 
thy  works,  and  I  will  (hew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works. 
Thou  believed  that  there  is  one  God  ;  thou  doeft  well  : 
the  devils  alfo  believe,  and  tremble.     But  wilt  thou  know, 

0  vain  man,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead?  Was  not 
ALulioin  our  father  juitiiied  by  works,  when  he  had  offered 

1  hi  foa  upon  the  altar?  Seeft  thou  how  faith  wrought 
with  his  worts,  and  by  works  was  faith  made  perfect?  And 
the  fcripture  was  fulfilled  which  faith,  Abraham  believed 
God,  ai.u  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  right eoufneis  :  and 

he 


BookX.  SACRED     LITERATURE.  479 

he  was  called  the  friend  of  God.  Ye  fee  then  how  that  by 
works  a  man  is  juftified,  and  not  by  faith  only.  Likewile 
alfo,  was  not  Rahab  the  harlot  juftiried  by  works,  when  (he 
had  received  the  meffengers,  and  had  lent  them  out  another 
way?  For  as  the  body  without  the  fpirit  is  dead,  fo  faith 
without  works  is  dead  alfo. 

My  brethren,  be  not  many  matters  knowing  that  we  fhall 
receive  the  greater  condemnation.  For  in  many  things  we 
offend  all.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  fame  is  a 
perfect  man,  and  able  alfo  to  bridle  the  whole  body.  Behold, 
we  put  bits  in  the  horfes'  mouths,  that  they  may  obey  us  ; 
and  we  turn  about  their  whole  body.  Behold  alfo  the  (hips, 
which,  though  they  be  fo  great,  and  are  driven  of  fierce 
winds,  yet  are  they  turned  about  with  a  very  fmall  helm, 
whitherfoever  the  governor  lifteth.  Even  fo  the  tongue  is  >t 
little  member,  and  boafteth  great  things.  Behold  how  great  a 
matter  a  little  fire  kindleth  !  And  the  tongue  isa  fire,  a  world 
of  iniquity  :  fo  is  the  tongue  among  our  members,  tli3t  it 
defileth  the  whole  body,  and  fetteth  on  fire  the  courle  of 
nature  ;  and  it  is  fet  on  fire  of  hell.  For  every  kind  of  beafts, 
and  of  birds,  and  of  ierpents,  and  of  things  in  the  fea,  is 
tamed,  and  hath  been  tamed  of  mankind  :  but  the  tongue 
can  no  man  tame;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly  poifon. 
Therewith  blefs  we  God,  even  the  Father;  and  therewith 
curfe  we  men,  which  are  made  after  the  limilitude  of  God. 
Out  of  the  fame  mouth  proceedeth  bleiTings  and  curfings. 
My  brethren,  theJe  things  ought  not  fa  to  be.  Doth  a 
fountain  fend  forth  at  the  fame  place  fweet  water  and  bitter  ? 
Cm  the  fig-tree,  my  brethren,  bear  olive  berries?  either  a 
vine,  figs?  fo  can  no  fountain  both  yield  fait  water  and  frelh. 
Who  is  a  wife  man,  and  endued  with  knowledge  among 
you  ?  let  him  Ihew  out  of  a  good  converfation  his  works  with 
meeknels  of  witdom.  But  if  ye  have  bitter  envying,  and 
ft  rife  in  your  hearts,  glory  not,  and  lie  not  againft  the  truth. 
This  wifdom  defcendeth  not  from  above,  but  is  earthly, 
feniiul,  deviJHb.  For  where  envying  and  ftrife  is,  therein 
coufufion,  and  every  evil  work.  But  the  wifdom  that  is  from 
above,  is  firft  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be 
entreated,  lull  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality, 
and  without  hypocrily.  And  the  fruit  of  righteoufnels  l* 
fown  in  peace  of  them  that  make  peace. 

From  whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  you?  come 
they  not  hence,  even  of  your  lulls,  that  war  in  your  mem- 
bers? Ye  lull,  and  have  not :  ye  kill,  and  delire  to  have,  and 
cannot  obtain  :  ve  light  and  war,  yet  ye  have  not,  becaufe  ye 

afk 
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afknnt.  Ye  afk,  and  receive  not,  becaule  ye  pfl;  amifs,  that 
ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lufts.  Ye  adulterers,  and 
adulterefles,  known  yi  idfhip.of  the  world  is 

enmity  with  God  •  whomever  therefore  will  be  a  friend  of 
the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God.  Do  ye  think  that  the  fcrip- 
ture  faith  in  vain,  the  (pirit  that  dwelleth  in  us,  lufteth  to 
envy?  But  he  giveth  mor<  wherefore  he  faith,  God 

refiftetb  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  unto  the  humble.  Submit 
yourfelves  therefore  to  God  ;  refill  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee 
from  you:  draw  high  to  God,  and  he  will  draw  nigh  to 
you  :  cleanfe  your  hands,  ye  finners,  and  purify  your  hearts, 
ye  double  minded.  Be  afflicled,  and  mourn,  and  weep  :  let 
your  laughter  be  turned  to  mourning,  and  your  joy  to  hea- 
vinefs.  Humble  yourfelves  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  and 
he  (hall  lift  you  up.  Speak  not  evil  one  of  another,  brethren. 
He  that  fpeaketh  evil  of  his  brother,  and  judgeth  his 
brother,  fpeaketh  evil  of  the  law,  and  judgeth  the  law  :  but  if 
thou  judge  the  law,  thou  art  not  a  doer  of  the  law,  but  a  judge. 
There  is  one  law  giver,  who  is  able  to  fave,  and  tc  deftroy  : 
who  art  thou  that  judgeft  another  ?  Go  to  now,  ye  that  fay, 
To-day  or  to-morrow  we  will  go  into  fuch  a  city,  and  continue 
there  a  year,  and  buy,  and  fell,  and  get  gain  :  whereas  ye 
know  not  what  {hall  be  on  the  morrow :  for  what  is  your  life? 
It  is  even  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then, 
vanifheth  away.  For  that  ye  ought  to  fay,  if  the  Lord  will, 
we  {hull  live,  and  do  this  or  that.  But  now  ye  rejoice  in 
your  boilings:  all  fuch  rejoicing  is  evil.  Therefore  to  him 
that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  fin. 

Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep  and  howl  foryour  miferies, 
that  fhall  come  upon  you.  Your  riches  are  corrupted,  and 
your  garments  are  moth-eaten.  Your  gold  and  filver  is 
cankered  ;  and  the  ruft  of  them  {hall  be  a  witnefs  againff. 
you,  and  (hall  eat  your  flefh  as  it  were  fire  :  ye  have  heaped 
trea toe  together  for  the  laft  days.  Behold,  the  hire  of  the 
labourers,  who  have  reaped  down  your  fields,  which  is  of 
you  kept  back  by  fraud,  crieth:  and  the  cries  of  them  which 
have  reaped,  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  fabaoth. 
Yehayelived  in  pleafure  on  the  earth,  andbeen  wanton;  ye 
have  nourilhed  yourhearts,  as  in  a  day  ot  {laughter.  Ye  have 
condemned  and  killed  thejuft;  and  he  doth  not  refift  you. 
Be  patient  therefore,  brethren,  unto  tire  coming  of  the  Lord. 
Behold,  the  hufbandman  waiteth  for  the  precious  fruit  of 
the  earth,  and  hath  long  {.'alienee  for  it,  until  he  receive  the 
early  and  latter  rain.  Be  ye  alio  patient;  fbblifh  your 
hearts:  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.    Grudge 

not 
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not  one  againft  another,  bretliren,  left  ye  be  condemned: 
behold,  the  judge  ftandeth  before  the  door.  Take,  my 
brethren,  the  prophets,  who  have  fpoken  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  for  an  example  of  fuffering  affliction,  and  of  patience. 
Behold,  we  count  them  happy  which  endure,  ye  have  heard 
of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord, 
that  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender  mercy.  But  above 
all  things,  my  brethren,  fwear  not,  neither  by  heaven, 
neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any  other  oath  :  but  let 
your  yea  be  yea,  and  your  nay,  nay  ;  left  ye  fall  into  con- 
demnation. Is  any  among  you  afflirted?  let  him  pray.  Is 
any  merry?  let  him  ling  pfalms.  Is  any  Tick  among  you? 
let  him  call  for  the  elders  of  the  church  ;  and  let  them  pray 
over  him,  anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  prayer  of  faith  {hall  fave  the  fick,  and  the  Lord  fhall 
raife  him  up  ;  and  if  he  have  committed  fins  they  fhall  be  for- 
given him.  Confefs  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  prayt 
one  for  another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  effectual  fer- 
vent prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.  Elias  was  a 
man  lubjecl  to  like  paffions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed  earneft- 
ly  that  it  might  not  rain  :  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth  by 
the  fpace  of  three  years  and  fix  months.  And  he  prayed 
again,  and  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought 
forth  her  fruit.  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err  from  the. 
truth,  and  one  convert  him  ;  let  him  know,  that  he  which 
converteth  a  finnerfrom  the  error  of  his  way,  (hall  fave  a  foul 
from  death,  and  fhall  hide  a  multitude  of  fins, 


i  Epiflle  of  St.  Peter. 

PETER,  an  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  ftrangeis 
fcattered  throughout  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  Alia, 
and  Bithynia,  ele&  according  to  the  fore-knowledge  of  God 
the  Father,  through  fan&ification  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedi- 
ence, and  fprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  :  grace  unto 
you  and  peace  be  multiplied.  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which  according  to  his  abundant 
mercy  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  by  the  re- 
furreetion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance 
incorruptible  and  undenled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  re- 
ierved  in  heaven  for  yon,  who  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God 
through  faith  unto  falvation  ready  to  be  revealed  in  the  lafl 
-time.  Wherein  ye  greatly  rejoice,  though  now  for  a  feafon 
(il  need  be)  ye  are  in  heavinefs  through  manifold  tempta- 
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tions :  that  the  trial  of  your  faith  being  much  more  precious 
than  of  gold  that  perifheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire, 
might  be  found  unto  praife  and  honour  and  glory  at  the  ap- 
pearing of  Jefus  Chrift  :  whom  having  not  feen  ye  love;  in 
whom,  though  now  ye  fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  re- 
joice with  joy  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory:  receiving  the 
end  of  your  faith,  even  the  falvation  of  your  foul?.  Of 
which  falvation  the  prophets  have  enquired  and  fearched  di- 
ligently, who  prophefied  of  the  grace  that  fhould  come  unto 
you  :  iearching  what,  or  what  manner  of  time  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  which  was  in  them  did  fignify,  when  it  teftified  be- 
fore-hand the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  tnat  fhould 
follow.  Unto  whom  it  was  revealed,  that  not  unto  them- 
f'clves,  but  unto  us  they  did  minifter  the  things  which  are 
now  reported  unto  you  by  them  that  have  preached  the 
gofpel  unto  yon,  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down  from  hea- 
ven, which  things  the  angels  defire  to  look  into.  Where- 
fore gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  fober,  and  hope  to 
the  end  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you,  at  the 
revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  as  obedient  children,  not  fafhion- 
ing  yourfelves  according  to  the  former  lufts  in  your  ig- 
norance :  but  as  he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  fo  be  ye 
holy  in  all  manner  of  convcrfation  :  becaufe  it  is  written,  be 
ye  holy  ;  for  I  am  holy.  And  if  ye  call  on  the  Father,  who 
without  refpecl  of  per  Ions  judgeth  according  to  every  man's 
work,  pal's  the  time  of  your  lojourning  here  in  fear:  foraf- 
much  as  ye  know  that  ye  werenot  redeemed  with  corruptible 
things,  as  filver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  converfation,  re- 
ceived by  tradition  from  your  fathers :  but  with  the  precious 
blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifh  and  without 
fpot :  who  verily  was  fore-ordained  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  but  was  manifefted  in  thele  laft  times  for  you: 
who  by  him  do  believe  in  God  that  raifed  him  up  from  the 
dead,  and  gave  him  glory ;  that  your  faith  and  hope  might 
be  in  God.  Seeing  ye  have  purified  your  fouls  in  obeying 
the  truth  through  the  Spirit,  unto  unfeigned  lovt  of  the  bre- 
thren ;  fee  that  ye  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart  fer- 
vently: being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  iced,  but  of 
incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  andabideth 
for  ever.  For  all  ilclh  is  as  graft,  and  all  the  glory  of  man 
as  the  Mower  of  graf's.  The  grafs  withereth,  and  the  fl< 
thereof  falleth  a\\  >.v  :  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  endureth 

.     And  this  is  the  word  which  by  the 
unto  you. 
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Wherefore  laying  afide  all  malice  and  all  guile  and  hypocri- 
tes and  envies  and  all  evil-fpeakings,  as  new-born  babes  defire 
the  fincere  milk  of  the  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby  ;  if 
fo  be  ye  have  tailed  that  the  Lord  is  gracious.  To  whom 
coming,  as  unto  a  living  ftone,  difallowed  indeed  of  men, 
but  chofen  of  God,  and  precious,  ye  alfo,  as  lively  ftones, 
are  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,  an  holy  priefthood,  to  offer 
up  fpiritual  facrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift. 
Wherefore  alfo  it  is  contained  in  the  fcripture,  Behold,  I 
lay  in  Sion  a  chief  corner-ftone,  eleft,  precious  :  and  he  that 
believeth  on  him  (hall  not  be  confounded.  Unto  you  there- 
fore which  believe  he  is  precious :  but  unto  them  which  be 
dilbbedient,  the  (lone  which  the  builders  difallowed,  the 
fame  is  made  the  head  of  the  corner,  and  a  ftone  of  Humb- 
ling, and  a  rock  of  offence,  even  to  them  which  ftumble  at 
the  word,  being  difobedient:  whereunto  alfo  they  were  ap- 
pointed. But  ye  are  a  chofen  generation,  a  royal  prieft- 
hood, an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people;  that  ye  lliould 
fliew  forth  the  praifes  of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of 
darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light:  which  in  time  paft  were 
not  a  people,  but  are  now  the  people  of  God  :  which  had 
not  obtained  mercy,  but  now  have  obtained  mercy.  Dearly 
beloved,  I  befeech  you  as  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  abftairtt 
from  fleihly  lufts,  which  war  againft  the  foul ;  having  your 
converfation  honeft  among  the  Gentiles:  that  whereas  they 
fpeak  againft  you  as  evil-doers,  they  may  by  your  good 
works  which  they  (hall  behold,  glorify  God  in  the  day  of 
vifitation.  Submit  yourfelves  to  every  ordinance  of  man 
for  the  Lord's  Like:  whether  it  be  to  the  king,  as  fupreme: 
or  unto  governors,  as  unto  them  that  are  lent  by  him  for 
the  punilhment  of  evil-doers,  and  for  the  praife  of  them 
that  do  well.  For  fo  is  the  will  of  God,  that  with  well- 
doing ye  may  put  to  lilence  the  ignorance  of  foolilh  men  : 
as  free,  and  not  uiiug  your  liberty  for  a  cloke  of  maliciouf- 
nel's,  but  as  the  fervants  of  God.  Honour  all  men  :  love 
the  brotherhood  :  fear  God  :  ho'nour  the  king.  Servants, 
be  fubje<M  to  your  maflcrs  with  all  fear  ;  not  only  to  the 
good  and  gentle,  but  alfo  to  the  froward.  For  this  is  thank- 
worthy, if  a  man  for  confcience  toward  God  endure  rrief, 
fuffering  wrongfully.  For  what  glory  is  it,  if,  when  ye  be 
buffeted  for  your  faults,  ye  (hall  take  it  patiently?  but  if 
when  ye  do  well,  and  fuller  for  it,  ye  take  it  patiently,  this 
is  acceptable  with  God.  For  even  hereunto  were  ye  called  : 
becauk-  Chvift  alfo  furfered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example 
that  ye  ihould  follow  his  fteps:  who  did  no  fin,  neither  was 
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guile  found  in  his  moulh  :  who,  when  he  was  reviled,  re- 
viled not  again  ;  when  he  fullered,  he  threatened  not  ;  but 
committed  him  loll'  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly  :  who  his 
own  felt  bare  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree  :  that  we 
being  dead  to  fin  fhould  live  unto  righteoufhefs  :  by  whole 
ftripes  ye  were  healed.  For  ye  were  as  fheep  going  aflray : 
but  are  now  returned  unto  the  fhepherd  and  bilhop  of  your 
iouls. 

Likewife,  ye  wives,  be  in  fubje6lion  to  your  own  hufbands ; 
that  if  any  obey  not  the  word,  they  alio  may  without  the 
word  be  won  by  the  converfation  of  the  wives,  while  they 
behold  your  chafle  converfation  coupled  with  fear  :  whole 
adorning  let  it  not  be  that  outward  adorning,  of  plaiting  the 
hair,  and  of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  putting  on  ot  apparel :  but 
let  it  be  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart,  in  that  which  is  not 
corruptible,  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpixit, 
which  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  great  price.  For  after  this 
manner  in  the  old  time,  the  holy  women  alfo,  who  trufted 
in  God,  adorned  themfelves,  being  in  fubjeclion  unto  their 
own  hufbands  ;  even  as  Sarah  obeyed  Abraham,  calling  him 
lord  :  whole  daughters  ye  are,  as  long  as  ye  do  well,  and  are 
not  afraid  with  any  amazement.  Likewife,  ye  hufbands,  dwell 
with  them  according  to  knowledge,  giving  honour  unto  the 
wife  as  unto  the  weaker  veffel,  and  as  being  heirs  together  of 
the  grace  of  life;  that  your  prayers  be  not  hindered.  Fi- 
nally, be  ye  all  of  one  mind,  having  companion  one  of  an- 
other, love  as  brethren,  be  pitiful,  be  courteous;  not  ren- 
dering evil  r  v  evil,  or  railing  for  railing  :  but  contrariwife, 
bleflmg  ;  knowing  that  ye  are  thereunto  called,  that  ye  fhould 
inherit  a  bleffing.  For  he  that  will  love  life,  and  fee  good 
days,  let  him  refrain  his  tongue  from  evil,  and  his  lips  that 
they  fpeak  no  guile.  Let  him  efchew  evil,  and  do  good ;  let 
him  leek  peace,  and  enfue  it.  For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
are  over  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  are  open  nnto  their  prayers, 
but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  againft  them  that  do  evil.  And 
who  is  he  that  will  harm  you,  if  ye  be  followers  of  that  which 
is  good?  But  and  if  ye  fufter  for  righteoulhefs'  fake,  happy  are 
ye  :  and  be  not  afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be  troubled  ; 
but  fan6lify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts  :  and  be  ready  al- 
ways to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  alketh  you  a  reafon 
of  the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with  meeknefs  and  fear  :  having 
a  good  conlcience  ;  that  whereas  they  fpeak  evil  of  you,  as 
pf  evil  doers,  they  may  be  afhamed  that  falfly  accufe  your 
good  converlation  in  Cnrift.  For  it  is  better  if  the  will  of 
Go4  be  fo,  that  ye  fuffer  for  well-doing,  than  for  evil-doing. 
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For  Chrift  alfo  hath  once  fuffered  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the 
unjuft  (that  he  might  bring  us  to  God)  being  put  to  death  in 
the  flefh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit.  By  which  alio  he 
went  and  preached  unto  the  fpirits  in  prifon  ;  which  fome- 
time  were  difobeuient,  when  once  the  long  fuffering  of  God 
waited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing, 
wherein  few,  that  is,  eight  fouls,  were  favcd  by  water.  The 
like  figure  whereunto,  even  baptifm,  doth  alfo  now  fave  us, 
(not  the  putting  away  the  filth  of  the  flefh,  but  the  anfwer  of 
a  good  confcience  towards  God)  by  the  refurreclion  of  Jefua 
Chirft  who  is  gone  into  heaven,  and  is  on  the  right  hand  of 
God,  angels  and  authorities,  and  powers  being  made  fubj eft 
unto  him. 

Forafinuch  then  as  Chrift  hath  fuffered  for  us  in  the  flefh, 
arm  yourfelves  likewife  with  the  fame  mind:  for  he  thathath 
fujFered  in  the  flefh,  hath  ceafed  from  fin  ;  that  he  no  longer 
fhould  live  the  reft  of  his  time  in  the  flefh,  to  the  lufls  of 
men,  but  to  the  will  of  God.  For  the  time  paft  of  our  life 
may  fuffice  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the  Gentiles,  when 
we  walked  in  lafcivioufnefs,  lulls,  excefs  of  wine,  revellings, 
banqueting^,  and  abominable  idolatries  :  wherein  they  think 
it  flrange  that  ye  run  not  with  them  to  fame  excefs  of  riot, 
ipeaking  evil  of  you  :  who  fhall  give  an  account  to  him  that 
is  ready  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.  For,  for  this  caufe 
was  the  gofpel  preached  alfo  to  them  that  are  dead,  that  they 
might  be  judged  according  to  men  in  the  flefh,  but  live  ac- 
cording to  God  in  the  fpirit.  But  the  end  of  all  things  is 
at  hand:  be  ye  therefore fober,  and  watch  unto  prayer.  And 
above  all  things  have  fervent  charity  among  yourfelves  :  for 
charity  fhall  cover  the  multitude  of  fins.  Ufe  holpitality  one 
to  another  without  grudging.  As  every  man  hath  received 
the  gift,  even  fo  minifter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  "ood 
Rewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If  any  man  fpeak, 
let  him  fpeak  as  the  oracles  of  God  ;  if  any  man  minifter, 
let  him  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth  :  that  God 
in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through Jefus  Chrift  ;  to  whom 
be  praife  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Beloved, 
think  it  not  ftrange  concerning  the  fiery  trial,  which  is  to  try 
you,  as  though  fome  flrange  thing  happened  unto  you  : 
but  rejoice  inafmuch  as  ye  are  partakers  of  Chrift 's  fufferings  ; 
that  when  his  glory  (hail  be  revealed,  ye  may  be  glad  alfo 
with  exceeding  joy.  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of 
Chrift,  happy  are  ye;  for  the  fpirit  of  glory,  and  of 
God  refteth   upon  you:   on  their  part   he  is  evil   fpoken 
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of,  but  on  your  part  lie  is  glorified.  But  let  none  of  you 
1  lifter  as  a  murderer,  or  as  a  thief,  or  as  an  evil-doer,  or  as  a 
bufy-body  in  other  men's  matters.  Yet  if  any  man  fnfici  as 
a  Chriftian,  let  him  not  be  afhamed  ;  but  let  him  glorify 
God  on  this  behalf.  For  the  time  is  come  that  judgment 
muft:  begin  at  the  houfe  of  God  :  and  if  it  firft  begin  at  us, 
what  mall  the  end  be  of  them  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of 
God?  and  if  the  righteous  fcarcely  be  fayed,  where  fhall  the 
ungodly  and  (inner  appear .?  Wherefore  let  them  that  lufter 
according  to  the  will  of  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their 
fouls  to  him  in  well-doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  creator. 

The  elders  which  are  among  you  I  exhort,  who  am  alfo 
an  elder,  and  a  witnefs  of  the  luiferings  of  Chrift,  and  alfo 
a  partaker  of  the  glory  that  ihall  be  revealed  :  feed  the  flock 
of  God,  which  is  among  you,  taking  the  overfight  thereof, 
nnot  by  conftraint,  but  willingly  ;  not  for  filthy  lucre,  but 
of  a  ready  mind  ;  neither  as  being  Lords  over  God's  heritage, 
but  being  enfamples  to  the  flock.  And  when  the  chief 
fhepherd  lhall  appear,  ye  fhall  receive  a  crown  of  glory  that 
fadeth  not  away.  Likewife,  ye  younger,  fubmit  yourfelves 
unto  the  elder :  yea,  all  of  you  be  fubject  one  to  another,  and 
be  clothed  with  humility  :  for  God  relifteth  the  proud,  and 
giveth  grace  to  the  humble.  Humble  yourfelves  therefore 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that  he  may  exalt  you  in 
due  time  :  carting  all  your  care  upon  him,  for  he  careth  for 
you.  Be  fober,  be  vigilant  ;  becaufe  your  adverfary  the 
devil,  as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about,  feeking  whom  he 
may  devour.  Whom  refift  ftedfaft  in  the  faith,  knowing 
that  the  fame  afflictions  are  accomplifhed  in  your  brethren 
that  are  in  the  world.  But  the  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath 
called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by  Chrift  Jefus,  after  that  ye 
have  fuliered  a  while,  make  you  perfect,  flablifh,  ftrengthen, 
fettle  you.  To  him  he  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  ami 
ever.  Amen.  By  Silvanus,  a  faithful  brother  unto  you  (as  I 
fuppofe)  I  have  written  briefly,  exhorting  and  testifying, 
that  this  is  the  true  grace  of  God  wherein  ye  Hand.  The 
church  that  is  at  Babylon,  elected  together  with  you,  fa- 
Juteth  you,  and  lo  doth  Marcus  my  Ion.  Greet  ye  one 
another  with  a  kit's  of  charity.  Peace  be  with  you  all  that 
are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Amen. 
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i  Epijllc  of  St.  John. 

THAT  winch  was  from  the  beginning,  which  we  have 
heard,  which  we  have  feen  with  our  eyes,  which  we  have 
looked  upon,  and  our  hands  have  handled  of  the  word  of 
life;  for  the  life  was  manifefted,  and  we  have  feen  it,  and 
hear  witnefs,  and  fhew  unto  you  that  eternal  life  which  was 
with  the  Father  :  and  was  manifxfted  unto  us  ;  that  which 
we  have  feen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you,  that  ye  alio 
may  have  fellowfhip  with  us  :  and  truly  our  fellowihip  is 
with  the  F.ither,-and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  And  thefe 
things  write  we  unto  you,  that  our  joy  may  be  full.  This 
then  is  the  meffage  which  we  have  heard  of  him,  and  declare 
unto  you,  that  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at 
all.  If  we  fay  that  we  have  fellowfhip  with  him,  and  walk 
in  darknefs,  we  lie,  and  do  not  the  truth  :  but  if  we  walk  in 
the  light,  as  he  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowfhip  one  with 
another,  and  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  his  Son  cleanfeth  us 
from  all  fin.  If  we  fay  that  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  our- 
felves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us;  if  we  confefs  our  fins, 
he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe 
us  from  all  unrighteoufnefs.  If  we  fay  that  we  have  not 
linned,  we  make  him  a  liar,  and  his  word  is  not  in  us. 

My  little  children,  thefe  things  write  I  unto  you,  that  ye 
fin  not.  And  if  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  advocate  with 
the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous :  and  he  is  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  11  ns  :  and  not  for  our's  only,  but  alfo  for 
the  fins  of  the  whole  world.  And  hereby  we  do  know  that 
we  know  him,  if  we  keep  his  commandments.  He  that 
faith,  I  know  him,  and  keepeth  not  his  commandments,  is 
a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him.  But  whofo  keepeth  his 
word,  in  him  verily  is  the  love  of  God  perfected  :  hereby 
know  we  that  we  are  in  him.  He  that  faith,  he  abideth  in 
him,  ought  himfelf  alfo  fo  to  walk,  even  as  he  walked.  Bre- 
thren, 1  write  no  new  commandment  unto  you,  but  an 
old  commandment  which  ye  had  from  the  beginning. 
The  old  commandment  is  the  word  which  ye  have  heard 
from  the  beginning.  Again,  a  new  commandment  I  write 
unto  you,  which  thing  is  true  in  him  and  in  you  :  becaufe 
the  darknefs  is  paft,  and  the  true  light  now  fhineth.  He 
that  faith  he  is  in  the  light,  and  hateth  his  brother,  is  in 
darknefs  even  until  now.  He  that  loveth  his  brother 
abideth  in  the  light,  and  there  is  none  occafion  of  Humb- 
ling in  him.  But  he  that  hateth  his  brother  is  in  darknefs, 
and  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  knoweth  not  whither  he 
goeth,  becaufe  that  darknefs  hath  blinded  his  eyes.     I  write 
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unto  you,  little   children,  becaufe   your  fins  are  forgiven 
you  for  his  name's  fake.     I  write  unto  you,  fathers,  becaufe 
ye  have  known  him  that  is  from  the  beginning.     I  write 
unto  you,  young  men,  becaufe  ye  have  overcome  the  wicked 
one.     I  write  unto  you,   little  children,    becaufe  ye  have 
known   the  Father.     I   have   written   unto    you,   fathers 
becaufe  ye  have  known  him  that  is  from  the  beginning. 
I  have  written  unto  you,  young  men,  becaufe  ye  are  ftrong, 
and  the  word  of  God  abidelh  in  you,  and  ye  have  overcome 
the  wicked  one.     Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things 
that  are  in  the  world.     If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love 
of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.     For  all  that  is  in  the  world, 
the  luft  of  the  fletti,  and  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride 
of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world.     And  the 
world  pafleth  away,  and  the  luft  thereof:  but  he  that  doeth 
the  will  of  Godabideth  for  ever.     Little  children,  it  is  the 
laft  time:   and  as  ye  have  heard  that  antichrift  fhall  come, 
even   now  are  there  many  antichrifts:   whereby  we  know 
that  it  is  the  laft  time.     They  went  out  from  us,  but  they 
were  not  of  us ;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no 
doubt  have  continued  with  us:  but   they  went  out   that 
they  might  be  made  manifeft  that  they  were  not  all  of  us. 
But  ye  have  an  un6lion  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know 
all  things.     I  have  not  written  unto  you  becaufe  ye  know 
not  the  truth,  but  becaufe  ye  know  it,  and  that  no  lie  is  of 
the  truth.     Who  is  a  liar  but  he  that  denieth  that  Jefus  is 
the  Chrift  ?  He  is  antichrift  that  denieth  the  Father  and  the 
Son.     Whomever  denieth  the  Son,  the  fame  hath  not  the 
Father:  but,  he  thatacknowledgeth  the  Son  hath  the  Father 
alfo.     Let  that  therefore  abide  in  you,  which  ye  have  heard 
from  the  beginning.     If  that  which  ye  have  heard  from  the 
beginning  (hall  remain  in  you,  ye  alfo  fhall  continue  in 
the  Son  and  in  the  Father.     And  this  is  the  promife  that 
he  hath  promifed  us,  even  eternal  life.     Thefe  things  have 
I  written  unto  you  concerning  them  that  feduce  you.     But 
the    anointing    which   ye  have    received   of  him  abideth 
in  you,  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you  :  but,  as 
the  fame  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth, 
and  is  no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  fhall  abide 
in  him.     And  now,   little  children,  abide   in    him;  that 
when  he  fliall  appear,  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be 
alhamed  before  him  at   his  coming,     If  ye  know  that  he  is 
righteous,  ye   know  that  every  one  that  doeth   righteouf- 
nefs  is  born  of  him. 
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Behold,  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  beftowecl 
upon  us,  that  we  fhould  be  called  the  fons  of  God  :  there- 
fore the  world  knowcth  us  not,  becaufe  it  knew  him  not. 
Jkloved,  now  are  we  the  fons  of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet 
appear  what  we  lhall  be:  but  we  know  that,  when  he  (hall 
appear,  we  {hall  he  like  him  ;  for  we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is. 
And  every  man  that  hath  this  hope  in  him  purifieth  hirn- 
felf,  even  as  he  is  pure.  Whofoever  committeth  fin  tranf- 
grefifeth  alfo  the  law  :  for  fin  is  the  tranfgreflion  of  the  law. 
And  ye  know  that  he  was  manifefted  to  take  away  our  fins  ; 
and  in  him  is  no  fin.  Whofoever  abideth  in  him  finneth 
not:  whofoever  finneth  hath  not  feen  him,  neither  known 
him.  Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive  you:  he  that 
doeth  righteoulhefs  is  righteous,  even  as  he  is  righteous. 
He  that  committeth  fin  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the  devil  finneth 
from  the  beginning.  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was 
manifefted,  that  he  might  cleftvoy  the  works  of  the  devil. 
Whofoever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  fin  ;  for  his 
feed  remaineth  in  him:  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is 
born  of  God.  In  this  the  children  of  God  are  manifeft, 
and  the  children  of  the  devil:  whofoever  doeth  not  righ- 
teoulhefs is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth  not  his 
brother.  For  this  is  the  meffage  that  ye  heard  from  the 
beginning,  that  we  ftiould  love  one  another.  Not  as  Cain, 
who  was  of  that  wicked  one,  and  flew  his  brother.  And 
wherefore  flew  he  him?  becaufe  his  own  works  were  evil, 
and  his  brother's  righteous.  Marvel  not  my  brethren,  if 
the  world  hate  you.  We  know  that  we  have  palled  from 
death  unto  life,  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren.  He  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  death.  Whofoever  hateth 
his  brother  is  a  murderer :  and  ye  know  that  no  murderer 
hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him.  Hereby  perceive  we  the 
love  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  lor  us :  and  we 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren.  But  whofo 
hath  this  world's  good,  and  feeth  his  brother  have  need, 
and  Ihutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compaflion  from  him,  how 
dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him  r  My  little  children,  let 
us  not  love  in  word,  neither  in  tongue;  but  in  deed  and 
in  truth.  Ahd  hereby  we  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth, 
and  (hall  allure  our  hearts  before  him.  For  if  our  heart 
condemn  us,  God  is  greater  than  our  heart,  and  kneweth 
all  things.  Beloved,  if  our  heart  condemn  us  not,  then 
have  we  confidence  toward  God.  And  whatfoever  we  afk, 
we  receive  of  him,  becaufe  we  keep  his  commandments,  and 
do  thole  things  that  are  pleafmg  in  his  fight,     And  this 
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is  his  commandment,  That  we  fhould  believe  on  the  name 
of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrifl,  and  love  one  another,  as  lie  : 
us  commandment.  And  he  that  keepcth  his  commu.d- 
ments  dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  him.  And  hereby  we 
know  that  he  abidethlnirs,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hatbgiven  us. 
Beloved,  believe  not  every  lpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits 
whether  they  are  of  God  :  becaufe  many  falfe  prophets  are 
gone  out  into  the  world.  Hereby  know  ye  the  lpirit  of 
God  :  every  lpirit  that  confelfeth  that  Jefus  Chrifl:  is  come 
in  the  flefh,  is  of  God.  And  every  lpirit  that  confeffeth  not 
that  Jefus  Chrifl:  is  come  in  the  fiefh,  is  not  of  God:  and 
this  is  that  lpirit  of  antichrift,  whereof  you  have  heard  that  it 
fhouid  come,  and  even  now  already  is  it  in  the  world.  Ye 
are  of  God,  little  children,  and  have  overcome  them  :  be- 
caufe greater  is  he  that  is  in  you,  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world.  They  are  of  the  world  :  therefore  fpeak  they  of  the 
world,  and  the  world  heareth  them.  We  are  of  God  :  he 
that  knoweth  God,  heareth  us  ;  he  that  is  not  of  God, 
heareth  not  us.  Hereby  know  we  the  lpirit  of  truth,  and 
the  lpirit  of  error.  Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another  :  foi 
love  is  of  God  ;  and  every  one  that  loveth,  is  born  ol  God, 
and  knoweth  God.  He  that  loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God  ; 
for  God  is  love.  In  this  was  manifefted  the  love  of  God  to- 
ward us,  becaufe  that  God  lent  his  only-begotten  Son 
into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  him.  Herein  is 
love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  bet  that  he  loved  us,  and  l<  nt 
liisSon  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  lins.  Beloved,  if  God 
i'o  loved  us,  we  ought  alio  to  love  one  another.  No  man 
hath  feen  God  at  any  time.  If  we  love  one  another,  God 
dwelleth  in  us,  and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us.  Hereby 
know  we  that  we  dwell  in  hiin,  and  he  in  us,  becaufe  lie  hit  I 
given  us  of  his  fpirit.  And  we  have  i'een  and  do  teflify,  that 
the  Father  lent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Who- 
fpj  ver  Hi  ill  confefs  that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwel- 
leth in  him,  and  he  in  God.  And  we  have  known  and 
believed  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us.  God  is  love  ;  and  he 
that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him. 
Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have  bold  n  els 
in  the  day  of  judgment  :  becaufe  as  he  is,  io  are  we  in  this 
world.  There  is  no  fear  in  love  ;  but  perfect  love  cafteth 
out  Hear :  becaufe  fear  hath  tormentl  he  that  feareth,  is  not 
made  perfect  in  love.  We  love  him,  becaufe  he  mil  loved 
US.  li  a  man  lay,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is 
a  liar:  for  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath 
feen,  how  can  he  love  God  whom  he  hath  not  feen?  And 
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this  commandment  have  we  from  him,  That  he  who  loveth 
God,  Jove  his  brother  alfo. 

Whofoever  believeth  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,   is  bom  of 
God:  and  every  one  that  loveth  him  that  begat,   loveth  him 
alfo  that  is  begotten  of  him.    By  this  we  know  that  we  love 
the  children  of  God,  when  we  love  God,  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments.    For  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  keep  his 
commandments :  and  his  commandments  are  not  grievous. 
For  whatfoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world  :  and 
this  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith. 
Who   is   he  that  overcometh  the  world,    but  he  that  be- 
lieveth that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God  «   This  is  he  that  came 
by  water  and  blood,  even  Jefus  Chrift ;  not  by  water  only, 
but  by  water  and  blood  :   and  it   is  the  Spirit  that  beareth 
witnefs,  becauie  the  Spirit  is  truth.     For  there  are  three  that 
i  oar  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft  :    and  thefe  three  are  one.     And  there  are  three  that 
bear  witnefs  in  earth,   the  fpirit,    and  the   water,    and    the 
blood  :    and  thefe  three   agree  in  one.     If  we  receive  the 
witnefs  of  men,  the   witnels  of  God  is  greater  :   for  this  is 
the  witnefs  of  God,  which  he  hath  teftiried  of  his  Son.     He 
[  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God   hath  the  witnefs  in  hinv 
ielf :   he  that  believeth  not  God.    hath  made  him  a  liar,  be- 
caufe  he  believeth  not  the  record  that  God  gave  of  Ins  Son. 
And  this  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us,  eternal  life  : 
and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.     He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life  ; 
and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God,  hath  not  life.     T 
things  have  1  written  unto  you  that  believe  on  the  name  ot 
the  Son  of  God  ;  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life, 
and  that  ye  may  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God. 
And  this  is  the  confidence*  that  we  have  in  him,  that  if  we  alk 
any  thin  ro  bis  will,  he  heareth  us.     And    if  we 

know  that  lie  hear  •.  -,  whatfoever  we  atk,  we  know  that  we 
have  the  petition  .  •  delired  of  him.     If  any  man   fee 

his  brother  fin  a  fn  which  is  not  unto  death,  he  fhall  a(k, 
and  he  hull  give  h  .  life  lor  them  that  fin  not  unto  death. 
There  is  a  fin  un1  :  1  i!>'  not  lav  that  he  (hall  pray  for 

it.     All  unrighk  3      ;i :    and  there  is  a  fin  not  unto 

death*     We  know  1  kfoever  is  born  of  God,  linneth 

not  ;  but  he  that  is  beg  >tten  of  God,  keepeth  himfelf,  and 
that  wicked  one  toucheth  him  not.  And  we  know  that  we 
are  oi  God,  and  the  whole  world  lieth  in  wickednefs.  And 
ire  know  that  the  Son  ot  God  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an 
underdanding  that  v.  now  him  that   is  true:   and  we 

are  in  him  that  is  tine,  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  This 
is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life.  Little  children-,  keep 
vourfelves  from  idols,  Amen  PART 
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PART      II. 

Eplftolary  Difcourfes  from  the  ancient  Heathens. 


Xenophon  to  Crho. 

OUR  wife  matter  Socrates  was  wont  to  fay,  that  thofe 
parents  who  took  more  care  to  enrich  their  children,  than 
educate  them  virtuoufly,  did  like  grooms  that  fed  their 
horfes  high,  and  neglected  to  train  them  to  the  manage. 
Hereby  though  thefe  beafts  were  in  better  cale,  yet  were 
they  neverthelefs  worfe  for  fervice  ;  whereas  the  excellency 
of  that  creature  confitts  not  in  his  fatnefs,  but  his  fervice- 
ablenefs  in  war.  No  lefs  mittaken  are  all  fathers  that  pur- 
chafe  great  eftates  for  their  fons,  and  then  omit  to  beftow 
the  fame  care  on  their  perfons,  by  which  means  their  pof- 
feflions  will  be  more  valued  than  themfelves  ;  whereas,  on 
the  contrary,  a  man  ought  always  to  be  more  etteemed  than 
his  land.  Whofoever  therefore  breeds  his  children  well, 
gives  them  much,  though  he  leaves  them  little.  The  con- 
dition of  the  mind  is  alone  to  be  refpe&ed.  Good  men 
require  only  what  is  fufficient :  bad  ever  thirft  after  excefs. 
Supply  your  child's  neceflities,  and  being  well  educated  he 
will  defpife  fuperfiuous  plenty.     Farewel. 

Savages'  Letters  of  the  Ancicvts, 


Pontius  Pilate  to  the  emperor  Tiberius, 

1  am  witnefs  of  the  Jews  entailing  mifery  orr  themfelves, 

snd  their  pofterity,  prompted  by  a  pernicious  envy,  to  an 
unjuft  and  cruel  fentence.  The  expre/s  declaration  of  the 
oracles  eihbliflied  among  them,  by  the  venerable  authority 
of  their  anceftors,  promiled  the  coming  of  their  God  by 
the  medium  of  a  young  virgin,  to  be  their  rightful  prince  ; 
and  thefe  oracles  had  their  event  in  the  time  of  my  govern- 
ment of  Judea  ;  for  there  is  fcarce  a  man  of  thefe  parts  but 
is  witnefs  of  his  giving  fight  to  the  blind,  deanfing  the 
leprous,  and  curing  the  lame;  he  in  the  eyes  of  all  men 
drove  out  devils,  and  delivered  thofe  that  were  poffefTed 
with  unclean  fpirits;  from  the  graves  he  revived  the  dead  , 

..the 
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the  tempeftuous  winds  obeyed  him,  and  the  waves  like  firm 
land  fupported  him.  Thefe  and  a  vaft  number  of  other 
miracles  got  him  the  title  of  the  Son  of  God.  But  the  envy 
and  hatred  of  the  chief  priefts,  prompted  them  to  an  open 
oppofition  of  him,  which  ended  lately  in  feizing  him,  and 
bringing  him  as  a  criminal  before  me,  laden  with  the  odious 
names  of  a  magician,  deferter,  oppugner  of,  and  apoflate 
to,  the  laws  of  their  country.  Deceived  by  their  Ipecious 
pretences,  and  believing  their  eager  complaints,  I  cauled 
him,  purfuant  to  the  Roman  laws,  to  be  fcourged,  and 
afterwards  delivered  him  into  their  hands,  to  be  proceeded 
againft  according  to  their  own  cufloms  and  laws :  in  pur- 
fuit  of  thefe  they  condemned  and  hung  him  upon  a  crofs ; 
and  when  his  friends  were  permitted  to  bury  his  body,  they 
fet  a  guard  of  foldieis  over  him,  of  which  number  were 
ieveral  of  my  troops,  who  beheld  him  arife  the  third  day  from 
the  dead.  But  in  nothing  did  the  villany  of  the  Jews  more 
appear,  than  extending  their  malice  beyond  the  grave,  by 
bribing  with  large  rewards  the- foldiers  to  fay,  that  his  dit- 
ciples  came  bynight  and  ftole  him  away.  The  foldiers  took 
the  money,  however  they  every  where  declare,  that  they 
faw  both  the  virion  of  angels,  and  Jefus  rife  from  the  dead, 
Thefe  things  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  majefty 
with,  left  any  one  through  the  falfe  and  infmuating  arts  of 
the  Jews,  fhould  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  you,  in  fo  imr 
portant  a  matter  of  fact.  Savages'  Letters  of  the  Anqents. 


Lentulus,  governor  of  jferufalem,  to  the  fcnate  and  people  of  Rome. 

THERE  has  lately  appeared  in  thefe  parts,  a  man  of 
lingular  virtue,  who  is  yet  alive,  named  Jefus  Chrift,  whom 
the  Gentiles  call  the  prophet  of  truth,  and  his  followers 
the  Son  of  God.  He  cures  all  diftempers,  and  redeems  the 
dead  themlelves.  As  to  his  perfon  he  is  tall  and  comelv, 
and  of  a  venerable  afpeft,.  which  gives  both  love  and  awe ; 
his  hair  bright,  curling,  and  flow  in  g  down  his  (boulders, 
parted  in  the  middle  of  the  head  after  the  Nazal ite  mode. 
His  countenance  plain  and  moll  open,  his  face  without  fpot 
or  wrinkle,  and  adorned  with  a  modeft  blufh  ;  his  nofe 
and  mouth  of  a  graceful  turn,  a  beard  forked,  large, 
though  not  long,  and  red,  as  his  hair  ;  his  eyes  bright  and 
voluble;  when  he  reprehends,  terrible;  when  he  admo- 
nifhes,  amiable,  and  pleaiant,  as  is  'confident  with  gravity. 
He  has  never  been  feeji  to  laugh,  but  often  to  weep.     His 

Jilcourle 
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difcourfe  is  modeft  and  grave,  without  loquacity;  his  limbs 
juftly  proportioned,  and  to  the  eye  agreeable,  and  beautiful 
among  the  Ions  of  men.  Savages*  Letters  oj  the  Ancients* 


Socrates  to  king  Octets. 

YOU  profer  me  part  of  your  kingdom,  and  invite  me  to 
it,  but  that  not  fo  much  to  (hare  with  you  in  the  govern- 
ment, as  to  govern  both  your  fubjefts,  and  yourfelf.  F 
my  part,  lord  Ochus,  I  have  never  yet  known  hovv<o  com- 
mand, and  would  no  more  undertake  fuch  a  tafk,  than  pre- 
tend to  play  at  dice  without  ever  being  taught.  If  others 
were  of  the  fame  mind,  we  fhould  doubtlefs  have  fewer 
troubles  than  we  have  ;  whereas  now  the  confidence  of  thofe 
that  are  ignorant  exceeds  the  ability  of  fuch  as  are  fkilful. 
Hence  it  comes,  that  fortune  is  made  yet  greater  than  (he 
really  is  by  thefe  men,  whofe  folly  encreafes  her  power. 
Befides,  I  know  well  that  more  honour  and  efteem  is  due  to 
a  king,  than  a  private  perfon  ;  and  as  I  had  rather  go  a  foot, 
than  ride  without  fkill  to  manage  my  horfe,  fo  (hall  I  never 
take  care  to  gild  my  days,  with  glorious  afflictions.   Fareuel. 

Savages'  Letters  of  the  Ancients. 


Ifocrates  to  Dcmonicus. 

WE  are  all  fenfible  the  opinions  of  good  and  bad  men, 
differ  much,  and  in  many  things,  efpecially  in  matters  of 
iriendfhip  and  converfation.  The  latter  will  only  value  you 
when  prefent ;  whereas  the  former  always  fhew  the  fame  re- 
iptvt  for  their  friends,  though  they  be  never  fo  remote  from 
them.  Likewife  the  friendlhip  of  thofe  lafts  to  perpetuity, 
whilft  that  of  the  others  vanifhes  as  foon  as  profelfed.  Judg- 
ing therefore  it  would  be  move  proper  for  fuch  as  thirft  after 
wildom  and  glory  to  hearken  to  the  virtuous  than  vicious,  I 
have  determined  to  fend  you  this  letter,  as  well  to  confirm 
the  friendlhip  betwixt  us,  as  to  revive  the  memory  of  that 
long  familiarity,  which  was  between  your  father  and  me,  lince 
it  is  but  reafonable  a  Ion  fhould  fucceed  to  his  lather's  friends, 
as  well  as  to  his  ellatc.  Thofe  that  inflrurt  youth  how  they 
fhould  fpeak,  certainly  do  well,  but  thofe  that  teach  them 
how  to  live,  undoubtedly  do  better  :  for  the  former  only 
direct  the  tongue,  whereas  the  latter  reform  the  niiin!. 
forth*  tiili,  I  (hall  at  prefent  omit  giving  you  rules  for  dif- 

V  courlc,  and  confine  myfelf,  wholly  to  iultructing  you  how 

\ 


Book  X.         SACRED     LITERATURE.  495 

you  ought  to  live,  (hewing  what  you  are  to  avoid,  what  to 
leek,  and  with  whom  you  are  to  converfe.  Virtue  is  cer- 
tainly the  mod  noble  and  fecure  poffeffion  a  man  can  have. 
Beauty  is  worn  out  by  time,  or  impaired  by  iicknefs.  Riches 
lead  youth  rather  to  deflruetion,  than  welfare,  and  without 
prudence  are  foon  lavifhed  away.  While  virtue  alone,  the 
only  good  that  is  durable,  always  remains  with  the  perfon 
that  has  once  entertained  her.  She  is  preferable  both  to 
wealth  and  a  noble  extraction,  (loth  being  ever  efteemed 
blameable,  and  labour  honourable,  and  prai lie-worthy.  Why 
elfe  was  Hercules  fo  much  commended,  or  Thefeus  lb  highly 
valued  by  his  pofterity?  But  confidering  the  good  life  of  the 
h  on  eft  man  your  lather,  you  need  go  no  farther  than  your 
own  family,  for  an  example  to  fquare  your  a6tions  by.  His 
llngle  pattern  will  difplay  more  conduct  than  all  the  doctrine 
I  can  preach  to  you.  Whilft  he  lived,  he  paid  the  greatefl 
deference  to  virtue,  nor  ever  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  overcome 
by  eale  and  idlenefs.  He  rather  continually  devoted  his 
life  to  labour  and  exercife,  whereby  his  body  grew  more  ro- 
buft,  and  mind  more  enlivened.  He  never  fought  alter 
more  riches,  than  were  neceffary  for  his  ordinary  i'upport, 
and  ufed  thofe  he  had  with  fuch  moderation  as  if  he  had  only 
regard  to  immortality.  He  was  not  a  mechanic  in  his  way 
of  living,  though  in  his  profeflion  ;  but  lived  like  a  gentle- 
man, always  endeavouring  to  be  as  ferviceable  to  his  friends 
as  he  could,  ever  letting  a  greater  value  upon  virtuous  per- 
fons,  than  his  parents.  But  I  fhould  never  have  done, 
fhould  I  proceed  to  relate  all  the  commendable  cuftoms  of 
that  great  man.  I  lhall  therefore  referve  what  is  farther  to 
be  (aid  for  another  occafion,  where  it  may  be  proper  to  fpeak 
of  him.  My  prefent  purpofe  was  only  to  let  you  know,  by 
the  by,  what  a  good  man  you  had  to  your  father.  By  his 
life  you  ought  to  regulate  your  own,  taking  a  pattern  of 
your  proceedings  from  his  practice,  which  you  are  no  lefs 
acquainted  with  than  I  can  be.  Neverthelefs  to  acquit  my- 
felf  of  the  duty  of  a  friend,  1  have  determined  to  prelent  you 
with  the  following  inlhueiions. 

1.  Shew  yourfelf  at  all  times  religious  towards  the  Gods; 
and  that  not  onlj  by  oblations  and  facrifices;  but  alfo  with 
Vows  and  prayers,  that  you  maybe  laid  both  to  employ  your 
wealth  well,  and  to  fatisfy  the  world  of  your  faith, 

2.  Always  hone.  ods,  that  you  may  not  only  be 
efteemeddevo    .  i<  ntto  the  lav 

3.  !  parents,  as   you  wo 
your  children  do  to  you/  1  /    ive  any. 

4.  Exercife 
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4.  Exercife  your  body  frequently,  that  you  may  thereby 
become  robuft  and  healthy. 

5.  Be  not  immoderate  in  mirth,  nor  over-forward  in  talk- 
ing, the  one  proceeding  from  folly,  and  the  other  from  pre- 
fumption. 

6.  What  is  improper  to  be  done,  do  you  efleem  improper 
to  be  fa  id. 

7.  Do  not  put  on  a  melancholy  air,  for  fear  men  take  it 
for  a  token  of  ignorance. 

8.  Do  not  think  to  conceal  an  ill  aft,  for  though  no  body 
fhould  come  to  know  it  otherwiie,  yet  will  your  confeience 
difcover  it  in  your  face. 

9.  Fear  the  Gods,  honour  your  parents,  refpeel  your 
friends,  and  obey  the  laws. 

10.  Partake  only  of  virtuous  recreations,  for,  as  thefe  di- 
vert, the  contrary  hurt. 

11.  Avoid  giving  occafion  for  calumny,  if  poffible, 
though  never  fo  improbable,  becaufe  the  majority  of  men, 
not  knowing  the  truth,  are  apt  to  be  governed  by  opinion. 

12.  Do  every  thing  as  if  every  body  faw  you,  for  though 
you  have  a  mind  to  conceal  any  thing,  yet  will  it  at  length 
come  to  be  known. 

13.  You  will  always  be  valued,  if  you  do  nothing  that  you 
fhould  blame  in  others. 

14.  It  is  as  difcommendable  a  thing  to  refufe  inftruftion, 
as  a  prefent  from  a  friend. 

15.  Employ  your  time  in  improving  yourfelf  by  other 
men's  documents  ;  fo  fhall  you  come  ealily  by  what  others 
have  laboured  hard  for. 

16.  Prefer  knowledge  to  wealth,  for  the  one  is  tranfitory, 
and  the  other  perpetual. 

17.  Do  not  grudge  travelling  into  diftant  countries  for 
knowledge  ;  when  the  merchant  does  the  like  after  gain. 

18.  Be  affable  in  your  addrefs,  and  inoffenhve  in  your  be- 
haviour. 

19.  Be  courteous  to  every  one,  but  converfe  chiefly  with 
good  men  ;  fo  fhall  you  fruftrate  the  calumnies  of  the  bad, 
and  acquire  the  favour  of  the  good. 

20.  Do  not  always  keep  company  with  the  fame  pcrfons, 
nor  difcourfe  ftill  on  the  iame  fubjeft,  for  the  bell  things  at 
length  grow  tedious. 

21.  Accufloin  yourfelf  to  bear  with  misfortunes,  that  you 
may  be  able  to  do  fowl  \i  n  you  are  obliged  to  it. 

22.  Be  nunc  careful  of  keepingyour  word  than  your  money, 
it  being  not  a  little  commendable  for  a  man  to  behave  himlelt 

f« 
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fo  that  he  may  be  trufted  as  much  on  account  of  his  hoiiefty, 
as  his  bond. 

23.  Tell  your  fecret  to  nobody,  unlefs  where  it  is  as  be- 
neficial to  him  that  hears  it,  as  to  you  that  difcover  ir. 

24.  Never  engage  in  friendlhip  with  any  one,  till  you 
know  how  he  has  dealt  by  his  other  friends. 

25.  Do  not  be  over-hafty  in  declaring  yourfelf  a  friend, 
hut  when  you  have  once  done  fo,  perfevete  in  your  friend- 
Chip,  for  it  is  equally  as  unreputable  to  change  ones  friends 
often,  as  to  have  none  at  all. 

26.  To  make  trial  of  your  friends,  communicate  to  them 
what  you  would  have  divulged,  for  if  they  reveal  it,  no  da- 
mage will  accrue  to  you,  and  if  they  conceal  it,  you  have  the 
latisfaction  you  delired. 

27.  Always  prevent  your  friends  neceffities,  by  fupplying 
them  before  they  (hall  afk. 

28.  Efteem  it  no  lefs  a  misfortune  to  be  out-done' by  your 
friends  benefits,  than  your  enemies  injuries. 

29.  Admit  into  your  friendfhip  not  only  thofe  that  lament 
your  adverfity,  but  likewife  thofe  that  envy  your  profperity, 
becaufe  the  former  man)-  times  turn  to  the  Litter. 

30.  Talk  often  on  your  abfent  friends  in  company  of  thofe 
that  are  prefent  ;  to  the  end  they  may  think  they  fhall  be 
well  fpoken  of  upon  the  fame  occafion. 

31.  Not  only  endeavour  to  get  riches,  but  to  enjoy  them 
when  you  have  done,  for  in  the  former  cafe,  you  will  have 
the  pleafure  of  heaping  them  up,  and  in  the  Ltter  of  uiing 
them. 

32.  Never  torment  yourfelf  with  repining  at  your  condi- 
tion, be  it  what  it  will ;  but  rather  do  all  you  can  to 
better  it. 

33.  Never  reproach  any  man's  misfortune,  becaufe  fortune 
is  common  to  us  all,  and  nobody  knows  what  he  may  come 
to. 

34.  Always  relieve  good  men  ;  but  he  that  is  charitable  to 
the  bad.  favours  upon  dogs,  that  will  bark  even  at 
their  benefactors. 

35.  Be  not  grave  in  flight  matters,  nor  flight  in  grave,  be- 
caufeall  that  is  out  offeafon  is  impertinent. 

36.  Be  careful  how  you  behave  yourfelf  in  drink,  and  al- 
ways rile  before  you  are  fuddled  ,  for  when  the  mind  is  once 
over-charged  with  wine,  it  is  like  a  horle  that  overthrows  its 
rider. 

37.  When  you  have  a  mind  to  gain  any  man's  friendfhip, 
fpeak  well  of  him,  to  the  end  it  may  come  to  his  hearing. 

Vol.  III.  1  i  38.  The 
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38.  The  beginning  of  friendfhip  is  praife,  and  of  enmity 
det  raft  ion. 

39.  When  you  are  about  to  do  any  thing,  have  regard  to  what 
is  paft,  which  will  give  you  a  great  light  into  what  is  to  come. 

40.  Be  not  over-hafty  in  your  deliberation,  but  when  you 
have  once  determined  a  thing,  be  lure  to  perfevere  in  it. 

41.  Happinefs  is  the  greateft  blefling  that  can  come  from 
heaven,  and  goodcounfel  that  which  comes  from  ourfelves. 

42.  When  you  have  not  courage  to  begin  an  attempt, 
confer  firft  with  your  friend  in  the  third  perion,  fo  (hall  you 
have  his  opinion,  without  difcovering  yourfelf. 

43.  When  you  are  determined  toadvifewith  any  one,  about 
doing  any  thing,  confider  firft  how  he  has  behaved  himfelf  in 
his  own  affairs,  for  it  is  unlikely  he  will  be  able  to  counfel 
you  well,  when  he  could  not  do  fo  to  himfelf. 

44.  Nothing  can  fpur  a  man  on  more  to  take  care  of  him- 
felf, than  the  confederation  of  loffes  he  has  fuuained  by  his 
indifcretion  ;  for  we  (hould  not  be  fo  defnous  of  health, 
were  it  not  for  the  incommodities  of  ficknefs. 

45.  Always  conform  to  the  manners  of  your  prince, 
whereby  you  will  fecure  his  favour,  and  confequently  have 
greater  authority  with  the  people. 

46.  When  you  (hall  be  promoted  to  any  pod,  never  advife 
with  bad  men  that  are  your  inferiors  ;  if  you  do,  you  will 
be  fure  to  bear  all  the  blame  of  their  counfel. 

47.  Lay  down  a  public  charge,  rather  with  reputation, 
than  riches  ;  ever  confidering,  that  a  good  name  is  at  all 
times  preferable  to  a  goodeftate. 

48.  Endeavour  to  get  a  iuperiority,  and  yet  content  your- 
f elf  with  an  equality. 

49.  It  is  better  to  be  a  poor  good  man,  than  a  rich  knave  : 
fur  riches  are  only  of  ule  to  the  living,  and  virtue  is  of  much 
greater  fervice  to  the  dead* 

50.  Do  not  envy  thofe  that  enrich  themfelves  unlawfully  ; 
but  rather  thole  that  ruin  themfelves  by  doing  good  ;  for 
though  thele  lad  have  nothing  die  to  rely  upon,  yet  will 
they  have  virtuous  hopes. 

5 1 .  Enure  your  body  to  labour,  and  your  mind  to 
thought  ;  fo  (hall  you  be  able  to  effect  whatever  you  under- 
take, and  to  fore  fee  what  will  be  mod  beneficial  to  you. 

52.  Confider  well  what  you  have  to  do,  becaufe  oftentimes 
the  ton:.  1  lis  the  mind. 

53.  Reflect  that  there  is  nothing  permanent  in  this  world  ; 
and  then  you  will  neither  be  overjoyed  at  profperity,  nor  de- 
jected in  adveriity. 

54.  Take 
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54.  Take  only  two  occafions  of  fpeaking,  either  of  thofe 
things  you-are  well  acquainted  with,  or  of  thofe  you  Hand  in 
need  of  ;  for  of  all  others,  it  is  for  the  mod  part  better  to 
hold  ones  tongue  thanto  talk. 

55.  Enjoy  good  things  moderately,  and  bear  with  bad  pa- 
tiently. 

56.  Endeavour  to  be  as  fecret  as  you  can,  for  it  would  be 
abfurd  to  keep  your  money  locked  up,  and  let  every  body 
know  your  intentions. 

57.  Ever  apprehend  reproach,  more  than  danger. 

58.  Death  is  a  frightful  thing  to  wicked  men,  but  the  vir- 
tuous need  only  ftand  in  awe  of  dishonour  and  ignominy. 

59.  Live  always  as  fecurelyas  you  can  ;  but  if  honour  calls 
you  to  rifk  your  life,  it  is  better  to  fight  bravely,  than  to 
avoid  it  fhamefully,  efpecially  confidering  we  are  all  born  to 
die,  and  virtuous  people  have  only  the  privilege  to  die  well. 

Do  not  wonder,  dear  Demonicus,  that  many  of  the  fore- 
going precepts,  fuit  not  with  your  years.  I  at  firft  deter- 
mined not  only  to  counfel  you  for  the  prefent,  but  to  leave 
you  inftruclions  for  the  future,  which  I  doubt  not  you  will 
toon  be  able  to  relifh.  Not  being  willing  that  you  fhould 
have  recourfe  to  any  other  mailer,  I  took  care  to  infert  at 
once  all  that  I  thought  might  be  ufeful  to  you.  Though 
youth,  like  lick  people,  be  generally  apt  to  defire  what  is 
hurtful  for  them,  yet  I  thank  the  gods,  I  have  reafon  to  con- 
ceive another  opinion  of  you.  I  can  eafily  perceive  by  your 
ftudies,  what  your  future  life  will  be,  for  he  that  fo  early  can 
apply  himfelf  to  virtue,  mud  of  confequence  delight  in  the 
rules  that  lead  him  to  it..  There  is  no  bettter  incentive  to 
commendable  a£tions,  than  confideration  of  what  content 
they  bring,  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  (loth  and  luxury  both 
tire  and  difguftus.  Virtue  alone  can  occafion  a  durable  de- 
light. I  cannot  fay,  but  vice  has  its  pleafure  in  the  begin- 
ning, but  grief  and  repentance  foon  fucceed,  and  what  at 
firft  has  a  fatisfattion  becomes  at  laft  a  torment.  In  all  affairs 
of  this  life  we  have  more  regard  to  the  end,  than  beginning 
and  judge  of  every  thing  by  its  event.  You  m3y  alfo  con- 
sider, that  wicked  men  have  no  confhncy  in  their  proceedings, 
whereas  virtuous  perfons  cannot  alter  their  courfe  without 
expofing  themfelves  to  the  gieateft  infamy,  for  what  is  looked 
upon  as  unnatural  to  the  former,  will  be  reputed  monftrous 
in  the  latter.  If  we  blame  liars  for  uttering  falfities,  much 
greater  reafon  have  we  to  do  thofe  that  have  all  their  manners 
irregular,  for  they  not  only  do  injury  to  themfelves,  but 

I  i  2  like  wile 
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likewife  prove  ungrateful  .to  fortune,  which  has  blefied  them 
with  riches  and  honour.  .Moreover,  if  we  have  regard  to 
the  immortal  gods,  we  may  fee  what  difference  they  have 
always  put  between  virtue  and  vice.  Jupiter,  that  begot 
both  Hercules  and  Tantalus,  raifed  the  one  to  immortality 
for  his  virtue,  and  feverely  punifhed  the  other  for  his  wick- 
ednefs.  Thefe  examples  muft  needs  induce  us  to  abhor 
vice  and  love  virtue.  To  conclude,  therefore,  dear  Demo- 
nicus,  I  do  not  defire  you  fhould  confine  yourfelf  wholly  to 
my  precepts.  You  have  many  great  poets  that  will  inftruct 
you  how  to  live;  and  as  the  bee  Hies  from  flower  to  flower, 
and  takes  from  each  what  is  proper  for  its  purpofe,  fo  do  I 
advife  you  to  inlpecl  all  the  manners  and  writings  of  man- 
kind to  form  the  conduct  of  your  life.     Farewel. 


Pliny  to  Trajan,  Emperor  of  Rome. 

IT  is  my  cuRom,  Sir,  to  confult  you  upon  all  things 
about  which  1  have  any  doubt,  lor  who  can  better  either 
relolve  my  doubts,  or  remove  my  ignorance?  I  never  was 
patent  at  any  of  the  proceiles  againft  theChriftians.  There- 
fore, 1  know  neither  what  it.  is  in  them  that  ufes  to  be  pu- 
nifhed, nor  how  far  the  inquiry  concerning  them  ufes  to  be 

ried.  Moreover,  I  hefitated  not  a  little,  whether  there 
was  not  fome  diftinction  of  ages  to  be  made  ;  whether  the 
weakeft  diflcr  in  guilt  from  the  more  robuft  ;  whether  par- 
don may  be  granted  to  the  penitent  ;  or  if  it  ought  to  be  no 
advantage  to  him,  who  was  really  a  Chriftian,  to  have  left 
oil  being  fo;  withal,  whether  the  name  itfelf,  without  any 
other  crimes,  or  crime  going  along  with  the  name,  ought  to 
be  puniihed.  In  the  mean  time,  with  refpect  to  thofe  who 
were  brought  before  me  as  Chriftians,  1  oblerved  this  me- 
thod:  I  aiked  them,  whether  they  were  Chriftians?  And 
when  they  confeffed,  I  aiked  them  a  fecond,  and  a  third 
time,  threat'ning  the  puniihment.  Thole  who  perfevered 
I  ordered  to  be  carried  oft.  For  whatever  that  might  be 
which  they  confeffed,  I  did  not  doubt  that  their  contumacy 
and  inflexible  obftinacy  ought  to  be  punithed.  There  were 
oth  .  ed  with  the  lilce  phrenfy,  whom,  becaufe  they 

weie  Roman  citizens,  I  fet.down  as  to  be  remitted  to  the 
c  ity.     '1  he  crime,  as  commonly  happens,  fpreading  it fcJ t by 
the  very    profecution,    more  fpecies  thereof   immediately 
,!>  !.      ..  vinous  libel  was   given  in,  co:  I 

the 
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the  names  of  many.  Thefe  denied  that  they  were  ChrifHans, 
or  ever  had  heen  ;  whilft  at  the  fame  time  they  invoked  the 
gods,  J  repeating  the  form  before  them,  and  by  offering  in- 
cenfe  and  wine  worfhipped  your  image,  which,  for  this 
purpofe,  I  had  ordered  to  be  brought  along  with  theftatutcs 
of  the  gods.  Moreover,  they  reviled  Chrift :  none  of 
which  things,  they  fay,  thole  who  are  really  ChrifHans  can 
be  compelled  to  do.  Therefore  I  judged  they  were  to  be 
difmilfcd.  Others,  came  by  an  informer,  laid  they  were 
Chriftians,  but  denied  it  again;  they  had  been  lb,  but  had 
left  off  fome  three  years  ago,  fome  more,  years,  and  fome 
even  twenty.  All  thefe  worfhipped  both  your  image  and 
the  ftatutes  of  the  gods.  Thefe  alio  reviled  Chrift.  They 
affirmed,  however,  that  this  was  the  whole  of  their  fault  or 
error:  that  thev  were  wont  on  an  appointed  day  to  meet 
before  it  was  light,  and  to  hug  with  one  another  an  hymn 
to  Chrift  as  a  god  ;  and  to  bind  themfelves  with  an  oath  not 
to  do  any  wicked  thing,  but  to  commit  no  thefts,  no  r 
beries,  no  adulteries,  to  break  no  promife,  and  to  rei 
giving  no  pledge  when  afked.  Thefe  things  finifhed,  it 
was  their  cuftom  to  depart,  then  to  meet  again,  in  order  to 
take  food,  which,  however,  was  innocent  and  eaten  in  com- 
mon. But  even  this  they  had  left  off  doing  after  my  edict, 
whereby,  according  to  your  orders,  1  had  prohibited  illegal 
focieties.  From  this  account,  I  judged  it  more  necelfary  to 
fearcli  out  the  truth,  even  by  torture,  from  two  young 
women  who  were  called  deaconeffes.  But  I  found  nothing 
elfe  but  a  perverfe  and  immoderate  fuperftition.  Wherfore, 
deferring  farther  cognizance  of  the  matter,  I  have  recourfe 
to  you  for  advice.  For  it  leems  to  me  a  matter  worthy  of  de- 
liberation, chiefly  becaufe  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  are 
in  danger.  For  many  of  all  ages,  of  every  rank,  and  of  both 
fexes  alio,  are  called  to  account  and  will  be  called.  Neither 
through  thecities  only,  but  the  villages  alio  and  the  country, 
is  the  contagion  of  that  fuperftition  fpread,  which  it  appears, 
may  yet  be  (topped  and  corre&ed;  at  leaft  it  is  very  certain, 
that  the  almoft  defolate  temples  are  begun  to  be  frequented, 
and  the  facred  rites  long  neglected  to  be  renewed.  More- 
over, the  viftims  every  where  are  fold,  of  which  hitherto 
fcarce  any  buyer  was  found.  From  this  it  is  eafy  to  collect 
il  a  multitude  of  men  may  be  reclaimed,  il  there  is  al- 
1  iwed  pla  pentance^ 


I  i  1  Trajan 
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Trajan  to  Pliny. 

YOU  have  my  Secundus,  followed  the  method  which 
you  ought,  in  diicuffing  the  caufes  of  thofe  who  were  de- 
lated to  you  as  Chriftians.  Nor  indeed  is  it  poflible,  in 
general,  to  determine  any  thing  which  may  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  certain  rule  in  this  matter.  Thefe  men  are 
not  to  be  fearched  after  by  you.  If  they  are  accufed  and 
convicted,  they  are  to  be  puuifhed  :  yet  fo,  that  if  any  de- 
nies himfelf  to  be  a  Chriftian,  and  makes  the  fame  manifeft 
jn  fact,  namely,  by  worshipping  our  gods,  although  he  may 
have  been  fufpe&ed  formerly,  let  him  obtain  pardon  on. ac- 
count oi  his  repentance.  But  anonymous  libels  prefented 
ought  to  have  no  weight  in  any  criminal  trial,  for  it  is  a 
very  bad  precedent,  and  by  no  means  belonging  to  this  age. 

Pliny's  Lettt  rs. 


Pliny  to  Tacitus. 

YOUR  requeft  that  I  would  fend  you  an  account  of  my 
uncle's  death,  in  order  to  tranfmit  a  more  exa£t  relation  of 
it  to  polterity,  deferves  my  acknowledgements  ;  for  if  this 
accident  (hall  be  celebrated  by  your  pen,  the  glory  of  it,  I 
am  well  affured,  will  be  rendered  for  ever  illuftrio.us.  And 
notwithftanding  he  perifhed  by  misfortune,  which,  as  it  in- 
volved at  the  fame  time  a  mod  beautiful  country  in  ruins, 
and  deftroyed  fo  many  populous  cities,  feems  to  promife 
him  an  everlafling  remembrance;  notwithstanding  he  has 
himfelf  compofed  many  and  lading  works  ;  yet  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  the  mentioning  of  him  in  your  immortal  writings, 
will  greatly  contribute  to  eternize  his  name.  Happy  I 
efteem  thofe  to  be,  whom  providence  has  diflinguifhed  with 
the  abilities  either  of  doing  luch  actions  as  are  worthy  of 
being  related,  or  of  relating  them  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
being  read  ;  but  doubly  happy  are  they  who  are  bleffed  with 
both  thefe  uncommon  talents  :  in  the  number  of  which  my 
uncle,  as  his  own  writings,  and  your  hiftory  will  evidently 
prove,  may  juftly  be  ranked.  It  is  with  extreme  willing- 
nefs,  therefore,  I  execute  your  commands ;  and  (hould  in- 
deed have  chimed  the  talk  if  you  had  not  enjoined  it.  He 
was  at  that  time  with  the  fleet  under  his  command  at  JVIife- 
num.  On  the  24th  of  Augufr,  about  one  in  the  afternoon; 
my  mother  defired  him  toobfervea  cloud  which  appeared 
of  a  very  unufual  fize  and  fhape.  He  had  juft  returned  from 
ing  the  benefit  of  the  fun,  and  after  bathing  himfelf  in 

cold 
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cold  water,  and   taking  a   flight  repaft,  was  retired   to  his 
ftudy  :  he  immediately  arofe  and  went  out  upon  an  eminence 
from  whence  he   might  more  diftin6lly  view  this  very  un- 
common appearance.     It   was  not  at  that  diftance  diicerni- 
ble   from  what  mountain  this  cloud  iffued,  but  it  was  found 
afterwards  to  afcend  from   mount  Vefuvius.     I  cannot  give 
you  a  more  exacl  defcription  of  its  figure,  than  by  refemb- 
ling  it  to  that  of  a  pine  tree,  for  it  (hot  up  a  great  height  in 
the  form  of  a  trunk,  which  extended  itfelfat  the  top  into  a 
fort  of  branches  ;  occafioned,  1  imagine,  either  by  a  fudden 
guft  of  air  that  impelled  it,  the  force  of  which  decreafed  as 
it  advanced  upwards,  or  the  cloud  itfelf  being  prelfed  back 
again  by  its  own  weight,  expanded  in  this  manner  :    it  ap- 
peared lbme  times  bright  and  fometimes  dark  and  fpotted,  as 
it  was  either  more  or  lefs  impregnated  with  earth  and  cinders. 
This  extraordinary  phenomenon  excited  my  uncle's  philofo- 
phical  curioiity  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  it.  He  ordered  a  light 
veffel  to  be  got  ready,  and  gave  me.  the  liberty,  if  I  thought 
proper,  to  attend  him.     I  rather  chofe  to  continue  my  flu- 
dies;  for,  as  it  happened,  he  had  given  me  an  employment 
of  that  kind.     As  he  was  coming  out  of  his  houfe  he  receiv- 
ed a  note  from  Re6lina  the  wife  of  Baifus,  who  was  in  the 
ut  molt  alarm  at  the  imminent  danger  which  threatened  her; 
for  her  villa  being  fituated  at  the  foot  of  mount  Vefuvius, 
there  was  no  way  to  efcape  but  by  fea  ;  fhe  earneflly  entreat- 
ed him  therefore  to  come  to  her  afliftance.     He  accordingly 
changed  his  firft  defign,  and  what  he  began  with  a  philoso- 
phical, he  purfued  with  an  heroical  turn  of  mind.     He  or- 
dered the  gallies  to  be  put  to  fea,  and  went  himfelf  on 
board  with  an  intention  of  afiifting  not  only  Re6tina,  but 
feveral  others  ;  for  the  villas  fland  extremely  thick  upon  that 
beautiful  coaft.     When  haftening  to  the  place  from  whence 
others  fled  with  the  utmofl  terror,  he  fleered  his  direct  courfe 
ro  the  point  of  danger,  and  with  fomuch  calmnefs  and  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  as  to  be  able  to  make  and  diclate  his  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  motion  and  figure  of  that  dreadful  fcene. 
He  was  now  fo  nigh  the  mountain,  that  the  cinders,  which 
-crew  thicker  and  hotter  the  nearer  he  approached,  fell  into 
t  ti  fhips,  together  with  pumice-ftones,  and  black  pieces  of 
burning  rock:     they    were  likewife    in    danger  not    only 
of  being    a-ground   by  the  fudden  retreat  of  the  fea,  but 
alfo  from  the  vaft  fragments  which   rolled   down  from   the 
mountain,  and  obflructed  all  the  fhore.     Here  he  flopped  to 
conlider  whether  he  mould  return  back  again;  to  which  the 
pilot  advifing  him,  Fortune,  laid  he,  befriends  the  brave ; 

carry 
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carry  me  to  Pomponianus.  Pomponianus  was  then  at  Stabiae, 
feparated  by  a  gulph,  which  the  fea,  after  feveral  infenfible 
windings,  forms  upon  the  fhore.  He  had  already  fent  his 
baec:aee  on  board  :  for  tho'  he  was  not  at  that  time  in  aelnal 
danger,  yet  being  within  the  view  ot  it,  and  indeed  extreme- 
ly near,  if  it  fliould  in  the  leaf!  increafe,  he  was  determined 
to  put  to  fea  as  foon  as  the  wind  ihould  change.  It  was  fa- 
vourable, however,  for  crying  my  uncle  to  Pomponianus, 
whom  he  found  in  the  greateft  conftemation:  he  embraced 
him  with  tendernefs,  encouraging  and  exhorting  him  to  keep 
up  his  fpirits,  and  the  more  to  diflipate  his  fears,  he  order- 
ed, with  an  air  of  unconcern,  the  baths  to  be  got  ready  ; 
when  after  having  bathed,  he  fat  down  to  fupper  with  great 
chearfulnefs,  or  at  lead  (what  is  equally  heroic)  with  all  the 
appearance  of  it.  In  the  mean  while  the  eruption  froiri 
mount  Vefuvius  flamed  out  in  feveral  places  with  much  vio- 
lence, which  the  darknefs  of  the  night  contributed  to  render 
ftill  more  vifible  and  dreadful.  But  my  uncle,  in  order  to 
footh  the  app'rehenfions  of  his  friend,  allured  him  it  Mas 
only  the  burning  of  the  villages,  which  the  country  people 
had  abandoned  to  the  flames:  after  this  he  retired  to  reft, 
and  it  is  moft  certain  he  was  fo  little  difcompofed  as  to  fall 
into  a  deep  fleep  ;  for  being  pretty  fat,  and  breathing  hard, 
thofe  who  attended  without  actually  heard  him  fnore.  The 
court  which  led  to  his  apartment  being  now  alrnoft  filled  with 
ftones  and  afhes,  if  he  had  continued  there  any  time  longer, 
it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  him  to  have  made  his  way 
out ;  it  was  thought  proper  therefore  to  awaken  him.  He 
got  up,  and  went  to  Pomponianus  and  the  reft  of  his  compa- 
ny, who  were  not  unconcerned  enough  to  think  of  going  to 
bed.  They  confulted  together  whether  it  would  be  moft 
prudent  to  truft  to  their  houfes,  which  now  fhook  from  fide 
to  fide  with  frequent  and  violent  concuflions  ;  or  fly  to  the 
open  fields,  where  the  calcined  ftones  and  cinders,  tho' light 
indeed,  yet  fell  in  large  Ihowevs,  and  threatened  deftruction. 
In  this  diftrefs  they  refolved  for  the  fields,  as  the  lefs  dan- 
gerous fituation  of  the  two:  a  resolution,  which,  while  the 
reft  of  the  company  were  hurried  into  by  their  fears,  my 
uncle  embraced  upon  cool  and  deliberate  confident  ion. 
They  went  out  then,  having  pillows  tied  upon  their  heads 
with  napkins  ;  and  this  was  their  whole  defence  againft  the 
florin  ot  ftones  which  fell  round  them.  It  was  now  day  every 
\  ere  elfe,  but  there  a  deeper  darknefs  prevailed  than  in  the 
moft  obfeure  night  ;  which  however  was  in  fome  degree  dif- 
fipated  by. torches  and  other  lights  of  various  kinds.     They 

tho; 
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thought  proper  to  go  clown  farther  upon  the  fhoreto  obferve 
it' they  might  lately  put  to  fen,  but  they  found  the  waves 
ftill  run  extremely  high  and  boiflerous.  There  my  uncle, 
having. drank  a  draught  or  two  of  cold  water,  threw  himfelf 
down  upon  a  cloth  which  was  fpread  for  him,  when  immedi- 
ately the  flames,  and  a  flrong  fmell  of  fulphur,  which  was  the 
fore-runner  of  them,  difperfing  the  reft  of  the  company, 
obliged  him  to  rife.  He  railed  himfelf  up  with  the  a fli fi- 
ance of  two  of  his  fervants,  and  inflantly  fell  down  dead  ; 
iuffocated,  as  I  conjecture,  by  fome  grots  and  noxious  va- 
pour, having  always  had  weak  lungs,  and  frequently  fubject 
to  a  difficulty  of  breathing.  As  foon  as  it  was  light  again, 
which  was  not  till  the  third  day  after  this  melancholy  acci- 
dent, his  body  was  found  entire,  and  without  any  marks  oi 
violence  upon  it,  exactly  in  the  fame  poflure  that  he  fell, 
and  looking  more  like  a  man  afleep  than  dead.  During  all 
this  time  my  mother  and  1  were  at  Mifenum. — But  as  this 
has  no  connection  with  your  hiflory,  io  your  enquiry  went 
no  farther  than  concerning  my  uncle's  death  ;  with  that 
therefore  I  will  put  an  end  to  my  letter :  fuifer  me  only  to 
add,  that  I  have  faithfully  related  to  you  what  I  was  either  an 
eye-witnefs  of  myfelf,  or  received  immediately  after  the  ac- 
cident happened,  and  before  there  was  time  to  vary  the  truth. 
You  will  chufe  out  of  this  narrative  fuch  circumflances  as 
(hall  be  moft  luitable  to  your  purpofe :  for  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  what  is  proper  for  a  letter,  and  an  hiflory  ; 
between  writing  to  a  friend,  and  writing  to  the  public. 
Farewel. 


Pliny  to  Tacitus. 

THE  letter  which,  incompliance  with  your  requefl,  I 
wrote  to  you  concerning  the  death  of  my  uncle,  has  raifed, 
it  feems,  your  curiofity  to  know  what  terrors  and  dangers  at- 
tended me  while  I  continued  at  Mifenum  ;  for  there,  I 
think,  the  account  ot  my  former  broke  off: 

Tho'  my  fhock'd  foul  recoils,  my  tongue  fhall  tell.  My 
uncle  having  left  us,  I  purfued  my  (todies  which  prevented 
my  going  with  him,  till  it  was  time  to  bathe.  After  which 
I  went  to  fupper,  and  from  thence  to  bed,  where  my  fleep 
was  greatly  broken  and  difturbed.  There  had  been  for  many 
days  before  fome  fhocks  of  an  earthquake,  which  the  lets 
furprifed  us  as  they  are  extremely  frequent  in  Campania; 
but  they  were  fo  particularly  violent  that  night,  that  they 

not 
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not  only  fhook  every  thing  about  us,  but  Teemed  indeed  to 
threaten  total  deftruftion.  My  mother  flew  to  my  chamber, 
where  fhe  found  me  rifing,  in  order  to  awaken  her.  We 
went  out  into  a  fmall  court  belonging  to  the  houfe,  which 
feparated  the  fea  from  the  buildings.  As  I  was  at  that  time 
but  eighteen  years  of  age,  I  know  not  whether  I  fhould  call 
my  behaviour  in  this  dangerous  juncture,  courage  or  raihnefs  ; 
but  I  took  up  Livy,  and  umufed  myfelf  with  turning  over  that 
author,  and  even  making  extracts  from  him,  as  if  all  about 
me  had  been  in  full  fecurity.  While  we  were  in  this  pofture, 
a  friend  of  my  uncle's,  who  was  juft  come  from  Spain,  to  pay 
him  a  vifit,  joined  us,  and  obferving  me  fitting  by  my 
mother  with  a  book  in  my  hand,  greatly  condemned  her 
calmnefs,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  reproved  me  for  my 
carelefs  fecurity:  neverthelefs  Iftill  went  on  with  my  author. 
Though  it  was  now  morning,  the  light  was  exceedingly 
faint  and  languid;  the  buildings  all  around  us  tottered,  and 
though  we  ftood  upon  open  ground,  yet  as  the  place  was 
narrow  and  confined,  there  was  no  remaining  there  v.ithout 
certain  and  great  danger  :  we  therefore  refolved  to  quit  the 
town.  The  people  followed  us  in  the  utmoft  conftemation, 
and  (as  to  a  mind  diftracled  with  terror,  every  fuggeftion 
feems  more  prudent  than  its  own)  preifed  in  great  crouds 
about  us  in  our  way  out.  Being  got  at  a  convenient  diftance 
from  the  houfes,  we  ftood  ftill,  in  the  midft  of  a  moft 
dangerous  and  dreadful  fcene. 

The  chariots  which  we  had  ordered  to  be  drawn  out,  were 
fo  agitated  backwards  and  forwards,  though  upon  the  mod 
level  ground,  that  we  could  not  keep  them  fteady,  even 
by  fypporting  them  with  large  ftones.  The  fea  feemed  to 
roll  back  upon  itfelf,  and  to  be  driven  from  its  banks  by 
the  convulfive  motion  of  the  earth  ;  it  is  certain  at  leaft  the 
ih ore  was  confiderably  enlarged,  and  feveral  fea  animals  were 
left  upon  it.  On  the  other  fide,  a  black  and  dreadful  cloud 
burfting  with  an  egnious  Terpentine  vapour,  darted  out  a 
long  train  of  fire,  reiembling  fialhes  of  lightening,  but  much 
larger.  Upon  this  our  Spanifh  friend,  whom  I  mentioned 
above,  addrefling  hirnfelf  to  my  mother  and  me  with  greater 
warmth  and  earneftnefs :  If  your  brother  and  your  uncle, 
faid  he,  is  fafe,  he  certainly  wiThes  you  may  be  fo  too,  but 
if  he  perilh,  it  was  his  delire,  no  doubt,  that  you  might 
both  furvive  him:  why  therefore  do  you  delay  your  efcape 
a  moment  ?  We  could  never  think  of  our  own  fafety,  we 
faid,  while  we  were  uncertain  of  his.  Hereupon  our  friend 
left  us,  and  withdrew  from  the  danger  with  the  utmoft  pre- 
cipitation. 
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cipitation.  Soon  afterwards,  the  cloud  feemed  to  defcend, 
and  cover  the  whole  ocean  ;  as  indeed,  it  entirely  hid  the 
ifland  of  Caprea,  and  the  promontory  of  Mifenum.  My 
mother  ftrongly  conjured  me  to  make  my  efcape  at  any  rate, 
which  as  I  was  young  I  might  eafily  do  :  as  for  herfelf, 
fhe  faid,  her  age  and  corpulency  rendered  all  attempts  of 
that  fort  impoflible,  however  (lie  would  willingly  meet 
death,  if  (lie  could  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  that  foe 
was  not  the  occafion  of  mine.  But  I  abfolutely  refufed  to 
leave  her,  and,  taking  her  by  the  hand,  I  led  her  on  :  (he 
complied  with  great  relu6lance,  and  not  without  many  re- 
proaches to  herfelf  for  retarding  my  flight.  The  afhes  now 
began  to  fall  upon  us,  tho'  in  no  great  quantity.  I  turned 
my  head,  and  obferved  behind  us  a  thick  fmoke,  which 
came  rolling  after  us  like  a  torrent.  I  propofed  while  we 
had  yet  any  light,  to  turn  out  of  the  high  road,  left  (lie 
fhould  be  preifed  to  death  in  the  dark,  by  the  crowd  that 
followed  us.  We  had  fcarce  ftepped  out  of  the  path,  when 
darknefs  overfpread  us,  not  like  that  of  a  cloudy  night,  or 
when  there  is  no  moon,  but  of  a  room  when  it  is  fhut  up. 
and  all  the  lights  extincl.  Nothing  then  was  to  be  heard 
but  the  fhrieks  of  women,  the  fcreams  of  children,  and  the 
cries  of  men  ;  fome  calling  for  their  children,  others  for 
their  parents,  others  for  their  hufbands,  and  only  diftin- 
guifhing  each  other  by  their  voices  ;  one  lamenting  his 
own  fate,  another  that  of  his  family  ;  fome  wifhing  to  die, 
from  the  very  fear  of  dying  ;  fome  lifting  their  hands  to 
the  gods  ;  but  the  greater  part  imagining,  that  the  laft  and 
eternal  night  was  come,  which  was  to  deftroy  both  the  gods 
and  the  world  together.  Among  thele  there  were  fome,  who 
augmented  the  real  terrors  by  imaginary,  and  made  the 
frighted  multitude  falfely  believe  that  Mifenum  was  aftually 
in  flames.  At  length  a  glimmering  light  appeared,  which  we 
imagined  to  be  rather  the  forerunner  of  an  approaching 
burft  of  flames,  as  in  truth  it  was,  than  the  return  of  day  : 
however  the  fire  fell  at  a  diftance  from  us :  then  again  we 
were  immerfed  in  thick  darknefs,  and  a  heavy  fhower  of 
afhes  rained  upon  us,  which  we  were  obliged  every  now  and 
then  to  fhake  off,  otherwife  we  fhould  have  been  crufhed 
and  buried  in  the  heap.  I  might  boaft,  that  during  all  this 
fcene  of  horror,  not  a  figli  or  expreflion  of  fear  efcaped  from 
me,  had  not  my  fupport  been  founded  in  that  miferable, 
though  ftrong  confolation,  that  all  mankind  were  involved 
in  the  fame  calamity,  and  that  I  imagined  I  was  perifhing 
with  the  world  itfelf.     At  lafl  this  dreadful  darknefs  was 

diffipated 


5o8  SACRED     LITERATURE.          Book  X. 

diflipated  by  degrees,  like  a  cloud  or  fmoke  ;  the  real  day 
returned:  and  even  the  Tun  appeared,  though  very  faintly, 
and  as  when  an  eclipfe  is  coming  on.  Every  object  that 
preiented  itfelf  to  our  eyes,  which  were  extremely  weak- 
ened, feemed  changed,  being  covered  over  with  white 
allies,  as  with  a  deep  fnow.  We  returned  to  Mifenum, 
where  we  refreshed  ourfelves  as  well  as  we  could,  and  palled 
:m  anxious  night  between  hope  and  fear;  tho'  indeed, 
with  a  much  larger  (hare  of  the  latter:  for  the  earth- 
quake  Hill  continued,  while  feveral  enthufiaftic  people  ran 
up  and  down,  heightened  their  own  and  their  friends  cala- 
mities by  terrible  predictions.  However,  my  mother  and 
I,  notwithstanding  the  danger  we  had  palled,  and  that  which 
ftili  threatened  us,  had  no  thoughts  of  leaving  the  place, 
till  we  Ihould  receive  fome  account  from  my  uncle.  And 
now,  you  will  read  this  narrative  without  any  view  of  in- 
ierting  it  in  your  hiftory,of  which  it  is  by  no  means  worthy; 
and  indeed  you  muft  impute  it  to  your  own  requefr,  if  it 
lhall  appear  fcarce  to  delerve  even  the  trouble  of  a  letter. 
ra  row  el. 


Pliny  to  Sura. 

T  H  E  pre  fen  t  recefs  from  bufinefs  we  are  now  enjoying, 
Affords  you  leifure  to  give,  and  me  to  receive  initruft ion. 
1  am  extremely  defirous  therefore  to  know  your  fentiments 
concerning  fpeer.res,  whether  you  believe  they  have  a  real 
form,  and  are  a  fort  of  divinities,  or  only  the  falfe  impref- 
fions  of  a  terrified  imagination?  What  particularly  inclines 
me  to  give  credit  to  their  exiftence,  is  a  ftory  which  I  heard 
of  Curtius  Rufus.  When  he  was  in  low  circumfhnces  and 
unknown  in  the  world,  he  attended  the  governor  of  Africa 
into  that  province.  One  evening  as  he  was  walking  in  the 
public  portico,  he  was  extremely  furprifed  with  the  figure 
of  a  woman  which  appeared  to  him,  of  a  fize  and  beauty 
more  than  human.  She  told  him  (he  was  the  tutelar  power 
that  prefided  over  Africa,  and  was  come  to  inform  him  of 
the  future  (.\vnts  of  his  life;  that  he  fhould  go  back  to 
Rome,  where  he  (hould  be  railed  to  the  higheft  honours 
and  return  to  that  province  inverted  with  the  proconful.n 
there  fhould  die.  Accordingly  every  circum- 
ce  of  this  prophecy  was  actually  accomplished.  It  is  laid 
farther,  th  tl  upon  his  arrival  at  Carthage,  as  he  was  comini 
out  of  the  fhip,  the  lame  figure  accolled  him  upon  ti- 
ll, 
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fhore.  It  is  certain,  at  leaft,  that  being  feized  with  a  fit  of 
ijlnefs,  though  there  were  no  fymptoms  in  his  cafe  that  led 
his  attendants  to  defpair,  he  inftantly  gave  up  all  hope  of 
recovery;  judging,  it  fhould  leem,  of  the  truth  of  the 
future  part  of  the  prediction,  by  that  which  had  already 
been  fulfilled,  and  of  the  misfortune  which  threatened  him, 
by  the  fuccefs  which  he  had  experienced.  To  this  ftory  let 
me  add  another  as  remarkable  as  the  former,  but  attended 
with  circumflances  of  great  horror  ;  which  I  will  give  you 
exactly  as  it  was  related  to  me.  There  was  at  Athens  a 
large  and  (pacious  houfe,  which  lay  under  the  difrepute  of 
being  haunted.  In  the  dead  of  the  night,  a  noife,  refembling 
the  clafhing  of  iron,  Was  frequently  heard,  which,  if  you 
liftened  more  attentively,  founded  like  the  rattling  of  chains; 
at  firft  it  feemed  at  a  diftance,  but  approached  nearer  by 
degrees:  immediately  afterwards  a  fpectre  appeared  in  the 
form  of  an  old  man,  extremely  meagre  and  ghaftly,  with 
a  long  beard  and  difhevelled  hair,  rattling  the  chains  on 
his  feet  and  hands.  The  poor  inhabitants  in  the  mean  while 
pa  fled  their  nights  under  the  molt  dreadful  terrors  imagin- 
able. This,  as  it  broke  their  reft,  ruined  their  health,  and 
threw  them  into  diftempers,  which,  together  with  their 
horrors  of  mind,  proved  in  the  end  fatal  to  their  lives. 
Even  in  the  day  time,  though  the  fpirit  did  not  appear, 
yet  the  remembrance  of  it  made  fuch  a  ftrong  impreffion 
upon  their  imaginations,  that  it  Rill  feemed  before  their 
eyes,  and  continually  alarmed  them,  though  it  was  no  longer 
prefent.  By  this  means  the  houfe  was  at  laft  deferted,"as 
being  judged  by  every  body  to  be  abfolutely  uninhabitable  ; 
fo  that  it  was  now  entirely  abandoned  to  the  ghoft.  How- 
ever, in  hopes  that  lome*  tenant  might  be  found  who  was 
ignorant  of  this  great  calamity  which  attended  it,  a  bill  was 
put  up,  giving  notice  that  it  was  either  to  be  let  or  fold. 
It  happened  that  Athenodorus  the  philofopher  came  to 
Athens  at  this  time,  and  reading  the  bill,  enquired  the  price. 
The  extraordinary  cheapnefs  railed  his  fulpicion;  never- 
thelefs,  when  he  heard  the  whole  ftory,  he  was  fo  far  from 
being  dilcouraged,  that  he  was  more  ftrongly  inclined  to 
have  it,  and,  in  fhort,  actually  did  fo.  When  it  grew  to- 
wards evening,  he  ordered  a  couch  to  be  prepared  for  him 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  houfe,  and  after  calling  for  a  light, 
together  with  his  pen  and  tablets,  he  directed  all  his  people 
t  -.tire.  But  that  his  mind  might  not,  lor  want  of  em- 
|  it,  be  open  to  the  vain   terrors  of  imaginary  noifes 

fpirits,  he  applied  himfelf  to  writing  with  the  utmoft 

attention. 
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attention.  The  firft  part  of  the  night  patted  with  ufual 
filence,  when  at  length  the  chains  began  to  rattle:  however, 
he  neither  lifted  up  his  eyes,v  nor  laid  down  his  pen,  but  di- 
verted his  observation  by  purfuing  his  ftudies  with  greater  ear- 
neftnefs.  The  noife  increafed  and  advanced  nearer,  till  it 
feemed  at  the  door,  and  at  laft  in  the  chamber.  He  looked 
up  and  faw  the  ghoft  exactly  in  the  manner  it  had  been 
defcribed  to  him  :  it  flood  before  him,  beckoning  with  the 
finger.  Athenodorus  made  a  lign  with  his  hand  that  it  fhould 
wait  a  little,  and  threw  his  eyes  again  upon  his  papers,  but 
the  ghoft  ftill  rattling  his  chains  in  his  ears,  he  looked  up 
and  faw  him  beckoning  as  before.  Upon  this  he  immediately 
arofe,  and  with  the  light  'in  his  hand,  followed  it.  The 
ghoft  flowly  ftalked  along,  as  if  incumbered  with  his  chains, 
and  turning  into  the  area  of  the  houfe,  fuddenly  vanifhed. 
Athenodorus  being  thus  deferted,  made  a  mark  with  fome 
grafs  and  leaves  where  the  fpirit  lelt  him.  The  next  day  he 
*  gave  information  of  this  to  the  magiftrates,  and  advifed  them 
to  order  that  fpot  to  be  dug  up.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
and  the  (keleton  of  a  man  in  chains  was  there  found ;  for 
the  body  having  lain  a  confiderable  time  in  the  ground,  was 
putrified  and  mouldered  away  from  the  fetters.  The  bones 
being  collected  together  were  publicly  buried,  and  thus  after 
the  ghoft  was  appealed  by  the  proper  ceremonies,  the  houfe 
was  haunted  no  more.  This  ftory  I  believe  upon  the  credit 
of  others  ;  what  I  am  going  to  mention  I  give  you  upon  my 
own.  I  have  a  freed-man  named  Marcus,  who  is  by  no  means 
illiterate.  One  night  as  he  and  his  younger  brother  were 
lying  together,  he  fancied  he  faw  fomebody  upon  his  bed, 
who  took  out  a  pair  of  fciffars,  and  cut  off  the  hair  from  the 
top  part  of  his  head,  in  the  morning,  it  appeared  the  boy's 
hair  was  actually  cut,  and  the  clippings  lay  fcattered  about 
the  floor.  A  fhort  time  after  this,  an  event  of  the  like  nature 
contributed  to  give  credit  to  the  former  ftory.  A  young  lad 
of  my  family  was  fleeping  in  his  apartment  with  the  reft  of 
his  companions,  when  two  perfons  clad  in  white  came  in 
(as  he  tells  the  ftory)  through  the  windows,  and  cut  off  his 
hair  as  he  lay,  and  as  loon  as  they  had  finifhed  the  operation, 
returned  the  fame  way  they  entered.  The  next  morning  it 
\  :d  that  this  boy  had  been  ferved  juft  as  the  other,  and 

wi|  very  i  me  circumftance  of  the  hair  (bread  about  the 

r         .     Nothing  remarkable  indeed  followed  thefe  events, 
that  1  elcaped  a  profecution,  in  which,  if  Domitian 
(di;  ( ign  this  happened)  had  lived  fome  time  lon- 

ger 1  ihould  certainly  have  been  involved.  For  alter  the  d<   th 

ot 
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of  that  emperor,  articles  of  impeachment  againft  me  were  in 
his  fcrutoire,  which  had  been  exhibited  by  Cams.  It  may 
therefore  be  conjectured,  fmce  it  is  cuftomary  for  perfons 
under  any  public  accufation  to  let  their  hair  grow,  this  cut- 
ting off  the  hair  of  my  fervants  was  a  fign  I  fhould  efcape  the 
imminent  danger  that  threatened  me.  Let  me  defire  you 
then  maturely  to  confider  this  queftion.  The  fubjecl  merits 
your  examination  ;  as,  I  truft,  I  am  not  myfelf  altogether 
unworthy  to  participate  of  the  abundance  of  your  fuperior 
knowledge.  And,  though  you  (hould,  with  your  ufual 
fcepticifm,  balance  between  two  opinions,  yet  1  hope  you 
will  throw  the  weightier  reafons  on  one  fide,  left,  whilft  I 
confult  you  in  order  to  have  my  doubts  fettled,  you  fhould 
difmifs  me  in  the  fame  fufpence  and  uncertainty  that  occa- 
lioned  this  application.  Faiewel. 


*to  Macenas. 

MCECENAS,  as  my  verfes  began, " they  muft  end  with  you. 
I  have  long  fmce  bid  adieu  to  the  Mufes,  have  gained  lome 
reputation,  and  received  my  difcharge.  Why  would  you 
again  engage  your  poet  ?  Alas  !  that  genius  and  ftrengthof 
mind,  which  I  was  formerly  mafter  of,  have  quite  forfaken 
me.  Vejanius  did  wifely  in  hanging  up  his  arms  in  Hercu- 
les's  temple  ;  he  now  lives  quiet  and  retired  in  the  country, 
and  is  no  longer  under  the  miferable  necelfity  of  lupplicating 
the  grace  and  favour  of  the  people,  when  diftrefied  by  his 
adverfary. 

I  hear  a  voice  perpetually  founding  in  my  ears;  Turn  an 
old  horfe  loofe,  and  do  not  any  longer  run  races  with  him, 
left  he  Hag  in  the  courfe,  and  lofe  the  glory  of  his  former 
conquefts.  For  this  reafon  I  now  take  my  leave  of  lyric 
verfe,  and  of  all  other  trifling  amufements  whatfoever;  1  am 
fully  relolved  to  employ  all  my  time  in  fearching  after  truth, 
and  in  furnifhing  my  mind  with  Inch  excellent  precepts,  as 
may  hereafter  do  me  eminent  fervice,  in  inftruc~ting  me  how 
I  ought  to  aft  in  the  ftate  I  am  in.  Do  not  a(k  me  what  fe£fc 
or  party  1  am  of;  I  confine  myfelf  to  none,  but  prudently 
give  way  as  the  tempeft  drives  me.     Sometimes  I  engage  in 

irs or  ftate,  and,  like  Zeno,  am  jealous  in  the  caufe  of  vir- 
tue ;  then  again  I  infenfibly  incline  to  the  doctrine  of  Arif- 
tippus,  and  endeavour  to  fubject  affairs  to  myfelf,  not  myfelf 
to  bufinefs.  As  the  night  feems  long  to  an  impatient  lover, 
whofe  miftrefs  has  deceived  him  ;  as  the  day  is  tireforae  to 
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the  weary  labourer  who  mufl  work  till  evening  ;  as  the 
years  are  heavy  and  tedious  to  a  minor  who  is  under  the  go- 
vernment of  a  covetous  mother  ;  no  lets  tedious  and  irkfome 
are  the  nights  and  days  and  years  to  me,  which  prevent  my 
learning  and  praetiling  thole  precepts  ;  which,  if  duly  ob- 
ferved,  will  be  equally  profitable  both  to  the  rich  and  poor, 
but  if  neglected,  both  young  and  old  will  fhare  in  the  mis- 
fortune. 

It  remains  therefore  that  I  comfort  myfelf,  and  govern  my 
life  by  thofe  admirable  maxims.  If  your  eyes  are  lore,  will 
5rou  negle6t  to  anoint  them  becaufe  you  cannot  fee  as  far  as 
Lynceus?  Will  you  refufeto  be  cured  of  the  gout,  becaufe 
you  defpair  of  Glycon's  ftrength.  It  is  fome Tatisfa6lion  to 
have  made  what  progrefs  we  could  in  wifdom,  when  we  can 
go  no  farther. 

Are  you  given  to  covetoufnefs?  Do  you  third  after  riches  ? 
There  are  charms  and  precepts  which  will  lb  ft  en  the  paffion. 
and,  in  a  great  meafure,  take  away  thediftemper.  Are  you 
clefirous  ol  glory  V  Read  over  thrice  fome  precepts  of  philo- 
sophy with  care  and  attention,  and  they  will  regulate 
your  defires.  The  envious  and  paffionate,  the  drunkard, 
the  debauched  and  idle  per  Ion  may  be  reformed  ;  nay  even 
the  moft  brutal  nature  may  be  fweetened,  if  he  will  but  pa- 
tiently lend  an  ear  to  inftructlon. 

The  beginning  of  virtue  is  to  avoid  vice,  and  the  firft  ftep 
to  wifdom  is  not  to  be  a  fool.  Do  you  not  obferve  to  what 
cares  and  labours  men  expofe  themfelves  to  avoid  the  two 
great  evils  of  life,  poverty  and  difgrace?  To  avoid  being 
poor,  the  unwearied  merchant  makes  a  voyage  to  the  Indies, 
neither  rocks  nor  tempefls  can  obftruct,  his  paffage.  Alas! 
thefe  are  lefs  to  be  feared  than  poverty  ;  fo  ftrong  is  the  in- 
fatuation, that,  rather  than  learn  to  contemn  thefe  things 
which  you  fo  paffionately  admire,  you  will  not  be  inftrucied, 
you  will  not  vouchfafe  to  liflen  to  thofe  who  are  wifer  than 
yourfelf.  What  wn  filer  would  chofe  to  contend  in  villages, 
rather  than  at  the  Olympic  games,  if  he  were  lure  to  carry  ' 
away  the  prize  without  any  difficulty?  Silver  is  not  to  be 
i  orripared  with  gold,  nor  gold  with  virtue  ,-  and  yet,  it  is  the 
general  cry  from  one  end  of  Janus-ftreet  to  the  other,  O 
citizens  !  citi  xns  I  get  money,  firft  of  all,  get  money,  as  for 
virtue  feek  it  afterwards:  both  young  and  old,  with  their 
bags  and  tables  on  their  arms,  ling  conftantly  this  tune. 
You  are  a  man  of  untainted  integrity,  wife,  valiant  ami 
eloquenl  t,  if  you  have  not  four  hundred  thoufand 

fefterces,  if  but  fix.  or  {even  thoufand  are  wanting,  notwith- 
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ftanding  your  good  qualities,  you  fhall  (till  be  a  Plebeian. 
The  little  boys  in  their  ordinary  paftimesreafonmuch  better, 
Do  well,  fay  they,  and  you  fhall  be  a  king.  Let  us  regulate^ 
our  conducl  by  this  admirable  precept  ;  let  this  be  our  con-* 
ftant  perpetual  fecurity,  never  to  do  any  thing  which  will 
wound  our  confidences,  and  make  us  to  look  pale  and  be 
afhamed. 

Now  which  is  better  ?  Rofcius's  law,  who  ordained  that 
no  man,  who  was  not  worth  four  hundred  thoufand  felterce.s 
fhould  be  made  a  knight ;  or  the  boys  fong,  which  beftows  a 
kingdom  on  thofe  that  do  well?  The  Curii,  Camilli,  and  the 
nobleft  Romans  fung  this  fong,  and  their  practice  was  ac- 
cordingly. This  man  perfuades  you  all  he  can  to  get  money, 
that  you  may  have  a  feat  at  the  theatre  ;  and  be  a  near  fpec- 
tator  of  Pupius's  tragedies,  which  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of 
all  that  faw  them.  He  advifes  you  to  get  it  lawfully,  if  pof- 
fible  ;  but  if  that  cannot  be  done,  be  fure  to  get  it.  An- 
other exhorts  you  in  a  very  moving  affefting  manner,  to  be 
above  the  power  of  fortune  ;  to  get  free  from  vice,  and  to 
give  yourfelf  up  to  the  ftudy  of  virtue,  which  he  encourages 
you  to  follow,  having  nothing  more  at  heart  than  your  good 
fuccefs.  Which  ofthefeisin  your  opinion  the  moft  honourable 
man?  If  the  people  afa  me  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that, 
feeing  I  live  among/t  them,  1  am  not  of  their  fentiments  : 
why  I  do  not  love  and  hate  juft  as  they  do.  My  reply  is 
the  fame  which  the  fox  made  to  the  fick  lion  ;  Many  vifit 
you,  faith  he,  but  none  return  back  :  this  is  the  thin"-  which 
makes  me  afraid.  The  people  is  a  many-headed  monfter  ; 
whom  or  what  fhould  I  imitate  ?  Some  are  fond  of  farming 
the  public  revenues  ;  fome  endeavour  to  catch  rich  widows^ 
others  delude  old  men  with  prefents,  in  hopes  of  inheriting 
their  eftate  ;  others  again  grow  rich  by  ufury.  All  this 
proves  no  more,  than  that  many  men  have  many' inclinations 
that  one  loves  one  thing,  and  another  another  ;  but  can 
you  find  the  man,  who  for  an  hour  together  is  of  the  fame 
mind?  If  a  perfon  of  diftinclion  fay,  Baias  is  a  fweet  deli- 
cious place,  that  in  all  theworld  there  is  not  a  fpot  of  ground 
beyond  it,  in  refpeft  of  its  lovely  and  beautiful  fituatjon. 
The  Lucrine  lake  is  prefently  fenlible  of  the  ardent  defires, 
which  this  man  has  to  fettle  there.  To-morrow,  if  his  hu- 
mour happen  tochange,  Go,  workmen,  laith  he,  carry  your 
tools  to  Teanum.  Is  he  married  ?  Then  nothing  appears  fo 
agreeable  to  him  as  a  fm^le  life.  Is  he  a  fingle  man  ?  Who 
then  are  fo  happy  as  they  who  are  married  ?  What  way  fhall  I 
take  to  fix  this  Proteus,  who  is  never  the  fame  man  ■   Nor  is 

Vol.  III.  Kk  the 


SH  SACRED     LITERATURE.  Book  X. 

the  poor  man  lefs  inconftant  ;  he  changes  his  lodging,  beds, 
baths  and  barbers  ;  he  hires  a  boat,  and  grows  in  a  little  time 
as  weary  of  it,  as  the  great  men  of  their  galleys. 

If  my  hair  be  cut  awry,  if  one  fide  ol  my  cloak  be  longer 
than  the  other  ;  if  my  cloaths  be  new,  and  linen  old  :  yon 
prefently  laugh  at  me:  but  when  I  differ  fo  unaccountably 
from  myfelf,  when  1  contemn  what  I  lately  denied,  and  again 
defire  what  I  juft  now  contemned  ;  when  1  pull  down  and 
build  up  again  ;  when  1  make  fquare  things  round,  and 
round  ones  fquare  ;  when  my  whole  life  is  high  and  low, 
upanddown  ;  then  you  forbear  to  laugh  at  me  any  longer, 
becaufe  fo  many  thou  lands  are  like  me,  and  in  all  refpe£ts  as 
great  fools  as  myfelf.  Though  my  life  is  a  feries  of  con- 
tradictions, yet  in  your  opinion  I  want  no  guardian,  neither 
do  I  ftand  in  need  of  a  phyfician;  and  yet  Mcecenas,  though 
you  are  my  protector,  how  apt  are  you  to  reprimand  your 
friend,  who  places  his  whole  dependance  upon  you,  upon 
every  trifling  occafion?  To  conclude,  the  wife  man  is  inferior 
to  none  but  Jupiter,  he  is  free,  rich,  beautiful  and  honour- 
able ;  he  is  king  of  kings  ;  he  always  enjoys  his  health  to  per- 
fection, unlefs  it  be  when  he  is  troubled  with  phlegm. 

Horace, 


To  LoU'tus. 
ILLUSTRIOUS  Lollius,  while  you  are  pleading  at 
Rome,  I  have  carefully  read  over  Homer  at  Praeenefte ;  and 
I  cannot  but  fay,  that  neither  Crantor  nor  Chryfippus  have  fo 
fully  explained  the  different  nature  of  virtue  and  vice,  as  he 
has  done.  If  you  are  at  leilure,  I  will  give  you  my  reafons, 
why  I  am  of  this  opinion.  The  poet  in  the  Iliads  defcribes 
the  mad  extravagant  paffions,  with  which  both  kings  and 
people  were  inflamed,  in  the  war  that  broke  out  between  the 
Grecians  and  Trojans ;  this  war,  which  was  occafioned  by 
the  love  of  Paris,  lafted  fo  long,  that  the  ftrength  of  Greece 
was  almoft  exhaufted.  Antenor,  on  the  one  part,  being 
willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  advifed,  that  Helen  fhould 
be  fent  back  into  Greece;  but  Paris  declared,  that,  though 
his  happinels  depended  upon  it,  he  would  never  confent. 
Neftor,  on  the  other  fide,  endeavoured  all  he  could  to  com- 
pofe  the  difference  between  Agamemnon  and  Achilles  ;  they 
were  both  extremely  hot  and  furious,  but  love,  that  tyrant 
of  the  foul,  reigned  in  the  heart  of  Agamemnon.  What- 
ever follies  are  acted  by  princes,  their  fubjects  fuller  lor  them. 

Siditions, 
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Seditions,  intrigues,  love,  anger,  and  revenge  prevail  both  in 
the  camp  and  city.     Thus  far  the  Iliads. 

In  the  example  of  Ulyffes,  the  poet  fets  before  us  the  ad- 
mirable effe&s  of  courage  and  vvifdom  ;  who,  after  the  taking 
of  Troy,  travelled  abroad  into  difhnt  countries,  where  he 
diligenty  obferved  the  different  cuftoms  and  manners  of  man- 
kind. In  his  voyage  home,  he  ftruggled  with  a  thoufand  inex- 
preffible  difficulties,  in  all  which  he  came  off  a  conqueror. 
You  have  heard  of  the  Sirens'  charming  voices,  and  of  Circe's 
enchantments  :  had  our  hero  f'o  greedily  drank  up  the  fatal 
poifon  as  his  companions  did,  his  return  had  been  impoffible  ; 
he  had  made  himfelf  a  flave  to  an  infamous  proftitute,  who 
would  have  transformed  him  into  a  dog,  or  fow  that  lies  wal- 
lowing in  the  mire. 

We  are  all  of  us  wort  hie  fs  wretched  creatures,  we  are  good 
for  nothing  but  to  eat  and  drink  ;  we  are  like  the  lovers  of 
Penelope,  like  the  debauchees  of  Alcinous'  court,  who  fpend 
all  their  time  in  pampering  their  bodies  ;  who  glory  in  lying 
in  bed  till  noon,  and  in  lulling  themfelves  to  ffeep  at  night 
with  the  charms  of  fweet  harmony. 

Thieves  and  robbers  rife  at  midnight  to  cut  men's  throats  ; 
yet  fuchis  your  ftupidity,  that  the  confideration  of  your  own 
lafety  is  not  able  to  roufe  you.  If  you  will  not  uie  exercife 
when  you  are  well,  you  will  be  forced  to  do  fo,  to  be  cured 
of  the  dropfy.  If  betimes  in  the  morning  before  break  of 
day,  you  do  not  call  for  your  book  and  ca,ndle ;  if  you  do 
not  ferioufly  apply  your  mind  to  fome  ufeful  ftudies,  love 
and  envy  will  keep  you  awake,  and  continually  torment  you. 
If  a  mote  be  in  your  eye,  you  take  it  out  immediately  ;  and 
yet  you  neglecl  the  cure  of  your  mind  whole  years  together. 
What  a  ftrange  and  unaccountable  procedure  is  this?  The 
work  is  half  done,  that  is  begun  well.  He  that  delays  to  lead 
a  good  life,  is  like  the  clown,  who,  meeting  a  river  in  his 
way,  fat  down  on  the  bank  till  the  ftream  Ihould  pafs  him  ; 
but  alas !  that  flows  and  will  flow  on,  till  time  fhall  be  no 
more. 

We  are  folicitous  to  get  money  ;  we  defire  a  blooming 
pregnant  wife  to  make  us  happy  in  a  beautiful  offspring  ;  we 
grub  up  our  woods,  and  plough  the  lands,  which  were  before 
untitled,  to  increafe  our  cftates.  What  occafion  has  he, 
who  is  already  bled  with  a  competent  fortune,  to  wifh  for 
more?  Neither  houfe  nor  lands,  nor  gold,  nor  filver,  can 
cure  a  fever,  or  give  to  much  as  a  moment's  eafe  to  a  diftcm- 
pered  mind.  A  man  mult  be  well  both  in  body  and  mind  to 
tafte  and  enjoy  the  blelfings  of  life  with  comfort  and  fatis- 
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faj&ion.  If  the  veffel  be  not  fweet  the  wine  will  turn  four. 
What  joy  can  pictures  afford  that  man,  whofe  eyes  are  fore  ? 
Are  fomentations  grateful  to  one  that  has  the  gout?  Can 
the  fofteft  mufic  be  pleafmg  to  him,  who  has  an  im- 
pofthume  in  his  ear  ?  No  more  can  that  man,  who  is  always 
racked  with  defires  and  fears,  take  any  pleafure  in  his  vaft 
polfeffions. 

Abftain  from  pleafure  :  it  is  much  too  dear  when  pur- 
chafed  with  pain.  The  covetous  man  is  always  in  want  ; 
learn  therefore  betimes  to  moderate  your  defires.  The  envious 
man  fickens  at  his  neighbour's  profperity.  Envy  is  one  of 
the  preateft  torments  ;  the  Cicilian  tyrants,  who  were  maf- 
ters  in  all  the  myftery  of  cruelty,  never  invented  any  thing 
like  it.  He  that  knows  not  how  to  govern  his  anger,  will 
repent  of  what  he  did  in  the  heat  of  his  paflion,  when  he 
breathed  nothing  but  fury  and  revenge,  and  wifh  it  a  thou- 
fand  times  undone.  What  is  anger  ?  It  is  madroefs  in  per- 
fection, though  of  a  lhort  duration.  Be  matter  of  this 
paflion,  it  will  either  be  your  tyrant  or  your  %flave  ;  curb  it 
with  bridles,  keep  it  under  with  chains. 

The  tender  colt  is  eaiily  formed  by  the  fkilful  jockey  to 
obey  the  check  and  motions  of  his  rider.  The  young  hound 
is  taught  to  hunt  in  the  foreft,  by  being  bred  up  to  open  at 
a  buck's  fkin  trailed  up  and  down  the  hail.  Acquaint  your- 
felfwith  thefe  excellent  maxims  while  you  are  young,  and 
your  mind  is  pure  and  uncorrupted :  now  is  the  time  to  be 
taught  by  thofe  who  are  wifer  than  yourfelf.  A  new  veffel 
will  a  longtime  preferve  fome  tincture  of  the  liquor,  with 
which  it  was  firft  feafoned.  1  freely  declare,  that,  in  the 
way  of  virtue  to  which  I  invite  you,  as  I  will  not  wait  for 
you,  it  you  lag  behind  ;  fo  neither  will  I  endeavour  to  coma 
up  with  you,  if  you  get  before  me.  Horace* 


"To  Numicius. 
THE  only  way  to  be  perfectly  and  conftantly  happy,  is  to 
admire  nothing.  There  are  thofe  who  can  behold  the  (un 
and  ttars,  which  move  in  a  regular  orderly  court,  and  the 
certain  invariable  fucceffion  of  leafous  without  any  tranlports. 
What  do  you  think  of  the  riches  of  the  earth  ?  What  of  the 
xhaufted  treafures  of  the  lea,  which  enrich  the  inhabitants 
of  India  and  Arabia?  What  relifb  ought  a  man  to  have  for 
plays?  How  ought  h<  •  1  the  applaufe  and  favour  of 

the  citizens  of  Rome?   Hiis  Is  certain:  that  he  who   fears 
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the  contrary  to  thefe,  admires  them  as  much,  as  he  who  de- 
ilres  them.  The  paflion  is  equally  troublefome  to  both, 
they  are  equally  affrighted  at  every  unhoped  for,  unexpected 
accident.  It  matters  not.  whether  joy  or  forrow,  whether 
fear  or  hope  has  the  poffeflion  of  our  hearts,  if  when  any 
thing  happens  either  good  or  ill,  which  was  wholly  unlooked 
ior,  we  prefently  caft  our  eyes  down  upon  the  ground,  and 
grow  into  ftatues.  Shew  me  the  man  that  is  wife  and  juft  ; 
whenever  he  carries  his  defires  too  far,  in  (training  even 
virtue  it felf  beyond  its  due  limits,  he  ceafesto  be  fo.  Now, 
if  you  pleafe,  admire  riches  ;  gaze  on  the  marble  ftatues  of 
your  anceftors,  doat  on  your  curious  brazen  vefTels,  and  be 
pafiionately  in  love  with  your  purple  garments  adorned  with 
gems  and  precious  ftones  :  rejoice  that  the  eyes  of  thoufands 
were  upon  you  when  you  fpoke  in  public  ;  go  to  the  Forum 
early  in  the  morning  ;  return  late  in  the  evening,  left 
Mutus,  who  had  a  plentiful  fortune  with  his  wife,  be  richer 
than  yourfelf.  How  unbecoming  is  it,  that  one  of  lb  mean 
and  obfeurea  birth,  mould  be  admired  by  him  ?  O  my  Nu- 
micius,  the  things  which  are  hidden  {hall  in  due  time  be 
revealed  ;  and  thofe  which  now  appear  fo  pompous  and  mag- 
nificent lhallvanifh  into  nothing  ;  even  you,  who  fhine  with 
lb  fplendid  an  equipage,  mull  retire  in  a  little  time  where 
Numa  and  Ancus  are  gone  before  you.  If  you  languifh  un- 
der any  {harp  diftemper,  feek  immediately  for  a  remedy. 
Would  you  live  a  happy  and  contented  life  ?  Who  would  not 
do  fo  ?  Bid  a  long  and  laft  adieu  to  pleafures,  apply  yourfelf 
to  virtue,  it  is  virtue  alone  that  can  make  you  happy.  But  if 
you  look  upon  virtue  as  an  empty  name,  if  you  laugh  at  all 
religion,  make  hafte  left  another  arrive  before  you,  and  the 
profits  of  your  voyage  come  to  nothing.  Endeavour  to  get  a 
thoufand  talents,  get  another  thoufand,  add  a  thoufand  more, 
and  then,  that  the  number  may  be  even,  make  them  four 
thoufand. 

Money  is  the  fovereign  goddefs  of  the  univerfe ;  {he 
oeatesa  man  friends,  makes  him  noble  and  eloquent,  charm- 
ing  and  beautiful ;  the  faireft  ladies  with  the  greateft  fortunes 
are  notable  to  withftand  the  powerful addrefies  of  a  wealthy 
man.  The  king  of  Cappadocia  had  a  thoufand  Haves,  but  little 
or  no  money  :  i  would  not  have  you  like  him.  It  is  reported  of 
Lucullus,  that  being  importuned  to  lend  the  players  a 
hundred  cloaks,  Where,  laid  he,  {hall  I  have  lo  many  ? 
However  I  will  fee  what  I  have,  and  of  thofe  you  may  be 
fore.  Enquiry  being  made,  he  immediately  fent  word,  that 
he  had  five  thoufand,  and  that  he  would  lend  them  part,  or 
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all  of  them.  That  houfe  is  but  very  ill  furnifhed,  where 
there  are  not  a  great  many  fuperfluous  things,  of  which  the 
mafter  knows  nothing,  which  rogues  and  thieves  may  (leal 
away  and  no  body  the  wifer. 

IF,  after  all  this,  you  perfift  in  your  opinion,  that  thehap- 
pinefs  of  this  life  confins  in  riches,  endeavour  to  be  rich  ;  if 
honour  and  popularity  are  the  only  happinefs,  provide  your- 
felf  a  fervant,  who  can  inform  you  of  every  citizen's  name, 
let  him  go'along  with  you,  and  inftruct  you  by  fome  fecret 
fign  or  other,  to  give  your  hand  to  this  or  that  citizen, 
though  in  a  crowd.  This  man,  faith  he,  has  a  very  good 
intereft  in  Fabius's  tribe;  that  man  in  the  Velian  ;  make  him 
your  friend  and  you  will  certainly  be  Conful ;  it  is  in  vain 
for  any  man  tp  hope  to  be  JFAUe  unlefs  he  pleafes.  You 
muft  make  your  addrefles  with  a  fmi ling  countenance  ;  cull 
him  father  or  brother,  according  as  his  age  will  admit  of  the 
title,  and  be  fure  at  all  times  to  proportion  your  flattery  to 
the  circumftances  of  the  perfon. 

But  if  happinefs  conhfts  in  good  eating  and  drinking  ;  let 
us  make  it  our  buiinels,  as  foon  as  day  breaks,  to  gratify 
our  appetites ;  let  us  mind  nothing  but  fifhing  and  hunting. 
Such  was  Gargilius's  way  of  living,  who,  with  his  dogs  and 
horfes,  toils  and  fpears,  affecled  to  pafs  in  the  morning 
through  the  crouded  Forum  with  a  mule  laden  with  a  boar, 
which  was  not  taken,  as  they  imagined,  but  bought  for  that 
purpofe.  Let  us  feaft  and  bathe  ourfelves  at  pleafure  ;  what 
areolae  rules  of  decency  to  us?  The  Cenfor  may  brand  us 
for  infamous  perfons,  he  may  do  as  he  pleafes ;  let  us  imitate 
the  lewd  companions  of  Ulyffes,  who  chofe  to  riot  in  unlaw- 
ful pleafures,  rather  than  return  to  their  native  country. 

If  then  (as  Mimnermus  pretends  to  maintain)  there  is  no- 
thing pleafing  and  delightful  in  life,  but  love  and  raillery ; 
let  love  and  raillery  be  our  conftant  entertainment.  Adieu, 
live  well  and  be  happy.  If  you  know  any  better  maxims, 
be  fo  kind  as  to  impart  them  :  if  not,  follow  my  example, 
and  make  ufe  of  thefe.  Horace 4 


Cicero  to  Tit'ius. 
THERE  is  none  of  your  friends  lefs  capable  than  I  am, 
to  offer  confolation  to  you  under  your  prefent  affii&ion  :  as 
the  fhare  I  take  in  your  lofs,  renders  me  greatly  in  need  of 
the  fame  good  office  myfelf.  However,  as  my  grief  does  not 
rife  to  the  fame  extreme  degree  as  your's,  I  (hould  not  think 
I  difcharged  the  duty  which  my  connexion  and  fiicndlhip 
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with  you  require,  if  I  rermined  altogether  filent  at  a  time 
when  you  are  thus  overwhelmed  with  lorrow.  I  determined 
therefore  to  fuggefl:  a  few  reflections  to  you  which  may  alle- 
viate at  leaft,  if  not  entirely  remove,  the  anguifh  of  your 
heart. 

There  is  no  maxim  of  confolation  more  common,  yet  at 
the  fame  time  there  is  none  which  deferves  to  be  more  fre- 
quently in  our  thoughts,  than  that  we  ought  to  remember, 
We  are  men  ;  that  is,  creatures  who  are  born  to  be  expofed 
to  calamities  of  every  kind:  and  therefore,  that  it  becomes 
us  to  fubmit  to  the  conditions  by  which   we  hold  our  exift- 
ence,  without   being  too  much  dejected  by  accidents  which 
no  prudence  can  prevent.     In  a  word,   that  we  mould  learn 
by  reflecting  on  the  misfortunes  which  have  attended  othei  -. 
that  there  is  nothing  lingular  in  thofe  which  befal  ourfelves. 
But  neither  thefe,  nor  other  arguments  to  the  lame  purpole 
which  are  inculcated  in  the  writings  of  the   philofophers, 
feem  to  have  fo  ftrong  a  claim  to  fuccefs,  as  thofe  which  may 
be  drawn  from  the  pre  fen  t  unhappy  fituation  of  public  af- 
iiirs,  and  that  endlefs  feries  of  misfortunes  which  is  rilin^ 
upon  our  country.     They  are  fuch  indeed,  that  one  cannot 
but  account  thole  to  be  moll  fortunate,  who  never  knew 
what  it  was  to  be  a  parent :  and  as  to  thofe  perfons  who  are  de- 
prived of  their  children,  in  thefe  times  of  general  anarchy 
and  mis-rule,  they  have  much  lefs  reafon  to  regret  then-  lofs, 
than  if  it  had  happened  in  a  more  flourilhing  period  of  the 
commonwealth,  or  while  yet  the  republic  had  any  exigence. 
If  your   tears  flow,  indeed,  from  this  accident  merely  as  it 
affects  your  own  perfonal  happinefs;   it  may  be  difficult  per- 
fa  ips  entirely  to  refhain  them.     But  if  your  forrow  takes  its 
rile  from  a  more  enlarged  and  benevolent  principle;  if  it  be 
for  the  fake  oi  the  dead  themfelves  that  you  lament,  it   may 
be  an  eafier  talk  to  affuage  your  grief.     I  (hall  not  here  infill 
Upon  an  argument,  which  1  have  frequently  heard  maintain- 
ed in  fpeculative  converfations,  as  well  as  often    read   like- 
wife  in  treadles  that  have  been  written  upon  this  fubject. 
Death,  fay  thofe  philofophers,  cannot  be  conlidered  as  an 
evil:  becauffi  if  any  conlcioufnefs  remains  after  our  diffolu- 
tion,  it  is  rather  an  entrance  into  immortality,  than  an  ex- 
tinction of  life:  and  if  none  remains,  there  can  benomifery 
where  there  is  no  lenlibility.     Not  to  infill,  I  (ay,  upon  any 
reafoniugs  of  this  nature;  let  me  remind  you  of  an   argu- 
ment which  I  can  urge  with  much  more  confidence.   He  who 
has  made  his  exit  from  a  fcene  where  fuch  dreadful  confulion 
prevails,  and  where  fo  many  approaching  calamities  are  in 
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piofpeft,  cannot  poflibly,  it  fhoulcl  feem,  be  a  lofer  by  the 
exchange.  Let  me  afk,  not  only  where  honour,  virtue,  and 
probity,  where  true  philofophy  and  the  ufeful  arts,  can  now 
fly  for  refuge  ;  but  where  even  our  liberties  and  our  lives  can 
be  fecured'r"  For  my  own  part,  1  have  never  once  heard  of 
the  death  of  any  youth  during  all  this  la  ft  year,  whom  I  have 
not  confidered  as  kindly  delivered  by  the  immortal  Gods  from 
the  miferies  of  thefe  wretched  times.  If  therefore  you  can 
be  perfuaded  to  think  that  their  condition  is  by  no  means 
unhappy,  whofe  lofs  you  fo  tenderly  deplore  ;  it  mull  un- 
doubtedly prove  a  very  confiderable  abatement  of  your  prefent 
affliction.  For  it  will  then  entirely  arife  from  what  you  feel 
upon  your  own  account ;  and  have  no  relation  to  the  perfons 
whofe  death  you  regret.  Now  it  would  ill  agree  with  thofe 
wife  and  generous  maxims  which  have  ever  infpired  your 
breaft,  to  be  too  fenfible  of  misfortunes  which  terminate 
in  your  own  perfon,  and  affeft  not  the  happinefs  of  thofe 
you  love.  You  have  upon  all  occafions  both  public  and 
private,  (hewn  yourfelf  animated  with  the  firmeft  fortitude: 
and  it  becomes  you  to  a6t  up  to  the  character  you  have  thus 
juftly  acquired.  Time  neceffarily  wears  out  the  deepeft  im- 
preffions  of  forrow  :  and  the  weakefl  mother  that  ever  loft  a 
child  has  found  fome  period  to  her  grief.  But  we  fhould 
vilely  anticipate  that  effe6t  which  a  certain  revolution  of 
days  will  undoubtedly  produce:  and  not  wait  for  a  remedy 
irom  time,  which  we  may  much  fooner  receive  from  reafon. 
If  what  I  have  laid  can  any  thing  avail  in  leffening  the 
weight  of  your  affliction,  I  fhall  have  obtained  my  with:  if 
not,  I  fhall  at  lealt  have  difcharged  the  duties  of  that  friend- 
fhip  and  affection  which,  believe  me,  I  ever  have  preferved, 
and  ever  fhall  preferve  towards  you.    Farewel. 


Servius  Snlpicius  to  Cicero. 
I  received  the  news  of  your  daughter's  death,  with  all 
the  concern  it  fo  juftly  deferves:    and  indeed  I  cannot  but 
corifider  it  as  a  misfortune  in  which  I  bear  an  equal  fhare 
with  yourfelf.     II  I  had  been  near  you  when   this   fatal  ac- 
cident happened,   I  fhould  not  only  have  mingled  my  tears 
with  yours,  but  afjfifted  you  with  all  the  confolation  in  my 
1  ulible  at  the  fame  time,  that  offices  of  this 
kind  afford  at  belt  but  a  wretched  relief:  for  as  none  avequa- 
to  perform  them,  but  thole  who  fund  near  to  us  by 
the  ties  eith<  r  of  blood  or  affection,  fuch  perfons  are  generally 
too  much  airlifted  themfelves,  to  be  capable  of  adrmniftering 
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comfort  to  others.  Neverthelefs,  I  thought  proper  to  fug- 
geft  a  few  reflections,  which  occurred  to  me  upon  this  occa- 
sion :  not  as  imagining  they  would  be  new  to  you,  but  be- 
lieving that  in  your  prefent  difcompofure  of  mind,  they 
might  poffibly  have  efcaped  your  attention.  Tell  me  then, 
my  friend,  wherefore  do  you  indulge  this  excefs  of  forrow? 
Reflect,  I  entreat  you,  in  what  manner  fortune  has  dealt 
with  every  one  of  us  :  that  (lie  has  deprived  us  of  what  ought 
to  be  no  lefs  dear  than  our  children,  and  overwhelmed  in  one 
general  ruin  our  honours,  our  liberties,  and  our  country. 
And  after  thefe  loffes,  Is  it  poflible  that  any  other  fhould 
increafe  our  tears?  Is  it  poffible  that  a  mind  long  exercifed 
in  calamities  fo  truly  fevere,  fhould  not  become  totally  cal- 
lous, and  indifferent  to  every  event  ?  But  you  will  tell  me 
perhaps,  that  your  grief  arifes  not  fo  much  on  your  own  ac- 
count, as  on  that  of  Tullia.  Yet  finely  you  mult  often,  as 
well  as  myfelf,  have  had  occafion  in  thefe  wretched  times  to 
reflect,  that  their  condition  by  no  means  deferves  to  be  re- 
gretted, whom  death  has  gently  removed  from  this  unhappy 
icene.  What  is  there,  let  me  afk,  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances  of  our  country,  that  could  have  rendered  life  greatly 
defirable  to  your  daughter?  What  pleafing  hopes,  what 
agreeable  views,  what  rational  fatisfaction  could  (lie  poffibly 
have  propofed  to*  herfelf  from  a  more  extended  period  ? 
Was  it  in  the  profpect  of  conjugal  happinefs  in  the  fociety 
of  fome  difiinguifhed  youth  ?  As  if  indeed,  you  could  have 
found  a  fon-in-law  amongfl  our  prefent  fet  of « young  men, 
worthy  of  being  entrufled  with  the  care  of  your  daughter! 
Or  was  it  in  the  expectation  of  being  the  joyful  mother  of 
a  iiourifhing  race,  who  might  poffefs  their  patrimony  with 
independence ;  who  might  gradually  rife  thro'  the  feveral 
dignities  of  the  date,  and  exert  the  liberty  to  which  they 
were  born  in  the  fervice  and  defence  of  their  friends  and 
country?  But  is  there  one  amongfl'  all  thefe  defirable  pri- 
vileges, of  which  we  were  not  deprived  before  fhe  was  in  a  ca- 
pacity of  tranfmitting  them  to  her  defcendants?  Yet  after 
all,  you  may  flill  alledge,  perhaps,  that  the  lofs  of  our 
children  is  a  fevere  affliction:  and  unqueftionably  it  would 
be  fo,  if  it  were  not  a  much  greater  to  fee  them  live  to  en- 
dure thofe  indignities  which  their  parents  fuffer. 

I  lately  fell  into  a  reflection,  which  as  it  afforded  great  relief 
to  the  difquietude  of  my  own  heart,  it  may  poffibly  contri- 
bute likewife  to  a  flu  age  the  anguifh  of  yours.  In  my  return 
out  of  Afia,  as  I  was  failing  from  .'Kgina  towards  Megara  ;  on 
my  right  I  faw  Pirceeu?,  and  on  my   left  Corinth.     Thefe 
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cities,  once  fo  flourifhing  and  magnificent,   now  prefentcd 
Toothing  to  my  view  but  a  fad  fpectacle  of  defolation.     Alas 
(I  laid  to  mylelf)  fhall  fuch  a  Ihort  lived  creature  as  man 
complain,  when  one  of  his  fpecies  falls  either  by  the  hand  of 
violence,  or  by  the  common  courfe  of  nature;  whilfl  in  this 
now  compels  fo  many  great  a\k\  glorious  cities,  formed  fen 
;*.  much   longer  duration,  thus  lie  extended  in  ruins?    Re- 
member then,  oh  my  heart!    the  general    lpt  to  which  man 
is   bom:  and    let  that  thought  fupprefs  thy  unreafonable 
murmurs.     Believe  me  I  found  my  mind  greatly  refrefhed 
and  comfoTted  by  thefe  reflexions.     Let  me  advife  you  in 
the  fame  manner  to  reprefent  to  yourfelf,  what  numbers  of 
our  illuftrious  countrymen  have  lately  been  cut  off  at  once, 
how  much  the  ftrength  of  the  Roman  republic  is  impaired, 
and  what  dreadful  devaflation  has  gone  forth  throughout  all 
its  provinces!     And  can  you,  with  the  impreffion  of  theie 
greater  calamities  upon  your  mind,  be  fo  immoderately  af- 
flicted for  the  lols  of  a  flngle  individual,  a  poor,  little,  tender 
woman,    who,  if  fhe  had  not  died  at  this  time,  liiuft  in  a  few 
rlcetingyears  more,  have  inevitably  undergone  that  common 
fate  to  which  fhe  was  born? 

Reafonable  however  as  thefe  reflections  are,  1  would  call 
you  from  them  awhile,  in  older  to  lead  your  thoughts  to 
others  more  peculiarly  fuitable  to  your  circumftances  and 
character.     Remember  then,    that   your  daughter  lived    as 
long  as  life  was  worth  poffefling,  that  is,  till  liberty  was  no 
more:  that  fhe  lived  to  fee  you  in  the  illufirious  offices  of 
praetor,  conful,  and  augur  ;  to  be  married  to  one  of  the 
noblef!  youths  in  Rome  ;  to  be  bleffed  with  almoft  every  va- 
luable enjoyment  ;  and  at  length  to  expire  with  the  republic 
itfelf.     Tell  me  now,  what  is  there  in  this  view  of  her  fate, 
thatcouldgive  either  heror  yourfelf  juftrea  ("on  tocomplain  ? 
hi  fine,  do  not  forget  that  you  are  Cicero ;    the  wife  the 
philofophical   Cicero,    who  were   wont  to  give   advice  to 
others:  nor  refemble  thole  unfkilful  empirics,  who  at  the 
lame  time  that  they  pretend  to  be  furnilhed  with  remedies 
tor  other  men's  dilorders,  are  altogether  incapable  of  finding 
a  cure  for  their  own.     On  the  contrary  apply  to  your  private 
vile,  thofe  judicious  precepts  you  have  admmiftcred  to  the 
public.     Time  necelTarily  weakens  the  ftrongeft  impreflions 
of  furrow :  but  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  your  character  not 
to  anticipate  this  its  certain  effect,  by  the  force  of  your  own 
id  fenfe and  judgment.     If  the  dead  retain  any  conlcioul- 
nefs  ol  what  is  here  tranfaeted,  your  daughter's  affection,   I 
me,  was  fuch  Luth  to  you  and  to  all  her  relations,  that 
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fhe  can  by  no  means  defire  that  you  fhould  abandon  your- 
f'elf  to  this  excels  of  grief.  Reflrain  it  then,  I  conjure  you, 
for  her  fake,  and  foj  the  fake  of  the  reft  of  your  family  and 
friends,  who  lament  to  fee  you  thus  afflicted.  Reftrain  it 
too,  I  befeech  you,  for  the  fake  of  your  country;  that 
whenever  the  opportunity  fhall  ierve,  it  may  reap  the  bene- 
fit of  your  counfels  and  affi  fiance.  In  fhort,  fince  ilich  is 
our  fortune  that  we  muff  neceffarily  fubmit  to  the  pre  lent 
fvftem  of  public  affairs,  fufFer  it  not  to  be  fu (peeled,  that  it 
is  not  (o  much  the  death  of  your  daughter  as  the  fate  of  the 
republic,  and  the  fuccefs  of  our  vigors,  that  you  deplore. 

But  it  would  be  ill  manners  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  this 
fubject.,  as  I  (hould  feem  to  queftion  the  efficacy  of  your 
good  fenfe.  I  will  only  add  therefore,  that  as  we  have  often 
leen  you  bear  profperity  in  the  nobleft  manner,  and  with  the 
higheft  applaule  ;  lhcw  us  likewile  that  you  are  not  too  fen- 
iible  of  adverlity,  but  know  how  to  fupport  it  with  the  fame 
advantage  to  your  chancier.  In  a  word,  let  it  not  be  laid, 
that  fortitude  is  the  (ingle  virtue  to  which  my  friend  is  a 
ft  ranger. 

As  for  what  concerns  myfelf ;  I  will  fend  you  an  account 
of  the  ftate  of  this  province,  and  of  what  is  trail facling  in 
this  part  of  the  world,  as  loon  as  I  fhall  hear  that  you  are 
Sufficiently  compofed  to  receive  the  information.     Farewel. 


Cicero  the  Son*  to  fits  dearejl  Tiro, 

AFTER  having  been  in  daily  and  earned  expectation  of 
your  couriers,  they  are  at  length,  to  my  great  fatisfaclion, 
arrived  ;  having  performed  their  voyage  in  forty-fix  days 
from  the  time  they  left  you.  The  joy  I  received  from  my 
clear  father's  mofl  affectionate  letter,  was  crowned  by  the 
very  agreeable  one  which  attended  it  from  yourfelf.  I  can 
no  longer  repent  therefore  of  having  neglected  writing  to 
you  ;  as  it  has  proved  a  means  of  rumifhing  me  with  an  am- 
ple proof  of  your  good-nature  :  and  if  is  with  much  pleafure 
I  find,  that  you  admit  the  apology  I  made  for  my  filence. 

That  the  advantageous  reports  you  have  heard  of  \uv 
conduct.,  were  perfeelly  agreeable,  my  deareft  Tyro,  to 
your  wifhes,  I  can  by  no  means  doubt :  and  it  fhall  be  mv 
confhnt  endeavour  to  confirm  and  increafe  the  general  good 
opinion  which  is  thus  arifing  in  my  favour.  You  may  Ven- 
ture 

*  Written  from  Athens  when  he  was  only  nineteen  years  of  age. 
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ture  therefore  with  great  confidence  to  be,  what  you  oblig- 
ingly promife,  the  herald  of  my  fame.  Indeed,  I  reflect 
with  fo  much  pain  and  contrition  of  mind  on  the  errors  into 
which  my  youth  and  inexperience  have  betrayed  me,  that  I 
not  only  look  upon  them  with  abhorrence,  but  cannot  bear 
even  to  hear  them  mentioned :  and  I  am  well  convinced, 
that  you  take  a  part  in  the  unealmefs  which  I  fuffer  from 
this  circumftance.  It  is  no  wonder  you  mould  be  fojicitous 
for  the  welfare  of  a  perfon,  whom  both  intereft  and  inclina- 
tion recommend  to  your  good«wilhes :  as  I ,  have  ever  been 
defirous  you  fiiouk!  partake  of  all  the  advantages  that  attend 
mc.  But  if  my  conduct  has  formerly  gi\en  you  pain;  it 
{hall  henceforward,  be  affured,  afford  you  reafon  to  think  of 
me  with  double  fatisfaction. 

I  live  with  Cratippus  rather  as  his  fon,  than  his  pupil :  and 
not  only  attend  his  lectures  with  pleafure,  but  am  extremely 
delighted  with  the  peculiar  fweetnefs  of  his  converfation. 
Accordingly  I  fpend  whole  days  in  his  company,  and  fre- 
quently indeed,  the  mod  part  of  the  night  :  as  I  intreat 
him  to  fup  with  me  as  often  as  his  engagements  will  permit. 
Since  the  introduction  of  this  cuftom,  he  every  now  and 
then  unexpectedly  fteals  in  upon  us  while  we  are  at  table ; 
and  laying  afide  the  feverity  of  the  philofopher,  enters  with 
great  good  humour  into  all  the  mirth  and  plealantry  of  our 
converfation.  Let  me  requeft  you  then  to  haften  hither  as 
foon  as  poflible,  in  order  to  enjoy  with  us  the  fociety  of  this 
mod  agreeable  and  excellent  mm.  As  to  Bruttius,  I  never 
fuffer  him  to  be  abfent  from  me  a  {ingle  moment.  His  com- 
pany is  as  entertaining,  as  his  conduct  is  exemplary:  and 
he  perfectly  well  knows  how  to  reconcile  mirth  and  good 
humour  with  the  ferious  difquifitions  of  philofophy.  I  have 
taken  a  houfe  lor  him  near  mine;  and  aflift  his  narrow  for- 
tunes as  far  as  my  {lender  finances  will  admit. 

I  have  begun  to  declaim  in  Greek  under  Caffius  ;  as  I 
r.hoofe  to  employ  myfelf  in  Latin  exercifes  of  that  kind 
with  Brut  tins.  I  live  in  great  familiarity  alio  with  thole 
learned  and  approved  friends  of  Cratippus,  whom  he  brought 
with  him  Irom  Mityiene  :  and  pals  much  of  my  time  like- 
wile  with  Epicrates,  one  of  the  moll  conliderable  perlons 
in  Athens,  together  with  Leonides,  and  feveral  others  of 
the  lame  rank  and  merit.  Thus  I  have  given  you  a  general 
{ketch  of  my  life 

As  to  what  you  mentioned  concerning  Gorgias  ;  notwiths- 
tanding that  he  was  of  fervice  to  me  in  my  oratorical  exer- 
,  yet  my  father's  commands  were  fuperior  to  all  other 

confiderat;on.'> : 
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confident  ions :  and  as  he  peremptorily  wrote  to  me  that  I 
ihould  immediately  difmifs  him,  I  have  obeyed  his  in- 
junctions. I  would  not  fuffer  myfelf  indeed  to  helitate  a 
moment  ;  left  my  reluftance  Ihould  raife  any  fufpicions  in 
my  father  to  my  difadvantage.  Befides,  I  thought  it  would 
ill  become  me,  to  take  upon  myfelf  to  be  a  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  his  orders.  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  you, 
however,  for  the  friendly  advice  you  gi\  e  me  in  this  affair. 

I  very  readily  admit  the  excufe  you  make  on  account  of 
your  want  of  leifure:  perfectly  well  knowing  how  much 
your  time  is  generally  engaged.  I  am  extremely  glad  to 
hear  that  you  have  bought  a  farm  :  and  with  you  much  joj 
of  the  purchafe.  But  you  muft  not  wonder  that  I  deferred 
my  congratulations  to  this  part  of  my  letter:  for  you  will 
remember  it  was  about  the  lame  place  in  yours  that  you 
communicated  to  me  the  occafion  of  them.  You  have  now 
a  retreat  from  all  fatiguing  ceremonies  of  the  city,  and  are 
become  a  Roman  of  the  true  old  rural  kind.  I  take  pleafure 
in  figuring  you  to  myfelf  in  the  midft  of  your  country 
employment's,  buying  your  tools  of  hufbandry,  dealing  out 
your  orders  to  your  bailiff,  and  carefully  treaiuring  up  the 
fruit-feeds  from  your  defert.  To  be  ferious  ;  I  lincerely 
join  with  you  in  regretting,  that  I  could  not  be  of  fervice 
to  you  upon  this  occafion.  But  be  affured,  my  dear  Tiro, 
I  (hall  not  fail  to  affift  you,  if  ever  fortune  ihould  put  it 
in  my  power:  efpecially  as  I  am  fenfible  you  made  this  pur- 
chafe with  a  view  to  my  ufe  as  well  as  your  own. 

I  am  obliged  to  your  care  in  executing  my  commiffion. 
I  defire  you  would  lee  that  I  have  a  writer  lent  me  who 
underfhnds  Greek  *.  as  I  lofe  much  time  in  tranferibing  my 
lectures. 

But  above  all,  I  intieat  you  to  take  care  of  your  health, 
that  we  may  have  the  pleai'uve  of  enjoying  together  many 
philofophical  converfations.  1  recommend  Antherus  to  your 
good  olHces,  and  bid  you  farewel. 


Notwithftanding  thefe  promifing  beginnings,  this  voung 
man  tinned  out  extremely  loole  and  abandoned,  as  the 
following  letter  from  his  father  will  fully  make  appear. 

CAN  I  think,  O  Marcus,  thy  vicious  courfe  of  life 
could  offer  to  eclipfe  my  glory?  I  would  queftion  even  the 
oracles  of  truth  in  this  cafe,  for  nothing  is  more  difficult 
than  to  make  a  man  believe  what  he  does  not  like.     Vet  am 

I  obliged 
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I  obliged  to  give  credit  to  my  fenfes.  I  fee  thee  daily- 
involved  in  all  kinds  of  luxury,  and  hear  thee  as  often  dil- 
courfing  on  nothing  hut  vanity.  Ill  fortune  had  no  other 
way  to  attack  me.  My  country  owes  its  fafety  to  me,  and 
both  the  fenate  and  people  have  Hiled  me  their  Prelerver.  I 
have  furmounted  the  meannels  of  my  birth,  and  bafHed  all 
the  attempts  of  envy,  malice,  pride,  and  calumny  againft  me. 
Nothing  but  the 'vagaries  of  Marcus  could  render  me  un- 
happy. Poor  unfortunate  Cicero  !  reduced  to  that  ftate  by 
the  difobedience  of  a  child,  which  thy  enemies  could  not 
bring  thee  to.  Thou,  Marcus,  thou  alone  robbeft  me  of 
my  honour,  obfeureft  my  virtue,  and  cloggeft  the  wings  of 
my  fame.  Upon  what  a  weak  foundation  have  1  founded 
my  hopes?  Upon  one,  who,  inftead  of  .ftriking  in  with  me 
towards  the  acquiring  of  glory,  will,  if  he  does  not  reform, 
leave  to  pofterity  the  character  of  a  libertine  ;  and  whereas 
he  might  inherit  the  renown  due  to  my  labours,  will  de- 
prive his  father  of  all  content,  and  himfelf  of  all  efteem. 
But  it  is  yet  time,  O  my  fon,  both  to  recant  thy  errors, 
and  return  to  thy  ftudies.  By  one,  thou  wilt  reftore  my 
quiet  ;  and  by  the  other,  enrich  thyfelf.  It  is  never  too 
late  to  learn.  I  have  known  a  man  of  an  hundred  years 
old  third  after  inftruttion ;  nay,  all  wife  men  will  hearken 
to  their  friends,  even  when  they  are  dying.  Caft  off  then 
that  yoke  which  vice  has  put  on  thee,  and  whereby  thy 
mind  is  depraved,  thy  fenfes  ftupified,  thy  reputation  loft, 
and  mine  obfeured.  Confider  thefe  worldly  pleafures  as 
Syrens  that  decoy  thee  to  thy  ruin,  and  which  are  really 
nothing  but  vain,  vile,  frail,  fhort-lived  things,  fubjeft  to 
a  thouland  accidents,  and  whofe  end  is  only  torment  and 
repentance.  Yet  all  this  while  I  do  not  fpeak  againft  thofe 
diverfions  that  unbend  the  mind.  A  bow  always  bent  is 
foon  broken,  and  the  imbecility  ot  our  nature  requires 
fome  recreation.  I  blame  only  incontinence,  luxury,  and 
fuperfluous  ufe  of  meat  and  drink.*  No  vice  is  more  abo- 
minable than  intemperance,  from  whence  all  other  vices 
How:  yet  to  thofe  thou  haft  railed  altars;  to  thefe  thou 
payeft  thy  vows.  I  wonder  thou  doft  not  fly  the  common 
fociety  of  mankind,  to  get  rid  of  their  continual  reproaches. 
Thou  art  either  not  a  man,  or  not  my  fon.  Drunkennefs 
has  transformed  thee,  and  like  that  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
has  tarnilhed  all  thy  glory.  The  delights  of  Capua  ener- 
vated 

*  It  was  common  for  tlii;  young  man  to  drink  two  gallons  at  a  time^ 
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vated  the  prowefs  of  Hannibal.  Whilft  thou  art  drunk,  O 
Marcus,  thy  head  turns  round,  thy  tongue  falters,  thy 
eyes  deceive  thee,  thy  feet  fail  thee,  and  thy  ftomach  offend-; 
thee.  Wherefore  if  thou  art  not  altogether  become  ftupid, 
thou  muft  needs  be  fenfible  thyfelf  of  the  inconveniences  of 
this  vice.  My  cheeks  burn  with  fhanie,  while  I  reprove 
thee  for  thefe  enormities,  and  my  mind  is  under  apprehen- 
fions  of  contaminating  itfelf  by  the  bare  naming  them. 
Believe  me,  Marcus,  vice  has  got  the  afcendant  over  thy 
reafon,  and  will  not  fuffer  thee  to  be  fenfible  of  thy  folly. 
It  will  not  permit  thee  to  look  through  the  thick  fogs  that 
envelope  thy  brain,  and  conceal  its  own  deformity  from 
thee.  It  keeps  thee  from  difcerning  the  fplendour  of 
virtue  and  the  brightnefs  of  thy  race.  If  thou  couldft  but 
view  the  beauties  of  virtue  I  am  confident  thou  wouldft  foon 
be  in  love  with  her.  No  heart  can  be  fo  hardened  but  muft 
be  affected  by  her  charms.  The  wide  world  c.nnot  (hew 
any  thing  more  amiable.  She  is  praife  to  herfelf;  and 
without  her,  perfection  would  be  nothing.  She  gains  us 
by  her  authority,  even  the  love  of  our  enemies.  The  fun, 
once  flopped  his  courfe  to  admire  her.  Alfo  death  itfelf, 
which  nothing  elfe  can  conquer,  and  which  buries  every 
thing  in  oblivion,  yet  yields  to  her,  and  fubmits  to  that  im- 
mortality which  is  only  acquired  by  her.  Tell  me,  I  befeeci* 
thee,  my  fon,  what  is  become  of  all  the  ancient  Greek  mag- 
nificence in  building?  Is  it  not  devoured  by  time?  Yet  the 
works  of  virtue  live,  and  will  do  fo  to  all  eternity.  Both  the 
names  and  a6tions  of  virtuous  perfons  will  endure  the  utmoft 
teft  of  time,  and  through  all  the  endlels  revolutions  of  ages 
flourifli.  He  need  not  to  fear  the  horrors  of  death,  O  Mar- 
cus, who  can  be  fure  to  out-live  the  bounds  of  life  by  his 
virtue.  Whilft  thou,  if  thou  continueft  in  this  fenfuality 
of  thine,  as  thou  haft  lived  unregarded,  will  die  uniamented, 
and  rot  in  the  grave  unremembered :  or  if  thou  fhouldft 
leave  any  name  behind  thee,  it  will  be  devoted  to  infamy  ; 
than  which  it  were  far  better  to  have  been  condemned  to 
oblivion.  That  is  but  a  foolifh  opinion  which  fome  enter- 
tain, and  which  I  daily  reflect  upon  with  contempt  and 
difdain,  that  our  happinefs  ends  with  our  lives  and  our 
glory  ceafes  with  our  deaths.  Thofe  men  know  not  that 
true  life  begins  at  the  grave,  and  (brings  from  the  \ 
bofom  of  death.  Our  fouls  are  Phoenixes,  which  revive  from 
our  own  afties.  Then  are  our  names  eternized  ;  then  have 
envy  and  malice  no  more  power  to  obfeure  our  merits,  or  to 
difpute  our  title  with  us  to  fame.     The  privi'e^es  of  our 

fouls 
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fouls  would  be  nothing,  if  they  were  fubject  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  body.  Now,  fon  Marcus,  if  this  obftinacy 
will  not  give  thee  leave  to  lay  hold  on  thefe  inftruftions  ; 
if  thou  wilt  frill  continue  thy  converfe  with  brutes,  who 
have  no  other  fenfe  than  their  lulls  :  if,  in  a  word,  thou 
wilt  perfift  to  forfeit  both  mine  and  thy  own  reputation  by 
thy  ill  courfes,  I  have  no  abfolute  authority  over  thy  will, 
I  can  only  fatisfy  myfelf  in  that  I  have  thus  far  oppofed  thy 
vicious  inclinations.     Farewel. 


END     OF    THE    THIRD    VOLUME* 
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